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lier^ el Curaf (medmr, sctutf htiitped^ aqvesox Wtroi^ qm los qtttero ««4 
'lit-' me :‘i>'^pondiii H; y cntra7ii1o m su apomdo, sue*} tkct'unanifdrUlla vieju 
*iu mu ( udendfii , y nh'ihulolu, hailu en eUa ires htu'os gratifies ytiaos papelts^ de may tfuena\ 
Y^ru ebcntoi. de Mcw/D.— D on QrixoTi^, rarlle J., t'upHiito 32. 

\ It is mli/hiy sniil Iho prio^t; prnj', landord, brinp nit* those hooks, fort have a 
to ilicui With all iii.y laant, .'insw«*rcMl IJjc liosi; ainl Roinjf tu Ins rhaujlver, ho 
Ixuv^ht urf i\ hitU' old cloUc-h,!};, vritli aimdliH'k iiml chain to it, and oi>( nin^ it, he took 
tit ihroi> Icir^^c ^uluulC'., and some inunusunpt papers mitten in a lino 
V&vii)'B J'rioi&laiion. 



Tiite KKAHT OF AllD-LOTinA N. 


The reader is now abl6 to judge how fjir the aullnu- haw iinf>rovf*d 
or fallen short of, the pleasing and interesting ^kctcL of high prineij^’ 
ainl stea(%' affection displaj^jid by Helen Walker, the prototype of ft® 
fictitious Jeanio Hoans. Mrs^Goldio was unfortui.ately dead before tho 
Author had given his name to these volumes, so Jio lo»t all o])poi-tuuity 
ofehatiking that lady for her bigbl;ir valuable con.^nuijication. Hut heir 
daughter, Miss Goldie, obliged him ]^ih tho following adiiiiional infonm^ 

« Mrs Goldie endeavoured to odj|^%mther particulars of Helen Wa'Ui^;<^ 
particularly concerning her journey to London, but found this noarijy^l^^ 
jiossiblc ; as the natural dignity of her charaetpi) and a high 
family respectability, mode her so indissolubly • connect her sister’s 
graco with lier own exertions, that none of her neighljoura durst 
question her upon the subject. One old woman, a dfstant relatteia^^ 
Helgn’s, and wlio is still living, says she wwked an harvest with, hefi 
that she never ventured to ask her about her sister's trial, or her jony pHi 
to London ; * Helen,' she added. ^ was a, lofty body, and used a high flimK 
o’ language.* Tlio same old woman says, tluit every year Helen rooeN^K 
a cheese from her sister, who lived at Whitehaven, and that she alwa^'^s sd^ 
a liberal portion of it to herself, or to her father s family. This fact, though " 
trivial in itself strongly marks the affection subsisting between tho two 
sisters, and the complete conviction on the mind of the criminal, that her 
sister had acted solely from high principle, not from any want of feeling, 
which another small but characteristic trait will further illustrate. A gen- 
tleman,^ relation of Mrs Goldie’s, who haj>pened lc» bo travelling in tho 
North of England, on coining to a small inn, w'as shown into the parlour by 
a female py%'ant, who, after cautiously shutting ,tho door, said, ‘ Sir, I'm 
N0II3" Walker’s sister.’ Thus practically showing that she considered her 
sister as better known by her nigh conduct, than even herself by adifler- 
celebrity. 

^‘Mis Goldio was extremely anxious to have a tombstone and an in- 
scription uj)on it, erected in Irongray churchyard ; and if Sir Walter Scott 
will condescend to write the last,«a little subscription could be easily 
raised in the immediate neighbourhood, and Mra Goldie's wish bo thus 
fuimicd.”^ . 

Jt is BcJ%cely necessary to add, that the^-equost of Miss Goldie will do 
most willingly complied with, and without the necessity of any on tho 
public. Nor is there niucli occasion to repeat how mucl>^.ho author con- 
ceives liiiuaelf obliged to his uukuown correspondent, who thus supplied him 
with a theme affording such a pleasing view^f the moral dignity of vii l je, 
IhiJhgh unaided by birth, beauty, or talent. If the picture has suffered in 
the execution, it is from tho fiiilure of the Authors powers to present in 
detail the same simple and striking portrait exhibited in Mrs Goldie’s letter. 


AusoTSPoniT, April J, 1830. 
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Pi/STSCRIP.T. 

^i|C)Uffh it would bo impossiblo to add much to Mrs Gold4as*pi<w t' 
tuiS^^ifc^d most interesting account of Helen Walker, the protoiCype of 
thaifnagi^y Jeanio DeojiSf the Editor may be pordonc^i for in^i'oducixg 



.•‘DT^CTiON TO TIIIJ HBART OS' JiD-lAfflIAN. 

0 

» or ITivco anocdotes rc^jic'clin^: that exoeUGnt portion, which ho has 
lected frotu a volume out '.Lied, “ Rkotches from Nature, b}’ John 
ji'D'tinnid," .'i Icniaii who eonducta an^bJe pi'ovincial paf or in tho 
town of DuiiiOk'M. 

IJelcii u'.is tlio vliiu^lilnr of a small fanner in a’idaco oallod Dalwhairn, 
in the juu'i.'li of Iroii^-.ij’ ; whore, after tlfe death of her father, sho c«ii- 
tinued, with fho unasbuining ple^ 41 ^iSoottiah peasant, to support, hor 


iOjOthor by hor <>wu imn 


ilt'and. privations ; a case so cotiinum, 


even yet, 1 am proud of my countrywomen would shrink* 

the dut^^ " 

Walker wns hfildf'^ranoni^ hor equals pewsy, that is, pi-oud or con- 
tbi^ factEl hrou^iit to']>rovc this aecusatiou seem only to oviiico 
bf olwracter superior to those around licr. Thus it was rc- 
whcNi it Ihumlorod, she wont with her work and hor Bible to 
mt of tho oottai^o, alleging that tho Almighty could smito in the i^ty 
JVell as in the field. 

^^Idr MMhanind mentions more particularly the misfortune of her sister, 
fhich he supposes to have taken jdacc previous to 1730. Helen Walker, 
declining every i>rof»osal of saving her relation's life nt the ex]>enao of 
truth, borrowed a sum of moiuy suiiicienl for hor jtainmy, walked tho 
whole distance to f4ondon barefoot, and made her way to John Duke of 
Argylo. She w'as hcartl to aay that, hy the Almighty’s strength, she had 
been enabled to meet the Duke at the most critical moment, w-hich, if 
lost, would have caused the inevitable fopfoiturc of her sister’s life. 

Isabella, or Tibby Walker, .saved from tho fate which impom^ed over 
hor, was married by tho person who had wnmged hor (named vVaugh), 
and lived hapjdly for great part of a century, uniformly acknm|ledging the 
extraordinary afVcC/lion to which she owed her preservation. 

Helen Walker iliod about tho end of tho vear 17111, and hor remains are 
interred in the churchyard of hor native palish of Jrotigraj’’, in a romarftio 
cemetery on the banks of ihcf’airn. That a character so distiiiguislicd 
for her luidauntcil love of virtue livtxl and died in poverty, if JiOl want, 
ForvoK only to show us how iusigniliffanl, in tho sight of Heaven, are our 
principal objects of umbitioji upon earth. 


Ttie figures within parentheses throughout the text refer to the notes at 
^ the juid of the volume. * ^ 



TO TH16 BEST OF PATJION^S, 

PL RASED AND PvJ-^.ADEB, 

JEDEDIAH CLEIS^^ 


WISHES HEALTH, AND INOREASK, AND CONTE^TMElfiffi ' 


Courteous Reader, 

Ir inijratitude comnreheDdeth every vice, surely so foul a stain worst 
of all beseemeth iiim whose life has been devoted to iiistriiuiiiift’ 
youtli in virtue and in humane letters. Tlierefore have 1 ehoseii, in 
this prolegomenon, to unload my burden of thanks at tliy feet, for 
the favfliir Avith which thou hast Kindly eutertuuual the 'Julies of my 
Landlord. Certes, if thou Inist chuckled o\;cr their faceti(ms and 
festivous descriptions, or hadst tliy mind filled with pleasure at tlui 
strange and pleasant turns of fortune which they record, Aerily, I 
hw also simjKjred wIkmi I beheld a second story with attics, that has 
arisen on tlie basis of my small domicile at Gandetdengh, the walls 
having been aforchand pronounced liv Deacon Harrow To he eai)ahie 
of enduring such an elevation. Nor lias it been without delcolatioii, 
that I have endued anew coat (snuff-brown, and with metal biUtons), 
having all nether garments correspundii^’ tncix'lo. WeMo there f<A o 
lie, in res“ect of each other, under a reciprocation of henofits, Jiere- 
of those received by me being the most solid (in ivsp^jct I hat ii new 
house amUa new coat arc better than a new tale and an old song), it 
is meet that my gratitude should be expressed wdlh the louder voice 
anft more preponderating vehemence. And liow should it be so 
expressed ? — Certainly not in words only, but m act and deed. It is 
with this sole purpose, and disclaiming all intention of purchasing 
that pendicle or jioifii; of land called the Carlifescroft, lying adjacent 
to my gardQi, and measuring seven aert%, three roods, and four 
percljps, that I have committed to the of those%ho thought well' 
of the former tomes, these four addi^?.p^^flI volumes of tlie Tales of, 
my Landlord^jj^ Not the less, if Peter J.^nyfort be mindeil to sell tlie 
said jiotfie, i^ls at his owm choice to:»say so ; and, jierad von lure, 'lie 
maj ' m«el^ with a purchase*:’ : unless (g^itle readea) the .pleasing 
pcmrtraictiires of Peter Pattieson, now given untg thee in particular, 
and thc*|)uhlic in general, shall have lost their favour ni liviuc 
eyl 3 «^.%hcfcof I am no Avav distrustful. And so much, confidcfice 
I repoM«»4ii thy coutinneif favour, that, should thy lawful ocT^a'ihipa' 
^^aP.nJiOe.tatlic town of Ganderclcugh, a place trequeuted by iUDBt 

I r. * • A * . . . 



S'noLEOOMEKON TO ^ 


> or tlirof or ot\i<ir in tlicir lives, I will enrich ihinc eyes with a 
'ilio^o jMfoions nmuuscripts whence thou hast derived so 
.,fi>iardoh!clsition,iliy no'^o with a snuff iny.mull, and thy palate 
towiJi a drnm from niy bottle of strong TOters, called, by the learned 
of GiiiuU ivU'ugh, ilio J)oirimie*a]gTibSe o’ Drink. 

It is 11nM (‘, O liic^h^y eateemed«|^elovcd reader, thou wilt beafele 
to bear testimony, through thfJ|mBUm of thine own senses, against 
children of Vanity, who sought to identify thy friend and 
t with 1 know iiiditer of vain fables; who hath 

d the world 9Wi^iss devices, but sliriiuken from the respou- 
this hath been well termed a generation 
.„^j3SBee whal can a man do to assert his property in a 
e, BiWiiig to i)Ut his name in the title-page tbereoi, with 
ition, or designation, as the lawyers term it, and place, of 


■v/ti 1 1 fi B iTiVi 0 n o o raJ ITivi^ 


' themselves would brook to have their works ascribed to others, their 


names and professions imputed as forgeries, and their very existence 
brought into question ; even although, peradventure, it may be it is 
of little consequence to any but themselves, not only^•whether they 
are living or dead, hut oven whether they ever lived or no. Yet have 
my maligners carried their uncharitable censures still farther. 

These cavillers have not only doubted mine identity, although thus 
I)lainly proved, but they have impeached my veracity and tlie^iuthen- 
ticity of my historical narratives! Verily, I can only say in answer, 
tliat I have been cauteloiis in quoting mine authorities. « It is true, 
indeed, that if 1 had hearkenea with only one car I might have re- 
hearsed my tale with more acceptation from those who love to hear 
but half the truth. It is, it may hap, not altogether to the discredit 
of our kindly nation of Scotland, that we are apt to take an interest, 
warm, yea partial, in the deeds and sentiments of our forefathers, 
lie whom his adversaries describe as a periured Prclatist,is desirous 
that bis predecessors should be held moaerate in their power, and 
jilst in their execution of its privileges, when, truly, the 
peruser of the annals of those times shall deem them sanguinary, 
violent, and ty^aifiiical. Again, the representatives of the suffenng 
Nonconformists desire that their ancestors, the Cameroifians, shall 
be represented not simply as honest enthusiasts, oppressed for qpn- , 
science-sake, but perpons of fine breeding, and valiant heroes. Truly, | 
the historian cannot gratify these predilections, lie must needs de-| 
scribe the cavaliers ns proud and high-spirited, cruel, remorseless, J 
and vindictive ; the suffering party as honourably tenacious of their 
,oi)inioiis under nersecuiSion • their own tempers being, however,; 
sullen, fierce, ana rude ; their opinions absurd and extravagant^ and 
their whole course of condalv that of persons whom hellebore would 
better have suited than prosoicufions unto death for Jhigh-treason. 
Natheless, while such and s6 preposterous were the* opinions. on: 
either side, thei^ were, it cannot be doubted, men of virtue affd worth | 
on both, to entitle > either party to claim merit ‘from its. martyrs. It I 
bus bc^i demanded of me, Jedediah Clcishbotham, by whatV jht I ] 
,am eiivhled to constitute myself an impartial judge of th^r wdlre- 
prnchets of opinions, seeing (as it is stated) that I must ^dit^arily 



^ Till? HjfcAfiT OF MlD-LOTiiATf. g’ 

have descended from one or other of the CdiitoiidiD'v pai tic.^ and be, 
of course, wedded for better or for worse, areoi tlini,^ to the re^>^on:lWe 
practice ^f Scotland; to itS ‘dogmata, or opinions, \a.!id laniml. as it 
were, by the tie matrimonial; 0?f^|dii^eak witlmiu jnelaplun*, f\Kjure 
sam/mnis, to maintain them to all^ilun-s. 

r>ut, nothing denying the i>\ti9U^.tlie rule, which calls on alt 
now living to rule their ]jol if icaF ^ p M tlhffOUS opinions by those jirf 
their great-grandfathers, and inevitmWpM^^ the one or the o ^ 
horn of the dilemma betwixt which my ^^|i^j||es,OoiteeiTe 
pinned me to the wall, I yet spy some mcatfiil^ 
privilege to write and speak of both parties wra 


oi 


imTai loS fa iHa K^TtTTTi I 


times went together by the cars in this unlucky country, my fto: 
(venerated be his memory !) was one of the people called Quokeriy* 
and suffered severe handling from either side, even to the extenuation 
of his purse and the iucarceration of his person. 

Craving thy pardon, gentle Reader, for these few words concern- 
ing me n.iid mine, I rest, as above expressed, tby sure and obligated 
friend.^ • 

J. C. 



CANPuncr-rcoH, \ 
r/iisine^jjiniws. f 

* It Is an okl*proverb, that “many a true wortt la apoken in Jest.” The existence of 
Waller Scott, tliinl son of Sir Wlllfnin Scott ol Harden, is instructed, ns it is railed, l^y a 
clmrtcr under the preat seal, Domino Willlrlmo Seolt cle Harden Alillil, et Waltero Scott 
■no fllio lepitimo tertlo ponito, terrarum do Koberton.* The uiunlflccnt old gentleman left 
all hiH four sonsuonsideraWe estates, and settled those of Jillrip, and llachurn, together 
Mith valuable possessions around Lessuddeai, upon Walter, his third son, who Is ancestor 
of the Srotts ol Haebum, and ot the Author*of Wavcricy. He appeal’s to have become a 
convert to tbo doctnue of the Quakers, or Friends, and a great assci tor of their peculiar 
tenets. Tbls^'ns probably at the time ivhcii George Fox, tlic celebrated apostle of tljf) 
sect, made aiRppedltion into the south of 8cotlan<> about l(!o7, on which ocensioii ho 
boasts, that “Tis lie lirst set his horse's fbet upon Heotllsb ground, he felt Iho seed of 
grace to sparkle about him like Innumerable sparks ot fire.” Uj^nJlie same occoslon, 
prolialily, Sir Gideon Scott of Illgliehcstcr, second sou of Sir William,* Innncdiate cider 
brother of Wa A er, and oncestor of the author's friend and kinsman, the present repre- 
sentMtve of the family of Harden, also embraced tlie tenets of Qiinkeiibin. Tills hi.st 
eonvCTt, Gideon, entered into a controversy 'with the Rev. James Kirkton, author of the 
Secret and True History of the Chui’ch ot Scotland, whldli A noticed by my Ingenious 
IVlend Mr Charles Klrkpalrlckc Sharpe, in his valuable and curious edition of that work, 
4to. 1817. Sir Wllllom Scott, oldest of tho brothers, remHiiiei imiitl the defection of his 
two younger iiretlircn, an orthodox member of the rresbytonnn Church, and used such 
mciuis for rcclnlmlpg Walter of Raeburn from Ills hercB>; as savoured far more oI‘ per- 
seciitioii than persuasion. In tills he was assisted iV^MacDougal c? Makcrslon, brother. 

. toisalicffa MacDougal, tlic -wife ot the said Walter, who, like her husband, had con- 
formed to the Quaker tenets. • 

The Interest possessed by Sir W'illlam Scott and,Malierston was powerful enough ^ 
procure tlie two foi/owing acts of the Trlvy Couneikof Scotland, directed against 'VV'altcr 
of Baeburn as lUi licretlc and convert to Quakerism, appointing him toJ>e imprlsiaied tirst 
in KdlnburglijMl, and then in tlmt of Jedburgh; andAls children to be token' by force 
fl-om the society aiul directloifof their parents, and educated at R distance from tliem, 
besides Assignment of a sum for ttieir maintenance, sufficient in those Uu^s l9 be « 
burdwi^'^ie to a moderate Scottish estate. 


I 


• IMf BfusUW'l BirtWI^ PH« ni. 


I'HOLEaCME^ffOySr ‘ 


“ Aptiil IM 11, ^iL:l•siriO .liinii 1 C(m. 

f|‘TlM l-oKl . of i.is iVivy Coimetl rccMvcil InfnTtnatJon that Scott of 

l?nc‘l>ijiii, Jiii.l Im.Ik I m.k k«ioii-iin, hl8 vpith the error #r QimkPri^ni, 


iU»c iMiiIi •’•VO II w> III I >(l iiriil tiiiincup 

tliOPMin' ' M.'iii, iioL‘ tliiTcforo , 
' Uanleii, tlu‘ ^ 11(1 W:u-hiypi's broth©^ 
'>4Qa9to<.ly •‘ind MK-icty nri]ioaa^9j|m 

£ 1 © liousu or miy other 

^Wlljlatn'a Lnstitnee agftfaahli lBSi 


\W^|^#iittciMin«l Tsobcl Scottfl, tliHr child nn, la 
commai'd to Sir William Srott of 
take aivaylhc 9.iifl« rhildron fVoup Hie 
CiuiH '3 odiirat and bring thorn np In liii$ 
and ordAliieii lottc'ra to be direct at tlie said 
Hm, for :i umintennnee to the said.^ childrcu, and 
(nt of his tUligcuco with all coiivciUency.’ * • 


he Sir Wni. Scott of Harden, for hlmsolfnnd In name and 
ol Walter Scott of Kaohavn, his brother, sltowlng that the 
IHlIlrafP^odnclll, by ane art of the 22d da>' JOSa. did grant power and warrand 

the petitioner, to separutand lake away Kaebum's children lirom his family and odticii- 
tlon, and tn Im-cd tlu^rn In Mime couvcnleiit place, wlicrc they might be frt'o IVom all In- 
fection In llu'li younger years, from the principalis of Quakerism, and, tbr maintenance 
of the salds chlSdicn, did ordain letters to be direct against Raeburn; and, sceiitg the 
pctilloucr. In obedience to the s.Ud order, did take away the solds children, iH'Ing two 
Bonnes and u danghtpr, and alicr sonic palnes taken upon them In his ownc ftinilb', 
hes sc'tit them to tlie cUv ofOlaagow, to be bread at schoolcs, and ll\^re to bo principled 
with the kiiowledgo ol tlie true religion, and that it is necessary the (/'oiinclll determine 
whnl .Shull l>o tlie jn.aintenunee tor which Rueburn’s tliree children may be cl i urged, as 
likewise that nachurii hiniiHolf being now in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, where he dayley 
converses whh all the QuaKeix who arc prisoners there, and others wdio dally result to 
tta^m, whereby he is hiirdenod in his pemitious opinions ami principle^, witl^it all hope 
of roenverv, iuiIcsmi* lie be sepnrat from such permtlons company, humbly thereftne, 
doayriiig tluit the C’ouncell might determine upon tlu‘ soumt* of money to he payed Iki 
R aeburn, for the, education ot his children, to the petitioner, who will be AniDtnble there- 
for ; and that. In order to his convotsion, the. place of hh Imprisonment may bo changed. 
The Lord'^ofhls Maj. Privy t'onneell having at length heard and considered the fores, nd 
petition, doe niodlllc the aoium* of two thousand pounds Scots, to be payed yearly at the 
lormc of Wbllsuuday he the said Walter Scott of Huehuni, liirtli of his astute, to Ihe peti- 
tioner, for the entertainment and education of ilio .said children, beginning the llrst 
terines p!i.vinent therof at WliKsnuday hint for the half j'car preceding, ami .<?o fulfil 
yearly, at tlie said taniie of Wh if unday in tym comeing 1 ill tin der orders ; and onhilnes 
the said Walter Scott ol Uaeiiurn t(» lie transported iroui the tolbooth of I'hlinbui'gh to the 
prison of .Icdburgh, where hm frh'n^ls and others may have occasion to cor|5ert him. And 
to the ellee.t ho may be semirod tiom the practice of otliur Quakers, tluwald Lords do© 
hereby discharge the maglslrates of «)cdburgU to sufl'er any persons suspect of those 
prineliiles to harff dteess to him; and In case any contravceii, tiuit they secure flier 
persons till they be Uicrlbrc punclst ; and ordaincs letters to bo direct heirupoii in torm, 
us en'cirs.'* 

Both the sous, thus hs|shly separated from the.lr fatUor, Voved good acTiolai-s. Tli«*, 
eldest, AVllIiam, who cai rled on the line of Raeburn, was, like his lather, n deep Orien- 
talist; tlie yoimgtM', Wnlter. became a good ela'»slenl scholar, a great frieiul and eoi re- 
spondent of the celebrateilf )r Pitealm, and a.laeobiie so di*,rlnguihhed for seal, that ho 
made a \ow never to sli.ive hif beard till the restoration of the exiled family. Tills luht 
Walter Seott ivas tlui nuf lioi 's grco^gramiratlier. • 

• There is yet unotTicr link bet\>45t. the author and the slmph'-minded and •xeollthit 
Soelcty of Friends, though a pr^^tlyle, of much more Iniporianec th.in Walter SeoU of 
Raeburn. The celebrated John .Swinton of .Swinton, xixtii b.irorf.m descent of that. 
fticleiiL and oneo iiowerful fiiiiiMy, fras, with Sir William Loekhari of Lee, the person 
w'hom ^I’omwell diiefly trusted in llie'niiinagcment of the Scotiislralla.ig dniing Ids 
usurpation. Aitef the Restoration, Sviluton was devoted as u victim to Hie new order 
of tidies, and waK i\rougbt down In the sanio vessel vrtilch conveyed Hie M.iriinis of 
Ajr|wl© to Edinburgh, whore that uohlumnn was tried and execufciL SHUnton W'ns 

* dCBliv^ to the .'•amo fate. He had assumed tho liahlt, and entered liitikHielK^icty of 
the (jVakers, and appeared as one ol their number before the Parliamm^recoHuud. 

•JMe r^yoi^ieed all l»gal defence, though sovural picas were open to him, alia iraswered, in 
, conformity to ihe^mnciplcs of his sect, tha^ at the time these f\'«rc imiiiRs: 

• « •* € * t • 




him, he was In the gall of bltfr^rnoiilit^hond of Iniquity; ImjI t1i it Co-l Aliniibt: linking 
eiiico called him to the llglit, he sa«^ an^^llcikAowletig^^ thcsi- i>i lois, .ui'l ilm not u timo 
tu pay the^'orfeit of tJieu^ ■■■ :li>' J'. ili iim"', 


tu pay the^'orfeit of tJieu^ ■■■ :li>' J'. ili iim"', 

extend to llle Itself. ’ 

Itcspect to fallen greatness, and to calm R-sieicition 'vvit!i w liieli a man 

ouec hi high power exitressed himself. UM^^^mlji(^,pliaiige ot itntuiu-, tcniiul S\>!ntt)ii . 
fricAds; finiilly eoiiiiceiioiis, and bomc iMidillelun ilio Com- 

missioner, Joined to pioeurc Ins safety, audllBHjmMttodt. hut after a long imprlSQ)^,^ 
iiient, and much diliipldutiou of Ids estates. u<lmouitiona»,,^ii?ll^;i 

4‘onllnod in the Castle of Edinburgh, had a 

ofUio Friends Colonel David Barclay, iheu lying theN^K|Mj|M^4^^W|U^l|i^||H 

of liohert Barclay, author of the celebrated Apology for 

among the incoiibistenoics of human nature, that Kt rk 

tcrian authors, who have detailed the sutlerings of tlieir owwSBffi||jl^^ 

with the csiahllahed cliuK-h, censure the govennneut oi the ( 

civil power against the peacelhl onthuslusls wo. have tn <itod or, and some 

licular chagrin at the escape of Swintou. AVliatever inight ia* liis motive.^ loi itssuml)^ 

tlio tenets ot the Friends, the old man retained them h-nthtiilly till tin close ol lus life. 

.lean Swlnton, grand-daughter <'f Sir John Swinton, sou ot Judge SwintoiL, us the 
Quaker was usutdly termed, was mother of Anne Butin i ford, the .inilior's mother. 

Ami thus, tts hi the play of the Anti-Jacohiii, the ghost ol the nuthor.s gruiuhnot her 
having arisen to speak the Epilogue, it Is lull time to eonclmle, lest tin: re uler should re- 


monstrate that hlSMcsire to know the Au^r of Waverley never Included a wish to he 
acquainted witlt lus wliolc ancestry. 
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CnAPTER I. 

Being hdvodwtory. 

So down thy hill, romantic Amibonm, glUh a 
The Derby dilly, carrying bul iuBldoa. 

fasOE 

Tiik iitnea hare changed in noihingf more (\\c follow ar» we were 
wont the manuscript of Peter Pattieson) than in the ranid conveyance 
of intelligence and communication betwixt one part oi Scotlana and 
another. It is not above twenty or thirty years, according to the evi- 
dence of many credible witnesses now alive, since a little miserable 
horse-cart, performing with difficulty a journey of thirty miles per 
dkm, carried our mans from the capital of Scotland to its extremity, 
Nor was Scotland much more deficient in these accommodations, than 
our rich sister liod been about emhtv years before. Fieldin^rs in m 
Tom Jone& and Farquhar, in a Tittle farce called tho Stage-Coach» 
ha\ e ridicufcd the slowness of these vehiclbs of public accommodation. 
According* to the latter authority, the highest bribe coidd only induce 
the coachman to promise to anticipate by half an hoilb: me umul time 
of his arrivdl at the Bull and Mouth. 

But in both countijes these ancient, slow, and we modes of convey- 
ance, are now unlike unknown ; mail-coach rac^ against maibcoacia 
and high-flier against hh^li-flier, through the most remote distric^lm 
Britaiu. And in our village alone, three p<;^t-coaches, anti J||h 
I coaches with men armed, and in scarlet coiisocks, thunder tluSV 
. the streets eadh day, and rival in brilliancy and noiscjthc inventilMf 
{ the celebrated tyrant: — ^ 

I • Dvnmty qut nlm&OB H non hmtatnlefutmen^ 

et oomyaedum puisu, nmularcdt eqtu» um. 

Now affd the^ to complete the resemblance, and* to correct the 
presumption^ of tho vonturous charioteers, it does liaijpen tluit the 
career ^•the'fe dashing rivals of'Salmoneus meets with flii|j|dyfKlc- 
' Birabl^)|nd»\iolent a termination as that of their prototype. 
such ocoiiffims that the Insides and Outsides, to use tlic 
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’• pbra'^o'-*. liavo voaHO^ 
loll f.f Llic ancient ** 
(' Mr l*aliT)er, so i 
He (piietl.y dov 

‘IX of 1 ' 

.iiocity 



exchange 4 )f the alow and 
a, which, com|)aved with the 
he name. Tlie ancient vehicle 
I stJiitlled 'and left to sink by the 
pc modern is smashed to pieces 
_ fried against breakers, or rather 
he conclusion of its career through 
_ • Pennant, whose humour it was to set 
) these speedy conveyances, had collected, 
st of such casualties, which, joined to the 
_ whose charges the passengers no time 
aciness'of the coachman, ana the uncontrolled and 

./ of the tyrant called the guard, hekl forth a picture 

horror, to which murder, theft, fraud, and peculation, lent all their 
dark colouring. But that which fn*atihes liie impatience of the 
human disposition will be practised in the teeth of danger, and in 
defiance or admonition; and, in despite of the Cambrian antiquary, 
inail-coaclies not only roll their tijtuuttcrs round tliebivso of Penman- 
Maiir ami Cader-Edris, but 

Frl[|1ited Skkiflaw hoari aftir 
TUo vutUiiijr of thoansesrtned ear. 


And perhaps the echoes of Ben Nevis may soon he awakened by the 
bugle, not of a warlike chieftain, but of tlie guard of a mail<«^oach. 

It was a fine summer day^ .aud our little sdiool had obtaimul a half 
holyda&J^y the mtercession a good-humoured visitor.* » • I expt^cted 
by ilte^Mh a new number of an interesting ]»ei‘iodieal publittatiom 
and lai mcpfl forward on the highway to meet it, with the impatience 
which Co^er has described os actuating the resident in the country 
when longing for intelligence from the mart of nows : 


“The (lebiitc, 

71 ) G popular liaran^«c— the tart replr,^ 

The lojflf, and tho and the wit, 

And tho loud long to Imow them oil 

I ham to set the luiprtObu'a w'rangleraiVce, 

. Aiid iHvethein voice (iful nttoraaoe again.” 

It was with such feelings that I eyed the approach of the new coach, 
Irttely esteblfehecl on our road, and known by the name of the Somer- 
'«et» Whichj, to say trm^h, posse.sses some interest JTor mu, even when it 
^-^iveys no such imvortant information. Tho distant tremulous 
of its wheels was heard just as I gained tlie summit of the gentle 
t, called the Oo6''in-braej from which you cqmrnand an extensive 
flown tlie valley of the river Gander. The public road, which 
^ up the side of that ste’eam, and crosses H a bridge about a 

S r of a mile from the*vlace where I was standing, runs partly 
h endosuros and plantations, and partly throtlgh open pas- 
ind. It is a childish amusement, perhaps, — bi*t my life 
has spent with ebjldren, and why should not my pleasures 
be lik^o ,theirsi*.:-ich3dish a^ it is, then, I must own I have had 
wetdiing the approach bf the carriage, i^fe the 
, GcaWnn 6 ( ; ftit I love, tgf bo propiio of Im- 



The 

jance at a (li'taaVc, coii- 
s^rancc ami tlisa|)i»oarH 
soinuls tliat an- 
istJosa Hpectiitor, 
of avvake^i-^ 
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pollings of the road permit it to ^ 

^rj[iupa#fe* ita diminished and toj-lr® 
tvasted wiUi^c ra])idity of its in ' 
aiicc at intervals, and the pvo^ 
noimce its nearer approach, have* 

^*\vho 1ms nothirig more important to" 
ing interest. The ridicule may atti ^ 
many au honest citken, who watches froS^ 

])as^age of tlie ataffe-coach ; but it is a very i 
ineiU uotwithstandiu/^, and many of those who 
perhaps not unused to ijesort to it in secret. , 

On the present occasion, however, fate had decreed i 
not enjoy the cou summation of the amusement by seeinjj 
rattle past me as 1 sat on the turf, and hearing the hoarse grating' 
voice of the guard as he shimmed f6rth for my grasp the expected 
, yiacket, witlumt the carriage checking i^ course for au instant. I 
Jiad seen the vehicle thunder down the hill that leads to tlie bridge 
with anore than ite usual imnetuoaityr guttering all the while by 
. Jljifehcs from a clomly tabernacle of the dust which it had raised, and 
leaving a train b^hul it on tlie road rescinldii^ a WTeath of ^umnier 
mist. But it did not appear on the lop of tfie ncai'er bank within 
the usual space of three minutes, wliicdi fr^uent observation had 
enabled me to ascertain was the medium time tot crossing, the biidgse 
and mouiiflhg the ascent. When double tbut B|)dce had elapsed,;! 
became alarmed, and walked hastily forward. As I came in sight ^ 
the bridge, till! cause of delay was too manife^t^ foEHhe; Somexkethad 
m^ic a summerset in good eaimesL and overturned so oom^lotely, 
that it was literally resting upon the ground, with tli© roof tinder- 
^ most, and the four wheels in the air. The exertions of the:gutird 
and coachman,” both of whom were gratefully eoramemorated m the 
newspapers, having succeeded in disentangling the horses bv cutting 
the harness, W'ere now proceeding to extricate the insides by a sort 
i)f summary %nd Caesarean process of deUvery, forcing the hinges 
from one of tae doors which they could not open otherwise. In thia 
nuniner were two disconsolate damsels set at liberty fwiSi the womb 
L of the loallieru conveniency. As they immediately began to settle 
^iieir clothes, Avhicli were a little deranged, as may be presumed, 1 
; couekried they had received no injury, and dij not ventttre to 
I obtrude my services at their toilette, for which, 1 imderatOlid, 1 Imvo 
I : nice lieeii reflected upon by the fair suffeyers. The oiiUmes^ Wl^ 
i nust have been discharged from tbeir elevated silhatioti by A shwt 
loscmbliiig the i^ringing of a mine, escaped, iSbrerthekss, with the 
usual allgwauco of scratches and bruises,’* excepting three, who, 
ft'.rtving been nitclied into the river Oander, sivge dimly seen conteiid- 
ing with the T5de,1ike the relies of .^nfeas's shipwreck,— 

‘lUin<i^pwentnantesin^rgitev^QM * 

I applied^y ptior exertions wlici'e they seemed to be most nc 
[arid witfl|^e« assistance of one or two of tho company wbi^ 
rc scaped casfly succeeded in fishing out two oftthA ** 
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tunate passengfcrs, 
for f he preposterous,, 
•%iis)iioiiable lutitud§J 
would have] 



jut active j'ouiig fellows p and, but-, 
their fifreac>coats, aud the equally 
]udo of their Welliiigti»n trousers, 
kiice 'from any one. The third was 
e perished but for the eflbrta used 


..J gentlemen had extidcated themselves 
i their ears like huge water-dogs, a violent 
Itwixt them and the coachman and guard, wn- 
I. of their overthrow. In the course of the squabble,* 
oth my new acquaintances belonged to the law, and 
• professional sharpness was likely to prove an overmatch" 
I surly and official tone of the guardians of the vehicle. Tlie 
dispute ended in the guard assuring Sie passengers that they sliould 
liavc seats in a heavy coach which would pass that spot in less than 
half an hour, provided it were not full. Chance seemed to favour 
this arrangement^ for when the expected vehicle aiTived, there were 
only two maces occupied in a carriage which professed to carry six. 
The two ladies who had been disinterred out of 4he fallen vehicle 
were readily admitted, but positive objections were stated by those 
previously in possession to the admittance of the two lawyers, whose 
wetted garments being much of the nature of wcll-soakcd sponges, 
there wae every reason to bcheve they would refund a q||nsiderable 
part of the water they had collected, to the ineoiivcniencc of their 
leilow-passeiigerB. On the other hand, the lav^yers injected a seat 
on the roof, alleging that they had only taken that station for 
pleasure for one stage, but were entitled in all respects to free 
egress aud regress from the interior, to which their contract 
positively referred. After some altercation, in which something was^^ 
said upon the edict Nautce cciupoiies stabularii, the coach went oil’, 
leaving the learned gentlemen to abide by llicir action of diimng(is. 

They immediately applied to me to guide them to the next villtigc 
and the best inn : and fi^m the account 1 gave them (/ the Wallaeo- 
llead, declared tney were much better pleased to stop there than to 
go forward^iJJon the tenus of that impudent scouiulrel the guard of 



another passenger in the same deserted situation witli themselves. 
This was the etdody and sickly-Iooking person, who had been ore-. 
cipitated into the njer along with the two yoimg lawyers, lie, it 
seems, had h«en too modest to push his own plea against the coach- 
man when he saw tliatj^of Ids betters rejected, and now f'eranined 
behind with a look of Vim id anxiety, plainly iiitiipj^ting that lie was 
deticieiit in those means of rc^^.^vmendatiou which are necessary 
passports tq the hospitality of ah inn. ^ 

I ventured to call attention of the two dashing young blades, 
for*' such Hie/ seemed, to the desolate* J-^^dition oi Jheir fellow-^ 
^j^eUer. iDey took tlie hint with rea^.q^d-iiature.^ 

<^0, iarue, Mr Dunover,” said one cr xife youngfitq^^fJJ%*ou must * 
liDt remain^ on the pav^ here; you must go and faavcsonift 

c- t. , , , 
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;'Avith us— llalkit and I musihairc a io go on, al all oveir: ,, 

and we will set you down wherever j- 

The poor’man, for such his dress, a^Hgnn^iflfidencc, bespoke 
him, made the sort of acknowledging^ hil^HHH|fe||gs a Scotsmaur 
It’s too much honour for the like of 
^ behind his gay patrons, all three be3prinkSli|W|BW^Bifi^^ 
walked along with the moisture of toeir 

hibiting the singular and somewhat ridiculoas^mP|HH|^9H| 
persons suffering from the opposite extreme of 
summer suu was at its height, and overytliing else ar6tm3VH^H|| 
. the expression of heat and drought. The ridicule did not 
young gentlemen themselves, and they had made what might be 
ceived as one or two tolerable jests on the subject before they had 
advanced far on their peregrination. 

“We cannot complain, like Cowley,” said one of them, “tliat 
Gideon's fleece remains dry, while all around is moist ; this is the 
reverse of the miracle.” 


“We ought to be received with gratitude in this good town ; we 
•^fling a supply of what they seem to need most,” said Halkit. 

“ And distribute it with unparalleled generosity,” replied his com- 
panion ; “ peiforming the part of three water-carts for the benefit of 
their dusty roads.” 

“ We cc:ne before them, too,” said Halkit, “ in full professional 
force— counsel and agent—” 

“ And client/’ said the young advocate, looking Dehiiid him. And 
then added, lowering his voice, “ that looks as if he had kept such 
dangerous company too long.” 

• It was, indcea, too true, that the humble follower of the gay young 
'"-men had the threadbare appearance of a worn-out litigant, and 1 could 
not but smile at the conceit, though anxious to concetd my mirth from 
the object of it. 

When we Thrived at the Wallace Inn, the, elder of the Edinburgh 
gentlemen, arid wdiom I understood to be a barrister, insisted that I 
should remain and take pnii; of their dinner; and their^iiiquiries and 
demands speedily put my landlord and his whole family in motion to 
^'oduce the best cnccr which the larder and cellar aflbrded, and pro- 
^^"'cecd tc cook it to the b^>St advantage, a science ii) which our eiiter- 

iuers seemed to be admirably skilled. In other ib.spects they were 
lively young men, in the hey-day of- youth and good spirits, plrtring 
the part which is common to the higher classes o^ the law at Edin- 
burgh, and which nearly resembles that of the yc^ung Templars in the* 
days of Steele and Addison. An air of giddy gaiety lomgled with 
the good Sense, taste,* and information whicl:, -their conversation exhi- 
bited ; and it seeiDcd to be their object to unite tlic character of men 
, of fashion and lovers of the polite arts. A fine gentleman, bred up in 
tlie thorougb'idJoness and inanity of pursuit, which I understaiifl is 
absolutely necessaiw to thc^ character in perfection, might in all ngo- 
f^ability havj^ .traced a tinge of professional pedant^ which ma^ed 
, tlie baiTitJ^ar in spite of his eftbrts, and something of active bustl^^ 
his compoh;^ , and would certainly have detected more thmi a fashidbh 
aUiljpiitiire of jnforyiation and animated interest in the ijangoal^ Vif 
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jisiuions soemed to fft 
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marid. 
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4 pretensions to be so critical, iny com-*^> 
^ liappy mixture of gooil-bveedinff and 
“position to lively rattle, piftn, and jest, 
so it is what be nimself can least easily 


pi^, whom tbeir g^oc»d«naturebad brou^Xt into ^ 
lit of pliwje as well as out of spirits ; sate on the 
kept the chair at two feet distance from the 
incoxnmodiiijy himself considerably in conveying Ibe 
i nis mouth, as if by way of penance for partaking of them 
,he company of his iiupenors. A short time after dinner, declin- ^ 
nil entreaty to ])artake of the wine, which circulated freely round, 
he informed himself of the hour when the chaise had been ordered to 
attend ; and saying he would be in readiness, modestly withdrew from 
the apartment. 

“Jack,” said the barrister to his companion, “I remember that poor 
follow’s face ; you spoke more truly than you were aware of; he really 
is one of my clients, ])Oor man.” 

“Poor man!” echoed Halkit— “I suppose youmtei he is your one**' 
and only client?” 

“ Tlnit's not my fault, Jack,” replied the other, whose name I dis- 
covered was Hardie. “ You are to give me all vour business, you 
know; and if you have none, the learned gentleman k^cre knows 
nothing can come of nothing.” 

“You seem to have brought sometlung to nothing though, in the 
case of that honest man. lie looks as if he were iust about to honour 
with his residence the Heart of MiPtLothian.^*^ 

“ You are mistaken— he is just delivered from it. — Our friend hero 
looks for ail explanation. Pray, Mr Fattiesou, have you been in% 
Edinburgh?” *' 

I answered in the affirmative. 

“Then you must havp passed, occasionally at IcasV.though pro- 
bably not so faithfully as I am doomed to do, thriAigh a narrow 
intricate pi\ssi|ge, leailmg out of the north-west corner of the Faidia- 
meiit Square, and p^Assuig by a high and ani^que building, with 
turrets and iron grates, ^ 

a HiiUng good the sayinf; odd, ‘ 

^ Near the clmrcd* and far from God—' 


Mr Halkit brolm in imon his learned counsel, to contribute his 
moiety to the ridal^“ Having at the door the sign of the Red 
Man—” H * 

“ And being on the wliple,” resumed the coiinsellor, interrtpting his 
friend in his turn, “ a s 6 rl t)f place where misfortune is happily con- 

^ founded with guilt, where all who are in wish to get out 

“lA^iid whpre none who have the good luck to be wish to get 
in,” adfled his coinpanibn. 

, conceive 'you, gentlemen,” rejdied I; '“you mean thg prison.” 

NsPThe prison,” added the young lawyer — ** i on have l^it lyfcr^ihe very ^ 
reverend Tolbooih itself ; and let me tell you, you aj^^Buged to ua * | 
• fk d^scribiilig It with so much modesty hyevitv fM y dA wh at- 
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cornto the mhjn 
BScniJt of onr oily i. 

" teejtsaain in cxr6t( Vfcv, 



ever amplifications we mifflit have ch 
lay entirely at our nioroy, since tlie ^ 
decreed, that the venerable edifice iU 
to oonfinn or to confute us." 

“ TIk'h the Tolbooth of EdinburgK 
L 'lhiiin?" said I. 

“ So termed and reputed, I assure yon." 

“ 1 think," said I, with the bashful diffidence^ ^ 

•slip a pun in iiresence of his superiors, “ the inetmp 
ill that case, be said to have a sad heart." 

“Highlit as my fflove, Mr Pattiesoii," added Mr llardiS^JWI 
close heart, and a hard heart — Keep it up, Jack." 

“And a wicked heart, and a poor heart," answered Ilalkit, doing 
Ills best. 

“ And yet it may he called in some sort a strong heart, and a high 
heart,” rejoined the advocate. “ You gee 1 can put you both out of 
lio.art." 

“ J have played all my hearts," said the younger gentleman. 

“ Tlieii we’’^ have another lead,” aiiswerd his companion — “And 
as to the old and condiMinied Tolbooth, what jiity the same hoiumr 
cannot be done to it a.s lias been done to many of its inmate's. Why 
should not the Tolbooth have its ‘Last Speech, Confession, and 
Dying Words?' Tlie old stones would be just as cmiscious of the 
honour as many a poor devil mIio lias dangled like a tiisscl at the 
west end of it, while the hawkers were slamting a confession the 
culprit had never he^ml of,” 

“ I am afraid ” said I, “ if I might presume to give my opinion, H 
would be a tale of unvaried sorrow and guilt." 

*• Not entirely, my friend,” said llardie i “ a prison is a world with^ 
in itself, and lias its own business, griefs, and joys, peculiar to its 
circle. Its inmates are sometimes short-lived, but so are soldiers on 
service; they are poor relatively to the world witliout, but there are 
degrees (/* vveallh and poverty ainong them, and so some are relatively 
rich uLo. They cannot »tir abroad, but neither can the garrison of 
a Ijcsieged fort, crew of a ship at sea ; and riu*y are not under 

a dispen^/atiuii quite so dc.sjierale m either, for thev may have m 
much food as they have money to buy, and arq not obliged to work 
wJietlier they have food or not.” ^ 

“ Ilut what variety of incident,” said I (not without a secret view 
to my present task), “could possibly be derived from such A woi'k as 
you are. plea.sed to talk of?" 

“ lufiniti;," replied the young advocate. Wliate^'cr of guilt, crime, 

imposture, folly, unheard-of misfortuiws, and unlooked-for change of 
fortune, can be found to chequer life, my Last Speech of the Tolhixvth* 
should illustrate with examnJes sufficient to gorge even the pul>)'C*s 
al]-devo’'.ring appetite for tuc wondeiful and horrible. The inventor 
of fictitibua narratives has to rack his U'ains for means to diversify 
his tale, and after all can hardly hit u)K>n characters or ijcidcut.^ 
which have not been used again «vnd again, until they are fa- 
the ( j c '^f the reader, so tliat the development, enlevemmf, the dea- 
wound of which the lierQ^^.di^jgjjghj^^rdm fiver frem 



biie heroine id suni^j 
V/in With my honest { ““ 
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over, hecome a mere matter of course, 
fthbc, and have an unlucky propensity 
_to rely upon the cork-jacket which 
„'Snfc throuiyh all the billows of afilietion.*' 
iwing passage, rather with too much than 
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it i fcarM, hut am no more afraid, 
bd chaste iK-autv, hy some wrttcli betrny*d, 
drawn away with 8U( li dtstractoil speed, 
hat she antic! pal os a droadOil deed. 

^fot so do 1— 'Let solid walls Iraimund 
The captive lair, and dig a moat around; 
liCt there bo brazen locks and bars of steel, 

And keepers cmel, such os never feel; 

With not a single note the purse supply. 

And when slic begs, let men and molds deny; 
lie windows tlicie from which she dares not tall, 
And help so distant, 'tls In vain to call; 

Still means ot Aecdom will some Tower devise, 

And from the homed rulllan snatch his jirize." 


“ The end of uncertainty,” he concluded, "is the deatiiof iutcrest ; 
and hence it hapiiens that no one now reaau novels.” 

"Hear him, ye godb!” returned his companion. " I assure yon, 
Mr I’atticHon, you will hardly visit this learned gentleman, but you * 
arc likely to find the new novel most in repute lying on his tg^ble,— 
snugly intrenched, however, beneath Stair’s Institutes, or au open 
volume of Morrison's Decisions.” , 

"Do I deny it?” said the hopeful jurisconsult, "or wherefore 
should T, sinee it is well known these Dclilahs seduce my wisers and 
my betters ? May they not be found lurking amidst the muliiplied 
memorials of our most distinguished counsel, and even peeiiing from 
under the cushion of a judge's arm-«bair? Our seniors ai the liar, 
within the bar, ^id even on the bench, read novels ; and, if not beliod, 
sqpie of them have written novels into the bargain. I only^pay, lliat 
I read from habit and fPpm ihdoleiico, not from real iiitei *st‘; that, 
like Ancient Tistol devouring his leek, 1 read aud swear till I get to 
the end of the UUfrative. Hut not so in the rM records of human 
vagaries*— not so in the State Trials, or in the Books of A^ourn.al, 
where every now and then you read new pages of the human hea»’t, 
and turns of fortund far beyond what the boldest novelist mer 
attempted to produce Yrom tlie coinage of his brain.” 

" And for sueh^iiarretives,” I asked, " you suppose the History of 
the Prison of Edinburgh might afford anjiropriate mati‘riiils?” 

"In a degree wcmusualjy ample, my dear sir,” said ILirdic— " Fill 
your glass, however, in the lAcanwhile. Was it not for many years 
'the p&ce in which the Seottii^ pf^rliamont met? Was it not James’s 
nlcec of refuge, when the mob, inflamed by a seditious preacher, 
Droke foii'th on him with the cric.s of ‘ The sword of the Lok(} and of 
Gideon — ^bring forth the wicked ITamau?’ Since that time how 
many hlfarts have tlirobbed within (Jiesc walls, as the tolling^f tlie 
r neikM^wtriiig bell announced to them how fast tho sands of th^irlifo 
^werc Qil)bing ; how many must have sunk at the sound — hftfftiiany 
j||F^re sup]»orted hy stubborn pride aud dogged reaoKvtion— kow uu^y 
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by the eonsolatiORS of religion? Hi 
looking back on the motives of thei 
understand how they should have had 
them from virtue ? and have there not) 

sensible of their innocence, were divided 

ulldeservcd doom which they were to 
they had not deserved it, and racking anxiety 
in which they might vet vindicate themselves ? 

of these deep, powerful, and agitating feelings, can 

perused without exciting a corresponding depth of deep, ^ 
and agitating interest?— O I do but wait till I publish the Caw. _ 
Celebres of Caledonia, and you will find no want of a novel or a tra- 
gedy for some time to come. The true thing will triumph over the 
brightest inventions of the most ardent imagination. Magna est 
vei’ita^, et prmmlehitJ* 

“ 1 have understood,” said I, encouraged by the affability of my 
rattling entertainer, that less of tliis interest must attach to^Scottish 
jurisprudence than to that of any other country. The general 

morality of offr peo|)lc. their sober and prudent liabits ” 

k “ Secure them,” saia the barrister, “ against any great increaise of 
^professional thieves and depredators, but not against wild and WAy*> 
ward starts of fancy and passion, producing crimes of an extraor- 

« iradescript!on, which are precisely those to the detail of wliich 
ten with thrilling interest. England has been much longer a 
f civilwed country ; her subjects have b^en very strictly amenable 
to laws administered without fear or favour, a complete division of 
labour has taken place among her subjects, and the very thieves and 
robbers form a distinct class m society, subdivided among themselves 
according to the subject of their depredations, apd the modern which 
they carry them on, acting uponPregnlar habits and urincipJes, which 
can be calculated and anticipated at Bow Street, HaXton Garden, or 
the OldJ^iiley. Our sister Kingdom is Jike a cultivated field, — the 
farmer exflects that, in spite of ml his care, a certain number of weeds 
will rise witli the cont; and can tell you beforehand their names and 
appearance. But Scotland is like one of her own nigbland glens, 
and the moralist who reads the records of her criminal jurisprudence, 
w31 find as many carious anomalous facts in ^e histo^ of mind, as 



^ - suppose we learned author very 1 

the facts which iiis erudition and acuteness have ac^mulated for the 
illustration of legal doctrines, might be^o arranged as to form a sort, 
of appendix ta the half-bound ana sKp-sbod volumes of the circulating 

Afet you a pint of claret,” said the elder lawyer, ^ that he will 



and dHSlIre givegr for the contrivance and executioi]^ of inai^ 
dar|hg aimes, by the long civil di»8en»h>»s of*** 
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be curdled, and •liis cpidermi a^ cri s!>ed into ^oose skirt — But, 
— hero comes the landlord, with tiaings, 1 suppose, that the 


■ a, which, until 1748, rested the inreati- 

noraiit, partial, or intereatec^by the 
in their distant and solitary niansion- 
ful passions just to keep their blood 
m that atniame national auolihcati^ 
m Scotorurn^ which our lawyers join 
B severity of some of our enactments, 
rs so mysterious, deep, and daiijfcrous, # 
:iven rise to, the blood of each reader 
[ermi a^cri simd into ^oose skirt — But, 
d, with tidings, 1 suppose, that the 

chaise is ready.” 

It ■was no such thing — ^tlie tidings bore, that no cliaise could be had 
that evening, for Sir Peter PJycm had canied forward my landlord's 
two pail's of horses tluit morning to the ancient royal Wrough of 
Bubbleburgli, to look after his interest there. Biit as Bubbleburgh 
is only one of a set of five borough'^ which club tbeir shares for a 
member of parliament* Sir Peter's adversary had judicjpiisly watched 
his departure, in order to commence a canvass in the no less royal 
borough of Bitem, which, as all the wwld knows, lies at the very 
termination of Sir Peter's avenue, and has been held in loading-strings 
by him and bis ancestors for time immemorial. Now Sir Peter was 
thus placed in the situation of an amhitious monarch, who, affi.*r 
ing commenced a daring inroad into his enemy’s territories, is sud- 
denly recalled by nn invasion of bis own hereditary demirtions. He 
Wiw obliged in consequence to return from the half-won borough 
of Bubbleburgh to look after the half-lost borough of Bitem, and 
^e two pairs of horses which had carried him that morning to 
Bubbleburgh, were now forcibly detained to transport him, his agent, 
bis valet, his jester, and his hard-drinker, aci’oss the country to Bitem. 
The cause of this detention, which to mo was of as little consequt'iicc 
it may bo to the reader, was important enough to my cij^nimnions 
ite reconcile them to the delay, l^jke eagles, they Rnmlhuf the battle 
afar off, ordered % magnum of claret and beds at the Wallace, and 
entered at fbll aujjltB^o the Bubbleburgh and Bitem politics, with 
all the probable and complaints ” to which they were Likely 

to give rise. 

III the midst of JJWKcious, animated, \nd, to me, most unintelligible 


afar off, ordered a m 
entered at tbll aujjM 
all the probable 
to give rise. 

In the midst of wW 


discussion, concerning provosts, bailiev dc*mons, sets of lM)T<iiighs, 
leets, towm-clerkK, buwsses resident and iiidn-resident, all of a sudden 
the lawyer recollected liimself. ** Poor Bunover, we must not forget 
him;” and the lamllord was despatched in quest of the paum’e AoJt/mx, 
with an earnestly civil invitsrtion to him for the rest of the evening. 

I could not help addling the young gentlemen if they kitbw the liistoiy 
of this poor man ; and the counsellor applied himself to Im pocket 
to recover the memorial or^brief from which he had stated life cause. 

“Hejiaebecn a^*andidate for our remedtu?rumiserabile,** said Mr 
Hardj^ "^mmonly called a ceasio' honor urn. As there ard^iiines 
Vholmvejlpubted the eternity of future punishments, so t^^otch 
lawym'ap^ ta have thought that the crime of W vert J SgKt- be 
woeffmbyBQfmetlungshoi't of pei'petual impris&meftt;. AfiaNK 
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month’s confinement, you mu*?! know, 
on a sufficient statemont to our »Siipr 
amount his funds, and the nsture of h 
erinsf all his effects to his creditors, to c 
prison/' 

* I had heard,” I replied, “ of such a liiimnu 

“ Yes,” said Halkit, “ and the beauty of ij; is, 

^said, you may /yet the cessio when the bo norums ar* 
what, are YOU puzzling: in your pockets to seek your on ^ 
among: old play^bilh, letters requesting a meetinp:’of the h^acnlt}^ 
of the Spe^'ulatire Society, syllabus' of lectures - all the nii^celLuif*ow n 
contents of a young advocate's pocket, which contains e^er^ thing 
but briefs apd l>ank notes ? Can y»m not slate n case of resslo \\ ii hoiifc 
your memorial ? Wliv, it is done every Haturda} The e\ cut f< >11'> w 

each other as rcgnlariy as clock-work, and one form of condc^ceud- 
cnce might suit cveJy one of them/' 

“This is very unlike the variety of distress which this gentleman 
staled to fall under the consideration of yiuir judges,” said 1. 

“True,” replied Halkit; “but Ifardie spoke of ciiminal jurispru- 
dence, and this business is purelv civil. 1 could ])lcad a cessio mj >elf 
without tlie inspiring honours of a gown and ihree-tailed peiiw ig— 
—Listen. — My client was bred a journeyman weaver ~ made some 
little itoncy — took a farm — (for conducting ii^f.irm, like dii\ing a 
gig, comes by nature)— late severe times— induced to sign bills w'lth 
a friend, Ibr which he received no value — landlord ‘'Couesfrates— 
creditors accept a compoaition—pursuersetsup a iinhlic- house— fails 
a secoml time— is incarcerated for a debt of ten pounds, se\ en shillings 
and sixpence— his debts amount ta blank his losses to blank — his 
funds to blank— leaving a balance of blank in his favour. There is 
no opposition ; your lordships irill xdcasc grant commission to take 
his oath.” 

liardit now renounced this ineffectual search, in which there was 
perhaps 9 little affectation^ and told \iS the tale of poor 1 )unovers 
aibtrehses, with a'Vone in w 


distrchses, with a'Vone in which a degree of feeling, wliich he seemed 
ashamed pf tis unprofessional, mingled with his afteftipts at wit, and 
did him more honour. It was one of those tiles which seem to argue 
n^ort of ill-luck* er fatality attached to the liero. A well-informed, 
industrious, and blameless, hut poor and ba*J»ful man, had in \aiii 


essayed dl the usual means by which others ncquii*e indcnondeiioc, 

J et hod never succeeded beyond the aitainmocit of bare Mibsistu]^. 
luring a brief gleam of hope, rather than ^tfctuol prosperity, he had 
addjj|d a wi^ and family to his cares, but the dawn was spceciily over- 
cast. Everything retromded with towards the verge of the 
miry 81ougb of Despond, which ^awmf for ins»)lvent debtors ; and 
after eatclung at each twig, and experiencing tlie iirotracted agony of , 
feeling4hcm one by one elude his grasn, he actudly sunkniuto the 
miry pit whence he had been extricated by the professional exertion® 
ofljafdie. * . * • 

suppose now von have dragged this poor devil as! you 
wjl)w5^ehim inflf naked outlie beach to provide for hiinselfi? '' sai^ 
««Xj^it..**^llair ye,'— and he whispered faomcthiiljg in kis*eari.«of 
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■ insinuating words, “Interest with my 

aid llardie, laughing, “ to provide a 
king ^ wh&t you mention, provided it 

poor man’s misfortunes had given him, 
laim to the attention and respect of the 
nth great civility, and gradually engaged 
, much to my satisfacnon, again turned* 
Scotland. Imboldcncd by me kindness 
fjjjfrpii wnicn ne was ircatea, jvIj* Dunover began to oontribute his share 
to the amusement of the evening. Jails, like other places, have their 
ancient traditions, known only to the inliabitants, and lianded down 
from one set of the nielancholv lodgers to the next who occupy their 
cells. Some of these, which llunover mentioned, were interesting, 
and served to illustrate tlie narratives of remarkable trials, which 
Ilardic had at his finger ends, and which his companion was also well 
skilled in. This sort of conversation passed away the evening till the 
early hour when Mr Dunover chose to retire to rest, r^nd I aKo re- 
treated to take down memorandums of what 1 had learned, in order 
to add another narrative to those which it had been my chief amuse- 
incut to collect, and to write out in detail. The two young men 
ordered a broiled bone, Madeira negus, and a pack of cards, a] 4 ,a com- 
menced a game at nic4uet. 

l^ext morning the travellers left Ganderdeugh. I afterwards 
learned from the papers that both have been since engaged in the 
great political cause of Bubbleburgh and Bitem, a summary case, and 
entitled to particular despatch ; but which, it is thought, nevertheless, 
may outlast the duration of the pafliament to which the contest refers. 
Mr ITalkit, as the newspapers iufornjed me, acts as agent or solicitor : 
and Mr Hardio opened for Sir Peter Plyem with singular ability, and 
to such good purpose^ that 1 understand he has since had fmver play- 
bills anumore bnefs m his pocket. And both the young gentlemen 
deserve their good fortune ; for I learned from Dunover, who called 
on me some weeks afterwards, and communicated the intelligence 
with tears in his eyes, that their interest had availed to obtain him a 
small office for the decent maintenance of his family ; and that, afV'r 
a train of constant axA uniuterrupted misfortune!, ne could trace a 
dawn of prosiierity todiis having the good fortune to be flung from 
the top of a mail-coach into the river Gander, in company with an 
advocate and a writer \o the signet. The reader will not pcrliaps 
deem liimself cqi\plly ohlik'cd to the accident, since it brings upon him 
the following uaiTative, founded upon the conversation of the evefling. 
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Thuro death breaks tlio shackles wblrh Ibrco hnd put on, 

And tho lianinuau couiplotos what the judf^o but bo(;an, 

Q here the squlio of the iioct, and kulgbt ot the post, 

Find their pnlns no more baulk'd, and Uicir hopes no more ( loss d 

* I'UOB. 



In former times, Engflaud bad her T>buru, to iivliich the devoted 
victims of justice were conducted in solemn procession up what is now 
called Ojtiord-lload. In Kdinhurifh, a larg:e open blrcet, or rather 
oblong square, gm-rounded by high houses, called the (xrassmarket, 
was used for the same mebincholy purpose. It w-as not ill chosen for 
.such ascencji^iu; of cousiderublo extent, and thciefore fit lo ac- 
coinraodaio a great number of .spectators, such as arc usually as> 
sembled by this melancholy spectacle. On the other hand, few of the 
liouhos winch surround it were, even in eaily times, inhubitedbv}»er- 
sons of fubliion ; so that those likely to be offended or over deeply 
aff(^(4|Jby such unpleasant exhibitions were not in the way of having 
their qwvdisturbed by them. The houses in the Gra.sbmai ket are, 
generally i^eakiiig. of a mean description ; yet the place is not with- 
t)ut ‘-ome features of srrandeur, being overhung by the bouthern side 
of the huge roc^ on wliich the Castle stands, and by tho mosb-gruwn 
battlcuicnts atvitivrretcd walls of that ancient fortress. 

It was tlie custom, until withii^ these thirty years, or thereabouts, 
to use this osplauade for the scene of )mbUc executions. The fatal 
day was announced to the public, by the appearance of a huge black 
gallows-trao towards the eastern end of itbe Grossmarket. This ilf- 
omened apparition was of great height, with a scaffold surrounding 
il, and a double ladder placed against it, for the ascoutsif the unhappy 
nimiiiul and executioner. As this apparatus was always arranged 
before dawn, it s<H;med as if the gallows liad gi'owrn out of the earth 
in the course of one night, like the productioif of some foul demon ; 
and I well remember the flight with which tht school-boys, when I 
was one of their number, used to regard these ominous signs of deadly 
])reparatiou. On tho night after the execution the gallows a^in 
disappeared, »and was convejed in silence aftd darkpess to the luacc 
where it was usually deposited, which was one of tlie vaults under tlio 
Tiiiliamoiit-luj^iise, or courts of ju’'1ice.*'aThis mode of evccution is- 
now exchanged for one similar to Ihat in fioiit of Newgate,— wijh 
what bcnefifial effect is uncertain. The mental sufferings of (he con- 
vict are Indeed shortened. He no longertstaiks bet<?een the attend- 
ant elcrin niep, dressed in his grave-dotlios, through a considerable 
part 9f\ne city, looking like a mdviiur and walking corpse, wb^ yet^ 
an inMUyraut of ^is world ; but, as tlic ultimate purpose of ijpnish- ^ 
Ia view^e proentiou of crimes, it ma^ at i^a&t bq dqabted» ^ 
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relancholy ceremony, we have not in part 
\;ct upon the spectators which is the useful 
/%tnl in consideration of which alone, unless 


Jihricd in tlm place we have described, and at^au 
_ ace around bej^an to lie occupied by stiveral jjrroups, 
bn the scaffold and gibbet with a stern and vindictive 
satisfaction very seldom testified by the populace, whosd 
g'ood-miture, in most cases, forgets the crime of the condemned 
•person, and dwells only on his misery. But the act of which the ex- 
pected culprit had been 'convicted was of a description calculated 
nearly and closely to awaken and irritate the resentful feelings of the 
multitude. The tale is well known: yet it is necessary to recapitu- 
late its leading circumstances, for tlie better Understanding wliat is 
to follow ; and the niirrative may pi-ove lortg, but I trust not unin- 
teresting, even to those who have heard its general issue. At any 
rate, some detail is necessary, in order to render intelligible the sub- 
sequeiit events of <mr narrative. w 

Contraband trade, 1 hough it Strikes at the root of legitimate gov- 
ernment, by encroaching on its revenues,:— though it injures the 
fair trader, and debauches the mind of those engaged in it,— is not 
usually looked upon, cither by the vulgar or by their bett#rs, in a 
very heinous point of view. On the contrary, in those fjUunties 
where it prevails, the cleverest, boldest, and most intelligent of the 
peasantry, are uniformly engjjped in illicit transactions, and very 
often witli the sanction of the formers and inferior genti;y. Smug- 
gling 1vas almost universal in., Scotland in the reigns ifC^^rge I. 
and IL; for the people, unaccustomed to imposts, ano^ regarding 
them as an unjust aggression upos their ancient liherties, made uo 
scruple to elude them whenever it was possible to do so. 

^ Tlie county of Fife, bounded by two nrtbs on the south And north, 
and by the soa on the east, !lnd having a number of seaports, 
was long famed for maintaining successfully a contraband trade; 
and, as tbere*w^re many seafaring men residing thens who had 
been iiirates and buccaneers in their youth, there were ifot wanting 
a KUTOcieiit number o| daring men to carry it Among thesci a 
fellow, called Audiw Wilson, originally a baker in the village of 
Pathhead, was particularly obnoxious to the revenue officers. He 
wais possessed of griat personal strength, courage, and cunning,^ 
was perfectly acquaiufed with the coast, and capable of conductin 
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in bafHing the pursuit aud ^.searches of the kin^s officers ; Itut ho 
became so much tbeobjectfm their suspicions and\vatehful attentiort, 
that at length he was totally ruined by repeated seizures. The man 
He considered himself as robbed and plundered ; 
it mto hisliead, tSiat be had a right to make reprisals, as ho 
opportunity. Where, the heart ‘is prepared %S)r evil, 
ity is seldom long wanting. This Wilson learned, tlidt the 
or of the Customs at Kirkaldy had comuyto Pittiei^M^» hi 
trse of Ip offidai round of duty, with a cl|iside{dbl8 s^gf 
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public money in his custody. As tlic am? 
value of the gt)oda which had been seized 
Bcruplc conscience in r.esolvin<f to reli 
losses, at the expense of the Collector a 
associated with himself one Eobertsou, and tW 
men, whom, having been concerned in thd same i) 
suaded to view the transaction in the same justifiab ^ 

Jie himself considered it. They w'atched the motions of thd’iMWiKSpf? 
they broke forcibly into the house w'here be lodged,-— Wilson, with 
two of his associates, entering the CoDector's apartmeiit, while" 
Eobertson, the fourth, kept watch at the 4oor with a drawn cutlass" ' 
in his hand. The officer of the customs, conceiving his life in danger, 
escaped out of his bedroom window, and fleil in his shirt, so that the 

E lunderers, with much case, possessed themselves of about two 
undred pounds of public money. The robbery w'as cominitted in a 
very audacious manner, for sevei’al persons were ]mssiiig in the 
street at the time. But Eobertson, representing the noise they 
heard as a dispute or fray betwixt the (Collector and the people of 
the house, th^ worthy citizens of Pittcnweein felt tht‘ in 'Selves no way 
called on to interfere in behalf of the obnoxious revenue officer ; so, 
satisfyinff themselves with this very superficial account of the matter, 
like the Ijcvlte in the payable, they passed on the opposite side of 
the An alarm was at length given, milits^'y were called in, the 
depredators were pursued, the booty recovered, ami Wilson and 
Eobertspw tried and condemned to death, chiefly on the evidence of 
an accomplice. 

Many thought, that, in consideration of the men's erroneous 
opinion of the nature of tile action tliey had committed, justice 
might have been satisfied with a less forfeiture than that of two 
lives. On the other hand, from the audacity of the fact, a severe 
example was judged necessary; andsudiwas'tho opinion of the gov- 
ertinientS> When it become apparent that the sentence of deii^i 
was to he executed, files, and other implements neeessiirjr for their 
escape, were transmitted secretly to the culprits a friend from 
without. ,By these means they sawed a bar out or one of the prison 
windows, and might have made their escape, hut for the obstinacy of 
Wilson, who, as ife was daringly resolute, w^asidoggcdly i>evtinacioU8 
of his opinion. His comrade, Kohertson, a young and slender man, 
proposed to make the experiment, of passhigThe foremost through 
the gap they had made, and enlarging it^from the outside, if 
necessary, tp allow Wilson free passage. aWilsoli, however, insisted 
on rgaking the first experiment, and being a robuit and lusty man, 
he not only found it impossible to get through betwixt the bars, but^ 
by his struggles, he jammed himself so^fast, that he was unable to 
draw his baay back again. In these circumstances discoverj" became 
unavoidable, and sufficient precautions w-ere taken, by the jailor to 
prevent any repctiticyi of the same atteiflnt. Robertson uttered not 
a wpi^^of itjfiection on his companion for the consequences o£ his 
obstimCT; but it appeared from the sequel, that Wilson's nfflfd wai>‘ 
deojj^mpresaedfwith the recollection, tliat but for Jiim, his comrade,^, 
whoije miXd he exercised considerable influence, tvCtiid * 
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The benediction was ])roiiounced as usual; and ilio \ 
was dismissed, many liiifi;orinff to indulije their curio ‘ 
fixed Wk-at tlic two criminals, who now% as well as tl ^ 
up, ns if to depart when tlie crowd should i)C‘rmit ilien^ 
of compassion wjis heard to i)ervade the spectatois, thei_.__ 
perhaps, on account of the alleviating^ circumstances of 1 , „ , 
when all at once, Wilson, wlio, as we have already noticed, was t, y 
stiongf man, seized two of the soldiers, one with each liand, and t 
at the same time to his comnanion, “ Run, (Jeoidio, inn ! '' threw 
himself on a third, and fastenea his teeth on the collai of liis coat 
R obertson stood for a second as if thunderstruck, itud iinabh* to a\ail 
himself of the opportunity of escape; but the cry of ‘•Run, run!’" 
bcingf echoed from many around, whose feelings siirpiised them into 
a very natural interest in his behalf, he shook oi!‘ the ol the re- 
mainingf soldier, threw himself over the pew, mixed with the di-xpiT^- 
inp couCTCffation, none of whom felt inclined to sto]) a i>ooi wiet<h 
taking; nis last chance for his life, gained the door of the chinch, and 
wa*. lost to all pursuit. 

'Fhe generoi^ iiitrciiidity which Wilson had disul.ijed on this 
.occasion augmented the feeling of compassion wliuli attended hn 
fat(». Tho public, where their own prejudices are not concerned, aie 
easily engaged on the side of disinterest ednos** and hmii.iiiify, ad- 
iniied Wjsou's behaviour, and rgoiced in Robeitson’s escape. This 
general ieeliiiff was so great, that it excited a \agiiu* ie])oit that 
Wilson would be rescued at the place of execution, cither hj the mob 
or by somekif his old associates, or by some sc»eond evtiaouliuaiy 
and imexpocied exertion of strength and com ago on hn own p»irt. 
'I'lic magistrates thought it their duty to pro^icle against the possi- 
bility of disturbance. They ordered out, for piotcclion of the execu- 
tioii of the sentence, the greater part of their own Cit> Giiaid, uncler 
the conmiaud of Oaptain Povtcous, a mauwliose name heeame too 
memorable, from the melancholy circumstances of the da}, and bubse- 
c[iient oveu?«. It may be necessary to say a word about this person, 
and the corps which he commnudea. But the subject iM of importance 
Huffieient to deserve another chapter. <* « 


CHAPTER 111 

And tliou, fti oat god of aqua-'v Its ’ i 
Wha Stv the empne ol tins clli 
(Whon foil we’ie sonKtina b c ajn molt} \ 

Ho thoupicpicol 

lo »A\c ns nae that bhuk b lYiitUtl, 

Tho City Cfunidl 

’■ FesqU90m*8 rt{/t f>ays 

Captain John Porteofs, a name memorable in the traditions of 
Kdinbuiffli, as. well as in the records of criminol jurisprudence, was 
the hoa oi a citizen of Edinbun^h, who endeavoured to breed l»'"i ui> 
to bis ja p mecliankal trade or & tailor. The youth, however, l^ad a 
wil^tfi^ iri'eclaiuuble propensity to dissipation, whkli finglly 
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cor}#^ loii^ mflintaiuod in llioftorrice of the States 
and CJilletl the Siolch Dulch. lleie he learned mihUry 
and, nlmniua niiowaids, iu tl)o eoiiuie of ai^ idle and 
I'lllBSfephiff life, to Ills name d<>, his nenicea were requiied hj the 
of Mditibui in the di^tuiliod >eai 1715, for di'^uphuinff 
City Gunid, in n liieh h(‘ slioitly afterwards recehed a (Mptiiiits 
IjoirtniHslon. Jt was only h\ hn mUitaiy sKill, and an aUjrl ana loso- 
hile chai.Kfei as an offieVr oi ]i(»lice, that he mentod this promotion, 
lor jie IS said to h.i\e been a nun of proHi^fate habits, an uunatiintl 
.son, and a biul.il hu*»bind. lie was, however, ii&etn I in hw station, 
and his haish and liinet^ habits icndered him formidable to rioters or 
dislnrbeis of th(‘ jiiibhe iToaee. 

Tlie eoi’iis in whi< 1» he Jield his command is, or perhaps we should 
rather sai /n,s, a ImmIv of abmit one hundred and taentv stddiers, 
diiided into iliite comp.inies, and reunlaily aimed, dothed, and em> 
Iwxhed. They \u'ie cliieUv ^eteiaiis who enlisted in this corp'^ 
IniMUv the benefit of woikini 4 at theii trades when they weie oti 
diit^ . Tlu men had the ehaifje of proserviiijf public older, reiiress- 
iin; Hols and stieet lobberios, acting, jii short, as ati aruud police, 
and altendnitt on nil pulilic oecasiouh wheie coiifnsimi or poi«d.ii <hv 
turbame ini/ht btM‘\j>eeted.' Poor Kei if UHon, whose iire^inlaiitios 
fcoiuetune led him into unpleasant leiiconties with these mihtarv eon- 
sen nlois of pubhe 01 del. and who mentions them bo often that he 
ma) ho termed tlicnr poet laureate, tlmai admouibhob hisTeaileib, 
warned doiibtlesb by his own oxpoiiuice; 


“ ( .mlc (blk, as ye < omo Ii lo the (klr, 

UhIc > oia flap tins bLuJ- '►qu ul , 
lIuK siuio mosa^rti^eM plHPwhoic 
n AUuw a to w< u iU( U id/* 

w 

In fad, the Boldiem of the Cit} /Inard^, hointf, as wc have said, in 
general disclmiifod voteuiiisjw ho had strength enouiilneiuAanm' for 
this municipal dut}, and being, moreover, foi the j^realei n.iit,lli 2 h- 
'landera. wtie neither by bifth, education, oi former babihi ti >im*a to 
ondme with much patience the insults of the rabble, or the provoking 
pctulaneo of trunut sclioolbojs, and idle debauchees of all de'»ci iptions, 
w'ilb whom their occupatjon bionght them into contawt On the 
conlraiy, the teinjieih of the mwir <dd fellows v ere soured ,lho 
indignities with wnkhi the mob distinguished tliem oiinianv ocea- 
aions, and freqnentljfiirjight ha>c required the soothing btruius of the 
poet we have just tp^|^)t(‘d— 

“ O f»ol<t,Pis » ftir your afn dear aakos, 

#• Vor St otland’s bn e, iUq l«unl o’ Oakes, 

(til nol lioi ImUiis sic diiuUy p.dkB, 

• ii** Xoi hr stieiurJe, 

^ Wr llrtlu* k or Lo<IiAb(u- I'^e, 

Afc spUl tluir bliiid i ” 

On all oeeasTonfs when aFholyday licensed some riot .and iiTegnlarity, 

• I n ^ 

<* TJJtf Lord IVnv I f was ex-offliM cnimm md# t aod fOlomplol llie foipaWWvl^li iniglit 
be InerpitHed 1o thm b.indred tnfn wIkii the tumt nuiUied it Is * »th< i «lMim Init 
ttuSifttwah im0'W«*d to Sound on tlio IU»di btiwt between tltt LupKtnPeillliftjnd Uio 
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- a f;1cirmish witli these vetemns was a favoni-ile recreation with 
rahhh' of PhUnburg'h. Thc^io pa<»’ert may pcrlinps see the Jijj»ht 
many liav( 4 iu fresh recollecfcion such onsets as we allude to. But U|^'^ 
veiKH ablc corps, with whom the contention was held, may now be ioti- 
sadered as totally extinct. Uf late tlie ^adiial diminution of these 
civio«oldicrs, reminds one of the abateinent/of Kiu^^ JL^ear’s ImndrcMil 
knig'hts. The edicts of each succeeding set of mfigistrates have, like 
those of Goneril and Reg‘an, diminishca this vbiievaibit* band Avitli tlie 
pwnilav jiuestion, “ What need we ftve-and- twenty ?^ten ?— or five I 
And it is now nearly come to, ^ What need one ? ” 4 spectre may 
, indeed liere and t))ere still he seen* of an old crey-lieaded and ^yrey- 
heardod llighlaiuler, Avith Avai -worn features, nut‘l)ent dotihle by iio:e : 
dressed in an old-fasliioned cocked hat, hound with Avhitc tape instead 
of silver lace ; and in coat, waistcojit, and hveecbes of a muddy- 
eohmi'ecl red, bearing in his withered hand an ancient weapon, called 
a lioehaber-axe ; a lon^' jxde, namely, with an axe at the extremity, 
and aluM)k^ atthc back of the haichet.p) Such a phantom of former 
days still creeps, 1 luire been informed, round the statue of (Jharles 
the Second, in Ae Parliament Square, as if the imfi 4 ;e of a Stewart 
Avorc the last refuge f(»r any memorial of our ancient manners ; and 
one or two others are supposed tojglide around the door of the gmu'dr 
house assi^ued l-o them in the Luckenbooths, when their ancient 
refuge iiMitlie High Street was kid low. But the fate of manuscripts 
bequeathed to fnenck and executors is so uncertain, that the naiTOttve 
coutaiiiitvg these frail motnoriakof the old Town-Guard of Edinburgh, 
wlio, witli tneir grim and valiant corporal John Dim (the fierccMt- 
looking felloAV I ever saAv), were, in my boyhood, the alternate terror 
and derision of the petulant brood of the Higb-sclmol, niny, perhaps, 
only come to light AA’heu all memory of the institution lias laded away, 
and then serve as an illustration qX Kay’s caricatures, who has pre* 
sewed the features of some of tlieir heroes. In the irreccding gmiev- 
atiou, wliei^heve was a perpetual alarm for the plots and activity of , 
tlio Jacobite.1| some pains were taken by thd’magistrate.s of Edinburgh 
to keep this corps, though composed always of such materials as we 
have noticed, in a more effective state than was aftA’w^mrds judged 
necessary, Avften their most dangerous service was to skirmish with 
the nubble on the lihig’s birtli-day . They .vrerc, |lierefoi‘e, more the 
objects of hatred, and less that of scorn, than they were aftei-warda 
accounted. I 

To Captain John Porteous, the honour of his command and of bia 
corps seems to have been a matter of high interfist and importance, 
lie was exceecfingly incensed against M^flson for the affront whicli he 
donstfufid liiin to have put ujnm his 8oldiei^.in the effort ho made for 
the. liberation ofidiis companion, and expressed himself most ardently 
on the subject. He was no less iud^iant at the report, that there 
was, an intention to rescue Wilson himself from the^gallows^ ond 
r uttered many threats and imprecationa upon^that suhje^, which were 
afterwarjk iremeralicred to his disadvantage. lu fact, if a good 

» to tlie lienrer of Iho T^ochaber-nxe to scaTo a gateway, by sW 

pling tho iloor, -ind swinging hJmsclf up by the staff ofWs weapon, « 
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of determination and* promptitude rendered Porteous, in one re*^pcct, 
fit to command fluaids de'^igned to suppress popular commotion, he 
sioips, on the other, to haie been disqualified foi a chargefeo delicate, 
by a hot and surly temper, always too.ready to come to blows and vio- 
lence ; a charaetor void of piiuciple ; and a disposition to rcgaid the 
rabble, who sel^im failed to regale him and liis soldiers with ^me 
mai ks of iheir displeqsurc, as declared enemies, upon whom it was 
natural and justifiable that he should seek opportunities of venge- 
ance. Beiiiff, however, the most active and trustworthy among the 
captains of the City Guard, he was the person to whom the magis- 
trates confided the command of the soldiers appointed to keep the 
peace at the time of Wilaon’s execution. He was ordered to gii.ml 
the gallows and scufibld, with about eighty men, all the disposable 
force that could be spared for that duty. 

But the magistrates took farther precautions, which affected Por- 
teous's pride very deeply. They requested the assistance of pan of a 
regular infantry regiment, not to attend upon the execution, but to 
1 email! drawn up on the principal street of the city during the time 
that it went forward, in order to intimidate the multilMde, in case they 
should be disposed to bo uuruly^ with a display of force which could 
not be resisted witlioiit de^peialion. It may sound ridiculous in our 
ears, con'>idering the fallen state of this ancient civic coips, that its 
officer should have felt punctiliously jealous of its honours Yet so 
it was. Captain Porteous resented, as an indignity, the introducing 
the AVelsh Fusileers within the city, and drawing thc^ up in the 
street where no drums but his own were allowed to be sounded, with- 
out the special command or permission of the magistrates. As he could 
not show Ills ill-humour to his patrons the magistrates, it increased 
his indignation and his desire to be revenged on the unfortunate 
criminal Wilson, and all who fav o«rc*d him These internal emotions 
of jealousy and rage wrought a change on the man's mien and heav- 
^ ing, vibiblc to all who sav mm on the fatal morning wheiB»Wilsoii was 
appointed to suffer. PoVteoiis's ordinary appearance? was rather 
favouiable. Tic was about the middle size, stout, and well made, 
haviug a milititry air, and yet rather a gentle and mild countenance. 
His complexion was brown, his face somewhat fretted with the scats of 
the small-pox, liis eyes rather languid than keeu^er fierce. On th© pre- 
sent occasion, however, it bcemed to those who saw him as if he were 
agitated by sometevil demon. His step was irregular, his voice 
hollow and broker^ his countenance pale, his eyes staring and wild, 
his speech impcrfeck t^d confused, and his whole appearance so dis- 
ordered, that many remarked he seemed to he fey, a Scottish expres- 
^on, meaning the state of those who arc driven on to thcii im^e^ding 
|bte by the strong impulse of some irresistible necc&diy. 
npuo part of his conduct was trqly diabolical, if, indeed, it has not 
exagg^ated by the gonoral prejudice entertained against his 
»mory. When Wilso^ the unhappy criminal, was delivered to him 
Igikfi keeper of the prison, in order that hd might be ejni\ucted to 
VaHnee of execution, Porteous. not satisfied with the u*^ual pre- 
jieaiarons to pi event escape, ordered him to be iA{knaG]ed.Mi^ might 
d^e^jastifiable from the character and bodily stren^ of ^ mal^tor, 
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ail veil as from the apprehensions so ffenorally entertained of an ex- 
j)celed rescue. But the handcufs which were produced bein^j found 
too Bmall*for the wrists of a. man so big-boned as Wilson, Porteons 
proceeded wi^ his own hands, *and by great exertion of strength, to 
force them till the^ were chipped together^ to the exouisite torture 
of tne unhappy criminal. Wilson remonstrated against such bar- 
barous usage, declaring that the pain distracted his thoughts from 
the subjects of meditation proper to his unhappy condition. 

“ It signifies little,” replied Captain Porteous ; ‘‘your pain will\>6 
soon at an end.” 

“ Your crudly is greaty” answered the sufRSrer. “ You know not 
how soon you Vourself may have occasion to ask the merry, which 
you are now reiusing to a fellow-creature. May God foraive you ! ” 

" These words, long afterwards miotcd and remeinbcred, w'ere all 
that passed between Porteous and nis prisoner ; but as they took air, 
and became known to the people, they greatly increased the popular 
compassion for Wilson, and excited a proportionate degree oT indig- 
nation against Porteous ; against whom, as strict, and (weii violent iu 
the discharge*df his unpopular ofScc, the common peoi)le had some 
real, and many imaginary causes of complaint. 

When the pamful procession was completed, and Wilson, with the 
escort, had arrived at the Bcaffbhl>4a the GrasHiuarket, there appeared 
no signs^f that attempt to rescue him which liad occasioned such 
precautions. The multitude, in geueral, looked on with deeper 
interest thas at ordinary executions ; and there might be seen, on 
the countenances of many, a stern and indignant expression, like 
that with which the ancient Cameronians might he supposed to witness 
the execution of their brethren, who glorified the Covenant ou the 
same occasion, and at the same spot. But there was no attempt at 
violence. Wilson himself seemed disposed to hasten over the space 
that divided time from eternity. Tlie devotions i)ropcr and usual on 
such occasiins were no sooner finished than he submitted to his fate,** 
and the senClnce of the law was fulfilled. 

He had been suspended ou the gibbet so long as to be totally de- 
prived of lifi}, when at once, as if occasioned by some newly-received 
impulse, there arose a tumult among the multitude. Many stones 
werfi thrown at Poriicous and his guards; some^miscliief was donc| 
and the mob continued to press forward with whoops, shrieks, liowlsy 
and exclamations. A young fellow, with a sailors cap slouched over 
his face, sprung on tne scimold, and cut tho^^opo by which tlio 
criminal was suspended, Otlicr^ approachcibto caiTy off the body, 
eithe^tP secure for it a decent grave, or to try, perhaps, some means 
of rerasdtation. Captain Porteous was W3»gught, by this appearance 
of insurrection Against his authority, into a rage so headlong as made 
him forget, that, the sentence having been fully executed, it was his 
duty not to engage iu hostilities with the ^guided multitude, but 
to draw off his men as fgst as possible. He sprung from the scaffold, 
Bnatchcdmdhusket from one of his soldiers, commanded the pai^ta 
give fire: and, as ^veral eye-witnesses concurred iu swearing, set 
them’ jid^ifmplo, Ky discharging his piece, ond shootiug a mau aeod^ 
ou tlf6^.spQt • Several soldiers obeyed his command or followe&'his*^ 
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example { six or se\cn persona were slain, and a ^eat many were 
Imrt and wounded. 

iVfter aefc of \ioleiico, the Captain proceeded to withdraw m 
men t<iwaids their anard house in the High ptreet. The mob were 
not so miu'h intimidated as incensed by what had been done. They 
puisuod the soldiers with execrations, accompanied by Tolley <« 
stones As they pressed on them, the rearmost soldiers turned, and 
n^ain iired with fatal aim and execution. It is not aocumtely known 
whether Poi leous commanded this second act of violence $ but or 
coui «e the odium of the wluile transactions of the fatal dfqr attached 
to linn, and to him alonvi He arrived at the guaird*>honse» dismissed 
bis soldiers, and went to make his report to the magistrates couccniing 
the unfortunate q\ cuts of the day. 

Apiiaieiitly by tins time Captain Porteous had begtm to doubt the 
pro))! lety of liis own conduct, and the reception he mot withft'om the 
nnigistratcs was such as to make him still more anxious to gloss it 
o\ er. He denied that he bod given orders to fire ; be denied be had 
filed with his own hand ; he evOn produced the fusee which be carried 
os mi officer fi»r examination; it was found still loaded. Of three 
caitiidgo- Avhith he was seen to put in his pouch that morning, two 
weic ^tlll theie; n white handkerchief was thrust into the muzzle of 
the piece, and returned unsoiled or blackened. To the defence 
fouiKK^d on these circumstances it was answered, that Porteous had 
not used his own piece, but had been seen to take one from a soldier. 
Among the many who had been killed and wounded by unhappy 
fire, theie were several of better rank; for even the humanity of suck 
soldiCTS as filed o>er the heads of the mere rabble around tilie scaffold, 
proK'd in some instances fotal to pcr,ion8 who were stationed in 
windows, or ohsoivcd the melancholy acene from a distance. The 
voice of imhlic indignation was loud and general; and, ero men’s 
leiijipei 1 Mild time to cool, the trial of Oaptmn Porteous to<»k place 
1 h Uf ) e the 1 ligh Com t of Justiciary. After a long and patifut hearing, 
the jniy lad the difficult duty of balancing the positive evidence of 
many jitrson^, and those of respectability, wo deposed iM)sili\cly to 
llu' pj isoner rt commanding his soldiers to fire, and Jjimsclf firing his 
pn ce. of which some swore that they saw the smoko afid ihish. and 
beheld a man drop atfwhora it was pointed, thf^negatii e testinwny 

of ollierh, who. though well htutioned for seeing what had passed, 
neithei beard Portfeus gh o orders to fire, nor saw him fire himself; 
but, on the contrai A averred that tbo first shot was fired by a soldier 
wlio *»toM clase by uira«, A great part of his defence was also founded 
on fhiM|gpjideiu»e of tlie umb, wliich witnesses, according to Uieir 
feclingWflRajn* medilectious, and tlieir opportunities of obseffhtion, 
ieure£>eittWu diffeix»ntly; some describing os a foimulablo riot, what 
others represented as a trifling distui'bance, such os always used to 
take place ou. the like occasion^, when the executioner of the law, 
and i^n eommisaionhd to protect him in bis task, were generally 
^lifl|ed w some indignities. The vordict^of the wryoisi^cientlY 
snows bow the evidence preponderated in their minds. It.dedarea 
uiaKTohn Po^oous fired a gun among the pco];He assemJMLat tlie 
i;>exe<3titiou; he gave oraers to his soldiers to fii’e, by ymMmPj 
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persona wero killed mid wounded ; but, at the same time, that the 
priKoiier and his gimrd had been wt)Utidcd and Ix'uttm, by stones thrown 
at tlieinj[>y the muUitndo. Upon this verdicU the Loris of du?.tlebfy 
passed sentence of death agVnhst Captain dohn Porieuus, adjiul^fing 
him, in the common form, to be hanged on a gibbet at tlie eommon 
place of execution, on Weduei^y, 8fh Hepternbei; 173G, and all liis 
moveable property to be forfeited to the kill's use, according to the 
ScoUish law ui cases of wilful murder. 




CHAl’TKR IV/ 

« Tlir lio«n**a come, bnt not tlio man.”(") 

. ' KetpiA, 

On the day when the unhappy Vortcous was expected to suffer the 
sentence of the law, the place of execution, extensive as it is, was 
crowded abnqiit to suffocation. There was not a window in all the 
lofty tenements arouml it, or in the steep and crooked street called the 
.l»ow, by which the fatol proceswon was to desoA'iitl from the High 
v8troet, tliat w'as not absolutely lUled with spectators. I'ho un- 
common height and antjet^e appearance of these houses, some of 
wliicli were formerly the property of the Kuigkts Templars, and the 
Knights of St John, and stul exhibit on their fronts and gables the 
iron cross tif these orders, gave additional effect to a scene in itself 
so striking. The area of the Grassmarket resembled a huge (hvrk 
lake or sea of human heads, in the centre of which arose the fatal 
tree, tall, black, and ominous, from which daugled the deadly halter. 
.Kvery object takes interest from its uses and associations, and the 
erect beam and empty noose, things so simple in themselves, became^ 
on suc;h occasion, objects of terror and of solemn interest. 

Amid setnumerous an assembly there Vas scarcely a word spoken, 
sa\e in whispers. The thirst of vengeance was in some degraa 
allayed ))y its supposed certainty; and even th^ populace, with 
deeper feeling tlmu they are wont to entertain, suppressed all 
clttfnorous cxuliati m, and prepai'cd to eiyoy the scene of retaliation 
in triumph, silent and decent, though stem and relentless. It 
seemed as if the depth of dielr hatred to the unfortunate criminal 
scorned to display itself in anything resemaing the more noisy 
current of ibeir ordinary feelings. Had a^sfranger consulted only 
tlie ovidoiicc* of his ears, he might have supposed that so vast a 
muliiifiide were assembled for some purple wmch affected them with ^ 
the deepest sorrow, and stilled those noites which, on all ordinorjF * 
occasions, from such a concourse ; but if ho gazed upop then: 
faces, he would have been instantly undeceived. compressed 
lin, the bent brow, the stem and ffaswng eye of almost every one on 
wnom Im j«>oked, conveyed the exnr^ion of men home to gluxt}iejr 
sight wuh triumphant revenge. It is probable that the appe^nee 
pf thh^^^nal mijfht have somewhat changed the temper of tho^ 

. popidSSf ip his favoui\ and that they xnighii m the m^nt of diptiKv 
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Jiare forgiven the man against whom their resentnwmt hod been so 
fiercely heated. It had, however, been debtined, that the mutabuity of 
thek* sentiments was not to be exposed to this trial. ^ 

The usual hour for producing the criminal had been past for many 
minutes, yet the spectators observed no symptom of his appearance. 
“Would they venture to defraud public justice?” was the question 
which men began to ask at each other. The first answer in every 
case was bold and positive,—" They dare not.” But when the point 
. was 'farther canvassed, other opinions were entertained, and various* 
causes of doubt were suggested. Porteous had been a favouiitc 
officer of the magistracy .01 the dty, which, being a numerous and 
fluctuating body, requires for its support a degree of energy in its 
functionaries, which the individuals who compose it cannot at all 
times alike be supposed to possess in their own persons. It was re- 
membered, that in the Information for PortepttS (the paper, namely, 
in which his case was stated to the Judges of the criminal court) he 
had been described by his counsel as the person on whom the magib- 
trates chiefly relied in aU emergencies of uncommon difficulty. It 
was argued, too, that his conduct, on the unhappy occaskin of Wilson’s 
execution, was capable of being attributed to au imprudent excess of 
aeal in the execution of his duty, a motive for which those under 
whoso authority he acted might be supposed to have great sympathy. 
And as tliesc considerations might move the magistrates to «nako a 
favourable representation of Porteous’s case, there were not wanting 
others in the higher departments of government, which wpuld make 
such suggestions favourably listened to. 

The mob of Edinburgh, when thoroughly excited, bad been at all 
Umes one of the fiercest which could uc found in Europe ; uud of 
late years they had risen repeatedly against the government, and 
sometimes not w'itliout temnoraiy* success. They were conscious, 
therefore, that they were no mvourites with the rulers of the period, 
ffid that, if Captain Porteoqs’s violence was not altogethovgcgardod 
as good service, it might certainly be thought, that to visiF it with a 
capital punishipept would reuder it botli dclicato and dangerous for 
future officers, in the same circumstances, to act with eivect m re- 
pressing tumults. Tliero is also a natural feeling, on the*part of nil 
members of government, for the general maintenance of authority ; 
and it seemed not unlikely, tliat wuat to the relatives of the sufieieis 
jMipeareda wanton fthd unprovoked massacre, should be otherwise 
\ wtewed in the cabineii of Bt James's. It might be there supposed, 
that, upon the whole wtter, Captain Porteous was ii^the exercise 
of a trust delected to him by the lawful civil authority; that he 
.had been assaulted by tb^opukce. and several of his menliurt; 
and that, in finally repdlmg force by force, his conduct could be 
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fsMy imputed to no o&er motive than self-defence in the dibcharge 
o£ ms • 
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ng'ainst Porfceous, lliat while he repressed with tlie utmost severity 
the slijfhtest excesses of the poor, he not only overlooked the liccpce 
of the young nobles and gentry, but was very willing to lend them 
the countenance of his official authority, in execution of such loose 
pranks as it was cliicfly his duty to have restrained. This suspicion, 
which was perhaps much exaggerated, made a de'bi) impression on 
the minds of the populace ; ana when several of the higher rank 
joined in a petition, recommending Porteous to the mercy of the crown, 

It was generally supposed he owed their fiivour not to any conviction* ' 
of the hardship of his case, but to the fear of losing a convenient ac- i 
complice in their debaucheries. It is scarcely necessaij to say how 
niucn this suspicion au^ented the people's detestation of this ob- 
noxious crimiui^ as wdl as their fear ot his escaping the sentence 
pronounced against Mm. 

While these arguments were stated and replied to, and canrasbed 
and supported, the hiUicrto silent expectation of the j)eoplc became 
changed into that deep and agitating murmur, which is sent forth by 
the ocean before the tempest oegins to howl. The crowded populace, 
ns if their motfons had corresponded with the unsettled state of their 
minds, fluctuated to and f^o without any visible cause of impulse, like 
the agitatiini of the waters, called by sailors the ground swell. The 
news, which the magistrates had almost hesitated to coiiimunicato to 
them, \^re at Icn^li announced, and spread among the spectators 
with a rapidity like lightning. A reprieve from the Secretary of 
State's otnoe, under the hand of his Groce the Duke of Newcastle, 
had arrived, iutimatiug the pleasure pf Queeu Caroline (regent of 
the kingdom during the absence of George II. on the continent), 
that the execution or the sentence of death pronounced against John 
Porteous, late Captain-Ijicutenant of the City-Guard of Edinburgh, 
prcsctit prisoner in the tolbooih of that city, be respited for six wem 
Irom the time appointed for his execution. , 

Tlic assimbled spcctatoiyi of almost alb degrees, whose minds hod 
been wouua up to the pitch which wc have described, uttered a 
groan, or rather a roar of indignation and disappointed revenge 
similar to that of a tiger from whom his meal has been rent by Tus 
keeper when he ms Just about to devour it. fierce exclamation 
secftied to forebode some immediate explosion or popular resentment, 
and, in fact, such had been expected by tbe magistrates, and the 
necessary measures had beeu taken to repress it.1 But the shout was 
not repeated, nor did any sudden tumult ensu«, such as it appeared 
to announce.. The popiilAcc deemed to hef ashamed of having ex- 
pressed their disappointment in a vain clamour, and the sound changed, 
not into the silence which had preceded tAh anival of these stunning 
news, but int(f stifled mutterings, Vhich each group maintainea 
amcmg Ihentselvcs, and which were blended into one deep and hoarse 
murmur wliich floated above the assembly. « • 

Yet, still, though all ^ectationof the cxeeution mover, Iht mob 
remaineArfRsembied, stationary, as H were, through very resentaunt, 
gazing on t he propij^rations for death, which hao^now been made in 
^Mn;m4CKmttlating their feelings, by recalling the various epaqia*' 
whiclrwTbeg might have had on royal inercy^^om^tbe 
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iQOtiven on which he acted, as well from toe ffonerosity ho had dis* 
plof od f fu d'< Ills nccomplico. “ This man/" they Raid,—" yie hrnve, 
the resolnie, the eoneioiis, was eiceeut^ to deiitn without nien^y for 
atenlim* ti ])Ui*>c of /void, which in some'sense he inifiht consider as a 
fair repiisal ; whjlc the profligrato satellite, who took advantage <if a 
triidinjL* tumult, inseparanie Irom such occasions, shod the blood of 
twenty of Jiis fellow -citiiScns, is deemed a fitting ohiectfor the o^elcise 
of (he* royal prerogrative of mercy. Ts this to be home? — wrouhl ous 
•fathers have borne it ? Are not wc, like them, ScoUineu and burghei \ 
of Kdiiduirfrh?" 

The oflieers of justice nepran uow to remove the scaffold, and other 
preparations which had been made for the execution, in hopes, by dnhiff 
so, to aceeleiate the di^peiwion of fhe mnltitudc. The mca«ttre li'id 
the desired effect ; for no sooner had the fatal free been nnnxed from 
the larire stone pedestiJ or so<*kefc in which it was Roeured* and sunk 
slowly tlown upon the wain intended to remo\e it to the place whcie 
it was usualh deposited, than the populace, after ffivina: vent to their 
feelings lu a second shout of rage and TnortiffcMtioii, Voffmi slowly to 
dis|)ersi» to thcii usual aho«ieH and occupations. 

The window^ wi'ie in like nianner riadually deserted, and groups 
of the niort deeoul class of citizens formed themselves, as if waitiii*** 
tt» 1 clurn hoinewai ds when the 6>trccts should be cleared of tlm i abhle. 
Oonti.iry to what is frequently the ease*, this description or persons 
aguHHl in g^enoral with the aentimonts of thdr inferiorMind con'-idoi ed 
the cause as ooininon to all ranks. Indeed, us we have alreildv noticed, 
it washy no means ajMmgst tlio lowest class of the speetatoiv or 
those most likely to Im engaged in the riot at Wilson's e.veention. that 
the fatal tire of Torteous's soldiers had taken effect. )Se\eval pet “ons 
were killed wlio were lookin^j out at windows at the scene, who could 
not of eourse belong to the rioters, and wore persons of decent i ink 
^nd condition. The burghera, therefore, resenting the Joss wliieh 
had fallen on their own bodV* and proud and tenacious nf^noir rights, 
as the citizens of Edinburgh have at nil times been, were greatly ex- 
asperated at thesinexnoctcd resjifte of Captain Portoous. 

it was noticed at the time, and afterwards more iiarlienlarly re- 
membered, that, wliih' the mob Were in the act of dispersing, scvi;'ral 
individuals were seen busily passing from one place and one group of 
people to another, ranainiug long with none, but whispering for a 
little lime with tliOM<lwho appeared to be declaiming most violently 
against the conduct of giwernnient. These active agents had the ap- 
l^aratiee of men from tne coiiiiti^;, and WTre generally supposed to lie 


om menus nnu oonleueratcs or y 
highly excithd against PoFwSous^ 
U If, howetrter, it was the hilcntio 


^ If, howetrbr, H was the intention of those men to stir the multitude 
W| anw sudden ^act of mutiny, it seemed for the time to be fiuitless. 
Uhe rabble, as well as thesmore decent part of the assembly, dispersed, 
Ajd wt^nt home peaceably; and it was onlyliy obs^ervjng Jhe moody 
on tlieir brows, or catching the tenor of the convers,iiioii 
Aeviield with each other, that n sti anger could d^timate, Uti^tale of 
SAeii* minds. Wc will gito the reader tliis advantage, bylWoiJIatin/; 

witlf.oncgof tlic ]mmencH groups who w’ea^fuiinfrilly js- 
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oendin^ the ateep deidint^ of the West BoWj to retom to t)ieir dwdl- 
in^ in the Lawnmarket* 

“ An ifhco thing this, Mrs .IlowdeO," Said old Peter PIiinnlanift> to 
his neighbour the rouping-wiSb^ or saleswoman, as he offerctl lior his 
arm to assist her in the toilsome ascent, ” to see the grit folk at Lun- 
nou set their fhce against law and gosp^ and let loc«e sic a reprobate 
as Porteous uj)f)n a peaceable town „ 

•* And to think o* the weary walk they hae gien iw,” answered Mrs 
ifowden, with a groan ; **atta sic a comfortable window as I hud got- 
ten, too, just within > penny-stane-cast of the. scaffold— I could liae‘ 
heard every word the minist!^ said— and to pay twalpenuies for my 
stand, and a’ for naetlifnff I 

“lainludging," said Mr t^lumdamoa, “that this reprieve wadiia 
stand guae in the anld Scots law, when the kingdom mis a kingdom.” 

“ 1 oinna ken muckle about the law,” answered Mrs Ilowden ; “ but 
I ken, when we had a king, ittid a chancellor, and parliament-nicn o’ our 
auL we could aye peeble them wf stanes when they werena gudo bairns 
—But naebody’S nails can teach the length o’ Lunnon.” 

“Weary bn Hunnoii, and a’ Jliat e’er came out o’t ! ” said GriEcl 
Damahoy, an ancient seamstress ; “ they hac taen away our parliameut 
and they hae oppressed our trade. Our gcntlca will hardly allow that 
a Scots needle can sew ruffles On a sark, or lace on an owcrlav.” 

“ Ye hiOy that— Miss Damalmy, and I ken o’ them that Ime 

gotten raisins frae Lunnon by forpits at ance,” responded Flumdamus ; 
“and tlic‘n,|jic an host of idle English gaugers and excisciiicii as hae 
come down to vex and torment us, tliat an honest man canua fetch 
sae muckle as a bit anker o’ brandy frae Leith to the Lawn market, 
but he’s like to be nibbit o* the very gudes he’s bought and paid for. 
— Weel, I winua justify Andrew Wilson for pitting hands on wlmt 
wasna his ; but if lie took nae msdr tlian Ids am, there's an aw^’ dif- 
ference between that and the fact this man stands for.” 

• “ If ye ^cak about the law,'^ said Mrs. Bowden, “here comes Mr# 
Baddletrce^that can settle it as weel os ony on the bench.” 

The party she mentioned, a grave cldTerly pers^ with a superb 
periwig, dressed in a decent suit of sad-coloui'ea clothes, came np ns 
&e spoke, and courteously gave his atm to Miss Grizcl Bamahov. 

It may be necessary to mention, that MrBarfbliue Saddletree kept 
an excellent and highly esteemed shop for harness, saddles, &c. )kc. 
at tlie sign of the Golden Nag, at the head of Bei^s Wynd. His genius, 
Imwevcr fas he himself and most of his neighbours conceived), lay 
towards the weightier matters of the law, aha he failed not to give 
frequent attendance upon the pleadings and arguments of the laurel’s 
and judges in the neighbouring souare, w/ierc, to say tfie truth, ho , 
was oftener to be found than would have consisted with his own emolu- 
ment ; hub that liis wife, an active, pidns-taking pwon, could, in his 
absence, make an admirable shift to please the customers ana scold 
the journeymen. This^ood lady was in tne habit ^ letting hey Jius- 
band take mis way, and go on improving his stock of lej^ kuowjgflgc 
without interruptioji ; but, aS if iii requital, shC insisted Upon having 
her owWJNU in the domestic and commercial df^partments whfdi he 
abap&anM'to her. Now, as Bartoiine Saddletree had a eoxisidei^ble . 
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gift of words, which he mistook for eloq^uence, and conferred more 
Hberallj upon the society in which be lived than was at all times gi'o- 
cv>ns and acceptable, there went forth a sij^ing, with which wags used 
sometimes to interrupt his rhetoric, that, as he had a golden nag at 
his door, so he had a gi*ey mare in his shop. This reproach induced 
Mr Baddletrecvon an occasions, to assume rather a haughtv^and 
stately tone towards his good woman, a eireumstance imcn she 
seemed very little affected, unless he attempted to exercise any real 
authority, when she never failed to fly into open rebellion. But su^i 
extremes Bartoline seldom provoked ; for, like the gentle King Jamie, 
he was fonder of talking of authority than reidly exercising it. This 
turn of mind was. on the whole, ludey for him ; since his substance 
was increased without any trouble on his part, or any interruption of 
Ills favourite studies. 

This word in explanation has been thrown in to the reader, while 
Saddletree was laying down, with great precision, the law upon Por- 
leous’b case, by wnlcu he arrived at this conclusion, that if rorteous 
hail fired five minutes sooner, before Wilson was cut down, he would 
liave been versana in lk>to ; engaged, tliat is, in alaw^l act, and only 
liable to be punished propter exceasw/n^ or for lack of discretion, 
^hieh might have mitigated the punishment to pmna ordinaria. 

" Discretion I " echoed Mrs llowden, on whom it may well be sui)- 
posed, the fineness of this distinction was entirely thrownrawa},— 
whan had Jock Porteous either grace, discretion, or gude mannei s ? 

—1 mind when his father ** ^ 

But Mrs llowden,'" said Saddletree 

“ And ly' said Miss Damolioy, " mind when his mother " 

Miss Damahoy/' entreated tlie interrupted orator 

" And I,” said Plumdamas, “ mind when Ms wife ** 

"Mr Plumdamas— Mrs HowdeUf^Miss Damahoy,” again implored 
the orator,—" mind the distinction, as Oounsellor Orossmrioof says— 
^*1," says he, *take a distinction." I^ow, the body of tVe criminal 
being cut down, and the Execution ended, Porteous wctl no longer 
oflknal: the act which he came to protect and ^uard, being done and 


" Quima^-quims, Mr Saddletree, cra\mg your pardon,"*' said (with 
a prolonged omphivis on the first syllabie) Mr Butler, the dey uty 
schoolmaster of a paiish near Edinburgh, who at that moment came 
up behind them as l^e false Latin was uttered. 


"What signifies ititerrimting me, Mr Butler?— but 1 am glad to 
ee ye notwithstanding— I speak after Counsellor Orossmyloof, and 
b said cuivia** ^ 

If Counsellor Crossmv^f used the dative for the nominative, I 
have crossed hia lobf with a tight leathern stinp, Mr Saddle- 
; there is not a boy on the booBy form but should have been 
bourged for such a solecism in grammar." 

" 1 speak Latin like a^’kwyer, Mr Butler, and not like a School* 
retorted* Saddletree. 

ipSearce like a schoolboy. I think," rejoined Butler. 

■yu mdStas little," said^rtoline ; " afl I mean to say 4s^ut Por- 
■IbJiaB beepmo liable to the^mna oxirq ordinm^ox cj^pit&lpdnish* 
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. ment— Aich is to say, in plain Scotch, the gallows— simply because'^ 
he did not fire when he was in office, but waited till the body was cut 
down, the execution whilk he hail in charge to guard implemented,’ 
and he himself exoiiered of the public trust imposed on him.’’ 

“But, Mr Saddletree,” said Plumdamas, “do you really think 
Johi% Portcous’s case wad hae been better, if ho had begun firing 
before ony staues were flung at a* ?” * 

“Indeed do 1, neighbour Plumdamas,” replied Bartoliue, conti- 
dently, “ he beiny tlien in point of trust and m point of power, the 
execution being but inchoat, or, at least, not im^emented, or finally 
ended ; but after Wilson was cut down, it was a' ower—be was clean 
exauctorate, and bad nae mair ado but to get awa wi’ his guard up 
this West Bow as fisst bs if there Imd been a caption nftor him — And 
this is law, for 1 heard it laid down by Lord Vincovincentem.” 

“ Vincovincentem?— Is he a lord of state, or a lord of scat?” in- 
quired Mrs llowden.^ 

“A lord of seat— a lord of session. — ^1 fash mysell little wi’ loids o’ 
state ; they vex me wi' a wbeen idle questions about their siiildk^, and 
cmpcls, and holers, and horBe-furnitiire, and what they’ll p»)st, and 
'whau they’ll bo ready — a wbeen galloping geese — my wife may scr\e 
the like o them.” 

“ And so might she, in her day, hae served the best lord in (he 
laud, for ^ little as yc think o' her, Mr Saddletree,” said Mrs How- 
den, somewhat indignant at the contemptuous way in which her 

S waa mention^ ; “ Avbcn she and 1 were twa gilpics, wc little 
, it to hae sittiii doun wi’ the like o’ my nuld Davie llowdcn, or 
yon either, Mr Saddletree,” 

While Saddletree, who was not hriglit at a reply, was cudgelling 
his brains for an answer to this home-thrust, Mi&s Daiiiahoy broke 
in on liim. 

“ And as for the lords of state,” said Miss Damahoy, “ye puld mind 
the ridu^ o’ the parliament, Mr Saddletree, in the gude auld time 
bOforo the Tj^ion, — a year’s rent o’ mony a gude estate gaed fur 
horse-graitli and bamessiug^ forby breidered robes and foot-niaiitles, 
that wad hae stude by their lane wi’ gold brocade, 4Wid that were 
mucklc in my aiii line.” 

and then the lusty banqueting, with sweetmeats and oomfits 
wet and dry, and dried fruits of divers sorts, said Plumdamas. 

“ But Scotland was Scotland in these days.” 

“ I’ll tell ye what it is, neighbours,” said Mrs I.Wdeu, “ 111 ne’er 
believe Scotland is Scotland ony mair, if our kindly Scots sit doun 
wi’ the affront they hae gien us this day. It’s hot only the bliule that 
is shed, hut the bludc that might hae been shed, that’s reimired at 
our hands ; there was my daughter’s weanriittlc Kppie Daidlc— my 
oe, ye ken, Miss Grizcl— had played the truant frae the school, as 

bairns will db, ye ken, Mr Butler « 

“ And for which,” interjected Mr Butler, Uiey shoiAd be souudly 
scourged by Uieir well-wiSiers.” • 

“And Hml just cruppen to the gfiilows*>fuot to see the bangings ha* 

1 A nAblc^MMvaB callca a Tx»td of State. The Senators Qf tUe Oullego of Justice mm 
LcrwfVcat, or oftbo SoBBloq. 
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was natural for a Tretau; aud what for iniffhtna sho hae been shot aa W 
Weel as the rest o* them, and where wad We a* hac been then ? I 
^wonder how Queen Cai-lino (if her name be Carlinc) wau liac liked 
to hae had nne o’ her ain bairns fn.sic a ventnre?*' 

Kepoi-t bays,” answered Butler, ^tJiat such a cireiimstance would 
not li.ive distressed her mf^jesty beyond endnranec.” ^ 

A>\ eel,” said Mrs^Howdon, “ the sum o* the matter is, that, were \ 
1 a man, 1 wad hae amends o* Jook Portoous, be the upshot what like 
o*t, if a’ the earlesand eaiTines in England had swcjrn to the nay-say.” 

1 would claw down the tolbootli door wi’ niy nails,” saia Miss 
Grizel, “ but I wail be at him.” 

“ Yc may be very right, ladies/* said Butler, ^ but I w^ould not 
advise you to speak so loud.” 

8peakl” exclaimed both tho ladies together, "there will be nao- 
thing else spoken about frae the Weigh-liouso to the Watergate, till 
this la cither ended or mended,” 

The females now departed to their respective plaoes of abode. 
Plniiidamiis joinisl the otlier two gentlemen in drhtking their mcn- 
dian (a hninper-dram of brandy), as they passed^ the weU-kno>vu 
low-browed shop in th(‘ Lawnniarket, where they were Wont to take " 
that refi eslimeiil. Mr PJumdamas then departed towards his shop, 
and Mr Butler, who hanpened to have some particulai‘ occasion for 
the ri‘in of an old bridle (the truants of that busy day eould have 
antieipiited its application), walked down the fiftwtimarket with Mr 
♦Saddletree, each talking as lie could get a word thrust Jn, the one ou 
tlie laws of Scotland, the other on those of syntax, and neither listen- 
ing to a word wliich his companion uttered. 


CHAPTER V. 

JfllBWhalr lie oulde ri«lit w««l Uj down the law, ' 

JUut m his house was meek ae Js a daw. 

^ Davis LtHsaav. 

' 

" TnERfi has bceii Jock Driver the carrier here, speering aboftt his 
new graiili,” said Mrs Saddletree to her husband, as he crossed hh 
threshold, not witl^tlie purpose, by any means, of consulting him upon / 
his own affairs, but merely to intimate, by a gentle recapitulatiou^ how 
much duty she liud kemo through in his absence. 

" Woeh^' replied Bartoline, and deigned not a word more. 

"And the Laird of G^lngburathashadbis running footman here, 
and ca*d liimsell (lie's a civil pleasant young gentleman), to sec when 
the broiderodwaddle-cloth for his sorrel horse will be ready, for he 
wauls it agaue tho Kelso races.” 

"^Weel, awed,” replied Bartoline, os loeonlcully as before. v 

. “And his lordship, the Earl ofB]aKoubury,Lord Plssh ft.id Flame, 
is like to be elenn daft, that the harness for thcisix Flanders mears, 
wi^^tho crests, coronets, housings, and mountings conforj|C&®fe no sent 
* hflSme accoriUug to promise gien.” o • . / 

' L i * 
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^'Weel, woel; weel— wtiel, weel, ffiidewif©’' said Saddletree, ** if he 
g-aiiprs daft, we^ll hae him cogfnoficed — it's a' rety weol.” 

“ It's woel that ye think sae, Mr. Saddletree," answered his helpmate , » 
rather nettled at the indifference ^th which her report was received ; 
“therms inony ane hae thought themselves affronted, if sae 
niony customers had ca’d and haefody to airswor thens but women- 
folk ; for a' the lads were aJF, as soon as yonr bajjk was turned, to see 
Po^iteous hanged, that might be cotmted upon ; and sae, you no being 

at hamc * 

Ilouts, Mrs Saddletree "isaid Bartoline, with an air of consequence, 
dinna deave me wi' your nonsense ; I was under tlic necessity of 
being elsewhere— won omnitf/-— OS Mr Crossmyloof said, when lie was 
called by two macets at once, non omyna pos8urnus--^pesmtnfs — 
pommis — I kdn bur IkW-latin offends Mr BnllerV cars, but it means, 
Kaebody, unit wet*e the Lord President himsell, can do twa turns at 
auce.? 

* Vc^ Hgkt, Mr Saddletree/' answered his careful helpmate with 
a Barcastfc smile i ^‘and nac doubt it's a decent thing to leave 
^your wife to lool? after young gentlemen’K saddles and bridles, 
when VC gang to see a man, that never did ye nac ill, raxing a 
halter/' 

^ Woman,” Sara Saddletree, assuming an elevated tone, to which the 
meridian nad somewhat oontributod, ** desist, --J say forbear, fiom 
intromitting with affairs, thou const not nmlerhtaud. D’ye think I 
was bom to here brogging an clshin through bend-leather, when 
sic men as Duncan Forbes, and that other Arniston cldcld there, 
without muclde greater parts, if the close-head speak true, than rny- 
Bcli, maun be presidents and king’s advocates, nac doubt, and whahut 
they ? Whm-eafl, vrere favour equals distribute, as in the days of the 
wight Wallace - — ” ^ '* 

‘‘I ken naething we wad hfce gotten by the wight Wiillacc," said 
Mrs Saddletree, ” tmless, a.s I hae heard thciiuldmik tell,' they fought 
in thae days wi’ bend-leather guus, and then it's a chance but what, 
if he bad bought them, be might have forgot to piy foy them. And 
».as for the gaeatness of your parts, Bartley, the folk in the close- 
head niauu ken mair about them thou I do, if they make sic a report 
of them.” ^ 

** I tell ye, wobiwa,” said Saddletree in high dudgeon, " that ye ken 
; naething about these matters. Iq Sir WilliaTn Wallace's (lays, tl^e 
.was nae man pinned down to sic. a slaviali warfc as a sadfulerV^r it 
they got ony leather graitli that- they had use &>r ready-njplle ouirof '* 
Holland.” 

"Well,” said Butler, who was, like mgny»pf his profession, some- 
thing of a hiiuiofiat and dry joker, " if ‘tliat do the case, Mr Saddle- 
|ree, I think, we have changed for the better; since we make our 
own hiirneas, ‘&nd on)y import our lawyers from Holland.” _ 5 

" It'.s ow’er true, Mr Bqtler,” answered Bartoline. wth a sigh^pTf 
I had hiiff'thc fuck — or rather if my father had tbg, sense, 
sent! me to Leyden and Utrecht to loam the Bubslitutes and Pdi^ i 
dex — 
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You moan the Institates^-Justinian’s Institutes, Mr Saddletree 
said Butler. 

“ Institutes and substitutes are synonymous words, Mr BuUer, and 
used indifferently as sucb in deeds 4 )f taileio, as you may see in Bal- 
four’s Practiques, or Dallas of St Martin's Styles. I understand these 
things pretty weel, 1 thank God ; but I own 1 should have studied in 
llolfaiia." w 

" To comfort you,’ you mig'ht not hare been farther forward than 
.you arc now, Mr Saddletree," replied Mr Butler 5 **for our Scottish 
Advocates are an aristocratic race. Their brass is of the ri^rhl Cor- 
inthian quality, and Non culw tontigit adire Oorinthum — Aha, Ml^" 
Saddletree?" 

“And aba, Mr Butler,” rejoined Bartoline, upon whom, as may be * 
wdl 8 Uj)pofied, the jest was lost, and all but the sound 01 tlie words, 
ye said a ffliff syne it was guivis, and now I beard ve say Cftivis with 
my aiu ears, as plain as ever I heard a word at the fore-ber.” 

“ Give ino jour patience Mr Saddletree, and I’ll explain the dis- 
crepancy in three ^ords,” said Butler, as pedantic in his own dopai*t- 
men t, though with infinitely more judgement and leAmin^^, os Bartoline . 
was ill bis self-aBsiiined profession of the law — ^ Give me your patience 
for a moment— You’ll grant that the nominative case is that by which 
a person or thing is nominated or designed, and which may be called 
the prim.iry case, all others being formed from it by alterations of 
the termination in the learned languages, and by prepositions in our 
modem Babylonian jargons— You'll grant me that, 1 suppose, Mr 
Saddletree?* 

“ I dinna ken whether I will or no— avisanduM, ye ken— nae- 
body should be in a buriT to make admissions, either in point of law, 
or ill ])c»iot of fact,” said Saddletree, looking, or endeavouring to look, 
03 if he niiderstood what was said. 

“ And the dative case,” continued Butler — 

“I kcii what a tutor dative is,” said Saddlctfjc, “readily 
enough*” ' • 

“ The dative case,” resumed the grammarian, “ is that in which any 
thing is givcis or assigned as properly belonging to a person, or things. 
-You cannot deny that, 1 am Bure.’^ , ’ - 

“ I am sure 111 no grant it though,” said Sadolctree. * 

“ Tlien what the deeoU d’ye tako the nominative and the dative cases 
to be? ” said Butler, hastily, and surprised at once out of his decency 
of expressions^ accuracy of pronunciation. 

^ I’ll tell >QKbat at leisure, Mr Butler,” said Saddletree, with a 
very teowing^k; "I'll take a day to see and answer every article 
of yow:ondesccndeuce„gnd then I’ll hold you to confess or deny, as 
accoros/' ^ . * 

“Como, come, Mr Saddletree” said his wife, “ wc’ll liae nae con- 
fesB&ons and <^nde 8 oen 4 enee 8 hete. let them deal in thae sort 0 ’ wares 
that arc paid for tbem-^they Bi|lt the like 0 ’ us as ill as a demipique ^ 
saddle would siit a draught ox.^ * - 

^ Aba ! ” said Mr ** Optai ephhmia tm plger, nothing new 
uiQder the sun— But it HfflS a lut of Mrs Saddletrce^Aowever.” 

.“And it wad far better become ye, Mr Saddletree,” continued b*- 
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^helpmate, since ye say ye hae skeel o* the law, to try if ye can do 
ony thing for Effie Deans^ pair thing, that's lying np m tlie tolbooth 
yonder, cauU, and hungry, and comfortless—A servant loss of ours,,, 
Mr Butler, and as iimoeent a h^s, to my thinking, and as uscfu' in 
;;the chop — When Mr Saddletree gangs out, — and ye're awai'e he's 
:^eldonf at hamc when there's ony o' the plea-houses open, — poor 
'^ffie used to help fne to tumble the bundles o' barkened leather up 
' and down, and range out thegudes, asid suit a' body's huinourH— And 
troth she could aye please the eastomers wi* her answers, for she wsia 
aye civil, and a bonnier lass wasna in Auld Reekie. And wlieu folk 
t-^^ere hasty and unreasonable^ she could serve them better than me, 
that am no saO young as 1 hae beeu, Mr Butlei*, and a wee bit short 
, in the temper into the bargain. For when there's ower mony folks 
crying on me at anes^ and nane but ae tongue to answer them, folk 
maun speak hastily, or they'll ne'er get through their wark — Sae I 
miss Enie daily." 

“ De die in diea^* added Saddletree. 

“ I think,", said Butler, after a good deal of hesitation, “ I have seen 
the girl in the sho|>-~a modest-looking, fair-haired girl?" 

) “ Ay, ny, that's just pua* Effie," said her mistress. “ How slie was 

abandoned to her£dl, or whether she was sackless o* the sinfu' deed, 
God in Heaven knows j hut if she's been guilty, she's been sail- 
tempted, atd I wad amaisttake my BiHo-alth she hasua been hcrsell 
at tnc tkne.^' 

Butler had by this time become much agitated ; he fidgeted up and 
down the ahoif, and showed the greatest agitation that a ixtsou of 
such strict decorum could be supposeti to rive way to. ^ Was not 
this girl," he said, ** the daughter of David Deans, that had the parks 
at St Leonards taken? and has she not a sister?" 

. " In troth has she— puir Jeanie Doans, ten years aulder than hcr- 

sell ; she was here greeting a wee while syne about her tittle. And 
what could li^ay to her, but that she behoved to come and speak to 
Mr »Saddletre#when he was at home? It '^asna that I thought Mr 
Saddletree could do hei- or ony ither body muckle gude or ill. but it 
wad aye serve to keep the pair thing's heart up for u wbe while ; and 
^iet sorrow cotfle wh^ sorrow maun," 

‘‘ Y«'re mistaen though, gudewife," said Saddletree scornfully, 
" for 1 could hae gien her great satisfaction $ 1 could hae proved to 
her that her sister 'Uvas indicted^pon the statute saxteen hundred and 
ninety, chapter one— For the mair ready prevention of eliild-murder 
—for conceaLing her pregnancy, and giving no, account of the child 
which she had Som."^ 

1 hope," said Butles^— I trust in a gracious God that she can 
clear hersdf.” , 

“ And sae^o I, Mr BuUer," replied Mrs Saddletree. “ I am sure 
I wad hae answered for her as my ain daughter; but, wa.$'s my heart, 
J had been tender a' the simmer, and scarce oif^er the door o* my room 
for twal wqeks. And as for Mr Saddletree, he might lie in a lying-in 
hospital, and ne'er find, out what the women cam tiiere for. Sae 1 
could see ^ t%«or naething o’ her, or 1 wad hae had the truth o' her 
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ftUuatioii out o* her, Tae vmrrftnt yo— But wo ft’ tliiftk l»r Moir bmwW'’^ 
ke able to speak 8oTnctbi]i|p to clo^r lior.” 

** Tho haul ParlianiOttt House " said Saddletree, “ waaspeakinff o' 
'iwethinff else, till this job o* Pon||}?ou»'s put it out o’ hoad'— It s a 
beautiful poiul of presuiuptiv© murder, and there’s been naae hkc 4 
ill tho Ju^tioiar Court hiiieo the case of Luckie Smith the howdhs, that' 
sufiered in tile )oar saxteen hundred and seventy-niue." ^ 

“But wh^it’H the matter wi* you, Mr Butler?” said the frood 
.wonuiu ; “ 5 c ui e looking as white as a slieet } will ye tak a dram 
' Uy no nieaus,” said Butler, eompellin^ himself to speak. “ 1 
\ynlked in fiom Dunifiies yesterday, and ibis is a Warm day.” m 
“ Sit down,” aaid MVs Saddletree, laying: bands on him kiiully, “ and 
rest ve — jo’ll kill jouihfll, man, at that rate.^4Lnd are wo to wi4h 
you lov o' {jietUug the wiile, Mr BuUor?" 

“ Ye*,— uo — I do not know,” answered the youngr iniUl Tftffuely, 
Bift Ml s S,ulill(‘ln*i‘ kept him to the point, partly out of tiual in&rcst^ 
fiom cunosuY 

“ Ye diniin ken v\ bother ye are to get the free soiile o* Dumfries or 
no. af)ei liiuttiug on and teaching it a' tho simmcn^*' 

“ Mih S.uldleliee— 1 »m not to have it,” replied Butler, more i 

eollot'iodly. “ 'I'lio LhiuI t)f Blaek-at^the-baue had a natural son 
lirc'd ir) the kirk, that tho prcfabyfci'ry could not be prevaUed upon to 
licoiiio; aiuUo ” 

“ A>, jc need say nac niair ftbout it; if there was a laird that had 
a ])uir kinsman, or a bastard that it wad suit, there’s eiiciigh suid.*^ , 
And ye’re e'en come back to Libeiton to wait for dead men’s shoan^ 
^and, for as frail as Mr 'Whackbairn is, he may live as lang yoml, 
that arc liis as‘,i'>tant and successor,” 

“ Voij like,” replied Butler with a sigh; do not know if 
f*li<nild wish it otherwise.” « ^ 

“ Nno doubt it’s a very vexing thing,” continn^d the gwKl lady, M 
he 111 that dopeudent station; ftud yon tliat hae light in^d title to sao 
nnicklc* betier, I wonder^how ye bear these erosses.” '' 

“ iUliffit ca^tigaty* answered Butler; “even the Pagan 
S(‘m cft eouldi see mi advantage in aiSiction. The heatliens ha<l their 
l)IiilosuT)hy, and the Jews their revelation, Mrs Hoddlotvoe, artd they-- 
endured their di-k-iesses in their day. Christians have a better dis- 
peimtiou than either^^but doubtless 
He stopjied and sighed. 

“ I ken wliat ye moan,” said Mrs Saddletree, looking toward her 
liySftKJ ** tlierc’s* whiles we lose patience in spite of baith book and' 
ye are no gaun awa, and looking sae pborly— ye’Jl bfeay 
and tiWkomo kale wi' |js?” 

Mr Jlfidletree laid m^de Balfou^s Practiques (Ivs favoimto ^tudy, 
and mmi jiood may it do him) to join in his wife’s hospitable impor- 
tun?ty2>^ But the teacher dediuod ml entreaty, and took iiis leave upon 
the snot, ’* fc ^ 

“1 here’s boiaothing in a’ this,” said Mrs* Saddletree, looking after 
juni as ho walked ub the street; “I wonder what makcH Mr Butler ® 
sap dwti^Shcd about misfortune— there was nao jicmiaintanoe 

a ween them that ever I saw or heard of; but they wefeVielghbou’^ gf 
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when DiiXl 1 )oans was on the Laird o' DumbiedikeM’ land. Mr Builor 
wad ken her fiither or tjoineo' U<ir folk. — <iot up, Mr Saddletree— y© 
have set vfwrsell down on the very bvccham that wania stitchin*^-^ 
and hore s little Willie, the pmuice.— Ye little riii-tbere-out deil 
that ye are, what takes you raking tlirough the gutters to see folk 
hfliigi#? — Iiow wad ye like when it corner to bo your aiu chance, m I 
winna ensure yo. if ye diima mend your manners ? — And what are ye 
maundering and greeting for, as if a word were breaking yonr 
bnnes?-— Lang in liy, and he a better bairn another tiiuo, and tell 
Peggy to gie '^e a biekcr o’ bmtli, for ye’ll bo as gleg as a gled, JSo 

• warrant yo — It's a fatherless baini, Siuldl^trec, and niothcrlebs, 
whilk ill some eases may be waur, and ane would take caie o’ liim if 
they could — it’s a Christian duty." 

‘•'Very true, gudewife," said Hiiddlelree, in reply, “we are in loco 
parentis to him during his years of pnpilluiily, and 1 hae had 
thoughts of njiplyiiig to the Court for a eomuiissioii as factor loco 
tuforist seeing there is nao tutor nominute, and the tulor-at-law de« 
cliiios to ncj ; but only I fear the expense of the procedure wad not 
be in ran rcrsam^fovl am not aware if Willie has ony effi^cts whereof 
to assume the administration." 

lie concluded this sctiteiu*o with a sclt^iniportant cough, ns one 
who has laid down the law in an indisputable manner. 

‘•F4flectsi” said Mrs Saddletree, “ wliat elleet'* luis the piiir wean ? 
—he was in rags when his mother died; and the blue polonie that 
Eflloniavle for iiiui out of an auld mantle of tny aiu, was fhciirst 

• docent dress tfie bairn ever liad on. Poor Elbe! can ye tell me now 
yfeally, wi' a’ your law, will licr life be in danger, Mr Saddletree, when 
Uicy arena able to prove that c\or there was a bairn u\a?" 

Whoy," said Mr Satldletrce, de%hted at having for onec in his 
life hoeii Ids wife’s attention arrcsted«by a toiiio of legal dit'cussion — 
“Whoy, there are two sorts of mnrdnnmn' murdntqimn^ or what 
jowpojoularHer H vnlgariUr call inurthcr. ^ 1 mean there are many 
Hort^; forthei^'s your murthrum per vigiltus d iusidiaSiUml your 
mvrUirum under trust." 

“ 1 am sure," replied Jiis moiety, “ that murther hf trust is the 
^ >vay that the gentry ^uurthor us mv'rehauts, and whiles make us ‘^hut 
^ the b(i«th up— -hut that has naethiug to do wi* Ethics udstbrlune." 

‘•Tlio case of Ettie (or Eupbenna) Deans," resumed HadtUetree, 
“ is one of tiiose cases of murdef presumptive, that is, a murder of the 
laws inferring or construction, being derived fiom certain vidicia, 
or grounds of suspicion." * • 

“ 8o that,’* sail the good woman, “ unless poor Elfie has comimiui- 
\c}d(‘d her situation, Bhc’U be hanged by the»neck, if the bairn was 
still-boni, or if it Ud alive at this moment ? ” • 

“ Assiyedly," said Saddletree, “ it being a s-tatute made by o\ir 
sovereign Lord and Lady, to prevent the horrid delict pf bringmg 
forth ohildron in secret— -The crime is rather 8 favourite of the law, 

^ this ^ecio^f murther being one of its ain creation."** 

, ' “ Tuen, if the law makes murders." said Mrs Saddletree, “ the law 
should he 'l^ianped for them ; or if they wad iMg a lawyer instead 
IJj||^uutry4v$l find nao faut.'' - * < 
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A BTURtnona to tlieii* fiiiffal dinnor iutorrupted the fAvtlidt process 
of tUe conversatiou, wbicu was otherwise bko to take a turn much 
UOSB favourable to the science of jurisprudence audits pr^Tcbbors^tliun 
'Mr Bartoline Saddletree, the fond am^er of both, had at its opcniui: 
anticipated* 


CHAPTER VL 

But up then raise oil BainburRh, ' 

lliey all row up by thousands three. 

Joiimn Amutirang's Goodnight. 

BiiTUiR, on his departure from the sigrn of the Golden N«ig[, went 
in quest of a friend of his connected with the law, of whom he wished 
to make particular inquiries concerning^ the drcumstances in which 
the unfortunate young: woman mentioned in the last chapter was 
placed, having, as the reader has probably alt^ady conjectured, 
reasons much deeper than those dictated by mere humanity, for inle- 
restioff himself in her fate. He found the person lie sought absent 
from home, and was equally unfortunate in one or two oilier calls 
which he made upon acquaintances whom he hoped to interebt in her 
blory. But everybody was, for the moment, start-mad on the bubject 
of Porteous, and engaged busily in attacking or defending the 
measures of government m reprieving him ; and the ardour of dispute 
liod excited such universal thirbt, that half the young lawyers auA 
writers, together with thcii* veiy clerks, the class whom Butler was 
lookmg after, had adjourned the debate to some favourite tavern. It 
was computed by an experienced arithmetician, tliat there was as 
much twopenny ale coubumed on the diseusbiou as would have floated 
a first-rate niau-of-war.^ « • 

Butler wandered about until it was dusk, resolving to take that 
opportunity of visiting the unfortunate young woman, when lii» doing 
so might be least observed ; for he liau his own reasons for avoiding 
the remarks of Mrs Saddletree, whose shop-door opened at no great 
dutance from that of the jail, thougli on the opposite or south «iue of 
the street, and a little higher up. passed, therefore, through the 
nan’ow and partly-covered passage leading from the north-west end 
of the Parliament Square. ^ 

He stood now before the Gothic entrance of thp ancient prisoii, 
which, M IK well known to all men, rears its ancient front m the 
vpry middle of the Iliak Street, forming, as it were, the termination 
to a huge pile of buildings called tbe Luokenbootks, whick for some 
ii^Qceivable reason, our ancestors had jammed into tine midst of the 
pnncipai btveet of the town, leaving for passage a narrow street on 
- f ortli, and on thd south, into which the prison opens, a narrow 
woked laiio, Winding betwixt the high arfd sombre WalLwpf the Tol- 
^tn wd the aihacent houses on the one sideband the buttresses and 
Jmjections of the edd Cathedral upon the other. */yo<^ive some 
MW gty to this sombre passage (well known bytie nam^oJttieiCrai^rt**^ , 
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ft nuniLdi* of little booths, or shops, after the fashion of cobblers' 
stalls, are plastered, as it were, ag^ainst the Clothic projections and ' 
abutments^ so that it seemed as if the traders had occupied witfi 
nests, bearing the same proportion to tlie building, every hutircss and 
coign of vantage, as the martlctt did in Macbeth’s Castle. Of later 

J rears^hese bootlis have degenerated into mere toy-shops, whn« the 
it tie loiterers chiefly interested in such wares are tcmiitcd to linger, 
enchanted ^by the rich display of hobby-horses, babies, and Dutch 
toys, arrauged iu artful and gay confusion ; yet half-scared by the 
cross-looks of the withered pantaloon, or snectacled old lady, by 
whom these tepiptinjg stores are watched and superintended. Jlut, 
in the times we write of, the hosiers, the glovers, the hatters, the 
nicrccrs, the milliners, and all who dealt in the miscellaneous wares 
now termed haherdaaber^ goods, were to be found iu this naiTow 
alley. 

To return from our digression. BuUer found the outer turnkey, 
a tall thin old mim, with long silver hair, in the act of locking the 
outward door of jail. He addressed himself to this person, and 
asked admittauo# to Effie Deans, confined upon the accusation of 
child-murder. The turnkey looked at him earnestly, and, civilly 
toucliing Ids hat out of respect to Butler’s black coat and derical ap- 
pearance, replied, ** It was impossible any one could be admitted at 
present.” a 

You shut uj) earlier than usual, probably* on account of CJaptaijj 
I’orteuus’s offmr ?” said Butler. 

The turnkey, with the tiuo mptery of a person in office, gave two 
grm'o nod^ and withdrawing from the wards a ponderous key ot 
about two feet iu length, he proceeded to shut a strong plate of steel, 
which folded down above the keyhole, and was secured by a steel 
spring and catch. Butler stood still Instinctively while the door was 
made fast, and then looking at his watdi, walked briskly up the street, 
muttering to himself almost uncunsciou^y>~« 

Porta adveisa, Ingena, soUdoqne adoxnautc columniD ; 

Vis ut nolta viriim, uon Ipal ozscindorc fvrro • 

C<BUooa» yalouat— Stat flsrroa turrls ad uuraB— ifec . ' 


Having wasted half an hour more in a second fiiiitless attempt to 
find liis legal friend and adviser, he thought it time to leave the city 
Olid retuni to his place of residence, in a small village about two miles 
and a half to the southward of Edinburgh. The metronolis was at this 
time surrounded by a high wall, with battlements agd flanking projec- 
tions at some intervals, and the access was througli gates, called in the 
Scottish longuagey^orfs, which were regularly shut at night. A small fee 
^ the keepciw, would indeed procure egress ingress at any time, 
^ through a wicket l6ft for that purpose iiY the large gate, but it was of 
some importance, to a man so poor as Butler, to avoid even this slight 


1 Wide the fronting gate, ohd, raieed on fiigh, 

With adamantllM^ columsi threate the uliy ; 

* Vain IH iho lorce uf mon, and Ileavou’e ae vein, 

To cnieh plllfuri which the pile suataln ; 

^tibUmo on thoM a tower of ateei la rear’d. 

■ I)RT1>«K^ Fiirvifi; Jook vU 
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g ecvniftry mulct ? and fearinar the hour of shuttiugf tJie gaW might 
B neat, he made for that to which he found hirnwlf nearest although, 
iNr doing bo, he somewhat lengthened his walk homewaw* Bmto 
Fort was that by which his direct road lay, but the West Port, which 
loads out of the Orafismarket, was the nearest of the city gates to ^ 
place wheie 1 e found himaelf, and to that, therefoie, he aircct^d w 
course, lie reached jLhe port in ample time to jiaw the circuit or the 
walls, and cuter a suburb coHed Portsburgh, clueiiy lulmbited by the 
lower order of citizens and luechatdcs. Here ho vrab uucxpcclefUy 
interrupted. , , , , i* 

H(' luid not ffono fur. from the gate before he hoard the souml of a 



behind, moving with great speed towards 4ihe gate lie had just come 
from, and hasing in front of lUom a drum beating to arms. While 
he ctnisidcied liow he should escape a party, asf»einWedj as it might 
bo presumed, for no lawful purpose, they came full on him and btop- 
peu him 

Are you a clergyman?*’ one questioned him. o 
Buticr icplKKl that “ he was xn orders, but was not a placed mini- 
stci ’’ 


“H’h Mr Bullcr from Liherton,” said a voice from behind*, "he’ll 
di^rl) iigc the duty as weel as ony man." o 

You must turn back with us, bir," said the first speaker, iu atone 
civil but poicuiplorj. 

*• Fni u lial puriKise, gentlemen ?" said Mr Butler. ^ 1 live at some 
distance from town--4he roads Ore unsafe by night— you wiU do me a 
scuou’s injury by stopping me." n 

** You alwli bo sent safely homo— no man shall touch a hair of jour 
head- but )ou muNt und bhalljeeme along with us." 

"But to what purpose or end, gentlemen," said Butler, "I hope 
you will be so civil as to explain that to me ?" ^ 

" Yon slull know that in good time. Oomo along- t-for come you 
imisf, by forqe or fair means} and I warn you to loon neither to tlie 
right hand nor the left, and to take no notice of any man’s face, but 
cuii'^uler Ml that is passing before you as a dream." ^ 

" I would it wer4 a dream 1 could a wWten from." said Butler him* 
self; but having no means of opposing the violence with which he 
wob thieatcned, he was compelled to* turn rottud and march in front 
of Ihc rioters, two men partly bupportlng end partly holding him, 
Dnnufl this parlej tfre insurgents iiad made thcmbelves masters of 
the West Port, nishiua upon the Waiters (so the people were called 
who had the charge of (the gates), and posseHsing themselves of tlie 
ke> s The> bolted an« barred tbo folding doors, and commanded the 
ppjfon, whose duly it usually was, to becure the wicket, of which they 
did not umli»rstaiid the fastenings. The man, terrified iit «n incident 
Op totall V unexpected, Vas nnabfe to perfoivn his ubuM office, and gave 
the matter up, after several attempts. Tim rioters, wlip seemed to 
have come pieparedfor every 'emergency, called for torches, by the 
light <>f which the) nailed up the wjekei v«3h long nails, which, it * 
^eemed plV>bablo, they lied provided ^ 
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Wliil^tlns wfta on, Butler could not, oven if ho hod been 
willing, ovoid mokiutf ivmorks on the iiulividunls who seonied toWod*’ 
tliH mob. The torch-light, uliile it fell on their forms aifd 

left liim in the shude, gave liim^on opportunity to do bo without their 
oh«er\ iiig him. Kevenil of those who «eemcd most nctivo were dressed 
in Biiilors’ jackets, ti*ousers, mid aoa caps; otherb in lar^ loosc-hodied 
great-cofttK. and hloueliod Imts; mid there wer^ so\eriil who, judging 
from their di(‘Hs, Hhoiild hiivo been culled women, whose rough deep 
ycjices, uncoimuoii sute, and laaseuliue deportment and mode of walk- 
ing, forbade them being so interpreted. They moved us ifby some 
w<‘tl-eoncertod plan of arranireinent. They hgii Ai^ials by which they 
knew, and nick-ndaBes by which tliey distjuguibliod each otlicr. But- 
ler lenmrked, that tha name of 'Wildtire was used among them, to 
which one stout amazon seemed to reply. 

The Hotels left u small party to ob'^ervo the West Port, oiul di- 
rected the Waiters they valued their lives, to remain uithin tlieir 
jodg-e, and make no attempt for that night to repoBseKS themselves of 
the gale. They then moved with rapidity along tlu‘ hjw street called 
the C’owgale, tfi^moh of the city evei*}whorci rising at the b(»uuil of 
their dnim, and johiiug thein. When the multitude iiirived at the 
Oowgate J'oil, they secured it with ns little opposition as the former, 
made it fa^t, and loft a small parly to obsone it. ]t was afterwards 
reni.ivked,^'^ a sU iking instaiiec of puuleuee niul piecaiition, bingu- 
lai I\ ( omhined with auducity, that the puitiesleft to guaid those gates 
<li(l not remain stationaiy oil their po4s, Imt flitted to and Iro, keep- 
ing so near tin? gati*'- as to seo that no efforts were made to open them, 
jet not remaining bo long aa to have thoir persous closely observed, 
Tli(‘ mob, at first only aliout one hundred strong, now amounted to 
thousnmh, and were increu^hig evciy moment. They divided iheni- 
sehes so ns to ascend with more specif the various nnirow' lnuet> which 
lead up from tlic Cowgato to thu High Street ; and still heating to 
annsas Ihey^Tut, and calling on all tmo ^Scotsmen to join them, 
they iu»w fill^the uriucipal street of the city. 

'file NetUerbow Poi t uiight be called the Temjde-hm’of Kdinburgli, 
as, intersecting the High Street at its tennination, it cTivided Iklin- 
burgh, propel W so called, from the suburb namwl the Ciuiougute, us 
I'emple-bur BeparatSs London from Westminster It W'as of tlie 
iilmost importance to the rioters to possess theraselvea of this puss, 
because there was qunrterediii flie Canongate at that time a regiment 
of infantry, eonimanded by Colonel Moyle, which might have occupied 
tlie eity by advaneiug through this gate* end wopld possess tho power 
of totally defeatbig their pniposo. Tfie leaders therefore hastened 
to the Netliei how Port, which they secured iu the same maimer, and 
wmli ai little troupe, as the other gates, leovibg a jiarty to watch it, 
Bti ong in proiKivtioii to the iuipoitauce of the post. ^ - 

The ne.\t «»bjecl of those hardy insurgents was at once disarm fno 
City Guard, and jirocure arms for Iheiiisclves ; /hr scarce nuy weapons 
but staves and bludgeons thad been yet seen anion|p tliem. The 
' Gum (l-hou'<? was a long, low, ugly building (removed m 1787), which 
• to a faiiciftil imuginatiou nyg-ht have suggested the idea ot a Jou|p 
^^|a^siiaU%«a%ung up the middle of the High Street, apd^eforming^ 
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it« beautiful esplanade This formidable insurrection bad Wen so 
^unexpected, tliat there were no more than the ordinary serg:eant'» 
ifbard of the city-corps upon duty; even these were wkhout any 
eupply of powder and oall; and ftensible enoug:h what had raised the 
itorm, and which way it was rolling:, could hardly be supposed very 
<desirou 9 to expose themselves hy a valiant defence to the animosity pf 
BO numerous and desperate a mob, to whom they were on the pieseat 
^iipccasion much more than usually obnoxious. 

There was a sentinel upon guard, who (that one town-guard soldier 
might do his duty on that eventful evening) presented his piece, and 
deSr^ the foremost oftho rioters to stand on. The young amazon, 
whom Butler had observed particularly active, sprung upon the 
soldier, seized his musket, and after a struggle Bueceedeuin wrench- 
ing it from Um, and throwing him down on the eauBewsy, One or 
two soldiers, who endear our^ to iurn out to the support of their 
sentinel, were in the some mapsier seited snd disewmeo^ and tlie mob< 
without difficulty possessed themselves of the Guard-house, Misarmingj 
and turning out of doors the rest of the men on duty. It^os rm 
marked, that, notwithstiuiding the city soldiers had Imii the instru.n 
meats of the slaugliter which this riot was designed to revenge, no ill 
usage or even insult was offered to them. It seemed as if the 
vengeance of the people disdained to stoop at any head meaner thnn 
that which they considered as the source and ongin of th^ir ipjurieH. 

On possessing themselves of the guard, the first act of the multi-i 
tude was to destroy the drums, by which they supposed an alarm 
might be conveyed to the garrison mihe Castle ; for iHe same I'casou 
they now silenced their own, which was beaten by a young fellow, sou 
to the^jMpmer of Fortsburgh, whom they hM lorccd upon that 
^“lir next business was to di’^tribute among tlie boldest of 
le guns^ bayonetfi^ partisans, htUberds, and battle or 
^ j. until this period fhe principal rioters had preseiTod 
silence on the ultimate <ji»eet of Iheir rising, as being <^hat which all 
knew, but none expressed. ^Now, however, liaving accomnhshed all 
the preliminary parts of th^ir design, they raised a tremendous shout 
of " Porteous f Forteoua I To theTolbooth! To the Ticdboetk ! " 

They proceeded witii the same prudence whm the *oy^'Beeme(f 
^ be nearly in their grasp, as they had done hitherto when «iuiQce8S 
ifpB more dubious. A strong party of tiie rioters, drawn up in front 
e Luokenbooths, and facing down the street, prevented all access 
1 the eastward, end the west end of the defile formed by the 
^booths wai secured in the same manner ; so that the TolbootU 
completely surrounded, and those who undertook the task of 
breaking it open effisetuaUy secured against tho ri&k of interruption. 

The magistrates, in the meanwhile, had taken Ihe alarm, and bs- 
awoled in a tavefu, with the purpose of raising some strength'to 
Biibdue thoo-ioters. The deacons, or presidents of the trades, wwe 
applied lo, but deelarod there was little chance of their autheirity 
bemg respected by the craftsmen, where nt was tho ob,jipct to save a 
JWjp go obnoxious. Mr Lindsay, member of parliament Tor ihe city, 
fMuntecred the perilous task of carrying a verbal message from tlie 
liOfd Fronost to Colonel Moyle, the commander of th^regiment i ^i pg 
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in <lie Cnnotignie, requesting him to force the Nctlievhow Toit, and* 
enter tlicvity to put down the tumult. But Mr Lindsay declined fo 
charge himself with any written order, which, if found on liis pcrs(m 
by au enraged mob. miglif have cost him his life ; and the issue of the 
application was« that Colonel Moyle, Kaving tio written requisition 
from the civil authoritieH, and having tlie fato.of Forteons before iiis 
c}cs as an example of the severe construction put by a jury on th«> 
paoceedings of militaaiy meu acting ou llicir own responsibilky, 'de- 
clined to encounter tUe risk to which the FrovosJ^s verbal conitnuni- 
cation invited him. 

More than one messenger was despatched by different ways to the 
Castle, to n^quire the commanding officer to march down Iuh troops, 
to fire a few canuon-sliot, or even to throw a shell among the mob, 
uor Uie purpose of clearing tlio streets. But so strict and watchful 
lircre the. various patrols*whom the rioters had established in dificrent 
Marts of the street, that none of the emissaries of the magistrates 
^ couldr cacji the gate of the Castle. They were, however, turned hack 
without either ii^ry or insult, and ‘with nothing more of menace than 
was necessary to deter them from again attempting to accomplish 
their errand. 

The same vigilance was used to prevent everybody of the higher, 
and those lyhieh, in tliis case, might be deemed the more suspicious 
orders of society* from ^peorii^ in the street, and observing ihe 
movements, or distiiigui^ing the persons, of tliq^ rioters. Every 
jioi'bon in the^rb of a gentleman was stopped by small parlies of 
two or tbree of the mob, who partly exhorted, partly required of them, 

• that they .should return to the place from u hence they came. Many 
a quadrille table was spoilt that memorable evening : for tho sedan 
cluiirs of ladies, even of the highestfmnk, were interrupted in their 
passage from one point to another, in despite of the laced footmen 
and Wazing ^mbeaux. This was uniformly done with a deference 
and attcntiou^to tho fecliuga of tho terrified females, which could 
hardly have been expected from the videttes of a mob desperate. 
Those who stopped the diair usually made the excuse, that there was 

, much disturbance oq the streets, and that it was alytoluicly necessary 
’ for the lady’s safety that the choir should turn hack. They offered 
themselves to escort the vehicl^ which they had thus interrupted in 
their progress, from tJie aiiprenension, pohably, that some of tliose 
who had casually united themselves to tne riot ut^ht disgmee their 
systematic and aetermined plan of vengeance^ by wose acts of gene- 
ral insult and lidbuce which are common on similar occasions, 
s Persons are yet living who remember ta have heard from the 
mouths of ladies thus interrupted on their jouniey in the manner we 
have desm^bed. tliat they were escorted to their lodgings by the 
young men wno stopped them, and evenjhanded <mt of their 
chairs, 'with a polite attention far beyond what ‘was consistent with 
^ their dress,^wmch was apparently that of journeyman mochonics.^ 

• 1 A near r^atlon of the atttflor'a useC to tell of having been stopped hy the riotors^ an^ 
escorted hbm^ the manner deserfred. On readnng her own home, one of her attenp^ 

i^ants^ In appeardS^.a teeter, <. a a baker's lad, handed bar oat of her chair, and took 
raJlfb^thabow/wHli^ln the lady’s opinion, mgaed breeding mat coulft.hjudly be 
^jKamMfatihaoTSB'sQiotrtb • * . * . 
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It seemed fts if thecon<»p^^a^ors,liko those who assassinated Cardinal 
Seatoun in former dH}S, had entertninpd the (»pinion, t half the work 
about which tlicy went was a jiidpHcnt cd* Heaven, which, though 
unsanctioned the usmil nuthoritiOB, ought to be proceeded in with 
order and ^ratity. ' * 

While their t}utpostB coniinnod thus vigilant, and anffered them- 
selves neilher from fear nor curiosity to neglect that part of llie duty 
assigned to tliem, and while the inaui guanU to tin* east and w<^t 
secured them agaiisst interruption, a select body of the rioters thun- 
dered at the door of the jail, and demanded instant admission, No 
one answered, for the outer keeper had prudently made his escape 
with tin* keys at the eoinmencenieiit of the riot, and was nowhere to 
be found. 1’ho door was instantly assailed wit h sje<lp*-hammers, iroii*^ 
crows, and tho coulters of ploughs, ready ]n‘ovided for the purpose 
with Avhich they prized, heaved, and battered fur some lime with litilij 
offeet; for tho door, l»csides being of double oakphuik'^, clenehccy 
both end-long and athwart, with broad-headed noils, was hO hung ontT 
secured a*- to jicld to no means of forcing, nilhoutf the eApenuitiire 
of much time. 'I'lie i iolevs, however, appeared delcrinlned to gain 
admittance. Gang after gang relieved each other at the exercise, 
for, of course, only a few could work at once ; but gang aftci gang 
retired, exhausted with their violent exertions, without making 
much progress itj for<‘ing the prisoii-door. llutler had been led up 
near to this the wincipaT scene of action *, so near,indec|[l, that In* waH 
almost deafened by the unceasing clang of the heR\y Tor(‘-ha»nnerB 
against the iron-bonnd iiortal of tho prison. He began to entertain 
hopes, as the task seemed protracted, that the populace miglit giv©^ 
it over in de‘i>jur. or that some rescue might arrive to disperse 
them. There was a nu)niciit afwhicli the latt/cr seemed imobable. 

The magistrates, having assembled their officers, and smne of tlio 
citizens who were willing to hazard thenisclvoa for tla^ pnhlie liau- 
i^iiillity, now sailicd forth from the ta\ern wdiere tftey held their 
sitting, and «])i)roaclicd the point of danger. Their officers went 
before them with links and torches, with a herald to r(>ad the riot act, 
if neeessni^. TJi^y civsily diHivo before them the eutj)osts and videltea 
of the rioters; hut when they approached the line, of guard wdikili the 
mob, or rather, we should say, the eoiis^nrators, had drawn across the 
street in the front of the Lnckenbooths, they were received with an 
unintcaultted volley of stones, and, on their neni’^cr approaclulhe pikes, 
ba Yon(?S|||id 1 jochaln»r-axcs, of wliieli the populace baf possessed t lieitt- 
Bclves, wK* presented against them. One of their ordinary officers, 
a strong Wholute fello^, w<‘n1 foiward, seized a rioter, and took from 
him a musket ; bnt being unsupported, he was iftstautlv thrown on 
hm btock in the strt'et, and disarmed in liis turn. The nffict'r was loo 
hfip])> to 1# permitted to ri.se and run away wrilhout receiving any 
further inpiry ; which afTorded another remarkable instance of the 
mode ill which thobe men had united a stirt of tnodcra^ii toward 
all otliers, with the most inflexible inveteraoy against th© object of « 
tljeir resentment. The magistrates, afVer vain att^pts to make 
tbetusehreddiear^ and obeyed, possessing no means qf KjpTorring Jfep'* i 
constmhied toabaudon the field tp tlie^otm,AU^ 
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retreat ta all speed from the showers of missiles that whistled twouud 
their ear^ ^ 

The passive resistance of the Tolbooth gate promised to do more 
to haffle the purpose of the m<5b than the active iutcrforenco of the 
madstrates. Trie heavy sle<^6-hamiBcrs coutiuued to din against 
ft \mhout intermission) and with a noise which, echoeef from the loft\ 
buildings around the B]>ot, seemed enough to have alarmed iht* garri. 
sou in the Castle. It was circulated among the rioters, that the 
troops would march down to dispei'se them, unless they could exeiaife 
their purpose without loss of time; or that, even without quittini<; itj*‘ 
fortress, the garrison might obtain tho same'eud by throwing a bomb 
or two UDon the street. 

Urged by such motives for apprehension, they eagerly rthevod 
each other at the labour of assailing the Tolboolli door : yet such was 
its strength, that it still defied their cflbrts. At lengih a xo»er was 
heard to pronounce tho words, “ Try it with fire.” The nolr^r*-, w ith 
an uiiauiiuouH shout called for combustibles, and as nil tin n w Isbes 
seemed to be instantly supplied they were soon in posht^ssitm of two 
or till oe empty tar-barrels. A huge red glai ing bonlh e speedily >ii om* 
close (o tho door of the prison, sending up a lull column of smoke 
and fame against its antit|[ue turrets and strongly i; rated window 
and illuminating the ferocious and wild gestures of the rioters w lio 
Hurroundeft the place, as well as tho pale amf anxious groups of tliosi*, 




aiarmiiiff scene. The mob fed the fiio with whatever they eould find 
fit for the purpose. The fames roared and crackled among the 
heaps of nourishment piled on the fire, and a terrible shout so(m .lu- 
nounced that the door had kindled, and was in the act of being 
destr<»yed. The fire was suffered t< 4 decay, but, long ere it w (juite 
extinguished, the moat forward of the rioters rushed, in their impa- 
tience, one after another, over ita yet smouldciing remains. Tliick 
showers of sf^rkles rose high in the air, awiu.in after man bounded 
over the glowing embers, and disturbed them in their passage. It 
was now obvious to Butler, and all others who were present, tint the 
rioters would.be instantly in possession of their victim, and ha\e it 
ill their iiowcr to Vork their .pleasure upon liim, whatever that 
might be.(*) 


CIIAPTEE Vn. 


The evil you tAfteh na wo will oxccuto; and 
la^ti'ucUou^ 


It ffhftU go%ard bat wo ttiil bottei* tbo 
McriJ*ant cf Verttif. 


Tim unhappy object of this remarkable disturbance diad been that 
^ day dcliveifrd from the apprekension of a public execution, and his 
• joy wae the greater, \s he had some reason to question whetheg 
government would have rin the risk of unpopularity by interfermg 
jVwl.:s fisTOUri after ho hod been legally connoted bg tho f erdict of d 


Tiun or ur List>uau). , 


Si \ 

jury, of a crime ao very obnoxious. Believed from tUia doublful state 
of mind, his heart was merry within him, and he thought, in the em- 
plmtic words of Scripture on a similar o^asion^ that sUrely the 
Dittemeaa of death was past. Some of his friends, however, who had 
watched the manner and behaviour of the crowd when they were made 
acquainted with the reprieve, were of a different opinion. 
augured, from the unusual sternness and silence with vmicb they bore 
HiSir disappointment, that the populace nourished some scheme of 
. sudden and desperate vengeance; and they advised Porteous to IdSe 
no time in petitioning the proper authorities, that, he mi^ht be con- 
veyed to the Castle under a sufficient guard, to remain there in 
security until his ultimate fate should bo determined. Habituated, 
however, by his office, to overawe the rabble of the city, Porteous 
could not suspect them of on attempt so audacious as to storm a strong 
and defcusiblo prison ; and, despising the advice by which be might 
have been saved, he spent toe aitemoon of toe eventftd day in giving 
an entertainment to some Mends who visited him in jail, several of 
whom, by toe indu^ence of toe Captain of toe Tolbooth, with whom 
he had an old intimacy, arising from toeir offioial'tonncction, were 
even permitted to remam to supper with him, though contrary to the 
rules of the jaU. 

It was, therefore, iu the horn* of unalloyed mirto, when this unfor- 
tunate wretch was full of bread,'* hot witii wine, and high iiti mistimed 
and ill-grounded confidence, and, alas 1 with all his sms full blown, 
when the first distant shouts of the riotm's mingled wit^i the song of 
merriment and intemperance. The hurried call of toe jailor to the 
guests, requiring them instantly to depart, and his yet more hasty in- 
timation that a (fieadful and detcruiineamob had possessed themselves 
of the city gates and guard-house, were t^ fii’st explanation of these 
fearful clamours. 

Porteous might, however, have eluded the fury from which toe force 
of authority could not protect him, had he thou^t of slipping on some 
disguise, and leaving the prison along with his guests. It is probable 
that toe Jailoi; might have connived at his escape, or even that, in toe 
hurry of this alarming contingency, he might not have observed it. 
But Porteous and ^is friends alike wanted presence of mind to suggest 
or execute such a plan of escape. The former hastily fied from a 
plaee wjhere ihotJt own safety seemed compromised, and toe latter, 
in a st^ resembliug stupefaotiou, awaited in his apartment the 
termination of toe enterprise of the rioters. The cessation of toe 
clang of the instruments with which toey had at fipt attempted to 
force toe door, gave him momentary relief. The nattering hopes, 
that toe miHtary had marched into the dty, either from the Castle or ' 
from the suburbs, and that toerioters wm intimidated and dispersing, 
wgre soon destroyed by toe broad and glaring light of the flames, 
which, illuminating through toe grated window every corner of his 
apm'tmeiit, p]||amly showw that toe mob, detennined on toeir fatal 
' adopted a means of forcing fintranoe equallic desperate 

elject of 
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ruHli to tfie cliimney, to ascend it at tbe risk of suffocation, mtcvc the 
only means urhleh seemed to liavo occurred to him ; but his progresa 
Was speedily stopped by one of those iron gratings, whicli arc, for the 
sake of security, usually placed 4tcross the vents of ouildings desipied 
for imprisonment. The bars, howeve^ which impeded his faitljer 
process, served to support him in the situation whichiiie had gained- 
nnd he seized them with the tenacious grasp of one who esteemeu 
himself clinging to his last hope of existence. The lurid light, wliich 
liAd filled the apaiiiment, lowered and died away ; the sound of shouts 
was heard withii^ the walls, aud on the narrow and winding stair, 
wliich, cased within one of the turrets, gave access to the upper 
apartments of tiie prison. The huzza of the rioters was answered by 
a shout wild and desperate as their own, the cry. namely, of tlic im- 
prisoned felons, who, expecting to be liberated in the general con- 
fusion, welcomed tlie mob as their deliverers. By some of these the 
apartment of Portcous was pointed out to his enemies. The obstacle 
of the lock and bolts was soon overcome^ and from his hiding-place 
tbe unfortunate man heard his enemies search every corner of tho 
apartment, with^aths and maledicdons, whidi would but shock the 
reader if we recorded tliom, but which served to prove, could it have 
admitted of doubt, settled purpose of soul with which they sought 
his destruction. 

A placesof concealment so obvious to suspicion and scinitiuy as diat 
which Porteous had chosen, coilld not long screen him from detection. 
He was dragged from his lurkinjg-plaoe, witli a violence which seemed 
to argue an intention to put him to death on the spot. More than 
one weapon was directed towards him, when one or tho rioUns, tho 
same whose female disguise had been imrticularly noticed by Butler, 
interfered In an authoritative tone. “Are >o mad?" he said, “or 
would yc execute an act of justice 06 if it were a crime and a cruelty ? 
This sacrifice will lose half its savour if we do not offer it at the very 
horns of tlieaaltar. We will have him die,wlicre a murderer should 
die, on the dbmmon gibbet— We will hare him die where he spilled 
the blood of so many innocents I” , 

A loud shout of applause followed the proposal, and the cry, “ To 
the gallows ^th the murderer I— To the Qrasi^arket with him!" 
echoed on all hands. 

“Let no man hurt him," cc^ptinued the speaker; “let him make 
his peace with God, if ho can ; we will not kill both his soul and 
body." 

“ Wliat time^did he give hotter folk for preparing their account ?" 
answered several voices. “ Let us mete to him with the same measure 
he measured to them." • 

But the opinion of the spokesman better sHited the temper of those 
he addressed, a temper rather stubborn than impetuous, sedate though 
ferocious, and desirous of colouring their crugl aud reveiigeful action 
with a show of justice and moderation. ^ , 

For an instant this mail quitted the prisoner, whom he consigned * 
to a selected guard, with instructions to permit him to give lus money 
and proparty to whomsoeter he pleaaed. A person confined in tm , 
pjgjljer aeW.neipeiYed this last deposit horn the tre|phlm£f hand ofthe 
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victim, \rho was at. the same time permitted to make some ofier brief 
arrangements to meet his approaching fhte. The felons all 
dlhers who wished to leave the jail, were now at full libertf to do ho ; 
not that their lilioratiou made any part of the settled purpose of the 
rioters, but it followed as almost a necessary consejjneiiee of forcing* 
the jail doonR With wild cries of jubilee they joined the mdb, or 
disappeared among the narrow lanes to seek out the hidden rccop- 
.tacles of vice and infamy, where they were accustomed to lurk aud 
conceal themselves from justice. * 

IVo persfiiis, n man about fifty years old, and a girl about 
eighteen, were all who* continued within the fatal walls, excepting 
two or three debtors, who probably saw no ad\autRgo in attempting 
their escape. The pei-sons we have mentioned remained in the 
strong-room of the pri'*on, now deserted by all others. One of their 
late companions in misfortuiio called «out to the man to make liis 
escape, in the tone of an acquaintwice. ‘‘fein for it, Ratclifle— the 
road H clear.” 

“It ina> be aac, Willie” answered Ratclijffe, composedly, " but I 
hav(‘ tacii a fancy to leave aff trade, and set up for ifli honest man.” 

Stay lliere, and be banged, i]icn,for a dounurd auld dec^ill” said 
the other, and ran d(»wn the prison-stair. 

The pel son in female attire whom wc have distinguished as one 
of thi‘ most active rioters, was about the same time at tbe^bar of Iho 
unwff woman. Effic, flee! ” Vos all he had time to whis])cr. 

She turned towards him au eye of mingled fear, aflec^ion, and up- 
braiding, all contending with a sort of stupified surprise, lie again 
rt*p(*atcd, “ Flee, Effie, lice, for the sake of all that's good and dear 
to youl” Again she gazed ou him, but was unable to answer. A 
loud noise was now heard, and the name of Madge Wildtire was re- 
peatedly called from tlie bottom W’ the staircase. 

‘•lam coming,— I am coming” said the pi*rsou who answered to 
that appellative; and then reiterating hastilj, “ l^or OqflV sake— for 
your own sake— for my sake, flee, or they'll take your life I " he left 
the .stron^-ro(tfa. 

^ The girl gazed after him for a moment, and then, fQ,iiitly mutter- 
ing, “ Better tyue^ife, since lint is gude famo,”«<«he sunk her head 
upon her hand, and remained, bcemiiigly, unconBcious as a fitattle, of 
the noise and tumult which passed arqund her. 

L That tumult was now transferred from the inside to the outside of 
plhe Tolbooth. Tliq mob ha-d brought their destined victim forth, and 
were about to couducl him to the common place of ereciition, which 
; they Jiad fixed as (ho scene of his death. The leader, whom they 
di->tiiiguisued by the ptimc of Madge Wildfire, hod been sum- 
nioiied to assist at the procession by the impatient fiiouts of his con- 
iediu-ates. 

“ 1 will cni,uve you ^ve hundred pounds,” said the unhappy man, 
hand,—" five hundred pounds for to save my 

. i^The other answered in the same under-toAc, and returning his 
I'^asp with one equally convulsive, “ Five lundr^-wcfght ^ coined 
gold 6lwuId*iiot ve you Remember Wuson I ^ 
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A dcej pause of a ininufee euBUed, when Wildfire added, in a more 

coraposed^toiic, “ Make yom* peace with Heaven Where U the 

clcrg’yinaiij-'” . • • 

JhUler, who, in great terror ahd anxiety, had been detained witlnn 
a fe\» yards of the xolbootli door, to wait the event of the search after 
l*oi*teoiw, was now brought forward, and commanded to walk by the 
prisoner’s side, and to prepare liini for iintnediate death. His 
ai*swer was a siii)plieation that the rioters would cousidw what they 
did. " You are licither judges noi* jury,” said he. * Yon cannot 
have, by the laws of God or mail* power to take away the life oi a 
hmnau creature, however dcs^er^dng he may be of death. ]f it is 
murder eveu in a lawful magistrate to execute an offender olherwi.^o i 
than m the place, time, ana manner which the judges' sentenei* jjre- 
toibes, what must it be in you, who have no warrant for interference 
but your own wills? In the name of Him who is all mercy, shj)\y 
mercy to this unhapj^y man, and do not dip your hainU in his blood, 

V nor rlish into the very cj*hne which you are desirous of «ven«iiig!’' 

Cut your sepoou short — you are not iu your pulpit,” answered 
one of the rioters. 

If we hem* more of your davcrs,” said another, “ we are like to 
hang yon up beside hini.” 

“ P'eac%— hush ! ” said Wildfire. “ l)o the good n>an no harm — lie 
discharges his conscience, and I like him the bettor.” 

He tfien addressed Butler. “ Now, sir, we have patiently heard 
you, and we Just wish you to understand, in the way of answer, that 
YOU may as well argue to the ashler-work and iron-stanehels of tlio 
Tolboofh, m think to change Our purpose-— Blood mu.4 have blood. 
AVe have sworn to each other by the deq)cst oaths ever wer(‘ j)le<bed, 
that Porteous shall die the death be descrvi*s so richly ; ther(‘n>ve, 
8})(‘ak no more to us, but prepare him for death as well as the brief- 
ness of hia flange will permit.” 

They had siiflered the unfortunate Poi‘tteou.s to put on his night- 
gown and slippers, as he had thrown ofI‘ his coat and shoes, in ordei to 
. facilitate his attempted escape ujj the chiimiey. In tifis garb he w'ns 
now mounted on tlie bands of two of the riotei s, clasped together, so 
as tewfoTin what is called in Scotland, The Kiug> Cushion.” Butler 
was placed close to Ms side, and repeatedly Urged to perform a duty 
always the most painful wdiich can be imposed on a clergjmian dc- 
servmg of the name, and now rendered more so by the peculiar and 
horrid circumstances of the crimmal’s case.* Portcoiis at first 
uttered some ffiipplicntions for mercy, but wh6n he found that there 
was no chance that thete would be attendedjto, his luilitarv cHlucation, 
and the natural ^ubbornness of his dbposit»n, conibinecf to supiiort 
Ilia spirits. 

“ Arc you prepared for this dreadful end ? ” said Butler in a faftcr- 
ing voice. “0 turn to Him, in whose eyes time and sjiace have no 
existence,, and to whom ^ few minutes are as a lifetkne, and a life- 
time as a minute.” • 

“I’ beiicve.I know what you would say," answered PorteQps 
juBenly. was bred i soldier; if they will murder me without - 
tuue,*let*my sMs as well as xny blood lie their d»or." * 
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“ Who was it,” said the Rtern voice of Wildfire, “ tliat said fo Wilson 
at tins very spot, wh(*ii he could not pray, owinff to tlio gajlins> ag’ony 
(If his fetters, that his i)ains would soon be over?— 1 say fo vou to 
take your own tale home ; and if you cannot profit by the *|jood man’s 
lessons, blame not them that are still more merciful to you >ou 
were to others.” 

The procession now moved forward witli a slow and dctenuiiied 
pace. It was enlightened by manY blazing links aud toidiea; for 
the actors of this work were so far from aifoctinp any secrecy on the 
occasion, that they seemed oven to court observ ation. Their principal 
leaders kept close to the person of the priaouer, whobc pallid yet 
stubborn features were seen distinctly by the torchlight, as his person 
was raised considerably above the concourse which thronged around 
him. Those who bore bwords, muskets, and battle-axes, marched on 
each side, as if forming a regular guarcl to the proercssion. The win- 
dows, as they went moug, were filled with the inhabitants, hose 
slumbers had been broken by this unusual disturbance. Home of the 
spectators mu tiered accents of encouragement; but in general tlicy 
were m much appalled by a sight so strange and audacious, that they 
l(»oked on with a sort of stupitied astonishment. No one offered, by 
act or word, the slightest interruption. 

1'he rioters, on their part, continued to act with tlic same air of 
deliberate confidence and security which had marked all tlieir i)roceod- 
ings. Wlien the object of tlieir resentment dropped one or his slip, 
pers, thcY stopped, sought for it, and repl^d it upon liis foot with 
great deliberation ^ As they deseendea tho Bow towards the fatal 
spot where they dc'iigncd to complete their pui pose, it was suggested 
that there bliould be a rope kept m readiness. For tliis puipose the 
booth of a man who dealt in cordage was forced open, a coil of roiio 
fit for their purpose was seleeiw to serve as a halter, and the 
dealer next mormng found that a guinea had been left mi liis counter 
in exchange ; bo anxious ^vere the perpetrators of this glaring action 
to show that they meditated not the slightest wrong or in&actiou of 
law, excepting so far as Porteous was himself concerned. 

Leading, or carrying along with them, in tliib determined nnd 
regular manner, the object of their vengeance, they at length reached 
the place of common execution, the scene of his crime, and dcslined 
spot of his sufferings. Several of tl?e rioters (if they should not 
rather be described as conspirators) endeavoured to remove the stone 
which filled up the socket in which the end of the fat^ tree was sunk 
when it was erected for its fatal purpose ; others sought for the mcaus 
of coiistnictiug a temporary gibbet, the place in which llie gallows 
itself was deposited bein<? reported too secure to be forced, without 
much loss of time. Butler endeavoured to avail himself of the delay 
afforded by these circumstouocs. to turn the people from their des- 
perate designs “ For G(»d’B sake,^’ he exclaimed, ‘^remember it is tho 
image of >our Creator which you are about to deface in the person 
•of this unfisrtunate man I Wretched as he is, aud wicked'hs he may 


ITliisllttlo incident, ciharaoterlBtiooftlie eatFemo q^mposuns of tbls Q]^a(Hrai]ury 
was witnessed by a lady, who, dlaturbod, like otb^ Uomharslailib^if W gona 
Jpihb window. was tedd to tbo author liy mo 
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1)0, ho l|is a share in evory promise of Sorii)tiiro, iiml you cannot 
destroy luui in impenitence i^ithout blotting his name from tlio 
Book of fiifc — Do not destroy soul and body; ^jive time for pr<*- 
paration/' ^ 

“What lime liad thej,’* returned a siein \oice, “whom he mur- 
dered on this lery spot?— The laws both of God and nuim call for liis 
death." 

“But what, my friends," insisted Butler, withaft-cnerous disregard 
toiliis own safety— “what liath constituted you liis judges?" 

“We are not his jud^s," replied the bainc person; “lie has been 
already judged and couJemued by lawful autjiority. Wc aie tliO'C 
whom Tleaven, and our righteous anger, have stirred up to execute 
judgment, when a corrupt government would have protected a mur- 
derer." 

“I am none," said the unfortunate Porteous; “that wliieh you 
charge upon ino fell out in self-defence, in the lawful cxci cise of my 

“ Away with him— away with him! " was the general ciy. “ Why 
do you triHe away* time in making a gallows?— that dycstcis pule is 
good enough for the homicide." 

Tlie unliappy man was forced to his fate with remorseless rapidity 
Butler, separated from him by the press, escaped the last honors of 
his struggle*^- Unnoticed by those who hadjniherto detained him as 
a prisoner, he fled from the fatal snot, without much caiing in what 
direction his course lay. A loud shout proclaimed the stern delight 
with wliich the agents of this deed regarded its completion. Butler, 
then, at the opening into the low street called the Gowgate, east back 
a terrified glance, and, by the red and dusky light of tlie torches, he 
could discerns figure wavering and struggling as it hung suspended 
above tlio heads of the multitude, mid coma even observe men striking 
at it witli their Lochaher-axes and partiznns. The sight was of a 
nature to double his horror, and to add wings to bis flight. 

The street €own which the fiigitive ran, opens to one of the eastern 
ports or gates of the city, Butler did not stop till he reached it, but 
found it still shut. He waited nearly au hour, walking up and down 
in inexpreasitfie perturbation of mind. At length lie ventured to call 
out, and rouse the attention of the ten-ified keep^l-s of the gate, who 
now found tbemselvcs at liberty to resume tliciv office without iuto- 
rnption. Butler requested them to open tlie gate- The> hebitatod. 
lie told tliom his name and oecupauon. 

^ “ lie is a preacher," said one ; ** Ihave hoard him preach in Iladdo's- 

“ A fine iireachiug has he been at the iii^t,” said auollier ; “ but 
m.wbo least said ib sunest mended." . 

Oncuhig then the wicket of tlie main-^gate, the keepers suffered 
Butler to depart, who hastened to cairj his horror and fear Inwond 
the w'alls of Edinburgh, liis first purpose whs, instantly to take the 
road homqjrard ; but other fears and cares, connected with the iiewu, 
he liad learned in tlmit remarkable dav, induced bini to linger in the 
neighbourhood of Edinbutgh until dfwbreak. More than one group 
oj pcrson«»p(>sscd him aJ he was wnileing away the hpurb of dark- 
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nm that yot remained, whom, from the btiflod tone^ of ^heir dis- 
coiirne, the unwouteil houi -when they traTelU*d, and tlie hasty pace 

which tlioj walked, he coigecturea tohavo bceu engaged in the 
ate fatal traii>.ae(ion 

CoiUiu it (hat the sudden and total difrpersion of the rioters 
when their vindictive purpOHO was accomplifaned, scemod net the 
least lemarkahle feature of this sin^yular nffau*. In general, what- 
ev( 1 ni.n he the iin]Jolhn|f motive by which a mob is at first raised, 
the attainment of then object has usually been only found to lead the 
way to faithei exce'^ses But not so in the present case. Tliey 
Roomod completely satifited %ith the veuffoanee they had prosecuted 
w ith siK h si inch and ieus activity. When Uiey were ftilly sati^v 
fied that life had abandoned thoir victim, they dispersed in e\ei^ 
diiwlioin ( blow ill” down the weapons which they had only assumed 
to enable them to tairy throii|fh their purpose. At daybreak thero 
vemuiiied lud the least token of the events of the exeeptin^f 
the corjise of P<>rteous, winch still hung suspended in the place a here 
ho had su fitted, and (be ams of varitjus hw<h» winch the rioters had 
taken fi om the city guard-house, which Wore foum' bcatiered about 
the sticets .is tijo had Ihromi them finoon their hands, hen (ho 
jmmise fm wliicli they had Heired them was accomplished. 

The ordnniy nn;?istifltes of the city resumed thoir newer, not 
without tremldiug at (he late expeiieuce of tiio fragility onts tenure. 
To march t loops into (he city, and commence a severe Sm(uiiy into 
the tiansactious of Iho preceding night, were the first muikh of re- 
turning energy which they displayed. But these evi^ntft had been 
tjoinlueted on so biciire and well-calculated a plan of safety and 
secreev, that there was little or nothing lefttncd to throw light upon 
Uie authoi s or pi inrijial u<doi s in a scheme so audacious. An express 
was des])atclied to London with the tklmgs, where they excited groat 
indignation and surpiise in the council of regency, and paiticulaTl) 
in the bosom of Queen Caroline, who considered her ovn authoi i(y 
as exposed to eontemnt' liy the success of this siugulhr conspnacy. 
Nothiiiff was sfioke of tor bomo timo save the measure of vengeance 
which should be taken, not only on the actors of this tragedy, so soon 
as they whould be discovered, but upon the magistmtes who had 
sirf}bri*d it to take (dace, and uimui the city which had been tlie i eene 
where it was exhibited. On this occasion, it is stttl lecordod in 
popular tradition, that lier Majesty, in tlio height of her displeasure, 
told the colehrated John, Duke of Argyle, that, soohei than submit 
to such an insult, v>he would make Reotland a liuntjng -field “ In 
thW case, Madam,’' answered that high-spii ited nowcinan, with a 
profound bow, “I will take leave of jom M^esty, and go down to 
my nwrn coilnti y to get vny hounds rewiy." i 

The ini|>« it of the leply luid more than met the ear; and aw most 
ihe Siottish nobility and gentry seemed actuated hv the same 
ipitional - nil It, the royal dinpleabure was necessaHly checked in mid- 
vojd^ and milder courwee weio reeommenied and adopted, to some 
jE wpeh wc may hereafter luwe oepaeion to ad)trert,(*J 
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CHAPTER Vra. 

Anhivr't Seat phiiU Be my bed, 

Tlie tio'ci lx. pieeeM Vy me , 

8t An(oti*« iiJiiUi iu> diJiik, 
jWn ttxy true Ibye’e toitelbra mo. 

Ola Song, 

If I were to cliooflie a Bp(^t from which the ribing or setting sim 
could be Boeu to thcmatestposbibleadAanta^eyit would be that ^Mld 
patli winding around the fooC of the high belt of semi-drcular i ocks, 
ehlled Salisbury Orags, and marking the Fcrge of the ateep debctuii 
which sloped flown into the glen on tlic hOUfhH^uslern buie of the <'ity 
of Edinburgh. The pronpeetj in its geitorul outliiu‘. eoiuinands «i close* 
built, high piled city^ stretching itself out boneath in a form, whicli, 
to a romantic imagination, may be sapj)o.cd to represent that of a 
dragon j now, anoolo arm of the sofi, with its lOck-*, isk*s, distant 
bhf»res, and boundary of inountaius; and now, a fail* and fertile <‘hHni- 
paigii country, vai-ied with hiU, dale, and iock,andHkirteil bv the jiic- 
turchqne ridge of the Pentland Mmiiitauis But as the path genth cii < les 
around the tiaae of tho olllfs, the prospect, composed as it is of thebC 
eiichiinting: and sublime objects, changes at cm fy step, and presents 
them bleiKlod with, or divided lioiu, eucb <dhei, in every po-,sible 
variety which can gratify the eye and the imagination Wlnm a 
piece of scenery so beautiful, yet so varied,— so exciting by its intri- 
cacy, and yet so sublime,— is lighted up by the tints ol morning or of 
evening, and displays aJl that variety of sliadovvy dcqdh, exelmnged 
with partial hrUlnuicy, which gives Hiai after even to the tauieat of 
laudbc«p(‘8, the effect approaehe-* M«ar to enehiiiifracat I’liis path 
Ubed to bo my favourite evening and moruingie'ort, when ougaged 
wiili a fav oluite author, or new subject oi btudy. It is, I am inttirmed, 
now become wtnlly impassable ; acirewmsttfnee which, if true, i effects 
little credit on the taste of the Good Town or its lenders.* • 

It was from this f.is<*iiiatiug jiath— the scene to me of so much deli- 
cious musmg,.whoii life was young and promis(»d to be happy, that 1 
liavejbeen umible tb pass it ovt^r without an episOdic.U dchcniitiou— 
it was. I say, from this romantic path that Butler &aw the morning 
arise the day after Ibe mutdermf rorteoua. It was possible for him 
with ease to have found a much bliorter road to the house to which 
he w*as directing his course, and, in fai't, that wlindi he chose was ex- 
tremely circuitous. But to compose his own spirits, as well as to 
while away llio time, until a proper hour for>\isitmg the family with- 
out surpiise or djbtnrhance, lie w*to induceiWo extend hw circuit by 
the foot of the rocks, and to linger u|>ou Ids way untd the morning 
Bhouhl be considerably ndvaiieed. While, now bl andmg with bis a'^ns 
across, and waiting the slow progress of tho *sun above the hori/on, 
now sitting upon one of numerous fragments which storms had 

* Alissatiful rub wHM fwtWaxlwa wlUun a ftWyssrs, Boon fanned inonnd 11jo«m» n>- 
montlc ToOyi , amt (ho anUior luiS th^plf'asttretD tlUnk, tlia|b tbo patsii^o m tho toKt ffaik 
rUctothouiiAcitfiluiii;, I 
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detadiod ftrem the rooks above him* he is mcdilatiu^:, akernately, 
il{m tko Widhle catastrophe which he had witnessed, aim upon the 
and to him most interestingf, news which he Imd learned 
we will give the reader to imdcrstand who Butler was, 
hour hia fate was connected with Uiat of Effic Deans, the unfor- 
tonate hondcpaiden of the careful Mrs Saddletree. ^ * 

Reuben Butler was.of English extinction, though born in KcoUaud. 
Ilia grandfather was a trooper in Monk’s armr, and one of the party 
of dismounted dragoons which formed the forlorn hope at the stom- 
ing of Dundee in 1651. Stephen Bntler (called, from his talents in 
reading and expounding. Scripture Stephen, and Bible Butler^ was a 
Btancii Independent, and leceived in its fullest comprehension Uie 
promise that the saints should inhet it the earth. As hoi’d knocks were 
what Iiad chiefly fatten to liis share hitherto in the division of this com- 
mon propeity, lie lost not the opportunity wMch the storm and plan- 
der of a commercial place afforded him, to appropriate as large a 
share of the better thiugB of this world as he could possibly con^oas. 
It would seem that he had succeeded indifferently well, for lus ex- 
terior circumstances appeared, in consequence of this event, to have 
been much mended. 

The troop to which lie belonged was quartered at the village 
Dalkeith, as forming the body guard of Moidr, who, in the capamty 
of uonerm for the Commonwemth, resided in the nekhbon *ing castle. 
When, on the eve of the Rcbtoration, the jrcneral commenced his 
march from Scotland, a measure pregnant witli such important con- 
sequences, he new modelled his troops, and more est^ecially those 
immediately about his person, in order that they might consist entirely 
of individuals devoted to himself On ^s occasion Scripture Stephen 
was weighed in tlic lialauco, and found wanting. It was supposed he 
felt no call to any expedition which might en£uger the reign of the 
militaiy sainthood, and that he did not consider himself as free in 
conscience to join with apy party which might bo Ukelyeultimately to 
ackimwlcto the interest of CSiarles Stewart, the soft of the last 
wan, as Chaflos I. was familiarly and irreverently termed by them 
in tlicir cowmen diboourse, as well as in their more elaborate predi- 
cations and harangpes. As the time did not admit of e&shiering sucli 
dissidents, Stephen Bntler wasonly advised iii a fidendly way to^give 
up lus horse and ocooutremeuts to oqo of Middleton’s old ti*oopers. 
who possesfM»d an aceommodadog cunscience of a militaty stamp, ana 
which squared itself chiefly upon those of the Colonel and paymaster. 
As this hint came recommenued by a certain sum of airearspreseudy 
payable. Stephen had carnal wisdom enough to embrace the proposal, 
and With gieat indiffereiKse saw his old corps depart for Coldstream, 
on their route for the ^uth, to establish the tottering government or 
Etigland on a new basia 

The zone ,of the ex-trooper, to use Horace’s phrase, was weighty 
enough to purchase a eotta^ and two or three nelds (still known by 
t^ie Sanie of Beershoha), within obout a Soottish mile o£ Dalkeith ; 
iHm Ui^re did Btepheu establiidi himself vvitk a youthful helpmate, 
emsen out of the said village, vrhose dhpo^iton to a oemfortahle set- 
** on tlihi £>ide of the grave reconeueu her to tlie,gr^Af manneri, * 
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scri«jiifi lumper, mid weather-beaten featureji of the martial cntbnaiiiat. 
Stephen not lon^ aiirvive the falling on ‘‘evil days and evil toii^jues,*' 
of which Milton, m the flame predicament, so niournlully com- 
plains. At his death his consort*remained an early widow , with a male 
child of three vears old, whidi, in the sobriety wherewith it demeaned 
itself; in the old-fashioned and even g^rim cast of its features, and in 
its sententious mode of expressing^ itself, would sufficiently havcYiiidi- 
cafed tlie lionour of the widow of Beeraheba, had any one thought 
pfoper to challenge the babe’s descent from Bible Butler. 

Butler’s principles had not descended to his family, or extended 
themselves among hia neighbours, Tlie air of Scotland was alien to 
the growth of indcpeiidenc)^, however favourable to fanaticism under 
other colours. But, nevertneJess, they were not forgotten ; and a 
certain neighbouriiiff Laird, who piqned himself upon the loyalty of 
his principles “ in the worst of times" (though 1 never heard they 
exposed him to more peril than that of a broken head, or a night’s 
loog^ing in the main guard, when wine and cavalierism predominated 
in his upper story), had found it a convenient thing to rake up all 
matter of accusmion against the deceased Stephen. In this cmimc- 
ration his religious principles made no small figure, us, indeed, they 
must have seemed of the most exaggerated enormity to one whose 
own were so small and so faintly traced, as to be well-nigh imper- 
ceptible. •In these circumstances, poor widow Butler was supplied 
with lier full proportion of fines for non-conformity, and all tho other 
oppressions qi the time, until Beersheba was fairly wrenched out of 
her htmds, and became the jiroperty of the Laird who had so wantonly, 
ns it had hitherto appeared, persecuted this poor forlorn woman. 
When liifl purpose w^as fairly achieved, he showed some remorse or 
moderation, or whatever the reader may please to ttjrin it, in permit- 
ting licr to occupy her husband’s cottage, and cultivate, on no very 
heavy terms, a croft of land adjacent. Iler son, Beniamin, in the memi- 
while, grew^p to man’s estate, and, movsd by that impulse which 
makes men seek marriage, even when its end can only be the per- 
petuation of misery, he wedded and brought a wife, lyid, eventually, 
a son, Reubep, to share the poverty of Beershebm 

The Laird of Dumbiedikes (^) had hitherto been moderate in his 
exactions, perhaps because he was ashamed to tax too highly the 
miserable means of support yhich remained to the widow Butler. 
But when a stout active young fellow appeared as the labourer of the 
croft in question, Dumbiedikes began to think so broad a pair of 
shoulders miglit bear an additional burden. 1!^ regulated, indeed, 
his management of his dependents (who fortunately were but few in 
number) much unon the principle of the carters whom he observed 
loading their carts at a neighbouring coal-hill, and who never failed 
to cla])an additional brace of hundre<Lwcights on their bui^en, so Mon 
as by any means tliey had compassed a new horse of Bomewat 
superior strength to that wliich had broken do\ra the before. 
However reasonable this practice appeared to the Laird of Dumwe-. 
dikes,, he ought to hat^e observed, that it may be overdone, and that 
it infers, a Inatter of course, the destruction and loss of both horco, 
dart, aniBotog. BycnSio it befell when the ^ditiond “ presth-' 



TAliF.» OF MY LAJn>LOUZ>. 


tiona” camo to be demanded of IJenjannii Butler. A of few 
words a^id few idcas^ but attaeliod tolieerhbeba witk a fjiding like 
Ibat which a voiyetable ewtertoiiw to the apoi iu which it chiuu'CH to 
be planted, lie u<*ithcr remonstrated with the Lainb nof endear cured 
to c'lcape from him, ])ut toiling night and dtky to uceompli'di the terms 
of his task-master, fell iut<> a burning fever and died. His wile did 
not long siir\ive him ^ and as if it hod been the fate of this family to 
be left oridiaiis, our Heubeu Butler was. about the year 17(»4-£», left 
in the same cii oumstanees in which his father hod been plnced, flliid 
under the samo guardiaubhip, being tliat of his grandmotlicr, the 
widow of Monk’s old trooper. 

The same prospect of misery hung over the head of another tenant 
of tbu liaid-heaned lord of Iho soil. This was a tough true-blue 
Presbyterian, calbni Deans, who, though most obnoxious to the Laird 
on account of principles ill chuich and state, contrived to maintain 
his ground upon the estate by regular payment of mail-duties, kain, 
arriage. carriage, dry multure, lock, gowpen, and kuavesliip, and nil 
the various exactions uow commuted for money, and siiTuined up in 
the emphatic word runt. But the years 1700 atid 1701, long re- 
membered ill Scotland for dearth and general distress, subdued the 
stout heart ol the agricultiirui whig. Citatioub by the ground officer, 
decreets of the Baron Court, seijuestrations, poindings of outside and 
inside plenishinu, iiew about his oars as fast as ever iho fo^ bullets 
whistled arouiuT those of the Covenanters at Pcntland, Both well 
Brigg, or Airsinoss, Struggle as he might, and he ijtruggled gal- 
lauUy, ** Douce David Deans ” was routed horse aud foot, und In} at 
the mercy of his grasping landlord just at the time tlnit Benjamin 
Butler died. The fate of eacli family was anticipated j hut they who 
projdie^ied their expiiihiun to bijggary and ruin, were dihuppuinted by 
an accidental eirouinstanee. 


On the very term-dav when their ejection ahoidd have taken place, 
when all their neigliliojirs were prejiarcd to pity, atfd not one to 
Assist them, the minister of the parish, as well as a doefor from hjdin- 
biirgh, reeeiueii a hobty Hummous to attend the Lnird of Dumhiedikes. 
Both were surpx^ed, for his contempt of both faculties had been 
pretty commonly kis theme over an extra bottle, that is to say, iit 
least emeo every day. The leech for the soul, and he for tlieSody, 
alighted in the comt of tho little old .niauor house at almost the same 
time ; and when the} had gazed a moment at each other with some 
fui-prise, they iu ^he same breath expressed lL<*ir conviction that 
tlumbiedikes must needs bo very illiuaeed, since he summoned Chem 
both to his presence at once. Ere llie servant could uslier them to 
bts apartment the piy^cy was augmented by a man of law, Nichil 
Kovit, writing liimself procurator before the Sheritf-coiurt, for in 
those doys tJiere were no solicitors. Tliis latter i>ersonuge was first 
BUBimonod 'io the apartment of the Laird, wherc^ after some short 
apace, the soul-curer and the body-curer wci*e invited h) join Jiim. 

* le t 
dcf 
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‘.on and IiWt of tlie jiatieiit, a tall gmhy silly ‘-lookin^:»■ boy oi* fourteen 
or fifteen, «ud a housekeeper, a good buxom figure of a woman, be- 
twixt fortv and ftfty, who had kept the keys and nmiiRged imUtois at 
Dumhiedikefe «dnce titc Lidy^s death. It was to those attendants that 
Dural4edikeB addressed bihiaelf pretty nckth in the follajiting words ; 
temporal and spiritual matters, the care of his heallh and his allairs, 
being strangely jumblbd in a head which wds never one of thii 
clearest. 

'"These .are sair times wr mo, gentlemon and neighbours ! amaist 
. as ill as at the aughty-nine, when I was rabbled .by the collegeaners.(®) 
— They mistook me muckie^they caM me a papist, hut there wa.s 
never a papist hit about me, minister. — Jock, ye'll take warning— it ’s 
a debt we maun a' pay, and+here stands Niohil Novifcthat will tell ye 
I was never gude at paying debts in my life. — Mr Novit, ye'll no for- 
get to draw the 'nmmal reut that’s due on tlie yerlVi band- If I pay 
debt to othest folk, I think they suld pay it to me — that otpials aquab*. 
—Jock, when ye hao naethiug else to do, ye may ho aye sticking in a 
tree ; it will bo growing, Jock, when ye’re sleeping.(^) My father 
tauld me sae forty years sin*, but I ne’er fand time to mind him-'-Jock, 
ne’er drink brandy in the morning, it files the stamach sair; gin \c 
take a morning’s draught, let it be aqua mirabilis ; Jenny there ni«Qk*cs 
it wcel. — ^Doctor, my lireathis growing as scipit as a brokeii-windod 
piper’s, when he has played for four-and-twontv hours at a penn,> 
wedding. — Jenny, pit the wkI ancath my head— hut it’s a’ ncedh'ss! 

‘ —Mass John, ^ould ye think o* rattling ower some hit short jiraycr. 
it wad do me gudo maybe, and keep some queer thoughts out o’ ‘my 
head. Say something, man.” 

“ I cannot use a prayer like a rat-rhyme,” answered the Imnesf 
clergyman ; “ and if voii would ha’W3 yonr soul rcdeouicd like a 
prey from the fowler, Laird, you must needs show me your slate oi 
mind.” ^ 

“ And shoulona ye ken that without my felling you ? ” answerctl 
the patient. “ What have 1 been paying stipend and tnind, parson- 
age and vicarage, for, ever sin’ the auglity-nine, nn 1 ranfiaget a spell 
, of a prayer for’t, the only time I ever asked foj anc in my life ? 

* — Gn,qg awa wi’ yodr wliiggcry, if that’s a’ ye can do ; auld Curate 
Kiltstoup wad hae read half the prayer-book to me by this time 
— Awa wi’ ye! —Doctor, let’s Sfee if yc can do ony thing hotter for 
mo.” 

The Doctor, who had obtained some infonnjition in the meanwhile 
from the housekeeper on the state of his complaints, assured him 
**the medical art eoold not prolong his life man* hours. 

'‘Then damn Mass dolm and you baith! ^ cried the furious and 
intractabVe patient. "Did ye come here for naething but to tell n^‘ 
that ye caima help me at the pinch? Out wi’ them, Jcj^ny— out o’ 
the house ! and, Jock, my curse and the curse of Cromwell, go wi’ 
yc^ if ye gie them either fpo or bountith, or sae mudrie as a black 
'pairo’chcve'rons!”' • - 

• The dergymwi and doettfr made a speedy retreat out of the apart- ♦ 
raent, while *J)innbiedikes into one of those transports of violent; 

■ * . , * • • j CAweron#— gloves. * ^ - 
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aiijtl profrtDO lftnp:uaffe, which had procured liim the surnamo<of Damn- 
mMikca. me the hraiidy hotilo, ye h — he cried 

W^th a voice in which passion contended with pain. ** I can die as I 
Imvc lived, withotit fasliinff ouy o' them. But there's^ ae tiling:/' he 
said, sinkh^ff his voice — “ there's ae fearful Uiing: liing:s about my 
lieart, and an anker' of brandy wimia wash it away,«-Thc I>cans®» 
at Woodend ! — I sequestrated them in the dear years, and now they 
are to flit, they'll starve— and that Beersheba, and tluit auld k'oopcr’a 
wife and her oe, they ‘11 starve— they'll starve 1—Look out, Jobk; 
what kind o* night is't ? ** " r . 

“ On-ding o' snaw, Tather/' answered Jock, after having opened 
the window, and looked out with great composures: 

** They’JJ jierish in tlic drifts I said tlie expiring sinner— they'll 
perish wi* canid !— but 1*11 be het eneugh* gin »' tafcs be trae.^ 

Tliis hist observation was made under breath,' and in a tone which ; 
made tlic very attorney shudder. He tried Ms hand at ghostly advice, 
probably for the first time in his Bfe, and voeommendiS, as an >opia^v 
for the agoiuKed conscience of tlie liaitil, reparation of the injuries 
he had done to these distressed ^families, whicli lie observed fy the 
way, the civil law called restitutid in Mtgnm. But Mammon was 
struggling with remorse for retaining his place in a bosom he had so 
long possessed ; and he partly succeeded, as an old tyrant proves 
ofi on too strong for his insurgent rebels. - 

“ 1 canna do V' he answered, with a voice of despair. It would 
kill me to do 't — how can ye bid me nay back siw, when ye ken 
how 1 want it ? or dispone Beersheba, when it Kes sae weel into my 
airi plaid-nuik ? Nature made Dumbiedikes and Beersheba to bo 
ao inan’s land— She did, by — I^ichil, it wad kill me to part 
them." ,, 

“But ye maim die whether or no, Laird," said Mr Novit; “and 
maybe ye wad die easier— it's but ti^ng. Til scroll the disposition 
in nae time," ^ 

“Diuna speak o't, sir, replied Dumbiedikes, ‘^or 111 fling (ho 
stonp at your head. — But, Jock, lad, ye see how the waidd warstles wi' 
me on my deathbed— be kind to the puir creatures the Deanses and 
the Butlers— be Kind to them, dock, llinna let the world get a gr^ o*‘" 
ye, Jock— but keep the gear thegither ! and whatefor ye do, hi^ono 
Beersheba at no rate. Lot tlie creatures stay Amodcrate maiting, 

t e bite and soup % it w'ill maybe be the better wi' your father 
hesgaun,.3ad.^' ; ^ . 

r these contrmlictory instructions, tlie Laird felt his mind so 
at ease, that ho^drank three bumpers of brandy co!itinnoupl>v- 
and “ souglicd awa,”«AS Jenny expressed it, in an attempt to shig 
“ Deil stick the minister." 

His deatli made a revolution in fartmr of the distressed families. 
John Dumbic. now of Dumbied^es, in his own right, seemed to bo 
close and sclflsh enough ; but wanted the grasping spirit and active 

t mind of his fatlier ; and his ^ardlan happened to agree with kim< 
opinion, that his father's d;^g rccomnendation shoiud be at^ded- 
The tenants, therefore, were not actually turned eut of doors 
fccng flip »ii<i.Y-.wreajil», and were afiowed whejcwilh to procure*^ 
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butter-mi^ ami pease -bannocks, which Uiey eat uiuler the full force 
of the original malediction. The cottage of Deans, called \V oodciid, 
was not very distant i!rdm tliat at Beershcba. Formerly there had 
been little intercourse between the families. Deans was a sturdy 
Scotsman, with all sort of prejudices agmnst the southern, and tlie 
spawn^of the southern^ Moreover, Deans was, as we Hlive said, a 
stanch presbyterian, of the most rigid and unbending adlierence to 
what he conceived to be the only possible straight line, as he was 
woift to express himself, between nglit-hand heats and extremes, 
, and left-hand defections ; and, tlieretore, he hdd in high dread and 
horror >all imtoendentSy gnd whomsover he supposed allied to them. 

But, nothwitiistanding these. natimial prejudices and religions pro- 
fessional Deans and the widow Butler were placed in such a sitimtioii, 
as naturally and at length created some intimacy bc'tweoTi the fami- 
lies. had shared a common danger and a mutual deliverance. 
They needed etodi oiler's assistance, Uke a company, who, orf»Psinga 
mountain stream, are compelled to cling dose togetlier, lest the cur- 
rent should be too powerful for any who are not uius supported. 

On nearer acxiumntance, too, Deans abated some of Ins prejudices. 
He found edd Mrs Butler, though not thoroughly gi-ounded in the ex- 
tent and bearing of the real tetimony agdust the defections of the 
times, had no opinions in favour of the independent )uirty ; neither 
was she an^lnglishwomau. Therefore, it Whs to he hoped, that, 
though she was the widow of an enthusiastic corporal of Cromwcirs 
, dragoons, her grandson plight be neither schismatic nor anti-national, 
two qualities concerning vpidl f^oodman Deans had us wholesome a 
ten'or as against papists and maUgnants. Above all (for Donee 
Davie Deans had Ids weak side), he perceived that widow Butler 
looked up to him with reverence, Ij^tened to his advice, and com- 
pounded for an occasional fling at the doctoea of her deceased hus- 
band, to which, as we hav« seen, she was by no means warmly at- 
tached, in conftderation.of the valuable counsels which the preshy- 
terian aftprded her. for the management of her little farm. These 
usually concluded with, ** they may do otherwise in England, ncigh- 
boui* Butler, fof aught I ken or, “ it may be different in foreign 
parts or, “they vma tliiuk differently on the grtot foundation of 
our C9venanted refsnnation, overturning and mlshguggling the 
government and discypHue of theJrirk, and breaking down the carved 
work of oar Zion, imght be for sawing the craft wf aits ; but I say 
' peose^ pease.” And as Ins advice was shrewd aiql sensible, though 
conceitedly g^ven,it was received withrgreUitude, and followed with 



acquaint^, and Jeaiiie Deans, the only child of Douco Dflvie Doans 
by bis first wife, “ that singular Christian woman,” as bo was wont to 
^express himself, “ whose naime was savoury to all that knew her ftiv 
•a acsirable professor, Chrisj^'an Menzies in Hochmagirdle.” The ^ 
manner of wbiclf intimacy, and the oonsequenc«>e tliereof, w e now pro- . 
ceedto rplafid!, •• • • * “ 
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CHArTEB IX. 

lieulKOi and Kadbo), tUoii^h as foml as dov^Si 
. Wtiro yet discreitit jm<t cantious in thetr loves, * 

Lor would attend to Cupid's wild commands, • 

Till cod) rcflccHuii bade thaia join tUeb* bandi 
When both were poov, tbey thought It argued HI 
Oi' huhty love to luahe ihein poorer stilt). ^ ^ 

:UiUW^s f^rwh 

VV^iULE MMdow liuUer abd widower J>eaD8 stru|fj 3 pl®d with poverty, 
Olid the hard and eterilc soil of those parts and portions of tile 
Linds of Dumbiedikea which it was their, lotto occupy, it became 
gfraduully apparent that Deans was to gain the strife, and bis ally in 
the contfict was to lose it. The former was a man, and not much past 
the in'iuie of life— Mrs Butler a woman, and declined into the vafo of 
years. This, indeed, ought in time to nave .been balanced by tlie cir- 
cumstance, that Reulieu was growing up to assisl^his grandmother’s 
labours, aud that Jeanio Deans, as a gnl, could be only supposed to 
add to her father’s burdens. But Douce Daviit Deans knew lietter 
things, and so schooled and trained the young mmion, as he called 
her, that from the time she could walk, upwards, she was daily era- 
ph^yed in some (ask or other suitable to her age and capacity ; a cir- 
cmmtauce which, added toher father>daily>Si!«d^^ and lectures, . 

tended to give her mind, even when a Phild, a grave, serious, firm, 
aud reflecting cast. An uncommonly strong end healtliy tempera- 
ment, free from all nervous affectibh and evory other irrogulorit}*, 
which, uttiicking the body in its more noble ftinctious, so often influ- 
ences tho niind, tended greatly to establish this fortitude, einipUdty, 
and decision of cliaractm^ 

^ On the other hand, lUuben was weak in conatitutiefh, and, though 
not timid in temper, might be safely pronounced anxious, uouhtful, 
aud appreh^isive. He partook of the temperament of hia niotlmr, 
who hod died of a consumption in early age.; He was a pale, thin, 
feeblei, mokly bor, and somewhat lame, from *an accident in eorl^ 
youth, lie was,l}csidQe, the child of a d<dinggrandmothexy~witpee 
too solkitous att^tiou tohim soon taught htma sort of ^deuee in 
himself, with a dispositiob to overrate his own impm'tanee, which' is 
one of the very wprst consequences that children deduce from ov^ 
mdulffciice. ^ ' 

liowevor, the two children clung to each otheris society, not - 
imirc from habit U W;from taste- They herded togetlier the 
of sheep, mth the tivo or three cows, which tbefr parents turned out 
k ithcr t») seek food thou actually to feed upon the unenclosed com- 
mon ot Dmnbiedikesi It was -there (hat the two urchins might be 
s<K‘a seated JiienCath a blooming bush whin, their little fc^los laid 
dose togotlier under the shadow of the same plaid drawn over both < 
their licads, wliile the hvndscape around was biubrownod by an over- . 
'.shadowing cloud, big with the shower which had driven tho children 
• Ih ahdtet*. On^ther occasions they we^t together ie school, t he boy 
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receiving that enconraffeinent and example from his companioii, in 
crossiiigHRio little brooks wliicli intersected their path, and encoun- 
torin^ catlle, dogfs, and other perils, upon their journey, which the 
male, sex in such cases usually consider it as tlioir prerog’aiive to ex- 
tend to the weaker. But when, seated on the benches of tho school- 
house, they hegm to con their kssons together, Eeubd^Twho was as 
much superior to JeaaieDeflus in acuteness of intellect, as inferior to 
her in firmness of oOftstitntion, and in tliat insensibility to fatigue and 
djfiiger which depends on the conformation of the nerves, was able 
frilly to reqttite ine kindness and countenance with which, in other 
circumstances, she used to regard him. lie ’was decidedly the best 
scholar at the little parish school; and so gentle was his temper 
and disposition, that he was rather admired than envied hy the little 
mob who occupied the noisy mansion, although he was the declared 
favourite of the master. Several girls, in particular (for in Scotland 
they are taught with the boys), longed to be kind to, and comfort the 
sickly lad, who was so much cleverer than his companions. The 
character of Reuben Butler was so calculated ns to offer scope holli for 
then* sympathy afid their admiration, the feelings, perhaps, through 
wltich the female sex (the more deserving part of tliem at least) is 
Tnoi*G easily attached. 

But Reuben, naturally reserved and distant^ improved nope of these 
advantage.^; and mily became more attached to Jeanio Deans, as the 
enthusiastic approbation of his master assured him of fr^r prospects 
in future life, and awakened his ambition. In the meantime, every 
advance that Reuben made in leaniing (and, consideiing his oppor- 
tunities, they were uncommonly great) rendered him loss capable of 
attending to the domestic duties of his grandmother's farm. While 
studying ihQ pons amiorum in Euclid, suffered every cuddie upon 
the common to trespass upon a loi'ge held of pease belonging to the 
Baird, and nothing but the active exertions of Jeani© Deans, with her 
little dog iKistiomot, could have saved mat loss and consemumt 
punishment. Similar miscarriages marked his progress in his classi- 
cal studies. He read Virgirs Georgies tJU he did not k«ow beer from 
barley ; ahd Imd nearly destroyed tije crofts of Reersheba while at- 
tempting to ciutivate them according to the practiee of Oolumella and 
OoWthe Censoi\ 

These hjundorfl occasioned ^ef to his grand-dame, and discon- 
certed the good opinion which her neighbour, Davie Deans, liad for 
some time entertafiied of Reuben. , 

“1 a|B naethiugye can make of that silly eallant, neighbour Butler,” 
said he to the old lady, •* unless ye train him tp the work o' the 
ministry. And ne'er was there mair need of^iooifu’ preachers than 
e’en notain these %auld Gallic days, when men's hearts are hardened 
like the nether millstone, till they come to regard none of these things* 
It's evident this puir caJlant of yours will never be able t 6 do an usefu' 
day's wark, unless it be as an ambassador from our Matger ; and I will ^ 
make it ray business to prbenre a Keence whet\ he is fit for the same, * 
trusting he will be a shaft icleanly polished, and meat to bo used in the 
body of ihe^kifk ; and tliat he filiall not thru again, like the 80W,^to . 
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wallow in the mire of heretical extremes and defections, but i?diall liave 
tlmwings of a dove, though he hath lain among the pots.T 

The poor widow gulped down the ai0&‘ont to her husband’s princi- 
ples, implied in this caution, and hastened to take Butler from the 
High BcuoqI, and encourage him in the puPBuit of mathematics and 
divinity, the only physics and ethics that chanced to be in fasluon at 
the time. 

Jeaiiie Deans was now compelled to part from the companion of her 
labour, her study, and her pastime, ana it was with more timn child- 
ish feeling that both children regarded the separation. But they Were 
young, and hope was high, and they separated like those who hope ta 
meet again at a more auspicious hour. 

While Kcuhcu Butler was acquiring at the University of Bt An- 
drews the knowledge necessary for a clergyman, and macerating his 
body with the privations which were necessary in seeking food for his 
mind, his gvand*darae became daily less able oto struggle with her 
' little farm, and was at length obliged to throw it up to the new Laird 
of Dumbiedikes, That great personage was no absolute Jew, and 
did not cheat her in making the bargain more than ’Ws tolerable. He 
even gave her permission to tenant the house in which she had lived 
with her husband, as long as it should be ‘‘ tenantaWe only he pro- 
tested against nay ing for a farthing of repairs, any benevolence which 
he possessed being of the passive, but by no means dl’ the active 
mood. 

In the meanwhile, from superior shrewdness, skill, and other cir- 
cumstances, some of them purely accidental, Davie Deans gained a 
footing in the world, the possession of sbme wealth, the reputation of 
more, and a growing disposition to preserve and increase his store ; 
for winch, when he "thought upon it seriously, he was inclined to blame 
himself. From his knowledge in agriculture, as it was then practised, 
he became a sm?t of favourite with tlie Laird, who had no great plea- 
sure either in active spotts or in society, and was wont tb end liis daily 
saunter by calling at the cottage of Vfoodend. 

Being Iiimsself a man of slow ideas and confhsed utterance, Dumbie- 
dites used to sit or stand for half an hour with an old , laced hat of his 
father’s iipou his head, and an -empty tobacco-pipe in his mouth, witii 
his ^yes following Jeanie Den^ar ‘^the lassie,” as he 'cafietr her, 
through the cqurso of her daily s^mesfic labour ; while her father, 
after exhausting the subject or bestial, of ploughs, and of harrows, 
often took aii opportunity of going full-sail into controversial sub- 
jects, to which discussions the digui&ry listened with much ipnning 
patience, but without making any reply, or, indeed, as most people 
thought, without und^tandmg a single word of what the orator was 
Baywff. Deans, indeed, denied this stoufly, as an fcsult at onec to his 
otm ttvlents for ex^nnding hidden truths of which ho was n little 
jMn, and td’the Lttnd's cmacity of uhderstaudinj? them. He said, 
Dumhiedikes was'nane of Aese flashy gentles, wi’ lace on their skirts 
•ndsworUs at thdr tails, HiSt were rathel’ for riding on horseback to . 
^hell tlian ganging bareftbted to heaten. tHewaana like liis father— . 
BM profme compftiqr'ke^-^nao swearer— nae drinken-nac fre- 
Jpenter OT ,play-l>ottio,or inasio-hou3e,o» dMicing-housS— nae Stdii.. 
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bathbroakev— iiaeilwposer of aifelis, or bonil«, or dciucr of libcrly to 
the flock.\He clave to the wnrld, and the warld’a ^ear, a wee owcr 
but then there was some breatliintf of a gidc upon lus spirit,” 
&e. All this honest Davie said and believed. 

It is not to be supposed, that, by a father and a man of sense and 
observation, the constant direction of the Laird’s eyes tovwrds Jeanie 
was altog'ether unnoticed. This enreumstance, however, made a 
imich greater impression upon another member of his family, a 
second helpmate, to wit, whom he had chosen to take to his bosom 
ten years after the death of his first. Some people were of opinion, 
that Douce Davie had been rather surprised into this stej), for in 
general, he was no friend to marriages or giving in marriage, and 
seemed rather to regard that state of society os a necessary evil, — 
a thiug lawful, and to bo tolerated in the imperfect state of our 
nature, but which clipped the wings with which we ought to soar up- 
wards, and teLliered tlie soul to its mansion of clay, and the creature- 
comforts of wife and bairns. Ilis own practice, however, had in this 
material point varied from his pvincijdes, since, as wc have acen, he 
twice knitted fof himself this dangerous and ensnaring entangle- 
ment. I 

Kebecca, his spouse, had by no means the same horror of mairi- 
inoiiy, and as she made marriages in imagination for every neighbour 
round, slic%iled not to indicate a match bet^'ixt Dumbicdikes ami 
her step-daughter Jeanie. The goodman use’d regularly to fro'vvn 
and pshaw whenever this topic was touched upon, but usually ended 
by taking his bonnet and walking out of the house to conceal a 
certain jrieam of satisfaction, wluch, at such a suggestion, in- 
voluntorfly diffused itself over his austere features. 

The more youthful part of my readers may naturally ask, whether 
Jeanie Dcaus was deserving of thisf mute attention of the Laird of 
llumbiedikes ; and the historian, with due regard to veracity, is com- 

S cllcd to answer, that her personal attracti<Bis were Cf ho uncommon 
escription. She was short, and rather too stoutly made for her size, 
had grey eyes, light coloured hair, a round good-hpraoiired fiice, 
much tanned yith the sun, and her only peculiar charm was an air of 
impressible sefeuity, which a good couscience^kirid feelings, con- 
tented temper, and the regular discharge of all. her duties, spread 
over her features. There wq^ nothing, it may be supposed, very 
appalling in the form or manners of this rustic heroine ; yet, whether 
from sheepish bashfulnesa, or from want of decision and imperfect 
knowledge of his own mind on the subject, the Ldlrd of Dumbicdikes, 
with his old laced hat and empty tobacco-pipe, came and enjoyed the 
beatific vision of Jeanie Deans day after week after week, year 
after year, withofft proposing to accomplish any of the proi>hecies of 
the step-mother. • 

This good lady began to grow doubly impatient o» tbe subject, 
when, after having been some years married, she herself preaented 
Douce Davie with another daught©:, who was named Eupliemia, by* 
corruption, Efiic. ItV^tlien Rebecca began to turn impatient 
with the flow face at which the Laird’s wooitig proceeded, judiciously 
arguing, tBat| as liudy Dumbiedikes would have J>ut iitUc occasion * 
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for loclier, the principal part of lior gudouiaiiN Bubstopoo would 
naturally itescenu to the ohald by the Ciccond marriage, pther step- 
datiiOB have tried leas Iniidablo uioaiia for clearing the way to the 
succc%ioii of their own chUdren ; but llebeoca, to do her justice, only 
Bought little KMo’b advautago through the promotion, or which must 
have giiichdly been accounted such, of her elder sister. She' there- , 
tfore tried every female art within the coippajs of her bimplo skill, to 
bring the Laird to a point $ but hadilie mortification to perceive that 
her efi'orts, like tho<ic of an unakilM fuigler, only scared the tiout 
hhe nuMiii to catch. Upon one occasion, in particular* when she jokod . 
witJi tlio J^aird on the propriety of giving a mwtress to the liouso Of 
Uuiiiliicdikes, he w«is so cifoctually sfamed, that neither laced liat, 
i t >bacco-phn», iioi the inteUi^ut propi ietor of these nioveablesi visited 
W oodtjnd foi ibi tuight Kcbecca was thcrt'fore compelled to leaVt' 
tile L.ihd to proceed at bis own anairs pace, conviiiced. by experience, 
of (lu* gruve-diggois aphoriMp, that your dull aSB wUl not mend hid 
pace for beating. 

lloubon. ill uio mcantiiuOf piiraued his Rtitdies at the university, 
uiipphing bi*4 wants by ioaohaig tbc younger lads ilio knowledge ho 
liiniholf arquii'ed, and thus at once gaining the means mainiaTning 
liiui'^olf at 1 lie scat of hMuning, and fixing in his mind the elements of 
what he had already ohrainea. In tliis manner, as is usual among 
the poorer Btudeuts of divinity at Scottish universities, he contrived 
not only to iiuuutamliimBolf according to his simple wonts, but even 
to send a considei'able assistance to hia sole remaininjor parent, u 
sacrod duty, of wbicU tlm Bcotch are seldom n^Kgent. His progress 
in ktiowliHl^ of a general kind, as woU ns in the studies proper 
to bis profesbiow, wa® very considerable, but was little remarked, 
owing to the retired modesty of las disposition, which in no respect 
mialified bfpi to set off hU leHniiug to the best advantago. And 
ttnis had Butler been a man given to make eompkintR, lie had hk 
talc to toll, like of hers, ^ of unjust preforencos, bad lUck, and hard 
nsago. Oil tliete subjects, however, he was habltuaUy silcut. perhaps 
from modesty, perhaps from a touch of pride, or pm^aps from a con- 
junction of both. 

He obtained bir licence as a preacher of the gospel, with some 
compliments from the presbyter j by whom it was bestowed; biti this 
did not lead to any prmoripcnt, and ho found it necessary to make * 
the cottage at Boersbeba his residence for some months, with no 
other income than was afforded by the twocarious occupation of 
toacliing hi one or btlicr of the neighbouring fiSfipilieB. After having 
"greotod lii^ aged grandmother, hia first visit was to Woodend, wlmre 
lie was u*c(‘ivcd by JeafUe wHb w^arm cordiality, ariBUig from recol- 
le4»ttons which had ne\er been dismiMsed from her mind, by Hcbocea 
wii h aood-hinuoured bospittdity, and by old Doans in a mode ivocuUar 
to liuiiself. 

Highly as Douce Davie honoured the clergy, it was not upon each 
< individual of (be cloth that he bestowed hi^ approbation ; uudj alitllc 
jealous, pcihnps, at seeing his youlbftil accjuamtance creeled into the 
'dignity of atcacbor and pyoacber, he instantly uttiu'ked him upon 
* vhHuus points of {^(.mtroversy, in order to discover wbethdr he might 
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not have fallen into some of the snares, defoctions^ and detiertions of 
the timjs. i Butler Tvas not only a mmi of staneh preshyteriau pun- 
ciplcs, buP was also willing to avoid g^ivitig- pain to his old frictul by 
disputing’ upon pomts of little iinportanoe ^ and thcrefoi’o he n%ht 
have hoped to have opme like ‘refinedL gold out of the furnace of 
«d)avic4s interrogatoriesi But the result en inind of that strict 
investigator was not altogether so wourahle as might have been 
hoped and anticipated. Old Judith Butler, ^hd had hobbled that 
evaning as far as Woodeaid# in ordprto enjoy the congratulations of 
her neighbours upon Eehben’s fetatq, and upon his hi^ attainments) 
of whi(di bhe was herself, not a little proud, was somewhat mortitied 
toiind that her oM friend, Beans did not enter into the subject with 
the warmth she expected. At drst, indeed, he seemed rather silent 
than dissati^ed ; and it was not tillJudith had essayed the subject 
more than once that it led to tlie following dialogue. 

Awed, neibor Deans, I thoiight ye wad hae been glad to sec 
Beuboa aniang us again, poor feuow.*^ 

“ I aan gWl, Mrs liutler," was Uxe neighbour's concise answer. 

** Since he hasdost his ^andfathcr and bis falber (praised be Him 
that givoth and taketh !) I ken nae friend he 1ms in tiie world that's ^ 
been sae like a father to liim as the sell o' yc, npibor Deans." 

God is the only father of the fatheiiess/' said Deans, touching 
liis boimetaand looking up^yards. ^ Give honour whpro it is due, 
gudewife, and not to an unworthy instrument/' 

** Aweel, that 's your way p' turning it, and nao doubt yc kon best ; 
but I bae kend ye, Davie, send a forpit o' meal to Beersheba when 
there wasna a bow left in the meal-ark at Woodend j ay, and 1 hac 
kend ye ” 

“ Gudewife," said Davie, interrupting her, these are but idle tales 
to tell me ; fit for uaething but to up our inward man w i' our 
jiin vain acts. I stude beside blessed Alexandcsr l^cden, when I 
hoard iiim m\i the death and testimony pf our happy martyrs hut 
dvaps of blude and scarta of ink in respect of fitting aiacharge of our 
duty : and whaksuld I think of onyBiing the like of me can do?" 

“ Woel, iietbor Deans, ye ken best; but I maun say tlliat, 1 am sure 

K e glad fo see my bami again the ludt'B gane now* unless ho 
walk ow'cr many miles at a stretch; and he has a wee bit 
coloiir in bis eheek^ that glads my auld ecu to see it; and he has as 
decent a blade, coat as the minister; and *^* — ** 

" I am very heartily glad he is wed and thriving,” said Mr Deans, 
With a gravity that seemed intended to cut slioft the subject ; but a 
woman who is bent upon a point is not easily pushed aside from it. 

“ And," continued Airs Butler, he can-iWf^ his head in a pulpit 
now, ii^l>or Deaas, think but of that— any ain oe-.^wd a'body maun 
ait still and listen to him, as if he were the Paip of Itorac." ^ 

” The what?— the who?— woman!" said Deans, wjtji a sternness 
far beyond hk usual gravity, as soon as tliese offensive words had 
struck upon the tympanum of Ills car. • , « 

‘‘ Eh, guide uhI" shid ^le poor woman ; “ I liad forgot what an ill 
will ye liad a^ at the Paip, and sae had my pair gudenmn, Stephea 
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Butler. Mony au afternoon he wad ait and take up liis tewtitnony 
tigfm the Paipt and ag^ain baptizing^ of bauiia, and the • 

“ Woman V' reiterated Deaaia, “ eiilier fepeak about wJiat ye ken 
aometliin^ o^ or be silent; I say that independency ie a foul heresy, 
and anabaptisTU a damnable ana deceivM erroiv whiiksuld be root^ 
out of the ?/^nd wi’ tlie fire o* the spirituw^ and the sward o' the civil 
magistrate." , • ^ 

MVecl, weel, ncibor, 1*11 nO soy that ye toayna be riglit," answered 
tlie submissive Judith.' ** I am sore ye are right about the sawing 
and the mowing, the shearing and the leading, and what for snld ye 
no be right about kirkwark, too ? -^ But concerning iny oc, Eeubcu 

Butler ^*' ^ 

“ Rouben Butler, giidewife," said David with solenmity, ^ ia a lad 
I wish heartily weel to, even as if he mine mn son— but I doubt 

there will be outs and ms in the trtick of his walk. 1 nwdde ^ar his 
gifts will get the heels of his grace. He has ower.muekle human w^ 
and leannng, and thinks ns muckle al)out the foriu of the bieker, as 
he does about the healsom^iess of the fobd^he mauu lu^oidor the 
marriage-gorment with lacO and passraentf^ dr it’s no gude cneugh 
for him. And it ’s like he’s something proud o’ his human gifts and 
leannng, whilk enables him to dress up his doctrine in that fine airy 
dress. But," added hei, at seeing the old woman’s unoasiness at his 
discourse, affliction may gie him a jag£^ ausl let the wiuc^out o’ him, 
as out o’ a cow that’s eaten wet clover, mm the lad may ^do weel* and be 
a burning and a sliining light; and 1 trust it will be yours to 'see, and 
hift to feel it, and that soon." 

Widow Butler was obliged to retire, unable to make anything 
more of her neighbour, whose discoufte, thm^h she did iiotcompiv- 
heud it, filled her Math undefined apprehensions on her gramlson s 
account, and greatly depressed ^e joy with wiiidi she bad welcomed^ 
him on his return. And it musl&ot he concealed, in justice to Mr 
Deaus’ discernment, th%t Butler, in their conference, <:had made a 
grea^ display of his learning than the occaslou called for, or than 
was likely to be acceptable to the old man, who, accustomed to con- 
sider himself as a pemou pre-eminently entitled to dictate upon theev- 
logicol subjects of^ controversy, felt rather humbled and mortified 
when learned authorities were placed in array against Mm. Imfact, 
Butler had not escaped the tinge of pedantry wmdi naturally flowed 
from his education, and was apt, on many oceasiona, to make parade : 
of hia knowledge, when Ihcre was no need of such miHy. 

Jeanic Deans, however, fbuiid no fault with this display of leam- 
but, on the contrary admired it; perhaps on the same score tlmt 
piior sex are said to admire men of courage, on account of their owSfc 
r deficiency in tliat qualification. The circumstaRCei@ of their fitmilifs. ^ 
L thvew the young people constantly together; their old intimacy was 
|'<Tenewed, thougn upon a footing bettor adapM to their age ; and it 
l^'came at length understood betwixt them, that their \mkm riiould 
mie deferred ud longer than until Butler should obtain some steady 
H^eaais of support, however Immble. lAis, ‘however, was not a 
Batter speedfly to be accomplished, Plan sifter plan w'aa fonniod, mid 
pPaa after plan failed. The good-humourqd dieek o^Tcg.iie lo.^i the 
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StmI flush of juvwiilo freshness; Reiibtm's brow os&umod llio lyravity 
of >et the means of obtaining a settlement seemed romotc 

as ever. Fortunately for the lo\cr«, their passion was of no ardent 
or enlhuhiasiic cast; and a sense,of duty on both bides induced them 
to bear, witli patient fortitude, the protracted interval which divided 
llicm from each other, • 

In the meanwhile, time did not roll on without ofFectiuff his usutvl 
changes. TJio widow of Stephen Butler, so long: the prop of the 
faniijy of Beersheha, was gathered to her fathers ; and Rebecca, the 
careful spouse of our friend Davie Doans, was also summoned from 
lier plans of TOntrimonial and domestic economy. The morning after 
her death. Rcnbcn Butler went to offer his mite of consolation to his 
old friend and benefactor. He witnessed, on ►this occasion, a re- 
mairhable struggle betwixt the force of natural affection, and the 
religious stoicism, which the sufferer thought it was incumbent upon 
]]im to miuutaiu under each earthly dispensation, whether of weal 
or woc.^ 

On his arrival at the cottnge, Jeanic, wdth her eyes overflowing 
with tears, pointed to the little orchard, “ in which,'' she whispered 
with broken accents, ** my poor father bos been biucc his misfortune.” 
iSoiiiewlial alarmed at tlus account^ Butler entered the orchard, and 
advancod slowly towards his old fnend, who, seated in a small iiidc 
arbour, a])]iK^ared to be sunk in the extremity of his affliction. Ho 
lifted his eyes somewhat sternly as Butler approacluHl, as if offended 
at the iutci ruption ; but ns llie young man hebitatcd whether he ought 
to retreat or advance, ho aro«>e, and came forward to meet him, with 
a bclf-pos^esacd, and even dignified air. 

“ Young man,” said the bufferer, lay it not to heart, though tlie 
righteous iierish and the merciful are removed, seeing, it may well 
be said, that they ore taken away from the evils to eonic. Wtic to me, 
wei'e 1 to shed a tear for the wife of niy bosom, when I might weep 
rivers of wator for ilus afflicted Church, cuyjed as it is with caru^ 
seekers, and with the dead of heart.” 

‘‘ I am happy,” said Butler. “ that you can forgel^your private 
affliction in your regard for publio duty.” * 

Forget, Udubeu?” said poor Deans, putting his handkerchief to 
his^ 9 ^‘S,— She’s not to be forgotten on this side of time; but He 
that gives the wound can scud the ointment. I declare there have 
been times during this night when my meditation has been so wrapt, 
tliat I knew not of my heavy loss. It has been willi me as with the 
worthy John Semple, called Garspham John,f ®) ujon a like trial,— I 
have been this night on the banks of Ulai, plucking an apple here 
mid there.” • 

Kotwithstandiny the assumed fortitude of Deans, whicJi he con- 
ceived to bo the discharge of a groat Christian duty, he had too go(jd 
a heart not to suffer deeply under this heavy loss. Woodend become 
altogether fflstastcful to nim; and as ho had obtained both substance 
aud experience by his mai^gcnient of that little farm, bo resolved to « 
employ them as a daiiY-fa|mer, or cowfeeder, as they are called in 
ycoUand.. The situation he chose for his new settlement was at a* 
cpfle*Sa^jit Leonar^is Crags, lying betwixt Edinburgh and the • 
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sraftll lonely house, about half a mile A\<mi the iieurest point 
of city, but the site of ^liieh, with all the ndjacout ^oiinci, la uow 
occupied Iff the biiildiug^ which form the south-eastern suhurn. An 
extensive pasturo-gutmud adjoiniiiff, which Deana rented from tlio 
keeper of the Royal Parli, enabled him to feed his milk-cows ; and 
the unccasinp: industry and activity of Jeanie, his eldest dauglfter, 
were exerted ih making the most of their produce. 

She hod now leas frequent opportunities of sedng Reuben, who 
had been obUgod, after various aiHappointmeut»> to accept Ibe sitb- 
ordiualc sitiuition ofassiatant in Upan»chiri School of Home eminence, 
at three or four milcs^ distance from the city. Uero he distiiij^iiiahed 
himself, and became acquainted with several rcispectable biirges**es 
who, on account of health, or other reasons, chose thatiheir clnldren 
should c(unmence their education in this Uttle vilUfre. TIis prospoets , 
wore thus gradually hrioiitening, and upon each visit which ho paid 
at Saint liConanrs'ho had an opportunity of gliding a bint to this 
purpose into Jennie s car. TIuhjc visits were necessarily very rare, 
on account of the demands which the duties of tlic Hcht>ol made uixm 
Butler's time. Nor did lie dare to make them even altogether so 
frequent as these a vocations w ould permit. !>eans roccifrd him wltli 
civility indeed, and even With kindness ; but Reuben, ns is usual in 
Bucb eases, imaginod that he rend liis pinrpofeo in his eyes, mid was 
afraid too i)rematui'e au e.\pltm,ition ou the subject would dtaw down 
his positive disapproval. tJpon the wliolo, therefore, he judged it 
prudent to call at tit — i^t 


hw positivo disapproval, upon the whole, therclore, he judged it 
prudent to call at tit Leonardos just ho frequently as old ncnunititanee 
and noighboui hood seemed to auithori7.e, and no oftener. There was 


another person who was more fegular in his visits. 

WJien l>avio Beans intiiuatea to the Jjaird of Bumbiedikes his 
purpose of quitting wii the land and Imuao at WoodeAl,” the Lnird 
stared and f»aid nothing. He mmle Ids usnal lisitB at tlic usual hour 
without remark, until the day before tlie term, when, observing the 
bustle of moving furniture already commenced, thegrqnt easf -country 
attmrie dragged out of its nook, and i»tanding*with itw shoulder to 
the company, like an awkward booby about to leave tlic roofh, tlie 
Laird again Btared mightily, and was heard to ejaculate, “ I Jegh, sirs ! ” 
Even after the day of departure was past and gone, theLaiid of 
Bumbiedikes. nt his usual hour, wliich was that at v^ich Bavid Deans 
was wont to loose the plena Ji,** presented hiniBelf before the closed 
door of the cottage at Wooaend, and f^ccmed as much astonished at 


unusual maik of emotion, rrom that moment forwanl, DumbiodikeB 
became an altered man, and the regularity of his movemeuts, hitherto 
ISO exemplary, was as totally disconeertml nsLthose of a hors watch 
when he has hroken tiie main-spring. (Like the index of the said 
^atch, did Durabiedifcos spin rotmd the whole bounds of his little 
‘ property , ♦♦vhidi jfwiy be likened unto the dial of the timt-pioce, witii 
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imwottied velocity. Tliere was not a cottftjge into which he did hot 
enfir, nor^carbc a Hiftideu on whbm he die not stare. . Bui so it was, 
that Aihou^li there were better lhrm4iouse3 on the land than Wood- 
end> and certainly tnhch prettier girls than Jeanio Deans^ yet it did 
Bomchow befall tiiat blank in the •Laird’s time was U(»t so 
pleaaattly filled tin os it had been. There was no seat acccinmodated 
him so well as the * bunker” at Woodend, anjd no face he loved so 
much to gaze on as Jeanie Deans’s. So, ^ter spinning round and 
round his little orbit, and then remaining stationary for a week, it 
seems to have occurred to hup, that he was not pinned down to 
cirdulatc on a pivot, like &e hands of the watch; hut possessed the 
power of shifting his central and extending his circle if he 
thoijght proper. To realtae which privilege of change of place, he 
bou^t a pony f^om a Highl^d drover, and with its assistance and 
company stepped, or rauicr stumbled, as fai* as Saint Lconurd’s 
Crags. 

Jcanic Deans, though so much accustomed to the Laird’s staring 
that she was sometimes scarce conscious of his presence, had ncv(T> 
theless some occasional fears lest he should call in tlio organ of s])ccch 
to back those expressions of admiration which he bestowed on her 
through his eyes. Should this happen, fareweJl, she thought, (o all 
chance of an union with Butler. For her father, however stout- 
hearted an<b independent in civil and religinus principles, was not 
without that respect for the laird of the land, so deeply niiprinted on 
the Scottish tenantry of the period. Moreover, il‘ lie did not posi- 
tively dislike Butler, yet his fund of carnal learning was oft(ui the 
object of sarcasms on David’s part, which were perhaps founded in 
jealousy, and which certainly indicated no partiality for the party 
against whom they were lanched. And, lastly, the match witii 
Dumbiedikes would hare presented* irresistible chanus to one who 
used to complain that he Ht himself apt to take “ ower giit an arrnfu’ 
o’ tlic warldil So that, the wole^ the Laird’s diurnal visits 
were disagreeable to Jeanie irom appteliension of future conscqucnc(‘S, 
and it served much to console neo:, upon removing from the spot 
where she was bred and born, that she had seen the last of Dumbio- 
dikes, his laced hat, and tobaoco-plpe. I'hc po<r girl no more cx- 
peeM he could muster courage to follow her to Saint Leonard’s 
Crags, than that any of her apple-trees or cabbages which she had left 
rtmted in the ‘‘yard” at Woodend, would spontaneously, and unaided, 
have undertaken the same j^oumey. It was, therehire, with much 



same position in the cottage at Saint Leonard’s which he had so long 
and BO regulariy occupied at Woodend. He was no soongr, however, 
seated, tlian with an unusual exertion of his powers of conversaiion, 
he added, “Jeanie— I say, Jemiie, woman”— here he* extended his 
hand towards her sh9ulu<|r with all the fingers spread out as if to 
clutch it .but in so bashfill and av^ward a manner, that when she* 
w^ked iienae]f«beyond its ^'eadi, the paw remain€|||,suspended in the. 
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air with the palm open, like the claw of ii lieraldic gi'iffin- Jcami;, 
coutmued the sw«un, in this moment of iubpiratiou,— “I Aiy, Jcmiic, 
it*a a braw day out-by, and the roads are no that iU for boot-hose. 

"The dcU^ in the diddlinj^ body multciedjcanie between her 
teeth; "wha wad liae thought o'* Ids daikering out this length.''” 
And she oftciwaids confcBsed that she threw a little of this ungracious 
sentimenf Into her accent and mamier; for her ffttlier being abroad* ‘ 
and the "body,” as* she irreverently termed the landed propiietor, 

** looking unco gleg and canty, she didua ken what he might be 
coming out wi* next.” , . , . 

Her frowns, however, acted as a complete sedative, and the Lhud 
relapsed from that day into his former taciturn habits, visiting the 
eowieeder'fl cottage three or four times every week, when tlie weather 

f ermittod. with apparently no other purpose than to stare at Jeanio 
leans, wiiilo Douce Davie poured fourth his eloquence upon the 
controversies and testimonies of the day. 


CIUPIER X. 

lla air, lui mannoiti, all tvIio saw admired, 

< onrtftous, tlidoirli to\, and f^enflo, though trlticd , 

Tho Jo> 01 y outh and health her eves displ.t^ d, 

And c ist of hcui t hoi ci ciy look u>uv( y d 

TuR\isitsof the Laird thus again sunk into matters of oidinar> 
vouxse, Irom which nothing was to be ex])ectcd oi apnrclu'nded If 
H lo^er could ha^c gamed a fair one as a snake is sam to tabcmatc a 
bii d, by pertinacioush gazing en lier with groat slujnd greenish ejes 
which began now to be occabionally aided by Ri)ectacles, unqucstioii- 
ably Dumbiedikes would have beim the person to perform the feat 
But the art of fasciuatHon seems among the artes perditcc, and 1 
cannot learn that this most pertinacious of starers produced any 
effect by his attentions beyond an occasional yawn. 

In the me^while, the object of lus gaze was ^adunllv attaining 
the verge of youllf, and approaching to wliat is cmled in femdc*? the 
middle age, which is iropontelj held to begin a few years earlier with 
their more fi agile sox than with uftm. Many people would have 
been of opinion, tliat the Laird would have done better to have trans- 
feired hib glauceb to an object possessed of fw superior charms to 
Jcanic's, m en when Jeauic's were in their bloom, who began now to 
^ pe distinguished by all who visited the cottage at St Leonard’s Orags. 
^ Imo Dt ans, uudev tuc tender and affectionate care of her sister, 
luumow blioi up into a beautiful and blooming girl. Her Grecian- 
t^wed lieml was profusely ricli in waving rmpcls of brown hair, 
wlfleh, conluicd by a blue snood of silk, and shading a laughing Hebe 
eountonanco, seemed the picture of health, pleasure, and contentment. 
Her blown lusset short-gown set off a u ape;* which lime, perhaps, 
might be expected to render too robust, ^*l£e frequent ohiection to 
acoUish beauty, but which, m her present ewrly age, ^jri^s 'lender agd 
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. Nijiper, with that ijraceful and easy fiW'ccp of outline which at onee 
indicates^calth and beautiful proportion of parts. 

These %rowiuff charms, in all Ihcir iiivcnile profusion, had no 
power to shake the steadfast mind, or divert tJie fixed' gaze, of the 
constant Laird of Bumbiedikes. But tlierc was scarce another eye 
tliat could behold this living picture of health and beauty, without 
pausifig on it with pleasure. The traveller stopped his weary horse 
on the eve of entering the city which was the^end of his journey, to 
gaze at the sylph-like foVm that trroped hy him, with her milk-pail 
ptflsed on licr head, bearing herself so erect, and stepping so light 
and free under her burden, that it seemed rather an ornament tmui 
an ^cumbranco. The lads of the neighbouring suburb, who held 
their evening rendezvous for putting the stone, casting the hammer, 
playing at long bowls, and other athletic exercises, wat<died the 
motions of Effie Deans, and contended with each other wliich should 
iiave the good fortune to attract her attention. Even the rigid 
Presbyterians of her father’s persuasion, who held each indulgence 
of the eye and sense to be a snare at least, if not a crime, were sur- 
prised into a moment’s delight while gazing on a creature so exquU 
Bite, — ^instantly Checked by a sigh, reproaching at once their owil 
weakness, and mourning tnat a creature so fair should share in the 
common and hereditary guilt and imperfection of our nature. She 
was eiiiTently entitled the Lily of St Leonards, a name which she 
deserved much by her guileless purity of thought, speech, and 
action, as by her uncommon loveliness of lacfe and person. 

Yet there were points in Etfie’s character, which gave rise not only 
to strange dou,bt and anxiety on the part of Douce David Deans, 
whose ideas were rigid, as may easily be supposed, upon the subject 
of youthful amusements, but even of serious npprmiension to liel* 
more indulgent sister. The children of the Scotch of the inferior 
classes are usually spoiled by the cfft'ly indulgence of their parents ; 
liow, wherefore, and to what degree, tJio lively and instructive naiTa- 
tivc of 111© Itmiahlc and accomplished authoress of “ Gleiiburnie 
has saved me and all future scribblers the trouble of recording. Effie 
had had a double share of this inconsiderate and misjudged kindness. 
Even the strictness of her father’s principles could not condemn the 
sports of infflncy^ and childhood ; and to the igood old man, his 
y&Bhgqr daughter, the child of his old age, seemed a child for some 
ycArs after she attained the yeprs of womanhood, was still called the 
” bit lassie,” and little Effie, ”^and wa.s permitted to run up and down 
micdntroUed, unless upon the Sabbath, or at the times of family 
w'orahip. Her sister, with all the love and care of a mother, could 
not be supposed to possess the same authoritative influence ; and 
that which she had lutberio exercised becaisse gradually limited and 
diminished as Effle’s advancing years entitled her, in her oum conceit 
at least, to the right of independence and free agency. With all 
innocence and goodness of disposition, therefore, whiclnwe have de- 
scribed, the Lily of St Leonard’s possessed a little fund of sclf-oon- 
coit and obstinacy, and some warmth and irritability ofrtemper, partly, 
natural perhaps, buf ccif aiuly much increased by tlio luirestrained 
• 1 Mrs KJizalwth Hamlium. uow no more— A’dWer. 

V . X I ^ ‘ • 
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ft^om of heir ehAdliood. Her eharacter will bo oest illustrated b/ 
a cottage oveninMcene* g 

Itte carefbl famer was absent in his wefl-stocked bgrre, doddering 
those useful and patient animsds on whose i)rodnoe his living de- 

5 ended, knd the summer evening was bcj^'mnug to dose in, when 
eante Deans began to be very anxious loi Ihu appearance i>f her 
sister, and^o feat Uiat she womd not reach home before her father 
returned from the labour of the evening, when it was his custom to 
ha\o " family exorcise,” and wlien slie knew that Effie’s absence wonld 
give him the most serious displeasure. These apjprdiensious hung 
heavier upon her mind, because, for severalproceding evenings, Effie 
hail disappeared about the same time, and her stay, at first so brief 
as scarce to be noticed, had been gradually protracted to half an hi^. 
and on hour, and on the present occasion had coiisid^r«d)ly exceeded 
even this last limit And now, Jeanie stood at tlie door, with her 
hand before her eves to avoid the rays of ibe level sun, and looked 
alternated along the various tracks Which led towards their dwelling, 
to see if she could descry the nymph-llke form of her sistern There 
was a 'v^all and a stile whicli separated the roval domain, or King’s 
r Ilk, as it is called, firom tlie public road ; to this pass slic frequently 
direct od her attention, when she saw two persons atjpcarthcie some- 
what suddenly, as if they hod ualked close by the side of the (o 
screen tliembclves from observation. One of them, a ^luan, drew 
buck hastily; the other, a female, crossed the stile, and advanced 
towards her— -It Mas Effio. She met her sister with that affeetctl 
liveliness of manner, which, in her rank, and sometimes in those above 
it, females oooabioinUly assume to hide surprise or confufiion; and she 
carolled as she came— . 


TSo ilfln knight fate cm the Vtm, 

The br<»oni growf bunny, the broom giowB lair; 

Ana br theic came liHing a lady so gay, 

And 'vre daurna gang donn to Uio bioom ti4(‘ malr *’ 

‘‘ Wliisht, Kfilo,” said her sister; **our father's commg out o' the 
hyre The damsel stinted in her song. — ** 'Whore hae ye been sac 
late at e’en ?"/ 

^ It’s no late, 1^" answered Effie. 

“ It’s chappit eight on everv dock o' the town, ifed the sun’s 
down ahint the Corstorphine hills— Whare call ye Ime been sae late ?” 
Kae gate,” answered Effie. 

And wlia whs tlnit parted wi’ you at the Stiki ?" 

^ 'Nacbody,” replied Effie, once more. * 

'*Nae gafeP-Kaebody?— I wish it may bd a right gate/ and a 
riidit body, that keeps fmk out sae late at ^eP, Effie. 

“^Vhat needs ye oo aye speerieg then at folk 1^2^ retorted Effie. 
"Tm Mire, if jell tisk nae mibstions, TOtell ye Uaeiees. I never ask 
what bring Uhe Laird of Dumbiedikes glowering here like a wull- 
csi (only his jens greeiiet, and no see gleg), day after day, till we 
itro a' hko to gaunt our ehafta affi' 

Because ye koft very Wcel he comes tlo soo our father," said 
Jeauie, in answer to Uiis pert remark, • 

, * ** And Dominic BuUer-^Does he cenne to see our ffither, that’s saa 
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\aen wi’ his LMiia words V* said Effie, de%htod to find that, by caiTy- 
ing tho ^ar into the enemy’s country, she could divert the threatened 
attack upon herself, and with the ^etulftnce Of youtli she pursued licr 
triumph over her prudent eldw sister. She looked at her with a sly 
air, in which there was sometliih^ likcirony, as she chanted, in a low 
hut marked tone, a scrap of an old Scotch son^-^ » 


“Through tlusktrkyard • 

1 met tho Lairtji, 

The silly pair body liojkld me nae harm 
Bat jttst ere 'twns darik, 

I mot wr the dork— 

the sonffstress stopped, looked full at her sister, and, observ- 
ing the tear ^ther in her eyes, she suddenly flung her arms around 
her nedk, andkisised them $v(ray. J eanic, though hurt and displeased, 
was miahle to resist the caresses of this untaught child of nature, 
whose^good and evil seemed to flow rather from impulse than from 
reflection. But ns she returned the sisterly kiss* in token of perfect 
reconciliation, she could iidt suppress the genile reproof— “Effie, if 
ye will learn rale sangs, ye might make a kinder use of them.” 

“ And so I might, Jennie,” continued the girl, clingiug to her sister’s 
neck; “and I wish I had never learned ano o’ them— and 1 wish we 
liad never, come here— and I wish iny tongue had been Mistered or I 
had vexeiye.” 

“ Never mind that, Effie ” replied the affectionrirte sister ; “ 1 cann.a 
be muckle vexed wi' ony thing yo say to me— but 0 dinmi vex our 
father 1 ” * 

“ I will not“I will hot,” replied Effie ; “ and if there were as rnon y 
dances the morn's night aft there are merry dancers in the north 
firmament on a frosty e’en, I winiia budge an inch to gang near ane 
o* them.” ^ 

“ Dance ! ” echoed Jeanie Deans in astonishment. “ 0, Elfie, w^hat 
could take ye to a dafiee ? ” , 

It is very possible, thM) in the communicative mood into, which the 
Eily of St Leonards waft now Buri>rised, she might jjave given her 
sister her unreserved confidence, and saved me the pain or tidling a 
melancholy title ^but at the moment the wwd dance was uttered, it 
^ei^ched tlie ear old-Darid Deans, who had turned the corner of 
the house, and came upon his, daughters ere they were aware of his 
presence. Tho word pi'claie^ or even the word pope, could hardly 
have produced so appalliDg an eflbct upon David's ear ; for, of all ex- 
ercises, that of duficiug, vmiCh he temed a voluntary amt regular fit 
of distraction, he deemed most destnictire of serious thoughts, and 
the readiest iuleito all sort of licentiousnetlt ; and ho accounted the 
cucomraging, aifi' even permitthig, asseiphlies or meetings, whether 
among those of high or low degree, for this fantastic and absurd jwir- 
pose, oi- for that of dramatic rejpresentatlons, as one of the moat fla- 
grant proofs of defection and caused of wrath. The pronouncing of 
the word donee , by lus own daughters, and at hiawn door, now 
drove him beyond flie verge of ^tience. “ loanee I he exclaimed. 
“Dance!— ‘dance, said ye? 1 daur yc, limmcrs that ye are, to niwilie 
^ic a woi¥, atjny door-cljeek ! It's a dissolute pjjjfanc i>astinie, pract 
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f iriod by the Israebtes only at thdr base and brutal worship of 
Qolden Coif at Bethel, and by the unhappy lass wha danc^ off the 
head of John the Baptist, upon wliilk chapter I will exercise this 
niprht for your farther instruction, since ye need it sae muckle^ nothin^;: 
doubtiniQ^ that slie has cause to rue Iho day, laUgf or this tune, that 
6*cr she hae shook a limb on sic an errand. Better for Inr to 
haeboen born a cripple, and carried frao dOor to door, like aulii Bessie 
Bowie, beffffingr bawbees, tluin to bo a kind's daughter, fiddling and 
flinging the gate she did. 1 liae often wondered that ony ane tliat 
, ever bent a knee for the right i)urpo8e, should ever daur to crook a 
hough to fyke and fling .at piper’s wind and fiddler’s smicaling. And 
1 bless Goa (with that singular worthy, Peter \V’alker(”) the packman 
at Bristo-Port) that ordered my lot in my dancing da^, so that fear 
of my head and throat, di'ead of bloody rope and swift bullet, and 
trenenant swords and pain of boots and tnumkins, canid and hunger, 
wetness and weariness, stopped the Imhtness of my head» and ibe 
nautomicss of my feet. And now, it I hear ye, quean lassies, soe 
muckle as name (lancing, or think there^ sic a thmg in this warld as 
fiinqing to fiddler’s sounds and piper’s bprings, as sure as my fathers 
spirit is with the just, jc shall he no more either chai'ge or concern of 
mine ! Cbing in. then— gang in, then, liinnies,” ho added, in a softer 
tone, for the tears of both daughters, but cspecsially those of Kffic, 
began to Jlow lory fast,— “Gang in, dears, and well soeV j^nco to 
lirescrve us frac all manner of profane folly, whilk caiiseth to sin, 
and proinoieth the kingdom of darkness, warring with the kingdom 
of light.” 

Ine objurgation of David Deans, however well meant, was unhappily 
timed. It created a division of feeUiw in Effie’s bosom, and deterred 
her from her iiitendc»d confidence in her sister. “She wad baud me 
noo better than the dirt below Injc feet,” said Effio to herself, “ were 
1 to confebs 1 hae danced wi* him four times on the green down by, 
and ance at Maggie Macqueen’s : and bhe’ll maybe lung^it ower my 
bead that slie’ll l(dl my father, ami then she wad be mistress aud’mair. 
But 1*11 no gang back there ag»iin. I’m resolved I'll no gang bock. 
I’ll lay ill a leaf of my Bible/ and that’s very near as if 1 had made an 
aitli, that 1 winna gjjng baelr,” And site kept her vow for a week, 
during which she was unusually cross and fretful, blemishes width 
had lies or befoix* beeu obsened in her temper, except during a mo- 
ment of contradiction. • 

There Mas something in all this so mysterious as considerably to 

f e prudent and alTeetioiiato Jeanie, the more so as she judged 
1 to her sister to mention to their &ther grounds of anxiety 
ight arise from hpr own imagination. Besides, her respect 
-ood old man did not prevent Tier ftom being aware that he 
1 liot-tempercd and positive, and she som(»times suspected 
Mirried his dislike to youthful amusements beyond the veige 
?ion i£hd reason demanded. Jeanie had sense enough to see 
idden nnd severe curb upon her sister’s hitherto unrestrained 

jA ^ TittK 4. nstoni. or making A mark 1>y foUUng a loaf la tliu party's BlUo^ wlioa a solcnm 
m loimoa. still to be, la sopio wose, an a|ipeal to Ueai an bis or Ucr 
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froodoul might be rathci* productive of harm than good, and that 
Kftie, iiiTheneadstrong wilfulneas of youth, was liltely to make wlmt 
might be over-fitraaned in her father's precepts an excuse to herself 
for neglectinff them altogether. In the higher classes, a dnmsol, 
hoover giddy, is still under the dominion of etiquette, and subject 
to the surveillance of mammas and chr^^onsj but tlic country girl, 
who snatches her moment of gaiety durmg the intervals of labour, is 
^ndcr no such guardianship or restraint, and her amusement becomes 
so much the more hazardous. Jeanie saw all this with much distress 
of mind, when a circumstance occurred which appeared calculated to' 
relieve her anxiety. 

Mrs Saddletree, with whom our readers have already been made 
acquainted, chanced to be a distant relation of Douce David Deans, 
and as she was a woman orderly in her life and conversation, and, 
moreover, of good substance, a sort of acquaintance was formally 
kept up between the families. Now, this careful dame, about a year 
ana a half before our story commences, chanced to need, in the line 
of her profession, a better sort of servant, or rather shop-woman. 

“ Mr Saddletree,” otc said, “was never in the shop when he could get 
his nose withjn the Parliament House, and it was an awkward thing 
for a woman-body to be standing among bundles o' barkened leather 
her kinei^elling saddles and bridles ; and she had cast her eyes upon 
her far-awa cousin, Ef^e Deans, as just tjic very sort of lassie slic 
would want to keep her in countenance on such occasions.” 

In this proposal there Was much that pleased old David,— there 
was bed, board, and bouniitlwit was a decent situation— the lassie 
would be under Mrs Saddletree's eye, who had an upright walk, and 
lived dose by the Tolbooth Kirk, in which might still be heard the 
comforting doctrines of one of (j^ose few ministers of the ICirk of 
Scotland who had not bent the knee unto Baal, according to DavUrs 
expressiioijy, or become accessory to the course of national defeciionn, 
— ^unioD, toleration, patronages, and a bundle of prelatical Erasliau 
(laths which had been imposed on the church since the llcvolution, 
and particularly iq the reign of “the late woman” (a^io called Queen 
Anne), the last of that unhappy race of Stewarts. In the good man’s 
^ecurify concerSing the soundness of the theoibgical doctrine whicli 
”ii8 daughter was to hear, he was nothing disturbed on account of the 
snares of a different kind, .to which a creature so beautiful, young, 
and wilful, might be exposed in the centre of a populous and corruptod 
city. The fact is, that ho thought with so much horror on all ap- 
proaches to Jrregulai'itics of tlie nature mosf to be dreaded in such 
cases, that he would as soon have suspected and guarded against 
Effie’s being iqjiiced to become guilty of the crime of murder. Ho . 
only regretted that she should live under Uie same roof with such a 
worldly-wise man as Bartoline Saddletree, whom David neve* sua- 
pocted as being an ass as be was, but considered as on» really endowed 
with all the legal knowledge to which he made prehension, and only 
liked him the worse fo| possessing it. The lawyers, especially those 
amongst them who sate as ruling elders in the General Assembly of 
the Kivjc. had been forward m promoting the measures of patronage • 
Vof the* abjblatiou oatii, and others> wmch. i^thaooiuiou of 'David- 
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Deans, Wfcfe a breaking down of tbc carved work of the sanctuary, 
and au intrusion upon the liberies of the kirk. Upon the^ dangers 
of Jiatenin^ to the doctrines of a legalized formalist, such as Saddle- 
tree, David gave his daughter |iiany.iecture8 ; so much so, that he 
had time to touch but slight on the dangers of chambering, comiyany- 
keeping, and promiscuous dancing, to which, at her time of life, most 
people w'ould have thought ^£lMe mare exposed, than to the risk of 
theoretical error in her veligioua fiilii., ^ 

Jeanio parted from her sister, with a mixed feeling of regret, 
'apprehension, and hope. 8he could not be bo couB&nt couceraing 
Ififne's prudence as her father, for she liadobaen'cd her more narrow^, 
had more sympathy with Iter feelings, and copld better estimate uie 
touijitations to which she was ex|)oscd. On: the o^er hand, ll(rs 
.Saddletree was an observing, sbrewd, notable woman, ehtmed to ex- 
orcise over Effie the fbll authority of a mistresR, and Ji^^ely tp do so 
strictly, yet with kindness. Her ramoval to lBaddletpee*s, it was moat 
probable, w'ould also serve to break off some idle ac^paintances, 
which Jeanie suspected tier sister to have formedm t^e neighhouring 
suburb. Upon the whole, then, she viewed her departure 6’om Saint 
Leonard’s wdth pleasure, and it was not undl the very moment of 
their parting for the fist time in their livei^ tiiatxhe fdt'thefhll 
force of sisterly sorrow. While they repeatedly kissed each other’s 
cheeks and wrung each other’s hands, jbama toede tlmt moment of 
alfoctionate sympathy, to press upon mf.r lifter, the necessity of iho 
utmost caution m her conduct while residmg k SS&burgh. Bffie 
listened, without once raising her large dark eyektshes, from which 
the drops fell so fast aa almost to resemble a lountek. At the con- 
clusion she sobbed again, kissed her mster, promised , to recollect all 
tho good counsel she bad aiven h^, and they parted. 

Durmg the first weeks, Etha was all tliatheivkinswomaii expected, 
and even more. But with time there came a rekumtion ophat early 
zeal which she manifested in Mrs 8addletree'<s semen. To borrow 
once again from the poet, who so correctly and beautifuBy describes 
living manners/ - 

** Sometlilps wfl*,— wliat, none prosumed to *. " ’ 

Clond^ lightly poBsitig on a flummeys day , . 

W'tiiflpers and hints, whieb wani from car to ear, , 

And reports po Jadffp on earth ^ould clear.'* 



During this interval, Mrs Saddletree was sometimes displeased by 
^e’s lingering Avhe:^ she was sent upon errands about the shop 
teioess, and i^iometimea by a little degree of impatience which she 
li^ifested at being rebuked on such occasions. But she good- 
naturedly allowed, that the first was, very natural to*tv girl to whom 
eventhing in PMinburah was new, ana the other was only the 
petimvnee of a spoiled child, wheit subjected to the yoke of domestic 
discipline for tlie first time, At^^ionand submission could not be 
l^hed at oncc-i Holy-diood was not built in a day— use would make 

i; 

ed ns if the considerate old lady had presaged truly. Ere 


she no longer dischprged them with the laughing cheek and 
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step, wliich at first had attracted every customer. Her mistress 
Bometinies observed her in tears, but they were signs of secret sorrow, 
whicli she concealed as often as she saw them attract notice. Time 
wore on, her check grew pale^ and her step heavy. The cause of 
thosorf-hang es could not have escaped the matronly eye of Mrs Saddle- 
tree, but she was chiefly confined indisposition to her Uodroom for 
a eonsiilerablc time during the latter part ofl Effie's service. This 
interval was marked by Symptcmjs of anffuish almost amounting to 
despair. The utmost efiforts of the poor girl to command her fits of 
hysterietd agony were often totally unavailing, and the mistakes which ' 
she mado in the shop the while were so numerous and so provoking, 
that Bartoline Saddletree, who> during liis wife’s illness, was obliged 
to take closer charge of the business Sian consisted with his study of 
the weightier matters of the law, lost all patience witli the girl, who, 
in his law Latin, and without much respect to gender, he declared 
ought to be cbgnoimed by incLuedt o^a jury, as fatuns^ furiosus^ and 
n atjimUier idtota. Neighbours, aSo, and fello w-servan ts, remarked 
with malicious curiosity or degrading pity, Uie disfigured shape, loose 
dross, and pale cheeks, of the once beautiful and still interesting girl* 
But to no mm would slie grant her confidence, answering all taunts 
with bitter sarcasm, and all sertous expostulation with sullen denial, 

or ^th ddl t ' I'k d t ’ h 

wonted Mh^tion to the regidatimi of her household, [l^flle^Deaiis, as 
if unwilling to face an invealigation made by the authority of hep 
mistress^ aftod permission of fiarfeoline to go home for a week or 
two, assigning indisposition, and the wish or drying the benefit of re- 
pose and the chango of air, as the motives of ner request. Sharp- 
eyed as a lynx (or concerving hipself to be so) in the nice sharp 
quillits of legal discussion, BartoHna was as duU at drawing infer- 
ences from, the oceurreucGs of common life os any Dutch professor 
of mathematics* He suffered Kf^e to depart without much suspicion, 
and without any inquiry. 

It was afterwards found that a period of a week intervened betwixt 
her leaving her jnaster's house and arriving at St J>onard’s, She 
^‘ide her appearance before her sister in a state rattier rcsemhling 
the spectre than the living substance of the gqy aud beautiful girl, 
who had left her father's cottage for tlio first time scare© seventeen 
months before. The lingering illness of her mistress had, for the 
last few months, given her a plea for confining herself entirely to the 
dusky precincts of tlie shop ui the.l^wumarket, aud Jeauie was so 
much occupied;, during the same period, Vjfith tho concerns of her 
fatlier’s househald, that she had rarely found leisure for a walk into , 
tlie city, and- a brief and liuiTied visit to her sister. Tlie j'omig 
woiheil, therefore, hod scarcely seen each other for aeyoral monih^ 
noi* had a single scandalous surmise reached the cars af the secluded 
inhabitants of tho cottage at St Lot^m^rd’s. Jqanie, therefor^ 
terrified to death at hoc sister’s appearance, at first overwhelmed 
her with inquiries, to which the unfortunate young Woman returned 
.for a time mcohereut and rambling answers, and finally fell mto*a * 
Vyst^rical fit. Bendeyed too certain (jf heswsister'jf misfortunh, • 
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Jcanie hail now tlio ureaclfnl iilJi^vnalive of connunmcatiiig hey rum 
to her father, or of eiuleavouriiig to conceal it from liim. lo all 
questions concerning the name or ranh of her seducer, and the fate 
of the iHiiug to whom her ftdl had ^ven birth, Eftie remained mute 
as the grave, to which she seemed liastenmg; and indeed tlu>. least 
allusion to either seemed to drive lier to distraction. Her sister, in 
distress and in despair,*waa about to repair to Mrs Saddletree to consult 
her experience, and at the same time to obtain what lights she coidd 
upon this most unhappy affair, when she was saved that trouble bj 
a new stroke of fate, which seemed to carry misfortune to the utter- 


l>a>id Doans had been alarmed at the state of health in which hia 
daughter had returned to her paternal residence; but Jeanie liad 
contrived to divert Iiim from particular and specific inquiry. It was, 
therefore, like a clap of thunder to the poor old man, when, just ns 
the hour of noon had brought the visit of the Laird of Dmnbiedikes 
as usual, other and sterner, as well as most unexpected guests, 
arrived at the cottage of 8t Leonard’s. These we^e the officers of 
justice, with a warrant of justiciary to search for and apprehend 
Enphemia, or Effie, Deans, accused of the crime of cMld-murder. 
The stunning weight of a blow so totally unexpected bore down the 
old man, who had in liis early youth resisted the brow of ipilitary and 
civil tyranny, though backed with swords and guns, tortures and 
gibbets. He fell extended and senseless upon his own hearm ; and 
the men, happy to escape from the scene of his awakening, raised, 
with rude humanity, the object of their warrant from her bed, and 
ploccd her in a coachj, which they had brought with them. The hasty 
remedies which Jeauie had applied to bring back her father’s senses 
were scarce begun to operate, when the noise of the wheels in motion 
recalled her attention to her miserable sister. To run shrieking after 
the carriage was the first vain eflort of her distraction, fnit she was 
stopiied by one or tw o female neighbours, assembled by the extra- 


forced her hack to her fatlier’s house. The deep and sympathetic 
affliction of these poor people, by whom the little ♦^fauiily at St 
Leonard’s >vere hehnn high regard, filled the house with lamcutatjtti\ 
Even Dumbiedikes Was moved from his wonted apathy, and, groping 
for his purse as ho spoke, ejaculated, “Jeauie, woman!— Jeani(‘, 
woman!— diima greet— it’s sad wark, but siller wUl help it;" and he 
drew out his purse he sinike. 

The old mail had now raised hipiself from the ground, and, looking 

K i as if he missed something, seemed cTadually to recover 
of his wretcheaness. « 'Where,” ho said, ^^ith a voice that 
roof ring, “ where is the vile harlot, that has disgraced the 
n honest man?— WheiH5 is she, that has no place among us, 
uno foul with her sins, like the Evil One, among the children 
-Where Is she, Jeanie?— Bring her before me, that I may 
ith a word and a look ! ” t * 

ioned around him wuth their appropriate sources of consola- 
Ijaird with his purse, Jeame with burnt feathers and 
tm, and ^ women with their exhortations. * 0 neighbour 
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— 0 Mr DeiMi-s it’s n sjiir trial, doubtless— l)ut lliiiik of tlio lioelc of 
AfU'eSf iieifrlibour — ^think of the promise ! " 

“ And 1 do think of it^noiffhbottrs — aud I bless God that 1 can lliiiik 
of it, even in the wrack and ruin of a' that*a nearest and dearest to mo 
— be the fatlier of a cast-away — a profligate — a bloody 
Zipnorah— ii mere murderess 1—0, how the widsed tiScult in the 

high places of their wickedness I— the prolatists, and the latitiuli- 
naiiians, and the hand-waled murderers, whose hands are hard as 
horn wf haiidiu the slaughter-weapons— they will push out tlie lip, 
and say that we are even such as themselves. Sair, sair I am grieved, 
neighbours, for the poor cast-away— for the diild of mine old age— 
but aaircr for the stumbling-block aud scandal it will be to all tender 
and honest soida!'* 

Davie— winna siller do’t?" insinuated the Laii-d, still proffering 
his gi’een purse, which was full of guineas. 

“ I tell ye, Dumbiedikes,” said Deans, “ that if telling down my 
haill substance could hae saved her frae this black snare, I wad hae 
walked out wi’ nacthing but my bonnet and my staff to bog an 
a^vmou3 for Goas sake, and ca'd luysell an bapny man — But if a 
dollar, or a plack, or the nineteenth part of a boddlc, wad save her 
open guilt and open shame frae open punishment, that purchase wad 
])avid Deans never make !— Na, na; an eve for an eye, a tooth for a 
tooth, life For life, blood for blood— it’s tfie law of man, and it’s tlio 
law of God.— Leave me, Bira— leave me— I maun warstlo wi* this 
trial in privacy and on my knees.** 

Joaiiie, now in some degree restored to the power of thought, 
joined in the same request. The next day found the father and 
daughter still in thcdeptli of affliction, but the father stenily support- 
ting his load of ill through a proudi^ense of religious duty, and the 
daughter anxiously suppressing her own feelings to avoid again 
giwakeniug bis. Thus was it with the afflicted family until the 
morning after Porteous’s death, a period at which we are now 
arrived. 


CHAFrER XI. 

• 

Is all tlie connacl Hint vre ttro have sUared, 

Tliff BiKters' vowB, the Iiuuin tiini tve h:ivo Hjicnti 
Vnioii we liavo chUl tJic hasty-footed thno • 

For parting us— Oh ! aud J'wdI forgot ? 

Mubtumnur^ighl's Dream. 

We have been a long while in conducting Butler to the door of the 
cottage ^.t St Leonard's ; yet the space which wc have occupied in flic 
preceding narrative does not exceed in length that which he actually 
spent on Salisbu^ Crags on the morning which succeeded the execu- 
tion done upon Porteoua? by the rioters. For this- delay he had his ’ 
own motives. - He wished to collect his thou<Ats, strangely jsigitatc^ 
as they were, first by the melancholy news of Effio Deans's situation,, 
lad aftenYarW by the frightful sceae which^he haiik witn^^d. In*tlie 
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Hituatlon also in wliich be stood with respect to Jeanie and lierfiither, 
some ceremony, at least some choice of fitting* time and season, was 
necessary to wait upon them. Eight in the morning was then the 
ordinary hour for breakfast, and he rCaolved that it should arrive be- 
fore he made his appearance in their cottage. . . • 

Never did hours pass so heavily. Butler shifted his place and en- " 
larged his circle to ahile away the time* and heard the huge bell of 
8t Giles’s toll each successive hour in swelling tones, which weraiu - 
stantiy attested Ity those of the Other steeples m succession.. He had 
heard seven struck in this mannery when ne began to think he anight * 
veniui'c to approach nCarer to StXieonard^s, from which he waa sUu a 
mile distant. A eeordingly he descended from bw lofty station hs Ipw 
as ibe bottom of the valley which divides J^aBslnirv (brags from those 
small rocks wliicli take their name ftom Saint tieotiam. It is, as 
many of niy readers may know, 4 deep, wild, grassy v^y, scattered 
with bilge rocks and fragments widch haye df^fysmoed the difis 
and steep ascent to the east. 

This sequestered doll, as well m other pieces of the open posturage 
of the liiiig’s Park, was, about this time, often the resort of the gal- 
lants of the time who had affairs of honour to dtscuss with the sword. 
Duels were then veiy common iu Scotland, for the gentry were at 
once idle, haughty, fierce, divided by faction, and addict|d to intem- 
perance, so that there lacked neither provocation, nor inclination to 
resent it when given; and the sword, which was part of every gentle- 
man’s dress, was tboion^ weapon used for the decision of such dif- 
ferences. when, therefore, BuUer observed a young man, skulking, 
appareutly to avoid observ^ion, funong the scatter^ rocks at some 
di.stanco from the foot-pathi he was naturally led to suppose that he 
hatl sought this lonely spot ispon that evil erranfi. 

He was so strongly impressed with this, that, notwithstanding his 
own distress of mind, ho ooUld not, aocofrdin^ to 1 is acn^c of duty as g 
clergyman, pass this person without speaking to him. There are 
times, thought he to himselfi when the interference may 

avert a groaiUcalamity— when a word tt)okeuln season may do more 
for prevention than the eloquenec^of Tully eoul^Jjd'vfor remedying 
evil-— And for sAf own griefs, be they as they may, I shall 
them the lighter, « they divert me not from the prosecution of niy 
duty. ‘ * , 

Thus thinking and feeling, he quitted the ordinary path, and ad- 
vanciHl nearer tlm object he had noticed. The man at first directed 
his course towards flic hill, in oMer^ as it appeared, to avoid him ; but 
be saw that Buto seefima disposed to follow him, he adjusted 
bat fiercely, turnon roundf and came forward, if to meet and 
picfy scrutiny. 

•Butler bad an. opportunity of acenrately stuping his features m 
f fhey advanced slowly to m^et eo^h other. The stranger Bcemeff 
f*4bout iwenty-^ve years <dd. IBs drpss was of a kind which could 
^ hardlyjiu smd to indicate his rank Wi^ esrtainty} for it was such as 
^ung gentlemen soinetiiaes wore while on active exercise in the 
and which, therefore, was inutated by those of the inferior 
*14^, young daHb au^ tradesmen, because its chedjpuess rendered 
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iX attainable, while it approached marc noaHy to the apparel of youths 
of fashion thap any other which the maimers of the times permitted 
Ibem to- wear. If his air and manner cowld be trusted, ho'jrever, this 
fKirson seemed rather to be dressed under than above his rank ; for 
iiis cariyag-c was bold and somewhat supemiiilious, liis step easy and 
iree, his manner daring' and uneongtramed'» His stature was of tlie 
middle size, or rather above his limps well pw^portioaeri, yet not 
.^0 ntfung as to infer the reproach of dumsiness. Ills features were 
uncommonly handsomet, and all about him would have been interest- 
'i?ig* and preposgessin^^, but for pat indescribable expression which 
liabitual dissipation gives to tho countenance,* joined with a certain 
audacity in look and manuer^<of that kind w hich is often assumed us 
a mask for confusion and. apprehension. 

Butler and t^ie stranger metn-surveyed each other— when, as the 
lattcT, sliglutJy touching his hat, was about to pass by him, Butler, 
while he retxirncd the saJutation, oltaervod, "A fine morning, sir— 

Y (HI are on the hiU early.” 

‘‘I have busitteaf, here” said the young man, in a tone meant to 
repress further inquiry. 

1 do not doubt it, sh*,” said Butler. “ I trust you will forgive my 
Iwming that it is of a lawful kind ?” 

Bir,” saij the other, with marked surprise, I never forgive im- 
liei’tinenee, iior can I conceive what title you Ipive to hojMii anything 
about what no way eoncenia you,” 

“I am a soldier, sU',’' said Butler, ** and have a charge to arrest 
evil-doers in the name of my Master.” 

A. soldier ?” said the young man, stepping back, and hevccly lay- 
ing Ills Jiand on his swoi'd-^*‘A soldier, mm arrest me? Did you 
n ekoii what your life was worth, bafore you took the commission 
upon you ? ” 

You miatako me, sir,” said Butler gravely : ** Doitlicr my warfare 
nor my warrant are of this woidd. I am a preacher of the gospel, and 
liave powers iu my Mostcr^s name, to commajid the peace upon earth 
and good-will towards men, which was proclaimed with^lie gospel.” 

**A minister the strang(sr, carelessly, mid with an expres- 

fte approaching to scorn. *‘Ik»ow the gentlemen of your cloth 
in Scotland claim a strange right of intermeddling with men’s pri- 
x-ate fiffuirs. But 1 have becn*ahroad, and know better than to he 
priest-ridden.” 

Sir, if H he true that any of my cloth, or, it^ might be more de- 
cently said, of my calling, interfere -vyjth men’s private aft'airs, for the 
grntitication either of idle curiosity, or for wo|se inofive.s, you cannot 
hnve learned a better lesson abroad than to contemn such practices. 
But, in my Master’s work, I am called to be busy in season and out 
of .season T and, conscious as 1 am of a pure motive, it were bettej fur 
me to incur your contempt for speaking, than the correction of my 
own conscience for being silent.” • 

Li the name of tllfe devU ! ” said the young man impatiently, ** say - 
what you have-to say, then ; though -whom you take me for, or wliat 
earthly concerp you have with me, a stringer to you, or with my*; 
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actions and molivo**, of wliicli you can know notlnng, I cannot con- 
jecture for an instant.” 

"You arc about,” said Butler, “to violate one of your country s 
wisest kws^you are about, which is much more dreadful, to violate 
a law, which Qod himself has implanted within our nature, and writ-^ 
ton, as a were, in the table of our heartt^ to which every thrill of our 
nerves is responsive.” 

“ And what is the law vou speak of? ” said the stranger, in a* hol- 
low and somewhat distiu^^d accent. 

“Thou shah do no Muunutt,” said Butler, with a deep and solemn 
voice. 

The young man visibly irtarted, and looked considerably appalled. 
Butler perceived he had made a favourable impression, and resolved 
to follow it up. “Think,” he* said, “ young man.” laying hin hand 
kindly upon the stranger’s shoulder^ “ what an awnil afternative you 
voluntanly choose for yourself, to kill or be killed. Tliink what it is 
to rush uncalled into the presence of an oflended Deity, your heart 
fermenting with evil paasionfu your hand hot fropi the steel you luid 
been urgmg, with your best skill and rnalioe, against the breast of a 
fellow-creature. Or, suppose yourself the scarce less wretched survivor, 
with the guilt of Cain, the first munierer, in your heart, witli his 
stamp upon your brow— that stamp, which struck all who gazed ou 
him with unutterable horror, and by which the murderer is made mani- 
fest to all who look upon 1dm. 'Tldnk ** 

The stranger gradually vnthdrew himself from under the hand ol 
Ids moidtor; and, pulling his hat over his brows, thus interrupted 
him. Y our meaning, sir, 1 dare say; is excellent, but you arc throw- 
ing your advice away. I am not in this place with violent intonlioim 
against any one, T may be btid enough— you priests say all men are 
so— but I am here for tfie purpose of saving life, not of taking it away. 
If you wish to spend your time rather in doing a good action tlian in 
talking about you know not what, 1 will give you an oppurtuidty. Do 
you sec yonder crag to the right, over which appears the chimney of 
a lone house? Go thither, inquire for one Jcauie Deans, tlie daughter 
of the goodman ; let lier know tlmt ho she wots of »9«&*.ftaincd here from 
daybreak till this fiour, expecting to see her, and that he can ahid««o 
longer. Tell her, she must meet me at the Hunter's Bog to-night, 
03 the moon rises behind St Anthony’s Hill, or that she will make a 
desperate man of me.” 

, “ Who, or what you,” replied Butler, exceedingly and most un- 
Iploasautly surprisoo. “ who olioi’ge mo with such an errand?” 

* “ I ora the devil I answered the young man hastily. 

Butler stepped instinctively back, and commended liimself inter- 
nally to Heaven; for, though a wise and strong-minded man, ho was 
neither wiser nor more strong-minded than those of his ago and 
education, with whom, to disb^eve witchcraft or spectres was held 
an undeniabb proof of atheism. 

The stranger went on without observing his*bmotion. “ Yvh I call 
jlaae Apoll>on, Abaddon, whatever name you shall choose, as a clergy-, 
acquainted wiUi the upper and lower circles of i^ritual dcuoujji-. 
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|katio(, to call me you shell not find an appellation more odious to 

him tlmt bears it5 thmi is mine oim/’ 

This sentence was spoken with the bitterness of self-upbraiding, 
and a contortion of visage absolutely demoniacal. Butler, though a 
nian brave by principle, if not by* constitution, was overawed; for 
intensit^^of mental disti'ess has in it a sorj; of sublimity which repels 
'and overaw'es oil men, but especially tho^ of kind and sympathetic 
disppsitioijs. The stranger turned abrup^ from^utler as he spoke, 

ill a fierce, ^ctcrmiii^ tone, “ I hfve^ld you who and what fam~ 

^ who, and what are you? What is your name?" . 

Butler,” answered the person to whom this abrupt question was 
addressed, surjnised into answering it by the sudden and fierce man- 
ner of the querist—" Beuben Butler^ a preacher of the gospel.” 

At this answer, the stranger again plucked more deep over his 
brows the liat which he had thrown hack in his former agitation. 
“Butler!” he repeated, — “the assistant of the schoolmaster at 
Libciton?” 

“ The same,” ansycred Butler, composedly. 

The stranger covered his face with his hand, as if on sudden re« 
ilcctiou, and then turned away, but stopped when he had walked a 
lew paces ; and seeing Butler follow him with his eyes, called out in 
a stern yet suppressed tone, just as if he had exactly calculated that 
^ Jiis accents should not be heard a yard beyond tlie spot on wdiich 
I Butler stood. “ Go your way, iwid do mine ciTand. Do not look 
after me. I will neither descend through the bowels of these rocks, 
nor vanish in a flash of fire; and yet the eye that seeks to trace my 
motions shall have reason to curse it wae ever shrouded bv eyelid or 
eyelash . Begone, and look not behind you. Tell J eauic Deans, that 
when the moon rises I shall expect to meet her at Nicol Muschat’s 
Cairn, beneath St Anthony’s Chapel,” 

As he uttered these words, he turned and took the road against the 
hill, with a haste that setnned as peremptory as his tone of authority. 

Dreading he knew not what of additional misery to a lot w hich 
seemed little capable of receiving augmentation, and desjterate at the 
'idea that any liviwgwnau should dare to send so extraordinary a re- 
(]UAut, couched in terms so imperious, to the half-betrothed object ot 
^ liis early land only affection, Butler strode hastily towards the cottage, 
in order to ascertain how &r this^aring and rude gallant was actually 
. entitled to press on Jeanic Deans a request, which no prudent, and 
scarce any modest young woman, was likely to comply with. 

Butler ‘w^as by nature neither jetdous nor superstitious; yet the 
ifeclings whidi lead to those moods of tlie mind were rooted in his 
; heart, as a portioii derived from the common stock of humanity. It 
Wiis maddening to think that a profligate gallant, such fts the mminer^ 
and tone ^ of the stranger evinced Jum to be, should liavo it in his 
power to command forth his future bride and plighted true love, at a 
])lace BO improper, and an hour so unseasonable. Yet«the tone in 
' which the stranger spdke had nothing of the soft half-breathed voice 
* proper to the saucer who solicits an assignation; it ^yaB hold, fierce, 
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and imperatiTP, «nd had loss of lore in it than of inenaoe and intim^'* 

dotion. _ . lau ible hadButler’a 

oaind bden yery mdee'^siKe to them. Whs tWa indeed the Roaring 
Lion, who ffoeth about seeking whom he may devour? Thi<» was a 
question which pressed itself on Butter's mind with an earnestness* 
that cannot be conceived by those who live in the present day. Tli^ 
fiery eye, the abrupt demeanout) the ow^asionally harsh, yet {Oudioush 
subdued tone of Toice,-><-the features, handsome, but now clouded with 

5 ride, uow disturbed by suspicion, now inAatned with paasioi^thos^ 
ark hazel eyes which he sometimes shAfded with his cap, as if he were . 
averse to have them seen while they wore occupied With ieonly ob- 
Bcrving' the motions and bcarini^ of othets-4hosa ejes that were now 
turbUrwith melancholy, now gleamiupr wittl soorn, and now sparkling 
with fury— was it the passions of a mere mor^ they expressed, or 
tiie emotions of a fiend, who seeks, and seeks m vain, to conceal hi4 
fiendish desi^is under the borrowed mash of manly beauty? The 
whole partook of the mien, laugrue^ and pdrt cf the ruined arch-< 
an^el ; and, imperfectly as wc have been able to (bweribe it, the efibets 
of ttie interview upon Butter's nerves, shaken as they were at the 
time by the horrors of the preceding night, were greater than his 
uiulerstniiding warranted, or his pride cared to submit to. The very 
place where he had met this singular person was de^teeratod, as it 
were, and unhallowed, owing to mauy violent donahs, both in duels . 
and by suicide, which had in former tunes taken place there; and the - 
place which he had named as a rendezvous at so late an hour, was 
lield in neueral to be accursed, from a frightful and eruel murder 
which had been there committcil by the wretch from whom ttie place 
took its name, upon the person of his own wife.(“) it was in such 
places, according to the belief Of that period (when the laWs against 
wiichcraft were still in fresh observance, and had even lately been 
acted upon), that evil spirits had power to make themselves visible to 
human eyes, and to practise upon the feelings and senses of mankind. 
SuspicioiiM, founded on such ciromustattcos, rushed On Butter's mind, 
unprqjarcd as it was, by any previous course of reasoning, to deaiy 
that which all of kis time, country, and profcssionrbdlieved ; but com- 
mon sense rejected these vain ideas as meousktont^if not With pttud- 
bility, at least with the general rules hf Which the miiVerse is 
g<»vemed,— a deviation frorti which,*as Butter WB argued with hirai* 
self, ought not to be admitted os prohabie, upoh may but the plainest 
and most incontrovertible evidence. Aa eatthlj lover, however, or a 
young man, who, from whatever cause* had the right of exerokipg 
such summary and utceremonious authority over the dbject of Im 
long-settled, and appatentiy sincerely returned affection, was an ob- 
ject scarce less appalling to his mind, than those which superstitiou 
suggested. 

Ilis limbs exhausted With &ttgpe, hk mind harassed with anxiety* 
and with ))ariM doubts and reeolloctlons. Butler draggoUninself up 
the ascent from the valley to Bt liOonard s crs&s, ami presented kbn- ! 
» sm at the d(mr of Deans^s habitation, with fecangB much akin to the 
• miserable refiectious and fears of its inhabitants. 
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oiiAPraai xn. 

' 'X ' ' ' f ' 

nielt stittktretclMd^t htir my hiinaf 
AAd to do 1)1^ be^; 

iky ana.trrtli, vraisc, 

God (fie thy BDiil «(xfKi ’* ^ 

, V / •' '.'v isniimm. 

in,*’ answ^ered i&ie lot^^ 1^W^14oued roice ho loved best 
as Butler tappHidi the door of the cottage, lie Med the 
aud fcmi^ under the roof of affliction. J oatii e wa s un- 

Wie to tmlt he^^eif than one glance towards her lover, 

wmni^el^ Uow met undei^.cireu so agonizing to her feel i Jig’s, 

ttnd at the eame takte so humbling to her honest pride. It is well 
jenown, thfltt fflnoll, both of what is good and bad in the Scottish 
!m<middiaj^cteiari9efl3Ddiofth©iutimacjoftheirfamil}ooDiie(ti(»ns. 
‘ To be come of honett that Is, of people who have htn’ne Ji fair 
and unstained '^utatkm^ as an advantage as highly prized anionff 
tuo lower Scotch, ^'as tiie dfflphatio counter)>art, “to ooof a good 
hmiily/’ is valued among then* gentry. The worth and respccl ability 
of one member of a peasanrs fhmfly is always fwjcounted by them- 
selves and oth^reu not only a inittt^r of honest pride, but a guarantee 
for the good^nduct of the whole. On the contrary, such a melan- 
chok stain ds wfts now flung on mm of the children of Deans, ex- 
tended its disgrace to all connected with him, ahd Jeanie fell herself 
wered at once^ in her own eyes, and in those of her lover. It wag 
in rain that she repretssed tins feeling, as far subordinate and too 
^Ifish to Im mingled wiMi her sorrow for her sister’s calamity. 
Nature prerailed; and While site sh^ tears for her sister’s distress 
and danger, there mihgled wiUl them bitter drops of grief for her 
OTO deg^dation. 

Ad Butler entered, the old man im seated by the lire with Ids well- 
wbrn podket Bilfle hi ids, l^mde, the eompanton of the w^anderings 
and dangers of his youth, beqaeathed to him on tha scaflbld by 
pUe m tho^, whf^n tie yeaU’ sealed their enthusiastic principles 
WM Ihe^. blood. ^.Iie sun sent its rays through a small window at 
the ol|[ biehi “idiining motty trough the teek/’ to use 
ih§ etpr^qh of a bard of that time and country, illumined the grey 
hairs of tike old man> and the saered page which he studied. 1J& 
IbatureS, far from hlmdSome, and racier luirsh and severe, had yet 
frdm their etpression^^f habitual grffvity, and contempt for earthly 
things, an'^pressioB erf stoical dignity amidi^ their sternness. He 
boasted) in nb smajHi degree, the attributes which Sotithey ascribes to 
the andeilt ' Bcanoihavians, whom he.terUis to inflict, amd 
Jtiibborn^to endute.” The whole ^nied ajiictiire, of which the" 
Hgiifcs might have be^n given by Bembrandti) but the outline Would 
have required' the force and Vigour of Micham Aimelq. „ 

Deans lifted nig ey« as Buper entinwd, and inmniity withdrew il, 

' ^ from An objaet whidi gave him at -once surprise and sudden pain, 
w had assumed such high ground with this carhah-witted sclu^ar, 
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as he had m his pride termed Butler, that to meet him of all ncn^ 
under feelings of humiliation agr^ravated his misfortune, and a 
consummation like that of me d^ng diief m the old ballad—** Jflarl 
Percy secs my full ! ” 

Deans raised the Bible with his left hand, so as partly to screen his 
face, and nutting hack his right as far as he oould, held it towards 
Butler ii'iHnat position, at the same time turning his body fr&m him, ■ 
as if to prevent his seeing the working of bis countenance. Butler 
clasped the extended hand which had supported his ori>hau infancy, 
wept over it, and in vain endeavoured to say more tlian the woiUs^ 

** God comfort you-^od comfort youl " 

** lie will— he doth, ‘my friend,” said Dcans^ assuming firmness as 
he discovered the agitation of ms guest; ** ho doth, now, and he will 
yet more in liis own gude time. I have been ower proud of my 
sufferings in a gude cause, Reuben, and now 1 am to be tried with 
those whilk will turn my pride and ghww into a reproach and a hissing. 
How muckle better 1 hae thought mysell than them that lay soft, fed 
sweet, and drank deep, wlien I was in the tnoss-haggs and moors, 
wi’ precious Donald Uamerom and worthy Mr Bla^addcr, called 
Gucss-again : and how pis>nd 1 was o* being madfi a spectacle to men 
and angels, having stood on their pillory at the Canongate afore 1 
was fifteen years old, for the cause or a national covenant! To think, 
Reuben, that 1, wha hac l>een sae honoured and exalted in m) youth, 
nay, when 1 was but a hofiSins callant, and that hae bof^e testimony 
agaiie the defections the times yearly, monthly, daiiy»hourly, minutely, 
striving and testiQiing with uplifted hand and voice, crying aloud, 
and sparing not, against all great national suai^eS, as the nation^ wasting 
and wurcii-sinking abomination of union, toleration, and ])atronagc, 


snip, wiiereanent I uttered my paper, oalXeu, a * Ury ot an tiowl m 
the Desert/ printed at iho Bow-hei^ and by all flying btationers 
in town and country-^nd now—” 

Here he paused, tt may well be supposed iliat Butler, though not 
absolutely coinciding in all the good old man's ideas about diurch 
government, had too mimh cousideratimi and humaiiity to interrupt^ 
him, while he reckoned up with conscious pridtSms sufferings, asm 
the constancy of his testimony. On the contrary, when he ]^tRihd 
under the innuenoe of the bitter recoUectious of tlie momSiut^ sutler 
instantly threw in. his mite of encouragement. 

“ You have been well known, my old and revered friend, a true and 
tried follower of tlfb Cross ; one who, as Saint Jerome hath it, *per wi- 
famiam et bonamfari^mgrc^san ad iminortaUtatem^ymm may 
be freely rendered, ‘who rusheth on to immortal Hfe, through bad re- 
port and good repert/ You have been one of those to whom the 
tender ang feorfril souls cry during the midnight solitude—* VYatch- 
mau, what of the night ?*—Wat<mman, what of the night?* — And, 
assuredly, tl^is heavy akponsataoi^ as it comes not without divine pei- 
tfiSsMon, so it comes not without its special commission and use/* « 
f ** 1 do receive it as stick.** said poor Deans, retummg the gra^ of • 
^ i|utler’B hand; “and if J nave pot been taught to read the Scripture 
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in %]y olhor but my native Scotdhh” (even iu liU diMrc'^s 

l?utJfrV Latin quotation liad not escaped^hi^ notice), “ I l«avc. iitver- 
Ihelos-i, so learned tlieiu, that 1 thiat to k'ar even this crook in my 
lot with j^ubmis-iion. But, oh! lieuben Butler^ the kirk, of vvliilk, 
though nnwortliy, I Iwve ret been l3ioiUfht a polwhed shaft, and meet 



theil- aou^ and their reproack irhen they eee that the children of 
profesaorb me liable to as foul baekslidiniT as the offspnng: of Behai ? 
But I will bear niy cross with cbmfort, that whatever showed like 
goodness in me or luin^ was but like the light that shines frae creeping 
insects, on the hrae>s!dc, in a dark nighC-it kythes bright to the ec, 
because all is dark around it ; but when the mom comes on the inoiiii- 
twins, it is but a pnir crawling kail-worm after a'. And bae it bhows, 
wT ony rag of human righteousness, or formal law-woik, tluit we 
may pit rouml Ub lo cover our sharoe.” 

As he prononnecd these words, the door again opened, and Mr 
Biirloline fiaddletfee entered, his three-pointed hat set far batk on 
hib head, with a silk handkercliicf beneath it, to keep it in that cool 
position, his gold-headed oawc in hisliand, and his whole depovtim*nt 
iliat of a wealthy burgher, who might one day look to Iinv o share 
ill the inagis^nwy, if not actually to hold the'\*urulc (*lmir itself. 

Hm'hefouenidt, wlio has tom the veil from so many foul gangrenes 
of the huinau heart, says, we find something not idtog ether unplea- 
sant to us in the niisiortuncs of our bCbt friends. Mr Saddletree 
would hove been very angry had any one told him that he felt 
pleasure iu tho disaster of poor Etfie Deans, and 1«io di'^griwc of her 
family ; and yet there ib great question whether the giatification of 
jdayiug the person of importmice, inquiring, inveHtigating, and hijiiig 
down the law on tlic whole affair, did not offer, to 8a)r the least, full 
consolation for the pasn which pure sympathy gave him on account 
of his wife’s kinswoman. He had now got a piece of real judicial 
business by the end, instead of being onliged, as was •his coinnum 
CMC, to intnide.% opinion where it wm neither fish^ nor 



violent death, and all its probable consequences tp the city and com- 
munity. It was what tho French cc^ JfetnlxxrTUS des tichesseity the 
coiifiision arising from too much meuial wenitk* He walked in with 
a consciousness of ^double importance, full ft^augbt with the supc^io- 
lity of one who possesses more^ information than the compaiiy mto 
which he enters, and wlio feels a right to disoharge his learnnig on 
them without mercy. Good morning, Mr Deans,— ^gOod morrow 
to you, Mr Butlcrr-I was not aware that you were acquainted with 

Mr Deans." • , . t. jm 

Butler made, some slight answer; im reasons may be readily 
imagined for not making his connection with the family, whicJi, In 
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eyoSj ha^l Komeibin^ of loin’l<n’ ttiyflton*, a frcquei^t subject of c 6i)- 
\ersiit.ion willi indifferent persons, «ncb as lSadtllotr(‘e. 

The worthy hurffher, in the plenitude of seli-iiniiortaiicc, now snto 
down npo!» a chair, wiped his brow, collected his breath, aiul mode 
the lii-fii experiment of the resolred pith of his lun£*'s, in a and 
di^'-nitied si^uh, reseinhliiiff a ijfroan in sound and intonation — Avsfii’ 
tinus tiiesc, neig'hhoUr awfu’ times!” 

*SSinfu\ sliomofii’, heaven-daring* times,” answered Deans, ri a 
h'wer and more subdued tone. 

“ I'\)r my part,” eoutinned Saddletree, swelling* with importance. 
“ Avliat hot ween the distress of my friendH, and my poor aiild country, 
ouy wit that over T had may be said to have abandoned me, w\e that 
] inivjotimes tliink myself as i^^mrant as if I were in^cr ritsiicos. 
Iloio wlieii 1 arise in the rnoniiijg*, Mi' my mind just arrangx'd ttjuch- 
iim* whsitV to he done in puir Erne’s misrortune, ami hac gotten llie 
haill {-Litiite at iiiy finger-ends, tho mob maun get np and string 
doi k l\)rlcous to a dy eater’s beam, and ding a’lliing ont of my head 
again,” 

Di‘Oply as lie w'as distressed ivith hiB own domestic calamity, T>e;ojs 
could not help expressing some interest in the mavs. hislddletieo 
immediately entered on details *of the insnrreeiiun and its (*onse- 
(pienees, while llutlev took the occasion to seek some private eonver- 
sM/imi w’itli J(‘unio Doans. She gave him tho opjiortunity be sought, 
by b'aving the room, as if in prosecution of some part iffluM* morning* 
labour. lluLlor followed her in a few minutes leaving Deans io 
closely engag<‘d by his busy visiter, that there was little cbiince of his 
observing i heir absence. 

The scene of their interview was an outer ajiartmetit, wliorc J(*uiiio 
was used to busy herself iu anituging the proiluetions of her dairy. 
■When Bnih'i* found an opi»ortunity of sieaUiig after her into this place, 
he found her silent, dejecU-d, ami ready to hurst into tears. Instiaul 
of the active industry' with which she had boon accustomed, eM-n 
while in the act of speaking, to employ her hands in some useful 
branch of household' business, slie w’as seated listless in a corner, sink- 
ing appjirently imd'^r the weight of licr own thouglt^.:’’ Yet the instant 
lie I'literod, she dried her eyes, and, witli tho simplicity and openiie^c 
of her character, immediately entered on conversation. 

“ I am glad you have come in, Mr Butler,” said she, “ for— for- - for 
I wished to tell ye, that all maun ho ended hctiveen you and me — it’s 
best for baith onr s:ikes.” 

“ Ended I” said Butler, in surprise ; “ and for what should it be end- 
ed ?— 1 grant this i.s a*Jieavy dispensation, hut it lies neitTicr at yom* 
doc»r nor mine — it’s an evil of God’s sending, and it Tnust be borne ; 
biitit cannot break plighted troth, Jeauie, wGlo they that plighted their 
word wish to keep it.” 

“Bui, Be'uben,*’ said the young woman, looking at him affection- 
ately,, “ I kerf w^eel that ye tiiink mair of me yourself ; and, Reu- 

ben, I can only in requital tliink niair of your weal than of my ain. 
Ye arc a man of spotless name, bred to God’s miuijAry, and a’ men 
pjiy that ye will stnne day rise high in the kirk, though poverty ke^p 
ye €logli> ai bow. Toverty is a bad batik-friend, lieubenj^ and that 
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ye ^(‘11 ower weel; but ill-famo is ii tout ane, and Uiat is a iruth ye 
Bail lipvci* leani tliroiigh my means.” 

“ Whai do you mean ? ” said Butler, eagerly and impatiently ; “ or 
liow do you coimoct your sister’s ffuilti if guilt there be, wlurli, 1 truHt 
ill Clod, may yet be disproved, with our engagement ?— liov^ can tliat 
aflcct you or me ? ” 

How can you a^sk me that, Mr Butler ? Will this stain, d’ye think, 
evcj be forgotten, as lang as our heads are abune the grimd ? Will 
it not slick to us, and to our bainis, and to their very bairns' bairns? 
To hae been the child of an honest man, might hae been saying some- . 

thing for me ami mine : but to be the sister or a 0 my God I”— 

With this exclfimalion her resolution failed, and slie burst into a 
passionate fit of tears. 

The lover used everv effort to induce her to compose herself, and 
at length .succeeded ; but she only re.sumed her comnosui'e to express 
herself witli the same positiveness as before. “ No, Beuben, I'll bring 
disgrace haine to nao man’s hearth; my ain distresses 1 can boar, 
and I maun bear^ but there is nac occasion for buckling them f>n 
other folk’s .shoutlicrs, I will bear my load alone— the back is made 
for tlie burden.” 

A lover is by charter wayward and Buspicious; and Jeani<‘'s 
readiness to renounce their engagement, under pretence of zeal for 
hi,s peace of mind and respectability of ehdracter, seemed to poor 
Buffer to form a portentous combination with the commishion or the 
stranger ho had m<‘t with that nu^ming. His voice faltered as lie. 
asked, wbotber nothing hut a sense of her sister’s present distro&s 
occasioned her to talk in that manner?” 

And what else can do sae?” she renlied with simplicity. Is it 
not ten long years since we spoke togctiier in this way?” 

^ “ ’I’eu years ? ” said J3utler. It’s a long time— suificicnt pcriiaps 
for a woman to weary ” 

*‘To weary of her auld gown” said Jeanie, ‘^and to wi.sh for a 
new ane if she likes to be bravo, but not long enough to w'cary of a 
friend — ^tlie eye may wish change, but the heart never.”* 

Never ?”*aa?dJ{euben, — “ that’s a bold promi|e.” 

f*'Hut not more bauld tliiiii true,” said Jeaiiie, with the same quiet 
smiplicity which attended her manner in joy and grief, in ordinary 
aflfairvS, and in those which most interested ner feelings. 

Butler paused, and looking at lier fixedly — “ I am charged,” he 
said, with a message to you, Jeanie.” ^ 

“ Indeed ! From whom f Or what can ony ane have to say to 
me?” f 

It is from a stronger,” said Butler, affecting to speak wo'th an in- 
differcu(;e which his voice belied— “ A young man whom 1 met this 
morning in the Park.” 

“ Mercy ! ” said Jeanie, eagerly ; and what did he saj ? ” 

“ That he did not see you at the hour he expected, but required 
you should meet himElone at Musehat’s Oaiiii tiiis ni^t, so soon as 
the moon rises.i^ 

^ Tell him,” said Jeanie, hastily, “ I shall certainly come.” 

'‘May I ask, "’said Butlef,hi8 suspicions increaSng at. Tbf ready 
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silaciity of llie answer, ‘*wlio this man is to whom you are so wilfljnff 
to ^ive the meeting: at a place and lioiir so uncommon ?” 

“ Folk maun do muckle they have little will to dv), in tills world,” 
replied Jeanic. 

‘‘Granted,” said her lover 3 “but wluit compels you to this?— 
who is thfe person ? Wlmt I saw him was not very favoiu Kble -- 
who, or what is he ? 

“ I do not know 1 ” replied jeauie, composedly. 

“ You do not know?^' said Butler, stepping impatiently through 
.the apartment— “ You purpose to meet a younu man whom you do 
not know', at such tiine, and in a place so lonely— you say you arc 
comi>eJ)ed to do this — and yet you say yoii do not know tlie person 
who exercises such an influence over you!— Jeanie, what am I to 
think of this?” 

“ Tliiiik tmly, Reuben, tliat I speak truth, as if I were to answer at 
the last day — I do not ken tliis man—I do not even ken that I ever 
saw' him ; and yet 1 must give him the meeting be asks— there's life 
and death upon it.” 

“Will you not tell your father, or take him with you?” said 
Butler. 

“ 1 cannot,” said Jeanie ; “ I have no permission.” 

“ WQI you let 7ne go with you? I will wait in the Park till night- 
fill!, and join you when you set out.” 

“ It is impossible,” said Jeanie; “there maumiabe mortal creature 
within hearing of our conference.” 

“ Hav(» you considered well the nature of what you arc going to 
do ?— the time— the place — an unknown and susi>icious cliaractcr? 
—Why, if he had asked to see you in this house, your father sitting 
in the next room, and within cjll, at such an hour, you should have 
refused to see him.” 

“ My weird maun be fidfillcd, Mr Butler ; my life and my safety 
arc ill God s Imuds, but I'll not spare to risk cither of them on the 
errand I am gaun to do.” 

“Then, Jeanie,” stud Butler. much displeased, “we must indeed 
brotik short ofl', and hid fjurewcll. ^ When- there can be no confidence 
betwixt a man and bis pliglited wife on such a momentous topic, it is 
a sign that she has no longer the regard for liim that makes their 
engiigement safe and suitable.” « 

Jeanie looked at him and sighed. “I thought,” she said, “that I 
had brought myself to bear this parting— but — ^but— I did not ken 
that w e were to part in unkindness. But I am a woman and you 
are a mail— it may be^iffereut'wi' you-rif your mind is made easier 
by thinking sac hardly of me, I would not ask you to think other- 
wise.” 


You are, said Butler, “wliat you have alwi^s been— wiser, 
betUn*. and less selfish in your native feelings, than I can be, with all 
the helps phUosophy can give to a Christian. — But why— why will 
you persevere in an undertaking so desperate ? Why will you not 
let me be your ai^istant— your protector, or at least your adviser ? ” 

“ Just because I cannot and 1 dare not," answered Jeanie.— “ But 
uark, ^hat s that Surely my father is no weel ? ” ' 
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S fact, the voices in Uie next room became obstrepcrouf^ly loud of 
dden, the cause of which vociferation it is necessary to explain 
before wo go farther. 

When Jeanie and Butler retired, Mr Saddletree entered ni>on the 
business which cliiefly interested the family. In the eommencement 
of they conversation he found old Deans, who, in his usu^ state of 
mind, was no granter of propositions, so much subdued by a deep 
sense of his daughter's danger and disgrace, that he heard without 
repjying to, or perhaps without understanding, one or two Icamed 
disquisitions on the nature of the crime imputed to her charge, and , 
on the steps which ought to be taken in cpiisoquence. ms only 
answer at each pause was, " 1 am no misdoubting that you wuss us 
weel— your wife’s our far-awa cousin.” 

Encouraged Iw these symptoms of acquiescence, Saddletree, who, 
as an amateur of the law,hau a supreme deference for all constituted 
authorities, again recurred to hisother topic of interest, the iniirdor, 
namely, of Portoous, and pronounced a severe censure on the parties 
concerned. 

“These are kittie times— kittle times, Mr Deans, when the j)coplo 
take the power of life and death out of the hands of the rightful 
magistrate into tlieir ain rough I am of opinion, and .so I be- 

lieve will Mr Crossmyloof and the Privy-Council, that tliis rising in 
offeir of war^ to take away the life of a reprieved man, will prove little 
better than perdiiellion.” 

“ If I hadna that on my mind whilk is ilT to bear^ Mr Saddletree,^' 
said Deans, “ I would make bold to dispute that point wi’ you.” 

“How could 3 ^c dispute what’s plain law, man?” said Saddletroo, 
somewhat contemptuously; “tliere’s no a callautthat e'er carried a 
pock wi’ a process in’t, but will tell you that perduellion is tlie warst 
and maist virulent kind of ti*eaaon, baing an open convocating of tlie 
king's lieges against his authority (mair especially in anus, and hy 
f ouk of drum, to baith whilk access(»ies my eeu and fugs borej witiios.- ), 
and inuokle warse than lese-msdesty, or the concealment of a treason- 
able purpose— It wiiina bear a dispute, neighbour.’' 

“ But it will, though,” retorted Douce Davie Deans I tell ye it 
will bear a disput#^! never like your cauld, leg^, formal doctrines, 
neighbour Saddletree. I baud unco little by the Parliament House, 
since the awfu’ downfall of the hopes of honest fdk that followed the 
Kevolution.” • 

“But what wad ye hao had, Mr Deans?” said Saddletree, impa- 
tiently ; “ didna ye get baith liberty and eonsciqjicc made fast, and 
settled ^ tailzie on you and your hdiys for ever ?^' 

“ Mr Saddletree,” retorted Deajis, “ I ken ?c are one of tho.«;e that , 
are wise after thctfnapuer of this worlds and fiiat ye baud your part, 
and cast in your portion, wi'thelang-heads and lang-gowiis, and keei» 
with the smart witty-pated lawyers of this our land— Weary on the 
dark and dolefu' cast that they liac gien this unhanpy kiilfedorn, wIkmi 
their black hands of defection were clasped in the ved^liauds of our 
sworn nmrthcrcrs : When those who had numbered the towers oi‘ <*ur 
Zion, and marked the bulwarks of Reforniatiou, saw their hope turn , 
a snare, ai^l their rejoicing into weeping.” 
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“I cauna imderstand this, neig^hbom* ” answered Saddletree. ‘^ 1 ^ 
am an honest prcsbytciian of the Kirk of Scotland, and stand b3Flier 
and the General Assembly, and the due administration of justice by 
the fitlccn Lords o' Session and the five Lords o’ Justicinry.” 

“ Out upon ye, Mr Saddletree! ” exclaimed Pavid, who, in an oppor- 
tunity of piviu^j his testimony on the offences and backblidiug's.of the 
land, fiu’fjbt for a moment his own domestic calamity—" out- n]a>n > our 
General Asscnihly, and the back of my hand to your Court o’ Session! 
— What is tlic tane but a waefu’ bunch o’ cauldrife professors iind 
ministers, that sate. Lien alid warm when the persecuted remnant 
wen; war^tliTi*? wi’ liuu!,a‘r, and canid, and fear of death, and dangrev ' 
of tiro and hword, upon wet brac-sidcs, peat-lui?p:s, and flow-mosscs, 
and lliaf now creep out of their holes, like blue- bottle flees in a blink 
.if sunshine, to take the pit ’pits and places of better folk— of tlieui that 
n 't!no».-.ed, and testified, and foiiaht, and endured pit, prison-house, 
and iriiji^portjiliou i)cyond seas?— A bunny bike tlicre\ o’ them !•— 
And fin- 3 our Court o’ Session 

“ Ye nni} say what yo will o’ the General A».senil)ly,” said Saddle- 
tHM‘, iiiterniptuii; liini, " and let them clear thepi that kens them ; 
Imt, as fin- llie Lords Session, forby that they are my next-door 
m‘'ii)dH»!irs, 1 woiihl have ye ken, for your aUk regulation, that to raise 
.sciUiUai j:on*nt them, whilk is termed to murmur them, is a 
Cl iim; t/i'ntris^sni gcncrlif,MrDemH — ken ye wliat +baL umouuta 
to : ' 

I ken little o’ the lun^>’uag‘e of Antichrist,” said Deans; "and 1 
care less than little what ciirualccuirts may call the speeches of honest 
TuotL And as to murmur n^^ain them, it’s what a’ the folk that 
lo'cs their pleas, and niue-tenth.s o’ them that win them, will be ffcy 
sure to bo aridity iu. Sae 1 wad bae ye ken that 1 Laud a’ your g-Iegf- 
iotmued iidvocaiis, that sell their knowledge forpicccs of silver— and 
your worldlv-wi-ic jiidgc.s. that will gie three days of heju-iiig in pre- 
>vwi) to a (lebate about the peeling of an ingan, and no ae hulf-boiir 
to ihe gospel testimony— its legnksts and foVuiulists, countenancing, 
by .skMUences, and tpiirks, and cimning terms of law, the late begun 
courses of national defections— union, toleration, patronages, and 
Yc-rjistian prelatic ^latlis. As for the soul and bouy-killiug'Court o’ 
duhtieiary — ” 

The liiibit of considering his life as dedicated to bear testimony in 
behalf of what he deemed the suffering and deserted cauho of true re- 
ligion, had swept honest David along with it thus far; but with the 
mold ion of the eriii?imil court, the recollection of the disastrous con- 
dition of his ilangliter rushed at once on liis mind : lie stopped short 

the midst of his triumphant declamation, pre.^seu Ills lianas against 
•ffius forehead, and remained silent. <- 

' ^ , Saddletree was somewhat moved, but apparently not so much ho as to 
iy^uco him to relinquish the privilege ot prosing in his turn, afforded 
*t'i,hy Daviu’s sudden silence. ^"Noe doubt, neighbour,” he said, " it’s 
m ^-air thing to hue to do wi’ courts of law, unless it be to improve ane’s 
kUo;\K>d<ie and practi quo, by waiting on asaM-aror; and touchhiff 
111 is iiuiuqipj alVuirof Kffie— ■yc’llhae, seen the dittay, doubtless?” He 
druirged out of liiw pocket a bundle of papers, and began to turn the?n 
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ovjfr. ‘‘ Tliis is no it—Uiia h the information of Mung:o Maraport, of 
th« ilk, aftaiiist Captain Lackland, for cotmtg on liis lands oF Mara- 
l)ort witli hawks, hounds, lyiiig-do^, neta, ^ns, cross-bows, liagbuls 
of found, or other engfines more or less for destruction of g’ame, sic 
as red-deer, fallow-deer, cappercail^ics, ^rey-fowl, moor-fowl, pait- 
ricks, JioroiiH, and sic like ; he the sutid defender not being: #no qimli- 
Jicd j)erson, in terms of the statute sixteen hundred and twenty-ano ; 
that is, not having: anc ploujgh-^ate of land. Now, tJic defences pro- 
r) 0 )*ed Hoy, that 7wn constat at tins present what is a plougrli-^^ato of 
hrnd, wliiik uiiccrtiiiuty is sufficient to elide the condusiojis of tlio 
libel. Ihit then the answers to the defences .(they are sig:ucdby Mv 
Orossmyloof, hiitMr Yonngflad drew them), they propone, that it sigf- 
niiirs naetiiing*, in hoc. statu, what or how iniickle a )>Jong:h-gjito of 
land may ])f*, in respect the defender hosiiae laiuls \vhatso(A»r, or 
mair. ‘ Sac grant a ploudi-g:ate * (here Saddleti'cc rcadfrom the 
)>a])er in his lumd) “ ‘ to be leas than the nineteenth p.irfc of aguro’s 
grass,’- (I trow Mr Orossinyloof put in that^lkon his sl.vle),-'-S>f a 
gnse's grass, what the better will the defender be, Roeiiii!: he hasna a 
divol,-cast of lajid in Scotland? — Advocains for Lncklaiul duplies, 
Hint nihil interest de possessione, the pursuer nnl^t nut his cm' under 
the ^tatuto’— (now, this is wortliyour notice, neighbour)— ‘and must 
sliow, formal Her et spedalife)\ as 'well as {jcncraUtcr, what is tlio 
fpialitioiitioi^tliat defender liacklarid does posse, ss— let him tell me 
what a plough-gate of land is, and Til tell him if 1 have one or no. 
Purely the ]uii'suer is bound to undersiaud his own libel, and his t)wn 
statute that he founds upon. TiHus pursues Mwoins for recovery of 
ane black horse lent to Mrevius— surely he shall have judgment : but if 
Titius pursue IVhcvius for ane scarlet "or crimson horse, doubficss ]jc 
shall bo bound to show tliat there is sic ane nnimal in reruvi natvra. 
No man can be bound to plead to nofbeiise— that is to soy, to ti cliar<;’e 
which counol: be explained or understood,'— (he’s wrang there— the 
better the pleudiugs the fewer understand them),'— ' and so the re- 
ference unto Ibis undefined and unintelligible measure of land is, ns 
if !i penalty was inflicted by statute for any man who^suld hunt or 
hawk, or use lyiiig-dof^s, ainl wearing a sky-blue mir of hrccclics, w itli- 

out having^ But I am wearying you, Mr Deans, w^e’lJ puss to your 

ain business,— llioLigli this case of Marsport against Ijackbunr has 
made an unco din in the Outev-IloiiBe. Weel, here’s the dittay 
against puir Effie : ‘Whereas It is humbly tneant and shown to us/ 
Ike. (they are words of mere style), ‘ that whereas, by the laws of this 
and every otlu*r well-regulated* redm, the murder of any one, more 
especially of an infant child, is a €nine of ane high nature, and 
severely pimishahle : And whereas, witliout pl’cjudice to the foirsaid 
generality, it was,*hy aiio net made in the second session the First 
Parliament of our inoid High and Dread Roverciffns Williatn and 
Mary, cq>ecially emicrcd, tliat ane woman who shall have concealed 
her condition, and shiill not he able to show that she hath called for 
help at the birtli, itiijaso that the child sinill he found dead or amiss- • 
iug. slrall be deemocT and held guilty of the murder thereof; and the 
said facts of cduceiiliucnt and pregnancy being found proven or con- ‘ 
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fesseil, sliall sustain the pains of law accordingly ; yot, nevcrtlioT >s??, 
yon, Effie, or l^jiiphemisiTOaiis * ” 

“Read no farther !” said Deans, raising liis head un ; “I would 
ratlicr yc thrust a sword into my heart than read a word fartlier ! ” 

“ Wcel, neighbour,” said Saddletree, “1 thought it wad hae com- 
forted ve.to ken the best and the worst o't. But ra.e question is^ wlmt s . 
to be dune V* 

“ Nothing,” aiisweVed Deans firmly, "but to abide the dispensation 
that the Lord secs met to send ns. Oli, if it hacl been llis will to take 
the grey bead to rest before this awful visitation on my house and , 
name ! But His will be done. I can say tliat yet, though I can s^iy 
little mair.” 

“ But, neighbour,” said Saddletree, " ye *11 retain advocates for the 
puir lassie? it's a thing in.ann needs be thought of.** 

“ If there was ae man of tJicm,” answered Deans, " that held fast 
his integrity— but I ken them weol, Uiey are a* carnal, crafty, and 
warld-hunting self-seekers, Yeraatians, and Amiininns, every aiic o* 
them.** 

“ llout tout, neighbour, ye maimna take the wnrH at its word,** Said 
Saddletree; " the very den is no sae ill as he's ca*cl; and I keu inair 
than ae advocate that may bo said to hae some integrity as vreel as 
their neighbours ; tliat is, after a sort o’ fashion o* their aim’* 

“ It is indeed but a fashion of integrity that ye wiJbdind amang 
them,** replied David Deans, " and a fashion of wisdom, and fashion ' 
of carnal leaming— gazing, glancing-giasses they are, fit only to fling 
tlie gloiks in folk’s cen, wi* their pa\vkv ])olicy, and earthly ingine, 
their flights and refinements, and periods of eloquence, frae heathen 
emperors and popish canons. They canna, in that dtoffc trash yc w(Te 
reading to me, sae muckle as ca* men that are sae ill-starred as to be 
araang their hands, by ony name o* the dispensation o* grace, but 
maun new baptize them by the names of the accursK'd Titus, wlia ^\^ls 
made the instrument of burning the holy Temple, and other sic like 
heathens.*' 

“It*B Tislpus,” interrupted Saddletree, "and no Titus. Air 
Crossmyloof care? g,s little about Titus or the Latin as ye do. — But 
it’s a case of neces.sfiy— she maun hae counsel. Now, I could speak 
toMr Crossmyloof— he's weel kendfor around-spun Presbyteriau, and 
a ruling elder to boot,” 

“ He's a rank Yerastian,** replied Deans ; " one of the public and 
polititious warldly-wise men tliat stude up to prevent nne general 
owning of the causejin the day of poiver.” 

" What sav ye to the auld Laird of Cuffabout ? *' said Saddletree ; 

I* he whiles thumps thrdust out of a case gey and weel.” 

I^^He? the fause loon 1 ** answered Deans— "he \» ns in his bauda- 
Snto hae joined the ungi'acious Highlanders in 1715, an they had 
fPr had thq^luck to cross the Firth.” 

“Weel, Arnhton ?— there's a clever chiekl for ye ! ” said Bfirfcoliiie 
triumphantly.^ 

"Ay, to bring popish medals in till their very library' from that ! 
g^ismatic woman in the north, the Duchess of Gordon.” 
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wool, but soiuelxHly yo maun hae — Wiuii tln'uk ye o’ 

K i tScpunt ? ’’ 4HP^ 

“ He’s an Arniiniaii.” 

‘‘ Woodsettcr : ” 

“ He's, I doubt, n Cocccian.” 

« AuW Whilliewhaw?” 

‘‘ lie's oiiy tiling* ye like.” 

“ Y oimg K lenimo ? ” 

“ Jle’s nacthing at a’.” 

“ Ye ’re ill to please, neighbour,” said SaddUrfrec : “ 1 liae run ower 
the nick o’ them for you* yc maun e'en choose w youraell ; but be- 
think ye tliat in th(i multitude of counsollors^tliere’s safety.-— What 
Bfiy ye to tiy young Mackenyic ? he has a’ his uncle’s rractiques at 
the tongue’s end.” ' 

What, sir, wad yc speak to me,” exclaimed the sturdy presby te- 
rian in excessive wrath, about a man that Ims the blood of the saints 
at liis fingers’ ends ? Didna his erne die and gang to his place wi’ thef 
name of the Bluidy Mackenyie? and wiiina lie be keudby tluit name 
sae lang as there’s a Scots tongue to speak the word ? It the life of 
the dear bairn that’s under a suffering dispensation, and Jeanie’s, and 
my ain, and a’ mankind’s, depended on ray asking sic a slave o’ Satan 
to speak a word for me or them, they should a’ gae down tlic water 
thegither fordDavie Deans! ” 

It was the exalted tone in which he spoke this last sentence that 
broke up the .conversation between Butler and Jeanie, and brought 
them both “ ben the house,” to use the language of tlie country. 
Here tlicy found the poor old man half frantic between and 
zealous ire against Sadaletree’s proposed measures, W's cheek inflamed, 
his luind clenched, and bis voice I'aiscd, while the tear in his cj’e, ami 
ihe occasional quiver of his accents, *^ahowed that his utmost eiforts 
wore inadequate to shaking off the consciousness of his misery. 
Butler, apprehcn.sive of the consequences of his agitation to an aged 
and feeble frame, ventured to utter to him a recommendation to 
patience. , 

‘*I am patient,” returned the old man sternly,— more patient than 
any one who is alive to tlui wofiil backslidiugs of a\niscral>le time can 
be patient ; and iii so much, that I need neither soctarians, nor sons, 
nor grandsons of sectarians, to instruct my grey hairs how to bear my 
cross.” * 

“But, sir,” continued Butler, taking no offence at the slur east on 
his grandfather’s faith, “ we must use human means. When you call 
in a physician, you would not, I suppose, question him ou the nature 
of Jiis religious principles ! ” * , ^ 

“Wad I wo?” answered David— “But I wad, though; and if he 
didna s.atisfy me that he bad a right sense of the riglit-hand and 
left-hand defections of the day,not agoutteof his physic Jiould gang 
through ray father’s son.” 

It is a dangerous iJi)ug to trust to an illnstralion. Butler had done . 
flo and miscaiTied ; but, 'like a gallant soldier when his muskt't misses 
fire, he stood Ins ground, and charged with the bayonet.— “ This is ^ 
to^ rigid an interpretation of your duty, sir. T 1 ^ 4 ‘ sun bkines, auil * 



102 



tlie raiu deftceuds, ftna tiiey are piaceu log’apiicr ▼ 

in life in dr<‘umstamiBp^jgKfre^^ intercourse beweeu 

tUem indispensable, tlic cviAlpa}' have an opporfcUTiifcy of 

beiuj^ c<<jm]kted by tha^ood, and perhdfc, also, that the riffhtoous 
niijLclHs^TuSjy other ti-yjk be sttbjeofced towiat ot occasional conveise 

a silly callaa it, flteubcn,” aaiswered Deans, “ 'vvitli your bits 
<j^wfg'uinciil. pitch and not be defiled ? Or wbnt 

think ye of the bravaJi^mirtny champions of the Coven antf that 
Avadna’srtc raucklc a minister speak, be his pfts and gi’aces as. 

-they would, that hjJBWdtnesscd against tho enorjnities of the day? - 
^ta^avvyer shaIl^Sii|M»ipeak for me and mine that hasna concurred in 


them indispensable, plffi 
beiuj^ c^jm^ted by th]^ 
mijLclHk other trMs 


mm liANDLi Mij^ 

And they are placed tog'Aher’^ 
^KfreSRSlitlu render "intercourse be weeu 
liS&tlic cvil\ma}' have an opportimity of 
id.^d perh™, nlso^ that the riffhtoous 


A JWostimony of\he scattered, yet lovely wnrmant, which abode in 
the clifts of the rocks.” 


vSo sayinjr, «,nd as if fatigued, both with the avgtimenls an presence 
his guests, the old maxi arose, and seeming to bid theju adieu with 
'ii motion of his head and hand, w'cntto shutbimself up In his sleeping' 
;ipavlmont. 

‘‘ It's tbrawing las daughter’s life awa,” said 8addlctroc to Biitlcv, 

*• to hear him apeak in t hat daft gate. Whei'c will he ever get a Cain- 
ei’oniau advocate ? Or wdia ever heard of a lawyer*fi sudbiiug either 
for ae religion or another? The lassie’s life is clean Hung awa.”. 

During tho latter part of this debate, Diinibiedikes l«d arrived at 
the door, dismounted, hung the pony^a bridal on the usttal hook, and ^ 
sunk down on his ordinary settle. His eyes, with more than their * 
usual animation, followed first one speaker, then another, till he 
caught the mcliK^tsily sense of the whole from Saddletree’s last 
wor^ls. He ro!^*nrom his scat, stumped slowly across the room, ^ 
and, doming close up to Saddletree’s car, said, in a tremulous, 
aoxioua vdicc, “ Will-will silfcr do naething for them, Mr Saddle- - 
dPCe?” 


^ Dinph,” sMid Saddletree, looking grave, — “ siller will certainly do 
it in tho i’arlininent House, if ouy thing c<7;i doit; but wbarc’s" the 
>’|ler to come frac ? Mr Deans, ye see, will do naething ; and tliongh 
Saddletree 's .their far-awa friend, and right good w'cekwisbor,^ 
urtL is weel dispefee^o assist, yet she >vadua like to stand to he.i 
bimnd singiili to siudi an expensive wark. An ilka friend i 

vuM bear a slxare^^^Eurdcn, something might he dune— ilka am; 
tiTWQ liable for theiPpu input— I waima Ime to see the case fa’ 
thrmmh Avithout being pled— it wadua be creditable, for a’ that daft 
wing Dody says.” • 

“i’ll— I will— yes ’’fassumiHg fortitude), “I will be answ'evable,” 
paid Dumbiedikes, “Tor a score of punas sterling.” — And he was 
silent, staring^ in astonishment at finding himself Sapable of such un- 
woiJte<l rosolntiou ami excessive generosity. 

“Hod AJ mighty bless ye, Laird!” sjxid Jeaiiic, in a transport of 
gratitude. 

twenty punds tlirctly,” sai 41 >umbiedikcs, looking .. 
bashfully away from her, and towards Saddletree. . 

“ Tiuit Will do br.iMily,” said Saddletree, rubbing his hands; **aud 
.>e s.vilJiLV> a' my^nUill ami knowledge to gir the aillfr gang far — 



THE nJSAJtT OF to)-LOTniAN. 


103 

iiipe it out wool — 1 ken Iiow to gar the birkics tak bhort foes, and be 
ghuft o* them too — it 's only gaming tlieni trow ye hue twa or lliroe 
cases of importance coming on, and they’ll work dieap to got custom. 
Let me ahtno for wdiillywhaing an advocate : — it’s ime sin to get. as 
mucklo fiac them for our siller as *we can— after a’, it’s but the w'iml 
li’ theii| mouth — it costs tliem naething; whereas, in my vrctchod 
occupation of a saddler, horse-mifliner, And hnrness-nuiker, we are 
out unconKcionablo sums just for barkened liidetf and leather.” 

“ Can I be of no use?” said Butler. “My means, alas ! are only 
worth the black coat 1 w'car; but 1 am young — 1 owe mudi to the 
ramily— Can 1 do nothing?” 

“ to collect evidence, sir,” said Saddletree ; “ If we 

co^wrot find ane to say she had gien the least hint o’ her con- 
di^W'Mic wad be brought aff wi’ a wat finger — Mr Crossinyloof toIlM 
in^p5: 'i’hc crown, says he, canna be craved to prove a i)oMli\o— 
wmT a positive or a negative they couldua he ca’cl to prove ? —it w^as 
or tlio tither o’ them* I am sure, aud it maksna luuckle 
liiattcT whilk. Wherefore, says he, the libel maun be redargued })y 
tlie panel proving her defences. And it canna be done othei‘^vi^s(^”" 

“But the fact, sir,” argued Butler, “tbc fact that this poor girl 
Ijiis borne a child j surely the crown lawyers must prove that?" said 
Butler, ^ 

tSaddletrcoi paused a moinenl, while the visage of Duiiihiediki's, 
width travtjrscd, as if it had been placed mi a pivot, from the om.* 
spokesman to tlje utlier, assumed a more blithe expression. 

“Ye— ye — ye—cs,” said Saddleti'oe, after some grave hc^iUitiou : 
“ luiqueationably tlial is a thing to be proved, as the court will mtu-e 
fully dechii’o by an interlocutor of relevancy in common form ; but. 1 
fancy that job’s done already, for she has confessed her guilt.” 

“ Confessed the murder ?" exchiim?d Jeanie, witli a' scream lli.if 
made them all start, 

“No, 1 didnii say that,” replied Bartoliiie. “But she confessed 
bearing the babe.” 

“ And what becanio of it, then?” said ,Teame, “for not pi woril could 

get from her but bitter sighs and tears.” ^ 

“ She says it was taken away from her by tuc woman iu whose 
house it was born, and who assisted her at ilie lime.” 

“And who was that woman?” said Butlor. “Surely by ber 
means the truth might bo dis&vered. — Who was she ? I will fly to 
her directly.” 

“ I wish,” said Durnhiedikos, “ I were as you»g and as supple as 
you, and hod the gift of the gal) as wool.” 

“ Who is she?” again re^etaied Butler impaltiently.— “ Who could 
that woman he ?” • 

“Ay, whakens that but herdell,” said Saddletree; “she deponed 
farther, and declined to answer that interrogatory.” 

“I’heu to herself will I in.s tan tly go,” saidButlcr; “farewell, Je.inie ; 
tlieu coming dose lier. — ^’‘Takc no 7 mA till ;foii hear from 

ujc. Farewell [” and lie immediately left the cottage. 

“ I wad gang too/' said the landed proprietor, iu an anxious, jealous, 
a«d rcpjuing fcoftCj “but my powny wimia for tho l^e o’ mogijng ony 
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otlier road tlian ^ust frac DuniUedikcs to tliirf lioiisc-end, aiidrsae 
straiffUt back a<^aiii." 

“ Ye’ll do better for them,” said Saddletr^^e, as they left the house 
tog’ether, “by seiuUnpf me the thretty puiids.” 

“ TJir^tty punda ?” hesitated Bumbiedikes, -who was now out of the 
reach otHhose eyes whicli liad inflfimed his generosity; “ I oLly said a 
twenty puuds.” 

“ Ky ; but,” said feaddleiree, “ that was under protestation to add 
and oik ; and so yc craved leave to amend your libel, and made it 
tbretly.” " - 

“Bid I? I dinna mind that I did,” answered Dumbiedikes. “But ' 
wliatever I said I 'il stand to.” Then bestriding his steed with some 
<litficulty, he added, “Dinna ye think poor Jeamo’s een wi* the tears 
in them glanced like Inmour beads, Mr Saddletree?” 

“ I keiina muckle about wbmon's ecn, Laird,” replied the inseri^e 
Biirtoline; “and 1 cave just as little. I wuss I were as weel frfe (>* 
their tongues; though few wives,” he added, recollecting the necessity 
(d‘ keeping up his character for domestic rule, “ are under better cora- 
ininid than mine, lifiird. I allow neither pcrduellittn nor lese-majesty 
agapist my sovereign authority.” 

The Laird saw nothing ao impoi*tant in this observation as to call 
for a rejoinder, and when they had exchiinged a mute salutation, they 
parleil in peace upon llieir dinerent errands. • 


CHAPTER Xm. 

1 *11 w;u*raiU tliftl follow from Urownte were Iho ship no stronger than a nul shell. 

The Tempeit. 

ThrTLT5R felt neither fatigue nor want of refreshment, although, from 
the mode in which lie had spent the night, he might well have beg| 
overcome wi,lh either. But in the earnestness with wliich he bastdH , 
to the assistance oLthc sister of Jeanic Deans, he forgot both..^»ijp^-t^; 

In his first pro|Tess he walked with so rapid a pace as* almost ^ 
approached to running, w'heii he was surprised to hear l>chM him a • 
call upon his name, contending uith an asthmatic coughyand half- 
dropied amid the resounding trot of a Higliland pony. He looked 
beliiud. and saw the Laird of Durabiedike.s making afti^ him with 
what speed ho might, for it haiipcned fortunately for the Laird’s pur- 
pose of conversing with Butler^ that his own road homeward was for 
about two hundred yards the same wth that which led by uie nearest 
way to the city. Butler stopped when he bcard^hiihaelf thus sum- 
moned, internally wishing no good to the panting eqtneatrian who thus 
retarded hiy journey. 

“ Uh ! uh 1 uh ! ” ejaculated Dumbiedikes, as lie checked the hol)- 
bling pnee of the pony by our friend Butler, ‘iayji ! uli ! it ’s a hard- , 
set willyard beast this o’ mine.” He had in fivet jns^ overtaken the 
object of hid cluise at the very point beyond ^kh it would have been 
absi>lute]}; impos-sible fur liim to have coutpnied llie ])iiysuit, sinee 
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lliero Butler’s road parted from that leading to Dumbiedikes, and no 
nieails of influoiiee or compulsion which tJic rider could possibly 
liave used towards his Buceimalus could have induced the Cdtie ob- 
stinacy of Hory Beau (such was the pony’s name) to have diverged 
a yaref from the path that conducted him to Ms own paddock, 
t Event when he had recovered from the shortness of br*«ath oc- 
casioned by a trot much more rapid than Kory or he were accustomed 
to, the higli purpose of Ilumhiedikes seemed to slick as it were in his 
throftt, and impede his utterance, so that Butler stood for nearly three 
^Jiiinutes ere he could utter a syllable ; and when he did find voice, it 
was only to say, after one or two efibrts, “XJhl'uh! uhm ! I say, Mr 
—Mr Butler, it’s a braw day for the ha’rst.” 

“ Fine day, indeed,” said Butler. “ I wish you good morning*, sir.” 

“Stay— stay a bit,” rejoined Dumbiedikes; “that was no what I 
had gotten to* say.” 

“ Then, pray bo quick, and let me have your commands,” rejoined 
Butler ; “ 1 crave your pardon, but lam in haste, and Tempus nemini 
—you know the nrovero.” 

Dumbiedikes aid*iiot know the proverb, nor did he even take tho 
trouble to endeavour to look as if Be did, iis otliers in Jiis place might 
have done. H c was concentrating all his intellects for one grand pro- 
position, and could not afibrd any detaclimeut to defend outposts. 

say, Mr Butler,” said lie, “ken ye if Mr Saddletree’s a great 
lawyer ? ” 

“ 1 have no person's word for it but his own,” answered Butler, 
dryly: but undoubtedly he best understands bis own qualities,” 

JWniph!” replied the taciturn Dumbiedikes, in a tone wbicli 
H(|KLed to say, “ Mr Butler, I take your meaning.” “In that case,” 
Ji^ursued, “I’ll employ niy ain man^’ business, Nichil Novit (iiiiid 
NlBhil’s son, and amaist as gleg as Ms lather), to agent Effieb plea.” 

And having thus displayed more sagacity than Butler oA'pected 
from liim, he courteously touched his gold-laced cocked hat, and by 
a wunch on the ribs, conveyed to Rory Bean, it wivs his rider’s pleasure 
tL«t he should forthwith proceed homewards ; a hint which the quad- 
ruped obeyed with that degree of alacrity with wJiict men and aniuiMs 
interpret and obey suggestions that eutireJy correspond with tlieir 
j own inclinations. 

Butler resumed Ms pace, not mthout a momentary revival of that 
jealousy, which the honest Laira’s attention to the family of I >eans 
had at diftercut times excited in Ms bosom. But he was too generous 
long to nurse any feeling, wMch was allied to selfishness. “ He is,” 
said Butler to himself, “ rich m what Iwant ; why should I feel vexed 
that he has the heart to dedicate some of Ms poll to render them ser- 
vices, which I can dhly form the empty wish of executing ? In God’s 
name, let us each do wnat we can. May she be but happy I — saved from 
the misery and disgrace that seems impendinff— -Let me but find tho 
means of preventing the fearful experiment of this evening, and fare- 
, well to other thougufe:, though my heart-strings break in parting with 
them!” 

He redoubled Ills pace, and soon stood before tho door of the Tol- 
bof th. oc rather before the entrance wbere the d(^r had founerlj • 
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been placed. IKa interriew with the mysterious straMcrj the mes- 
siige to Jeanie, liis agitating coiiTersatioii with her on the subject of 
breaking off ^eir mutual engagements, and t)ie interesting scene 
with old Deans, h«ad so entirely occupiea his mind as to drown even 
recollection of the tragical event which he luidvdtneBsed the preced- 
ing evcftiiig. His attention W'as not recalled to it by the gre aps who \ 
stood scattered on t]ic street in conversation, which they hushed when 
straijg(;i's approached, or by the bustling search of the agents of the 
city police, supported by small parties of the military, or by the ap- 
pcartiiiec oi‘ the Guard-rJoiise, before which were treble sentinels, or,- j 
iinally, by tlie subdued and intimidated looks of the lower orders of '' 
society’, who, conscious that they were liable to suspicion, if they were 
not guilty of accession to a riot likely to be strictly inquired into, 
glided about with an humble and dismayed aspect, Ukc men whose 
spirits being exhausted in the revel and the dangers of a despcnite 
debauch over night, are nerve-sliakeii, timorous, imd unenterprising 
on the sueceediug thiy. 

hi one of these symptoms of alarm and trepidation struck Butler, 
whose niiud was occupied witli a dilferent, and tl^ him still more in- 
teresting snbieefc, until he stood before ibe entrance to the prison, and 
saw it defeiuied by a double file of grenadiers, instead ofbolta and 
bars. 'J'hoir Stand, stand I ” the blackened ajipearauce of the door- 
Jess gate-way, and the winding staircase and apartitienis of the 
Tol booth, now oj>en to the public eye, rocalletl the whole proceedings 
of the eventful night. Upon his requesting to siieak with Effio Dcans^ 
the same tal? thin, silver-haired turnkey, whom he had seen on the 
preceding I'votiing, made Ills appearance. ^ 

“ 1 think ” he nplied to Butler’s request of admission, with mie 
Scottish indirectness, ye will he the same lad that was for in to see 
her yostrciMi ?” 

Biitler admitted he was the same person. 

And I am thinking,’’ pursued the turnkey, “ that ye speered at 
me when we locked up, and if W'e locked up earlier on accouuit of 
I’orteons ? ’’ 

“ Veiy likely I Flight make some such observation,” said Butler p 
‘‘ but the question now is, con I sec Effie Deans? ” 

I dinna ken— -jjang in by, and up the turnpike stab’, and turn till ' 
the ward on tlic left hand,” 

’I1ie old man followed close behind him, with his kej s in his hand, 
n(»t forgetting even that huge one which had once opened and shut 
the outnarJ gate bf his dominioiw, though at present it was hut an 
idle and useless burden. No Sooner had Biitlor entered tlie room to 
wiiicli he wiis directed, '‘than the experienced hand of tliewnrder 
selectod the proper key, and locked it on the outside. At first Butler 
c<mceivcd this manoeuvre was only an effect of tlie man's habitual and 
official caution and jealousy. But when he heard the hoarse command, 
“Turnout the guard!” and immediately aftciwards heard the clash of a 
senliners arms, as he was xiosted at the door of kb .apartment, he again ^ 
called out to the turnkey, “ My good friend, 1 have business of some ' 
consequence with Effie Deans, and I beg to see her as soon as pos- 
‘ liu hie.” No ansv'^r was returned. “ If it be ngainsf your mlea to Ad- 
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TTiit ijiCj” repeated Butler, in a still louder tone, " to see the prisoner, 
I beo* you will tell me so, and let me ^o about my busiuess. — Fucjit 
?>rrt«or<5t7>/7c muttered be to himaolf. 

“ If 30 hiul business to do, ye Buld bae dune it before ye cam here," 
t replied tJie man of keys tVom the outwide ; “ye ^11 find it's eaHii 3 r wun- 
’ nin in tfiau wuimin out here— there's smfi' likelihood o' another Por- 
tcous-mob cominff to rabble ns ag^aiu— the law will baud her aim now, 
neighbour, and that ye'll find to your cost.” 

“ Wliat do you mean by that, sir?" retorted Butler. “You must 
;^mistake mo for some o{her person. My name is Beuben Butler, 
]>roaolier of the gospel." 

“ I ken that weel etietigh," said the turnkey. 

“ ^V^oll, then, if you know me, I have a right to know from you in 
r*'f-urn, what warrant you have for detaiiyng me ; that I know,* is tho 
right of Ci\Qrj British subject." 

“Warrant?" said the jailor, — warrant’s awa to Liherton wi' 
twa sheriff officers seeking ye. If ye had staid at. hiime, as honest 
men should do, yc yad hae seen the warmnt; but if ye corne to be iii- 
rarcerated of your ain accord, wha can help it, mv jo ?" 

“ So 1 cannot see Eflie Deans, then," said Butlor ; “ ami you are 
determined not to let me out ?" 

“ Troth, wyi I no, neighbour," answered tlie old man. doggcdl) ; 
“ as for Kifie Jleoiis, ye'll hae cneugh ado to mind j^our ain bmane^^ 
iind let her mind hers; and for letting you out. that maun be as iho 
magistrate will determine. And fare *yo wed for a^t, for 1 niami 
see' Deacon Sawyers put on ano or twa o' the doors mat your (piiet 
folk broke down .yesternight, Mr Butler." 

There wns something in tliis exquisitely provoking, but tliero was 
also somefhiiig darkly alarming. To^be iinprisoncd, even on a falser 
accusation, has something in it disagreeable o.nd monaeing oven to 
men of mertifajitostitutioual courage than Butler had to boast; for 
although ho nRtt much of that resolution which arises from a sense of 
duty and an honourable desire to discharge it, 3 x*t, as Ins imagination 
was livdv, and his frame of body delicate, he v/asfar from ]>osse.syiiig 
that coofi 11 sensibility to danger which is the happy portion of won of 
stronger health, more firm nerves, and less acute sensibility. An in- 
distinct idea of perU, which he could neither understand nor ward off, 
seemed to float before his eyes. • He tried to think over the events of 
the ])receding night, in hopes of discovering some means of explain- 
ing or vindicating his conauct for apjiearing among the mob, since it 
immediately occurred to him that nis^detention thusthc founded on 
tha-t circumstance. And it was witli anxiety riiatr he found he (jould not 
recollect to have liccn under the observation of any disinterested 
witness in the attempts that he made fVora time to time to cxp<».s;tulate 
with tlio rioters, and to prevail on them to release him. Tlie distress 
of Dciius’s family, the dangerous rendezvous whicli J eanie had formed, 
and which he could not now liopc to interrupt, had also tlieir share in 
his un])leasant reflections. Yet impatient as he was to receive an 
cclaircissement lipon the cause of his confinement, and if possible to 
oUain ljis libcrtji, lie was afiected with a trepidation which seemed no 
good oiucc ■; when, after remaining an hour ii^this solitary apartment. 
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lio rnccivod a summons to attiaid the aittiuf? niafiristratc. ^ ITe was * 
conducted fi’r)tn prison stvon^jly yarded 1)> a party of soldiers,' with 
apanideof precaution, tliat, however ill-timed and unnecessary, is 
frenerally disi)la.yod after an event, which such precaution, if used in 
time, mipfht have prevented. 

Tie vfiLA iritrodiieed into the Council Chamber, as the placefivS called ' 
wdicrcthe nia^'istratjjs hold their sittings, and which was then at a lit- 
tle distance from the prison. One or two of tlic senators of the city 
were present, and seemed about to engage in the examination <lf an 
individual who was brot^ht forward to the foot of the long green- 
coloured table round which the council usually assembled. “ Is that " 
llie j)rcachcr?" said one of the magistrates, as the city officer in at- 
f cndaijce introduced Butler. The man answered in tiie affirmative. 

Let him sit down there for an instant; we will finish this man's busi- 
ness very briefly.” 

“ Shall we remove Mr Butler?” queried the assistant. 

“ It is not necessary— Ijct him remain where he is,”^ 

Butler accordingly sate down on a bench at the bottom of the apart* 
inenfe, attended by one of his keepers. ^ 


iTTUiBnun 


in 




chance, or the slcill oT the architect, who might happen to remember 
tlie ad Mintage which might occasionally be dorivoa from such an ar- 
rangement, one window was so placed as to throw a stror*‘;g light at the 
foot of the f able at which prisoners were usually posted for exa- 
mination, while the upper ciut, where tlie ojtorainants sate, was thrown 
into shade w.#Butler's eyes were instantly fixed on the person whose 
e.xiumnatiou was at present proceeding, in the idea that he might re- 
cognise some one of the conspirators of the former night. But 
though the features of this mau were sufficiently marked and striking, 
he could not recollect that he had over seen them before. 

The complexion c)f this person was dark, and his agqjsomcw lmt ad- 
vanced. lie \vore his own hair, combed smooth dowlf^nd cut I'ery 
short. 1 1 was jet black, slightly curled by nature, and already mottled 
wntli grey. .The man's face expressed rather knavery than vice, and 
a disposition to shftrpuess, cunning, and roguery, more than the traces . 
pt stormy fuid indulged passions. Ilia sharp, quick black eyes, acute 
features, ready sardonic smile, promptitude, audeflfronterv, gave him ‘ 
altogether wfmt is called among tly> vulgar, a knotoing look, which 
generally implies a tendency to knavery. At a fair or market, voii 
could not for a moment have doubted that he was n horse-jockey, ‘in- 
tima te ^ith all the tericks of his trade ; yet had you met him on a moor, 
you Mjllligot have qpprehended any violence from him. llis dress 
was flHlKt of a horse-dialer- -a close-buttoned jockey-coat, or wrap- 
rascal, Wt was then ternieil, wth huge metal mittons, coarse blue 
upper stockings, called boot hose, because supjilviug the place (rf 
boots, and a slouched hat. He only wanted a loaded wliip under his 
arm and a spur upon one heel, to complete the dress of the character 
he seemed tft represent. ^ , 

“ Your name is James RatdiflTe ? ” said tlie magistrate. 

** Ay— always wi* your hoiiom:*s leave.” 
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“ That is to say, you could find me another name if 1 did not like 
that one ? ** 

“Twenty to pick and choose upon, always with yom- honour’s 
leave/' resumed the re^ondent. • 

“ But James BatclifTe is your present name ? — what* is your 
trade 

“ 1 caiiiia just say, distinctly, that I have what yc wad ca' pre- 
ceesely a trade." 

“liut," repeated the magistrate, ‘‘what are your means of living 
- your occupation ? ” ^ 

Ilout toutr—your honour, wi' your leave, kens tliat aa well as I do,” 
replied the examined. 

“ No matter, I want to hear you describe it,” said the examinant. 

“"Mo describe ?— -and to your honour P—far be it from Jemmie 
Italclifto/’ responded the prisoner. 

“ C’ome, sir, no trifling— I insist on an answer.” 

“ Wool, sir,” replied ihe declarant, “ I maun make a clean breast, 
for ye see, wi' your leave, I am looking for favour— Describe my 
(•cciipution, quo' ye ?— troth it be ill to do that in a feasible way, 
in a place like this — but what is't again that the aught command 
says r* 

'riiou ahalt not steal,” answered the magistrate. 

“Arc youfuro o’ that?” replied the'aectiscd.—** Troth, then, my 
occupation, and that command, are sair at odds, for T read it, thou 
' i^hdlt steal ; and that makes an unco difterence, tliougli»there'a but a 
wee bit word left out.” 


“To cut the matter short, Ratcliffe. have been a most 
notorious thief,” said the eA'amiimut,- i 


“ 1 believe llighlauds and Lowla^'lcen that, sir, forby England 
and Holland/' replied llatcliffe, with the greatest composure and 
ettVontery. 

“ And \vhat d'ye lliiuk the end of your calling will be ? ” said tlio 
maa'istratc. 


“ 1 could have gicn a braw guess yesterday— b«t I diiiim keii sao 
weel the <lay/' answered the prisoner. 

“And what would you have said would have been your end, had 
t you been asked the q^uestioii yesterday ? ” 

“ Just tlic gallows,^' replied. Rutclifie, with the same composure. 

“ You are a daring rascal, sir,” said the maj^strato; “and how dare 
you hope times are mended with you to-day ^ ^ 

“ Dear, your honour/' answered Rat^liffb, “ there’s muckle differ- 
ence between lying in prison under seiiteniMS df deatli, and sfaying 
there of anc's ain proper accord, when it would have cost » man 
mtething to get up and riu awar— what was to liindcr me from 
stciiping out (piietly, when the rabble walked awa wd’ Jock Porteous 
vestreen ?— mid does your honour really tliiiik I staid on purpose to 
be hanged ? ” • 

“ I do not know wLut you may Iiave proposed to yourself ; but I 
’• know,” said the magistrate, “what the law proposes for you, and that 
is, to hang you n^xt Wednesday eight days ” 
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"Kr, na^ your honour/' said EatclifFe firmly, "craving your 
houour^s pardon, 1*11 ne'er believe that till 1 see it. I have kend the 
Law this mony a year, and mony a thrawart job I hae had wi' her 
first and last ; but the auld jaud is no sae ill as that comes to— 1 aye 
fiind herbark waiir than her bite." 

■‘And if you do not expect the gallows, to which you are con- 
demned (for the fourth time to my knowledge), may I beg the 
favour to know," said the magistrate, "what it is that you do 
in consideration of your not having taken your flight with the rest of 
the jail-birds, which l.wiU admit was a line of conduct little to have , 
been expected ? " 

"I would never have thought for a moment of staying in tlniL auld 
gousty toom house," answered Eatclilic, "but Hiat use and wont 
had just fficii me a fancy to the place, and I’m just expecting a bit 
jiostiii’t." I 

"A post I ” exclaimed the magistrate; "a ivhipping-post, 1 
suppose, you mean ? " I 

" Na, nn, sir, I had nae thoughts o’ a wIuippin-Fost. After having * 
been four times doomed to hang by the neck till 1 was dead, 1 tliiiilc 
I am far boyoiid being whuppit." 

“ Then, in 1 leaven’s name, what did you expect ? " 

"Just tlie post of under-tunikcy, for 1 underritavd there's a 
vacaticv,” said the prisoner; "I wailua think of asking the lock- 
inan’s place ower lib head; it wadna suit me sac wetd as it her * 
folk, for 1 never could put a beast out o’ the way, much less deal wi’ 
a man." 

"That’s something in jour favour," said the magistrate, making 
exactly the inference to whi^h Tlatcliffc was desirous to lead him. 
though lie mantled his art with an aflbetatiou of oddity. "Bui/’ 
continued the magi>lrate, "how do you think you can bo trusted wit.li 
a cliai’gc in the jirisou, wlieu you have broken at. your own liand half 
the jails in Scotland?" 

" Wi’ yoiu* honour’s leave” said Ratcliffc, "ifl kend sae wed how 
to wuu out myselj, it's like I wad be a* tb© better a hand to keep 
otlier folk iu. 1 tliiiik they wiul keii their business weel that held 
me in when I wanted to bo out, or wan out when 1 wanted to baud m 
them in." 

The remark seemed to strike the magistrate, but he made no 
farther itmuediatc observation, only dosmiU KatcUflb to be removed. 

When this darbg and yet sly freebooter was out of liearing, the 
magistrate asked tl^ city-ckrk, "what he thought of the fellow’s 
agsiiraiice ? ” 

" lt‘.s no for me to say, sir," replied the clerk; "but if James Rat- 
diue be inclined to turn to ^lod, there is not a man e'er came wdthin 
the porta of the burgh could be of sae inuckle ii^c to the Good Town 
lu the thief and lock-ui) line of bu'tuicss. I’ll speak to Mr Sharpitlaw 
aliont liini." 

rpon r* lit diffe’a retreat, BuBer was placed at the table for exami- 
nation. ’J'h(‘ magistrato conducted liis inquiry civillv, but yet in a 
mannm* L.vhicli him to understand that he lahoi-ivcl under str‘:ng 
suspicion. With a frankness which at cncc bccaTne his ^‘iiihng aiiu 
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character, Butler aroved hid inrolimtaiy prcsehce at the murder of, 
Porteous, and, at the request of the ma^strate, entered into a minute 
detail of the circumstances which attended that unhappy affair. All 
the particulars, such as we have narrated, were taken rainulcl}' down 
b}' tlio clerk from Butler’s dictation. • 

Wneii the narrative was concluded, tJio cross-cxfimination com- 
menced, wliich it is a painful task even for tile most candid 
toginderfro, since a story, esiicdally if connected with agitafinjx and 
alavniiiig incidents, can scarce be so clearly and clistinclly ti>ld, hut ' 
that sonic ambiguity and doubt may be tlirovm upon it by a string of 
successive and minute intcrroffutories. 

The magistrate commenced by observing, that Butler had said liis 
object was to return to the village of Liberton, but that he was inter- 
rupted by the mob at the West Port. ‘‘ Is the West Port your usual 
way of leaving town w’hen you go to Liberton ?” said the magistrate, 
with a sneer. 

“ No, certainly,” answered Butler, with tlie haste of a man anxious 
to vindicate the accuracy ot‘ his evidence ; “ but 1 clianccd to be nearer 
that port than any other, and the hour of sliutting the gates was on 
the ])oiut of striking.” 

“That wiis unlucky” said the magistrate, dryly. “Pray, beiiJig, 
as you pay,# under coercion and fear of tlie lawless multitude, aii'd 
compelled to accompany them through scenes disagreeable to all men 
of humanity, and more especially irreconcileaWe to the profession of 
a minister, did you not attempt to struggle, resist, or escape from 
their violence ?” 

Butler replied, "that their numbers prevented him from attempting 
resistance, and tlieir vigihince from ejecting his escape.” 

"That was unlucky,” again repeated the magislrate, in the same 
dry iiiacquiescent tone of voice and manner. ITc piN)ceeded wutli 
decency and politeness, but with a stiflf|^ss which argued his continued 
suspicion, to ask many questions concerning the behaviour of llic 
mob, the manners and dress of the ringleaders Land iWien he ctui- 
that the caution of Butler, if he was decSiviug him, must be 
MM jlslecp, the magistrate suddenly and artfully returned tt> former 
#pp||of jus declaration, and required a new recapitulation of the 
Mm||i.stanccs, to the minutest qnd most trivial poiiii, w'liicli attended 
Jj^part of the melancholy scene. No confusion or coutradiciioii, 
«piver, occun-ed. tliat could countenance the sus])i('ion whicli he 
'flBiied to have aaopted against Butler. At leifgtb the train of liin 
interrogatories reached Mtmge Whdfito, at w^hose name the niHgis- 
trate and town-clerk exchanged significant glances. If the fate of tiie 
Good Town had dd|peuded on her careful magistrate’s knowing the 
features and dress of this personage^his^inqumes could not haveheeu 
more particular. But Butler could say almost nothing of this person’s 
features, which w^cre disguised apparently with red pajnt and soot, 
like an Indian gw^g to battle, besides the projecting shade of a 
curch, or coi£ ,which muffled the hair of the supposed female, lie 
declared that lie thought he could not know this Madge Wildfire, if 
placed before him in a different dress, but thi^ he hclievcd he might' 
rccogiiisiie her voice. 
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The ma<jistrale requested him again to state by what gate lie left 
the city. 

“ By the Cowgate Port,” replied Butler. ^ 

“ Was that the nearest road to Ldbertoii ?*' 

“ No,” Jijnswcred Butler, witli embarrassmentj ‘‘but it wastheiiearest 
way to extricate myself from the mob.'^ 

The clerk and magistrate again exchanged glances. 

“ Js the Cowgate Port a nearer way to Liberton from tlie Griiss- 
iiuirkot than Bristo Poiii?" 

** No,” ronUed Butler; “but % had to visit a friend.” 

“ Indeed r” said the interrogator— “You were in a huiTy to tell tlio 
sight you lifld witnessed, I suppose?” 

‘‘ Indeed I was not,” replied Butler; “nor did I speak on tlic subject 
Iho wliole time I was at Saint Leonard’s Crags.” 

“ WMiich road did you take to Saint Leonard's Crags?” 

“ By the foot of Salisbury Crags,” was the reply. 

‘‘ indeed ?— you seoni partial to circuitous routes,” again said the 
magistrate. “ Whom did you see after you left th^ city 

One by one he obtained a description of every one of the groups 
who bad passed Butler, as already noticed, tbeir number, demeanour, 
:ni(l appearance; and, at length, came to the circumstance of the 
mysterioin. stranger in the King’s Park. On this subject Butler 
would fain liave remained silent. But the magistrate had no sooner 
got a slight hint concerning the incident, tmiu he seemed bent to 
I’oi-isoss ljunsell’ of the most minute particulars. 

“ Jiook ye, JVIi* Butler,” said he, “you ai*e a young man, and hear 
nil excellent character ; so inudi I will myself testify in your favour. 
But Nve are aware there has been, at times, a sort of bastard and fiery 
zeal in ^onle of your order, add those, men irreproachable in other 
points, which 1ms led them into doing and coiiutouancing great 
irregularities, by which Ihc peace of the country is liable to be shaken. 
— 1 will deal plainly with you, I am not at all satisfied with this 
.sinry, of yoiy setting out again and again to seek your dwelling by 
two several I’oads, Ay dcli were botJi circuitous. Andj to be franjjj^po 
one whom we have examined on Uiis unliapny afiau* could 
your api>carance anything like your acting under compulsion. 
over, the w-aiters at the Cowgate Port observed something liS^pe 
trepidation of guilt in your conduct, and declare tliat you were^fo 
first to command them to open the gate, in a tone of authority, 

^ still presiding oYCi;^ the guards and outposts of the rabble, who ^8 
besieged thorn tJio wliple m’ghtr” 

“ Ofod forgive them : ” said Butler; ‘^I only asked free passage for 
myself; they niust have much misimderstood, if tkey did not wilfully 
misrepresent me.” 

“ Well, Mr Butler,” resumed ‘the magistrate, “I am inclined to 
judge tlie host and hope the best, as I am sure I wish the best ; but 
you must be frank with me, if you w'iah to secure my good opinion, 
and lessen the risk of inconvemence to yourself.** You have allowed 
you saw another individual in your passage through the King’s Park 
to Saint J Leonard’s Crags— I must know every wo^d which passed 
betwixt you.” 



THE HEAET OP mD-LOTinAN. 


113 


Thus clos<cly pressed, Butler, who had no reason for concealiiig* 
what passed at that mcotiii", nnless because Jeaiiie iJeans was eon- 
cerned in it, thought it best to tell the whole truth from l)e^»iiuiiiiiy 
to end. 

“Do you suppose,” said the magistrate, pausing, “that the yoimg* 
woman will accent an invitation so mysterious ? ” % ’ 

“ l^fear she will,” replied Butler. 

“■*\Vhy do you use the word /car it?” said tie raagisirato. 

,“Be(iause I am apprehensive for her safety, in meeting, at such a 
lime and place, one who had something of the manner of a desperado, 
and whose message was of a character so inexplicable.” 

“'Her safety shall be cared for,” said the magistrate. “ Mr Butler, 
I am eoiiC( ‘Tiled I caunot immediately discharge you from confine- 
ment, but 1 hope you will not be long detained.— liomovo Ah- 
Butler, and let him be provided with decent acconimodsitiou in all 
reflects.” 

lie WITS conducted bach to the prison accordingly: but, in the 
food offered to him," as well as in the apartment in which he was 
lodged, the rccogimeiidatiou of the magistrate was strictly attend- 
ed to. 


Cl I AFTER XIV. 

Dark oatJ ccrio was the ni^Ut • 

And lonely was tlio way, 

As Janet, wi' her grecu xnantcU, 

To MiiCB* Cross she did gne. 

Old Bairn, 

Lea yixo Butler to all the uncomfortable thoughts attached to his 
new situation, among which the most predominant \\as Ids feeling 
that he was, by his confinement, deprived of all possibility of asHisting 
the family at Saint Leonard's in their greatest need, we return 1o 
Jeaiiie Deans, who liad seen him depart, without an ajiportunjty of 
farther explanation, in all that agony of mind w^h which the fViinale 
heart bids adieu to the complicated sensations so well dcscribcil by 
Coleridge,— 

Hopes, niiJ fgirs that kJtidlc hopo, 

An uiidistinguishablu throng; 

And gentle wishes long subdueiU- 
tinhduod and cherish'd long. ^ 

It is not the firmest heart (and Jdhnic, un^lcr her russet roheday 
had one that would not ha>e disgraced Cato's daughter) that can 
most easily bid adfeu to these soft- and mingled emotions. fcJhc wept 
ftir a few minutes bitterly, and without attempting to refrain from 
this indulgence of passion. But a moment's recollection induced her 
to check herself for a grief selfish and proper to her o^^n nffcctioiiK, 
while her father sister were plunged into such deep and irri'trioA^- 
able affliction. , She drew from her pocket the letter which had been 
that morning flung into her apartment tlirough an Ojicii window, and 
the contents of wlucii were as singular as the explosion wfts Yiolcnt', 
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lAd ener^etiic. If Blie would save a human beinj from the m(»t 
iamnixiff and all its desperate consequences, — if she desired the 
ife ondliouour of her sister to be saved from the bloody fang^ oi an 
injust law) —if she desired not to forteit peace of mind here, and 
iappincss hereafter,” such was the frantic style of the conjuratnm, 
•she was ^entreated to grivc ^ suie, secret, and solitary meeting the 
writer. She alone cpuld rescue him,” so rau the letter, « h® 
Duly could rescue her.” He was in such circumstances, the billet 
farther iuibnned her, that on attempt to brin^ any witness of their 
conference, or even to mention to her father, or auy^ othei* person 
whaUoovc r, the letter which requested it, would inevitably prevent 
ita taking? ])lace, and ensm’e the destruction of lior sister. The leUer 
concluded with incohoreut but violent protestations, that in obeying^ 
ilii.s summons she had uotbing* to fear personally. 

TJie mesflage delivered to nor by Butler fi*om the stranger in the 
Pin k tallied exactly with the contents of the letter, but assigned a 
later hour and a different place of meetm^. Apparently the writer 
of the letter had been compelled to let Butler so far into his con- 
lidciicc, for the sake of announcing this change to beanie. She was 
more than once on the point of producing the billet, in vindication of 
herself I’rom her lover's half-hiuted suspicious. But there is somc- 
ihing in stooping to justification which the pride of innocence does 
not lit all limes willmgly submit to 5 Iwisides that the threats coii- 
i ained in the letter, in ease of her betraying the seci’ct, hung heavy 
< )u her heart. It is probable, however, that had tliey remained longer 
together, she might have taken the resolutiou to submit the whole 
nisutcr to Butler, and be guided by him as to the line of conduct 
which she should adopt. .£id when, by the sudden interruption of 
I heir couferen<;o, she lost Uic opportunity of doing so, she felt as if 
:*lie had been unjust to a friend, .whoso advice might have been 
higlilv useful, aiul w hose attachment deserved Ixer full and unreserved 
confiJenco, 


To luive vccourso to her father upon this occasion, she considered 
si-i big lily imirrudeut- There was no possibility of conjecturing in what 
li.ght f.he matter raigiit strike old David, whose manner of acting and 
thinking in extraordinory circumstaucca depended upon feelings and 
principles peculiar to himself, the operation of which could not be 
caieuiated upon even by those best i^cquainted with him. To have 
requiistcd some female friend to have accompanied her to the place 
^f rendezvous, would perhaps have been the most eligible expedient ; 
TO t the threats of ttte writer, that betraying his secret would prevent 
picir ineedng (on w liifch her sifter's satoty was said to depend) from 
^king place at all, would have deterred her from p^iaking such a eon- 
I’Stleuoe, even had she known a person in whom she thought it could 
with safety have been reposed. But she knew none such. Their 
acauaintance with the cottagers in the vicinity had been very slight^ 
aua limited J;0 trifling acta of good neighbourhood. Jeame knew 
'little of them, and wbat she knew did not grcatly-ducline her to trust 








usually found iu their situation of life; and t^ir conversation 
at alf times f^^v chqnas for a young woman, to ^om nature ahid 
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the circuiofttajicc of a solitary life hatl fi^iven a depth of thougfht and 
fc.rce of character superior to the frivolous part of her sex, whether 
in hijfh or low degree. 

Loft aJouc and fleparated from all earthly counsel, she had recourse 
to a friend and adviser, whose ear is ouen to the cry of the pooresSt 
and most afflicted of His people. She knelt, and prayed wi^i fervent 
eincerixy, that God would plefise to direct Jier what course to follow 
Tu her arduous and distressing situation. It A'as the belief of the 
and sect to which she belonged, that special answers to prayer, 
dilltiring little in their character from divine inspiration, w'cre, as they 
expressed it, “ horue in Upon their minds'' in answer to their earnest 
petitions in a crisis of difficulty. Without entering into an' abstruse 
Jioiiit of diviiiiiy, one thing is plain ; namely, that the person w^ho lays 
)pen his ilouhts ami distresses in prayer, with feding and sincerity, 
tuisfe necessarily, iu the act of doing.so, purify his mind from the dross 
nf worldly passions and interests, and bring it into that state, when 
;hc resolutions adopted are likely to be sefected rather from a sense 
of duty, than from any inferior motive. Jeanie arose from her de- 
votions, with her Ijeart foi’tified to endure affliction, and encouraged 
to face difficulties. 

“ I will meet this unhappy Tnan,” she said to herself—" unhappy he 
must l>e, since 1 doubt he has been the cause qf poor Effie's misfortune 
—hut 1 will.ijicet him, be it for good or ill. My mind shall never 
up to me, that, for fear of what might be said or done to myself, 
I left I hat undone that might even yet be the itsscue of her." 

With a mind greatly composed since the odontion of this resolution, 
>hQ went to attend her father. The old man, firm in the principles of 
lii.s youth, did not, in outward appearance at least, permit a thought 
of hi^ family distress to iutcricre >yith the stoical reserve ofliis 
(•oimionauce'aiul manners. lie eveu chid his daughter for Iniving 
neglected, in the distress of the inonung, some trifling domestic duties 
which fell under her depuvtmeiit. 

" Why, what lueaiieth this, Jeanie?” said the old man — "The 
hvown fonr-year-:iuld's milk is not soiled vet, nog the howies put up 
on the hink." If ye neglect your warldly duties iiwtho day of amiction, 
what confidence have 1 that yo mind the greater matters that coiicevu 
salvation ? God knows, ouv bowies, and our pipkins, uud ouv draps o' 
milk, and ouv bits o' bread, are nearer and tWarcr to us than the 
bread of life.” 

Jeanie, not unpleased to hear her father s thoughts thus expand 
tliemscdvcB beyond the sphere of his immediate ^Jistvess, obeyed i^iak 
and proceeded to put her household urntters in ^rder : while old 
lutived from place to place about his ordinary employmeuts, 
sliowing, unless by'a nervous impatience at remaining long statiojp^, 
an occasional coiivulsivo sigh, or twinkle of the eyelid, that h%|Sw» 
labouring under the yoke of such bitter affliction. ^ ^ 

The hour of noon came on, and the father and cliild sat down'to 
their homely repast* In his petition for a blessing on the m^, the 
poor old man added to his supplicatiop, a prayer that the breoa eaten 
m sadness of heart, and the bitter waters of Marah, might bo made 
S^uomifcliing ai those which had been poured forljfi from a full cup 
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anil a plentiful basket and store; and bavinfif concluded his bene- 
diction, and resuinod tlie bonnet wliich lie liad laid “ reverently aside/' 
he proceeded to exhort liis daughter to eat, not by example indeed, 
but at least by precept. 

“ The man after God's own heart,” he said, “ washed and anointed 
himself, #nd did eat bread, in order to express his submissioy under 
a dispensation of suffering, and it did not become a Christian man or 
woman so to cling to'crcatuve-comforts of wife or bairns,” — (hero the 
words became too great, as it were, for bis utterance),—** as to fo«:get 
the first duty,— submission to the Divine will.” 

To add force to his precept, he took a morsel on his plate, but 
nature proved too strong even for the powerful feelings with which 
lie endeavoured to bridle it. Asliamed of his woaknes.s, he started 
up, and ran out of the house, with haste very unlike the deliberation 
of hia usual movements. In leas than five minutes he returned, having 
auccCRsfiilly struggled to recover his ordinary composure of mind and 
countenance, and nflected to colour over his late retreat, hy mutter- 
ing that he thought he heard the “ young staig loose in the" byre.” 

lie did not, a^ain trust himself with the subject ef liis former con- 
versation, and his daughter was glotl to see that he seemed to avoid 
farther di^icourse on that agitating topic. The hours glided on, ns 
on they must and do pass, whether winged with joy or laden with 
affliction. The sun set beyond the dusky cmiuencc<»f llic Castle, 
and the screen of western hills, and the close of evening summoned 
David Deans and his daughter to the family duty of tlic night. It came 
bitterly upon ,Teanie’s recollection, how often when the horn* of woj- 
ship approached, she used to watch the lengthening shadows, and look 
out from tlie door of the house, to see if she could spy her sister's 
return homeward. Alas! this idle and thoughtless waste of time, to 
what evils had it not finally led? and was she altogether gnil^le^s, 
who, noticing Ktfic's turn to'idle and light society, had not ialloil in 
her father's authority to restrain her ?— But I acted for the best, she 
again reflected, and who could have expected such a growth of evil, 
from one grain of hiuiiaii leaven, in a disposition so kind, and candid, 
and generous? 

As' they sate down to the ** exercise,” as it is called, a chair hap- 
pened accidentally to stand in the place which Eflic usually occupied. 
David Deans .saw his daughter's eyes swum in tears as they were 
directed towards this object, and phshed it aside, with a gesture of 
some impatience, as if desirous to destroy every memorial of earthly 
' ’ interest wlicii about to address the Deity. The portion of Scripture 
TO3 read, the psalm sung, 41*0 prayer was made ; and it w^aa rc- 

markable that, in discharging these duties, tl»e old man avoided all 
passages and expressions, of which Scripture affords so many, that 
might be con.sidercd as applicable to his own domestic misfortune. 
In doing so it was perhaps his intcnliimto spare the feelings of hi=i 
dauglitov, a.s w^ll as to maintain, in outward snow at least, that stoical 
appearance of patient endurance of all the evil which earth could 
bring, wbicb was, in his opinion, essential to the character of one wlio 
rated all earthly things at their own iust estimate of nolliing- 
jicss. \Yheu he l\ad finished the duty of me cyeniug^ he oaine up«.d 



TftE niSAUT OT MID'LOTmAN. 


nr 

IiIh danp^liter, wished her good«iiiglit, and having’ done so, coiiUiHiod 
to hold her by the hands for half a minute; then drawing h or to- 
wards him, kissed her forehead, and eiaciilatea, “ The God of Ismcl 
bless you, even with the blessings of the promise, my dear bairn! ” 

It was not either in the nature or habits of David Deans to seem a 
fond f#tlier ; nor was he often observed to experience, or ^ least to 
evince, that fulness of the heart which seeks to expand itsclrin tender 
expressions or caresses even to those who were*dearest to him. On 
tli(? contrary, lie used to censure this as a degree of weakness in 
several of lii's neiglibours, and particularly in poor widow Butler. It . 
followed, however, fj-oni the rarity of such emotions in this self-denied 
and reserved man, that his children attadied to occasional marks of 
his affection and approbation a degree of high interest and solem- 
nity; well considering them as evidences of feelings which were only 
expressed when they oceanic too intense for suppression or conceal- 
ment. 

With deep emotion, therefore, did ho bestow, and his daughter re- 
ceive, this benediction and paternal caress. “And j'ou, hiy dear 
father," exclaimod Jeanie, wlieu the door had closed np()n the vener- 
able old man, “may you liavc purchased and promised blessings mul- 
tiplied upon vou — upon yon, who walk in this world ns though you 
were not of tlie world, and hold all that it can give or take away hut 
as tlie that the eun-hlink brings out, and tlic evening wind 

sweeps away ! ” 

SIic now made preparation for her night^-alk. Her father slept 
ill another part of the dwelling, and, rcgttlairiii all his habits, seldom 
or never left his apartment when he had betaken himself to it for llio 
evening. 1 1 was therefore easy for her to leave the house unobserved, 
so soon as the time npnroachea at w^ich she was to keep her appoint- 
ment. But the step slic was about to take had diflicultics and ten'o]‘s 
in her owm eyes, though she had no reason to apprehend her father's 
interference. Her life had been spent in the quiet, uniform, and 
regular seclusion of their peaceful and monotonous household. The 
very hour which some damsels of the present day, as '\^ell of her own 
as of higlicr degree, would consider as the nfftural period of com- 
mencing an eveniiiff of pleasure, brought, in her opinion, awe and 
solemnity in it ; ana the resolution she had taken had a strange, 
daring, and adventurous character, to which she could hardly recon- 
cile liei’sclf wbeii the momentTapproached for putting it into execu- 
tion. Her hands trembled as she snooded her fair hair bcncatli the 
riband, then the only ornament or cover which young luimarriod 
women wore t>n their head, and a« she adiySted the scarlet tartan 
screen or muffler made of plaid, which the Scottish women wore, 
much in the faslfiou of the black silk veils still a part of female dres«s 
in ^ Netherlands. A sense of impropriety as well as of danger 
upon her, as she lifted the latch of her paternal mansion to 
leave it on so wild an expedition, and at so late an hour, unprotected, 
and without the Jcnowlecige of lier natural guardian. » 

When she. found herself abroad and in the open fields, additional 
.subjects of prehension crowded upon her. The dim cliffs and*. 
^Bcal^ered rocis, interspftsed with greeu swar^ through which she 
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hat! to pass to the place of appoiqtotent, as they glimmered before 
lier iP a clear autumn night, reoalied to her memory many a deed of 
riolence, which, according to tradition, had done and suffered 
among uiem. In earlier days the;^ had been the haunt of robbers and 
assaaSus, the memory of wliose enmea is preserved in the various 
edicts wilieh the council of the city, and eVejii the parliament of Scot- 
land, ha(f passed for dispersing their l>and«, and ensuring safe^ to 
the lieges, so near the precincts erf the city. The names of these 
criminals, and of their atrocities, were Ktill remembered in tradithms 
of the scattered cottages and the neighbouring suburb. In latter 
tinirs, as wc have already noticed, toe sequestered a?id broken cha- 
racter of the ground reoidered it a fit theatre for duels and rencontres 
amoTig the fiery youth of the period. Two or three of these incidents, 
all siingiunary, and one of thorn fiifcal in its termination, had happen- 
ed sijice JJeaua come to live at Saint Leonard’s. Itis djiughtcr’s re- 
r ollections, theitrforc, were of blood and horror as she pursued the 
SI null scarce-tracked solitary path, every step of wliich conveyed her 
to a greater distance from help, and deeper into the ominous seclusion 
of tluise imhallowed precincts. ♦ 

As the moon began to peer forth on the scene with a doubtful, 
flitting, and solemn Tight, Jeanio-s apprehensions took another turn, 
too peculiar to her rank and country to remaiu unnoticed. But to 
trace its origin will require anotW chapter. 


CHAPTER Xr. 


TJjc ppirlt I Uaye seen 

Mrty Im* the devih the d^vll UA4 power 

To oB!«amc a pleuelng iliopo. 

Jlamiut. 

Witchcraft and demonology, as we have hud already occasion to 
remark, wcrc,at this period beheved in by almost all ranks, but more 
(‘Specially among the Wider classes (»f j)r(?H}>yterians, whose goveni- 
menl^ when their party were at the head of the stale, had been much 
riulhed by their eagerness to inquire int-o, and nerscente these ima- 
ginary crimes. Now, in this point qf view, also, Saint Leonard’s 
(hags ami the adjacent Cliase were a dreaded and ill-nqmted dhitrict. 
Not only h:td itches held their meetings there, hut even of very late 
nvn - (lt'» cnlliusiast, qv impostor, meutioued in l)»e Pamlpcimonium of 
Uichard Bovet, GenllC!(iian,p^) had, among the recesses of these ro- 
mantic cliffs, found his way into the hidden rctreaUtWhcrc the fairies 
revel in t he bowels of the earth. 

l^,.With all these legends Jcairie Deans v/a.s too well acquaiTjtodi 
Jnpe that strong impression wluch they usually make on the llrji- 
pbation. Indeed, relations of this ghostly kind had been familiar to 
from her infancy, for they were the only relief which her father's 
Wirersation afford^ from controversial argument, or the gloomy 
tetory of the .strivings and testimonies, escapes, captures, tortiircjs^^ 
IppftRocultons of t^ose martyrs of the Covenant; witn whom It was 
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Miifi chiofeat boast to say he had been aequainted. In the rcceasea of 
i mountains, in caverns, and in morasses, to lyhich these persecuted 
< iTthusiasts were so ruthlessly pursued, they concaved tliey had often 
! to contend with the visible aasardts of the Enemy of mankind, as in 
the cities, and in the eultivel^d^lf^, tb^y were aeposed to those of the 
^tyranuic^il govenunent and their soldiery. SwSb were the terrors 
Yrhich made one of their ^ted seers exclakn, when his coiApaniou 
returned to him, after Jiavmg left him alone in a haunted cavern in 
Sorufe Galloway : ” It is liard living in this world— incanmte devils 
uhove the earth, and devils under the earth !—Satan has been here 
"^nce ye went aw^ay, but I have dismissed him by resistance ; we will 
ho no more troubled with him this night.’' David Deans believed 
this, and many other such ghostly encounters and victoiies, on the i'aith 
. of the Ansai’s, or auxiliaries of the banished prophets. This event 
was beyond Drvid's remembrance. But he used to tell with great 
awe, yet not wiilioiit a feeling of proud superiority to his auditors, 
how lie himself had been present at a field-meeting at Croclimade. 
wheu tlie duty of the day was interrupted by the apparition of a tall 
bJack man, who, in the act of crossing a ford to join the congi egaiion, 
lost ground, and was carried down appai*eiilly by the force of the 
stream. All were instantly at work to assist lum, but with so little 
success, that ten or twelve stout meu, who liad hold of the rope which 
they had casMli to his aid, were rather in danger to be dragged into 
the stream, and lose their owm lives, than likely to save that of the 
' supposed perishing man. But famous John Bcniplc of Car8i)hani/' 
David Deans used to say witli exultation, ^ saw the wliaup in the 
rape — ‘ Quit the rope,* he cried to iia (for I that was but a callant 
had a hand o' tlio rape myscli^, * it is the Great Enemy 1 he 'will bum, 
but not drown ; his design is to dis^rb the good work, by raising 
wonder and contusion in your minds ; to put off from your spirits all 
thatyc bae heard and felt.*— Sae we let go the rape,” said David, 

“ and he went adown Uie water screeching and bullering like a Bull 
of Bashan, as he's ca'd in Scripturc,*’(^'V 
Ti'ained in these and similar legends, it was nckwonder that Jeanie 
began to feel an ill- defined appreheuskm, not mefeJy of tlie pliantoiiia 
, which might beset her W'ay, but of the quality, nature, and purpose of 
the being who had thus appointed her a mcetuig, at a place and hour 
of hoiTor, and at a time when lier mind must be necessarily full of 
those tempting and ensnaring f!houghts of grief and despair, which 
were supposed to lay sufl’erers particulaily open to the tcTrmUiions of 
the Evil One. If such an idea had crossed even ^tier’s weU-infonned 
mind, it was calculated to make a much strc^lger impression upon 
hers. Yet firmly Relieving tljc possibility of an encounter so terrible 
to flesh and blood, Jeanie, with a degree of resolution of which we 
cannot sufficiently estimate the merit, because the inci'edulity of the 
age has rendereci ua strangers to the nature and extent of her feel- 
ings, pei’severed in her determination not to omit an opportunity of 
doing something towards saving her sister, although, ii» the attempt 
to avail herself of it, she mightne exposed to dangers so dreodfid to 
Q^or imagination. So, like Christiana in Uie Pilgrim's Progress, when * 
traveling with a timid yet resolved step the terras of th^Yalley. <|f 
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the Shadow of Death, she glided on by rock and i>toiie, “ now in gnin- 
mor and now in gloom/’ ns her path lay through moonlight or shadow, 
and oiideavoured to overpower the suggestions of fear, sometimes by 
iixing her mind upon the distressed condition of her sister, and tlio 
duty she lay under to afford her aid, should that be in her power j and 
more fte^iuently by recurring in mental prayer to the prot<^.ctwn of 
that Being to whom night is as noon-day. 

Thus drowning at one time her fears by fixing her mind on a sub- 
ject of overpovrering interest, and arguing them down at others by re- 
ferring herself to the protection of the Deity, she at length ap-, 
proaehed tlie place assigned for this mysterious conference. '‘t 

It was situated in the depth of tlie valley behind Salisbury Crags, 
which has for a background the north-'western shoulder of theinoun- \ 
tain called Arthur’s Seat, on whose descent still remain the ruins of \ 
^\'hat was once a chapel, or hermitage, dedicated to St Anthony the ^ 
J'h*einitc. A better site for such a building could hardly have been 
fielocUid ; for the chaj)el, situated among the rude and pathless cliiln, 
lies in a <lescrt, even m the immediate vicinity of a rich, populous, and 
tiunultuous capital ; and the hum of the city might mingle with th(i 
oris(»ns tjf the recluses, conveying as little of worldly interest as if it 
had been the roar of the distant ocean. Beneath the steep ascent on I 
which these ruins arc stiU >isiblc, was, and pei-haps is still pointed out, i 
the place wdiero the wretch Nichol Muschat, who liai been already 
jnentioned in tlicsc pages, had closed a long scene of cruelty towards 1 
his unfortunate wife by murdering her, with circumstances of uneoni- J 
mon barbarity. Tlie execration in wliich the man’s crime W'as Jiold ' 
extended itself to the place where it was perpetrated, which was , 
marked by a snudl cairn, or heap of stones, composed of Uiosc which 
each chaiico passenger had thpwu there in testimony of abhorrence, ' 
jind on the ]>rim!ipl<!, it would seem, of the ancient Britibh malediction, 

“ May you Inivo a cairn for your burial-place ! ” 

As om* heroine approached tliis ominous and unhallowed sjiot, she 
jiaused and looked to the moon, now' rising broad in the north-west, 
and sluiddiiig a mop distinct light than it had afforded during her 
w^ilk thilliCT. Eyeing the planet for a moment, she then slowly and i 
fearfully turned her head towards the cairn, from wdiich it was at first ^ 
averled' She was at first disappointed. Nothing Avas visible beside 
the little pile of stones, Avhicli slione grey in the moonlight. A multi- 
tude of confused suggestions rushea on her mind. Had her corre- 
spondent deceived her, and broken his appointment? — w'as he too tai’dy 
at the apnointment Jie had made? — or had some strange turn of fate 
prevented him from'^ppoariiig as he proposed? — or, if he were an 
unearthly being, as her secret iipprehensions suggested, was it liis ob- 
ject merely to delude lior witli fiiise hopes, nndputlier to unnecessary 
toil and terror, according to the nature, as she had heard, of those 
Avamleriug demons ?~-or did he purpose to blast her Avitli the sudden 
lKnTor^ of hii presence wrlicn she had come close to the place of ren- 
dezvous ? These anxious reflections did not prevent her approacliing 
to the cairn Avith a paee that, though slow, was determined. 

When she Avas within two yards of the heap of stones, a figure rose,, 
suddenly up from beliind it,^and Jeauie scarce forbore^o scream aloud 
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at wliat fleeined tJio realization of tlic most frightful of her anticipa- 
tiooa. She constrained herself to silence, howevei^ and, makin;^ a 
(lead pause^ sudered the figure to open the conversation, ^vliich he did, 
by asking, m a voice which notation rendered tremulous and liollow, 
“ Ai'e you the sister of that iff-fated young woman . 

I 1 am^l am the sister of Efile Deans P* exclaimed Jeanie. And 
a^ ever you hope God will hear you at your need, tell me, if you can 
i(dJ, what can be done to save herP' 

” 1 do 7iot hope God wdl hear me at my need,” was the singular 
answer. “ 1 do not deseiwe— I do not expect he will.” This desntn’atc 
wnguage ho uttered in a tone cahner than that with wliich he nad at 
first spoken, probably because the shock of first addressing her was 
what he felt most difficult to overcome. Jeenic remained mute with 
horror to hear language expressed so utterly foreign to all which she 
had ever l)eeu acquainted with, that it sounded in her ears rather like 
that of a fiend than of a human being. The stranger pursued his ad- 
dress to her, without seeming to notice her surprise. “You see 
Ijcfbrc you a wretch, predestined to evil here and hereafter.” 

For the sake of Heaven, that hears and secs us,” said Jeanie, 

(liinia speak in this desperate fashion ! The gospel is sent to the 
cliicf of siiiners—to the moat miserahlc among the miserable.” 

“ Tlien .should I have my own share tlicreiui” said the stranger, if 
yon call it ainftH to have been the destruction of the mother that bore 
me -of the friend that loved me— of the womau^that trusted mo- of 
llio innocent child that was born to me. If to have done all this is to 
1)0 a sinner, and survive it is to be miserable, then am 1 most guilty 
and most miserable indeed.” 

“Then yon are the wicked cause of my sister’s ruin? ” said Jeanie, 
with a natural touch of indignation expressed in her tone of voice. 

“ Curse me for it, if you will,” said the stranger ; “ 1 have well 
aeserved it at your hand.’* 

“It is fitter for me,” said Jeanie, “to jiray to God to forgive 
you.” ♦ 

“ Do as you will, how you will, or what you wnli” he lA'plicd. with 
voliemence ; “only promise to obey my directions, and save your .sisler’s 
lile." 

“ I must first know,” said Jeanie, “ the means you would have mo 
use ill her beiialf.” 

“ No !— you must first siyear— lolemnly swear, tlnat you will employ 
them when I make them known to you.’^ 

“ Surely, it is needless to swear that I will do iilj tluit is lawful to a 
Christian, to save the life of my sister jT 

“ I will have no resci'vation I ” thundered the stranger 5 “ lawful 
or luilawful, Chrisfiaii or heathen, you shall swear to do my best, 
and act by my counsel, or — ^you little kirow whose vnatli you pro- 
voke!” 

“ I will think on what you have said,” said Jeanie, who began to 
get much alarmed at the frantic vehemence of his manner, and dis- 
puted in her owii mind, whether she spoke to a maniac, or an upofttalo 
^irit incarnate— “ X will tkhik on what you say, and let you ken 
to^morr<m.” * • • • 
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“ o^ncslaimed the man \nth a lauffh of ecom—* And 

where TOl I b<S to-morrow?— or, where will you he to-nig'ht, untess 
you ftwear to wnlh: by my eouufelr— there was one accursed deed; 
done at this spot befm'e now j and there shall he another to matcli 
you yield .to my guidance body and soul/' 

AR >1^ spoke, he offered a pistol at the unfortunate young woman. . 
She neither Hod 091 fainted, but sunk on her knees, and asked hiiii“ 
to spare her life; 

I* Is that all you have to sAy ? " said the unmoved niffian, • 

* Do not dij> your hands in the hlood of a defenceless creature that 
has truRted to you/' said Jeanie^ sitill on her knees. ^ 

“D th^ «df you can aay for your Itfe?— Have you no promir-c I0 
fhoi^" ^ destroy your sister, and compel me to shed more 

Christian notliing,” said Jeanie, which is unlawful for a 

cocked the weapon, and held it towards her. 

‘May God forgive you!" she said, pressing her hands forciiily 
against her eves. ^ 

‘‘D^ — ^n l ’ niuttored the man; and. turning aside from her, he 
uncocked tho pi.stoi, and replaced it in his pocket— “ I am a villain,” ] 
no said, isfecpcd in guilt and wi*etchcdness, hut not wicked cnoiigli ' 
lo do YOU any harm! I only wi&hed to terrify you into hsy meosurcR -^ , 
be(^onuM ” *Jho is gone I— Great God.l what a wrolch am 1 

As ho spoke, she recovered hci’Relf from an agony which partook of 
the bitiorness of death; and, in a minute or two, through the strong 
excriuui ot (ler natural sense and courage, collected herself suf&cieutli^ 
intended hev no personal injury, 

1 would not add to the murder of your 
sl^tc^, and of her clnld, that of any one belonging to her 1— Mad, 
irantie, as 1 am, and unrestrained by cither fear or mercy, given up to 
tiic posaessioii of m enl being, and ioi'sakeu by ^1 that% good, 1 
would not ^mrt yajo, were the world offered me a briboT But, 
lor tac .sake of an that is deai' to you, sweai* you will follow mv ‘ 
counsel, lake this weapon, shoot me through tlie hcail, and witli^ 
j'our own hand revenge your sister'.s wrong, only follow the course — 
t I ^ ^’<!wr.so, by whicli her life cap be saved.'^ 

* V Innocent or guilty ? *' 

of eyerything, but of having trusted a 
1 Jllaiii . 1 ct, liajl V not been lor those that were worse than I am— 

iSalUm ^ ***^*^ ^ though ! am bad nideed— tliis misery had not 


child— does it live?” said .lelmie. 
.ISO; it was murdered — the new-born infant wi 


niurdcrod,' 
‘'bujL” he 


Wfl.^ barlmrously 


Jie Uttered in a lovr, yet stcni and sustained voice:- 
^,Vi ^ hastily, ‘' not by her knowledge or consent.” 

^ brought to justice, and tho 

** lorraent me not with questions which can servo^no nurnose ” 

stonily r^plted-U The deei wss done by tboso fl? 
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froth pursuit, nnd safe enoiiffh from discovi^ry I— No one ean saro 
Ellie Imt yoursdfl” 

“ WoV» me! how is it in my power?*' asked Jeatiie>in despondency. 

“Hearken to mel-^yba have sense— you can apprehend my 
mctinin«'— I will trust you. Your sister, is innocent of the crime 
char^rc^ a«-ainst her ** ^ % 

“ Thank (?od for that 1” said Jeanic. t 

“Bo still and licarken !— The person who aasi.sted her in her illnoas 
murtlered the child ; but it was witlioiit tiie n)other*s luiowledge or 
^consent.— She is therefore ^,^iiltless, ds g^uilUess' as tho unhappy 
innocent, that but ^aspe<i a few minutes in this unhappy world— the 
better was its liap to ne so bOou at re^. She is innocent as tliat 
infant and yet sho must die— it is impossible to clear her of the 
law!” 

“Cannot the m*etches be discovered, and given uj) to piinish- 
mont?” aaidJeanie. 

“ IDo you think you will persuade tliose who are hardened in guilt 
to die to save anotiier 1— Is that tho reed you would lean to ? 

“But 3 "ou said tHere was a remedy,” again gasped out the terrified 


young woman. 

“ lliere ift,” answered the stranger, “ and it is in your own hands. 
Tlie blow whjflh tho law JiJms emmot he broken by dii eclly encounter- 
ing it, but irtjay be tiinied aside. You saw your sister during the 
])criod preceding tho birtli of her clnld— whatr is so natural as that 
she should liave, mentioned her condition to you? The doing so 
would, as their cant goes, take the case from under tlie statute, for it 
removes the quality of concealment. I know their jargon, and have 
I’.rtd sad cause to know it ; and tlm quality of concealment is essential 
to this statuiot’y offence,(^^) Nothiug* is bo natural os that Effie should 
have mentioned her condition to you— think— i*cfiect—l am positive 
tlml she did,” 

“ Wo*s me 1 ” said Jeanic, “ she never spoke to me <m the subject, 
hut gi’at sorely when 1 spoke to her about her aitei ed looks, niuf the 
change oii her spirits,” • • 

“ You asked her questions on the subject ? ” he said eagerly. “ You 
must remember her iinswcr was, a confession that she liad been 
ruined by a villain— yes, lay a strong einidiasis on that — a cruel false 
villain call it— any other namq is unnecessary; and that she bore 
uudov her bosom the consequences of his gruilt and her folly ; and 
ttjat be had assured her he would provide safely for her approaching 
illuoss— Well he kept Ids word ! ” These last yords he spoke as it 
were to himself, and with a violent gesture cu self-accusation, and 
then calmly proceeded, “ Yop will remember all this ?— That is all 
tliat is neebssary to be said.” . , 

“ But I cannot remember,** answered Jeaiiie with simjdicity, “ that 


which ICffic never told me.” , . 

“ Are you so dull — so very dull of apprehension ? ” hg exclaimed, 
suddenly grasping her arm, and holding it firm in his hand. “ I tell 
you (speaking between his tectli, and under his breath, but with 
wcat energy), you munt remember that she told you all this, 
wliolh*r she ever said a syllabic of it or no. Yo# must repeat thia- 
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tale, in which thove is no falsehood, except in so far as it was not told 
to you, before these Justices— Justicitt^— -whatever they call their 
bloodthirsty court, and save your sister from bein^r murdered, and 
them from becoming murderers. Do not hesitate— 1 pledge life and 
salvation, that in saying what I have said, you will only speak the 
simple tffuth.” ' ^ 

“But,” replied Jennie, whose judgment was too accurate not to see 
the sophistry of tins argument, “i shall be man-sworn in the very 
tiling in wliicdi my testimony is wanted, for it is the concealincnt for 
wliicii poor Efile is blamed, and you would make me tell a falsehood 
unent it.” 

“1 sec,” he said, “my first suspicions of you were right, «ml that 
you will let your sister, innocent, fair, and guiltless, pxcept in trusting 
a villain, die the deatii of a murderess, ratner than bestow the breath 
of your mouth and the sound of your voice to save her.” 

* I wad ware the best blood in my body to keep her skaitbloss,” said 
Jeaiiic, weeping in bitter agony, “hut 1 canna change right into wrang, 
or make that true which is false.” 

“Foolish, hard-hearted girl,” said the stranger, “are you afraid 
of what they may do to you? I tell you, even the retainers of the 
law, who course life as grey-hounds do hares, will rmoice at the 
escape of a creature so young — so beautiful; that they will not 
suspect your tale; that, if they did suspect it, tligr Wt»uld consider 
you as desemug, not only of forgiveness, but of praise for your 
natural affection?” 

“It is not man X fear,” said Jeaiiie, looking upward ; “thcOod. 
whoso name I must call on to witness the truth of what 1 say, he will 
k!iow the fidsehood.” 

“ And ho will know the motive,” said the stranger, eagerly ; “ he will 
Iviiow tliat you are doing this — ^not for lucre of gain, but to save tlio 
life uf tlio innocent, and prevent the commission of a worse crime 
than that w'liicli the law seeks to avenge.” 

^ “ lie has given ns a law,” said Jeanie, “for tlic lamp of our patJi ; 
if* w'e stray ^from ij we err against knowledge— 1 may not do evil, 
oven that good inay come out of it. But you—you that ken all this 
to he true, which 1 inu.st take on your word,— you that, if I undor- 
'^t<u)d w hat you said e’en now, promised her sliclter and protection in 
lier travail, why do not i/ou step forw:ard, and bear leal and soothfast 
evidence iu lier behalf, as ye may with a clear conscience ?” 

“To whom do you talk of a clear conscience, woman?” said-he, 
with a sudden fierepness which renewed her tcrroi-s, — “to 7 «cf^I 
i;Jiave not knowii one aor many a year. Bear witness in her behalf?— 
la projier witness, that, oven to >^eak these few words to a woman of 
so little con-se^uonce as yourself, must choose sucli an hour and such 
J;,a place as this. When you sec owls and bats fly abroad, like larks, 
dn the sunshine, you may expect to see such as I am in the assemblies 
jof meiK—Iluah— listen to that.” 

! A voice wiis heard to sipg one of those wild and monotonous strains 
^ so common in Scotland, aimto which the natives of that counti-y chant 
yiieir old ballads. The sound ceased— then came nearer, and waa 
^cnewxd > the strsaiger Ustened attentively, still holdiiig Jeauii^by tho 



TflE HjSAJlT OF MlO-LOTfllAxV. 


arm (ns she stood by him in motionless terror), as if to prevent her 
interrupting the strain by speaking: or stirriiij^f. When the sounds 
were renewed, the words W’ere distinctly audible ; 

“ Wlion the jflodc's In the blue cloud, 

Tin* lavrock lies still ; 

When tlic liounti’s In the fircen-Woofl, 

The hind keeps the hill/' ^ 

The person who sunff kept a strained and powerful voice at its highest 
pitdh, so that it could be lieard at a very considerable distance. As 
^ the song ceased, tlioy might hear a stifled sound, as of steps and 
whispers of persons approaching them. Tlie song was again raised, 
but the tune was changed : 

“ 0 sleep yo sound, Sir Jnmes. she said, 

W^hen yc suld rise and ride; 

There’s twenty men wi’ bow and blade, 

Are aecSdng whore yo hide." 

“ I dare stay no longer,*' said the stranger ; “ return homo, or remain 
till they come un-fyou liave nothing to tear— but do not tell you saw 
me —your sisters fate is in your bauds." So saying, he turned from 
her, and with a swift, yet cautiously noiseless step, plunged into the 
darkness on the side most remote from the sounds which they heard 
ujiproachm^uul was soon lost to her siglit. Jcuuie remtuued by the 
cairn terrinSl beyond expression, and uncertain whether she ought 
to fly homeward witli all the speed she could exert, or wrait the ap- 
proach of those who were advancing towards her. This uncertainty 
detained her so long, that she now distinctly saw two or three figures 
already so near to licr, that a precipitate flight would liave been etiually 
fruitless and impolitic. ^ 


CHAPTER XVI. 

81io speaks things in ilonbt, 9 

That carry imt linh soiwo: hor Speech Is ooUiIns:, 

Yet the uiisUiiped u;jo of it doth move 
Tlio hearers to collection ; they atm at it, 

And botch the w ovds up to fit Uielr own thoughts. 

« HamM. 

liTKB the digressive poet Ariosto, I find myself under the necessity 
‘ of connecting the branches of ray story, by taking up the adventures 
of another of the character, and bfinging tliem down to the point 
fit which we Imvc left those of Jeanie Deans. It is not, perhaps, the 
most artificial way of teUiiig a story, but it has the advantage of 
sparing the necessity of resuming wiint a knitter (if stockmg looms 
liave left such a person in the land) might c^l our “ dropp^ stitches ;** 
H labour in which the author generally toils much, without gettmg 
cTedit for his pains. , * .. 

“ I could risk A sma* wad," said the clerk to the magistrate* that 
•tfiis rascal Rat^Me, if he were insured of his neck's safety, could do 
more, than ony ten of our police-people and conslablcs, toJielp us to 

^ . t • 
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get eut of tins Kcrape of Portenns’s. ITc is wool acqnent wl’ a’ the 
fttrtUffglerri, thieves, and banclitH about K(linl)iir;>li ; and, indeed, he 
may be cjdlod the father of a' tiie raisdoers in Scotland, for he has 
giftsed amaiiff them for these twenty years by tlic name of JDaddie 

“ A b4if'nny sort of a Ronundrel,’’ replied the magistrate, to expect ^ 
a phice uiHier the oit;y !” . , , , 

“ Besyjfinff )our Imnoiiv’s pardon,” snid the city's procurator-hscfil, 
upon whom the diitioa of superintendent of police devolved, ' Mr 
Fairscrieve U perfectly in the ri|fht. It is just sic as Ratcliffe that ^ 
the town needs in niy ilepartmeut; an* if sae be that he’s disposed to* 
turn his knowledge to the city service, yell no find a better man. — 
Ye’ll #rct Tiae saints to be Bearchers for ui\cnMtoni(*tl g-0(»(is, or for 
thieves and sic like and .your decent sort of men, religious pro- 
fessors, and broken tradesmen, that arc jmt into the like o^ sic 
trust, can do nae ffude ava. They nre fc‘ared for tliis, and they are 
scrupulous about fliat, and they arena free to tell a lie, tlioiifrli it nutv 
be for the benefit of the city; and they dinna like to be iiiii at irro'^ular 
hours, and in a dark canid uiflrht, and they like a cVnit ower the evonn 
tar w^iUir ; and sac between ibe fear o* God, and the fear n’ nuui, and 
the fear o' ^rettin;? a snir throat, or sair bancs, there s a dozen o'* our 
city-fi)lk, hnitli waiter*!, and officers, and conatables, that can fiiul out 
iiaelhin^j but a wee bit skuliliuhh^ry for the henefif Kirk-trca- 
surer. Jock Porteous, that’s stiff and stark, puir fallow, w as worth a 
dozen o’ tliem; for he never liad any fears, or scj ii])]os, or doubts, or • 
conseience, about onylliin^r yonr honours bade him.” 

“lie was a ifiule s<‘rvant o' tlie town,” said tlie Baihe, “ l:hou^^l^ lie 
was an ower free-liAinjy man. But if you really think tlii^, rascal 
IJatelilVo could do us oiiy service in diaeoverin^; th<‘iie malelinlors. I 
would insure him litV^ reward, and promotion. It’s an awsoine thin^- 
this mi^elianee for the city. Mr Fairscrieve. It will be ^ery ill taeh 
wi' abiine stairs. (Jueeu Caroline, (to <1 bless her. is a woimm— at 
least I jndi^e sue, and it’s nae treason to speak my mind sae tiir— mid 
ye iiiayj)e ken a^* wi^el as I do, for yc hae a housekeeper, tlioijiih yo 
arena a married man, that W'omen are wilfu’, and do>vmihide a 
And it will sound ill in her ears, that sic a confused mistake suld eoiiie^ 
to pass, and uacbody sae mucklc as to be put into the Tolbooth about 
it’ * . 

"If ye thoujfht that, sir” said the procurator-fiscal, "wc could 
easily dap into the prison a few bioiikgfuards upon sn^piciuii. It will 
. have a f?ude active took, and I hae aye plenty on tny list, tliat w adna 
. bo a hair the waur%f a W'Cdk or twa\ im]>rihOnment ; and if ye 
thouglit it no strictly just, ye could be just the i'lirfier w'i’ them the 
; newt time they did onything to deseiwe it; they arena tlie soil lo be 
' lan^r o’ jtfieinjr yc an opportunity to clear scores wu' them on that 
4iocount.” 

“ I doubt that will liardly do in this caae^ Mr Bharnitlaw,” returned 
the town-clerk ; " tliey’ll run tlioir letters,*, and be aurift again, b^ore ^ 
ye ken where yc are.” 

I A Scottish form of procodare, fn «oi&Q Vettvocta tff tlio EntUflh muM ^ 

CorpuA e " . 
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“ I will speak to the Lord Provost,^ said the maifiatratc, “ about 
Ratcliffe’a business. Mr Sharpitlaw, you will go with roe, and re- 
ceive instructions— something may lie made too out of this story of 
Butler's and his unknown gentleman— I know no business any fnnn 
has to swagger about in the King’s Park, and call himself tlie de> il, 
to the lerror of honest folks, who diima care to hear mair about the 
devil tilan is said from the pulpit on the Sabbatlv I cnimot think the 
preacher liimsell wad be heading the mob, though the time has been, 
they liae been as forward in a bruilzie as their neighbours.” 

“But these times arc lang by,” said Mr Sharpitlaw. "In niy 
father’s time, there was mair search for silenced ministers about the 
Bow-head and the Covenant-close, and all the tents of Kedar, as tbev 
ca’d the dwellings o’ the godly iii those days, than there’s now for 
thieves and vagabonds in the Laigh Galton and the back o’ the 
Canoiigate. But that time’s weel by, an it bide. And if the Bailie 
will get me directions and authority from the Provost, I’ll H|)€^‘^l; wi’ 
Doddie Rat mysell ; for I’m thinking I’ll make mair out o’ him tlmii 
ye’ll do.” 

Mr Sharpitlaw,*eing necessarily a man of high trust, was accord- 
ingly empowered, in the course of the day, to make such arrange- 
ments, as might seem in the emergency most advantageous ibr the 
Good Town. He went to the jail accordingly, and saw RateJitfe. in 
private. ^ ** 

The relative positions of a police-officer andlfi professed thief bear 
a ditferent complexion, according to circumstances. The most ob- 
vious simile of a hawk pouncing npon his prey is ofUui least anpli- 
cablc. Sometimes the guardian of justice has the air of a cut watclnng 
a mouse, and, while he siispcnds liisimrpose of springingupon llu* pil- 
ferer, takes care so to calculate hm*motions that hi; shall not got 
beyond his power. Sometimes, more passive still, he uses the art of 
fascination ascribed to the ratUesnake, and cont(*.nls himself with 
glaring on the victim, through all his devious Ihittorings ; certaiji 
that his terror, confusion, ana disorder of ideas, av ill bring him into 
his jaws at last. The interview between RatclStte umf ShnrpitJaw 
had' an aspect diflferent from all these. TJiev sat for tivc mimites 
silimt, on oiiposite sides of a small table, and looked fixedly at each 
other, with a sharp, knowing, and alert cast of countenance, not un- 
mingled witli an inclination to laugh, and resembled, more than any- 
thing else, two dogs, who, preparing for a game at romps, are seen 
to conch down, and remain in that i)osture for a little time, 
watching each other’s movements, ai4 waiting ;,fhich shall begin tlic 
game. 

“ *So,Mr Ratdifife” said the officer, conceiving il suited his dignity 
to sneak first, "you give up business, 1 find ? ” 

"Yes, sir,” replied Ratciiffe; “I shall be on that Jay nac mair — 
and 1 think that will save your folk some trouble, Mr Sijarpitbiw ? ” 

“Whicli Jock Dnigleish” (then finisher of the law in^he Hcottish 
metropolis) "wad save theta as easily,” returned the proem ator- 
fiscal. 

“ Ay ; if 1 waited in the Tolbooth here to have him fit my cravat-^ 
but tlnifc’s,an idle way o’ speaking, Mr Sharpiilawf’ 
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suppose you know you are under sentence of death, Mr 
Ratclifte ? ” rejdied Mr Sharpitlaw. 

*‘Ay, so area/ as thatwortliy minister said in the Tolbooth Kirk 
the day Robertson wan off; but naebody kens when it will bo exe- 
cuted. Gude faitlij he liad better reason to say sae than he dreamed 
of, before the play was played out that morning I " , 

This Robertson,” said Shanjitlaw, in a lower and somethinff like 
a confidential tone, “ d’ye ken, Rat — ^that is, can ye gie ua ony inkling 
where he is to be heard tell o' ? ” ' 

“ Troth, Mr Sharpitlaw, I’ll be frank wi' ye j Robertson is rather a 
cut abune me<-a wild deevil he was, and mony a daft prank he play- * 
ed ; but except the Collector's job that Wilson led nim into, and 
some tuilssies about run goods wi' tbo gaugers, and the waiters, he 
never did onything that came near our line o* business.” 

Umph ! that’s singular, considering the company he kept.” 

“ Fact, upon my honour and credit/’ said Ratcliffe, gravely. ”He 
kcepit out o' our uttle bits of affairs, and that’s mair than Wilson did ; 
I hae dune business wi' Wilson afore now. But the lad will come on 
in time ; there's nae fear o’ liim ; naebody will live »ihe life he lias led, 
but what he’ll come to sooner or later.” 

“ Who or what is he, Ratcliffe ? you know, I suppose ? ” said Sharp- 
illaw. 

He's better bom, I judge, than I# cares to let on^he's been a 
soldier, and be lias been a play-actor, and I watna what he has been 
or hasiia been, for as young as he is, sae that it had daffiug and nou- 
Bonse about it.” 

“ Pretty pranks he has played in his time, I suppose ? ” 

” Ye may say that,” saiu Ratcliffe, with a sardonic smile ; '‘and’' 
(touching his nose) “a deevil amang the lasses.” 

“Like enough,” said Sharpitlaw. ” Weel, Ratcliffe, I’ll no stand 
niffering wi' ye ; ye ken the way that favour's gotten in my office : ye 
maun be usefu'." 

” Certainly, sir, to the best of my power— nacthing for naething— 1 
ken the rule of the office,” said the cx-depredator. 

“ Now the principal thing in hand e'en now,” said the official ])erson, 
‘MathisjobofPorteous's; an ye can gie us a lift— why, the inner 
turnkey s office to begin wi’, and the chptaiuBhip in lime — ye uiulcr- 
btand my meaning ? ^ 

” Ay, troth do I, sir; a wink's as gude as a nod to a blind horse ; 
but Jock For teous’s job— Lord help ye !— I was under seuteuce the 
haill time. God ! lit I couldua help laughing when I heard Jock 
skirling for mercy in the lads’rf hands I Mony a het skin ye hao gien 
me, n%hbour, thought I, tak ye what's gaun 5 tin?e about^s fair play ; 
ye’ll ken now what hanging's gude for.” 

“Come, come, this is Si nonsense, Rat,” said the procurator. 

“ Ye canna creep out at tliat hole, lad; you must speak to the point 
—you underetand me— if you want favour; gif-gaf makes gude friends, 
ye ken.? 

-n ^ speak to the point, as your honour ca's it,” said 

Ratcliffe, demurely, aud with an air of great simplicity, “ when ye kcp» 
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' I was tindi'i* sentence, and in the atrongf room a’ the while the job wa.^ 
goinff on ? 

“ And how can we turn ye hiose on the public again, Dtiddio Rat, 
unless ye do or say something to deserve it? *’ 

“Well, then, d~u itl” answered the cnminal, “since it maun bo 
sae, I saw Geordie llobertspn among tbe boys Utat brake tha jail ; 1 
sup^s j that will do me some gude ?" ^ 

“That’s speaking to the purpose, indeed,” said the oilice-bearcr ; 
“ and now, Rat, where think ye we’ll find him ?” 

“ Beil hoet o' me kens ” said Ratclifie, “ he’ll no likely gang back 
Ato ony o' his auld howflfs; he 'll. be off the country by this time. He 
lias gude friends some gate or other, for a' the life he's led ; he's been 
weel educate." 

“ He’ll grace the gallows the better ; ” said Mr Sharpitlaw ; “ a 
desperate dog, to murder an officer of the city for doing his duty ! 
Wha kens wha's turn it might bo next ?— But you saw lain plainly ? *' 

“As plainly as I see you." 

“ How was he dressed ? " said Sharpitlaw. 

“ 1 C(mldna week see ; something of a woman’s hit mutch on his 
bead ; but ye ne^^er saw* sic a ca’- throw. Ane couldua hue ecu to 
a’lhiiig.” 

“ But did he speak to no one ?" said Sharpitlaw. 

“ They w^ i? speaking ainfc gabbling tliroijgh other,” said Rat- 
oliffe, who was obviously unwilling to carry his evidence farther than 
^ he could possibly help. 

“ 'This will not do, Ratcliffo,” said the j)rociirator ; “ 3'ou must speak 
Ottf— 0?//— owjf,” tapping the table emphatically, as he repeated that 
impressive monosyllable. 

“ It’s very hard, sir,” said the prisoner; “ and but for the under- 
turnkey's place ” 

“ And the reversion of the captruncy— the captaincy of the Tolbooth, 
man— that is, in case of gude behaviour.” 

“Av, ay,” said Ratchife, “gude behaviour!— there’s the deevil. 
And then It’s waiting for dead tidk’a shoon into tlfe ba^ain.” 

“But Robertson's head will weigh something,” said Sharpitlaw; 
“ something gay and heavy, Rat ; the town maun show cause— tliat’s 
•right and reason— and then ye’ll hae freedom to eiyoy your gear 
honestly.” 

“ I dinna ken," said Ratclifie; “ it’s a ouecr w'ay of beginning the 
trade of honesty —bn t dcil roa care. W eel, then, 1 lieard and saw him 
speak to the wench Effie Deans, that ’sup therefor child-murder.” 

“ The deil you did ! Rat, this is fintlmg a mAivs’s nest wi’ a wit- 
ness.— And tne man that spoke to Butler in the Park, and that was 
to meet wi* Jcanic Deans at Muschat’s Cairn — whew ! Jay that and 
that together ? As sure as I live he’s been the fallier of tlie lassie’s 
wean.” 

“ Tliere hae been waur guesses than that, I’m thinking,” observed 
w R atclifie, turning his quid of tobacco in his cheek, and squirting out 
the juice. “ I heard something a while syne about his drawing up wi' 
a bonny quean about the Pleasaunts, and tliat it was a' Wilson could 
• ud to keep him ffae marrying her." ^ • 
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ITere a city officer entered, and told Sliai*]ntlaw that th^ had the 
woman in custody whom lie liad directed them to bring before him. 

It’s little matter now,” said he, " the thing is taking another 
turn ; however, George, ye may bring her in.” 

The offircr retired, and introduced, upon his return, a tall, strap- 
ping wQjicli of eighteen or twenty, dressed fantastically, iu a sort of 
bints riding-jacket, with tarnhdied lace, her hair clubbed like t'utrt of a 
man, a Iliglilaiid bonnet, and a bunch of liroken feathers, a riding- 
skirt (or petticoat) of scarlet camlet, embroidered with tarnished 
flowers. Iler features were coarse and masculine, yet at a litile dis- 
tance, by dint of veryliright wild-looking black eyes, an aquiline nose, . 
nnd a coniniJinding j»rofile, appeared rather handsome. She flourished 
tin* switch she held in her hand, dropped a' curtsy os low as a lady at 
a birth-night introduction, rec(>vered herself seemingly according to 
Tonch'itone’s directions to Audrey, and opened the convei’sation with- 
out waiting till any questions were asked. 

“ GojI gie your honour gude e’en, and raonv o’ them, bonny Mr 
Shiir]>itln.w !-"Gudc e’en to ye, Paddle Hatton— they tauld me ye were 
hanged, man ; or did ye get out o’ John Dalglcislt'a hands like holf- 
haiigit Maggie T)ixou ? ” 

“ Whislit, yc daft jaiul,” said Eatdiffe, ‘^and hear what’s said to 

ye." 

Wi’ a’ iwy heart, Hatton. Great preferment for Madge to 
he brought up the street wi’ a grand man, wi’ a coat a’ passemented 
wi’ worst‘t-lace, to speak wi’ provosts, and bailies, and town-clerks, 
and prokitors, at this time o’ day— ' and t-lie haiil town lookiagat me 
loo— This is honour on earth for aneal ” 

“ Ay,- Madge,” said Mr Slmrpitlaw, in a coaxing tone; “ and ye’re 
dres-KHl out. in your braws, losee; these are not your everyday’s 
claitlw yo have on.” 

** Poll bo in my fingers, then!” said Madge— " Eh, sirs ” (observ-' 
iug lUitler come inte the apartment), "there’s a minister in the Tol- 
bofith— who w’iJl ctv’ it a graceless place now ? — ^I'se warrant Im's in for 
Ihc glide auid caas6— but it's benac cause o' mine," and off slio went 
into a song. 


Air cavoiisTi, bo ftr cavnUersi 
I Diib A dub, dub a d,ub ; 

Haro at old BecteelriK— 

OUyer** sqUeat^lng fox ibar/* 

Id you ever see that mad woman before smd ShorptUaw to 

"ffot to my knowledge, sir," replied Butler. 

" 1 thought as mueli said !he procurator-fiscal, looking towards 
Hiitciilfc, who answered his glance with a mod of acfiuiescenco andino 
telligenre. 

I^t that is Madge Wildfire, as she calls herself,” said the man of 




‘ Ay, That I am ” said Madge, "and that I have been ever since I 
was somctliing better— Heigh ho”— (and something like melancholy 
dwelt on her feat ires for a minute)—" but I canna mind when tliat‘ 
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was - it was lawff syne, atony rate, ami Tfl ne’er faafe my thumb about 
it.— 

tflaiiCR 1I1C6 the wUdflre throue^h country mid toiim, 

2 '»i seen on the causeway— I 'in leaD ou the duwuj 
‘ The tlghtnUig that ttnstics so brlg^ht and so fl-ee, 

* Is Bciircidy BO UK the or so bonny as me.’* 

"HafKl yonr tonafue, ye skirling UmmerT’ said the officer, %ho had 
actod as master of the ceremonies t« tins extraordinary performer, 
aiid^wito was rather scandalized at the freedom of her demeanour be- 
fort* a person of Mr Sharpithiw’s imp<»rtance— “ baud your toijg^ue,or 
. 1 'se g:ie ye something to skirl for I # 

“ J^et her alone, Georg^e,” said Sharpitlaw, “dinna piit her out o’ 
tune; I hae some questions to ask her— But first, Mr JfiUtler, take 
another look of her. 

“Do sac, minister — do sac,” cried Madge: “I am as wed w'orth 
looking at as ony book in jour alight.— And I can sny the single ear- 
ritdi, ai>d the douhle CHrrllch, and justification, and efieduai catling, 
and the assembly of divines at Wostniinstcr, that is” (she lulded in a 
low tone), “1 cou]^ say them anes-'but it’s lang syno-^nud ane for- 
gets, ^c ken.” And poor Madge heaved another deep sigh. 

“ Week sir,” said Mr Sharpitlaw to Butler, “ what think ye now ? " 
“As 1 did before,” said Butler; “that I never saw the poor de- 
mented creijjjiire in mv life before.” 

“ Then she is not tfie nerson whom you said, .the rioters last night 
dcwilied as Madgo' Wilafire ? ” ' 

“ kJertain ly nov ’ said Butler. “ They may be near the same height, 
for they are both tall, but 1 see little other resemblance.” 

“ Their dross, tlien, is not alike?” said Sharpitlaw. 

“ICot in tlie least,” said Butlcw.^ - 

“ Miulge, my bonny woma.n,” said ^larpitlaw, in the same coaxing 
manner, “ wbat did j e do wi' your ilka-days’ claise yesterday ? ” 

I dinna mind,” miid Madge, 

“ Whore was yo yesterday at o’en, Madge ? ” 

“ I diiuia mind ony thing about yesterday,” antwered Madg'O ; “ae 
(lay is enough for onybody to wun ower wi’ at a time, and ower mucLIe 
sometimes.^ • 

“ But ma vbe, Madge, ye wad mind flomething about it, tf I lyas to gie 
ye this half-crowu ? ^ said Sharpitlaw, taking out the piaco of money. 
“ 'J'hat might me laugh, Ifut it couldna gar me mind.” 

“But, Miidge,^' continued Sharpitlaw, “were 1 to send you to tUo 
wark-house in Leith Wyud, and gar Jock Dalgldsh lay the tawse on 

your back ” • 

“That wad gar mofitcet,” said Madge, sobbing, but it couldna 
gar me mind, ye k^n.’’^ . ^ 

“She is ower far past reasonable folk’s motives, «ir,” said RatclifTe, 
‘’to mind siller, or John Dnlglcish, or the ent-and-niiKj-laiU cither; 
but 1 think I could gar her tcU us something.” 

„ “ Try her, then, Katdillb ” said Sharpitlaw, “for I anptired of her 

crazy pate, aiui be d— d to her.” 

^ “ Madge,” said Katclifib, “ have ye ony joes now ? ” 

“ An on} bod/ ask ye, say ye dinna ken —Set to bc*spcaking 
('Fmy joes, ft ullH)adoio Button 1" ^ • 
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" I dare Bay, yehae dcil atie ? " 

“ See if I haena then,” Raid Madge, with the to4B of the head of 
affronted beaiity—“theie*3 Uob tlie Ranter, and Will Pleraing, and 
then there’s Geordie Robertson, lad— that’s Gentleman Qcordie— what 
think ye o* that?” 

KatcljiTe laughed, and, winking to the proctirator-fiscalj pursued the 
inquiry in his own way. “ But, Madge, the lads only like yb when 
ye nae on your brawt— they wadna touch you wi’ a pair o’ tangs when 
you are in your auld ilka-uay ra^.” # 

“ Ye’re a lecingauld sorrow then,” replied the fair one; "for Gen- 
tle Geordie Robertson put my ilka-days’ clai^^c on his ain bonny sell 
yestreen, and ^d a’ through the town wi’ them ; and gawsie and 
grand he lookit, like ony queen in the land.” 

“ I dinna believe a wortf o’t,” said Ratcliffe, with another wiuk to 
the procurator. ^ Thac duds were a* o’ the colour o’ moonshine in 
the water, I’m tliinking Madge— The gown wad be a sky-blue scarlet, 
I'se warrant ye ?” 

“It was nae sic thing” Raid Madge, whose unretontive memory let 
out. in the eagerness of contradiction, all that shf would have most 
wished to keep concealed, had her judgment been equal ioliorinclin- 
atiou. “It was neither scarlet nor sky-blue, but mv ain auld brown 
thresliie-coat of a short-gown, and my mother’s auld mutch, and my 
red rokclay— and he giod me a croun and a kiss for thaiiise o’ them, 
blessing on his bonny face— though it’s been a dear ane fo me.” 

“ And where did he change his clothes again, liinnie ? ” said Sharp- 
itla'^ in his most conciliatory manner. 

“The procurator’s spoiled a’,” observed Ratcliffe, dr) ly. 

And it was even so ; for the question, put iu so direct a shape, iin- 
mcdintely awakened Madge to, the propriety of being reserved npoii 
those very topics on which Ratcliffe had indirectly seduced her to be- 
come communicative. 

“ What was't ye were speeriuff at us, sir?” she resumed, w'iih an 
appearance of stolidity so speedily assumed, as Hhowed there was a 
good deal o^kuaverf/' mixed with her folly. 

♦ “I asked you,” said the procurator, “at what hour, and to what 
place, llobeftsoA brought hack your clothes.” 

“ Uol^ertson ?— Lord baud a care o* ns ! what Robertson ? ” 

“Why, the feUowwc were speaking of, Gentle Geordie, ns you call 
him. " 

“ Geordie Gentle! ” answered Madge, with well-feigned amazement 
— “ 1 dinna ken naebody they ca’ Geordie Gentle.” 

“Come, mYjo,",BaW Slianiitiaw, “this will not do; you must tell 
;,us what you did with these clotlies of yours.” 

Madge Wildfire made no answer, unless the liuestion may seem 
Connected ytitli the snatch of aaong with which she indulged the em- 
han’ossed investigator 

*' What dia ye wi’ the hi idal ring— hrldal i mg— ’)rklftl i ing 7 
WaatdhI ye wl’ your wcading ring, yehtllc cutty quean, 0? 

I glcd it till a sodger, a scKlji^r, a «o<lgei, 

1 gied It till a soUgcr, an auld true love o* mine, 0." 

Of all t,hc madyromen who have sung and said, since the days of 
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Ilaiiilet the Dane, if Ophelia he the most affoctin^, Madge Wildfire 
was the most provokinff. 

The procnrator-fiscal was in despair. “I'll take some mcasnroa 
with this Bess of Bedlam/' said he, “ that shall make her iiud 
her tongue." 

“ Wii your favour, sir," said Ratcliffe^ ““better let her mind settle 
a little— -Ye have aye made put something." 

“ Time," said the official person ; “a brown short-gown, mutch, red 
rokflay— that agrees with your Madge Wildfire, Mr’ Butler ? " But- 
ler agreed that it did so. “ Yes, there wms a sufficient motive for 
taking this crazy creature's dress and name, nrhile he was about such 
a job." 

“ And I am free to aajr now,” said Ratcliffe* 

“When you see it has come out without you," intenmpted Sharpit- 

. “ Just sae, sir," reiterated Ratcliffc. “I am free to say now, since 
it's come out otherwise, tliat these were the clotlica 1 saw Robertson 
wearing last night in the jail, when he was at the head of the rioters." 

“ That's direct evidence," said Sharpitlaw ; “ stick to that, Rat — 
I will report favourably of you to the provost, for I have business fijr 
YOU to-night. It wears late ; I must home and get a snack, and 1*11 
be hack in the evening. Keep Madge with you,Ilatchlfe, And try to 
get her intcA good tunc agmii." So saying, Jie left the prison. 


CHAPTER XVIL 

Awl, Rome tljcy wlilstlea^ftlla some they saiiff, 

Ana (tome did loudly Hay, 

Whenever Lord Uamard's horn it blew, 

“Away, MuHjfrnvc away.” 

/fullaU of L itile Musffrave. 

When the man of office returned to the Heart of Mid^TiOlhian, ho 
resumed his conference witli Ratclific, of whose experience and 
assistance ho now held himself secure. “You must speak with tluM 
wench, Rat— this Effie Deans— you must sift her a wee bit; for as 
sure as a tether she will ken Robertson's haunts— till her, Rat— till 
her without delay." 

“ Craving your pardon, Mr Sharpitlaw," said the turnkey elect, 
“ that's what 1 am not free to do." 

“ Free to do, man ? what the deil ails ye now ?— I thought we had 
settled a' that?” • 

“ I dinna ken, sii*," said Ratcliffo; “ I hae spoken to this Effie— she’.s 
strange to this place and to its ways, and to a' our ways, Mr Sharpit- 
law ; and she greets, the silly tawpie, and she's breaking lier heart 
already about this wild chield ; and were she the means o',taking him, 
she wad break it outright.” 

“ She wunna hae time, lad," said Sliarpitlaw ; “ the woodie will 
^lae its »jn o' her before that— a womau's heart takes a lang time^o' 
breaking." • • 
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“ That's aoconhug to th^ stuff they arc inado o’, sir/ replied Bat- 
cliffe-“Jiut to make a lang: talc short, I capna undeTtadte the jal>. 

It js^aug’s against my consoienco.” 

Your conscit'jicc, Rat?” said Sharpitlaw, ivith a snecri which the 
reader will probably think very natural upon the occasion. 

“ Ou ay,, sir," answered llatcliffc, calmly, just my consrienco ; 
a'body 1ms a conscience, though it may be ill wuimin at it. 1 think y 
mine's as wed out o’ the gate as maist folk’s are ; and yet it’s just like 
the iiooj> of my elbow, it whiles gets a bit dirl on a corner." * 

“ Wed, Rat," replied Shari)itUw, since ye are niilsj, I’ll speak to 
the hussy m^’scll." ^ ^ ^ ^ 

SharpUlaw, accordingly, caused himself to 1)0 introduced into tho 
little d;irk apartment tenanted by tba unfortunate Effie Deans. The 
poor girl was seated on her little flock-bed, plunged in a deep reverie. 
Some food stood on the table, of a quality better than is usually sup- 
plied to prisoners, but it was untouched. The person under whose 
care she was more piirticnlarly placed, said, > Uiat sometimes she 
tasted naethiug from the lac end of the fom-and-twenty hours to the 
t’other, except a drink of water." * 

iSharpitlaw took a chair, and, commanding the turnkey to retire, 
ho opened the conversation, endeavouring to throw into his tone 
and counionance as much commiseration as they were capable of 
expressing, for the one was sharp and hax'sh, the other %, acute, and 
aelHsh. 

** How’s a’ wi’ ye, Effie?-How d’ye find yourself, lunny ?" 

A deep sigh was the only answer. 

Are the folk civil to ye, Efhe ?— it’s my duty to inquire." 

" V cry civil, sir,” said Effie, compelling fierseft to answer, yet hardly 
knowing what she said, 

“ And vour victuals,” continued SharpUlaw, in the same condoling 
tone—** do you get what you like ? — or is there ony thing you would 
particularly fancy, na your health seems but silly?" 

** It’s a’ very wec]|, str, I thank ye," said the poor prisoner, in a tone 
how different from the sportive vivacity of those of the Lily of St 
Leonard’s!— ** It’d a’ very gude— ower gude for me." 

** He must have been a great villain, iSifie, who brought you to this j 
pass," said Sharpithiw. ' ^ 

The remark was dictated partly by, a natural feeling, of which even 
no could not divest himself, though accustomed to practise on the 
■■assions of others, and keep a most heedful guard over hia own, and, 
jnrtly by Iiis wish to introduce the sort of conversation which might 
rl>est serve hia iinraediato purpose. Indeed, upon the present occasion, 

. these mixed motives of feeling and cunning harmonised together 
wonderfiilly ; for, said SharpUlaw to himjii^f, the greater rogue 
► 'Rob«jrtSf)n is, the inore wdll be the merit of bringing him to justice. 
|!!**He must have been a great villuin, indeed," lie again i*eitorated ; 
I# and I wish I had the skeipiiig o’ Imn." 

y **I may blame myseli mair than him," said Effie; *'I was bred up 

ken better ; but he, poor fellow " (she stopped.! 

^^ ,** ^08 a thorough blackguard a’ Ids life, I dare aay,^’ said ^hai*pit-M 
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law. " A Rta^aii^^cr he was in this country, and a companion of tliat 
lawless vaffabonii, Wilson, I think, Ellie 
“ It waclhae been dearly telling him that he had ne’er seen Wilson’s 
face." 

“ That’s very true that you are saying, Effie," said Sharpitlaw, 
Where waa’t that Robertson and you w^e used to howff tb^gitlier ? 
Soinegatc about the Lai^gh Oalton, 1 am thinkii}g." 

The simple and dispirited girl had thus far followed Mr Sliarpitlaw’s 
lea<jK because be had artfully adjusted his observations to tbe thoughts 
be was pretty certain must be passing through her own mind, so that 
jJier answers became a kind of thiiiking aloud, a mood into which 
those who are either constitutionally absent in mind, or are rendered 
so by the temporary pressure of misfortune, may be easily led by a 
.skilful train of suggestions. But the last observation of tbe procurator- 
fiscal was too much of the nature of a direct interrogatory, and it 
broko the chni m accordingly. 

What \vatt it that 1 was saying?" said EfRe, starting up from her 
reclining posture, seating herseu imriglitf and hastily simding her 
dishevellca hair b««ck from her wasted, but still beautiful countenance. 
She fixed her eyes boldly and keenly upon Shar])itlnw “ You are 
too much of a gentleman, sir,— too much of an honest man, to lake 
any notice of what a ])oor creature like me says, that can hardly ca’ 
my senses rrif ain— God helif me I" • * 

‘•Advantage !— I would be of some advantage to you if I could," 
said Shiirpit&w, in a soothing tone; “and I ken naething sac likely 
to serve ye, Effie, as gripping this rascal, Robortsou.” 

“ 0 (liana misca’ him, sir, that never miaca’d you 1— Robertaon ?— 
T am sure 1 had naething to say against ony man o’ the name, and 
naething will I • 

“ But if you do not heed your own misfortune, Effie, you should 
mind wimt distress he has brought ou your fomily," said’ the man of 
law. 

“ 0, Heaven heliJ me I" exclaimed poor Effie-|“My poor father— 
my dear Jeanie— O, that’s sairest to bide of a^l (X sh', if yon hae 
(»ny kindness— if ye hae ony touch of compassion— for a' the folk I 
see here are os hard as the wa' stanea— If ye wad but bid them let 
my sister Jeanie in the next time she ca’sl for when I hear them 
jmt her awa frao the door, and^anna climb up to that high window 
to see sae muckle as lier gown-tail, it’s like to pit me out o’ my 
judgment." And she looked on him with a face of entreaty so 
earnest, yet so humble, that she fairly shook the steadfast purpose of 
his mind. * * 

“ You shall see^your sister," ho began, “ if you’ll tell me,”— then 
interrupting himself, he added, in amore Immed tone,— “no, d— n 
it, you sbair see your sister whether you tell me anything or no." So 
saying, be rose up and left the apartment. 

When ho had rc^joined Ratcliffe, he observed, are righ^ 

Ration ; there’s no making' much of that lassie. Buf ae thing I 
have cleared— -that is, that Eoliertson has been the tathcr of the 
rbaira, and so I wJU wager a boddje it will be he that’s to mect yi’ 



136 


TALES OP IIY LANULOnn. 


Jcaiiie Deaiifi this night at Muschafs Cairn, and lliero wo'll nail him, 
Hat, or my name is not Gideim Sharpitlaw.” ’ 

“ But," said llatcliffe, perhaps because he was in no burry to see 
anything which was like to be connected with the discovery aiul 
apprehension of Robertson, ^ an that were the case, Mr Butler wad 
hae keivl the man in the King's Park to he tlie same person wi’ him 
hi Madge Wikliire's claisc, that headed the moh." 

“ That makes noe aifforence, man/' replied Shai-pitlaw—'* the dress, 
the light, the confusion, and maybe a touch o' a black it cork, '.»r a 
slake o' paint— bout, Hatton, 1 have seen ye dress your ainsell, that i 
the deevil ye belang to durstna hae made oath t'ye.'^ 

‘‘ And that's true, loo,” said Ratclilie. 

“ And besides, ye donnard carle,” coiiiinueil Shnrpitlaw, triuTO])h- 
antly, ‘Hlie minister did ssay, that he thought he knew something 
thci features of the hirkie that spoke to him in the Park, though he 
could not charge liia memory where or when he had seen them.” 

“ It's evident then, your Honour will he right,” said Ratcliffe. 

*• 'llien, Rat, you and I will go with the iiavty oursclls this night, and 
see him in grips, or we are done wi* lum.^' 

“ I seeua nmckle use I can he o’ to your bonoiir,” said Hatch* tie, 
rcluctanlly. 

“ Use ? ” answered SbaiTblaw — Yon can guide the party — you 
ken i)ic ground. Besides, I do not iutSnd to ipiit sigLh o’ you, "iny 
good friend, till 1 have him in hand.” 

“ WeeljSir,” said Ratcliffe, hut in no joyful tone of acquiescence ; 

“ ye maun hae it your aiu way— but mind he's a desperate man.” 

“We shall have that with us,” answered Sliarpitlaw, ‘‘that will 
settle hiiUj if it is ncce.ssary.” 

“But, sir,” answered KatelifFe,“I am sure I couldna undertake to 
guide YOU to Muschat s Cuirii in the niglit-timc ; 1 ken the place, ns 
inony does, in fair da 3 '-light, but how to find it by moonshine, amang 
sao raony ejags and stancs, as like to each other as the collier to the 
dci], is mail* man I can tell. 1 might as soon seek moonshine in 
water.” * 


“Wlmt's the moaning o’ this, Ratcliffe?” said Sharpitlaw, while 
he fixed his eye on the recusant, with n fatal and ominous expres- 
sion,— “Have you forgotten that you ate still under sentence of 
dentil ? ” p 

“ K 0 , sir,” said Ratcliffe, “that’s a thing no easily put out o' memoir ; 
pmd if my presenee be judged necessary, nae doubt I maun gang wi* 
iyour honour. But- 1 was gaun to tell your honour of one ^t has 
OTair .skeel o' the gate thau mc^ and that’s e’en Madge Wildfire.” 

“The devil she has!— do you think me as madi^is she is, to tinst 
her guidance on such an occasion ?” 

“ Your honour is the best judge,” answered Ratcliffe : "hut I ken 
I can ke^ her in tune, and gar her hand the straight path— she 
often sleeps out, or rambles about amang thac hill.s the haill simmer 
night, the diaft limmer.” 

“ Well, Ratcliffe/' replied the procurator-fiscal, “ if you Biink she 
c%n guide us the, right way — hut tivke heed to what you arc about — 5 
your life depends ru your behaviour,” 
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“It's 0 sair judgrmeiit on a man” said RatcUffe, “when lie has ance 
ffnnc sae far wran^^ as I hae done, that deil a bit he can be lioncBt, 
try’t whilk way he 

Sucli M'as the reflection of Batcliffe, when lie was left for a few 
minutes to himself, while the retainer of justice went to procure a 
projier warrant, and gfivc the necessary directions. • 

Tlie^risinij moon saw the whole party free ftom the walla of tlio 
city, and entering upon tlie open ^'ound. Arthur’s Seat, like a 
coiwhant lion of inmienae size — Salisbury Ora#fB, like a huge belt or 
girdle of granite, were dimly visible. Holding their path along the 
southern side of the Canongate, they gained the Abbey of Ilolyrood- 
house, and from thence found their way by step and stile into the 
King’s Park. They were at first four in number — an officer of 
iusti'cc and Sharpitlaw, who were well armed with pistols and cut- 
lasses ; Ratdifle, who was not trusted with weapons, lest he might, 
peradventure, have used them on the wrong side ; and the female. 
Silt at the last stile, wlnm they entered the Chase, they were joined 
by other two officers, whom Sliarpitlaw, desiroua to secure sum ci out 
force for liis purpose, and: at the same time to avoid obsen^ation, had 
directed to wait for him at this place. Ratclifle saw this accession of 
strength with some disquietude, for he liad hitherto thought it likely 
that Robertson, who was a bold, stout, and active young fdlow, might 
liave niade escape from Sharpitlaw and tho.singlc officer, by fm-cc 
or agility, without his being implicated in the matter. But the pre- 
sent strength of the followers of justice was overpowering, and the 
only mode of savmg Robertson (which the old sinner was well dis- 
))u?!ed to do, providing always lie could accomplish his purpose with- 
out compromising his om\ safety), must bo by contriving that ho 
should have some «ignal of their approach. It was probably w ith 
lliis view that Ratcliffe had requested the addition of Madge to tho 
party, having considerable confidence in her propensity to exert her 
lungs. Indeed? she had already given them so many specimens of her 
clamorous loquacity, that SharpitSiw half determined to send her back 
with one of the omcers, rather than carry forward in his company a 
person so 'extremely ill qualified to be a guide in a secret expedition. 
It seemed, too, as if the open air, tlie approach to the hills, and the 
* asceiit'of the moon, supposed to be so portentous over those whose 
brain is infirm, made her spirits rise in a degree tenfold more loqua- 
cious than she had hitlierto exlilbited. To silence her by fair means 
seemed impossible ; authoritative commands and coaxing entreaties 
she set alike at defiance, and threats only made Ker sulky and alto- 
gether intractable. • 

“ Is there no one of you ” said ShaTpitlaw, impatiently, “ that knows 
the way to this accursed place — ^this Wicol Muschat’s Cairn— except- 
ing this mad clavering idiot ? ” 

“ Deil ane o’ them kens it, except raysell," exclaimed Madge ; “ how 
Buld they, the puir fulc cowards ! But I hae sat on the grave frae 
. bat-fleeing time till cock-crow, and had mony a fine crack wi* Mus- 
chat and Ailie Muschat, that are lying sleeping below.” 

“ The devil take your crazy brain,” said SharpiUaw ; “ will you not 
'^allow the men to answer a question?” 
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The oflRcers obtajniii^ a inomeiifcV audience while Ilattdiffc diverted 
Madge’s attention, declared that, thou^fh tliey had a fi^cneral knoifir- 
‘ ledjre of the spot, they could hot undertake to ^riiide tlie party to it 
by the uncertain li^sfht of the moon, with rucU accuracy as to ensure 
success to their expedition. 

“What shall wc do, Ratcliffe?" said gharfutlaw*, “if he sees us 
before we see him,T-and tliafs what he is certain to dr»> it we jro f 
strollitiff about, witliout kcepiii^y the straight road,— wc may bid ^riule- 
day to the job; and I would rather lose one hundrtMl pounds, kuith 
for llic credit of the police, and because the Provost says soinebudy 
maun be handed for this Job o* Porteous, come o't what likes.” ^ 

“ I think,” said Ratclifie, “we maun just try Mad<?e ; and 1*11 sec if 
I can ^ret her keepit in ony better order. And at oriy rate, if ho suld 
liear her skirlinir ner auld ends o’ sangs, he’s no to ken for that that 
there’s onybody wi* her.” 

“That’s true,” said Sharpitkw; “and if he thinks her alone, he’s 
as like to come towards her as to nn frae her. So set forward— wc 
liae lost ower muckle time already— see to get her to keep the risflil 
road.” 

“ And what sort o’ house does Nicol Miisclmt and his wife keep 
now?” said llatcliffe to the madwoman, by way of Imraourin^f her 
vein of folly; “they were but thiwn folk fnngf syne, au a* tides be 
true.” V 

“ Ou, ay, ay, ay,— hut a’s forgotten now,” replied Mad^?e, in the 
confidential tboo of a gossip giving tlie history of her next-door 
neighbour—* Ye see, 1 tenoke to tliem my.sel1, andtaukl them bygancs 
sulil be byganes— her tiiroat’a saw mi.sguggled and masliacKered 
though; she wears her corpse-sheet drawn weel up to hide it, hnt 
that canna hinder the bluid seeing through, yc ken. I wussed her 
to wash it in St Anthony’s Well, and that will cleanse if onything 
can— But tliey say bluid never bleaches out o’ linen claith— lleaeou 
Sanders’s new cleamiing draps winna do’t— I tried them inysell on a 
bit I'ag we liae at hy.mc that was mailed wi’ the hluid of a bit skirling 
wean that Vas hurt some gate, but out it winna come— Weed, ve’u 
say that’s queer ; but I will bring it out to St Anthony's blessed Well 
solue braw iiigkt just like this, and Fll cj-y up Ailie Aluschat, and she 
and I wiil hae a grand bouking^washing, ana bleach our daise in the ^ 
beams of the bonny liady Moon, th^’s for pleasanter to me than the 
sun— the sun’s ower het, and ken ye, cummers, my brains are hot 
enough alreudy.. But the moon, and the dew, and the night-wind, 
they arc Just like a caller kail-blade laid on my brow ; and whiles I 
tliiiik the moon just sliiucs on”purpose to pleasure me, when uaebody 
sees lier but mysell.” . „ 

This raving discourse she continued with prodigious roliihility, 
walking ou at a great pace, and dragging RatclifFe along with heV, 
w^hile he endeavoured, in appearance at least, if not in reality, to induce 
her to moderate her voice. 

All at once, she stopped short upon the top of a little hiUock, gazed 
upward fixedly, and said not one wowl for the space of five minutes. 

“ Wliat the devil is tlie matter witlihernow?” said Sharpitlaw ta 
‘Ratdili<^— “ Can /ou not get her forward?" 
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“ Ye maun ju^ take a firrain o* uatienflo wi’ l)or, air," said Batcliffi*. 
Bhc'll ijo ft-ae a foot faster tlian wie likes hersell," 

“D— n her! "said SImrpitlaw, “TU take care she has her time 
in Bedlam or Bridewell, or both, for she's both mad and miscUio^- 
oils.” -- 

the meanwhile, Mad^e, who had looked terr pensive vdien she 
first Ktojiijcd, suddenly burst into a vehement, fit ot*kug:hter, then 

f mused and sighed bitterly, ---then was seized witli a second fit of 
au^yl Iter, —then, fixing her eyes on the moon, lifted up her voice and 
, sung,— 

y “ Good cTcii, good flilr mootit good oven to thee ; 

1 prithee, dc&r moon, hOw show to ino 

Tlic I'orm and the features, the spco^.h and degree. 

Of the man thill: ii'ue lover of inlnc shaU be.'* 

*^But I need not ask that of the bonny Lady Moon — ken that weel 
eiicugh myscU — trueAoxc though lie waana— But imcbody shall say 
that 1 ever tauld a word about the matter— But whiles If ' U the 
bairn had lived— Wec-l, Ood guide us, there's a heaven abo ‘ ^ a’,” 

— (Iiei'e she sighed bitterly), “and a bomiy moon, and sterns it. by " 

(and here she laughed once more*). 

“ Are we to stand here all night ? " said Sliarpitlaw, very impatiently. 
Drag her f^-ward." 

“ Ay, sir," said Ratclifie, “if we kent whilk way to drag Iiov, that 
would settle it at « mice.— Come, Madge, hinny, addressing her, 
“we'll no be in time to see Nicol and Ills wife, unless ye show us iluj 
road." 

“ In troth and that I will, Ration," said she, seizhig him by the arm, 
and resuiaiiig her rdhte with huge stryies, considei’ihg it was a female 
who toi>k them. “ And I’ll toll ye, Ratton, blithe W'^ifl Mieol Musclmt 
be to see ye, for he says he kens weel there isna sic a villain out o’ 
hell a.s ye are, and he wad Ik? ravished to liae a crack wi' you — like to 
like, ye ken— it's a proverb never fails— ami ye are baith a pair o' the 
dtHivirs peats, 1 trow — hard to Ken whDk dcservc% the heXtest corner 
o' Jiis ingle-side.” 

Ratelifle w'as conscience-struck, and could not forbear making mi 
f involuntary protest against this dassitication, “ 1 never shed blood,” 
he replied, 

“ But ye hae sauld it, RatttJn— yo bae sauld blood mony a time. 
Folk kill wi' the tongue as weel os wi' tlie hand — wi' the word as weel 
as wi' Uie gulley ! — 

' )t Ifl the bonny bntcber lafl, 

That wears the sleevua of bine \ 

^ Ho sella the flesh on Siitunlajv 
On Friday that ho slew.’ ’* 

“ And what is tliat I am doing now ?” tlmught Ratcliffo. “ But I'll 
hae nae wyte of Robertson's young bluid, if 1 can liejp it;” then 
' speaking apart to Madge, he asked her, “ Whether she did not re- 
member ony o' her auld sangs ? ” 

^ “ Mony a dainty ane,” said Madge; “ and blitnely can I sing them, 
for lightsome sangs make meiTy gate " And she muigy— • 
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*♦ When the Rlcde's in tho blao cloud, 

The Ittvrotk lies still ; 

When tho hnxiud’s lu the grocii-AVOod, 

The lUnd keeps the hdt." 

“ Silence her cursed noise, if you should throttle licr,” said Sharp- 
itlaw: “ 1 see somebody yonder. — Keep close, my boys, and creep 
rt>unai/hc ^loulder of the height. George Poiiidcr, stay Jou with 6 
Ratcliffe and tliat mad yellingf bitch ; and you oUier two, come with 
me round under 6ie shadow of the brae." 

And he crept forward with the stealthy pnee of an Indian savaije, 
who leads his iiand to surprise an unsuspecting party of some hostile^ 
tribe. Ratcliffe saw them glide oil, avoiding the moonlight, and 
ieepiug ns much in the shade as possible. “ Kobertson’s done up,” 
said be to himself; “ tbae young lads are aye sac thoughuess. Wfiat 
deevil could he hae to say to Jeanle Deans, or to ony woman on earth, 
that he suld gang awa ami get his neck raxed for her? And this 
mad quean, after cracking like a pen-gun, and skirling like a jiear 
hen for the liaill night, bmioves just toTiae hadden her tongue when 
her cl avers might have done some gude. But it's aye tlie way wi' 
women ; if they ever hand their tongues ava’, ye may swear it's for mis- 
chief. 1 wish 1 could set her on again without this blood-sucker keii- 
uing what 1 am doing. But he's as gleg as MacKeachan's elshin, 
that ran through sax plies of bend-leather and half aq inch into the 
king's heel.” 

lie tlien began to lium, but in a very low and suppressed tone, tho 
hrst stanza of a favourite ballad of wildfire's, the words of which 
bore some distant analogy with the situation of Boberison, trusting 
that the power of association would not fail to bring the rest to her 
mind : ^ 


There's ablooilhoaiidrant^inK XluTvald ivood, 
l'herc’0 lianiGSS glauclng sheen ; 

'J'here 'a a maiden alts on Tliiwald brnc, 

And she sings loud iKihveun.’' 


Madge lind no sooner received the catch-word, tJian she vindicated 
KatcliUe’s sagacity by setting olF at score with the song i 


** 0 sleep re « 9 itnd, Sir James, she Said, 
'Wlieu ye suid riso and ride? 

There’s twenty men, wl* bow and blades 
Are soeXing where yei^liide.'’ 


Though Ratcliffe was at a considerable distance from the spot called 
Muschat's Oaim, yet lus eyes, practised like those of a cat to pene- 
trate darkness, could mark that Robertson had caught the alarm. 
George Poindcr, less keen of sigh^ or less attei^ve, was not aware 
of bkFflight any more than SharpiUawond his assistants, whose new, 

. tliough they were considerably nearer to the cairn, was iiitcrccpted 
broken nature of the ground under which they were screening 
UpHklves. At length, however, after the interval of five or six min- 
wes, they «tlso perceived that Robertson hod fled, and rushed hastily ^ 
V>wards tlic place, while Sliorpitlaw called out aloud, in the harshest 
^ones of a voicerwhidi resembled a saw-mill at work, “ Chase, lads— 
^ase-: baud the brae— 1 see him ou the edge of the hill!” Then ’ 
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hollowing back to the rear-guard of his detadimcnt, he issued his 
farther orders ; ‘lla tcliffc, come here, auddetaia the woman—George, 
run and kepp Uie stile at the Duke's Walk— Rateliffe, come here m- 
rectlv— but first kuock out that mad bitch's brains ! " 

“ ife had better rin for it, Madge," ssvid Rateliffe, " for it's ill deal- 
ing wikaii aimj man." ’ • 

Aladge Wildnre was not so absolutely void of^common sense as not 
to understand tliis inuendo ; and while Rateliffe, in seemingly anx-* 
iou^iaste of obedience, hastened to the spot where Sharpitlaw waited 
^0 deliver up Jeauie Deans to his custody^ slie fled with all the des- 
^pateh she eould exert in an opposite oirection. Thus the whole 
party were separated, and in rapid motion of flight or pursuit^ ex- 
cepting Ratchffc and jeanie, whom, although ni&ing no attempt to 
escape, lie hold fast by the cloak, and who remained standing by Mus- 
cliat 3 Cairn. 


CIUPTER xvm. 

f ou have paid the heavens j’our function, and the prisoner the very dcltt of your caUlntf, 
^ Measure for Mecuurit 

Jbanie Deans,— for here our story unites itself with that part of 
the narrative wliich broke off at the end of the fifteenth chapter, — 
wJiilc slic waited, in terror and amazement, the hasty advance of 
three or four men towards her, was yet more startled at their sudden- 
ly breaking asunder, and giving cbas<^ in different directions to tbo 
lute object of her tenor, who became at that moment, though sho 
could not well assign a reasonable cause, rather the cause of her in- 
terest. One of the party (it was Sharpitlaw) came straight up to 
her, and saying, “ Your name is Jeauie Deans, and you are my pri- 
soner," immediately added, “ but if you will tell me which way he ran 
I will let you go.” 

“ 1 diiiiia ken, sir," was all the poor girl could utter ; and, indeed, 
it is the phrase wliich rises most readily to the lips of any person in 
her rank, as the readiest reply to any embarrassing question.^ 

“ But,” said Sliarpitlaw, ye^^en wUft it was ye were speaking wi*; 
my Icddy, on the hiU-sidc, and midnight sac near; ye surely keu that^ 
my bonny woman ? ” ^ 

dinna ken, sir," again iterated JTeanie, who really did not com- 
prehend ill her terror tlie nature of the questions which were so hastily 
put to her in this moment of surprise. 

. ^ “ We will try to mend your memory by and by, hinny,” said Shai^ 
itlaw, and shouted, os we We already told the reader, to Rateliffe, to 
come up and take cliarge of her, while ho himself directed the chase 
after Robeilson, which he still hoped might be successful As Rat- 
clitte appniaclied, Sharjntlaw pushed the young woman towards him 
w itli some nidenesa, and betaking himself to the more important 
-object of his quest, began to seme crags and scramble up steep 
banks, .with an agility of which his profession* and hisf generaT 



TAXJSA OF m LAKDLOIUD. 


149 

r vity of demoanouT would previourfy hare nrg^ued him incapable. 

a TOW minutod there wtis no one within only a 

halloo from one of the pursuera to the other, ini ntly heard on the side 
of the hill, ar»-ued that tliere wiw any oiie within hearinfi:. Jeaiiie 
3>ean.i was left in the dear moonlight, *«tauding under the /[♦•navd of a 
person vif whom she knew nothing, and, what wiih w(»r.se, converning 
whom, m the readei' is well aware, she could hare leurued nothing 
that would not have incrcjisod her terror. 

Whim all ill the distance was silent, llatdiife for the hrsfc time 
addressed her, and it was in tliat cold sarcastic indilfej’eut tone 
familiar to hahitwal depravity, whosp crimes are instigated by custom 
rathcl‘ than by pa-ssion. 'riiis is a braw night for ye, dearie,” he 
said, attempting to ])ass his arm across her shoulder, “ to be on the 
green liill wi* your jo.” Jeanio extricated hersedf from his grasp, hut 
did not make any reply. “1 think lads and lasses,” continued the 
ruffian, “ dinria'nieet at Muschat*s Cairn at midnight to crack nuts,” 
and lie again attemjjted to take hold of her. 

If ye are an officer of justice, sir,” said Jeanio, again eluding his 
attempt to seize her, “ye deserve to have >^oar coat stripped from 
your hack.” 

Very true, hinny,” said he, succeeding forcibly in his attempt to 
get hold of her, '* but suimose 1 should strip your ciloak^pff first ? ” 

“ Ye are more a man, I am sure, than to liiirt me, sir. said Jeanio; 
“for Cod’s sake have pity on a half-distracted creatme ! " 

“ 0 ) 1110 , come,” said llatcUlle, “you’re a good-looking wem‘h,and 
should not be cross-grained. I was going to be an honest man— but 
the ilcvil hiw this very day flung first a lawyer, and then a woirniu, in 
iny g.ito. ril tell you what, Jeanie, they are out on the liilbsidc-— if 
you’U be guided by me, I’ll carry yoii to a w'ce bit coi ner in the 
I'leusance, lhai 1 ken o’ in an auld wife’s, fJiat a’ tlic prokitors o’ 
Scotland wot nacthing o’, and well send Uobertson \vord to meet ns 
in Yorkshire, for there w a set o* braw lads about the mid- land 
com dies, that 1 hae Uune business wi’ before now, and sa© w'e’U leave 
Mr Sharpitlaw to whistle on his thumb.” 

It wa*^ fortunate for Jciinie, in an emergency like the present, that 
she possessed presence of mind and courage, so soon as the first 
hurry of surprise had enabled her to rally her reeiillection. She saw the 
risk she was in from a ruffian, who n©t only was such by profession, 
but had that evening been stupifying, by means of strong liquors, the 
internal aversion wiiicb he felt at Uie busiuess on which Shaipitlaw 
had resolved to employ him. 

“Diniia speak sac loud,” said she, in a low voice, “he’s up 
yonder.” 

“ VV ho ?— R obertson ! ” said Ratcliffo, eagerly. 

“ Ay,” replied Jcanic; “up yonder; ” and she pointed to the ruins ^ 
of the hermitage and chapel. 

“By G- ,d» then!” said Rakliffie, “Ttl make my ain of Mm, either 
one way or other— wait for me here.” 

; But no sooner hod he set off, as fast as he could run, towards the 
^pel, than Jeauic started in an opposite dii’cction, over high and^ 
|low, on *he near^t path homeward. Her juvenile exercise as a 
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hcrdswoiTiftii liad ptit dtod'mettle^ in her heels, amltievei* Imd 
she foJJ»*wcd Uustiefoot, when tlie eows were in the corn, witl» half 
so .iTuicli .epeed as she now cleared^ the distance betwixt iWuscliut’s 
Cairn and her falher*s catfcag’c at Saint l^eonard's. To lift the latch 
— 1(» enter— to shut bolt^ and double-bolt the door-~fo drawjunainst 
it a holivy article of furiiituro (which 6>hc could not have moved in a 
moment of less energy), so as to make yet hirtlier iirovisioii against 
vi(»lyn(o, wa-s filinost the work of a moment, yet done with such 
silence as equalled the celerity. 

► Her next anxiety was upon her father's account, and she drew 
Silently to tlie door of his apartment, in order to satisfy herseljf 
whether he had been disturbed by her return. He was awake, — 
probably had slept but little ; but the constant presence of his own 
sorrows, the distance of his apartment from the outer-door of the 
house, and the precautions which Jeanie had taken to conecal her 
departure and rettmi, had prevented him from being sensible of 
eituer. He was engag'ed in nis devotions, and Jeanie could distinctly 
hear Jiim use these W'ords : ** And for the other child thou htust given 
me to be a comfort and stay to my old age, may her days be long 
in the land, necording to tlic promise thou hast given to tliosc who 
shall honour father and mother; may all her purchased and promised 
blessings be jnultiplied upon her; keep her in the walchcsof the 
nig-ht, and in the uprising of the moniing, Ihht all in this land may 
know that thou host not Utterly hid thy face from those that seek 
thee in truth and iu sincerity." He was silent, but ]ivol)ably cou- 
tinned his i)otition in the strong fervency of mental devotion. 

His daughter retired to her apartment, comforted, that while she 
was ex])ose(l to danger, her head had keen covered by the prayers of 
tho just as by an lieTrnet, and under the strong confidence, that while 
she walked wairthy of the protection of Heaven, she would exj^erieiiee 
its countenmice. It was in that moment that a vague idea first darted 
across her mind, that something might yet be acli^evedfor her sister's 
safety, conscious as she now was of her innocence of tho unnatural 
murder with which she stood charged. It came, as she describcvl it, 
on her mind, like a sun-blink on a stormy sea; and although it in- 
F'stantly vanished, yet she felt a degree of composure wbicli hhe had 
not experienced for many days, and could not help being strongly per- 
Blinded that, by sotue means or bther, she would be called upon, and 
directed, to work oat her sister's deliverance. She went to bed, not for- 
getting her usual devotions, the more fervently made on at^count of 
her late deliverance, and she slept soundly iu spite of her agitation. 

Wo must return to Rutclific, wlio had started, like a greyhound from 
the slips w'hen th^ sportsman cries luiUoo, as soon as Jeanie had 
pointed to the ruins. Whether he meant to aid Robertson's esca^yc, 
or to assist his pursuers, may be very doubtful ; perhaps he did not 
himself know, hut had resolved to be guided by circumstances." He 
, had no opportunity, however, of doing cither ; for he had no sooner 
snnuounted the steep ascent, and entered under the broken .arches of 
the mins, than a pistol was presented at his head, and a harsh voice 
»^ommandcd him, in the kinra name, to Burreude&himsclf prisoner. * 
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Is it only you, and be d— d to you? " answered the fiscal, still more 
disappointed—** what made you leave the woman ? 

** one told me she saw Rooertson go into the ruins, so I made what 
haste I could to cleek (lie callant.” 

** It*s oil over now,” said Sharpitlaw ; ** we shall see no more of 
him to-fiiglit ; but he shall hide himself in n bean-hole, if he nmaina 
on Scottish ground Without my finding him. Call back the people, 
Rotcliffe.” 

RatchiTc hollowed to the dispersed officers, who williuglv obeyed 
the signal ; for probably there was no individual among them who i 
would have been much desirous of a rencontre hand to hand, and at 
a distance from his comrades, with sueh an active and desperate fel- 
low as Robertson. 

“ And where are the two women ?” said Sharpitlaw. 

** Both made their hecLs serve them, 1 suspect,” replied Ratclilfe, 
and he hummed the cud of the old song— 

' TJicn It^ plrty np the rln-awa brWe, 

For ihe has taen tho gee.** 

• ** One woman,” said Sharpitlaw.— for, like all, rogues, ho was a 
groat calumniator of the fair sex, <“')—** one woman is enough to dark 
tlic fairest ploy that ever was planned ; and liow could'*! be such an 
ass as to expect to caiTv through a job that had two in it? But wc 
know how to come by them both, if they arc wanted, tliat's one good 
tiling,” 

Accordingly, Iflco a defeated general, sad and sulky, ho led back 
his discomiUed forces to the metropolis, and dismissed them for the 
night. 

The next moming early, he was under the neceswty of making his 
report to the sitting niag5sti*ato of the day. The gentleman who oc- 
eiipied the cliaii' off ffice on tliis occasion (for tlie bailies, Anglice, 
alitermen, take it by rotation) chanced to be the same by whom But- 
ler was committ ed, a person very generally respected among his fel- 
low-citizens. *Something ho was of a humorist, and rather 'deficient 
in general education ; but acute, patient, and upright, possessed of a < 
fortune acquired by bonest indust^, which maue him perfectly inde- 
jiendent : end, in short, very happiiy^ualificd tp support the respect- 
ability of tlie office which he held. 

Mr Middlebiirgh had just taken Ida seat, and was debating, in an 
animated manner, wiUi one of. Ids colleagues, the doubtfhl clionccs of 
ft game at golf which they had played the day before, when a letter 
was <k*liven?dto him, ndanwisea ** For Bailie Middlehurgh; These: 
to be forwarded with speed,” It contained these words •— 

“ Sir, 

I kno«' you to he a sensible and a considerate magistrate, and one ^ 
who, as such, will bo content to worship God, though the devil hid 
you. 1 therefore expect that, notwithstanding the signature of tins 
hittvu* acknowlet^es my share in an action, which, in a proper tiiiie^ 
and plftc:?, I wouIU not fear cither to avow or to justify, you w'Ul not 
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on that account reject what evidence I place before you. The cleroy. 
ninn, Butler, is innocent of all but involuntary presence at an action 
which he wanted spirit to api^ove of, and from which he endeavoured, 
with his best set phrases, to dissuade us. But it was not for him that 
it is my hint to speak. There is a woman in your jail, fallen iindcT 
the edge of a law so cruel, that it has hung by tlio wall, like unscouri d 
arinoTw, for twenty years, and is now brought down and whetted to 
spill the blood of the most beautiful and most indecent creature wlunn 
the walls of a prison ever girdled iii. Her sister knows of her 
^ inndcenc^ as she communicated to her that she was betrayed by a 
► vilkiii.— 0 that high Heaven 

*, Would put ^ ovorjr honest baud a whip, 

‘ To scourge me such a Tinaln through (he >vorld 1 ' 

" I wite distractedly— But this girl— this Jeanie Deans, is a peevish 
puritan, superstitious and scrupulous after the manner of her sect ; 
and I pray your honour, for so my nhrasemustgo, to press upon her, 
that her sister’s life depends upon iicr testimony. But though site 
should remain silent, oo not aare to think tliat tlie young woman is 
^ilty— far less to permit her execution. Remember the death of 
Wilson was fearfully avenged \ and those yet live who can compel you 
to drink the dregs of your poisoned chalice.— I say, remember Pov- 
teous,— and that you haa good counsel from 

^ Om OF ms Slayers.” 

The magistrate road over this extraordinary letter twice or thrice. 
At first he was tempted to tlnow it aside as the production of a mad- 
man, so little did ‘Hhe scraps from play-hooks,” as he termed the 
poetical quotation, resemble the corrqspondenco of a rational being. 
On a re-perusal, however, he thought tnat, amid its incoherence, he 
could discover something like a tone of awakened passion, though 
expressed in a manner quaint and unusual. 

“ It is a cruelly severe statute ” said the maritote to his assistant, 
" and I wish the girl could be taken from under the letter of it. A 
child may have been born, and it may have been conveyed away while 
tlie mother was insensible, or it may have perished for w'ant of that 
relief wiiich tlie poor creature herself— helpless, terrified, distracted, 
despairing, and exhausted— may have been unable to aflbrd to it. And 
yet it is certain, if the woman » found guilty under the statute, exe- 
cution will follow. The crime has been too common, and examples arc 
necessary.” 

“ But if this other wench,” said thacity-clcrk, ‘‘can speak to her 
sister communicating her situation, it will take the case from under 
the statute*” • . , 

“ Very true,” replied the Bailie ; *and I will walk out one of these 
days to St Leonard’s, and examine the girl myself. I know some- 
thing of their father t)eans-an old true-blue Oameroiuan, who would 
see house and family goto wreck ere he would disgrace his testimony 
bv a skful complying with the defections of the times ; and such he 
vm probably unhoid the taking an oath before a civil magistrate. If 
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they fl?e to go on and flonrwh wjtli theii* bull-headed obs^nacy, the * 
leg i'^lttture must pass an act to take their affirmations, as in the case 
of Qiuikers. But surely neither a father nor o «i»ter will sci-uple in 
a (“rise of this kind. As I said before^ 1 will fro speak with them my- 
Belf, when the hurry of thisPorteoua mvestigatian is somewhat over; 
their pi ide and spirit of coutradiction will be far leas alarmed, than if 
they wSre called into a court of justice at once.” ^ ^ 

“ And I suppose Butler is to remain incarcerated? ” said the city- 
clerk. 

^‘For the present, certainly,” said the maglstrato* ^‘ But I nope 
soon to set him at liberty ni^n bail/' ^ 

‘‘Do you rest nijon the testimony of that lifflit-hcadcd letter?” 
asked tlie dork; 

“Not veu^mueh,” answered the Bailie; ^and yet there is some- 
, f iling' striking about it too-»it seems the letter of a man beside him- 
self, either from great agitation, or some grciat sense oi guilt.” 

“ Yea,” said tho town-derk, “it is very like the letter of a mad 
strolling play-actor, wiio deserres to be hanged with all the rest of 
his gang, as your honour justly observes.” 

“1 was not (ptite so bloodthirsty,” continued the magistrate. “ But 
to the point, liutlev’s private* diaracter is excellent ; and 1 am given 
to understand, by some inquiries 1 Imve been making this morning, 
that ho did actually arrive in town only the day before ye^erday, so that 
it wasimnossiblehecottld have been concerned in any previous machin- 
ations 01 these unhappy rioters, and it is not likely that he should 
Inwo joined them on a suddenty.” 

“ Inei-e's no saying aiieut that— acal (satches fire at a slight spark 
as fast as a brunstaiic maich,” observed the .secretary. “ I liac kend 
a minister wad be fair giule-dtfiy and fair gude-e'en wi' ilka mau in 
the parochitie, and hing just as quiet as a rocket on a stick, till ye 
mentioned the word abjm-alion oath, or patronage, or siclike, and then, 
whiz;, he was off, and up in the air an hundred miles beyond common 
manners, common gensc, and common comprehension./ 

“ I do not understaucl,” answered the burglicr- magistrate, “ that 
the young man Butler's iseal is of m iiiflammimle a character. But I 
will make further inv(^tigatiou. What other business is there before 
us?” 4 

And they proceeded to minute mvestigatioiis concerhuMf the affair 
of rortcous's deotli, and other affair^* through which this Sfetoiy has 
no occasion to trace them. 

- In Iho course of their business th(^y were interrupted by An old 
woman of the lower rank, exti’cmiely haggard In look, and wretched 
^ in her appearauce, who tbrustherseu into the council room. 

“ Wiat do you want, gudewife ?— Who are you?”' said Bailie Mid- 
dlebuvch. 

“ VY lint do I want I ” replied she, iu a sulky tone—** I want my bainis 
or I Avniit uaelhmg frae nane o' ye, for qa grand's ye are.” And she 
wont on nwtterinff to herself with-tlie wayward spiiefulnesB of age-^ n 
“ They maun hae lordships and honours, nae dbubt— set them up, the 

f utUn-bloods I and dcil a gentleman amnng^them.” Then again ad* 
ressmg;.thc siiti)ig magistrate^ “Will your honour me^back 
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pnir crazy bairn bonouf ! — ^1 bae kentl tho day when less wad 

ser'U bill), iho oi‘ of a Cainuvere skiiijier/* 

“ Gootl woiniiii,” Raid tlio iim^istrate to this shrewish sipfUcant,*^ 
‘‘tell ns wliat it is you want, and do not interrupt the courtr 

as iiiuckIo as till say, Harje, Bawlic, and be diino wi't!— I 
toll ye ” rni'-iri'r her termagant voice, “l^want my bairn! is na that 
bniill ilcots *• 

Who are you?— who is your baim?” demanded the mniriBtrate* 

“ Wha am 1 ?-~wba sukl 1 be, but Meg Mnnlockson, and wlia suld 
m v naini be but Magdalen Murdocksow? — Yoiir guard soldiers, and 
your consijjliloK, and your officers, ken us wcel enough when they rive 
the bits o' duds iiff our backs, and take what penny o* Hiller we hue, 
and harl us to the Correctioii-hoiige in Leith Wynd,and pcttle us up 
wi' bvcMul and wjvter, and sidike sunkets.” 

“Who is she ?" said the magistrate, looking round to some of hi«, 
people. 

“ < )thor than a gude ane, sir,” said one of the city-officers, shruff- 
gin a’ his Hhoiildcrs, and smiling. 

“Will yc say sac?” said the termagant, her eye. gleaming withim^ 
potent fury ; “ an I had yc amaiig the Frigate- Whins, wndna 1 set 
niy ten talents in your wuzzent face for that very word r ” and she 
suited dio word to the action, by ajireadiiig out a set of claws resem- 
bling* those »St Gciwge’s dragon on ft country sign-post, 

“ WJjat does Hhe want here?” said the impaittent magistrato— “ Can 
die not toll her business, or go away?” 

“It's my bairu! — it's Magdalen MurdockRon I’m want in 
answered tfic beldame, screaming at the highcHt pitch of her cracked 
and mistimed voice— “ liavena i been tcllnV yo sac this half-hour ? 
j\nd if yo are d(‘af, whut needs ye sii^cockit up there, and keep folk 
Hcraugliin’ t’ye this Loxte?” 

“ She wants her rhiughter, sir,” said the same officer whose inter- 
ference liad given the Inig such offence before—** lier daughter who 
was taken uji last night — ^Madge Wildfire, ns they ca’ her." 

“ Madge tlcLLFaii:, as they ea’ her!” echoeti the beldame; “ and 
^yh 4 U business has a hhukguard like you to ca’ au honest womau’s 
bairn out o’ her ain name ?” 

*• An honest woman's bairn, Maggie?” answered the peace-officer, 
smiling and shaking hia hetfcd witli an ironical emphasis on the ad- 
jective, and a calpmeas calcula^d to provoke to laadaess the furious 
old shrew, 

*• If I am no honest now, I was honest ancc/| she replied ; “ and 
tliat's inair than ye can say, ye bom <ind bred thief, tliat never kend 
ither folk’s gear iVa your ain since the clay ye was cleckit. Jlonest, 
say )"e?— yc pyldt^ur mother’s i>oucli o’ twalpennics Scots when ye 
were five years anlii, just as she waa taking leave o* your father at 
the fit o* the gallows.^’. 

She has you there, George,” said the assistants, and there was a 
general laugh ; for the wit fitted for the meridian ♦f the place 
where it was uttered. This general applause somewhat gratified Uie 
posaions of the old luig: the “ grim feature” smiled, and oven laughed 
—but it was a laugh of bitter scorn. Bhe condesjemletl, however, aa 
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if appeased by tlic success of licr sally, to explain her business more 
distinctly, when the majijistmle, command in g: siloiico, Jigain dedred 
her either to speak out her errand, or to leave the place. 

« Her bairn, she said, “ ms her bairn, and she came to fetch her 
out of ill haft and waur /guiding:. If she wasna sao wise as ither folk, 
few ither folk had suffered as muckle she had done ; forby tliat sho 
could fend the waur for herscU within iho four wa'« of a jail. She 
could prove by lifty Ti^itnesBe.s, and fifty to that, that her daughter hod 
never seen Jock rorteous, alive or dead, since he had gieii her a 
loundcring wi’ his cane, the negcr that he was! for driving a dona cat 
at the provost^s wig on the Elector of Hanover’s birth-day.” ^ 

Notwithstanding the wretched appearance and violent demeanour 
of this woman, the magistrate felt tno justice of her argument, that 
her child might be as dear to her as to a more fortunate and moie 
aimablc mother, lie procc(*dcd to investigate the circumstances 
which had led to Madge Murdockson’s (or Wildfire’s) urrost, a?id os 
it WOR dearly shown that she had not been engaged in the riot, he 
contented himself with directing that on eye should bo kept upon her 
by the police, but that for the preseni sh(‘ bhould be allowed to return 
home with her mother. During the interval of fetching Madge from 
the jail, the magistrate endeavoured to discover whether her mother 
had boon privy to the change of dress betwixt that young woman 
and Robertson. But on this point he could obtain light. She 
p(*rsisfed in declaring, that she had never seen Robertson since his 
remarkable escape during service-time ; and lhatj if her daughter luul 
changed clothes with him, it must have been dui’ing her absence at a 
hamlet about two miles out of town, called Duddingstone, where blie 
could prove iliat she i)assed that eventful night. jAiuI, in fact, one of 
the town-officers, who had hupii setirchhig for stolen linen at the 
cottage of a washerwomfln in that village, gave his evidence, that ho 
had seen Maggie Murdockson there, whose presence had consideiahly 
increased hi suspicion of Iho house in which she was a ^NJtor, in 
respect that he coiiMdered her as a person of no go(Kl reputation. 

1 tauld ye sao,^' said the hag; “sec now what it is to hao a 
character, gude or bad!— Now, maybe, after a’, I could tell jo simie- 
tliing about Portooua that you council- chamber bodies iieier could 
find out, for as muckle stir as ye luak.” 

All eyes were turned towoi’iU her— all cars were uleit. “ Ppcak 
out! ” said the magistrate. ^ 

“ It will be for Your ain gude,” insinualod the town-clcik. 

“ Dinna keep the Bailie waiting," urged the assistants. 

She romaiuod doggedly silent for two or three mmulos, casting 
around a malignant and sulky glance, that soomed to enjoy the 
anxious suspense with which they waited her answer. And then she 
broke forth at once, “ A' that 1 ken about him is. that he was neither 
soldier nor gentleman, but just a thief and a blacKguard, like maist o’ 
yoursells, dears— What will ye gie we for tlik news, now?— He wad 
hoc servedithe gude town lang or provost or bailie wad hae fund that 
out, my jo!” 

Whue these matters were in discussion, Madge Wildfire entered, 
ximd her first exclamation was, “ Eh! see if there isna our auld ne'er**- 
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^ do~w(icl (le^^vira-buckie o' a mither— Ilcgfli, sirfs! but wc arc a bopofii' 
family, to be twa o’ us in the Guard at anee — But there were better 
days wi’ xw aiice— Avere there ua, mither 
Old Magigie’s eyes had glistened with something like an expression 
of pleasure when she saw her daughter set at liberty. But either her 
natural aflection, like that of the tigress, ^pould not be clLs])layed AA'ilh. 
out a strain of ferocity, or there was something in the ideas which 
Madge’s speech awakened, that again stirred her cross and savage 
temjier. ‘‘ What signifies what we were, ye street-raking limnier ! 
she exclaimed, pushuig her daughter before her to tlie door, with no 
^ gentle degree of yiolcnce. " I’se tell thee what thou is now—thoii’a 
a crazed hellicat Bess o’ Bedlam, that sail taste naething but bread 
and water for a fortnight, to serve ye for the plague ye hoe gieii me 
— and owor gude for ye, yo idle taupie ! ” 

Madge, however, escaped from her mother at the door, ran back to 
the foot of the table, dropped a very low and fantastic curtsey to the 
judge, and said, with a giggling laugh,—" Our minnic’s siiir mis- set, 
after her ordinur, sir— Siell haehad some (juairel Avi’ her auld giide- 
nian — that’s Satan, ye ken, airs.” This explanatory note she gave iii 
a loAv confidential tone, and the spectators of that credulous genera- 
tion did not hear it witlioiit an ‘involuntary shudder. The giidcman 
and her disna aye gree weel, and then I maun pay the piper; but my 
back’s bi'oadgpticu^ to bear ’t a’ — an' if she hae nae havings, that ’s 
iiac reason xWly wiser folk shouldna hae some.” Here anotlicr deep 
curtsey, when the ungracious voice of her mother was heard, 

Madge, ve limmer I If X come to fetch yel” 

" Hear till her,” said Madge. “ But I’ll wm out a gliff the night 
for a’ that, to dance in the moonlight, when her and the gudeman will 
bo Avliirrying through the blue lift on^ brooinsbank, to see Jean Jap, 
tliat they hae putten intill the KirkcaldY tolbootli — ay, they will liac a 
merry sail ower Inchkeith, and ower a^the bits o* bonny Avavea that 
arc poppling and plashing against Uie rocks in the gowcien glimmer 
o’ the moon, yo ken.— I'm coming, motlier — I'm coming,” she con- 
cluded, on hearing a scuffle at the door betwixt^the beldam and the 
officers, who were endeavouring to pi’cvent her rej-entrancc. Madge 
then waved her hand wildly towards the ceiling, and sung, at the top- 
most pitch of her voice. — 

“UplntlmalT, 

On my bonny ^'roy mare, 

And 1 see, and 1 see, and I Boe her yet" 

And with a hem, skip, and iump, sprung out of tlic room, as Iho 
witches of Macbeth used, m less refined days, to seem to fiy upwards 
from the stage. 

Some weeks intervened before Mr Middlebnrgh, agreeably to his 
benevolent resolution, found an opportunity of taking a walk towards 
St I^onard’s, in order to discover whether it might be possible to 
obtain the evidence hinted at in, the anonymous letter respecting 
Effie Deans. • 

In fact, the anxious perquisitions mode to discover the murderers 
of Porteous occupied tue attention of oU concerned with the admini- 
stration of jnstice* 
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In 11)6 coflrne of tb^^sc inf;[uiries, two circnmstoTices happened 
material to our atorv. Butler, after a close investigation of his con- 
duct, was declared rnnocent of DCcessiou to the death of I’ortcous ; 
but, as haviu^y been preaent duriii^y the whole transaction, was 
obliged to find bail not to quit bis usual residence at Libcrt«)n,^ that 
ho fnijybt appear as a witness when called upon. The other incident 
re«*artkd the disai)p<iarance of Madge Wildfire and her Tnoihov fi’oni 
Kdiiiburgh. When they wore sought, wth the purpose of subiecUuff 
them to some farther interrogatories, it was discovered hy Mr 
Sliiirpithiw that they had eluded the observation of the police, and 
hsft the eitv bo rood as dismissed from the councihdmmber. 
efforts could trace the place of their retreat. 

Til tho inca-nwhilo the exceasive indignation of the Council, of 
Regency, nt the slight put upon their authority by the murder of 
Poncoiis. had dictaiod nuiasm*e8, in whicdi llieir own extreme desire 
of (h'toirting the actors in that conspiracy were consulted, in prefer- 
ence to the tcni])er of the people and tile character of their dmreh- 
inon. All act of parlinnicnt was hastily passed, offering two hundred 
pounds rewai’d to those who should inform against any person con- 
ecTMod in Iho deed, and the pcmilty of death, by a very umi.«ual and 
severe enactun’iil., was denounced against those who should harbour 
the ginlfv. But what was chiefly accounted exceptionable, was a 
chinso, appointing tho act to be read iu chnrcbca by the officiating 
cliM gyinju, on the first Sunday of every month, for a certain period, 
immediately before the sermon. The ministers who should refuse to 
comiily with this injunction were declared, for the first offence, 
incapable of sitting or voting in any church judicature, and for the 
second, incripahlc of holding any ecclesiastical preferment in Scotland. 

This last order unilod inacopimon cause those wiio might privately 
rejoic-o in Rorteous’s death, though they dared not vindicate the man- 
ner of il, with the more .scrupulous presbyterians, who held that even 
tlie pronouncing the name of the ^ liofds Spiritual’' in a Scottish 
pulpit was, QHodammodOi liii acknowledgment of prelacy, and that 
the iqiunciion of fiiie legislatui*e waa an interference of tho civil 
gov(M'nment with tlioyw.^ divinum of presbyteiy, wnoe to the Gcner^il 
Assemblv alone, as repreaentiuff the invisible heiui of tfio khk, 
belonged the solo and exclusive viAt of re^ynlating wlmtever pertained 
to public worsliip. Very many also, of different political or religious 
Rontiments, and therefore not iniiclMnoved by these considerations, 
thought, they saw, iu so violent an act of parliament, a more vindictive 
Rpirit than became the legislature of a great counlSy, and something 
like an attempt to trauiplo pjKm the rights and independence of 
Scotland. The various steps adopted for punishing tho city of 
Kdinhnrgh, by biking aw'ay her charter and liberties, for wiiat a 
violent and overmastering mob had done within her walls, were rc- 
scMitcd by many, wdio thought a pretext was too haslilv taken for 
degrading the ancient metropolis of Scotland. In short, there was 
much henr^bumiiig, discontent, and disaffection, occasioned by these 
ill-considered meoBures.^^) 

Amidst these heats and dissensions, the trial of Effie Deans, after 
.she had been many weeks imprisouedi was at length about to be 
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brou/^ht forward, and Mr Middkbur^?h found leisure to inquire into 
the evidence conceminff her. For this purpo.^c, he choiic a fine day 
for liis walk towards her faiheFa house. 

TJie excursion into tlic country was aomowhat dlstont, in the opinion 
of a burffess of those days, aUhouffU many of the preHont inliabit sub- 
urban villas considerably beyond uie spot to which we allude. TJiree 
quarteft of an hour's walk, however, even at a pace of mogistcriul 
gravity, conducted our bcnevohmt oliice-bcarc?r to tho Crags of fet 
Leonard's, and the humble mansion of David Deans. 

Tiic old man was seated on the deas, qr turf-seat, at the end of liis 
'‘cottage, busied in mending his cai't-hamess with his own bauds; for 
in those days any sort of labour which required a little more skill 
than usual fell to the share of the goodman himself, and that even 
when he. wes well to pass in tho world. With stern and austere 
gravity he pei’sfivcred in his tfisk, after having just raised his head to 
notice the advance of the stranger. It would have been impossible 
to have discovered, from his countenance and manner, the internal 
feelings of agony with which he contended. Mr Middleburgh waiUul 
at) instant, expecting Deans wrmhl in some mcasuro acknowlc^dge his 
presence, and lead into conversation ; but, as he seemed determined 
to remain silent, ho was himself obliged to speak fii*st. 

**My name is MiddleburghH— Mr James Middleburgh, one of tho 
pro-sent mag\|tratcfi of the city of Edinburgh." 

‘*Tt maj 1)0 sae," answered Detuis laconiottUy, and without inter- 
rupting his labour. 

“ You must understand,'^ he continued, " that the duty of a ningis- 
trato is sometimes an unpleasant one." 

“ It may be sac," replied David ; “ I bao nacthing to say in the 
contrair-;" and he was again doggedly silcint, 

** You must be aware, pursued the magistrate, ** that persons in niy 
situation arc often obliged to make paintul and disagreeable inquiries 
of individuals, merely because it is tneii* bounden duty." 

** It may bo sac, again replied Deans ; I^hae nnetliing to say 
anent it, either the tac way of the t’otlier. But 1 do keu there was 
ance in a day a just and Goa-fcariiig magistracy in yon town o' Edin- 
burgh, that aid not bear the sword in vain, but Avere a terror to evil- 
doers, and a praise to such os kept the path. In the glorfoiw days of auld 
worthy faithfu' invest Dick,v^) when there was a true and faithfu' 
Ocnoral Assembly of the Kirk, walking liand In Imnd with the real 
noble Scottish-hearted barons, and With the magistrates of this and 
other towns, gentles, burgesses, and commons of all ranks, seeing 
with one eye, hearing with one ear, a/id uplmlding the nrk witli their 
united fltreiigth-^And then folk miglit see men deliver up thoii* silver 
♦0 the Rtoitcfl ifiSf a^if it iiad been ns muckle scintc stancs. My 
Either saw them loom the sack.H of dollars out o' Provost Dick s 
window MU the carts tliat carried them to tlic army at Dtinse Law ; 
and if ye winna believe bis testimony, there i.s the window itsell still 
Otimding in the Luckenlmotlw— I thiidc it's a cMtli-mercbant’s booth 
di^i— at the aim stanchells, five doors abune Gossford's Close,-^ 

1 T tlilnlc ac too— Blit if the reader be cutIods, he may conaolt Mr Chitmbera* TradiUoiu 
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bailie, OS there is little honour in befii^ anc in tiiese evil days-^I tell 
ye, I heard the gi-acious Saunders PeJen— I wotua whan it was ; hut 
it was in killing time, when the plowers were drawiiiff alang their 
furrows on tlie hack of the Kirk of Scotland— I heai’a him tell his 
hearers, g^ude and waled Christians thev we^o too, that some o' them 
k ivad g^r^t mair for a bit drowned calf or stirk, than for a’ the de- 
* fcctious and oppressions of the day ; and tliat.^ey were some o' 
them thinking o’ ae tilings, some o' anitlier, and there was Lady 
llundleslopc thinking o’ greeting- Jock at the fireside 1 And tlie 
^ady confessed in my liearmg, that a drow of anxiety had come ower 
her for her son that she had left at hame weak of a decay i — And what 
wad he hae said of me, if I had ceased to think of the gude cause for 
a cast-away-^a— It kills me “to think of wJiat slie is I 

“ But the life of vour child, goodman— think of that— if her lifo 
could be saved,” sam Middlcburgh. 

" Her life ! ” exclaimed David— “ I wadna cie ane o' my grey hairs 
ft»r her life, if hci* glide name be gane— And yet,” said he, relenting 
and retracting as he spoke, “ I wad make the nifter, Mr Middleburgh 
—I wad ffie a these grey hairs that she has brought to shame and 
sorrow-5 wad gie the auld head they grow on for her life, and that 
she might hae time to amend and return, for what hae the wicked 
beyond the breath of their nostrils? — ^But I'll never see her mair. — 
No !— that~t#at I am determined in— I'll never see her mair ! ” His 
lips continued to move for a minute after his voice ceased to be heard, 
ns if he wore repeating the same vow internally. 

“Well, sir,” said Mr Middleburglu “I speak to you os a man of 
sense ; if you ivould save your daughter's life, you must use human 
means.” ^ 

“ 1 understand what you mean ; but Mr Novit, wdjo is the pro- 
curator and doer of an honourable person, the Laii-d of Dumbiedikes, 
is to do wlmt carnal wisdom can do for her in the circumstances. 
Myscll am not clear to trinqiiet and traffic wf courts o' justice as they 
are now constituted ; I have a tenderness and sfcruijlc in my mind 
anent tlicm.” 

“ That is to say,” said Middleburgh, “ that you arc a Camcronian, 
► and do not acknowledge the authority of our courts of judicature, or 
present government ? " 

“ Sir, under your favour,” rcpjied David, who was too proud of his 
own jjolcmical knowledge to call himselr the follower of any one, 
“ ye lake im) up before I fall down. I canna see why I suld be termed a 
Cameronian, especially now- that ye hae given the name of that 
famous and savoury sufferer, not onl^ until a regimental band of 
souldiers, whereof i am told many; can now curse, swear, and use 
profane hvnguage, as fast as ever Bichard Camiurou could preach or 
pray; but also DOcaiisc yc have, in as far as it is in your power, 
rcinlorcd that martyr's name vain and contemptible, by pipes, drums, 
and iifes, playing the vain carnal spring, called the Oaiuenmian Kant, 
which too intiny profcf^sors of relighm dance to — a practice nniist 
unbecoming a piures.jor to dance to any tunc whatsoever, inoro 
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eftpecmlly pvomiacuoiwly, that is, with the female sex. A brutish 
fashien it is whilk is the iK^giiminf? of defectioji with many, as I may 
bae as muckh' cause as uiaist folk to testily 

“‘VVell, but, Mr Doans,” replied Mr Middlehurirh, “I only meant 
to say that you were a Cameronian, or MacMillauite, one of the 
society people, in sh(*Tt^ who think it inconsistent to take oatl^ under 
a government where the Covenant is not ratified.” 

" Sir,” rei)lied tlie controversialist, who forgot even his present 
dwtres-s in Ruoh discussions as these, “you cannot fickle sae 
easily as you do opine. 1 am not a MacMillanite, or a liusselite, or a*# 
llarailtonian, or a Harleyite, or a Howdenite.^ I will be led by the 
nose by none—1 take my name as a Christian from no vessel of clay. 

I have my own principles and practioe to answer for, and ara an 
humble pleader ft)r the gude aula cause in a legal way.” 

“ That is to say, Mr Deittis,” said Middleburgh, “ tliat you are a 
Denniiri ami have opinions peculiar to yourself.” 

“ It may please you to say sac,” wid David Deans ; “ but J hare 
maintained my testimony before aa great folk, and in sharper times ; 
and though I will neirher exalt myself nor pull down others, I wish 
every man and wonuin in this land had kept the true testimony, and 
the miilille and straight jmth, ns it were, on the ridge of a Jiill, where 
wind and water shears, avoiding right-hand snares andjexirenics, and 
left-hand way-alidingi?, ns weel as Johnny Dodds of Farthing's Acre, 
and ae nnui mair (hat shfill be narnedess.'” 

“ 1 suiipoHc,” replied the magistratq, that is as much as to say, that 
Johnny Dodds of Farthing's Acre, and David Deans of St Leonard's, 
eoimtilute the ouly members of the true,req.l, unsophisticated Kirk of 
Scotland?” ^ ^ 

“ God forbid that 1 suld make sic a vain-glotious speecli, when 
there are sae mony profe-ssing Christians!” answered David; “but 
this 1 maun say, that all men act according to' their gifts and their 
gnu*e, sac that it is nae marvel that ** 

“ This is all veiyhine intcrni|>ted Mr Middleburgh ; “ but I have 
no time to spend m hearing it. The matter in hand is this— 1 have 
directed a citation to Im lodged In your daughter's hands— If she ap- 
pears on tlie day of trial and gives cvidenco, tbi^e is reasou to hope - 
she may save her sister'is life— if. from any coustVatned scruples about 
the legality of her performing the o®ce of an affi&ctiowate sister and 
a good subject, by appearing in a court held under the authority of 
the law and govern roent, you become the means of deterring her 
fi-fim the discharge of this duly, I must say, though the truth may 
aniuul harsh in your ears, tliat yoiu aim gave life to this unhappy girl, 
will become the means of her losinglt bva premature imd violent death.” 

So saving, Mr Middleburgh turned to leave him. 

*' Bide awce— bide awee,Mr Middleburgh,” said Deans, in great 
perplexity and distress of mind; but the Bailie, who was probably 
sensible that protracted disciissiou might dimmish the effect of his 
host and most forcible argument, took a hasty leave, mid declined en- 
tca ing farUier'into the controversy. 

Deniia sunk down upon his scat, stunned with a variety otconfliot- 
* An *0110111 opoclM of tbo sroot gernio (^ameronlon. 
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me emotions. It had been a grreat source of eoutrovorsy amonj? those 
L(3tling lii» opinions in relig'ious matLel‘8, how far the K^^verninoiit 
which succeeded the Kevoliiticm could ho, without sin, acknowledg-ed 
hy true presbyteriuiis, seeing that it did not recognize tlie great na- 
tional testimony of the 8olemu League and Covenant ? And latterly, 
tlmse iij-reeing in this general doctrine^ and luisuining the sounding 
title of The anti-pupish, aiiti-prclatic, anti-erastiau, anti-eectarian, ti*ue 
presbyto-riau reTniiiiufc, were divided into many petty sects among 
tlieiaselves, even as to the ejvtent of submission to the existing laws 
, ami rulers, which constituted such an acknowledgment as amounted 
to siiu 

At a very stormy and tumultuous meeting, held in 1G82, to discuss 
these important and delicate jjointa, the testimonies of the faitlifiil 
few were found utterly ino*)nHistent with eiich othcr.{^^) The place 
where this conference took place was remarkably well ndaj>ted for 
such an assembly. It was a wild and very sequestered dell iti Tweed- 
dalc, surrounded by high hills, and fia‘ remote frtmi human habitat icm. 
A small river, or rather a muiinUiin torrent, called the Talla, breaks 
down the glen with great fury, dashing successively over a number 
0 / small eascadcH, wdiicU has procured the spot the name of Talla- 
Linns. lioro tiie leaders amtmg the scattered adherents to the 
(JovemniT, men who, in their banishment from, human society, and in 
the recoilecthti of the severities to which they had been exposed, had 
become at once sullen in their tempers, and fantastic in their religious 
opinions, met with ai'ms in their liaruis, and by the side of the tor- 
rent discussed, with a turbulence which the nojse of the stream could 
not drown, points of controversy as exnpty and unsubstantial as its 
founit 

It was the fixed judgment of most of the meeting, that all payment 
of cess or tribute to the existing govcniraent was utterly unlawful, 
and a sacrificing to idols. About other impositions and degrees of 
subrnissioii there w'cre various opinions; and perhaps it is tJie best 
illusti'utiou of the spirit of those inilitai'y fathers 5f the church to say, 
that while nil allowed it was impious to pay the cess eiuployeil for 
maiiitamiug the standing army and, militia, there was a licrco con*, 
^trovefsy on the law ftilnesa of paying the duties levied at ports and 
bridges, for mahUainU^ roads aud other necessary imrpoMoa; that 
there were some who, TepUgtia!i|» to these imposts for turnpikes and 
pontages, were neverlhetess free in coiiscicncc to make payment of the 
usual freight at public ferrips, and that a person of exceeding aud 
punctilioUH zeal, dames Hussel, one of the sliiycrs of the Ax chhisJu^p 
of St Andrews, had given his testimbny with groat warmth cy<.‘n 
agahiat this hist fdnt shade of arubjectiou to Constituted antliority. 
Tifw ardent and enlightened person and his followers had also great 
scruples about the lawfulness of bestowmg tlie ordinaiw names upon 
the uays of tiie week and the months of the year, which savoured in 
their nostrils so strongly of paganism, Ihat at length tliey jirrivcd at 
the conclusion that they who owned such names as Monday, Tiic’-<iay, 
Januarv, February, and s6 forth, served themselves hotrs to llio 
same, if not greater pumsbment, than had been denounced against 
the iaohilers of oldt." n 
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David Deans hod been present on this memorable occasion, 
although too young to be a speaker among the polemical combatants. 
His brain, however, had been thoroughly heated oy the noise, clamour, 
and metaphysicid ingenuity of the discussion, and it was a controversy 
to which his mind had often returned ; and though he carefully dis- 
guised his vacillation from others, and perhaps from himself, he bad 
never been able to come to any precise fine of decision on the Kubject. 
In fact, his natural sense had acted as a counterpoise to his contro- 
versial zeal. He was by no means pleased with the quiet and indif- 
feroiit manner in whicli King William's government Murred over thc^ 
errors of the times, when, far from restoring the presby terian kirk to 
its former supremacy, they passed an act of obhvion even to those 
who had been its persecutors, and bestowed on many of them titles, 
favours, and employments. When, in the first General Assembly 
which succeeded the Kevolution, an overture was made for the 
revival of' the League and Covenant, it was with horror that Douce 
David heard the proposal eluded by the men of carnal wit and policy, 
as he called them, as being inapplicable to the present times, and not 
falling under the modern modm of the church. The reign of Queen 
Anne had increased his conviction, that the Revolution government 
Wiis not one of the true presbyterian complexion. But then, more 
sensible than the bigots of his sect, he did not confound the modera- 
tion and tolerance of these two reigns with the actm tyranny and 
oppression exercised in tliose of Charles II. and James II. The 
presbyterian form of religion, though deprived of the weight formerly 
attached to its sentences of excommunication, and compelled to 
tolerate tlie co-existence of episcopacy, and of sects of various de- 
scriptions, was still the National Church ; and though the glory (ff tho 
second temple was far iiiferibr to that which had flourished from 
1630 till the battle of Dunbar, stUlit was a structure that, wanting the 
strength and the teiTors, retained at least the form and symraetiy, of 
the origiuol model. Then came tlie iiisurrection in 1715, and David 
Doons's horror for lite reviviU of the popish and prelatical faction re- 
conciled him greatly to the government of King George, although ho 
grieved that tliat monarch might be suspected of a leaning unto 
Krastiauisin. In short, moved oy so nvany different considerations,, 
lie had shifted his ground at diiTercnt times concerning tlic degree of 
freedom wdiich he feit in adopthig any act of immediate actnow- 
Icdgment or submission to tbe prcscht govemmeut, whicli, however 
mild and jiatonml, was still imcoveuaiited ; and now he felt himself 
called upon by the most imwerful motive conceivable, to aiitliorize his 
daughter’s giving testimony in a court of justice, which all who have 
been since ctUled Oamoroniaiia accounted a ste^, of lamentable and 

t diredi defection. The voice of nature, however, exclaimed loud in 
s boxsoin against the dictates of fanaticism ; and his imagination, 
rtilo in llie solution of polemical difliculties, devised on expedient 
for extricjitirig himself from the fearful dilemma, in wliich he saw, on 
tho owe siwe, a fulling oil* from prirfciple, and, on the other, a sceno 
j^froai uhich a father’s thoughts could not but turn in shuddering 
|hoi lor. 

I “1 liiivo bccuipontttiiut and uucliangcd in my testimony,” said 
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^3)avi(l Pcaiis; “ but tlion who lias said It of niQ, that I have jud^jod 
^ iiiy neighbour over closely, beemuse he hath had more freedom in his 
walk than I have found in mine? 1 never was a separatist, nor for 
c^unrreling with tender souls about mint, cummin, or oilier the lesser 
tithes. My daughter Jean may have a light on this subject that is 
hid frae ray auld ecn— it is laid on her conscience, and not on .mine— 
If she Bath freedom to gang before this iudieatQiy, and hold up her 
hand for this poor cast-away, surely 1 will not say she steppeth over 

her hounds ; and if not'' He paused in his mental argument, while 

a pang of unutterable anguish convulsed his features, yet, shaking it 
oft, he firmly resumed the strain of his reasoning — And ip not— 
' (Hod forbid that she should go into defection at bidding of mine! 1 
w'linna fret the tender conscience of one balm— no« not to save the 
life of the other.” 

A Homan would hare devoted his daughter to death from dif- 
ferent feelings and motives, but not upon a more heroic principle of 
duty. 


CIUPTER XIX. 

To man, In this liis trial state, 

The privilege is given. 

When tost by tides oi‘ human fate, 

To oncliof fiist on heaven. 

Watts’ /it/mns. 

It was with a firm step tliat Beanp sought his daughter's apart- 
ment, determined to leave her to the fight of her own conscience in 
the dubious point of casuistry in wMcb he supposed her to be placed. 

The little room had been the sleeping apartment of both sisters, 
and there still stood there a small occasional bed w’hicli bad been 
made for Effie's accommodation, when, complaining of illness, she had 
declined to share, as in happier times, her sister's pillow. The eyes 
of Deans rested involuntarily, on entering the room, upon this little 
couch,- with its dark-green coarse curtains, and the ideas connected 
with it rose so thick upon his soul as almost to incapacitate him from 
opening his errand to his daugljter. Her occupation broke the ice. 
lie found her gazing on a slip of paper, which contained a citation to 
her to aiipenr as a witness upon ner sister's trial in behalf of the 
accused. For the worthy magistrate, determined to omit no chance 
of doing Effie justice, and to leave lier sister no apology for not 
giving the evidence which she w^as supposed to posses^ had caused 
the ordinary citation, or aulmama, of the Scottish criminal court, to 
i be Served upon her by an officer during his conference witli David. 

I This precaution w’os so far favourable to Deans, that it saved him 
f the pain of entering upon a formal explanation with his dajighter ; he 
’ only said, with a hollow and tremulous voice, " I perceive ye ore aware 
of the matter.” 

“ O father, we are cruelly sted between God's Jaws and man's laws, 
—What shall wc do ?— Wliat can we do ? " • t 
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Jcaiiie, it must be observcti, had no hesitation whatever about the 
mere act of ai)j)earii)ff m a court of justice. She mi^jht have hoard 
tlio discussed oy her father more than once ; but we have 

already noticed, that she was accustonicd to listen with reverence to 
much which she was incapable of understanding’, and that subtle 
argunii^nts of casuistry found her a patient, but nnedifuid ^learor. 
Upon roeeiviu^ the* citation, therefore, her Ihou^fhts did not turn 
upon the cliimoricivl scruples which alarmed her father^s mind, but 
to the hing'uag’C which had been held to her by the strung:if lU 
MuscJiat's Cairn, in a word, she never doubted but slie was to 1)6 
drag’g’cd forward into the court of justice, in ordc.r to place hi'f in 
the eVuel p<t.sitiou of either sacrificinjj her sistor bv telling' the triilli, 
or eoaitriitling: perjury in order to save lief life. And so strong'ly di<l 
her thougfhts run in this channel, tliat she applied her father’s words, 
“ Yc arc aware of the matter,” to his acnmuntuncti with the advice 
that had been so fearfully enforced upon iicr.^ She looked up wiih 
anxious surprise, not nnmingled with a cast of horror, which Ins next 
words, as she interpreted aud applied them, were not (jualiiied to 
vennu’o. 

“ Daughter ” said David, ‘Mt has ever been my mind, that m tliin<;s 
of line <K)ubtfal and cuntroversiai nature, ilk (Jlirisliau’s conscience 
suld bo his uiii ^juide— AVhereforo descend into yourself, try your aiu 
mind with siitFicicncy of soul exercise, and as you sitU niially find 
yourself clear to do in this matter— even so ho it.” 

“But, father,” sahl Jeanio, wliose mind revolted at the constnic- 
tion which she naturally put upon his langiuigc, “can lids- -Tnifl 
bo a doubtful or contrmcrsml matter? — Slind, father, lljt‘ niolli 
cummand— ‘Thou sUalt not bear false witness a^fuinst thy neigh- 
bour.’ ” 

David Deans paused; for, Bfrill applying her speech to his preeon- 
ceivcil ditliculties, it seemed to him as if she, a woman, and a si^itor, 
was scarce entitled to Ik* serupulouH upon this occasion, wliere he, a 
man, exercised in tne testimonies of that testifying period, Imd g’ivjcu 
indirect countenance to her following what must have been the 
natural dictates of Jicr own feelings. But he kej)t firm his purpose, 
until Ids eyes iiivoluntjirily resl^ upon tlie little settle-bed, and 
recalled the form of the child of Jiis, old as she sate upon it, 
pale, einociated, and brokcMi-heartcd, His mind, as the picture 
arose before him, involuntarily conceived, and bis tongue invo- 
luntarily uttered— but in a tone how difl'erent from Ids n.sual dog- 
matical precisiovi! — arguments for the course of conduct likely to 
ensure his child’s safety, 

“ Daughter,” ho said, “ 1 did not say that yonr^)ath w^as free from 
stumbling— and, questionless this act may be in the oninioii of some 
a trajisgfcssiozi, since he who bearcth witness unlawfully, and against 
his conscience, doth in some sort bear false witness against his 
neighbour Yet in matters of compliance, the guilt lieth not in the 
compliance sac mnckle, as in the mind and conscience of him that 
doth comply ; find, therefore, although my tefitimony hath not been 
spared upon public defections, 1 hoena felt freedom to separate iny- 
fidil fronrtho comtSdiuuion of many who have been clear to hear those 
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who have taken the fatal mdulgeuoo because they might 
get of them, though I could not." 

Wlieii David had proceeded thus far, his conscience reproved him, 
that he might be indirectly undermhung the purity of his d}mght<T\s 
ftiith, and smoothing the way for her falling on from stricliieSH of i>riu- 
ciple. He, therefore, suddenly stopped, and onaiigedlu»tone:—‘‘,leaiii<\ 
I perceive that our vile affections, —so I call thep in respect of doing 
the will of our Father,— cling too heavily to me m this hour of tr}ing 
sorrow, to permit me to keep sight of iny aiu duty, or to airt you to 
yours. 1 will speak nae man* aiient this over-trying matter.—.Yeanie, 
if yc can, wi’ (lod and glide conscience, speak In favour of this imir 
unhappy (here hia voice faltered) — “ She is your sister in the lle-^h 
— worthless and cast-avvay as she is, she is the daughter of a saint in 
heaven, that was a mother to you, Jeanie, in place of your ujn--i)iit if 
yc arena free in conscience to speak for her in tlnJcourt of judicature, 
follow your conscience, Jcanic, and let God^s will be done." After 
tliis adjuration he left tJie apartment, and his daughter remained in a 
state of great distress and perplexity. 

It would have been no small addition to the sorrows of David 
Deans, even in this extremity of suffering, had ho known that Ids 
daughter \ya.s applying the casuistical arguments which he liaii bcou 
using, not in the sense of a permission to foH<?w her owm ojiiniou on 
a dubious aifl disputed point of controversy,^ but rather as au 
encouragemout to traugress one of those divine commaudmeutB 
which Christians of all sects and denominations unite in holding 
most sacred. 

“ CJnu this be ? " said Jcanic, as the door closed on her father— 
“ Can these be his words that I have heard, or- has the Enemy laUen 
las voice and features to give weight unto the counsel whicli cau.'^olh 
to |M?rish ? — A sister’s life, and a father pointing out liow to save it ! 
— O God deliver me !— this is a feartV temptation." 

lloaining from thought to thought, she at (»ne time inmgincd her 
father understood the ninth commandment I'rteftilly, as proliiljiting 
false witness ag<iinst our neighbour, without extending the d(‘fumcia- 
^n against falsehood uttered in f(WOur of the criminal. Hut her 
clear dud unsophisticated power of discriminating between good and 
evil instantly rejected an mterpi’ctation so limited, and so nnwortliy 
of the Author of the law. Siie remained in a state of the most 
agitating terror and uncertabity— afraid to communicate her thoughts 
freely to her father, lest aho should draw forth an opinion writli wliii h 
she could not comply,— wrung with distress on bor sister’s account, 
rendered the more acute by reflecting* that the memis of saving her 
w(are in her power, J)ut wore such as her conscience proliibited her 
using, — ^tossed, in short, like a vessel iu nn open roadste*^ 
duringli storm, and, like that vessel, resting on one only sure cable 
. and anchor, — ^faii in Providence, and a resolution to discharge hei* 

[ duty. 

Butler’s afieetaon and strong sense of religion would ha^e been her 
principal support in these distressing circumstanccJs, but. be was still 
under restrami^ which did not permit him to come to St Jiconai’d’s 
Crags; imd her dUtresses were Of a nature, whiol^wwi her iij^erent 
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habits of WiholarHhip, slic found it impossible to express in 
She was therefore compelled to trust for guidmicc to her o>vii un- 
assisted sense of what was n/i|pht or wron^, 

i It was not the least of Jeanie's distresses, that, although she hoped 
and believed her flistcr to be innocent, she bad not the moans of 
.receivkijf that assurance from her own mouth. 

The doublo-deiilins: of Ratcliffe in the matter of Robertson liad not 
prevented his beinj? rewarded, as double-dealers frequently have been, 
with favour and preferment. Shari>itlaw, who found in him somcrfiingr 
of a kindred i^cnius, hod been intercessor in liis behalf with the ma^is- 
trat<^s, and the circumstfiiicc of his having? voluntarily remained in the 
prison, when the doors were forced by the mob, would have made it a 


itmr 


nfM ^ 


lie received a full pardon; and soon afterwards, James Ratcliffe, 
RTcatest thief aud‘ housebreaker in Scotland, was, upon the faith, 
X>crhaps, of an ancient proverb, selected as a person to be iutrubted' 
with tlic cusiodv of other delinquents. 

Wlien liatcliffe was tlius placed in a confidential situation) he was 
repeatedly applied to by the sapient Saddletree and otliers, who took 
wnno interest in the Deans’ family, to procure an interview between 
the sisters ; but the innjfistrates, who were eitremely anxious for the 
apprehension of Robertson, had given strict orders t(» the contrary, ^ 
hoping that, b> keeping them separate, they might, iVbm the one or ‘ 
the other, extract some information respecting that fugitive. On this 
subject Jcanic had nothing to teU them. She informed Mr Middle- * 
burgh, that she know nothing of Robertson, except having met him 
that night by appointment to give her some advice respecting her 
sister’s concern, the purport of which, she said, was betwixt God 
and her conscience. Of Ills motions, purpos^ or plans, past, 
jircsent, or future, she knew notiiing, and so had nothing to com- 
muincaCe. 


iSlfic was equally silent, though from a different cause. It was ini 
vain that they offend a commutation and alleviation of her punish- ' 
incni, and even a free xiardon, if she would confess what she knew of 
her lover. She answered only with tears; unless, when at times 
driven into pettish sulkiness by the persecution of the interrogators, 
she made them abrupt oud disrespectful answers. 

At lengthy after her trial liad been delayed for many weeks, in 
hopes she might be induced to spcaic out <m a subject infinitely more 
htercsting to the magistracy than lier own guilt or innocence, thdr 
patience was worn out, and even Mr Middleburgh finding no ear lent 
to farther iuteroesaion in her behalf, the day was fixed for the trial 
tonroceed. 

It was now, and not sooner, tliat Sharpitlaw, recollecting his promise 
to Eiiie Deans, or rather being dinned into compliance by Uie nn- 
ceasing remonstrances of Mrs Saddletree, who was his next-door 
neighbour, and who declared it was heathen cruelty to keep the twa 
broken-hearted creatures separate, issued important m an d atf, 
permitting them to see each other. ^ 

On the evening which preceded the eventful day of trial, Jeaniel 
was permitted see her sister-^-an awfhl internew, and'occurnDgl 
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<ai a di'^trossiiiff crisis. This, however, formed a part of the 
bitter cup whicli she Mas doomed to drink, to atone for crimes and 
follies to which she had no accession ; and at twelve o'clock noon, 
beinff the time appointed for admission to the jail, she went to meet, 
for the first time for several months, her gfuilty, emng[, and most 
miserable sister, in that abode of guilt, error, and utter misery 


CHAPTER XX. 

— Sweot slator, live! 

What sin you do to save a brothor's IKct 
Noturo dispenses with the deed so lar. 

That it becomes a virtue. 

Mwturtfor ifcaiure. 


*1 j: vnte Deaxs was admitted into ihe jail by Ratcliife. Thi^ fellow* 
af» void of shame as of honesty, as he opened the now trebly secured 
door, asked her, with a leer which made her shudder, whethcT &he 
remembored him?" 


A Imlf-pronounccd and timid No,” was her answer. 

What I not remember moonlight and Museluit’s Cairn, and Rob 
and Rat?” saW ho, with the same sneer Your memory needs 
redding up, my jo.” 

If Jeonie's distresses had admitted of aggravation, it must have 
been to find her sister under the charge of such a profligate as this 
man. He was not, indeed, without Bomething of good to balance so 
miieb that was evil in his character and hnbits. Inliis misdemeanours 
he had never been bloodtliirsty or cruel j and in b w present occupation, 
he had shown himself, in a certain degree, accessible to touches of 
liumanity. But these good qualities were unknowru to Joauie, who, 
remembering the scene at Muschat's Cairn, could scarce find voice to 
acriuaiiit liiin, that she had an order from Bailie Middleburgh, per- 
mitting her to see her sister. 

“ I Icon that fu' wcel, my bonny doo ; mair by token, 1 have a 
specid charge to stay in the word with you a' the time yc arc the- 
githcr.” 

Must that he sac ?” asked J^anic, with an imploring voice. 

" Jlout, ay, hinny/' replied the turnkey; “ and what the waur will 
Tou and your tittle be or Jim Ratcliffe hearing what ye hoc to say to 
ilk other ?~Deil a word ye’ll say that will gar him ken your kittle 
sex better tliau he kens tuom dlread/; and another thing is, that if 
ye dinna sneak o’ bveaking the Tolbooth, dcil a word will! tell ower 
uitlier to do ye good or ill.” 

Thus saying, RatcliflTo marshalled her the way to the apartment 
where Effie was confined. 


Shame, fear, and grief, had contended for inastenr iq the poor 
prisoner'b bosom dumg the whole luoniing, while sne had looked 
forward to this meeting ; but when the door opened, all gave way to 
a confused and strange feeling that liad a tinge of joy in it, as, throw-, 
ing herself on her sister's neck, she ejaculated, " My dear ^aniej — 
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my dear Jeanie I it’s lanff since 1 liae eecai ye.” J^nie returned the. 
embrace with an earnestness tliat partook almost of rapture, Imt it 
was only a hitting emotion, like a sunbeam unexpectedly penetrating 
betwixt the clouds of a tempest, and obscured almost as soon as 
visible. The sisters walked together to the side of the imllet bed, 
and :snte down side by side, took hold of each other’s hands, and 
looked each other in, the face, but witliout speaking a word. ' In this 
posture they remained for a minute, while the gleam of joy gradually 
faded from their features, and gave way to the most intoiiso expres- 
sion, first of melancholy, and llien of agony, till, throwing themselves 
again into eacli other’s arms, they, to use the language of Scripture, 
lifted up their voices and wept biiterlv. 

Even the hard-hearted turnkey, who had spent his life in scenw 
cdleuJated to stifle both conscience and feeling, could not witness this 
scene without a touch of human sympathy. It was shown in a 
trifling action, but which had more delicacy in it than seemed to 
belong tf> Jiatclifle’s character and station. The nnglazed window 
of the miserable chamber was open,, and the beams of a bright sun 
fell riglit upon the bed where the sufferers were seated. With a 
gcntlcuess that had something of reverence in it, EatclifFe partly 
closed the shutter, and seemed thus to throw a veil over a scene so 
sorrowful.” 

“ Ye are ill, Efiie,” were the first words Jennie cotdd utter; **ye 
arc very ill.” - ' 

O, what wad I gie to be ten times waur, Jeauiel ” was the reply 
— ‘MvluitwadI gie^tobo cauld dead afore the ten o’clock liell the 
morn! And our father~.-but I am his bairn nae langer now— O, I 
Imo nae friend left in the warjdl— *0, that 1 Were lying dead at my 
motliov’b side, in Newbattle kirkynrd I” 

“ J lout, lassie,” said Ratdifie, willing to show the interest which he 
,'ib‘4oJiitt;Iy felt, “ diiina bo sac dooms doon-hearted as a* that ; tliere’s 
mnny a tod hunted that’s no killed. Advocate Langtalehas brought 
folk through waur Snappers than a’ this, and there’s no a cleverer 
agent than Nichil Novit e’er drew a bill of suspension. Hanged or 
uiih.'inged, they are weel afl* has sic an agent and counsel ; au^s sure 
o’ fair jdftj. Ye are a bonny loss, too. an ye wad brisk up your cocker.- 
nonie a bit ; and a bonny lass will find favour wi’ judge and jury, when 
they would strap up a gTewsorae carjie like me for the fifteenth part 
of a flea’s hide and tallow, d— 4i them.” 

I'o this homely Btiiiiii of consolation the mourners returned no 
answer; indeed, they were so much lost in their own Bbrrowsasto 
harx become insensible of Ilatcliffe’s presence. " O said her 
elder sistci', ** how could you conceal your situation from me ? O 
woman, had I deserved tins at your hand? — ^had ye spoke but no 
word— sorry we miljht hae been, and shamed we might liae been, but 
this aM'fu’ dispensation hod never come ower us.” 

‘^Aud ijliat gude wad that hae dune?” answered the prisoner. 
"Na, na, Jeaiue, a’ was ower when ance I forgot what 1 promised 
when I faulded down the leaf of my Bible. Sec,” she said, producing 
tec sacred volume, “ the book opens aye at the place o' itsell. O see, 
Jeauic, ^liat a fcsirfii’ Scripture 1 ” 
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Joanie took her sistcr’8 Bible, awl found that the fatal mark was 
made at this impressive text in the book of Job : “ He hath stripped 
mo of my fflory, and taken the crown ft'om my liea<l. He hath 
destroyed me on every sidei and I am g^one. And mine hope hath lie 
removed like ii tree.” 

‘‘Isna that mver true a doctrine?” said the pri'?oi}er— Isna my 
erown^my J loiiour removed ? And what am I hut a poor wasted, wa n- 
thriven tree, du»r up by the root-s, and flange out*to waste in the hi^ili- 
w'ajg that man and beast may tread it under foot ? I thought o" the 
hobUY bit tlmrn that our father rooted out o' the yard last May, when 
it hnti a* flu* ilush o’ hlossoms on it; and then it lay in the rourt till 
the beasts had trod them a' to pieces wi' their feet. I little thou^fht, 
when 1 was wae for the bit silly green bush and its flowers, that I was 
to gan^r the same gate mysell. ' 

0, if ye had spoken ae word,” again eohhed Jeanie,— if I w*ere 
free to swear i.hat ye had' said but ae word of how it stude wi^ ye, they 
couldna hae touched yonr life this day.” 

*■' Could they uft ?” said Kflie, with something like awakened interest 
-.-for life is dear evcJi to those who feel it is a burden—** Wba taiild 
ye thnt, Jeanie?” 

It was aiie that kend what he was saying w’Oel enough,” replied 
Jeanie, who had natural reluctance at inentioning even the name of 
her sister’s stMucer. 

*• Whii was it ?“-I conjure you to' tell me,” said Effie, sooting herself 
upright.-"** Wba c(mld lak interent in sio a "cost-by as I am now ?— 
AV as i t— was it kirn f ” 

“I lont,” said Hatcliffe, ** what signiflea keeping the poor lassie in a 
s,wither ? 1 ’se uphaud it 's been Ttober^on that learned yc that doc- 
trine whei) yc saw' him .‘)f Miisehnt’s Cairn.” 

“ Was it liirn ?” said Kthe, catching eagerly at his words—** was it 
him, Jeanie, indeed ? — 0, 1 see it was him*f-^or lad, and 1 w as think- 
ing his heart was as hard ns the nether mill>&tane-~and him in sic 
danger on his ain part— poor George j ” • 

Womcwliat indi^mnt at this l)ui*st of tender feeling tow^ards tlic 
author of her misery, Jeanie could not help exclaiming—** O Effie, 
liow ean ye speak tbat gate of sie a man as that?” 

We maim forgie our enemies, ye ken," said poor Effie, with n 
timid look and a subdued voice t tor her conscience told her what n 
diflereut character tJio feelinjfs with which she still regarded her 
seducer bore, comj|)tired with the Christian chai'ity under whicli she 
attempted to veil ft. 

“ And ye hoe stiflered a’ this for hhn, and ye can think of loving 
Mm )Rtill ? " Raid l¥;r sister, in a voice betwixt pity and blame. 

“ Love him I " aumvered Effie—** If I liadna loved a.«» woman seldom 
loves, I hadna been wiiluu these wa’s this day ; and trow ye, tliat love 
flic as mine is lightly forgotteii ?— Ka, nor— ye may hew down the tree, 
but ye canna change iU bend— And O Jeanie, if je wad do good to 
me at tliis moment, toll me every word that he said, and Whether he 
was sorry for poor Effie or no I * 

“ Whiit ueeils I tell ye onyihing aboutit ? ” said Jeanie. " Ye may 
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be sure lie bad ower niiickle to do to save himscll, to speak lan^ or 
umcklo about ouybody beside.” 

“That's no true, Jeanie, thouffh a saunt bad said it,” replied Eliie, 
with a sparkle of her former lively and irritable temper. “ But yo 
diima ken, tbou^fh I do, how far he pat his life in venture to save 
mine.” And looking at Eatclifife, she checked herself and was ^ 
silent.' 

“ I fancy,” said Eatcbffe, with one of his familiar sneers, “ the lassie 
thinks that naehody has een but hersell—Didna I see when Gwitle 
Geordie was seeking to get other folk out of the Tolbooth forby Jock 
Portcous? but ye are of my mind, hinny— -better sit and rue, than flit 
and rue— ye needna look in my face sae amazed. 1 ken mair things 
than tliat, maybe.” 

“ O my God ! my God 1 ” said Effic, springing up and throwing 
herself down on her knees before him— “ D’ye ken where they liae 
putten my bairn ?—0 my bairn! my bairn! the poor sackless inno- 
cent new-born wee ane— bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh !— 0 
man, if ye wad e’er deserve a portion in heaven, or a broken-hearted 
creature’.s blessing upon earth, tell me where they bae put my bairn 
— the sign of my shame, and the partner of my sufleviiig I tell me 
wha has taen't awav, or what they hae dune wi’t I ” 

“ Hout tout,” said the turnkey, endeavouring to extricate himself 
from the firm grasp with which she held him, “ that’s •‘taking mo at 
my word wi' a witness— Bairn, quo* she? How the deil suld I kcu 
onything of your bairn, huzzy ? Ye maun ask that ofauld Meg Mur- 
dockson, if yedinna ken ower muckle about it yoursell.” 

As his answer destroyed the wild and vague hope which had sud- 
denly gleamed upon her, the unlmppy prisoner let go her hold of liis 
coat, and fell with her face on the pavement of the apartment in a 
strong convulsion fit. 

Jeauio Deans possessed, with her excellently clear iiuderstanding, 
the concomitant advantage of promptitude of spmt, even in the ex- 
tremity of distress. « 

She did not suffer herself to be overcome by her own feelings of • 
exouisite sorrow, but instantly applied herself to her sister’s relief* 
with the readiest remedies which eircumstances afforded ; and which, 
to do Ratcliffejustice, he showed himself anxious to suggest,aud alert 
in prociu’ing. He had even the delicacy to withdraw to the farthest 
corner of tlie room, so as to render hi^ official attendance upon them 
1 ^ little intrusive as possible, when Effie was composed enough again 
Hb resume her conference with her sister. 

E Tim prisoner once more, in the most earnest and broken tones, 
^uyured Jeanie to tell her the particulars of the conference witli 
nportson, and Jeanie felt it was impossible to refuse her this grati- 

ye mind,” she said, “Effie, when ye were in the fever before 
we left Woodend, and how angiy yom* mother, that’s now in abetter 
place, was wi' me for gieing ye milk and water to drink, because ye 
grat for it ? Ye were a bairn then, and ye are a woman now, and 
riiould kcu better than ask what canna but hurt you— But come weal 
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Or WO, I canna refuse ye onytliinij that yc ask rae wi’ the tear in 
your ee.” 

Ag-ain Effie threw hoi*self into her arms, tmd kissed her,, check and 
forehead, murmuring, “ O, if yc kend how laiigf it is since I heard Jiis 
name mentioned!— if yc but kend how muckle grood it does me but to 
ken onythin^o' him, tliat*s like goodness or kindness, ye wadua won- 
der that I wish to hear o' him I " , • 

Jeanie sighed, and commenced her narrative of all that had passed 
betwixt Robertson and her, making it as brief as imssible. Eme list- 
ened in breathless anxiety, holding her sister's hand in hers, and 
keeping her eye feed upon her face as if devouring every word slie 
utterecL The interjections of “ Poor fellow !"— "Poor George !" which 
escaped in whispers, and betwixt sighs, were the only sounds with 
wiuen she interrupted the sto]||j|^^^hen it was finishccl she made a 
long pause. ' 

" And this was his advice?" wore the first words she uttered. 

" Just sic as I hac toll'd ye," replied her sister. 

" And he wanted you to say sometliing to yon folks, that wad save 
my young life ? ” 

" lie wanted," answered Jeanie, "that I suld be mansworn." 

“ Aiul you taukl him,” said Effie, " that ye "wadna hear o* coming 
between ine and the death that 1 am to die, and me no aughtceu year 
auldyet?” * 

I told him," replied Jeanie, who now trembled at the turn which 
h(jr sihtcr's refledtioiis seemed about to take, " that I daured na swear 
to ail untruth." 

“ And what d'ye ca' an untruth?" said Effie, again showing a touch 
of her former spirit — ^"Ye are nnicklc to blame, lass, if ye think a 
inotlier would, or could, murder her aiii bairn— Murder !—l wad Imc 
laid down my life just to see a blink o' its ee!" 

“ I do believe," said Jeanie, "that ye are as innocent of sic a pur- 
pose as the new-born babe itsell." 

“ I am glad yc do rae that justice,” said Eme, haughtily ; "It’s 
Avhiles the Taut of very good folk like yon, Jeanie, that they think a' 
the rest of the warld are as bad as the warst temptations can make 
them." 

" I dinna deserve this frae ye, Effie," said her sister, sobbing, and 
feeling at once the injustice of tJic reproach, raid compassion for the 
state of mind which aictated it. 

“ Maybe no, sistei'," said Effie. " But ye*arc angry because I love 
Robertson— riow can I help loving him, that loves me better than 
body and soul baith?— Hei*e he put ftis life in- a niff'er, to break the 
prison to let me ou#; and sure am I, had it stood wi' him as it stands 
wi' you "—Here slie paused and was silent. 

“ O, if it sfcude wi' me to save ye wi' risk of my life I ” said Jc<pie. 

“ Ay, lass," said her sister, "that’s lightly said, hut no sae lightly 
credited, frae ane that winna ware a word for me ; and if it ^0 a wrang 
word, ye’ll hae time encugh to repent o't." 

" But that word is a grievous sin, and it's a deeper offence when 
it's a sin wilfully and presumptuously committed." 

" Weel, weel, Jeanie,” said Effie, " I mind a' ab#ut the siijs o* pre- * 
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Bumptiou in the queatioua— we/H spoak nae malr about this matter, 
and ye may save voiir breath to say your carritch; andforme,ril 
soon fiae nae breath to waste on onybody.” 

^ “ I must needs say,” interposed Rateline> " that it’s d d bard, when 
three words of your mouth would give the girl the chance to nick 
Moll Blood, i that you make such scr^ling about rapping’* to tliem; 
D— n me, if tljicy wpiild take me, if 1 would not rap .to all wnatd’yc- 
callums— Hyssoi/fi Fables, for her life— I am us'd to % b— t me, for 
less matters. Why, 1 have smaeked calf-skin * fifty times in Enf laud 
for a k(fg of brandy.” 

** Never speak niair o*t,” said tho prisoner. “ It's just as weel as it 
is— .and gude day, sister; ye keep Mr Ratcliffe waiting* on— Ye'll 

come ba<’k and see me, I reckon, before” here she stopped, and 

bceainc deadly pale. 

And are we to part in this way,” said Jeanie, ** and you in sic 
deadly peril ? 0, Ktrie, look but up, and say what ye wi\d fiao me to 
do, and 1 could find in my heart araaist to say tlint I wad do't.” 

‘^No, Joanie.” replied her sister, after an <^ffort, ‘*I am better 
minded now. At my best, I was never half sae gude as ye were, and 
what for suld y(»u begin to mak yoiiraell waur to save me, now that I 
am no wortii saving? God knows, that in my sober mind, I wadna 
w'liss ony living creature to do a wrang thing to save njy life. I mi^ht 
have fled frao Ibis tolbootli on that aTOi' night "wi'ane wad hae carried 
uio through the warld, and friended me, and fended for me. Rut I 
sjiid to them, let life gang when gudo fame if gane before it. But 
this lang imprisonment has broken my spirit, and 1 am whiles sair 
left t(» inysell, and then 1 wad gie the Indian mines of gold and dia- 
monds, just for life and breath— for I think, Jeanie, 1 have such roving 
fits lus 1 used to hae in the fever; but, instead of the fiery een, and 
wolves, and ^^"idow ButleFs bullseg, that I used to see spieling up on 
my bed, 1 am thinking now about a high, black gibbet, andf me stanuing 
iij), and such seas of faces all lookmg up at poor Effie Deans, and 
asking if it be her that George Robertson used to call the Lily of St 
Jiconard's, And then tlioy stretch out their faces, and make mouths, 
and giro at me, and which ever way I look, I see a face laughing 
like Meg Murdockson, when she taufd me 1 had seen the last of my 
wean. God preserve us, Jeanie, that carlhie has a fearsome faccl^' 
She clapped her hands before her eyes as she uttered this exclam- 
ation, as if to secure Jierself against seeing the fearful object she had 
alinded to. , * , 

Jeanie Deans remained witl\ her sister for two hours, during which 
she endcayour^, if possible, to extract something from ter that might 
be .serviceable In her exculpation. But she had n^fthing to say beyond 
what .she laid dedared on hel* first examination, with the pui'port of 
which the ro;idor will be made acquainted in proper time and place. 

They wadna believe her,” she said, “and she had naething mair to 
tell them.*'. 

At Icngm Ratditfe, though rductaiitly, informed the sisters that 
there was a necessity that they shoidd part. “ Mr Novit,” he said, 

, ^ ^ TU« galrfvm. 
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^ woa to geo the prisoner, and iimybe Mr Lou^ele too. ^ Lani^tale 
likes to look at a obiiny lass, whotlier in prison or out o’ prison.” 

Reluctantly, therefore, and siowly, after many a tear, and many an 
embrace, Jeanio retired from the apartment, and heard its jarrluff 
bolts turned upon the dear being* from whom slie was separated. 
Somewhat familiarized now even witli. her rude conductor, she^ffered 
liim a small present in money, with a request Jie would do what he 
could for her sister’s accommodation. To her surprise, Ratcliffe 
declined the f(?e. ‘‘ 1 wasna bloody when 1 was on the pad,” he said, 
** and I whina be ^^eedy— that is, beyond what’s right and reasonable 
—now that 1 am in the lock.—Keep the siller; and for civility, your 
sister sail hae sic as 1 can bestow; but I hope you’ll think better on 
it, and rap an oatli lor her — dcil a hair ill there, is in it, if yc are 
rapping agane the crown. I keml a worthy minister, as prude a man, 
bating the deed they deposed him for, as ever ye heard claver in a 
pu’pit, that rapped to a hogshead of pigtail tobacco, just for as 
miickle ns fillen liis spleuchari.^ But maybe yc are keeping your aiu 
counsel— wecl, weel, there’s nae harm in that. As for your sister, 
I’se see that she gets her meat clean and warm, and 1 11 try to gar 
her lie down and take a sleep after dinner, for deil a ee she’ll close 
tlio night, 1 hae gude experience of tlioae matters. The first night 
is nye the warst o’fc. I hae never heard o* nne that sleepit the night 
afore trial, but of mony a ane that sleepit as sound as a tan the 
in^ht before their necks were stranghted. '’And it’s nac wonder — 
warst may be tholed wheu it’s kend— Better a finger afl as aye 
wagging/' 


CHAPTER XXI. 

Yet Ihoiijtlt thou ma.vst be dragged in icotii 
To yonrlor l^tiotulnlous tree, « 

Ilmu elmlt not want one rnJthAil friend 
To Bluue the cruel futes' decree. 

jEtfUT DAiiTsori. 

After spending the greater part of the morning in his derotiona 
(for his benevolent neighbours had kindly insisted upon discharging 
his task of ordinary labour), David Deans entered the apartment 
when the breakfast meal was prepared. His eyes were involuntarily 
cast down, for he was afraid to look at Jeauie, uncertain as he was 
whether she might feel herself at liberty, with a good conscience, to 
attend the Cou^ oJOusliciary that day, to give the evidence which he 
understood that she possessed, in order to her sister’s exculpation. At 
length, after a minute of apprehensive hesitation, he looked at her 
dre^s to discover whether it seemed to be in her'contemplation to go 
abroad that moniiug. Her apparel was neat ami plain, but such as 
conveyed no exact intimation of her intentions to go abroad. She 
had exchanged her nsual garb for morning labour, fixe one something 
inferior to tfiat with whicn, as her best, slic was wont to dress herself 

» Tohaceo-poaca f 
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for church, or auy more rare ocisasiion of going into society. Ilor " 
sense taught her, that it was respectful to be decent in her apparel on 
Bitch an occasion, 'while lier feelings induced her to lay aside the use 
of ijic very few and simple personal ornaments, which, on other 
occasions, she permitted herself to wear. So that there occurred 
iiotliiiig in her external appearance which could mark ouJi to her ' 
father, with anything like certainty, her intentions on this occasion. 

Tlie prqmrations for their humble meal were Uiat morning made 
in vain. The father and daughter sat, each assuming the appeayanoe 
of eating, when the other’s eyes wore turned to them, and desisting 
from the etfort with disgust, when the affectionate imposture secmeil 
no longer iiccessaiy. 

At length these moments of constraint wore removed. Tlie sound 
of St Giles's heavy toll announced the hour previous to the com- 
mencement of the trial ; Jeanie arose, and, with a degree of com- 
posure for which she herself could not account, assumed her phi id, 
and made her other preparations for a distant walking. It was a strange 
contrast between the firmness of her demeanour, and the vacillation 
and cruel uncertainty of purpose indicated in all ner father’s motions; 
and one unacquainted with both could scarcely have supposed that the 
former was, in her ordinary habits of life, a docile, quiet, gentle, and 
even timid country-maiden, while her father, with a jaiiuu naturally 
proud and Btrong, and supported by religious opinions, of a stern, 
stoical, and unyielding character, bad in his time undergone and 
withstood the most severe hardships, and the most imminent peril, 
without depression of spirit, or sui^ngation of liis constancy. The 
secret of this difference was, that Jeanie's mind had already antici- 
pated the line of conduct which she must adopt, with all its natural 
and necessary consequences; while her father, ignorant of every 
oilier circumstance, tormented himself with imagining what tlie one 
sister might say or swear, or what effect licr testimony miglit liavo 
mioii the awful evei^ of tho trial. 

He watched his daugliter, with a faltering and indecisive look, 
until slie looked back upon him, with a look of unutterable anguish, 
ns slie was about to leave the apai*tment. 

^ **My dear lassie,” said he, "I will” — His action, hastily and con- 
^fec dly searching for liis wo*’9ted mittans^ and staff, showed his 
■Ibose of accompanying hes, Ahougji his tongue failed distinctly to 
[^■bnee it. 

■pt'ather,” said «Teauie, replying ratlier to his action than his words, 
iPre had better not.” 

‘‘ In the strength of my Gof,” answered Deans, assuming firmness, 

‘‘ I will go forth.” 

And, taking his daughter’s arm under his, he began to walk from 
the door with a step so hasty, that she was nlmost unable to keep up 
with him. A trifling circumstance, but which marked the perturbed 
state of liis mind, checked his course.—'* Your bonnet, father?” said 
Jeanie, who observed he had come out with hia grey hairs uncovered. 
He turned back with a slight blush on his cheek, being ashamed to 


‘ A tiiiil ofworsteil gloves useil by llie lower order?. 
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Iiavc been detected in an otnissdon which indicated so much mental 
confusion, assumed his large blue Scottish bonnet, and with a step 
slower, but more composed, as if the circumstance had obliged him 
to summon m> his resolution, and collect his scattered ideas, again 
placed his daughter’s arm under his, and resumed the way to 
Edinburgh. 

The courts of justice were then, and are still, held in what hf called 
the Parliament Close, or, according to modern phrase, the Parliament 
Square, and occupied tlie buddings intended for the accommodation of 
the Scottish Estates. This edifice, though in an imperfect and cor- 
rupted style of arcliitecture, had then a grave, decent, and, as it were, 
a judicial aspect, which was at least entitled to respect from its 
antiquity. For which venerable front, I observed, on my last 
occasional visit to the metropolis^ that modern taste had substituted, 
at great apparent expense, a pile so utterly inconsistent with evciy 
monument of antiquity around, and in itself so clumsy at the same time 
and fantastic, that it may be likened to the decorations of Tom Errand 
the porter, in the Trip to the Jubilee, when he appears bedizened with 
the tawdry finery of I3eau Clincher. Sed transcat cum cederis 
errorihus^ 

The small quadrangle, or Close, if we may presume still to give it 
that appropriate* though antiquated title, which at Litchfield, Salis- 
bury, and elsoiihere, is properly applied to designate the enclosure 
a^acent to a cathedral, already evinced tokens of the fatal scene 
which was that day to be acted. The soldiers of the City Guard were 
on their posts, now enduring, and now rudely repelling with the bats 
of their miftkets, the motley crew who thrust each otlier forward, to 
catch a glance at the unfortunate object of trial, as she should pass 
from the adjacent prison to the Court in which her fate was to be 
determined. All must have occasionally obsen'cd, with disgust, the 
apathy with which the vulgar gaze on scenes of tliis nature, and bow 
seldom, unless when their sympathies are called foi'th by some striking 
and extraordinary circumstance, the crowd evince any interest deeper 
than that of callous, unthinking bustle, and bnital curiosity. They 
laugh, jest, quarrel, and push each other to and fro, with the siuhe uu- 
fcenngincUncrence as if they were assembled for some holvday sport, 
or to see an idle procession. Occasionally, however, this aeineanour, 
so natural to the degraded populace of a large towm, is exchanged for 
a temporary touch of human afifbctioiis ; and so it chanced on the pre- 
sent occasion. 

When Deans and his daughter presented themselves in the Close, 
and endeavoured to make their way fosward to tlic door of the Court- 
house, they became^nvolved in the mob, and subject, of course, to 
their insolence. As Deans repelled with some force the rude pushes 
which he received on aU sides, his figure and antiquated dress caught 
the attention of the rabble, who often show an intuitive sharpness in 
ascribing the proper character from external appearance. — 

“ Ye’re welcome, whlgiB, 
rrae BotUweli jbrJggs,” 

Bung one fellow (for the mob of Edinburgh were 04 that time jacobL * 
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tioaUt proHf>ly beoatifte that tbe line Of f^entimeiit most 

diamkrimly opposite to cxistinj? autbority) 

*« Mecw naviti Winioia^* 

Choara of twfnty* 

Han oj» the pn’pit 
And Mai4c lUlUeciaiikle/' 

<^nteil a siren, wliose profession mi|Cht bojrucissed by ber appc inincc. 
A tatt(-Pi»d cadie, or ferrand-portcr, whom David Dcan-j had .lostled in 
bis attemiit to extricato himself from the vieinity of these scoijners, 
exclaimed iu a strong* north-conntry tone, “ Ta deil ding oub her 
Oanierouian eeu— what gies her titles to diinch gentlemans about?’' 

“ Make room for the laliim elder," said yet another; “ he comes to 
see a precious eister dorify God in the Grassraarketl" 

** Whisht; sdmme’s in ye, sirs " said the voice of n man very loudly, 
which, m quickly sinking, said in a low, hut ilistiuct tone, “ It's her 
father and sister." 

All fell back to moke way for the Hufferers ; and all, even the very 
rudest and most prodigal e, were struck with shame and silence. In 
the hjnuK* thus abandoned to them by the mob, Deans htood, holding 
Ids daughter by the hand, and said to her, with a countenance 
Btrongiy and sternly exprosbi\c of his iuieiiial emotion, “Ye hear 
with your ears, and >e free with your eyes, where and to whom the 
hm'kslidiiigs and detections of professors are ascribed by the scottbrM. 
iNot to themselves alone, but to the kuk of which they aie members, 
and to its blessed and invisible Head. Then, wed may we take wi' 
patience our share and ]»ortioii of this outspreading reproach." 

The man who had spoken, no other thau our old fnedd Dumbie- 
dikes, whose mouth, like that of the jirophet's ass, hml been oi>cnisl 
by the emergency of the case, now lomed them, and, with Ins usual 
taciturnity, eacmted tliem into Hie Court-house. No opposition was 
ofleied to their eutioiice, either by Uieguaids or door keepers; audit 
is even said, that one of the latter refused a shilling of civility-money, 
tendered him by tlid Laud of Dumbiedikeb, who was of opinion that 
fiiller wad make a* easy." But Uim last incident wants confirmation. 
Admitted within the precincts of the Court-house, they found the 
usual number of busy omee-bearers, and idle loiterers, who attend on 
these scenes by choice, or fium duty. Burghers gaped and stored; 

K Young lawyers sauntered, sneered, and laughed^ as in the pit of the 
atre; while others apart sat on a bench retired, and reoBoned 
hly, inier apices juris^ On the doctrines of constructive crime* and 
iiue impoit of the statute. The bench was prepared for the 
i\al of the judges. The jurors were in attendance. The crown- 
' eouDael, employed in looking over their briefs an 1 notes of evidence, 
looked grave, and whispeieu with each other They occupied one 
side gf a lor^ table placed beneath the bench; on the other sat the 
advocates, vmom the huroanitjr of the BcoUish law (m this particular 
ixMe liberal than that of the Mster country) not only permits, hut en- 
joins, to appear and assist with their advice and sbll all nersoua 
under trial Mr Nichil Novit was seen actively instructing the 
counsel fbr the panel (so the prisoner is called in Scottish Uw- 
phraaeology), burr, bustlkg, and important When they euteied the 
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^Oaurft-room, Deans asked tko Lsird, in a tremulovm whknorf ^Where 
im‘ 11 »//c sit?" I 

Duiubiedikoa whispered NoTit, who pointed to a vorant gpaee at 
Ihe bar, fronting the judges^ and was about to conduct Deans towards 
it. 

“ No I " he said ; ^ 1 cannot sit by her— I cannot own her— not as 
yet, at deast— 1 will keep out of lier sight, and turn min© own eyes 
elHcwliei e— hotter for ns oaith." • 


feiuddletroo, whose repeated interference with the Oouusel had pro- 
curc(fliiin one or two rehiifis, and a d^pecial request that he would oop- 
ceni himself nith liis own matters, now «hw with pleasure au opi»or- 
tunity of playing liie i)eraou of fiuportaneo. If a bustled up to Ihc 
]»<)oi old ninn, and proooodcd to exhibit his consequence, by seeming, 
tbrouah hi^ interest with the bar-keeners nudniocers. a seat for Dcan^, 
111 a sii nation wlicie he was luddeu bom the general eye by the pi^ 
jcfting coiner of the bench. 

“ It's glide to Jitti e a friend at court,” lie said, continuing his beatt- 
lesh haraiifliies io the pasii\e auditor, who neither heard nor replied to 
nieiii; “ few folk but mvsell could hae sorted ye out a seat like this 
-tlie Lords will he here iiiconliuciit, and proceed iimitfuler to Inal, 
'Fhev wmnm fence the court as Uieydo at the Ciicuil— The High 
Coiut cd* Justuiaiy is aye fenced.- But, Loids sake, what's this o’t? 
—JiMiiie, ye ate a cited witness — Macer, thi^lass is a wilnes-i she 
nianu be enclo'^ed— hbo maun on nac iiccouUi be at lai ge. hL Nov it, 
“uldiia Jeame l><»ans be enclosed J*” 

Novit anaweicd in the nttiimativc, and ofTcrod to conduct Jennie to 
the apaitmeiit, where, according to tlie wrupulous iiraetn'o of the 
Hiottish Court, the w ituesses remain iu readiness to lx‘ calh'il info 
coin I to give evidence; and separated, at the hauio time, fioin all 
who might influence theii Ic'itimopy, or give them inforimitiou con-. 
cci nine that which was jiassing upon the trial. 

" Is lliis ncccbsary ? ” baid Jeame, still reluctant to quit her fafUoi ’s 
hand. • 

“A matter of absolute needccssitv” said Saddletree | ** wha ever 
heard of witnesses no being enclosed?” 

" It is really a matter of necessity,” said tlie younger connsollor, 
retained for her sister ; and Jeaiiio reluctantly followed Ihe macer of 
ihe court to the place appointed. 

'*Tlii8,MrDeau8,’' saMlSaddicCrec, “is ca'd sequestering a witness; 
but it's clean different (whilk maybe ye vvadua fund out (f jour3clJ) 
frac sequestering ane*« estate or effects, os iu cases of bankruptcy. I 
hoe alien been sequestered as g witness, for the Sheiifl* is in tlic Ubo 
whiles to cry me in ^ witness the declarations at i>recognilions, and 
so is Mr Sharpitlaw ; but 1 was ne'er like to be ecquesfered o* land 
and glides but aiice, and that was laiig syne, afore 1 was uian'ied. 
But wlU'.Ut, whisht I here's tlie Court coming.*' 

As he stroke, the five Lords of Justiciary, in their long robes of 
scarlet, failed witli white, and preceded by their mace«b<,»aTUr, entered 
witii the usual formalitieb, and took their places upon the beuch of 
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their entrance was hardlycomposedj'wlieiia great noise andcoiifftsion - 
of pei-sons struggBng, and fordbly endeavouring to enter at the doors 
of file Court-room and of the galleries, announced that the prisoner 
was about to be placed at the bar. This tumult takes place when the 
doors, at first only opened to those either having right to bo present, 
or to the better and more qualified ranlcs, are at length laid open to .j 
all whose curiosity induces them to be present on the occasion. With 
inflamed countenances and dishevelled dresses, struggling with, and 
sometimes tumbling over each other, in rushed the rude multitude, 
while a few soldiers, forming, as it were, the centre of the tidej could 
scarce, with all their efforts, clear a passage for the prisoner to the , 

S lacc which she was to occupy. By the authority of the Court, aud 
le exertions of its officers, the tumult among the spectators was at 
length appeased, aud the unhappy gild brou^t forward, and placed 
betwixt two sentinels witli drawn bayonets, as a prisoner at the bar, 
where she was to abide her deliverance for good or evil, according to 
the issue of her trial. 


CHAPTER xxn. 

Wo have strict statutes^ and most blUng laws— i 
The needful hits, OTid curbs fbr headstrong stoediu^ 

Wlilcli, for these fourteen years, we have let sleep, 

Like to an o’ergrown lion in a C4\vc, 

That goes not out to prey • 

* Measure foi' Measure, 

“Eupitemia Deans," said the presiding Judge, in an accent in 
which pity was blended with dignity, “ stand up, and listen to the 
crimiiim indictment now to be preferred against you.” 

The unhappy girl, who had been stupified by the confusion tlirousrli 
which the guards had forced a passage, cast a bewildered look on the 
multitude of faces around her, whicE seemed to tapestry, as it were, 
ilie walls, in one broad slope from the ceiling to the floor, with human 
countenances, and instinctively obeyed a command, which rung in her 
ears like the trumpet of the judgment-day. 

‘‘ Put back your hair, Eme,'^ said ono of the macers. For her 
beautiful aud abundant tresses of long fair hair, wliicli, according to 
the costume of the country, unmarried women were not allowed to 
cover with any sort of cap, and wliichj alas ! Effic dared no longer 
confine with the snood or riband, which implied purity of maiden-fame, 
now hung unbound and dishevelled over her f^ice, and almost con- 
cealed her features. On receiving this hint from the attendant, the 
unfortunate young woman, with a hasty, trembling, and apparently 
mechanical compliance, shaded back from her face her luxuriant looks, 
and showed to the whole court, excepting one individual, a eoun- 
tenance, ivhicli, though pale aud emaciated, was so lovely amid its 
agony, that it called forth an miiversai murmur of compassion and 
sympathy. Apparently the expressive sound of human feeling re- 
oiuled the poor girl from the stupor of fear, which predominated at 
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first over cvci’v other sensation, and awakened her to the no leas pain- 
ful sense of shame and exposure attached to her present situation. 
Her eye, whicli had at first glanced wildly around, was turned on the 
ground ; her cheek, at first so deadly pale* began ^adually to he over- 
spread with a taint blush, which increasea so fast, that, when in agony 
of shame she strove to conceal her face, her temples, her hrojv, her 
neck, and all that her slender fingers and small p/ums could not cover, 
became of the deepest crimson. 

All marked and were moved by these changes, excepting one. It 
was bid Deans, wlio, motionless in his seat, and concealed, as we have 
said, by the corner of the bench, from seeing or being seen, did never- 
theless keen his eyes firmly fixed on the ground, as ifdetermined that, 
by no possibility whatever, would he be nn ocular witness of the shame 
of his house. 

“Icliahod!” he said to himself Ichahod ! my glory is de- 
parted!" 

While these I'cflcciiona were passing througli his mind, the iudict- 
incut, which set forth in technical form the crime of which the panel 
stood accused, was read as usual, and the prisoner was asked if she 
was Guilty, or Not Guilty. 

“Not guilty of my jicor bnirn’s deatli," said Effie Deans, in an 
accent coiTCsponding in plaintive softness of tone to the beauty of 
her features, «ind wliich was not heard by^the audience without 
emolion. 

The presiding Judge next directed the coimscl to plead to the re- 
levancy ; that is, to state on citlicr^part the arguments in point of law, 
and evidence in point of fact, against and in favour of the crim- 
inal : after Avhich it is the form of the Court to pronounce a prelim- 
inary judgment, sending the cause to the cognizance of the jury, or 
assize. 

The counsel for the crown briefly stated the frequency of the crime 
of infanticide, which liad given rise to the special statute under which 
the panel stood indicted. He mentioned the varlbus instances, many 
of them marked with cii'Cumstauces of atrocity, which had at lengtli 
induced the King's Advocate, though with great reluctance, to make 
the experiment^ whether, by strictly enforcing the Act of Parliament 
which had been made to prevent such enofi'miticsi their occurrence 
might be prevented, “He expected,” he said, *^to be able to estab- 
lish by witnesses, as well as by the declaration of the panel herself, 
that she was in the state described by the statute. According to Lis 
information, the panel had communicated her pregnancy to no one, 
nor did she allege in her own declaration that she had done so. This 
secrecy was the firaj requisite in support of the indictment. The 
same declaration admitt^, that she had homo a male child in cir- 
cumstances which gftve but too much reason to believe it liaddied by the 
hands, or at least with the knowledge hr consent of the unhappy 
mother. It was not, however, necessary for him to bring positive 
proof that the panel was accessory to the murder, nay, nof even to 
jirove that the child was murdered at idl. It was suffident to support 
the indictment, that it could not he found. According to the stem, 
but necessary severity of this statute, she who digula conceal her ' 
U • • 
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pre^nanesT) irh« Ah^nld to eall that a^w^ance which is nji)st nc- 
ceii'viry on HUch otscasionp, was held ahvadv to ha\e inoditaied the 
death of her ofTspniifi:, as mi event roost likely to be the con'si*fjiicnco 
of her culpable and cruel eoiieealroent* And if, under such i iienni- 
fitanres ^he eonld not altemaliiely hbow by proof that the infant had 
died u^natutHl death, or prodneeit still iii life, she innst, under the 
cousli netion of the li|W, bo held to ha>e murdered if, and bufi\^» death 
aceordinffl>.” ^ ^ 

The couni*elfor the prisoiier. Mr Fairbrothor, a roan of consider- 
able fame in his profesiiion, aid not pretend directly to combat the 
ar^f nmontb of the Kinir’A Advocate, 1 le bcffan by 1 imenthia- that liK 
bfemor at the bar, Mr Laufirtale, had been suddenly cnllud to the county 
of which ho was ShenfF, and tlint he had been applied to, oii abort 
warninffj to qive the panel his asbtstance in this intercstinsr case. He 
had had little time, ho said, to make up for hismfouont> to hw learn- 
ed lirother by long and minute research • and he was atiaid he mijght 
give a spe<‘imcn of his incapacity, by being oonipcllcd to ndmit tbo 
acemae^ of the indictment under tlio Btatuto “ It was cm>u«h foi 
then lioidsinns,” he observed, to know, th.it such was the law, and 
he admitted the Adiocate hnd arioht to cullfoi the usual intorloditor 
of lelevaiii V," But he atated, ‘Mhat when he came to estnhleh Ins 
caseh> proof, ho tnwted to make out eu*eum dances winch would 
s,i(Hfaetorily elide the charge in the libel His elilnt’s htOT> v\iis 
a bhoi t, but most melancholy one She was bred up in the sdict- 
ost tenets of religiow and virtue, the dauglitir of a woilliy and 
coiiMientious peison, who, in evil times, had estihli?hcd a (baiat- 
tei for com age and religion, by becoming a Buflbrer foi conscionce* 
Bake ” 


l)a\id Peans gave a convulsive start at heaiing hiniself thU'i inon- 
iioned, and then resumed the aituatiou, iii whieli, with Ins f,iie stoop- 
ed against his hands, and both resting against the corner of the 
elevated bench on which the Judges sate, he had hithcito listem^il to 
the procedure in tno trial. The whig lawyers seemed to be intei- 
cated j the toriea pul up their lip. 

Wlintevei may bo our difference of opinion/' resumed tli^' bwyei, 
whoso bnsineas it was to cairy his whole audioiice witli him if possi- 
ble, “conceining the peculiar tenets of these pciyple” (heie Jleans 
groaned deeply), 'Ht ia iinposwble to deny them the praise of sound, 
and even rigid uiorala, or the merit bf iramiiig up their childien in 
the fear of Of>d ; and yet it was the daughter of such n person whom 
a JU17 would ahnrtly be called upon, in the abseneo of e^ idence, and 
upon mere presumptionm to ciSnviet of a eiitne, roorc properly belong- 
ing to aheaUien, 01 a sava^, than to a Christinn and civilizeif country. 
Jt was truej^im adnutt^, ^that the excellent nurture and early mstruc- 
tion which the poor givl had received, hnd not been autficient to pro 
serve her fi*om guUI and enor. jSho bad falleu a sacnilco to an in- 
esnwiderate affoctionfor a young man of very prepossessing mannw s,iw 
ho had bebii informed, but of a very dangerous and de^jiei ate eh n i< - 
tc'r, She was hoduced under pr(nni&e of marriage— n pron ii'sc, w im li 
the fellow mifjht have, perhaps done her justice by keejnng, h ul he 
not at ^hot tmio been culled upon bythekn\ to atone ioi aciinie. 
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violent and deoperat^ in itiMdfy bnt which became the nrefaee to an- 
other eventful history, every step of which was marked by blood and 

S alt, and the final termination of which had not even yet anrhtxl. 

e believed that no one would hear him without Murpriue, whou ho 
BtaU'd the father of Ibis infant noW amission, aiul ^aid by tlie 
learned Advocate to have been murderod, was no other tliaii the no- 
toruiu'^tJeorg'e Kobertson, the accomplice of Wilson, the hero of the 
memorable esCiipc from the Tolhooth Church, find, os no one know 
better than his learned friend the Advoeatei the principal actor in the 
X^oiTeous conspiracy.”^ 

*• 1 4ra Sony to interrupt a coimsel in such n case as the present,” 
said tlio presiding Judge ; ^^but 1 must remind the learned gtontleniau, 
that he is travelling out of the case before us.” 

fho counsel bowed, and resumed. ‘‘He only judged it necessary ” 
lie said, “ to incmtion the name and sitnation of Robertson, because 
the circumstanco in which that character was placed, went a great 
way in accounting for tlic silence on which his Majesty's counsoT had 
laid BO much weight, as affording proof that his client proposed to 
allow no fair play for its life, to the helpless being whom she was 
alK>ut to bring into the world. She had not imuouuccd to her friend i 
that she had been seduced from the path of honour— and why Jiad 
slie not done so? —Because she cxiiected daily to be restored to elia • 
racter, by hei*%educcr doing her that justice whidi she knevv lo bo iu 
jus power, and believed to lie in his indmatiou. Was it natm nl -was 
it reasonable — was it fiiir, to expect that she should, iu the ini erim, 
become tclo do .se of her own chai actor, and prodaim her fiailly to 
tlic world, when she laid oery reason to cxpoci, that, by concealing 
it for a season, it might bo veiled fiir ever ? Was it not, on the con- 
trary, pardonable, that, in such an emergency, a young woman, in 
such a situation, diould be found far from di^poseil to make a eoii- 
fiilant of every prying gossip, who, with shaip eyes, and eager ears, 
prossc<l upon her for an explanation of suspicious circumstances, 
which females in the lower — he might say whiclf females of uU ranks, 
are so alert in noticing, that they sometimes discover them whore 
they do not exist ? Was it strange, or was it criminal, that abe should 
have repelled their impiisitivo impertinence, witli petulant denial'. ? 
The sense and feeling of all who heard him would answer directly in 
the negative. But although his client had thus remaiued silent to- 
wards ihoso to whom she wa^ not culled upon to communicate her 
situation,— to whom,” siiid the learned gentleman, ** 1 will ad^ it 
would have been unadvised and improper m her to have done so tgil, 
1 trust, 1 shall remove this case most triumphantly from undet^ie 
statute, and obtaiii»the uiifortunato young woimui au honourublc dis- 
mission from your Lordships’ bar, by sliowing tlmt she did, in duo 
time and place, and to a pm^son roost fit for such confidence, miuitioii 
tlie calamitous circumstanees in winch she found herself., 
curred after BolHsrtsou’s convictioD, and when he was lying in nn'soa 
in expectationof the fate which his comrade Wilson afterwards sutfci ed, 
and ri om which he himself so strangely escaped. It was tlicn, when 
all hopes of having her honour repaired by wedlock v^UIi^lu•d from 
her eyesr-when an union with one in Bobertsonis situation, if sliil' 
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pr£hctioable, mighk pcrhap«», hate been rc;?arded ratlier as an addition 
to her disgrace,— it was thm, that I trust to be able to prove that the 
prisoner communicated and consulted with her sister, a younpf woman 
several years older than herself, the danirhter of her father, if I juis- 
lake not, by a fo/uier marriage, upon the perils and distress of her 
unhappy situation.” . „ 

“ li^mdeed, you ore able to instruct thtU point, Mr Fairb<*othcr, 
said tJio presiding Judge — ^ 

" If 1 am indeed able to instruct that point, my Lord, resumed Mr 
Fairbrother, “I trust not only to ser?e my client, but to relieve your 
Lordships from that which 1 know you feel the most painful duty of 
your high office ; and to give all who now hear me the exquisite 
pleasure of beholding a creature so young, so ingenuous, and so 
beautiful, as she that is now at the bar of your Lordships* Court, dis- 
missed from thence in safety and in honour.” 

'riiis addiess seemed to aifect'many of the audience, and was 
followed by a slight murmur of applause. Deans, os he heard Ids 
daughter’s oeautj and innocent appearance appealed to, was involiin- 
taiily aliout to turn his eyes towards her; but, recollecting himself, 
he bent them again on the ground with stubborn rosolntion. 

“ Will not my learned brother, on the other side of the bar,” cou- 
tinued the advocate, after a short pause, “share in this general joy, 
since, 1 know, while he discharges his duty in bringtog an accused 
person here, no one rejoices more in their being fieelvaiulhonoui ably 
soiit hence? My learned brother shukos Ids head doubtfully, and 
lava hk hand on the panel’s declaration. 1 understand him pcifectly 
^ne would insinuate that the facts now stated to your Lordships are 
inconbisteut with the confession of Eupliemia J )eaus herself. 1 need 
not remind ^our Lordships, that her present defence is mi nidt to be 
narrowed within the bounds of her former confession ; and that it is 
not by any account wluch she may tbrmeily have given of herself, but 
by TV hat is now to be proved for or aaainst her, tliat she must ulti- 
mately stand or fall.^ 1 am not under the necessity of accounting for 
her choosing to drop out of her declaration the circumstances of h(T 
confession to her sister. She might not bo aware of its importance ; 
she might be afraid of implicating her sister; she might even have 
forgotten the circumstance entirely, in the terror and distress of mind 
incidental to the arrest of so joung a creature on a charge so heinous. 
Any of those reasons are sufiUcient to account for her having suppressed 
the truth in tliis instance, at whatever lisk to herself; and 1 incline 
most to her erroneous fear of mimiuating her sister, because 1 observe 
fiho has had a similar tcudernebs townros her lover (however unde- 
served on his part), and has never once mentioned Robertson's name 
^fh)m beginning to end of her declaration. 

“ But, my Lords,” continued Falrbi other, “lam aware the King’s 
Advocato will exp^ me to show, that the proof 1 ofier is consistent 
with other circumstances of the case, which! do not and cannot deny. 
Ilo will demand of me how Effie Doans’ confession to her sister, pre- 
vious to her delivery, if reconcilable with the mystery of the birth,— 
with the disappearance, peilmps the murder (ibr 1 will not deny a 
' possibility which I cannot dioprove) of Ihoiniant. My Loids,tho 
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cxplimalioii of this is to be found in the plncnbility, i>crcliancc, 1 tnny 
say, in the facility and pliability, of the female sex^ The dnkfa 
AnnaryHidis irce, as your Lordships well taioWj, are eaiily appeased ; 
nor is it possible to conceive a woman so atrodonsly offended by tlie 
man whom she has loved, but what she will retain a fund of for^ve- 
noRS, upon which his penitence, whether real or affected, drow 
largely^ with a certainty that his bills will bo ansy^ered. We can prove, 
hy a letter produced in evidence, that this villain Bobortson, from the 
bottom of the dun^n whence he already probably meditated the 
escape which he cSberwards accomplishea by the assistance of lus 
eomrade, contrived to exorcise auUmrify over the mind, and to direct 
the motions, of this unhappy girL It was in compliance with liis in- 
junctions, expressed in tliat letter, that the panel was prevailed u])on 
10 alter the hue of conduct which her own better thooglits had sug- 
gested ; and, instead of resorting, when her time of irnvail approached, 
to the protecHon of her own family, was induced to conhde herself to 
the cliargc of some vile ogent of this nefarious seducer, and bv her 
conducted to one of those solitary and secret purlieus of viUany, 
which, to the shame of our police, still arc suffered to exi^t in the 
suburbs of this city, where, with the assistance, and under the chaige, 
of a person of her own sex, she bore amide-child, under circumstances 
whicli tulded treble bitteniess to the wo denounced against our original 
mother. Wliat purpose Robertson had in all this, it is hard to tell, 
or oven to guess. Ho may hove meant to marry the girl, for her 
father is a mau of substance. But, for the termination of the story, 
and the conduct of woman whom ho had placed about the person 
of Eupliemia Deans, it is still more difficult to account. The unfor- ^ 
tunate young woman was visited by the fever incidentnl to her 
situation. In this fever site appears to have been deceived l^ the 
])crson that waited on her, and, on recovering her bciiscs, she found 
tlint she was cliildlofifl in that abode of miseiy. Her infant had been 
carried off, perhaps for the worst purposes, by the wretch that waited 
on her. It may have been muvdered, for what I can tell." 

He w'tts here interrupted by a piercing shriek, uttered by the un- 
fortunate prisoner. She was with difficulty brought to compose her- 
Rclf. Her counsel availed himself of the tragical inteiTuptiou, to close 
his pleading with effect. 

“My Lords,*' said he, “in that piteous cry you heard the elo- 
quence of maternal affection, far surpassing the force of my poor 
words— Rachel weeping for her children I Nature herself hears 
testimony in favour of the iendomess and acuteness of the prisoner’s 
parental fedbgs, I will not dishonour her plea by adding a word 
more.” • 

“Heard ye ever the like o' that, Laird?” said Saddletree to 
Dumhiedikes. when the counsel had ended his speech. There's a 
^eld can spin a luuckle pirn out of a wee toit of tow I Deil hact he* - 
kens mair about it than what's in the declaration, and a surmise that 
JeanieDeansfiuldhaebeen aMeto say something about hersiStcr’s situa- 
tion, whilk surmise, Mr Crosamyloof says, rests on sma' authority. 
And he’s do^it tffis great muckle bird out o’ this wee egg ! He could 
Wile the very floondera out o* the Firth,- What garr’d my father no* 
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send me to Utrecht I— But whisht,' the court is gatm to pronounce the 
interlocutor of relerancy.” , , , . 

And accordingly tiio Judges, a^r a few words, recorded their 
which bore, that tho indictraont, if proved, was releva-ot to 
infer the pfnw of law: And that the defence, that the panel had 
corammiicated her situation to her sister, was a relevant defencei 
And, finally, apnointed the said indictment and ddhnee to w sub- 
mitted to the judgment of an assize. 


CHATTER XXra. 

Most rigfatooTM Judge I a sentoiice.*4)oine, prepares. 

Merchant of Venice. 

It ia hy no means my intention to describe minutely the iwms of a 
Scottish criminal trial, nor am I sure that I could draw up an account 
so iiiU'lligible and accurate as to abide the criticism of the gentlemen 
of the long robe. It is enough to say that the jury was impanelled, 
and the case proceeded. Tim prisoner was again required to plead 
to the (duvrge, and she again replied, <‘Not Guilty,^ in the same 
heart4hrilling tone as before. 

Tliecrowu counsel then called two or threefemalewitnesess, by whose 
lowtimony it was established, that Effie’s situation^lmd been remarked 
by them, that they had taxed her with the fact, and that her answers 
♦had ‘Amounted to an angrv and petulant denial of what tlu‘y charged 
her with. But, as very frequently happens, the declaration of the 
panel or accused party lierseif was the evidence which bore hardest 
upon her ca.se. 

In the event of these tales ever finding th6ir way across the 
Border, it may bo proper to apprise the southern reader that it is tho 
nractice in KSet>tla<nd, on apprehendmg a suspected persou^ to subject 
Iiim to a judicial examination before a magistrate. He is not com- 
piflled to answer any of the questions asked of him, but may remain 
silent if he secs it his interest to do so. But whatever answers he 
chooses to give are formally written down, and bciug subscribed by 
himself and Uie magistrate^ are produced against the accused in case 
of hia being brought to trial. It is true, that these declarations are 
not produced as being in tliemselves evidence properly so called, but 
(mly a.a adminicles or testimony, tending to corroborate what is con- 
sidered ns legal and proper evidence. Notwithstanding this nice 
distinction, ijowever, introduced by lawyers to feconcQe this pro- 
cedure to their own' general rule, that a man cannot be required to 
hear witness -against himself, it nevcTtheless usually happens ^at 
these declarations become the means of condenmlng the accused, os it 
^ wore, out qf their own mouths. The prisoner, upon these previous 
' examinations, lias indeed tho privilege of remaining silent if ho 
p]ca<^ei?; but ev^y man necessarily f^ls that a refusal to answer 
yatural and pertinent intorrogatoiies, put by judicial autliority, is in 
n, strong prodr of guilt, and will <pertain]y lead to his being com- 
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mil ted to ; and few con renounce the hope of obtahniiff liberty, 
by g'ivinff some specious account of tlictnselves, and showing- nppareiifr 
fi aiikiiess in explaining' tlieir motives and accounting for their conduct. 
It, fliercfore, seldom haupens that the prisoner refuses to gi^e a 
judicial declaration, in ■wiiieh, nevertheless, either b> letting out too 
nuich of the truth, or by endeavouring to substitute a fictitious story, 
he aliMOst always exposes liimself to suspicion and to contradictious, 
wliich weigh heavily in the minds of the jury. ' 

The declaration of Kffie Deans was uttered on other principles, and 
the Ttdlowiug is a sketch of its contents, given in Hie judicial form, in 
wliielfthey may still be found in the Botis of A(yournal. 

The declaiant admitted a criminal intrigue Avith an individual 
whose name she desired to conceal. Being interrogated, what her 
rciisoii W51S for secrecy on this point? She declared, that she had no 
riglit to blame that person's conduct more than she did her own, and 
that she was willingf to confess her own faults, but not to say anything 
which might crinnuatG the absent. Interrogated, if she confessed 
licr situation to any one, or made any preparation for her confine- 
ment? Declares, she did not. And being interrogated, why she 
forbore lo take steps which her situation so peremptorily required? 
I)('cljires, she was ashamed to tell her friends, and she trusted the 
pcison she has mentioned would provide for her and the infant. In- 
terrogated, iMie did so ? Declares, that he did not do so personally ; 
but that it was not his fault, for that the declarant is convinced he 
would Imve laid down his life sooner tUau the bairn or she had come 
to harm. Interrogated, Avluit prevented him from keeping his pro* 
misc ? Declares, that it Avas impossible for him to do so, he being 
under trouble at the time, and deciiueB farther answer to this question/ 
Jiitcrrogatod, Avhere she was from the pepod she left lier master, Mr 
Saddletree’s family, until her appearance at her father's, at St 
Leonard's, the <iay .before she was apprehended ? Declares, she does 
not remember. And, on the inteiTogatory being repeated, declares^ 
she docs not mind muckle about it, for she Afaa very ill. On the 
question being again repeated, she declares, she will tell the truth, if 
It should he the undoing of her, so long as she is not asked to lell on 
other folk ; and admits, that she passed that interval of time in the 
lodging of a woman, an acquaintance of that person who hod wished 
her to that place to be delivered, and that she was there delivered 
accordingly of a male child,* interrogated, what was the name 
of that person? Declares and refuses to answer this question. 
Interrogated, where fiho lives? Declares she has no ceiluiuty, 
for tluit she was taken to the lodging aforesaid under cloud 
of night. ItttdiT^ated, if the lodging was ki the city or suburbs ? 
3>echire8 and refises to answer that question. Interrogated, 
whether, when she left tlic house of Mr Saddletree, she went up 
or down the street? Declares and refuses to answer the question. 
Interrogated whether she had ever seen the woman before she was 
wished to her, as she termed it, by the person whose name she 
refuses to answer? Declares and replies, not to her knowledge. 
Interrogated, whether tliis woman was introduced to her by the said 

person verbally, or by Avord of mouth ? Declaree^he has no freedom 
* • • a « ■. — ^ 
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to answer tins' question. Interrogated, if the child was alive when ' 
bom ? Declares, that—Ood help her and it !— it certainly was alive. 
Interrogated, if it died a natural doaili after birth ? Declares not to 
her knowlodge. Interrogated, where it now is? Declares she 
would give her right hand to ken, but that she never hopes to see 
mair than the bancs of i t. And being interrogated, why she supposes 
it is rfow dead ? the declarant wept bitterly and made no answer, 
liiterrogatcd, if the Woman, in whose lodging she was, seemed to be 
a fit person to be with her in that situation ? Declares, she mig^t he 
fit enough for skill, but that she was an liard-hearted had w'oman. 
Interrogated, if tiiere was any other person in the lodging excepting 
themselves two ? Declares, that she thinks there was anotner woman ; 
but her head was so carried with pain of body and trouble of mind, 
that she minded her very little* Interrogate, when the child wiw 
taken away from her? Declared, that she fell iu a fever, and was 
light-headed, and when she came to her own paind, the woman told 
her the bairn was dead ; and that the declarant answered, if it was 
dead it had had foul play. That, thereupon, the woman was very 
sair on her, and gave her much ill language ; and that the deponent 
was frightened, and crawled out of me Tiouse when her back was 
turned, and went home to St Leonard's Crags, as well as a woman in 
her condition dought.' InteiTOgated, why she did not tell her story 
to her sister and father, and get force to seareli the Ciouse for her 
child, dead or alive ? Declares, it was her purpose to do so, but she 
had not time. InteiTogated, why she now conceals the name of the 
woman, and the place of her abode? The declarant remained silent 
for a time, and then said, that to do so could not repair the skaith 
tiiat was done, but might be the occasion of more. Interrogated, 
whether she had herself, at aiiv time, had any purpose of putting 
away the child by violence? Declares, never; so might Ood bo 
merciflil to her — and then again declares, never, when she was in her 
perfect senses ; but what baa tlioughts the Enemy might put into her 
Drain when she was but of herself, she cannot answer. And again 
soXenmly interrogated, declares, that she would have been drawn 
with wud horses, rather than have toudied the bairn with an un- 
mothorly hand. Interrogated, declares, that among the ill language 
the woman gave her, she did say sure enough that the declarant had 
hurt the bairn when she was in the brain-fever ; but that the declarant 
does not believe that slie said this <from any other cause than to 
and make her be silent. Interrogated, what else the 
WoT^BIM to Iter ? Declares, that when the declarant cried loud for 
heil^Hni, and was like to raise tiie neighbours, tiie woman threatened 
hjjBKflt they that could stop the wean's skirling^would stop hers, if 
ipeaid not keep a’ the loundmr.* And that this threat, with the man- 
lier of the woman, made the dedarant conclude that Ibe bairn’s life 
was gone, and her in danger, for that ibc woman was a desperate 
bad woman, as the declarant juilged from tlie language she used. 
Interrogated, declares, that the fever and delirium were brought on 
her by nearing bad news, suddenly told to her, but refuses to say what 

* {.e. was Able to da 
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the said news related to. Interrogated, why bIic does not now oom- 
inunicate these pailiculars, wliicli might, perhaps, ciiaihlc the magis- 
trate to ascertain whether the child is living or dead ; and requested 
to observe, that her refusing to do so exposes her own life, and^ leaves 
the child in bad liands; as also, that her present refusal to answer on 
sudli .points, is inconsistent with her 'alleged intention to mahe a 
dean wreast to her sister ? Declares, that she. jeens the bairn is now 
dead, or, if living, there is one that will look after it ; that for her own 
liviiig or dying, she is in God’s liands, who knows her innocence of 
harming lier bairn with her will or knowledge; and that she has 
altcrea her resolution of speaking out, which she entertained when 
she left the woman’s lodging, on account of a matter wdiich she has 
since learned. And declares, in general, that she is wearied, and will 
answer no more questions at this time.” 

Upon a subsequent examination, Eupbetnia Deans adhered to tlio 
declaration she had formerly made, with this addition, tliat a paper 
found in her trunk being shown to her, she admitted tliat it contained 
the credentials, in consequence of which she resigned herself to the 
conduct of the woman at whose lodgings she was delivered of the 
child. Its tenor ran thus 

“ Dearest Effie, 

" I have gotten the means to 'send to you by a woman who is well 

J ualitied to assist you in your approaching streight ; she is not what 
could wish her, but I cannot do better for you ni my present condi- 
tion. I am obliged to trust to her in this present calamity, for myself 
and you too. I nope for the best, though I am now in a sore plncli ; 
yet thought is free— I think Handle Dandie and I may queer the 
for all that is come and gone. You will ho angry for me 
writing this, to my little Oameronlan Lily ; but if I can but live to be 
a comfort to you, and a father to your baby, you will have plenty of 
time to scold. — Once more, let none know your^ounscl— my life do- 

t ifmds on this hag, d— n her— -she is both deep and dangerous, but slie 
las more wiles and wit than ever were in a beldam’s head, and has 
cause to be true to me. Farewell, my Lily— Do not droop on my 
account— in a week I will be yours, or no more my own.” 

Then followed a postscript, " If they must truss me, 1 will repent 
of nothing so much, even at thi last hard pinch, as of the injmy 1 
have done my Lily." 

Eilie rcfiised to say &om whom sh8 had received this letter, but 
enough of the story was now knowu» to ascertain that it came from 
Robertson ; and from the date, it appeared to have been written aboiiL 
the time when Andrew Wilson (call^ for a nickname Handle Dondic) 
and he were me^tating their first abortive attempt to escape^ which 
miscarried in manner mentioned in the beginning of t^is history. 

The evidence of the Crown being concluded, the counsel for Ifio 
prisoner ^gan to lead a proof in her defence. The first witnesses 


I AvOMthOBaUoWf. 



182 


TALIS8 or mr laitdlobd* 


X'xaminej upou tlio ffirl's character* AH her an excellent 
one, hut none 'wilh more reeiini? than worthy Mrs Saddletree, who, 
witii the team on her cheek», declared, tlmt Biie could not have hiul a 
liiffher opinion of Kttie DeaiiB, nor a more aiucere regard for her* if 
Hhe had been her own daughter. M present gave the honest woman 
ci'odit fi)r her goodness of Iieart, exceuting her husband, who whis- 
pered to J)umkicdike^ That Nichil !Novit of jourti is but a raor haud 
at leading evidence, Tm thinking. What signified his bringing a 
woman here to suotter and snivel, and bather their Lordships ? He 
sliould liae ceded me, sir, and 1 (utould hac; glen them sic a screed o’ 
testimony, they shouldna liae touched a hair o’ her bead.” 

“ Iladaa ye better get up and try't yd?” said the Laird; ” 1*11 mak 
a sign to Nov it.” 

Na, na,” said Saddletree, " thank ye for naething, neighbour—- 
that would be ultroneous evidence, and I ken what belongs to that: 
but Nichil Novit suld hae had roe cceted debito tempore** And 
wiping his mouth witli his silk handkerchief witli great importance, 
he resumed the port and inamicr of an edified and intelligent auditor. 

Mr Fairhrother now premised, in a few words, “ that he meant to 
bring forward his most important witness, ui>on whose evitlenee the 
cause must in a great measure depend. What his client was, they liad 
learned from the preceding witnesses : and so far as general character, 
given in the most forcible terras, aim even with tears,*' could interest 
ev(‘ry one in her fate, she Imd already gained that advantage. It was 
necessary, he admitted, that he should produce more positive testi- 
mony of her innocence than what arose out of general character, and 
this lie undertook to do h^ the mouth of the person to whom she luid 
communicated her situation—by the mouth of her natural counsellor 
and guardian— her sister. — Macer, call into court Jean, or Jeaiiio 
Deans, daughter of David Deans, cow’feeder at SaintLconartl’sCraga.” 

When lie uttered these words, the poor prisoner instantly started 
up, and btreiched herself lialf-way over the bar, towards the side at 
which her sister was to enter. And when* slowly folknving the 
officer, tlie witness advanced te the foot of the table, Eftie, wiUi the 
whole exprossiou of her countenance altered, from tliat of confused 
shame and dismay, to an eager, imploring, and almost ecstatic 
cju-nestneaa of entreaty, witli outstretched hands, hair streaming biick, 
eyes raised eagerly te her sister’s fnQe, and giiatening terough tears, 
exclaimed, in a tone which went tlirough the heart cf all who heard 
lier--‘‘ 0 Jemiic, Jeanie, save me, save me!” 

With a different feeling, yet equally appropriate to his proud and 
self-depcudent character, oM Deans drew himself bock still farther 
under the cover of the bench ; so that when Jeaaiffe, as «bo entered Uie 
court, cast a timid glance towards tlm place at which idto had ie^ liim 
seated, his venerable figure was no longer viriblo. He sate down on 


“ All, Laff'd, this is warst of a’ — can but win ower this pai*t— I feel 
my head imeo dizzy ; but my Master is strong in his servant’s weak- 
ness. After a moment’s mental prayer, he again started up, as ft 
continuing in any one posture, and gradually edged hha- 
jgi^lt forward tewAds the place he had just quitt^ 
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Jcaino ill tlir* moaiitime liad advanced to the hottoin of the table, 
when, iimible to resist the iinpulse of affection, she suddoi ly CAteiidod 
her hniurto her sistin*. hUie was just withhi the distance tluit she 
could kieizc it \Mth botli hevs presa it to her mouth, cover it with 
kisses, and bathe it lit tearn. with the fond devotion that n Catholic 
would iniy to a Guardian saint desceudeil for his safety; while beanie, 
<>wn faee with her other hand, wept* bit teily. The si/yht 
would have moviMl a heart of stone, much nioro of flesh and blood. 

of the spectatois shed tcar<^ and it was some time before the 
prcsidfiij; Jud;^e hiinsidf could so mr subdue his emotion, as to request 
the Willies*- to compose herself, and the prisoner to forbear inose^ 
iimi Ivs of euffcr atrection, which, however natural, could not be jier- 
luitted at tlnit time, nnd in tlist presence. 

Tlie solemn oath, — “ the truth to tell, and no truth to conceal, as 
far as she knew or sJioiild be asked,’' was then administered by the 
fliuloc •‘in the name of God. and as the witness should answer to 
<h>d at th(‘ ffuat day of judgment;” an awful aihR^ation, which 
si Idoin I Ills to make impression even on the most hardened chaiaciere, 
and to sliike with fear even tjie most upright, deamc, educated in 
d“ip md de\out rovcionce for the name and attributes of the Deity, 
bv the solemnity of adiiwt appeal to his pciaon and justice, 
iwed, hut at the same time elevated above all conwderations, save 
those which hire could, with a clear conseiend^, call him to witness, 
hhe icpeited the foim in a low and revcicnt, but distinct tone of 
\oi<‘c, after the Judge, to whom, and not to any inferior offteer of the 
court, the task is assig^ncd in ^icoUandof directing the witness in that 
oh mu appeal, which is the sanction of his tebtimony, 

Whai the judge had tiuished the established form, he added in a 
feel mg, but vet a monitoi) tone, an advice, which the ciicuuisUnccs 
.ippeared to him to call for. 

‘•Young woman," these were his woids, "you come befoic this 
Couit in ciicunibtaiiccs, which it would ])c wo»e thau cruii rot to 
pity and to sjnipatliibe with. Yet it h my duty to tell jeu, that the 
truth, wlmtcVcr its consequences may he, the tiiith is what you 
owe ti> your country, and to that Ood who.se woid is liuth, <iik 1 whose 
name you have now invoked. Use your own tunc in answering the 
questions that g^entlcman" to I'he counsel) " blmll ]»ut to 

jou.— Kut remember, that wnai you may be tempted to say be>oiul 
what is tlie actual truth, you must answer for both here and heieaftcr." 

The usual quostjons were then put to her '—Whether any one had 
instructed her wliat evidepcc sho luid deliver ? Whether an3 one 
had given or promised her auy good deed, hire, or reward for her 
I toRtiniony ? Whetfler she hod any malice or ill-will at liin Majesty's 
‘ Advocate, being the party against whom she was cited as a witness? 
To which questions bhe successively answered Iw a quiet negative. 
But their tenor gave great scandal and offence to her father, who was 
Iriiot aware that they are ]>ut to every witness as a matter off form. 

“ Na, na," he exclaimed, loud enough to be heard, " my Laiin is no 
‘liHe the widow of Tokoali— -nac man has pfutten words into her 
mouth.” 

One of the Judges, better acquainted, pcrhap8,Vith the J3opks pf 
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A^jootnid than witli the Bo<^ of Samuel, vraa dirfpor>etl to make ijome ^ 
instant inquiry after this Widow of Tekoah, who, as he construetl the 
matter, had been tamporiug with the evidence. But the pwesiding 
Judge, better versed in Scripture history, whispered to Ins leani<^ 
brother the necessary explanation; and the pause occasioned by this ^ 
mistake, had the good effect of giving Jeanie Deans tame to collect 
her Spirits for the painful task she had to perform, ^ ^ 

Fairbrotlier, whose practice and intelligence were considerably saw 
the necessity of letting the witness compose herself. In his Jieart 
he siispectea that she came to hear false witness in her siaterij^isause. 

“But that is her own affair/^ thought Fairhrothcr ; “ and it is my^ 
business to see that she has plenty of time to regain composure, and 
to deliver her evidence, be it true, or be it fidse— qmntum** 

Accordingly, be commenced hk interrogatories with uninteresting 
questions, wlncli admitted of instant reply. 

“ Yon are, I think, the sister of the pnsoner ?” 

“Yes sir.” 

“ Not* the full sister, however ? ” 

“ No, sir, we are by different mothers.” 

“ True ; and you nte, I think, several years older than your 
sister ?” 

“ Yes, sir,” &c. 

After the advocate liad conemved that, by these fd'eliniiimiy and 
unimportant questions, he had familiarisea the witness with the situa- 
tion in which she stood, he' asked, “whether site bad not remarked 
her sister’s state of health to be altered, during the latter poi't of the 
term when she had lived with Mrs Saddletree f” 

Jeanie answered in the affirmative, 

“ And she told you the cause of it, ray dear, I suppose?” said Fair- 
brother, in an easy, and, as one may say, an inductive sort of tone. 

“I am sorry to interrupt my brotlier,” said the Crown Counsel 
rising: “but I am in your Lordships' judgment, whether this he not 
a leading question V* 

“ If ttiis point is to he debated,” said the pi-csiding Judge, “ the 
witness must bo removed.” 

For the Bcottish lawyew regard with a sacred and scnipulous 
horror, every question so shaped by the counsel examining, as to con- 
vey to a witness the least intimation qf the nature of the answer which 
is desired from him. These scruples, though founded on nn excellent 
principle, are sometimes carried to an absurd pitch of nicety, espe- 
cially as it is generally easy for a lawyer who has his wits about mm 
to elude the objeotion, Foirbfbther did so^n the present case. 

“ It Ls not necessary to waste the time of the Court, my Lord ; since 
the'King’s Counsel tninks it worth while to object to the form of my 
question, I will shape it otherwise.— Pray, young woman, did you ask 
your sister any question when you observ^ her looking unwell ?— 
take eourago^poak out.” 

“ I askdu her,” replied Jeanie, “what ailed her.” 

“Vciy well — ^take your own time — and what was the answer she 
made ? continued Mr Fairbrother. 

Jeanie was siien^ and looked deadly pale. It was not that die at 
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any ono instant entertained an idea of the poaRibility of prevarication 
*-it was the natural hesitation to exting^uiaJi the last spark of hope 
that remained for lier sister. 

“ Take courage, yoiiug woman ” said Fairbrother.— ** I asked what 
your sister said ailod her when you inquired ? ” 

•^Nothing,” answered Jeanie, with a faint voice, which was yet 
heard (listiiictly in the roost distant corner of thp Court-room,— such 
an awM and profound silence had been vreserved during the anxious 
iiitcrral, which had interposed betwixt the lawyer's question and tlio 
auBw%y)f the witness. 

FainJrother^s countenance fell; but wifh tliat ready presence of 
mind, wliich is ivs useful in civil ns hi military emergencies, he 
immediately rallied.— “JSothing? Time; jou mean notliuiff fit first 
—but when you asked licr aguiu, did she not tell you what ailed 
her?” 

Tlic question was put in a tone meant to make her comprehend 
tlic ii)iportaiic(‘ of her answer, had she not been already aware of it. 
'The ice woa broken, however, and, with less pause than at first, 
she now replied,—" Alack ! alack I &lie never breathed word to me 
al)out it.” 


A deep groan passed through the Court. It was echoed by one 
doe]icr and more agonized from the unfortunate father. The hope, to 
which unconscion'ny, and in spite of himself, he had still secretly 
clung, had now dissolved, and tlie venerable old luau fell forward 
senseloRS on the floor of the Court-house, with bis head oi llio foot of 
his terrified daughter. The unfortunate prisoner, with impotent 
passion, strove with the guard^ betwixt whom she was placed. 
•• Let me gang to my father! — I will gang to him— 1 icill gang to 
luin— lie is dead— he is killed— I hae killed him ! she repeated in 
frenzied tones of grief, wliich those who heard them did not speedily 
forget. 

Even in this moment of agony and general cpnfusion, Jeaure did 
not lose that superiority, wliicTi a deep and firm mind assures to its 
possessor, under the most trying circumstances. 

" lie is ray father— he is our lather,” she mildly roiieated to tliose 
who endeavoured to separate them, as she stooped, — shaded aside liis 
gr^ hairs, and began assiduously to chafe his temples. 

The Judge, after repeatedly wiping his eyes, gave directions that 
they should be conducted into a^neidibouring apartment, and care- 
fully attended. The prisoner, as her father was borne from the Court, 
and her si&tcr slowly followed, pursued them with her eyes so 
earnestly fixed, as if lhe]f» would liavif started from their Rockets. 
But when they were no longer visible, she seemed to find in 
her despairing and deserted state, a courage which she had not 
yet exhibited. 

“ The bitterness of it is now past,” she said, and then boldly nd- 
droflsed the Court. " My Lords, if it is your jiloasure to gang on wi' 
this matter, the weariest day will liae its end at last.” * 

The Jud^ who, much to his honour, liad shared deeply in the 
general sympathy, was Rurprised at being recalled to liis duly by tho 
prisoner. Uo collected himself, and requested to know if the pauers 
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eoutMol liad more OTideivco io produce, Fairbroiher replied^ with an 
air of ddection, that his proof waa ooncluded. 

T^e }viuj^*6 Ooun^ci addressed the jury for the crown. He said in 
a few words, tluit. no one could b© more eoncerucd than he was for 
the distressing scene which tliey had jii^t wit neased. But it was the 
necertaary consequence of great crimes to brinff distresw inrd’ruin 
Upon all coTiucetetl prith the ])erpetratora. He briefly reviet «d the 
proof, in which he snowed that cul the circiunstanees of the case con- 
curred with tho^^e required liy tlic act under wliieh the unfortunate 
prisoner w'as tried: That the counsel for the panel had totall;| failed 
In proving, that finphcinia Deans had communicated her situiAion to 
her sister : That, res|>ecting her previous good character, he was 
sorry to ob»en*e, that it was females who possessed the world’s good 
report, and to wln^m it was Justly valuable, who were most strongly 
templ^, liy shame and fear <if the w orld’s censure, to the crime of in- 
fanticide : 'fhat the child was murdered, he professed to entertain no 
doubt. The vaciliatiiig' and inconsisfent declaration of the prisoner 
herself, marked as it was by numerous refusals to speak the truth on 
subjects, when, according to her own story, it w(»uld have lieeii 
imtiirid, as well as atlvantagcous, to liavc been candid ; even this im- 
perfect declaration lc>f’t no doubt in his mind as to the fate of the un- 
nappy infant. Js’either could lie doubt that the panel was a partner 
in tliis guilt. Who else had an interest in a deed so inhuman? 
Sui-ely neither Kobcrfcson, nor KobertsonN agent, in whose house sho 
wiw delivered, had Ihe least temptation to commit sucli a crime, un- 
less upon her account, with her connivimcc, and for the sake of 
saving lier romitation. But it was not required of him, by the law, 
that lie should bring jirccLse proof of the murder, or of the prisoner's 
accession to it. It was the veiy purpose of the statute to subsiiiute 
a certain chain of prcBumiitive evidence in ])lace of a prolnttiou, 
which, in such cases, it was peculiarly difficult to obtain. ’I'lie jury 
might peruse ihe st^^tute it>self, and they had also the liliel and inter- 
locutor of relevancy to direct them in point of law. He put it to 
the conscience of the jury,, that under both he was cntiiiod to a 
vci'dict of Guilty. 

Tlic charge of Fairbrothcr was mneb cramped by his having failed r 
in ilie proof which he expected to lead. But lie fought his losing 
cause with courage and constancy. He ventured to anaign the 
severity of the statute under which tlie young woman was tried. “ In 

S otltcr casus,’' ho said, theflrst thing required of the criminal pro- 
pter was, to prove uiioquivocaily that the crime libelled had 
ttally been committed, whkdi lawyers Called proving the corpua 
ktL But this statute, made doubtles.s with «tl»e best intentions,, 
*sml under the impnlse of a just horror for the unnatural crime of in- 
fhiJticide, ran the risk of itself occasioning the worst of murders, the 
deateh of an iniioeent person^ to atone for a supposed crime which 
^nay never have been committed by any one. Ho was so far from 
acknowl^lging the alleged probabuity of tJie child’s violent dcaili, ^ 
that lie could not even allow that tfierc was evidence of its having 

r er liveti.” 

The King's CciUnsel pointed to the woman's declaration; to which 
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. Uie cMinsel roplwa— ** A prrtdiiction (jonciaotcd in n nicment of terror 
ftnd ftffony, ana which ivpproadiod to irisiinHy/* he said. ^ his lenrited 
brother weH knew was. no sound evidence aj^aiiist ^Ue parly who 
emitted it.. It was true that a judicial confoasion, iu presence of the 
JuaticoH-llienisclves, was the stronpfcst of nil proof, in so much thitt it 
is said in law, that ‘ hi confitetUrm mUm sunt partes judiris^' But 
this w|a true of judicial confession only, by which Jaw mofwit Jhat 
which m matle in presence of the justices, and tHc sworn Of 

extri^judicial <ymres8ion, all authorities held with the illustrioim 
Fariflfl tcous, and Matbeiis, * confessio extraiudieialfs m se nulla esl ; 
d auM nullum est, non potest admMcufari.* ^ It was totnljy inept, 
and void of all strenflfth and effect from the Ucfi'innin^r ; iiujapable, 
thereff)re, of bein^ bolstered up or supported, or, acoordinjr to the 
law phrase, adriiinicuhited, by other presuinplive c ireunistancCwS. In 
the present case, therefore, lettin<r the extrajudieifil cotifession jro, as 
it oujfht to ffo, for notbinjr," he contended, “ the prosecutor hud not 
njade out the second quality of the statute, that a Iiv<! child had 
been born ; and that at least, ou^bt to be established before ]>re- 
sumptions were ri^ceived tliatitliad been murdered. If any of the 
assiTie,” he said, '' should Iwi of opinion that this was dcalinje ratln'r 
narrowly with the statute, they ou^ht to consider tluit it was in 
its nature hi^^hly penal, and therefore entitled to no favourable 
cOT»»truction.”f 

He concluded a learned speech, with au eloquent peroration on 
the scene they had just witnessed, during wliicli 8a(ldlctree fell fast 
ashsep. 

It was now the presiding' Jiidg:(‘.’B turn to address the jury. He did 
so briefly and distinctly. 

** It was for the jury,” ho said, ‘‘ to consider whether the jirosecutor 
had made out his plea. For himself, he sincerely grieved to sav, that 
a shadow of doubt remained not upon his mind concerning- the 
verdict wliich the inquest had to briiijr in. He yould not follow llie 
pi'irtoner’s counsel througrh the impeaenment winch he Jiml Inoug-ht 
against the etatute of King: William and Queen Mary. He a]j<l tlui 
jury were sworn to judg'e according- to the laws as they stooji, not to 
criticise, or to evade, or even to justify them!' In no civil case would 

counsel have been permitted to plead his elient*s cose in tlui teeth 
of the law ; but in the hard situation in whicU counsel were often 
placed in the Criminal Court, •as well as out of favour to all pro.. 
Bunintipna of innocence, he had not inclined to interrupt the learned 
fferitleman, or narrow hia plea. The present law, as it now stood, had 
been instituted by the widdem of their Others, to check tlic alarm ing' 
,iProgress of a dread^ crime ; when it was found too severe for pur- 
pose, it would doubtless be altered by Uie wisdmn of the legislaliire ; ;it 
present it was the law of the land, Uie rule of the court, and, accord- 
ing to the oath which they had taken, it must be that of the jury. 
This unhapTiy girl's situation could not be doubted ; that she had borne 
a child, and that the child had disappeared, were certain fatts. The 
f learned counsel had failed to show that she had communicated her 
situation. All the requisites of the case required by the statute w'cre 
therdbre before the jury. The learned gentlmnan liad, indeed, ' 
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desfrod them to tlwow out of coTiftideration the paneFs own confession, 
which was the plea usually urffed, in penury or all others, by counsel 
in his situation, who usually felt that the declarations of their clients 
horo hard on them. But that the Scottish law desired that cer- 
tain weight should ho laid on these declarations, which, he admitted, 
were quodamrmdo extrajudicial, was evident from the universal 
practice by which they were always produced and read, as paiAof the 
prosecutors probatibn. In the present case, no person, who had 
hcjwd the witnesses describe the appearance of the young woman 
before she loft Saddletree's house, and contrasted it with that^ her 
state and condition at her return to her father^ could have any doubt 
that the fact of delivery liod taken place, as set forth in her own de- 
claration, which was, therefore, not a solitary piece of testimony, but 
adminiculated and supported by the strongest circumstantial proof. 

^ lie did not," he said, state the impression upon his own mind 
with the purpose of biassing theirs. He had felt no less than they 
had done from the scene of domestic misery which had been exhibited 
before them*, and if they, having God and a good conscience, the 
sanctity of their oath, and the regard due to the law of the country, 
before their eyes, could come to a conclusion favourable to this un- 
happy prisoner, ho should rejoice aa much as any one in Court; for 
never had he found his duty more distressing than in disclmrging it 
that day, and glad he would be- to be relieved froiUpthe still more 
painful task, Avbich would otherwise remain for him." 

The jury,, having heard the Judge’s address, bowed and retired, 
preceded by a maccr of Court, to the apartment destined for their 
delibcrntioii. 


CIIATTEE XXIV. 

c 

T.nw, lake tliy victim -May Rlke find the mercy 
III yon mlHl heaven, w liloh tlile liard worUl clonicB her. 


It Avns an hour ere thn jurors returned, and os they traversed the 
crowd with slow steps, as men about to discharge themselves of a heavy 
and painful responsibility, the audience was hushed into profoiiud, 
earnest, and awful silence. 

“ Have yon agreed on your chancellor, gentlemen ?" was the first 
question of the Judsre. 

TJie foreman, calloil in Scot^nd the chancellor of the jury, usutilly 
.the man of best rank and estimation among tbe ^sizers, stepped for- 
ward, and, witli alow reverence, deHvei’ed to the Court a sealed paper, 
containing the verdict, which, until of late years, that verbal returns 
are in some instances permitted, was alwaya'eouched in writing. ' The 
jury remained standing while the Judge broke tiie seals, and, having 
penisod die paper, handed it with an air of mournful gravity, down to 
the Clerk of Court, who proceeded to engross in tbe record the yet 
unknown verdict, of which, however, all omened the tragic^ contents. 
% form stiU rciin^ncd, trifling and unimportant in itself| but to which 
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oriffinAl paper conteiuinfi: Uie rcnl^t wan euclosed in a alieet or paper, 
and, sealed with the Jud^jfcN own signet, was transmitted to the 
Crown Office, to be presei-ved among other records of fho same kind. 
As all this is U’anbiu^tdd in profound silence, the producing and 
extingnishiiig the candle seems a tjpe of the human spark imch is 
shortljr aftera-ards doomed to be qnenehed. and excites in the spoeta* 
tors something of the same effect whieii in England is obtained by the 
J assuming the fatal cap of juikement. When these preKminary 

fonn«4mad been gone tlu*ougA, the Judge required Eupfaemia Deans 
to attend to the verdict to bo read. 

After the usual words of stylo, the verdict act fojrth, that tlie Jury 
having made elioicc of John Kirk, Esq., to be their chancellor^ and 
Thomas Moore, merchant, to be tlieir clerk, did by a plurality of 
\oiccs, find tho said Eimhemia Deans GiritTr of tlie crime libelled ; 
but, in consiiderntnm of her extreane youth, imd the cruel dreum- i 
stances of her case, did carncstlvintreat that the Judge would recom* 
mend her to tho mercy of the Crown. 

* Gentlemen,*’ said the Judge, “you have done your diily—and a 
])niitful one it must have been to men of hmiumity like you. I will, 
undoubtedly, transmit your recommendation to the throne. But it is 
my duty to teH oil who now hoar mo, but especially to inform that un- 
^ouiig woman, in order that her mind may be settled accord- 

. . y, that Ihave not the least hope of a i)ar(Ion being granted in the 
present case. You know the crime has been increasing in tins land, 
niid 1 know farther, that this lias been ascribed to the lenity in wliich 
tin* laws have been exorcised, and tliat there is therefore no hope 
w bniover of obtaining a i emission for this offence ” TJie jui y bowed 
again, and, released from their iiuiuful office, dispersed tlicinselvea 
among the moss of bystanders. 

The Court then asked Mr Fairbrothcr, whether he had any thing 
#0 say, why judgment should not follow on the vBidict ? TJie counsel 
had 8])cnt some time in perusing and reperusing tlie \ei diet, counting 
the letters in eachjur(n’’s name, and weighing^ every phrase, nay, 
every sylkdile, in the nicest scales of legal criticism. But the cleric 
of tJie jury had understood his business too well. No flaw was to bo 
found, and Fairbrothcr mournfully intimated, that he had nothing to 
uiy in arrest of jud^ont. • , - 

The presiding Judge then addressed the unhappy prisoner:— 
**Euphcmia Deans, attend to tlie sentence of tlie Com t now to bo 
pronouno^ gainst you." , . ^ , ,, 

Hho rose from her sca^ and. With a composure for greater than 
could have been au^ed fh>m her demeanour during some parte of 
the trid, abode Uic conclusdoii of the awful scene. So nearly does 
the mental portion of our fedings resemble those which are corporeal, 
that the first severe blows which we receive bring "mni ^om a stun- 
ning apathy, which renders us indifferent to those that foljpw them^ 
Thus said Mandrin, when ho was undergoing the punishment of the 
wheel; and so have all felt, upou whom sucoeMTe ioflktiou& oave 
descended with eoutinuous and reiterated violence^ 
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Ycnxxkf iiwymwa**' said the Jii%e) ^*it b my painml du^ t<) toU you, 
tha^yownifcia f<nfelteduridarft&^,wiiieh,iutraay^^^ soinede* 
ffm «cw e, i« yet ^ady bo, to mder thoso of your unhapw 
aime vhat imk they nin, hyconcealittff, out c? pride or wJse «namo, 
ihdr lap^e from virtue, and making no prmratiou to save tliohmor 
the nrtfortunate infants whom they are to bring into tlie world. W^n 
you eoneealed your ftituation from your mwtresjf, youraiater, and other ' 
worthy and compassionate nefious of your own sor, in whose favour 
your ionucr ctmduct had given you a fair place, you teem to me to 
navo had iu your contemplation, at least, tho death of the ImLdo « 
creature, for who^c hfc > ou neglected to pi ovido. How the didd was 
diKpos<»d of«-whether it wa« dealt ui>on by another, or liy yourself—. 
whether tho extraordinary story you have tidd is partly false, or ollo- 
gether so, is between (lou and yout own couRcience. f will not aggi .1- 
vate sour dwiicss by piossing 011 that topic, but I do inobt Holennily 
adjure you to omploy the reioauiiug space of your time lu makiu >4 
► youi pence s^ith God, for which piirjmsf* huch icvotend eleraymen^ .i- 
yott yourself may name, idiall htne ac<'esh to you Notaithslanding 
thehumune lecomraendotion of the jury, I (mmot alfoidtoyou, ni 
the iireseut circuinstmu es of the oounti > , Uie slifthlcd hope tliat voin 
Ufo will he piolongod bi'vouil the penod AS‘,igiied for the excentiun of 
your Henteiu’o Fothaking, thereto! e. the thoufflits of this w<ffJd, let 
youi nuud Iw prejiin tsl by 1 epentaucc for those of more awfid moments 
^or deiuh, judgment, and eternity — Doonister, lead tlie ^^eutcnce** 

■When the J)oomstcr fihowed Jnuiself, a tall haggard figuip,ai rayed 
in a fniita^tie gaimcnt of him k and gre^, pa«>Mnuito(l with siher hu c, 
all fell back wnh a soit of instiiietne lion 01, and motlo wide way foi 
him to nppioach tlie Ibot of tho table As tliN oflfioo was htlil b> the 
common executioner, men dioulderod e icU otliei ba<,kwaidto axnd 
men the tomb of hin gaiiuent, mid some weic Been to bnuh tin 11 
own clotln s, which hod iwoidcul illy become Riibieotto Huh < on! ti/on 
ation A MMiTid wont thiough the couit, pioauced byeuih peisoii 
di awing in tin u bieath liaro, as men do when they expect 01 witness 
what is fnghiful, and at tho same time affecting. The caitifr^illaiu 
yet seemed, «nml limdeued bruiahly, to have some sense of hi, 
being tlK obiut of public detestation, which made Urn impatunt of 
l^ing in niiblic, as buds of evil omen are luiadous to escape fiom day 
lift lit, and from pure air 

Itepeatiug after the Clerk of Com «, he ttabhlcd over tho word^ of 
the feenteneo, which condemned Kui»hemui Deans to he conducted 
hdick to the Tolliopth of Edinburgh, and detained there until Wed»''^ 
day (he dav of ; and* upon that clay, betwixt the houis of 
tw^ and four oVIock aftcraoon, to he conveys t* tlie comiuoii place 
cxeetitioti, ^d Aero hanged by Ac peck upon a gibbet. « And 
tiuH,” said the DootoMer, agg^vatuig his hai^h voice, “ I pronounce 
foT floewi.” 

He vanislied whOnhe had spoken the last emphatic word, like a 
foul fieial after the purpose of his visitation has been occomplislu d ; 
but tho impiwsiil^ of hiPTor. egndted by his presence and bis errand, 
lem^ed jipaw Ae crowd of sMCtafom. 

^ Theunforiiuxid^^crfo^^ 
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more Buseeptibilii;^, otid more irriliiblo foelb)g 9 tliau bor fathor and 
Bister^ voa loundi ii» this morg^ence. to a considerabio sbaro 
of their eouTfi^e. bad remabiod stajidmtf wotionliesir at the h&t 
wbOe the BesteiMsetini8pronauiU}Cd,azLdwasQbsenedto shot her eyes 
ivdiea the DoonxBter appeared. But she ifas the first to break silcuco 
when tibat evil form bad left bis plaee. 

** <Jod forjriv^ ye, my Lords /' abe said; “ and diunabe angry me 
for uisbing' it— we a' need forgiveness.— As for niyself I ciimiabiatuc 
yc, tVn* yc act up to your %bts ; and if 1 baveua killed luy )>oor infant, 
ye^ny a' tiiot bae seen it Ibis day, that lhae been the means 

of killing my greyheaded father— 1 deserve the warat frae ma®, and 
and froe God too- Bui God is mair mcrcifu* to us than wc arc to each 
othor.^' 

With Ibese words the trial concluded. The ci'owd nisbcd, beni ing 
foiwiird and Bbuuldering each other, out of Ihe court, in the same 
tumultuary mode in which they luiil entered; and, in evcitation of 
animal motion and uniimd spirits, soon for;*<>l whatever they Inul felt ^ 
as impreasivo in the scone winch they had witnessed. The nroleb- 
aiunat spectators, whom habit and tlicory had loifnlered as calnuH to 
the distress of tlie scene as medical men aio to t)u‘se of a ringical 
operation, w'olked hoineviaixl in groups discussing the geneial piin- 
ciple of the statute under which the young wonrin w.i* eomleniiiecl, • 
the nature oi the evidence, and tlie arguments of t]]i' conn ^el, w jI houfc 
considering oum that of the Judge as exempt Irom then ci itici^m. 

The fcmalo spectators, more compasMouute, \\ el < loud in e\cLvm- 
alion ngaiiisf that part oi the Judge \ speech whkh beemed <o cut oil' 
the hope of pardon, 

‘SSet him up, indeed,*' said Mis J Ion den, “to tell us tlntt tlu 
la'-'ie behoved to dns when Mr John Kiik, as ci\il a gcntlen oi ai is 
within the ports of iho town, took tlio pains to pngg lor hei hnu- 
sell." 

“Ay, hut, uoighbonr," said Miss l),ioiaIio;3\ drawing up Jui thin 
aiaideiily form to its fiiU hciglit of prim dimnfy “ J lenlly MiLoL iIua 
unnatural hubiness of liAving bfistai’cLbairus should be pi)(.i*'n a .slop 
to.- There isna a hu^sy now on this side of thiily tint yon e m biiii*; 
witliin your doors, but there will he cliields— wi V r lud'*, pi en( if*e- huk, 
and what uot— coming traiking after them for their dc'^l ruction^ and 
discrediting ane^a honest house into Iho bargain- I hsic uat ]/‘\tienee 
wi* tbeni." • 

“Hout, neighbour," said Mi 6 Ilowden, “ we Buld live find let live— 
wo bae been young oixtbcHs and wc arc no aye to judge llie worst 
when lads and hisses forgather." • 

“Young ourjwlhl and yudge the wnrst!" said Miss Jbmndioy. 
“lam no sae auld a 4 tliat conies to, Miw IJowdcn ; and as for what 
ye ca'thc watbt, 1 ken neither good nor bad ab< nit the in fitter, I 
thank my stars ! " 

“Ye are thankfu' for sma' mercies, then," haul Mrs Kowden, with 
a toss of her head ; “ and os for you and ymitg^ 1 trow y w<‘m doing 
for yourbcJl fit the hist riding of the >SeotH Parliament, and tiiut was 
in the gracious year seven, sne yo can l>e nae sic chicken at oiiy 
ttito." • 
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Plumd.uua<i, who acted ns squire of the body fco the two con tendipjf 
damesy insiautiy saw the Imzard of altering into Buch d^oate pomti 
of chronology, nud beinff a lover of pence and good neighbourhood, 
lost no tiTuo ill bringing back the comersation to its onginol 
bubioot. 

*^Thi‘ Judge didna tell us a^lic could hae tell’d us, if he had liked, 
about the application for pardon, neighbours/* said he ; “ there is aye 
a wimple iu a lawyer's •clew ; but Wt of a secret/' 

*‘Anil whnt is what is 't. neighbour I-'lumdamas?" said Mrs 
Howden nml Miss Damaboy at once, the acid fermentation of fllfeir 
dispute being at oucc neutralized by the powerful alkali implied iu 
the word secret. 

** Here *A Mr Saddletree can tell ye that better than me, for it was 
him that tauld me," said Plumdomas as Saddletree Ccinic up, with his 
Wife hanging on his arm, and looking very disconsolate. 

When the question was put to Saildlctreo, he looked very Hcomful. 

TJiey speak about stopping tlie frequency of child-murder," aoid ho, 
in a contemptuous (one ; ** do ye think our auld enozuics of England, 
as Ql<Midook aye cn h them in nis printed Statute-lmok, care a noddle 
whet her w c dulua kill aue anithcr, Hkiii aud birn, horse and foot, man, 
woinun, and ban n^ nil and sindry, omne^ ef smgtdos, as Mr Crossmy- 
loof says ? N.i, iia, i( h no t?iai hinders them frae pardoning the bit 
lassie. ' Hut lu'ic N the pinch of the pica. The king mid queen aro 
sac ill pleased wi’ that mitotak about Porteous, that dcil a kindly Scot 
will they pai don again, (dtlicr byrepiicvo or remission, if the haill 
town o’ Edinburg li should be a' hanged on ac tow/' 

“Doll that they were back at their German kaloyai'd, then, as my 
noighbom MacOroskie ca\ it," b.iidMrs Jlowdcn, “an thai'b the way 
thov’K* gaun to guide lus!" 

“ Tliey lay for certain," said Miss Dainahoy. " that King George 
llang Ins permig in the fire when he heard o* the Porteous mob/' 

“lie lias done that, they say," replied Saddletree, ‘‘for losa 
lhin» " • 

“Awct'l," Mid Miss Damahoy, “he might keep mair wit in his 
anger- hut it's a* the better for iiis wigmaker, I'se warrant." 

** The queen tore her biggonefs for perfect anger,—yo '11 hae heard 
o* (bat 1 Of) ? " Raid I’lumdamas. “ And the king, they say, kieddt Sir 
llobert Wiilpole fur no keeping down (he mob or Emnburgh; hut I 
diuna believe he wad lichave hoc ungcntecl." 

“ It's dooips truth, thoufl^ " said Saddletree; “and ho was for 
kickin the Duke of Argyle f*) too." 

** Kickin tiie Duke of Argylo! '/miclnlmed tlie hearers at once, in 
all the vanous combined ke^ of utter ustonisluncnt, 

“ Ay, but. MacOaHuounoro'B blood wadna ait down wi' that ; there 
was i!sk of Andro Porraro coming iu thirdsman.” 

“Tim duke is a real Scoteroan— a true friend to the counlr)," 
answered Saddlefree'd hearers. 

“ Ay, troth is he, to king and country bahh, as ye sail hear " coii- 
iiniied the orator, “ if ye will come in bye to our house, for it's safest 
bpenking of sic things tafer " 

When they entered hb s&ip he thrust his prentice boy out of it, 



THiB irJEAHT OF MID-IiOTHIAN. 


im 

and, unlocking: desk, took out, with an air of ifiavc and complor 
Cent importance, a dirty aud crumpled piece of printed paper ; he 
c^erved# is oorn-4t*s uo everybody could show you 
tbe like o* this. It*fi the duke's specdi about the Pbrteous mob, 
just nromukated by tbe, hawkers. Ye shall hear what lau Boy 
C^an^ mjB for himsdll. My eorrcsj)ondent boii^t it in the Palace 
like just undei* the Kmff's' nose^I think he -claws up 
their It came iu a letter about .a foolish bill of exchniigfc 

the man wanted me to renew for him. 1 wish ye wad see about 
it, Hfics Saddletree/' 

Honest Mrs Saddletree had hiiliorto been so siiicm'ely distressed 
about Ute situation of her uutortunatc portejg:6e,tbat she had suffered 
husband to proceed iu bis ovm way, without attending: to what 
he was saying:. The words hills and renew had, however, mi 
awakening- sound in them; and she snatdied the letter wliich lier 
husband held towards her, and wiping: her eyes, and putting: on lier 
spectacles, endeavoured, as fast as the dew which collected on her 
glasses would permit, to get at tbe^ meaning of the needful ])art of 
Die epistle ; while her husband, ^th pompous elevation, read an 
eaftli*act from tbe s])eech. 

“ 1 am no minister, I never was a minister, aud I never will be 
one 

** I didna kAi his grace was ever designed for the uunistry,” inter- 
muted Mrs Howden. 

disna mean a minister of the gospel, Mrs llowdcn, but a 
ministcar of dtote,*' said Siiddletree, with condescending goodness, 
and then proceeded : “ Tlie time wtUi when I might have liecii a piece 
of a minister, but I was too sensible of my own incapacity to engage 
in any state affkir. And 1 tliank God that I had always too great a 
value for those few abilities wliich nature haB.given me, to employ 
tliem in doing any drudgery, or any iob of what kind soever. 1 have, 
ever since I set out in the world (ana I believe few have set out more 
early), served ray prince with my ton^; 1 have scA'ed liim with any 
little interest 1 had, and I have served him with my sword, and in my 
pmfession of arms. 1 liave held exnidoymcnts which I hdve lost, anil 
were I to be to-inori’ow deprived of those which still remain to me, 
and which 1 have endeavoured honestly to deserve. 1 wmdd still serve 
him to tlie last acre of my inheritance, and to the last dl'op of my 
blood—” 

Mrs Saddletree here broke in upon the oralor.^^ Mr Saddletree, 
wbat is the moaning pf a’ this? Here. are ye ekvering about tlie 
Duke of Argyle, and this mauMartinfale gauu to break on our hands, 
aud lose ns gu(}e‘'aixty .pounds— I wondei* what duke will f>ay that, 
guothn— I wiSi the Duke of Argyle would pay lus ain accounts—He 
is in a thpusaud puuds Scots on tnae very books when he wjw last at 
RoyKtouh— Fm no saying hut he's a just nobleman. And that it'sgude 
siller— but it wad di*ive auo daft to be confused wi' doukes ai^djlralces, 
and thae distressed folk up-stah-s, that's Jeauie .Deans aud her father. 

* Itca .lohn Die IVarrlor, a name i>cra£>nal and proper IlielilAihls to Johu Dulse ot 
Afuylc ana Utocnwicl), ai Moc-Gummlu -svaa that of hie race or ingn it)*. • , 
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And putting? the very callaet that was aewrag the eurpel otit 
o’ the fthop, < 0 play wPblaelcgfiiards in the close— Hit still, nei^Iiboxira. 
it’s no that 1 mean to disturb you ; but wliat between courts o* law and 
courts o* state, and xippcr and under parliaments, and parliament- 
honsosjhero and in Jjondon, the ^rndeinan s ^ane clean gryto, 1 think.” 

The ^ssips tmderstood civility, and thenile of doing as they would 
be done by, too well, tb tarry upon the slight invitation implied»;n the 
conclusion of this speech* and tner^foro made their farewells and de- 
parture as fhst ad possible, Saddlctreo whispering to Plumdamas^ihat 
ho would fiiect Inm at MacOronkie’s” (the lowbrowed shop ki the 
Luckonboothft, already mentioned), *Mn the hour of cause, and put 
l^HcCalluminore’s speech in his pocket, for a’ the gudewifes diu.^ 

Whoa Mrs Saddletree tiaw tiie houso freed of her importunate 
visitors, and the IMe boy reclaimed from the pastimes of tl)e wynd 
to the exercise of the awl, she went to visit her unhappy relative^ 
David Deans, and his elder daughter, who had found in her house 
the nearei'l place of friendly refuge. 


CHAPTER XXV. 

luih, Aliwl whftfc p<JO)r abiUt^*i ia Hio *' 

To do him goodV 
lUi^io, A.^jiay liic ptmet you hava 

Jifewturejin' ^f^l0^ure. 

Vtima Mr?* BadiUetroc entered the apartment in which her guests 
had shrouded their misery, «he found the window darkened. The 
feobleuess which f«dlowod his long swoon had rendered it necessary 
f,o lay the old nnui in bed. The curtains were drawn around him, 
ond Jeanic sate motionless by the side of tho bed. Mrs ^laddletroe 
was a Wfmmn of kindne?<s, nay, of feeling, but not qf delicMcy. vShe 
opened the hjiif-shut window, drew aside tho curtain, and taking her 
kinsman by the hand, exhorted him to sit up, and bear lus sorrow 
like a good irtan, ana a Christiau man; as he was. But when she 
quilted JiU hand, it fell powerless by Ids side, nor did he attempt the 
b^ast reply. 

h all over ?” asked Jeanie, wdth lips mxd che^ as pale os adies,-^ 
•’ And it. there nao hope for her 

“ Nttne, ornexilonaue,” said Mrs Saddletree; “IheardtheJudge- 
lljirle say it with my ain car§— It was a burning shame to sec sae 
HnoDy o’ them set np yohder in their, red gowns and black go\m, and 
a* to take tlie life o' a bit senseless lassie. I liad'ncver muckle broo 
o' my gudeman’s gossips, and now 1 like them waar than ever. The 
only ad.HcIike thing I heard onyhody say, was decent Mr John Kirk 
of Kirk-knoxve. and he wussed them just to get the king's mercy, and 
^ nao rni;;ci& alKiut it But he spake to uureasQimblc folk~-.hc might 
just ime koepit his broath to hac blawn on his porridge.” 

^"But cuih the king gie her mercy eoid dcauie, earucstlj, 

^ Somo f(.lk tell urn ho canna gio nm^cy in cases of mur in eases 

like licrs " * 
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“ Van lie gio mercy, hhmy ?— Aweel I wot lie ean^ wheu he likea. 
There was youn^ Shiglesword, that stickittlic Laird of Ballencleucb, 
end Captafa Hookum, the Enfflishniau, that killed Laiiy Colffrain's 
giidemaiif and the Master of^Saiut Okir, that shot the twa Bhaws, 
and niony mair in my time — to be sure they were gentle blood, aud 
Imd their kin to speak for them— And there was Jock Portejous the 
other elay—Pse warrant there's mercy, ah folkjeould win at it/' 

** Porteous ] " said Jeanie ; ** very true— I forget a' that I suld maist 
mini.— J’are ye weel, Mrs Saddfotree; and may ye uever want a 
frienS in tlie hour of distress I ” 

“ Will ye no stay wP your father, Jeanie, bairn?— Ye liad better,'' 
said Mrs Saddletree. 

" I will lie wanted ower yonder," ihdicatmi? the Tolbootli with her 
hand, “ and 1 maun leave him now, or I will neyor he able to leave 
liim. I fcarna for Ilia life — I ken how strong-hearted lie ia— 1 ken 
it,” sho said, laying hpr hand on her bosom, “by luy aiu heart at this 
minute." 

‘‘ Wed, hinny, if ye think it's for the best, better he stay liere and 
rest him, than gang back to St Leonard’s." 

“ Mucklc better— muckle better— God bless you ! — God bless you! 
—At no rate let him gang till you hear frae me," said Jeanie. 

‘‘But ye’ll be back belive?” said Mrs Saddletree, detaining her; 
“ they winna lot yc stay yonder, hinny." 

“ But 1 ratiun gang to St Leonard's— there's muckle to he dune, 
and little time to do it in— And I havcfiiends to speak to— G<d bless 
you— take care of my father." 

She had reached the door of the apartment, when, suddenly turn- 
iiig, she came back, and knelt down by tlio bedside.— ‘‘ 0 father, gie 
me your blessing— I dare not go till ye bless me. Say but God bleds 
ye, and prosper ye, Jeanie— try but to say tlmtl " 

instinctively, rather than by an exertion of intellect Iho old man 
murmured a prayer, that "purchased and promised blessings might 
ho multiplied upon lier." 

" He has blessed mine errand," said his daughter, riisiiig from her 
knees, " and it is borne in upon my mind thatl shall prosper." 

So sayiug, she left the room. 

Mrs Saddletree looked after he.r, and shook her head. " I wish 
she binna roving, poor thing— there's something queer about a’ thac 
Beanses. I dinna like folk tone sae muckle better than other folk— ’ 
seldom comes gudo o’t. But if she's garni to look after the kyo at 
Bl Leonard’s, that's another story; Jo be sure they maun he stuted. 
-Grizzie, come iin here, and fak tent to the lioiiest auld raan, and 
HOe he wauls noetniiig.—Yc aUlytawpie" (adtlrcriaing the imiiu-ser- 
vant as she entered), “what garr'd ye busk up your cockernony that 
gate ?— I tliiuk there's been eueugh the day to gie an awfii' warning 
about your cockupa and your falGd duda^-see what they a' come to, 
&c. Ikc. &c. , 

Lt^aviiig the good lady to her lecture upon worldly vanities, we must 
transport our reader to the cell in wliicli the unfortunate Efne Deans 
v;as now immured, being restricted of several liberties which she hud 
enjoyed before the Bcmence was projjounced. * « ^ 
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When she had rotnained abwit iin hour m the state of atnpjfied 
hoiTor 80 natural in her situation, she was disturbed by ilie openinff 
of the jai‘rinff bolts of her pkee of coudnemeut, and Ratcliffe flowed 
huoselr. ft’s your sister, said, ^ wants to speak t' yc, Effie." 

“ 1 canua see naebody,” said Effie, with the hasty iiTitability wli^oh 
misery rendei'ed more acute — t canna see naebody, and let^t of 
a* her— Bid her take wo of the auld man— I am naetliing to *bny o’ 
them now, nor them to mo." 

“ She says «lie maun see ye, though," said Eatcliffo^nd .J^^anic, 
rushing into the apartmont, threw her arms round hei**^*’a neck, 
who writhed to extricate herself from her embrace. 

“ What significa coming to greet ower me,” said poor EfBe, when 
you have killed me ?— kifled me, wlieu a word of your mouth would 
Lave saved me— killed me, when I am an innocent creature-^innocent 
of that guilt at least— aud me that Wad hao wared body and soul to 
save your finger fi*oin being hurt I ” 

“ you shall not die,” said Jeanie, with enthuaiastic firmness ; " say 
what you like o’ me— think wliat you like o’ me— only promise— for 
I doubt your proud heart— that ye wunna hanu yourself, and you shall 
not die this stiameful death/’ 

A shanh ful death I will not die, deanie, lass. I have tliat in my 
Jioart— tliough it has been ower kind a ane— that wunna bide shame. 
Oao hanie to our father, and think unC mair on me— i' have eat my 
last earthly meal.” 

‘‘ Oh, this was what I feared 1 ” said Jeanic. 

** lloufc, tout, hinny,” said Ratclilfe ; it’s but little ye ken o’ time 
things. Arc aye thmkR at the first dinnle o’ tho sentence, they hne 
heart enough to die rather than bide out the sax weeks ; but tbey aye 
bide the sax weeks out for a* tliat. 1 ken tho gate o*t weel : 1 hac 
fronted the dooinster three times, and here 1 stand, Jim Ratciifi'e, for 
ft’ that. Had I tied my napkin straight tho first time, as 1 had a 
gi'eat mind till’t— and it whs a’ ftbout a bit grey cowt^ 'tvasua worth 
ten pimds sterling— where would 1 have been now ? ” 

And how did you escape ? ” said Jeahie, the fates of this man, at 
first so odious to her, having acquired o sudden interest in her eyes 
from their coiTespondonce with those of her skter. 

“ How did I escape ? ” said Ratclifie, with a knowing wink,— “ I tell 
ye I ’scapit in a way tlmt naebody will qjseape from this Tolbooih while 
1 keep the keys.” 

^ My sister shall come out in the face of the sun,” said Joanie ; “ I 
will go to London, and beg her pardon firom the king and queen. If 
toey j|Edpued Portoous, they may pardon her; if a sister asks a sister's 
life j^Hjjll^nded kneei^ they will pardon her— they shall pardon her 
— auVPIf will win a thousand hearts by it.” 

Effie listened in bewildered astonishment, and so canmst was her 
eisicr’s enthustastic assurance, that she almost involuntarily cauglit a 
gleam o^hopc ; but it mstantly faded away. 

" Ah, beanie! tlie king aud queen five in London, a thousand miles 
from tlii«“-far avont the saut sea: I’ll be gano before ye win there.” 

“You are inistaen,” said Jeanie; “it's no saefar, and they go to 
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St hv laud ; 1 learned something: al)Out thae things from Reuben 
Butlei-/' 

“ Ah, Jcanio ! ye never learned onything hut what was gude frae 
tiie folk yo keepit company wi’; hut I— bu^ I”— she wrung her 
hands, and wept oitterly. 

^‘Dinna thiiik ou tliat now,” said Jeauic; “ there will be ikne for 
tliat ifsthe present space be redeemed. Fare ye wecl. Unless 1 die 
by the road, 1 will see the king’s face that gies groce—O, sii‘” (to 
liat^jifTc), be kind to her— She ne’er kond what it was to need a 
a taja g3r’s kindness till now— Fareweel— farewecl, Effiel — Binpa 
«Kc 'to me— I maunna greet now— my head’s ower dis^zy already 1 ” 
iSHic tore herself fi'om her sister’s arms, and left the cell. Ratciifle 
PRlowed her, and.bcekoncd lier into a small room. She obeyed his 
signal, but not without trembling. 

“ Wliat’s the fule thing shaking for ?” said he: “ I mean nolliiiig 
but civility to you. D — n me, I respect you, and I can’t help it. You 
have so much spunk, that, d— n me, but I think there’s some chance 
of your carrying the day. But you must not go to the king till you 
have made some fnend ; try the duke— try MacCallummorc ; he’s Scot- 
land’s friend — 1 ken that the great folks dinua muckle like him— but 
they fear him, and that will serve your 4 >urpoBe as weel. D’ye ken 
naebody wad ^e ye a letter to him ? ” 

“Duke of ArgyleJ” said Jeanie, recollecting Jierself suddenly, 
“ what was he to that Argyle thatsunered in my father’s time — in the 
pcvsiecution?” 

“Ills sou or grandson, I’m thiuking/' said Eatcliffe ; “ but wbai o’ 
that ? ” 

“ Thank God! ” said Jeanic, devoutly dasphig her hands. 

“ You whigs are aye thanking God for s<«nething,” said the ruffian. 
“ But hark ye, hinny, I’ll tell ye a secret. Ye may meet wf rough 
customei'S on the Border^ or in the Midland, afore ye get to Lunnon. 
Now, deil ane o’ them will touch an acquaintance o’Daddic Hatton’s ; 
for though 1 am retired frae public practice, yet they ken I can do a 
gude or an ill turn yet— and deil a gtide fellow that has been but a 
twelvemonth on the iay^ be he niffler or padder, hut he knows my 
gj'bc ^ as well as the jark/* of 'e’er a queer coffin" in England— ami 
there ’s rogue’s Datin for you.” ' 

It was, indeed, totally unintelligible to Jeauie Beans, who was only 
imnatient to escape from him. Tie hastily scrawled a line or two on 
a dirty piece of paper, and said to her, as she drew back when he 
offered it, “ Hey ! wiiat the deil— it yjrunna bite, you, my lass- if it 
does nae gude, it can do nae ill. But I wish you to show' it, if you 
have ony fisherie vrt’ ony o’ St Nicholas’s clerks ” 

“ Alas ! ” said she, “ I do not understand what you mean 

“ I mean, ff you fall among thieves, my precious,— that is a Scrip- 
ture phrace, if ye will hae ane— thebauldest of them will ken a scurt 
0* my guse feather. And now awa wi’ ye — tind stick to Ar^^Je ; if 
^ onybotly can do the job, it inaun_be him.” 


* Pass. 


f seal 


a J'nitlce of Peace. 
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After casUn^f an anxious look at the grated windows and blackened K 
walls of the old Tolbuotk, and another scarce less anxious at the ho{^‘ 
pitahle lodging of Mrs Saddletreej deanie turned her hack on that\ 
quarter, and soon after on Uie city itself. She reached Saint Leonard’s \ 
Crags without meeting any one wlmm she knew, which, in the state 
of her*mind, fdio considered as a great blessiDg. I must do naething, 
shathouglit^ as she vent along, that can soften or weaken heart 
—it’s ower weak already for what I hae to do. I will iihink and act 
os firmly as I can, and speak as little. . ' 

ITiere was an ancient servant, or rather cottar, of feea* fatheif^, who 
Ijsid lived under him for many years, and Vhose fidelity Was wortliy, 
of full confidence. She sent for this woman, and explaining to her^ 
that the circumstances of her family required she should under*' 
take a journey, wliich would detaiu her for some w^s ftom home, 
siie gave her full instructions concerning the management of the 
doniestio conceras in her absence. With a precision, which, upon 
reflection, she herself could not help wondering at, she described and 
detailed the most minute steps which were to b^e taken, and especially 
such as were necessary for her father’s comfort. It was probable,” 
she said, “ that ho would return to St Leonard’s to-morrow: certain 
tliat ho would return very so^— all must be in order for him. He 
hud enough to distress him, ^without being foshed_about warldly 
in alters. • • • 

In the meanwhile she toiledf busily, along with May Hettly, to leave 
notliing unarraiiged* 

It was deep in the night when all these matters were settled ; and 
when they had partaken Of some food, the first which Jeanie had 
tasted oil that eventful day, May Hettly, whose usual residence Avasa 
cottage at a little distance from Deans’s house, asked her young mis- 
tress, whether she would not permit her to remain in the house all 
night? « Ye hae had an awfu* day," she said, « and sorrow and fear 
are but bad companions in the watdies of the.ni^t, as 1 hao hoard 
the gudeinan say himsell.” 

" They nre ill coinpamons indeed,” said Jeanie ; but I maun learn 
to abide their presence, and better begin in the house tlian in the 
field." , ,, • f 

She dismissed her aged assistant accordingly, -^for so slight was 
the gradation in their rank of life,^hat we can hardly term May a 
servant,-— and proceeded to make a few preparations for her journey. 

1 lie siiniuicity of her education and country made these prepar- 
ations very brief and easy. Hpr tartan screen sciTed all ^epuriioaeft 
of a riding- habit, and of an umbrella; a small bundle contained 
cliangcH of linen ns- were absolutely necessary. Birefooted, aa Sancho 
says, she had come into the world, and barefooted she proposed to 
perform her pilgrimage; and her clean shoes and change of snow- 
white thread stockings wore to bo reserved for special occasions of 
ceren^jliliy, Blic was hot aware, that the ISnglish linbits of c(nnfoTt 
attach au idea of al^cct raisei y to the idea of a barefooted traveller 
and il tlie objection of deaiil^ess had been made to the pvji,cticc, she 
. wojild have been apt to vindicate herself upon the very frequent ah* 
lURops ^0 winch, with hlahometan scrupulosity, a Scoltish damsel of 
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condition usually subjects herself. Thus far, therefore, nil was 

From an oaten press,. or cabinet, in which her ftither kept a few 
old bookstand two or three bundles of papers, besides his ordinary 
^iccounts and receipts, she sought out and extracted ^om a parcel of 
notes of sermons, calculations of iiitmost, records of dying sneezes 
of the miv'tm, and the likci ouO or two documents, which ^e mought 
might be or some use to her upon her mission. But the most impor- 
tant difficulty remained behinoi, and itTiad not occurred to her until 
tliat Tcj^ evening. It was the want of money, without which it was 
Impossible she could undertake so, distant a journey as she now 
meditated. 

David Deatis, as we have said, w^s easy, and even opulent in hia 
cirenmstapees. But liia wealth, like that of the patriai-chs of old, 
Vonaiated in his kiiie and herds, and in two or three sums lent out at 
interest to neighbours or relatives, who, for from being in circum- 
f^tances to pay anything to account of the principal sums, thought 
they did all that was incumbent on them when, with considerate 
difficulty, tliey discharged ‘‘the amiual rent.'' To these debtors it 
w^ouid be in vain, tlierefore, to apply, even with her father's concur- 
rence ; nor could she hope to obtain suclycoucurrence, or assistance 
ill any mode, without such a scries of explanations and debates as she 
.fcli might depri^ her totally of the power of tpking the step, winch, 
however daring and hazardous, she relt was ahsolmtely necessary for 
tryin.g tlie last chance in favour of her sister. Without departing 
from filial reverence, Jeanie liad an inward conviction that the feelings 
of her fatlier, however justj and upright, and honourable, were too 
little in unison witli the spirit of the time to admit of his being a good 
judge of the measures to be adopted^ In this crisis, Hers^f more 
tioxihle in manner, thougli no less upright in principle, she felt tliat 
10 ask Ijis consent to her pilgrimage would be to encounter the risk 
of drawing down Ins jioaitivc prohibition, and under that she believed 
lier journey could not be blessed iu its process and event. Accord- 
ingly, she had determined upon tlie meansoy which she iiiiglit com- 
municate to him her undertiiking and its purpose, shortly after her 
Actual departure. But it was impossible to apply to him for money 
wiUiout altering this arrangement, and discussing fiiUy the propriety 
of her journey 5 pecuniary asriat^nco from that (quarter, therefore, 
was laid out of the question. 

It now occuiTed to Jeanie that she should have consulted with Mrs 
Saddletree ou this subject. But, besides the time that must now 
uccc^arily be lost in recurring to her Assistance, Jeanie internal^ 
revolted from it. heart acknowledged the goodness of Mrs Had- 
dletreo'a general character, and the kind interest she took in tlicir 
family misfortunes ; but still rIio felt that Mrn .Saddletree was a 
■tvoinan of an ordinary and worldly way of tliinking, incapable, from 
habit and temperament, of taking a keen or enthusiastic view of such 
«. resolution as she had foimied ; and to debate the point with hm^ and 
to rely upon her conviction of its propriety for the means of carrying 
it into execution, would have been gall !md wormwood. 

Butler, vvhose assistance she might have been assured jf, was 
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g*rcatly poarer than Jiprself. In these circumstances, she form^cl'lC . 

resolution Ibr the puraose of slirmountiug tins ditticujlt}', the? 
execution of wliich will fonn taie subject of the next chapter. 


CHAPTEEXXVL 

'Tte the voice of the eluggatfl, I ’vo heard him domplaiiif '■ , 

** You have vroXed me too soon, Lmust slumber again r u ' 

As the door on its hinges, 80 he ou his bed, ^ 

Turns his side, and his riioniaerij And his heavy head. ' 

. DuYTatts. 

The nmnsiott-hoiise of Dumhiedikes, to which we are now to intro- 
duce our readers, lay three or four miles— ^uo matter for the exact 
topography— to the southward of St Leonard’s. It had once borne 
the appearance of some little celebrity} for the ** auld laird,’* whose 
liumours and pranks were o^ten mentioned in ilic ale-houses for about 
a mile round it, wore a sword, kept agood horsey and a brace of gTcy- 
hounds ; brawled, swore, and betted atcock-dglits and Iiorso-niatches ; 
followed Somerville of Dnan’s hawks, and the Lord Iloss’s hounds, 
and called himself poirU d^ise a gentleman.^ But tlie line had hcen 
veiled of its splendour in the present proprietor, ^ho cared for no^ 
rustic amusements, and wasdssavi|ig» timidi and retired, as. his father ) 
had been at once grasping and semsiily extravagant,— daring, wild, 
and intrusive. 

Bumbiedikes was what is called in Scotbnd a single house ; that is, 
having only one room occupying its whole depth fi'orn back to front, 
each of which single apartments was illuminated by sLx or eiglit ci cjss 
lights, whose diminutive panes and heavy frames permitted scarce so 
much light to enter as shines tlirough one well-constructed raodeni 
window. This inartificial edifice, exactly such as a child would build 
with cards, having a steip roof flagged with coarse grey stones instead 
of slates ; a hal^rcular turret, battletnentcd, or, to use the ujiiiro- 
priate pm^se, hartizau'd on the top, served as a case for a nai-row 
turnpike«staii*, by which an ascent was gaked from st^ry to story j 
and at the bottom of the said turret was a door studded with large- 
headed nails. There was no lobby at the bottom of the tower, and 
scarce a landing-place opposite to the doors which gave access to the 
apartments. One or two low and diloindated outhouses, ^connected 
by a courtyard waiH equally ruinous, surrounded the mansion. The 
court had been paved, but ‘'the flags being partly displaced, and 
partly renewed, a gallairt crop of docks ana thistles sprung up be- 
tween them^t the smaH gmyen, which opened by a posteiu through 
the waU, seemed tipt to be m a nwicli more orderly condition. Over 
the low-arched gat^imy wliich led into the yard, there was a carved 
stonej^exhibiting some attempt at armorial bearings ; and above the 
iunct entrance hung, and had hung, for many years, tlie moulderiiig 
hatchment, whidh aanoUnc^ that iimquhile .Laurence Bumhie. of 
Bumbiedikes, had been gaflfcred to hi^ fathers in Newbattle kirk- 
' yanl. Tlie approach to this palace of pleasure was by a road formed 
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the nule fragments of stone gathered ft*om the fields, and it was 
surrounded by ploughed, hUt u:&enclosed . land- Upon a baulk, that 
is, ah unploughcd ridge of land interposed among tlie corn, the 
lijiii-d's trusty palfrey was tethered by the head, and picking a meal 
of gi-ass. The whole argued neglect and discomfort ; the consequence, 
'however, of idleness and indifference, not^f poverty. ^ 

111 this inner court, not without a sense of bashfulness and timidity, 
stood Jeanie Deans, at an early hour in a fine spring morning. She 
Wixs no heroine of romance, and therefewe looked wSh some curiosity 
and intaipst on the manaiou-house and domainSf of which, it might at 
4 hat moment occur to her, a little encoui^cment^ such as women of 
•all ranks know by instincthow to-apply, might have made lier mistress. 
'Moreover, she was no person or taste beyond her time, rank, and 
country, and certainly thought the house or Duinbiedikes, though in- 
‘ ferior to Holyrood-house, or the palace at Dalkeith, was still a stately 
Htructure in its way, and the laud a ‘‘very bonny bit, if it were better 
.seen to and done to.” But Jeanie Deans, was a plain, true-hearted, 
lioucst girl, who, while she acknowledged aU the splendour of her old 
admirers habitation, and the value ofbisprojiei’ty. never for a moment 
liiirboured a thought of doing the Laird, Butler, or lierself, the injustice, 
which many ladies of liigher rank would not have hesitated to do to 
nil three, on much less temptation. 

Her present ewrand being with the Laird, .slie looked round the 
ftffices to see if she could find any doihostic to announce that she 
^tished to see him. As all was silence, sbe ventured to open one 
door it was the old Laird’s dog-kennel, now deserted, unless when 
occupied, as one or two tubs seemed to testify, as a wasliing-liouse. 
8 he tried another— it was the roofless shed where the hawks had been 


once kept, as appeared from a perch or two not yet completely rotten, 
and a lure anu jesses which were mouldering on the wall. A third 
door led to the coal-hous^ which was w'ell stocked. To keep a very 
I good fire, was one of the few points of domestic management m whicn 
) Dumhiedikes was positively active ; in all other matters of domestic 
j economy he was completely passive, and at the mercy of his honsc- 
' keeper, the same buxom dame whom bis father had long since Ix;- 
qi^cathed to his charge, and who, if fame did her no injustice, had 
-fathered her nest pretty well at his expense. 

Jeanie wont on opening doors, like the second Calender wanting 
(in eye, in the casUc of the hundred obliging damsels, until, like the 
Raid mnee errant she came to a stable. The Highland Pegasus, 
Kory Bean, to which belonged the single entire stall, was her old ac- 
.^aaintance, whom she had seen grazing on the baulk, as she failed 
».vot to recognise by well-laiown ancient riding furniture and 
(Icmi-pique saddle, which half hung on the waHs, hair traded on the 
jitter. Beyond the "treviss,” which formed one side of the stall, stood 
a cow, who tunied her. head and lowed when Jeanie came into the 
jstablc, an appeal wliich her habitual oeeupationB enabled her perfectly 
ito understand, and with which site could not refuse complying, *by 
shaking down some fodder to the animal, which liad been neglected 
like most things else in the castle of the sluggard. 

Wl^e ^e was accommodating “ the milky mother^ with the food 

§ V 
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which she should hare received two hottre Booner, a slipshod wojcI^ 
peet>ed into the stable, and perceiving that a stranger was em- 
ployed ill discharging the tafle which slie, at length, and rcluc- 
tam|y« had quitted her slunihors to perform, cjacukted, “Eli, sirs! 
the IBrowniel the Brownie! ” and fled, yelling as if she had seen tlio , 
devih 

To explain her terror, it may be necessary to notice, that the old 
house or DumbiedihcB had, according to report, been long haunted 
by a Brownie, one of those familiar spirit^ who were believed in 
ancient times to supply the deficiencies of the ordinary la^iOurer— 

WlilTl the long mopi and ply the piry flolL" \ 


Ocrfccs, the convenience of such a supernatiirfd assistance could have 
been nowhere more sensibly .fdt, than in a famiiy where the domestics 
were so little disposed to personal activity ; yet this sending maiden 
was BO far from rejoicing in seeing a supposed aerial substitute dis- 
charging a task which sno should liave long since performed herself, 
that tdie pi’oceedcd to raise the family by ber Bcreams of horror, 
utitered as thick as if the Brownie had been flaying lier. Jeanie, wlio 
had immediately rcBigned her temjiorary occupation, and foliow'cd 
Uio yelling damsel into the court-yard, in order to muleceive a^d 
app(iisc her, was there met by Mrs Janet Balehristio, the favoniite 
sultana of the last Baird, as scandal wont— tlie h:»usekeeper of tlie 
present. The good-looking buxom woman, betwixt forty and fifly 

i f or such we described her at the death of the last Laird), was now 
at, red-faced, old dame of* seventy, or thereabouts, fond of her ijltiee, 
and jealous of her authority,^ Conscious that her administni-tion did 
not rest on so sure a basis as in the time of the old proprietor, 
siderate lady had introduced into the flimily the screamer afurcs®^ 
who added' good features and bright eyes to the powers of -ter 
lungs. She made no conquest of the Laird, however, who seemed 
to live as if there was not another woman in the woiid but Jeanie 
Deans, and to bear no very ardent or overbearing aflection even to In r. 
Mia Janet Balchristie, notwithstanding, had her own uneasy thoughts 
upon the almost daily visits to Saint Leonard’s Crags, and.often,whiHi 
the Jiaird looked at her wLstfidly and paused, according to his custoiii 
before utterance, she expected him to say, “ Jenny, 1 am g«,un 
change my condition but she was relieved by “Jenny, I am gauu to/ 
change my shoon.” * . , 

Still, however, Mrs Balchristie regarded Jeanie Deans with ntl 
small jiortioii of malevolence, the customary feeling of sucli personi 
towards any one who they think lias the means of doing them sA 
} injury. But slie had also a general aversion t*) any female,' tolerablj^ 
r young, and decently well looking, who showed a wish to approach i 
“'the House of Dumbiedikes and the proprietor thereof. And as she 
had raised her mass of mortality out of bed two hours earlier than 
usu^ to come to tlie rescue of her clamorous niece, she was in sucli 
: exA’^e had humour against aU and sundry, that Saddletree woidJ 
^!' Iiave pronounced, that she harboured immmtiam contra mnnes 
'*morlales, ♦ 

. “ Wha the deil are ye?” said the fat dame to poor Jeanie, whom 
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she did not immediately recognise, '^scoiiping about a decent bouse 
at sic an hour in the moraing?” 

“ It was ane wanting to speak to tlie Laird,” said Jianic, who felt 
something of the intuitive terror which she had formerly entertained 
for this termagant, when she was occasionally at Dumbiedikes on 
business of her father's. 

" Ane !— And what Sort of ane are ye ?— hae ye nae name ?— D 'vc 
think His honour has naething else to do than lo i^ak wi* ilka idle 
traroncr that comes about the town, and him in h}S bed yet, honest 
manW 

‘'Dear Mrs Balchriatie,” replied Jeanie, in a submissive tone, d *yc 
no mind me?— d'ye no mind Jeanie Deans?” 

‘‘Jeanie Deans!” said the termagant, iu accent?! affccling the 
utmost astonishment; then, taking two strides nearer to her, she 
peered into her face with a stare of curiosity, equally scornful and 
malignant — “ J say Jeaiiie Deans indeed — Jeanie Ddevil, they had 
better liac ca'd ye!— A bomiy spoto'wark vour tittie and you hae 
made out, murdering aepuir w^ean, and your light liminer of a sister's 
to be hanged forX as weel she deserves!— Ami the like o' you to 
come lo ouy honest man's house, and w ant to be in to a docent bacUelov 
gentleman’s room at this time iu the morning, and him in Ids hod!— 
(iae wa’, gao wa'I” 

J^'anic was struck mule with shame at the unfeeling brutality of 
tliis accusation, and could not even lind words to ju^li^y herself I’ioni 
the vile constructiou put upon her visit, when Mrs Balchristie, weeing 
her atlvautage, continued iu the same tone, “ (k>me, come, buvuUc up 
your pipes and tramp awa wi’ ye! — ye may be seeking a father to 
iiuoliher wean for onythiiig 1 ken. If it warna that your father, auld 
David Deans, had been a tenant on our land, 1 would (!fy up the 
mtiii-folk, and hae ya dookit in the burn for your impudence.” 

Jeanio hod already turned her back, and w(ts walking towards the 
door of the court-yard, so that Mrs Balclirist^, to make her last 
threat impressively audible to her, had raised her stentorian vtdcc to 
its utmost pitch. But, like many a general, she lost the engagement 
by pressing her advantage too far. . 

^ ,The Laird had been disturbed in his morning slumbers by the toues 
of Mrs Balchristie's objurgation, sounds in themselves by no means 
uncommon, but vei^ remarkable, iu respect to the early hour at 
' which they were uow heard. He turned hftnself on the other side, 
however, in hopes the squall would blow by, when, in the course of 
Mrs Balchristie's secomf explosion of wrath, tlio name of Don ns 
distinctly struck the ty mpanum of his dlar. As he Wiis, in some degree, 
aware of the small portion of benevolence with which his housekeeper 
regarded the family at St Leonard's, he instantly conceived that some 
message from thence was the cause of tlu’s untimely ire, and getting 
out of his bed, ho slipt as speedily os possible into an old brocaded 
night'gown, and some other necessary gjwments. clapped on bis head 
• his father's gold-laced hat (for though he was seldom seen without it, 
yet it is proper to contradict the popular report, that be skqit in it, as 
t>on Quuote did in his helmet), and opening the window of Lis bed- 
roonif beheld, to his great astonishment, well-known Agore of 
• • • 
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Jeanie Dcaiia herself retreating from his gate ; while his house-keeper. < 
with arms a-kimbo, fist clenched and extendedy Ifody cf cct, mm 

shaking with rage, sent after her a volley of BiUingsgate onthfl. 
choler rose in proportion to the surprise, and perh^S to Mie disturb- 
ance of his -repose. “ Hark ye/' he exc&lmea from tiie window, “ ye 
auld lipib of S^n— wha the Jcil gies you commis»i<m to guide an 
honest maii^s daughter that gate?” 

Mrs Balchristie wds completely caught in the manner, wne was 
a^vare, from the unusual waimth with which the Laird expressed him- 
setfi that he was quite serious in this matter, and she knew tliah'With 
all Ills indolence of nature, there were points on which he might be 
provoked, and that, being provoked, heliad in him somethmg danger- 
ous, which her wisdom taught her to fear accordingly. She began, 
therefore, to retiact her false step as fast as she comd. " She was 
but speaking for the house's credit, and she couldna think of disturbing 
his honour m the morning sae early, when the young woman might 
as weel wait or call again ; and to be sure, she might make a mistake 
between tlic twa sisters, for ano o’ them wasna .sae creditable an 


acquaintance.” 

Hand your peace, ye auld jade!” said Humbiedikes ; “ the w^arst 
quean o’er stude in their shoon may ca* you cousin, nn a’ be true that 
I hare heard.— Jeanie, my woman, gang into the parlour~but stay, 
that winiia he redd up yet— wait tlmre a minute till J^come down to 
let yo ill— Diima mind what Jenny says to ye.” 

“ Na, na,” said Jenny, with a laugh of affected heartiness^ never 
mind me, lass— a’ the waiid kens niv bark’s waur than my bite— if ye 
had had an appointment wf the Laird, ye might line tauld me — 1 am 
nae uncivil person— gang your ways in by, lunny.” And slio opened 
tlie door of the i. .se with a master-key. 

“ But I had no appointment wi’ the Lmrd,” said Jearie, drawing 
back ; “ I want just to speak twa words to him, and I wad rather do it 
standing here, Mrs J-Salchristie.” 

“ In the open court-yard! — No, iia, that wad never do, lass; we 
maunna guide ye that gate neither — And how’s that douce honest 
man, your father?” 

Jeanie was saved the pain of answering this hypocritical question^, 
by the appearance of the Laird himself. 

“ Gang in and get breakfast ready,” said he to his housekeeper*^ 

“ and, d^yc hear, breakfiist wi’ us yoursell — ye ken how to manage 
thac porringers of tea-water-'-and,* hear ye, see abune a’ that there’s 
a gttde fire.— Weel, Jennie, my woman, gang in by— gang in by, and 
restye.” ^ v 

“ Na, Laird,” Jeanie replied, endefavonring as jmuch as she could to 
express herself with composure notwithstanding she still trembled, 

I canna gang in — 1 have a lang day’s darg afore me — I maun be 
, twenty ^ile o^gate the night yet, if feet will cai*ry me.” 

* “ Guide and deliver us !— .twenty mile— twenty mile on your feet I ” 


to ye 1 can sae here ; forby that Mrs Bsuchristii 
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“ Tiic deil flco'awa wi'vMrs Balchristie said Diimbicdikcs, “ and 
he’ll hae a heavy lading q’ hei:l— I tell ye, Jeanie I am a man 

of few woi'ds, but 1 am luird at hame^ aawell ns in! the field; deil a 
brute or body about my house but 1 can manage when I like, except 
Rory Bean, my pony; but 1 6^ seldom be at the plague, an it binna 
wlimj my blukPs up. , • 

I was wanting to say to ye,' Laird/’ said Jeaiiio, who iblt the 
necesfiily of entering u^n her busing ^ that 1 was gann a lang 
journey, outby of my fatnoi^s knowledge*" . . 

“Oigtbyliis knowledge,. Jeanief-i-Is that right? Ye maun think 
o’t again—it’s no right," said Dnmbiedikea, with a countenance of 
great conoem. ^ ^ 

^‘If 1 were anes at Lunnon," said Jeanle, in exculpation, ^‘1 am 
ainaist sure I could get means to speak to the queen about my sister’s 
life* 

Lumion — and me queen— *and her skter’s life ! " said Dumbiedikes, 
whistling for very amazement— “ the lassie’s demented." 

“ I am no out <y my mind/' said she. " and, sink or swim, I am deter- 
mined to gang to Lunnon, if I suld beg my way frae door to door — 
and so 1 maun, unless yc wad lend me a smaU sum to pay my ex- 
penses — ^little thing will do it; and ye ken iny father’s a man of 
substance, and wad see iiae man, far less you, Lmrd, come to loss by 
me." • , 

Dumbiedikes, on comprehending the nature of this application, could 
scarce trust his ears— ho made no answer whatever, but stood with 
lii.s (^es riveted on the ground. 

** J see ye are no for assisting me, Laird " said Jeanie ; “ sac fare 
VO weel — and gang and sec my poor father as aften as ye can— he Avill 
be lonely eneugh now." 

“ Where is the silly bairn gaun ? " said Dumbiedikes ; and laying 
hold of Jier hand, heled her in to the house. “ It’s no that I didna 
lliiuk o’t before," he said, but it stack hi my throat." 

Thus speaking to himself, he led her into an old-fashioned parlour, 
shut the door bmnd them, and fastened it with a bolt. Wltile J ennie, 
surprised at this manoeuvre, remaiued as near the door as possible, 
the Laird quitted her hand, and pressed upon a spring lock fixed in an 
oak panel in the wainscot, which instantly slipped aside. An iron 
strong-box was discovered in a recess ot‘ the wall ; he opened this 
also, and, pulling out two or three drawers, showed that they were 
filled with Jcathcrn bags, full of gold and silver coin. 

This is my bank, Jeanie, lass,” he said, looking first at her and 
then at the treasure, with an air of igreat complacency,—" nane o' 
your goldsmith’s bil^ for mo,— tliey bhng folk to ruin.” 

Then auddcnly changing his tone, he resolutely said,— "Jeanie^ 1 
will make ye Lady Dumbiedikes afore the sun sets, and ye may nde 
to Lunnon in your ain coacli, if ye like." v , . 

Laird," said Jeanie, " Ih^ can never.be— my father^s grief— 
my sister’s situation— the discredit to you ** • 

" That's business," said Dumbiedikes ; "ye wad sac naethmg 
about that if ye werena a fide— and yet I like ye the better for *t— aso 
wi^e body’s eneugh in the married slate. But if your heai t’s ower 
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fa% toko wliat siDer will seire ye, and let it be when ye come back * 
a^fun-— e.s j^ude syne as sunc/’ 

« But, Luiid ” said Joame, who felt ibe necessity of being explicit 
with so extiaordiniiry a lover, **I like another man better than 3 on, 
«od 1 caniia raairv ye.” 

** Another man better than me, Jeanie! ” said Dumbiedikes — “bow 
is thaf uobbihlc ?— It 'h no possible, wuman^ye hao keud me sae 
lanff.'' • *' 

“At but; Laird/’ said Jeanie, wiUi persevering simplicity, “1 bac 
kend Jiim Linger.” ^ 

“ liaiigei 1— It s no posnible,” exelaiined the poor Laird. “ It caiiua 
be ; ye were born on the land. O Jeanie woman, >e hacna look it 
ye Jiaeiia seen the half o’ the gear." He drew out anoiher drawei— 
“A’ gowd, Jeanie, and tliero’s bauds for siller lent— And the leutai 
book, Jeanie—clcar three huiulcr stcrlin>^— doiljfi wadset, heritable 
band, t>r burden— Ye haena lookii at them, womaU" And llien iii> 
mother’s wardiobe, and my giandiiaother s foiby silk gowns wad 
stand on their ends, their peailin Lico as fine as sjjiders^ webs, and 
rings and cai -lings to the boot of a’ that — they are a’ in the ohamb^i 
ot de.is— Oh, Jeanie, gaiiif up the stair and look at th(‘iu ! ” 

But Jeaiijo held fast hei integiity, though besot with t< m])ta(inns, 
which peih ips the Land of Huuibiedikes did not greatl) err in sup- 
porting were thoto most atfe<*ting to her sex. 

“ It < uiiTia be, Laii d — 1 hare said it- and 1 ennna break my w ord till 
him, if je wad gie me the liaill barony of Dalkeith, and Lugtoii into 
the bill gain.” 

“ Your wold to hiin*[ said the Laird somewluit petlwhly ; “ but wha 
is h(% Jeanie r — ^wlsit k he?— I haena heaid his name jet— Ooine 
now, Jeaiiu*, >e aie butquoenng us— 1 aui no trowing that there u 
sir a aue in tlie waild-jc aio but making fasliiou— What is he? — 
wha is he?" 

“ Just Reuben BuUor, that's sehulemaster atLiberlon/’ said Jeanie. 

“Ueuhen Butler! Jieuben Butler! " echoed the Laiid of Dumbic- 
dikes, pacing the aiiaitmcut iu high disdain,— “ Kcuben Butler, the 
domiiiie at Libel ton— 4 iud a dominie depute too! — Heubeu, the son 
of my cottar!- Very wcel, Jeauie lass, wdfu’ woman will hac her way 
—Reuben Buller ! he Iwsua iu hw pouch the value 0 * the auld black 
coni he weal but it disna aignify." And, as he spoke, he shut 
successively, and with vehemence, tho drawers of his treasury. “ A 
fair offer, Joauio, is nae cause of feud — Ae man may bring a horse to 
the water, but twenty wuinui gar him drink— And as for wasting my 
substaneo on other tolk’s joe.'i-^ '' 

There was something in the last hint that nettled Jeanle's honest 
pride ,— “1 was bogging nano fiae your honour," she said : “least of 
a' on sic a score as ye pit it on — Qudo-monn'ng to ye, sir ; ye Ime 
been ki^d to my father, and ir i‘sna in my heart to think othciwi^c 
than kindly of you." 

So paying, fahe left the room without listening to a faint “But, 
Jeauie-^oanie— stay, woman ! " and traversing tho court-yard with a 
* quick step, ahe sot out on her forward journey, her bosom glowing 
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with that iintural indig:ii«tioa and Bhanie, which an honest mind feels ' 
at having subjected itself to ask a favour, which had ,been unexpect- 
edly reiiised. When out of the Laird’s ground, and once more upon 
the public road, her pace slackened, her anger cooled, and anxious 
anticipations of the consequence of this uiiex])ecled disnj»iu)iiitniont 
began to iufiueno© her with other feelings. Must she then gctnally 
beg her way to London? for such seemed the^altenmfive: or must 
she tura Inujk, and solicit her fatlier for ’ money ; and by doing so lose 
time^’bich was precious, besides tlie risk of encountering his ))osilivo 
proliibilioii respecting her jounicy ? Yet she saw no memum behvoen 
these altcnnitives ; and, while she wiilked slowly on, was still meditat- 
ing whether it were not better to retiu-n. 

While she was thqs in an nneerfainty, she heard the clatter of a 
hoi’8f'’s hoofs, and a well-known voice, calling her name, fcslio looked 
round, and saw adviincing towards her on a pony, whose bare back 
and lidter assorted ill with the night-gnwm, slippers, and laced cocked- 
hat of the rider, a cavalier of no less importance tlinii Lnnihiedikes 
liimself. In the energy of Ins pursuit, ho had overcome oven the 
ITighland obstinacy of Kory Bean, and comncUod that sclf-nilled pal- 
frey to canter the way his rider chose; which Kory, however, per- 
formed with all. the syraptoma of reluctance, turning his head, and 
ai'coinpanying every bound he made in advance with a sidelong 
motion, which tkidichted his extreme Wish to turn round— « mauceuvre 
which nothing but the constant exercise of the Laird’s heel.^ and 
cudgel could possibly Lave counteracted. 

When the Laird came up with Jeanic, the first words he uttered 
were,— “ Jeanie, tJiey say ano shouldna avc take a woman at her lirsi 
word?? ♦ . ^ . 

“Ay, but ye maim take meat mine, Laird,” said ^Jk^uie, looking 
on the ground, and walking on without a pause. — J uSe but ae worn 
to be.'^tow on ouybod}’, and that 's aye a true jme."i||l 

“Then,” said Dumbiedikes, “at least ye suWiia aye lake a man 
at his first word. Ye uiaunna gang this wdlfii’ g;d,c silierlc.^ coAe 
o’t what like. "—He put .a purse into her luimT. “'1 w’tid gic you 
Rory t{*o, but he’s as wilfu’ as yoursell, and he’s ow'cr weel used to 
a-gato that maybe he and I hac ganc ow er aften, and he'll gang iiae 
road else.” 

“ But, Laird,” said Jeanie, “ though I ken my fatlim' will satisfy 
every penny of this BiUer, whafbver there's (ft, yet I wadna like to 
bonw it frae ane l^iat maybe thinks of something mair, than the 
paying o't back again.” # . 

** There ’s just twenty-five guineas b’t,” said Duffibiedikes, with a 
gentle sigh, “ and ’Whether your father pays or disna pay, J make ye , 
free till't, without another word. Gang where ye like— do what ye 
like— and marry a’ the Butlers in the country, gm ye like- And sae, 
gude-moriiing to you, Jeanio.” . * „ 

“And Goal bless you, Laird, wi’ mony a gude^moming, said 
Jeanie, her heart more softened by the unwonted generosity tif this 
uncouUi character, than perhaps Butler might have approved, had he 
known her feelings at that moment; “and comfolLand the Lorff^i 
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peace, and the peace of the world, be Tdth you, if we &uld never meet < 
a^rain!" 

Dumbiodikes lamed and waved bis band ; and bh pony, much more 
willing to return than he liad been to Bet out, hurrieu him homewards 
so fast, tliat, wanting the aid of a regular bridle, as well os of Boddlo 
nnd stirrups, be was too much pushed to keep his seat to perniit of . 
his looking behind, even to Mrc the parting glance of a forlorn swain. 

I am ashamed to say/ihat the sight m a lover, run away with iL night- 
go^vn and slippers and a loMSOd hat, by a bare-backed Highland pony, 
had something in it of a sedative, even to a grateful and deemed 
hurst of affectionate esteem. Tim ffgurc of Dumbiedikes was too 
indicious not to confirm Joanie in tlm original Bentimenta ^lo entcr- 
tainod towards him. 

" He's a gude <renturc,’' said she, “and a kind--it'a a pity ho has 
4.10 willyurd a powny." And she immediately tinped her thoughts to 
t ]}0 iraiiortant jounw which she had commenced, refleetmg with 
pleasure, that, according to her habits of life and of undtTgoiiig 
fatigue, she was now amply or even supei^iiously provided with the 
moans of encountering the expenses of the road, up aiid down tiom 
London, and iiU oUici expenses whatever. 


CHAPTER XXVIT. 

Wh it ftrmwro anil wnjuard tlwmgUls III glirtn 
Cnto a lover's b«a<l) 

“ 0 mwey I ** to n)>fiplf I mod, • 

** il Lmy trhonld bo dt^adl * 

^ WonoBwasTU 

In pm suing h^Bolitary journey, our heioine, soon after passing 
the house of Duumi^ikcs, gained a httlc eminence, from which, on 
loakiug to the eastward down a prattling hiook, whoso meanders 
ucro bhadodwith straggling wiUows and alder trees, she could see 
the cottages of Woodvmd and Reersheha, tlie haunts and habitation of 
her caily life, and could distinguish the common on which she had so 
often hcided sheep, and the recesses of the livulet wheic she had 
pulled ntslios with Butler, to phut crowns and sceptres for her 
Bister Effie, then a. beautiful but bpofied child, of about three years 
old. 'JHio recollection^ which the tecne brought with them wei'e so 
bitter, wiat, had she indulged them, sho would have sate down and 
jpeheved her heart witli loors. 

^ ^ kend," said Jennie, when she gave <an account of Inar 

pilgrimage, “that greeting would debut httlc good, and that it was 
mail* beseeming to thank the Lord, that had showed mo kindness and 
countenance by meads of amaii, tliat inony ca'd a Nabal and churl, but 
wim was free of his gados fo mo as ever the fountain was free of the 
Bteeam, And I minded the Seiiptuio about the sin of Israei U 
Meniiah, when flic people murmured, although Moaes 1^ bought 
water fiom the di-y rock thattihe congregation might diifiik and live, 
,Sae, I wad not tifl&i rnyHoU with anottmr look at pair Woodcud, for 
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tlio vory blue reck that caioe out of the ]am 4 icad pat me iit mlud of 
the chanifc of mai'ket dvm Tvith 

In tliis resimied and Clingdan temper she pursued her journey, 
vutil she was bc70ud tins plaea of memueboly reoollectionR) and not 
distant from the villaffe where Buifer dwelt, whieh, with its ol<U 
^ibliioncd church and sleople, rises mom a tm of trees, occupying 
the ridf e of an eminence to the south of £diiibur||[h. At a quarter of 
a milo^s distance k a duiusy' sq.uaire towor. the residence* of the Laird 
of L%^rton, who, in former tunes, with the habits of the predatory 
diivalfy of (Sermany, is said frequently to have annoyed tlic city of 
Kdinbur^h, by intercepting tlie supplies and merchanulse which came 
to the to>vn from the southward. 

This villaa'c, its tower, and its church, did not lie preciselv in 
doanie's road towards England ; but they were not much aside from 
it^ fiud the yills^Q was the abode of Butler. Site had ro&olved to sec 
him in the beginnmg of her Journey, because she conedved liim the 
most pro]>er pci*son to write to her father oowermnff bor rcHolution 
and her hopes. There was probably another reason latent in bor 
affectitinate bosom. Slic wished onoo more to see the olucct pf so 
early and so sincere an attachment, before commencing a pnnrimage, 
the perils of which she did not disuse fl'om hcrsell^ alfiliougli she did 
not allow thenu^o to press upon her mind fa to diminish the strength 
and energy of her resolution. A visit to a lover ft'om a young 
jierson in a higher rank of life than Jeanic's, would have had som<^ 
thing forward and improper in its clinracter. But tlie eiinplicity of 
lier rural habits was unacquainted with these punctilious ideas of 
decorum, and no notion, therefore, of impropriety crossed her imagi 
nation, da* sotting out upon a long jommey, she went to bid adieu to 
an early friend. 

There was still another motive that pressed upon her mind wdtJx 
additional force as sbo apiwoached the village. Khc had looked 
aiixiouftly for Butler in the court-house, ana liad expected that 
certainly, in some part of that eventful day, he would have apnearod 
to bring Euicli oountenauco and support aa he could give to bis old 
.friend, and the protector of his youth, even if her own claims were 
.laid aside. She miew, indeed, that he was under a certain degTce of 
rcsti-oint ; but she still had honed that he would’have found iheans to 
emancipate liimself from it, at least for one day. In short, the wild 
and wayward thoughts which Wordsworth luvs described os rising in 
an absent lover’s imagination, suggested, as tika only explanation of 
his absence, that Butler must be ve^r ill. And so much had tins 
wrought on her im^ination, that when she approached the cottage 
where her lover occupied a small apartpent, and which had been 
pointed out to her by a maiden wiwi a milk-pail on her head, she 
trembled at anticipating the answer she might receive on inquiring 
for him. 

Her feauB in this case had, indeed, only hit upon tho tmtli. Butler, 

* whose constitution was naturally feeble, did not soon recover the 
fatigne of body and distress of nund which he had suffered, in con- 
sequence of the tragical events with which our natrative commenced* 
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'Ibo painful idea that liis cliaractcr was bveatliod on hy biwpicion, woa 
nil fi^^ffiavation to Iiis (liHtrofls. 

But the m(wt cruel addition was tUc ahaolutc prohibition laid by the 
maffi'^tratea oii bid bolding o<ny communication with l>eana or his 
family. It bad unfortunately nppeiu'cd likely to them, that some 
lutciconrhc mi^ybt be again attempted with that family by Bohertson, 
throui^b the medium of Butlor, and this they were anxfms to 
inteicr pt, or -prevent if possible. The measure was not meant as a 
har-li or iiijmioiib Hcvcnty on the part of the maiJiwtrates; bjst, in 
Butl<*i’4 aicmnstanccs. it pressed cruelly hard, lie felt he must be 
snHf ‘1 III f iindei: the bad opinion of tbe person who was dearest to him, 
fiom <u imputation of uukuid desertion, the most alien to bis nature. 

Tld') p linful thought, pressing on a frame already injured, brought 
on a su<‘eesbion of slow and lingering feverish attacks, which greatly 
impaiK'd las health, and at length rendered him incapable even of tbe 
seiUMilury duties of the beUooJ, on which his bread dopeiuled. Fortu- 
nately, old Mr Whaekbaini, who was the principal teacbor of the 
little paiochial <*stabli8lmient, was sincerely utla,cli(‘d to Buth-r. 
IhMiles Hut he was sensible of bis merits niid value ns an absistant, 
'which hnd in c*itly raised the credit of his little school, the anneul 
pt'dacoauv , w'ho had himsoU* been toh rably educated, retained some 
taste for clas*iical lore, and would gladly relax, afU-r tjie drudgery of 
the school ’ll as o\cr, by conning^ over a lew pages of Jloiace or 
Juvenal >fith hi^ usher A similarity of taste begot khidnoss, and nc- 
cordingly he ,aw Butler’s increasing debility with great compassion, 
roused up his own energies to teaching the school in the m(»rning 
liourii, ioM^ted upon his ashisfani’s repowng himself at that period, 
and, beJ ks, supjilied him with such comfoi ts as the pnticnt’b ntuation 
i(‘(niiiccl, and liw own means wore inadequate to oonipaso 

»S'n-h was Butler’s situation, scarce able to dragbinwelf to the place 
where his daily diudwry must gain his daily bread, and racked with 
a tliousaud fearful uifticipations concerniuff tliefateof those wlio were 
dearest to him iu the ivorld, when the trial And condemnation of Effie 
Deans put the cop-stone upon his mental misery. 

lie had h jinrticular account of these events from a fellow-student . 
who icsided in tlic same village, and who, hiwiug been present on the 
raeJanehWy occasion, was able to place it iu all its agony of horrora 
before his excruciated imagination. /Fliat sleep bhould ha^o visited 
lii'j e) es after such a cni fow-iioto, was impassible. A thousand dread- 
. fel visions haunted Ins iniadnntion all night, and in the morning he 
||nuw<bked from a feyeiish slumber, by the only circumstance whidi 
Rnlm have added to his distress, — ^thc vi«it of on iptrusive ass. 

'^This unwelcome visitant w'as no other than Bartolino Saddletree. 
The worthy and sapient burghc^r Inui kepi his appointment at Mac- 
Croskic’s, with Pliftndaraos and aomo other nelghhoura, to discosa 
tile Duke of Arg}le’fl speech, the justico of Effie Dcaus* oondeia- 
nntion^ and the improbahiKtT of her obtaining a reprieve, •This sage 
eonclove disputed high and drank deep, and on the next morning 
Bartolinc felt, as lie expressed it^ as if liia head was like a confused 
pm ess of writs.” 

sjro.bi^ng liita reflective powers to their usual serenity, Saddletree 
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ro^olypOi Id take a inorniufi’H ride upon a certain hacbioy, wbieh bo, 
Pluniilimaiw and anolbor aojicRt qbopkeeper, combined to maintain by 
joint subscription, for occasional jaunts for tlie pm pose of bu^incss or 
exercise. As Waddletreo Invd two children boui (led with Wliaekb.nru, 
and was, os we have seen, rather fond of Buller’g wicicty, he turned 
bis jnillrey's bend towards Liberton, and came, as we have already ^aid, 
to ffivogLhe unfortunate usher that additional vexation, of whicli Imo- 
ft’cne complains so feelingly, when she says, 

• •* l*m apilphtctl will! ti fooU. 

Bprlglitod Olid aii^ei d wurne/* 

If anvihin^ could have added gall to bittornCRS, it<wa<» the choice 
which dub tree made of a subject for his prosing liaraugiios. beinp 
the trial of Kffie Deaiih. and the nrobabilily of her being oxeculod. 
Ev(‘ 17 word loll on Butler’s car like the knell of u doath^cdl, or the 
nole of a sciccch-owl 

Jennie paused at the door of her lover'« bumble abode upon bearing 
the louvl ttiiil pompous toiRSs <if Saddletree sounding fiom the inner 
i«}Kn tnient. “ (Credit nic, it will be w, Mr Butler. BrHiuU cannot save 
hcj . She fiiQUii gang down the Bow wi* the lad in tho pioted coat^ 
at licr heels. -JL am aoiTy for the lassie, but the law, sir, maun hac its 

vDmM> — 

• • ‘VlvatUex, 

Cuiiat L(Xi' « 

as tlie poet lias it, in wliilk of Horace’s odes I know not.” 

JJoio Butler loaned, in niter impatience of the brutality and 
irtnoranco which BartoKne had contrived to araalgam.ite into one 
sentence. But Baddletreo, like other prosers, was blessed with a 
luippy obtu‘-(‘uess of perception concerninjr the unfa voui ableiinnression 
winch be Hometimes made on lus auditors. He proceeded to dial 
forth his scraps of legal knowledge without mercy, and concluded by 
asking Butler, with great selF-complaconcy, "'^Ayasitna a pity my 
lather didna send mo to tJtrecht? llavciia I missed tlic chance to 
turn out as clarminws an tetm as auld Gi unwiggiu himsoll ? - What 
for dinna yo speak, Mr Butler? Wad 1 no hae been a darisswm 
idus f man.” 

" I really do not underwtand you, Mr Saddletree,” said Butler, thus 
pushed Imrd for an answer. ,llis faint and exhau^ted tone of >oice 
was instantly drowned in the sonorous bray of Bartoline. 

“No understand me, niau?-^/c<w is liatin for a Jawer, is it 
not?” .. ^ 

“ Not that ever j heard of,” answered Butler, in the same dejected 
tone. 

“ The •deil 3 *e didnal— See, man, I got the word but this mornmy 
out of a mmnorial of Mr Crosarayloofs — see, tlicre it is, ictus clarissu 
mfis et •peril- peTitissimm^ii% a’ Batin, for it’s printed in the 
Italian types,” , ^ . 

“ 0, you mean is an abbreviation for 

con^ulhisJ* 

X The eiiQcntioiieJF, lu Uvoiy uf black or flftik grey ana sUver, likened by low wit to a 
nuiflpia . « . 
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“Diiiun tell me, man,” persevered Saddletree, ‘Hheve ’s rtac nb- 
breviates except in adjudications; and tliib ib a' about a bcrvitude w 
■watoT-drap— .that is to say, iiUkidinn'^ (ma;rbc ye’ll say that’s no 
Latin neitlier), in Mary Km^s Close in the Higfli Street/^ 

“ Very lihely,” said poor IButlcr, overwhelmed by the noisy perse- 
veranook of Ids visi ter. “ I am not able to dispute with j on.” 

“ Few folt are— few folk are. Mr Butler, Uiouffh I say /jt, that 
shonldna say it,” rotuniod Bartolme, with great delight. “ i>fow it 
will be twa hours yet or yc wanted in the schule, and as ye arc no 
wcrl. I'll sit wi’ you to divci*t ye, and explain t’ye the nature of a 
tilliddifin. Ye mauti ken, the petitioner, Mrs Crombio, a very decent 
woman, is a ffiend of mine, and 1 hae hti^de her friend in this cose, 
and brougdit her wi’ credit into the Court, and I doubtna that in due 
time she will win out o’t wi* credit, win bhe or lose she. Yc sec, being 
an inferior tenement or laigh house, we grant ourselves to be burdened 
wi’ the iUUddfy that is, that wo are olmgated to receive tlie natuial 
water-drap of the superior tenement, sac far as the same fa’s fi'ne llie 
heavens, or the roof of our neighbour’s house, and from thence l>y tlio 
gutters or eaves upon our laigh tenement. But tlie other night comes 
a Xlighlaiid quean of a lass, and she flashes, God kens what, out at 
the eastmost window of Mrs MacPhail’s house, tliatjp the superior 
tenement. I believe the auld women wad hoe agreed, for Luckic 
MaePhail sent down the loss to fell my friend Mrs Ordlnbie that she 
iiad made the gardyloo out of the wrong window, out of respect for 
twa liighlandmcn that were speaking Gaelic in the close bedow the 
right one. But luckily for Mrs uronjtbie, I just chanced to come in in 
time to break aif the communing, for it 's a pity the point suldna be 
tried. We luul Mrs MaePhail into the Ten-Mark Court— The IlieLind 
limmer of a lass wanted to swear herself free -but liaiul ye there, 
says I ” 

The detailed account of this important suit might have lasted un- 
til poor Butler's hour of rest was completely exhausted, had not 
Saddlclroe been interniptcd by the noise of voices at the dooi-. The 
woman of the house where Butler lodged, on returning uith her 
pitcher from the well, whence she had been fetching water for the 
family, found our heroine Jeanio Deans standing at tiie door, impji- 
tient of the i)rolix harangue of Saddletree, yet unwilling to cuter un- 
til he should have taken his leave. 

The good woman abridged the period of hesitation by inquiring, 

“ Was ye wanting the guaeman or me, lass ? " 

“I wanted to speaft with Mr Butler, if he's at leisure,” replied * 
Jeanio. 

** Gauff in by then, my woman,” answered the gifilewife ; and open- 
ing the door of a room, she annooneed the additional visiter with, 

" Mr Butler, here 's a lass wants to speak t' ye.” 

The surprise of Butler was extreme, when Jeanie, who seldom stir- 
red half a mile from home, entered his apartment upon this annunci- 
ation. 

^ Good God \ " he said, startiagfrom his chair, while alarm restored 


1 St« m^AUt, probahlrt Mteidtum 
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to his cheek the colour of which aicknesa had deprived it ; ‘‘ some new 
misfortune must have happened t ” 

“ None, Mr Reuben, hut what you must hae heard of but 0, ye 
are lookinff ill yoursell!'*— for the ** hectic of a moment 'Miad not 
c'oncealed from her affectionate eyes the ravagres which lingering 
disease and anxiety of mind had mane in her lover's person. • 

« Na: 1 am well -quite welL" said Butler, with eagerness j if I 
can do aiiything to assist you, Joauie— or youi* father. 

“ Ay, to be sure/' said Saddletree ; “ the family may be oonsulered 
a<) limited to them twa now, just as if Kiiie hacf never been in the 
tuLlzic', puir thing. But, Jeanie lass^ what brings you out to Liber- 
ton sae air in the morning, and your father lying iU in the Luokcu- 
bootlis?” 


‘•1 had a message frae my fafclier to Mr Butler,” said Jeanie, with 
embarrassment; but instauuy feeling ashamed of the hetiou to which 
she had resorted, for her love of and veneration jfor truth was almost 
quaker-like, she eorreeted herself—" That is to say. I wantetl to 
hpeak with Mr Butlet about some business of my father's and puir 
Ettie's.'’ • 

“Ts it law business?” said IWtolino; "because if it be, ye had 
better bvke my opinion on the subject than his.” 

"It is not just law businesfl,” said Jeanie, who saw considerable in- 



about, I '11 dictate to Mr Butler as Mr Orossmyloof ' 

—Get your pen and ink in initialibus, Mr Butler.” 

Jeamc looKcd at Butler, and wrung lier hands with vexation and 
impatience. 

“ 1 believe, Mr Saddletree,” said Butler, who saw the necessity of 
q(*tting lid of him at all events, " that Mr Whac]|baim 'will be bonn'- 
what aflrouted, if you do nf>t hear your boys called uj) to their 
le^^ons.” 

"Indeed, Mr Butler, and that's a'9 true; and I proraibcd to ask a 
half play-day to the scliule. so that the bairns might gangand see the 
aiiging, which canna but have a pleasing effect on their young minds, 
dooing there is no knowing "what tliey may come to themBelves»<-Odd 
so. 1 didna mind yo were here, Jeanie Deans ; but ye maun use jour- 
sell to hear the matter spoken o'.— Keep Jeanie here tflll come back, 
Mr Butler ; I wiima bide ten minutes.'^ 

And with this unwelcome assurani^ of an immediate return, ho 
relieved them of thevembarrassment of his presoucc. 

• " Reuben,” said J&nie, who saw the necessity of using the interval 
of his absence in discussing what had brought her there, " I am bound 
on a laiig journey — 1 am gaun to Lunnon to ask Efiie's life of the kix^ 
and of the queen.” , 

" Jeanie 1 you are surely not yourself,” answered Butler, in the 
’ 'utmost surprise ; you go to London — address the king and 
queen!” 

"Andwhat for no, Reuben? "said Jeanie^ 'with oil the composed 
simplicity of her character \ " it 's hut speakmg to a mortal v^n ,and 
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woman when a’ is den®. And their hearts maun he made flph i 
and blood like other fdik% and Effie’s story wad melt them wwc they 
Htanc. Forby, I hao heard that they are no sic bad folk as whnfc the 
Jacobites ca’*them/f 

Yes, Jeanic," said Butler ; ^ ljut their luagnific^ce^their retinue . 
—the difficulty of g-ettina’ audience ? 

I have thoug’ht of a* that, Eeuben, and it Ahall not break my 
spirit. Nae doubt them claitha will bo very ^and, wi’ their erowns 
oil their heads and their sceptres in their hands, like the great King 
, Ahasucjns when he sate upon his royal throne fornont the gate of bis 
honse^as wo iwe told in Scripture. * But X have that within me that 
will keep my heart ^om failing, and I am amaist sure tiiat XwSft .be 
strengthened to speak the errand I came for.” ^ - 

“Alas! alas!” said Butler, “the kings notvadays do not ^t m 
the gate to adraimster justice, as in patriarchal times. I kimw as 
little of courts as you do, Jeanie, by expinieuce; but by reading and 
report I know, that the Ring of Britain docis^vety thing by means of 
his ministers.” * ^ 

“ And if they be upright, God-fearing ministers,” said Jeaiiie,*‘it^s 
sac mucklc the better chance for Effio and me.” 

“ But yon do not even understand tlie most ordinaiy words relating 
to a court,” said Butler; “by the ministry is meant not clergymen, 
but the king's official servimts.^' ^ 

“Nae doubt” returned Jeanie, “he maun hao a groat number 
nniir, 1 daur to say, than the duchess has at Palkeith, and great folk's 
servants are aye rnair saucy than themselves. -But I 'll lie decently 
put on, and I'll offer them a trifle o' siller, as if I came to' see the 
jmlactj. Or, if they scruple that, I'll tell them I'm come on a 
liiisiiioss of life aiul deaib, and then they will surely bring me to 
speech of the king and queen ? ” 

Butler shook ms head. “ 0 Jeanie, this is entWy a wild dream. 
You can never see them but through some great Iota's intercession, 
and 1 think it is scarce posaiWe even then.” 

“ Weel, but maybe I can get that too,” said Jeabie, with a little 
helping from you.” 

“From me, Jeanie I this is the wildest imagination of all.” 

“Ay, hut it is not, Reuben. Havena I iicard you say, that your ^ 
grandfather (that my father never likes to hear al)out)d]a some gude 
langsyno to tlio forbear of tliis MacOallummore, when he was Lord of 
Lorn?” 

“He did so,” said Butler,* eagerly, “and I can prov^'it.— I will 
ivrite to the Duke of Argyle— r^ort speaks him a good kindly man, is 
;^oj|h© is known fbr a brave soldier and true patriot — will eoiyure’ 
stand between your sister and this cru^ fate. There is but a 
ipfer chance of success, but we will try all means.” . 

. “‘We wmt try aU means,” replied Jeanie ; “ but writing winna do 
rtt^^aaletter cauna look, and pray, and beg, and beseech, as the human 
voice can do to the liunian heart. A letter 's like the music that the'^ 
ladies liave for their spiuets^naething but bladk scores, compared to 
toc^layed or sung. It's word of mouth maun do' it, or 
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’ ‘•Toil are said Reuben, recollecting^ hisfirmne^B, “and I 

will hope that llearcn has sug^fcsted to ytiur kind; hew't and fimi 
courofjc the only possible mean^ of saving the life of tliis iinfor- 
tiinafce girl. But, jeanie, you must not take this most peiiloufl 
journey alone ; 1 have an interest i^you, and X will not agree that 
iny Jeanie throws herself away. You roust even^ in the Aresent 
circiiinatancos, give roe a hhsband^s right to protect you, and I will 
go witff you myself on this journey, ana assist you to do your duty by 
your family.” ^ . 

“Alas Reuben 1” said Jeanio in hertam* ^‘this must not Iw?; a 
pardon wi|l hot gio my sister her fair fame again, or make roe a bride 
mting f(^r an honest man and an usfu* ministe^r. Wha wad mind what 
he said ih the pulpit that had to wife the sister of a woman that was 
eondomned T6r sic wickedness 1 " 

“But, Jjoanie” pleaded her lover, “I do not believe, and I cannot 
believe, that Eroe has done tliis deed.” * . 

“I’leaven bless ye for saying sae, Reuben/' answered Jeanie; “but 
ah<i maun boar the blame o't after aU.” 

“ But the blame, were it even justly laid on her, docs not fall on 
you.” ' 

“ Ah, Reuben, Reuben/* replied the young woman, “ye ken it is a 
blot tliat spreiwls to kith and kin. — ^lchab6(^as my poor father says 
—the gloiy is departed from our house ; for the poorest man’s house 
has a glory, where there lare true hands* hipiviue heart, and an honest 
fame—Atul the last haa gone frae us a*.^ 

“ But, Jponle, consider yoijr word and plighted faith to me; and 
would you undertake suf!]^#jouVney without a man to protect you?*— 
and wdio should tluit prbtector be but your husband ? ” 

“ Yon are Icind aM good, Reul^n, ei^ ^ke me wi’ a’ my 
shame 1 doubtna. ^ But yc oanna this is no time to 

marry or be given in marriage. Ka,^ igiMHil ^ ever be, it maim be 
in another and a better season. — ^Anjfi|H|^Seubcn, yc speak of 
protecting mo on my journey--Ala^:j[flTO^^wfil protect and take 
care of you? — your very limbs treD^b with standing for ten 
minutes on the floor j how could you uhdertake a journey as far as 
’^Lumion?”' ' ^ 

“But i am strong— I am weli/*: eohtintied Butler, sinking in his 
scat totally exhausted, “ at least JehaU bo quite well to-morrow.” 

“Ye see, and ye ken, ye maun lost let me depart,” said Jeanie, 
j^ter a pause; and tlien t^iig, nis extended hand, and gaeing 
kindly in his free, she add^, “It b c2en a grief the mair to me to 
see yoii in this way,| But maun keep up your heart for Jeanie’s 
sake, for if she isna your wife, she will never be the wife of living 
man. And now gie roe the paper for MaoOalluromore, and bid Goa 
speed mo on roy way.” 

There was sometning of romance in Jeanie’s venturous resolution; 
vet, on consideration, as it seemed impossible to alter it by persuasion, 

' w to give her assistance but by advice, Bufter, after some farther 
debate, put interher liands the paper, she desired, whicli, with the 
* raustcr-Tcdl in wMeh it was folded up, were the sole memorials of the 
staut and enthimstic Bible ButleVji his grandfather. While, Butler 
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soufflit this document, tTonnic had tiino to take up liis pocket Bible. 

" I nave marked a sciipturc slie said, as she affniu laid it down, 
**with your kyloWnc pen, that will be uscftil to us baith. And ye 
maan tak the trouble, it cubeii, to write a' Uiis to my father, for, God 
help me, I have neither hood nor hand for lauff letters at ony time, 
forby now; and I trufat him entirely to you, and I trust you will soon 
be ivermitted to see litm. And. Bonbon, when ye do win to th^spocch 
o’ him, mind a* the auld man s bits o’ way«<, for Jeanio’s sake; and 
dtnua speak o’ Latin or Jjhiprlislt terms to him, for he 's o’ the auld 
warld, and dowuA bide to bo fashed wi’ Ihem, thougli 1 daresay he 
may be wraiiff. And dinna ye say muokle to him, but act him on 
speakiuff himsell, for he’ll brin/? himsell xnair comfort that way. 
And O. lleuben, the poor hissic in yon dungeon !-4>ul l.ncodua bid 
your kind heart --gie her what comfort ye eon os soon as they will let 
yc sec her— tell her— But 1 maunna speak mair about her, for 1 
xnauntia take leave o’ ye wi’ the tcai* iu xny eo, for that wadua be 
canny.— God bless ye, Iceuben ! ” 

To avoid so ill an omen she left the room hastily, wliile her features 
yet retained the mournful and atTectionatc smile which she had com- 
pelled them to wear, iu order to support Butler’s spii-iis. 

It seemed as if the power of sight, of speech, and of reflection, had 
leflb him as she disappeared from the room, which «<he had entered 
and retired from so like an apparition. Saddletree, who entered im- 
mediately iiftorwards, o\crwuelmc«l him with questions^ whicli he 
nuswered without understanding them, and with legal disquiMlions, 
which conveyed to him no iota of leaning. At length the learned 
burgess recollected that tlieie “was a Baron Court to be held at Loon- 
hciiU that day, and though it was hardly wortJi while, ‘*he might os 
weel go to see if there was onj thing doing, us he was acquainted with 
tlie barou-bailie, who was a decent man, and would be glad of a word 
of legal advice,” ^ 

So soon as he departed, Butler flew to the Bible, the Inst book 
which Jeanie hud touchi^l. To his extreme surprise, a paper, con- 
taininff two or three pieces of gold, dropped from the book. With a 
black-lead pencil she had marked the sixteenth and twcuty-flfbh verses 
of the thirty-seventh rbalm,— “ A little tJiat a righteous man hath, is 
better than the riches of the wicked.”—"! have been young, and am 
now old, yet liavc I not seen the a'jghteous forsaken, nor hib seed 
begging their bread.” 

Ileejny imprcbsed wiUi the affectionate delicacy whicb shrouded its 
own generosity under the covwr of a providential supply to his wants, 
ho pressed the gold to his lips with moi*e ardour ihan ever the metal 
was m’ectcd with by a miser. To emulate hei* devout firmness and 
coufiaeuco seemed now Uie pitch of his ambition, and lus fir«.t task was 
tp write an aoooiint to David likens of his daughter’s resolution and 
^journey southward. He studied evciy sentiment, and oven every 
nphraso, whicli he thi^ht could reconcile the old man to her extraor- , 
I dinary resolution* The effect which this epistle produced will be liere- 
p^fter adverted to. Butler committed it to the charge of an honcbt 
mr> who had frequent dealinga with Deans in the ^e of his dairy 
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CIIAPTEK'XXVIIL 

f 

My native landf good nlffbil 

LobpBxiov. 

In (lie present dny, journey from Edinbur^fli to London is a 
matter nt once safe, brief^ and simple, however inexnerieneed or un- 
protected Uic traveller. Numerous coaches of different rates of 
eba^e, and as many packets, arc penietually passing aud repasBinn^ 
bctv&t the enpitid of Britain and her nortneni sister, so that the 
most timid Or indolent may execute aucli a journey upon a few hours’ 
notice. But it was different in 1737. So slig^ht and inlVequent wa4 
tlie intercourse betwixt London and Edinburgh, tliat men still alivo 
remember that upon one occasion the mail from the former city 
jirriv^d iit tlic General Pobfc-Offico in {Scotland with only one letter 
in it.^ The usual mode of travoliing was by means of post-horses, 
the traveller occupying one, aud his guide another, in which manner, 
hy relays of lioiies from stage to stage, tbo journey might be acconi- 
niyicd in a wondcrftdly short time by those who could endure fatigue. 
To have the bones shaken to pieces by a constant change of those 
hacks was a luxury for the ricn— the poor were under tho necessity 
of using the mode of conveyance with which nature hod provided 
them. 

With a strong heart, and a frame patient of fatigue, Jeanie Deaus, 
tnivcUiug at the rate of twenty miles a-day, and sometimes farther, 
traversed the bout hem part of Scotland, aud advanced as far as 
Durham. • 

Hitheito she had been cither among her own country-folk, or those 
to whom her bare feet and tartan screen were objects too familiar to 
attract much .attention. But as she advanced, she perceived that 
^both cireumstances exposed her to sarcasm and taunts, which she 
might otherwise have escaped; and although in her heart she thought 
it unkind, and inhospitable, -to sneer at a passing stranger on account 
of the iabhion of her attire, yet she had tlio good sense to altor those 
])tu‘ts of her dress which attracted ill-natured observatiou. Her 
checqued screen was deposited carefully in her bundle, and slie con- 
formed to the natioxml extravagance orwearing shoes and stocking 
for the whole day.» She confeSbcd afterwards, that, ‘^besidoathe 
waslrifo, it was lang or she could walk sao comfortably widi the shoes 
ns without lihem ; but there ■was often a bit saft heather by the road* 
bide, and tliat helped her wool on." The Avant of the screen, which 

, , 1 By flint of asfflduotu rescaixhl «ia ennblofl to corUorato the reader, that the namo of 
h)i8 perRon eras Saunilors Broadioot, and thatliadciatiji tfie wholesome cominodlty oaUed 
klin-milk butter-milk).— J. C. 

- The ti8 cutaln. The vplsUe was addressed to tlie pilncipal director of 
Uiltiah Uhtu CoiupAiq*, 
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drawn over tlie like a veil, fihe suppled by a ho^grace as 
she called it ; a large straw bonnet, like those worn by the tinglish 
maidons when laboaring in tJie.^elds. “But I thought imco ahamo 
o* mysell,” she said, “ the first tinae I put on a married woman’s bon- 
gracC) and me n single maiden.^ i 

Witli these changes she had little, & she said, to make “her keii- 
speclde when she djdna #ipeak,” |)ut her accent and language drew 
down on her bo inapy ^'esta and gibes, condicd in a w^orse faiois by 
far ^an her own, that she soon found it waa her interest to talk ns 
Httle and as seldom as possible. She answered, therefore, civil salu - 
tations of chance passengers with a civil curtsy, and chose, with 
anxious cii’cumspeetion, such places of repose as looked at oiice most 
docent and sef^^uestered. She found the. common people of England, 
although inferior in courtesy to strangers, such as was then practised 
in her own more unfrequented country, yet, upon the whohs by no 
means deficient in tlie real duties of hospitality. Bhe readily obtamctl 
food, and shelter, and protection at a very mooefate rate, which some- 
times the generosity of mine host altogether dedined, witli a blunt. 
apology,“*-“ Thee bast along way afore thee, lass j andl’se ne'er take 
penny out o' a single W'oman's purse j it's the best friend tliou can 
nave on the I’oad.” 


It often happened, too, that mine hostess was struck with “ the tidy, 
nice Scotch body,” and procured her an escort, or a <Sist in a waggon,’ 
for some part of the 'way, or gave her a useful advice and recommend- 
ation respecting her resting-places. 

At Yonc our pilmm stopped for tlie best part of a day. parlly io 
recruit her strength,— -partly because she baa the good luck to obtain 
a lodging in an inn kept by a countrywoman, — partly to indite two 
letters to Iier father ana Ecuben Butler ; an operation of some little 
difficulty, her habits being by no moans those of literary composition. 
That to her father ^vas in tho following words : 


“DBAHEsr Father, 

"I make myqireBcnt pilgrimago more heavy and burdensome 
through the sad occasion to reflect that it 5s without yoim knowledge, 
which, God knows* was far contranr to my heart : tor Scripture says," 
that * the vow- of the daughter Bhould not he binding without the con- ^ 
sent of the father/ wherein it may I have been guilty to tak this 
wearie journey without your consent Nevertheless, it was borne in 
jipon 'iny niind that I should bo, an instmment to help my poor siutcr 
m this iteemity ofneedeessity, otherwise IWjod uoL for wealth or for 
world's gear,.or for ihe hoiU lands of Ba'keith oi^ Lugton. have done J 
the like o* this^ without your free will and knbwlcage. 0, dear fat her, 
as ye wad desire a Wessin^ on my journey, and upon younhouBchold, 
speak a word or write ahue of eowM; to yon poor prisoner. E* she 
has sinned, she has sorrowed and suffored, and vekenbottefthanme, 
that )YX maun forgie others, as we pray to be rorgien. Desir father, 
forgive my saying this muekle, for jt dotli not become a 3 "oung head to^ 
instiuct hairs.j but I am sae far frae ye, that my heart yearns to 
ye o', and tain; wad I hear that ye had forgien her trespass, and sac; 1 
nac^donbt say mair than may become me, JH'he folk here are civil, 
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^ and, like the barbariaiw unto the holy apostle, hae, shown me mudi 
' kindness ; and there am a sort of chosen people in 'the land, for they 
hac some kirks without organs that are like ours, and are called 
meeting-houses, where the minister preaches without a gown. But 
moat of the country are prelatists, while is awfh’ to think ; and I saw 
twa men tliat were ministers following hunds, as bauld as Eqslin or 
Drideii, the young Liiird , of Lou^the-dike, or ony wild gallant in 
Lotliiai. A Bon-owfu’ sight to Iwold I 0, dear father, may a bless- 
ing be with your dowUrlying and up-rising, and remember in your 
prayers your affectionate daughter to command, , 

^‘JjSAJV DiiJANs/' 

A postscript hore, ‘‘I learned from a decent woman, a grazier's 
widow, tliat they Ime a cure for the muir-ill in Ciimberlaiul, whilk is 
ane pint, as they ca't, of yill, whilk is a dribble in compaiison of our 

g awsic Scots pint, and hardly a mutchkin, boil'd wi' sope and harts- 
om (Iraps, and loomed doun the creature's throat wi' ane whom. 
Ye might try it on the bauson-ftMje<l year-auld quey ; an it does nae 
gude, It can do nae ill— She was a kind woman, and seemed skeely 
about horned beasts. When I reach Lunnon, I intend to gang to our 
cousin Mrs Glass, the tobacconist, at the sign o* the Thistle, mm is so 
coevil as to send you down your splcuchan-fu’ mies a-yoar ; and sum she 
must he m'cU Igjnd in Lunnon, I doubt dot oivsijy to find out where 
she lives." 

Being seduced into betraying om* heroine's confidence tlius far, w^e 
will strcfcli our communication a btqi beyond, and impart to the reader 
her letter to her lover.- 

“Mu Beoden Butler, 

“Honing this will find you better, this comes to say, that I have 
reaclica this great town safe, and am not w’^oaried with walking, but 
the better for it. And I have seen many things wrhich I trust to tell 
you one day, al.so the muclde kirk of this place ; and all around the 
city are mills, whillr havena muckle wheels nor mill-dams, but gang by 
>Jhe wind — strange to behold. Ane miller asked me to gang in and 
{ see it w’ork, but I wad not, for I am not come to the soiitli to make 
acquai ntfince with strangers. 1 keep the straight road, and just beck 
if onybody speaks to me ceevilly; ana answears naebody with the tong 
but women of mine ain s^t. I wish, Mr Butler, 1 kend onything th^ 
wad niakyo weel, for they hae mair medicines in this, town of Yor® 
than wad dure a’ S^tlano, and surely dtoe of them wad be gude fop 
1 your complaintB. It ye Im a kindly motherly body to nurse yc, and ; 
no to let you waste yoursoH wi' reading— -whilk ye read man; than 
enough wf the bairns in the schnle — and to gie ye warm milk in the i 
mornmgi 1 wad be mair easy for. ye. Bear Mr Butler, keep a good 
heart, for we are in the hanos of Ane that kens better what is ^de 
^-..for us than we ken wliat is for.oUrsells. I hae nae doubt to def that 
for which 1 am come— I canna doubt it— I winna think to doubt it— 
because, if I haena full assurance, how shall 1 bear myself with earnest 
entreaties in tho great folk's presence? But to ken that ane’s pUr- 
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pose w rij^hfc, and to make their heart strong, is the way to get through 
the warst day’s darg. The bairns' rime says, the warst blast of tae 
borrowing days^ conldaa kill the throe silly poor hog-lams. And if it 
be God's pleas are, wc that arc siiidcred in sorrow may meet again in 
joy, even on this hither side ofeiordan. I dinna bid ye mind wliat I 
said at our partin’ anont my poor father and that misfortnnate lassie, 
for 1 kbii you will do sac for the sake of Christian charity, whilk«is 
moir than the entreaties of her that is your servant to command, 

“JbanibDi:*ans/' 


This letter also had a postscript. Dear Reuben, If ye think that 
it wad liae been right for me toliave said mair and kinaor things to 
ye, Just think that 1 hae written sao, since X am sure that 1 wi&h a’ 
Uiat is land and right to ye and by ye. Ye will think T am turned 
waster, for I wear clean hose and slioon every day ; but it s the fashion 
here for decent bodies, and ilka land has Jts ain land-law. Ower and 
ahoon a’, if laughing days were e’er to come hack again till us, ye wad 
Ifliigli weel to sec my round face at the far end of a strac hoy ^gr are, 
lhat looks as muckle and round as the iniddell aisle in Libei’ton Kirk. 



writing, as J have aue ill pen,” 


The 


} orthography of these epistles may seem to the Southron to 
a better a])OJogy than the letter expresses, though a bad pen ' 


re- 

wos 

on 


uuirc a better a])oJogy tban tbe letter expresses, ttiougn a baa pen ^ 
the excuse of a certain Galwegian laird forbad spelling; hut, 
behalf of the hcroiuc, 1 would have tliem to know, that, thanks to tho 
care of Butler, Jeani,o Deans wrote and spelled fil'ty rimes l>etter than 
half the women of rank in Scotland at that jpenod, whose strange 
orthography and singular diction form the strongest contrast to the 
good souse which tlieir correspondence usually intimates. 

For the rest, in the tenor of these epistles, Jeonie expressed, per- 
haps, more hopes, a firmer courage, aud better spints, tlmn she 
H^tually fcU. But this was with the amiable idea of relieving her 
■h^r aud lover from apprehensions on her account, which she was 
■HHble must greatly odd to tlieir other troubles. If they thiuk mo 
and like to do weel,” said the poor pilgrim to herself, my 
ilRier will be kinder to Fifne, and Butler wnl be kinder to himself, 
^or T ken weel that they will think mair o’ me tbln I do o’ mysell.” 

Accordingly, Ae sealed her letters carefhlly, and put thorn into the 
post-ofico with her own liand, alter many inquiries concerning the 
time in which they were likdy to readi Bdmburgh. When this duty 
was performed, she readily accepted her landlady’s pressing invitation 


1 TUc Uirce Inat Aaya of Marrh, old^yle, »ro oaJlod tho UcurrowUi? Days ; for na they ' 
remarked to Inj iuiu8uail> stormy, lWga<;d that March had borrowed thorn fivm 
to PxtenA tlio spboro of his rougher away, tlie rliyma on tUe sttljcct Is quoted ts 
i'9 e^iUoa pt the Compkniit of Scotiaad, 


Kan ron 

■P 
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I to dine witli hcr^ njul remain till the next moniingf. The liOfitcstj, as 
we have said, was her countrywoman^ mid tiic eagerness with which 
Scottish people meet, comraunicatCj and, to the extent of their power, 
assist eacli other, allhongli it is often objected to Us as a prejudice and 
narrowness of sentiment, seems, on the contrary, to arise fVora a most 
justifiable and honourable feeling of patriotism, combined with a con- 
viction, which, if undeserved, would long since have been confuted by 
experie%je, that gte habits and prinmples of the nation are a sort of 
guarantee for the character of the individual. At any rate, if the 
extensive inflnencc pf this national partiality be considered as an ad- 
ditional tie, binding man to man, and calling forth the good offices of 
such as can render them to tlie countryman who happens to need 
them, we think it must be found to exceed, as an active and efficient 
motive to generositjr, tliat more impai'tial and wider principle of gene- 
ral benevolence, whidi we have sometimes seen pleaded as an excuse 
for assisting no individual whatever. 

Mrs Biefcerton, lady of the ascendant of tlie Seven Stars, in the 
Castle-gate, York, was deeply infected with the unfortunate prejudices 
of her country. Indeed, she displayed so miiOh kindness to '.Tcanie 
1 )eatis (because she herself, being a Morse woman, marched with 
Mid-Lothian, in whioh ' Jeaiiie was born), showed siicli motherly 
regard to her, and such anxiety for her farther progress^ that Jeanie 
thought herselfdsnfe, though lit tcinpei* siffhciontly cautious, iu com* 
inunfeating her whole story to her. 

Mrs Bickerton riviaed her hands and eyes at the rccilnl, and 
exhibited much wond(h’ and pity. But she also gave some clfcctinil 
good advice. 

She required to know the strength of Jeanie^s purse, reduced by 
her deposit at Liberton, and the necessary expense of her journey, 
to about fifteen pounds. “ This,*^ she said,' ^ would do very well, pro- 
viding she would ciirry it a’ safe to London." 

*‘Safe!" answered Jeanie; ** I'se warrant my carrying it safe, 
Iwiting the needful expenses." 

Ay, but highwaymen, lassie,'^ said Mrs Bickerton ; ‘‘ for yc are 
come into a moi’e civilised, that is to say, a more roguish country 
/than the north, and how ye are to get forward, X do not profess to 
\ know. If ye cpuld waithere eight days, our wdfegons >YOuld go up, 
and I Would recommend you to Joe Broadwhoel, who would sec you 
s^e to the Swan and two Necks. *And dinna sneeze at Joe, if he should 
be for drawing up wi' you" (continued Mrs Bickerton, her acquired 
English mingling with her national or original dialect), “ he’s a handy 
boy, and a wnnter, mA no lad bettor tlibi^ht on the road ; and the 
English make good liusbands enough, witness my poor man, Moses 
Bkkertonj^ is i’ the kirkyard." 

Jeanie Hastened to say, that she could not possibly wait for the 
setting forth of Joe Broadwheel; being, internally by no meadis 
gratiffed with the idea of becoming the object of Iiia attention during 
^he journey. ^ 

^ Aweel, lass," answered the good landlady, ^ then tliou must pickle 
in thine ain poke-nook, and buckle thy girmc tliinc oin gate. But 
take my advice, and hide thy gold in thy stays, and keep a piece or 
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two and Bome silver, in case thou be’fit spoke withal; for there's ac* " 
wild lack haunt witliinji daVs walk from beuce, as on the braes of 
Donne in Perthshil-c, And, lass, thou mauiina gang staring through 
Limnon, asking wha kens Mrs Glass at the sign o’ the Thi’iUe ; 
marry, they would .laugh thee to scorn. But gang thou to this 
honcstciian,’' and sho put a direction into Jeanio s hand, “ ho kens 
maist part of the sponsible Scottish folk in the city, and he will find 
out your friend for tliee.” # / 

Jeatiic took the little introductory letter with sincere thanki<; but, 
something alarmed on the subject of the highway I’obbers, Iter mind 
recurred to wlmt Ratcliffe had mentioned to her, and briefly relating 
the cireuTiLStances which placed a document so extraordinary in her 
hands, she put the paper he had given her into the baud of Mrs 
Bickerton. 

The Lady of the Seven Stai‘s did not, indeed, ring a bell,, hecanso 
such was not Ibo fashion of the time, hulTahe whistled on a silver call, 
which w^as hung by her side, and a tight sorving-rnaiden entered the 
room. 

** 'rell Dick Oi-tler to come here/’ said Biekerton. ■ 

Dick Ostler accordingly made his appeanince ; — n (luocr, know- 
ing, shambliiig anmnd, with a hatchct-hice, a r/iuint, a gaiiie^-ann, and 
a limp. 

Dick Odtlcr,*' said Mrs Biekerton, in a tone (ff authority that 
showed she w'as (at least by adoption) Yorkshire too, thou kin)V,cj-t 
most pcojile and most things o’ the road.” 

‘‘Eye, eye, (Jod lidp me, mistres-V* said Dick shrugeing his 
shoulders betwixt a repentant, and a knowing expression Kyc ! I 
ha* know’d a thing or twa i’ ina day, mistress.” He looked slmrp kiul 
laughed— looked grave and sighed, ivn one wdio was prej)ared to take 
the matter either way. 

“ Kenst thou ihis^wee bit paper amang the rest, man?” .said Mr.s 
Biekerton, handing him Uie protection whicli Ratcliffe had given 
Jennie Deans. 

When Dick had looked at the papm*, he winked with one ('yc, 
extended Ids gi'otesqne mouth fi*om ear to car, like a iiavigahlo caiinl. 
scratclied his head powerfully, and then said, “ Ken !— ay —maybe wo ' 
ken sunimat, an it worena for harm to him, misl)*ess!” 

“ None in the world,” said Mrs Biekerton ; only a dram of 
Hollands to thyself, man, an tlion wilt speak.” 

Why, then,” said Dick, giving the head-hand of his breeches a 
knowing hoist with one liaud, ^uid kicking out one foot beldnd him to 
accommodate the adjustment of tliat important hAiIJiment, I dares to i 
say the pass will be feend weel encugh on the road, an that be all.” 

But what sort of a lad was he?” said Mrs Biekerton, Avinking to 
Jeanie, as proud of her knowing ostler. 

M I ?— Jim the Rat— why he was Cock o’ the North 

within this twelmonth —he and Scotch Wilson, llandic Dandie, as they 
called him— hut he’s been out o' this country a while, as 1 rackon P 
but ony gentleman, os keeps the road o' this side Stamford, will 
respect Jim’s pass.” 

V^ih jut asking farther questions, tlie landlady filled Dick Ostler a 
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bumper of Hollands. He ducked with his head and shoulders, scraped 
with liis more advanced hoot; bolted the alcohol, to u^e the learned 

,, pJirase, and withdrew to lus own domains. 

; 1 'wonid advise thde, Jeanie," said Mrs Bickerton, “ an thou 

mectest with ugly customers o’ the road, to show them this bit paper, 
for it will serve thee, assure thyself.^' ’ 

A neat little supper concluded the evening. 'Tlte exported Scots- 
woman, }3ickcrton by name, cat heartily of one or two seasoned 
dirfhes, drank some sound old ale, and a glass of stiff negus ; wliilo she 
gave Jeaiiio a histoi-y of her gout, admiring how it was possible that 
she, whose fathers and mothers for many generations ffad betm farmers 
in Lanirnermiiir, could have come by a disorder so totally unknown to 
them. fJeanie did not choose to offend her friendly ‘landlady, by 
speaking her mind on the probable origin of this complaint 5 but she 
thought on th{', hesh-pots of ^gypt, and, in spite of all enti-eaties to 
better fare, made her cvenmg meal upon vegetables, with a glass of 
fair water. 

Ml'S Bickerton assured her, that the acceptance of an^’^ reckoning 
was entirely out of tlie question, furnished her with credential toiler 
correspondent in JLondon, and to several inns upon the road where 
she Imd some influence or interest, reminded her of the precautions she 
should adopt fqi* concealing her money, wid as she was t<» depart 
early in the morning, took leave of her very afiectionately, taking her 
word that she would visit her on her return to Scothmd, and tell her 
how bho had managed^ and that simmim bonum for a gossij), “ all 
how and about it.” This Jeanie faithfuUy promised. 


CHAl^TER XXIX. * 

b 

And Xeed and Misery, Vice and Diinger, bind, 

In gad ulKauec, cacli degraded mind. 

As our traveller set out early on the ensuing moniing to prosecute 
Ijcr journey, and was in the act of leaving the inn-yavd, Dick Ostler, 
j^wlio either had risen early or neglected to go to bed, cither circum- 
.:^tance being equally incident to Ins calling, hollowed out aficr her,— 
“ The top of tlie morning to you,*Moggie. Have a care o’ Gunderby 
Hill, young one. Bobhi Hood’s dead and gwone, but there be 
takers yet in the vale of Bever.” Jepiie looked at him as if to 
request a farther explanation, but, with*’a leer, a shuffle, and a shrug, 
^inimitable (unless by Emery), Dick turned again to the raw-boned 
steed which^he was currying, and sung as he employed tlic comb and 
brush,— 

aioMn Hood was a yeoman right good, 

And his how was of trusty yew ; 

And It' Uobin sold stand on the King’s lea-land, 

Tray, why should not we soy so too ? ” 

Jeanic pursued her joumey without faarther inquiry, for there wa» 
.nothing in Deck’s manner that inclined her to prolong th^ir cojd' ?reiioe. 
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A painful day’n jimrucy brought her to FcrrybriilGfe, the bi*-»t inn, 
then And siiu*o, upon Inc great northern road ; and {in introduction 
from Mrs liickerton, added to her oimi .simple and quiet inann(r.s, no 
propitiated the lautllady of the Swtin in her faynir, that t lie good 
dame procured her the convenient accommodation of a pillion cUjA 
post-hoisc tlieji returning to Tuxford, ho that she accomplished, upoti 
itiQ second day aftcip Icaiing YorJ^ the longest jnuruej she hwl yet 
made. Slic was a good deal fatigued hy a mode of travflliiiff to 
■whidi she was loss accustomed than to walking, ami it was coiibidcr- 
ably Jaler than u^nal on the ensuing moining that >bc felt herself 
able to resume kcr pilgrimage. At noon the huudyed-arinod 'I’rent, 
and tlie blackened l uins oi Ncw'ark Castle, demolished^ in the gresit 
civil war, lay before her. It may eatsily be supposed, that Jetmie had 
no curiosity to make antiquarian rcscMirches, but, entering the town, 
went straight to tlie inn to which she had been diroctod at Fern- 
bridge. AVliile she procured some refreshment, she observed the 
girl who brought it to her looked at her several times with fixed and 
peouliivr inlerost, and at lastj to her infinite surprirto, inquired if her 
name was not l)eans, and if she was not a Scotch wonuiii, going to 
London unon justice busiucas, Jeauie, with all lior siirqdieity <»f 
character, bad some of the caution of her country, and, according to 
Scottisli uni\oi*sol custom, she answered the question by another, le- 
quosting the gill would tell her why she usli;ed these .questionb ? 

The Alnritorue.s of the SnraeoifH Head, I'Jewark, lepliod, “Two 
women had passed that morning, who had inudo inquines jiftor one 
Jeanio Deans, travelling to London on such an eri’and, and could 
bcarce be persuaded that hbc bad not passed on/^ 

Much suniriseJ, and riomowhat alarmed (for what is inexplicable 
is usufllly alarming). Jeanio question^ tbe woueh about the par- 
ticular appearance of those two women# but could only Icni n that 
one was aged, and the other young; that the latter was the 
4wr, and that the former »])oke most, and Hcemed to maintain an 
tiptfnorit^^ o\cr her companion, and that both spoke wdth the Scottish 
^cent. 

This conveyed no information whatever, and with an indescribable 
probcntimciit of evil designed towards her, Jeanie adopted the 
resolution of taking post-horses for the next stage. In tins, how- 
ever, she could nut do CTatifiod; some accidental cireulnstanco? 
hod oceasioned what is called a run ’ujiou the road, and tho landlord 
could not accommodate her with a guide and horses. After waiting 
home time, in hone.', that a pair of horsoa that had gone southward 
would letum in time for her use, she at lengtL foefing obhamed at 
her uwi^ puHillanimity, resolved to probccutc hox^oumey in her usual ' 
Eittimer, 

“ It w‘as all plain rood,” aho was assured, ** except a high mountain, 
called (jiimierbyliaL about three mUcs from Grantham, wliich was 
her stage for the night.*' 

** I'm glad to hear tJiere's a hill,’* said Jeanie, “for bailh my sight 
lusd my very feet are weary o’ sic tracts o* level ground— -it looks a* 

, S®*? between this and York as if a’ the land haabeeu trenched and 

levellea, whilk is very wearisome to my Scotch een. When I lost 
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sijflit of a mucklo blue hiJl they ca' Ing-leboro’, 1 thought I hadna a 
fi-iciid left in this &tmn^ land." 

As for the matter of that, young woman/' said mine host, “ an you 
be so fond o’ J^ilL 1 carena an thou couldst cany Gunnerby away with 
thee in thy lap, lor it’s a murder to post-horses. But here's to thy 
journey, and inayst thou win well through it, for thou is a bold and 
a caiuiy lass/' 

So s^hig, he took a powei'ful pull at a solemn tankard of home- 
brewed ale, 

“ I hope there is nae bad company on the road, sir?" said Jeanic. 
"Wh\, '^en it's clean without thorn I'll thatoli Groby pool wi' 

S ancakes. ilut there arena sae inouy now; and since they Inie lost 
hn the Bat, they hold together no better than the men of Maraliam 
when they lost their comnion. Take a drop ere thou goest," he con- 
cluded, onering her tlie tankard; ^^thou wilt get naething at night 
save Gjantliiun gi iiel, nine grots and a gallon of water." 

Jcaiiie courteously declined tlie tankard, and iiiauircd what washer 
“ hwviiig ?'" 

“Thy lawiug? Heaven help thee, wench! what ca'st thou that?" 
“It i.s~ I wa^i wanting to ken what was to pay," replied Jeanie. 

“ I'ay ? Lord help thee J— -why, nought, woman— we line drawn no 
liquor hut a giU o' beer, and the Bamcen's Hcad can spare a mouthful 
o’ meat to a stranger like o’ thee, that cannot speak Christian 
language. So here^s to thee once more. The same again, quoth 
Mark of Bellgravc/* and he took another profound pull at the 
tankard. 

The travellers who have visited Newark more lately, will not fail 
to remember the remarkably civil and gentlemanly inaimcrs of the 
person who now keeps the pvineipsd inn there?, and may find some 
amusement in contrasting them w|||tUo9e of liis more rough prede^ 
cessor. But we believe it will be froid that tl^ polish has worn off 
none of the real w^orth of tlip metal 
Taking leave of her Lincohisliire Gains, Jeanie resumed her 
solitary walk, and w as somewhat alarmed when evening and tw^iliglit 
overtook her in the open ground wMch extends to the foot c»f 
Guimerby Hill, and is intersected with patches of copse and with 
swampy spots. The extensive commons on tlie north road, most of 
whioh are now enclosed, and ii^gcn^ral a relaxed state of police, ex- 
posed the traveller to a highway robbe^ in a degree which is now 
unknown, except iu tlu? immediate viciiiity of the metropolis. Aware 
of ciiHsumstanec, Jeanie wende^her pace when she heard the 
tran^liwof a horje beliiud, audinstmefivoly drew to one side of the 
road* as n to allow as much room for the nder to pass as might be 
jiossiblc. •When tlie anim^emne up, she found'that it was hearing two 
women, the one placed on a Bide-saddfe, the other on a pillion behind 
her, os may still oeoasionnlly be S(?en in England. 

“A braw good-night to ye, Jeanie Deans," said tlic fojomost 
female as the homo passed our heroine ; “ What think ye o' you 
bonny hill yonder, lifting its brow to the moon ? Trow ye yon's the 
gate' to heaVen, tliat ye are sae fain of ?— maybe we will win there the 



226 


TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 


ni^fht yet^ God saia ush, thou^jli onr miniiy here’s rather dre)g*li in the 

“'SWkeptcWL„.her seat in the saddle, and half4toppin^ 
the liorse, ns she nronffht her body round, while the woman that sate 
behind her on tho piUion .seemed to urge her on, in words which 
Jcanii^heurd hut imperfectly. 

" Maud your tonffuc, yo raoon-raised h ! what is your business 

with , or with heaven or hell either? ” ^ { 

** Troth, rnither, no muckle wi' hearen, I doubt, consideriiiff wha I 
"fiarry aliud rae—and as for hcD, it will figfht its ain battle at its ain 
time, I'se be bound.— Come, uaegie, trot awa’ man, an^ thou wert 
a bri)oni3tick, for a witcli rides thee— • 

* Willi my curtdi on my fbot, and my ilmo on my hond, 

1 slnnco like tlio ‘wUdflro through brugh and througb land^^*’ 

The tramp of the horse, and the increasing* distance, drowned the 
rest of her song, but Jeanie heard for some time the inarticulate 
sound.; ring along the waste. 

Our pilgrim remained stupified with undefined apprehensions. The 
being nained by her name in so wild a manner, and in a strange 
country, without farther explanation or communing, by a person who 
thus strangely flitted forward and disappeared before her, came near 
to the supmmatunil sounds in ComuB < 

*'Thc oliy tcmiiciies, wUcUiiyUable men's namoa 
On sarnie, and sborcs, and desert 'wliaernesses." 


And although widely different in features, deportment, and rank, 
from the liudy of that enchanting masque, Uie continuation of tho 
passage may be happily applied to Jeanie Deans upon this singular 
alarm : — 

*' These tbon$:bfB mayi^tlo wall, hut not astound 
The ylr|aou9 mind, that over walks attended 
By a strong siding chamiplou-,>C|gn8cleuoe." 


In fact, it was, with tho recollection of the affectionate and dutiful 
errand on which she was engaged, her right, if such a word could he 
applicable, to expect protection in a task so meritorious. She had not 
advanced much farther, with a mind calmed by these reflections, 
when sluj was disturbed by a new anijj^more instant subject of terror. 
Tw'o men, who had been lurking among some copse, started up as she 
advanced, and met her on the road in a menacing manner. Stand 
, and deliver,'' said one of thorn, p short stout fellow, in a smockrfrock, 
!f such ore worn by wagoners, ' ( 

**Tho woman,” said the other, a tall thin ngtire, "does not 
undewtand the words of action.— Your money, my predous, or your 

“t have but very Httlo money, gentlemen,” said poor Jeanie 
“ 'Bering tliat portion which she nad separated from her pmcipal 
kjlind kept apart for such an emergency ; but if you are resolved 
nave it, to 1)0 sure you must have it.” 

This won’t do, my girl. D— n mo, if it shall pass ! ” said tho 
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the road to bo cheated in this way? We'll have cvei'v iartliing you 
Tlinve got, or wo will Jjtrip you to the skin, ciu\‘>e me," 

' iJis companioi I, who seemed to have something like coinpassiun for 
the horror which ^Ciinie's countenance , now es]>rossed, said, •'* JSu,no, 
Tom, ihin U one of the preciona sisters, and wo'Jl (alee liev wxrd, fur 
once, without putting* her to the stiipping; proof — Hark ye, 
if youil look up to ne»i.ven, and say, ttris is tho last jKinio you have 
about why, hang it, we’ll let you pass." 

** I am not free," answered Jeanie, “to say what 1 have about 


mo. 


gejitlcuK'u, for there’s life and death depends on my journey ; but if 
3 on leave me as much as hnds me broad and w^atef, i'll be aati^died, 
cind tlnuik you, and pray for you." 

1>— !i your prayers ! " said the shorter fellow. that's a cohi that 
Wijn't puiskS with iw;" and at the same time made a motion to seize 
iicr. i 


“ ►"^lay, geLticmeii/' Ratcliile' s pass suddenly occurring to her; 
‘'i)ei‘irMps you know this paper," 

W Ixiit devil is ^ho after now, b'rank?" said the inoro saviige 
1>() you look at it, fur, d — me if I could read it if it were 
for the l>ciicfit of iny clergy." 

“ "J’his is a javk from dim llatelifle," said the tnllci-, having looked 
at the bit of paper. “ The wench uuist pass*by our culler’s law." 

iio, *iswovcd his Companion; “Hat has left the lay, and 
turned bhiodhound, they ^ny." 

“ Wc may need a good turn from him all the same," said the taller 
rulihm again. 

“But what are ’ivu to do then?" said the shorter man— .“We pro- 
mised, you Imow, to strip ilio wencli, and send her begging back to 
her own beggarly country, and now you are for letting lier go on.” 

“I did not say that," "said tho other fellow, and whispered to liw 
companion, who replied, “Bo alive about it then, and ihni't keep 
chattoriug till some traveUers come up to nab liS." 

You uiuat follow U3 off tlie road, young woman," said tho taller. 

“For the love of God! " exclaimed Jeanio, “as you were horn of 
woman, diuna ask ine lo leave .the road 1 rather take all J. have in the 
world.'^ 

“ "What the devil is the wench afraid of? " said the other fellow. “ I 
tell you you Hindi come to no htirm : but if you will not leave the road 
and come with us, d— n me, burl’ll beat your brains -out where you 
stand." 

“Thou art a rough bear, Tom,” said his companion— “An ye 
touch her, I’ll gTve^o a shake by tho t*ollftr shall make iJiO Loicoster 

beans rattle in thfguts -Nevermind him, girl; 1 will not idlow 

him U> la^ a fmger on you, if you walk fuiietJy on v/ith ua; but if 
you keep jabbering there, d~n me, but I’ll leave him lo settle it with 
yon " 

This threat conveyed all that is terrible to the imagination of poor 
Jeanie, who raw in him that “was of milder mood” her onlj pro- 
tect ion from tlie most hrutal treatment. She, therefore, not only 
followed him, but even held him hy the sleeve, Jefit he sJiould escape 
from her ; and the fellow, banlcntd as he was, seemed something 

i. • * 



fjtxm oif Ur x.Ain)LOBo. 


touolusd by 11)4^se marks of coufiUeiute, and r«]^oatodly ab&urcd her 
that ho Avould suffer her to rdooivo no harm. 

They conduetod their prisoner in a directioailoadinsfluore and more 
from the public rood, but she observed that they kept a sort of track or 
%-path, Wilful relieved her frot 
we been greatly increased liail they not eeemed to ioUovr a deter- 
mined and ascertained route. After about liaU-au-hour*s walking, 
all Uiree in profound oxlenoo, they approadicd an old barn^, u hicli 
gtood on the edge of some cultivated ground, but remote from evcr>- 
thiiig like a hamtation. It was iteeli, liowever, tenanted^ for there 
was light in the windows. 

One of the footpads scratebed at the door» which was opened by a 
fbmale, and the{ mitered with their unhap))y prisoner. An old woniHU, 
who was preparing food bv Die assistance of a stifling hre of lighted 
charcoal, asked tlmm, in the name of tlic devil, what they brought (he 
wench there foi*, and why they did not strip her and turn her abroad 
on Die oommou?^* 

“Come, como. Mother Blood,” said the tall nwi, “we’ll do wlnt^ 
right to oblige you, and wo’U do no more ; we ore bad enoui'h, L>at 
not such as you would make us-^deiils incarnulc.^’ 

“She has got a jark from Jim Eateliffe,” said the short fellow, 
“and Frank here won’t hear of our putting her through the mill.’’ 

“No, tlmi 1 will not, by 0--dr’ answered Frank; “but if old 
Mother Blood could keep her hero for a little while, or s<‘ii(l her 
back to BcoDand, without hurting her, why, 1 sec no hann in that - 
not 1.” 

“I’ll tell you whflt, Frank Levitt,” said the old woman, “ if v on ( ill 
me Mother Blood again, I’ll paint this gully” (and she held\i kiide 
up as if about to make good her threat) “ m the bcMt blood ju }f>nr 
body, my bonny boy,” 

“The price of ointment must bo up in the north,” s«ud IV.xnl, 
“ that puts Mother Blood bo much out of liumonr.” 

Without a moment’s hesitation the fuiy darted her knife at h m 
with the vengeful dexterity of a wild Indian. As he was on liis guui d, 
be avoided Die missile by a «uddou motion of his head, but it whi'>tlocl 


past his car, and stuck 


lep in the day wall of a partition behind. 

” said the roober, seizing her by boDi wi i ds, 
master;” m\d so saying, he forced the hag 


j^ackw'ards by main force, who strove- vehement^ until she sunk on 
gP bunch of straw, and Dien letting go her hands, be held up his tiiigor 


she did not attempt to rise from the seat on whienhe had placed her, 
or to resume any measures of actual violence, but wrung he« withered 
hands witli impotent ragCj and brayed and howled like a demoniac. 

“1 will keep mypromwo with you, you obi devil,” said Frank; 
“Dio wench shall not go^ forward on the Loudon road, but 1 will 
not hkve you touch a hair of her head, if it were but for your iiir 
aolence.” 

F ^"'^is intimation seemed to compose in some degree the vehchicnt 
on of the old hag ; and while her cxclamalions and howls sunk 
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Htei>, jump, wliieh at o&ce oonveyod hf^r from the door into the 
centre of the party, “were yckiUing our mother? or were ye cutting 
Die gruuter^a weasund that Tam brought in thia moruiug? or haYcyo 
been reading yoiu* prayers backward, to bring up my auld ae^uoint- 
aiico 111 ) deil amaiig ye? ” 

Tlie tone of the speaker was so particular, that Jeanic immediately 
rocojo nised the woman who had rode foremost of the pair which passed 
her just before she met the robbers; a eiroamstanoe which greatly 
incrcM'^ed her toritir, as it served to show that the mischief designed 
ttgainst her was premeditated, though by whom, or for what cause, 
totally at a loss to conjecture. fVom the Style of her con<p 
tersation, the reader also may probably acknowledge hi this female 
nil old acquaintance in the oai'lior part of our narratTvo. 

“ Out, Yc mad devil I" said Tom, whom she had disturbed in the 
middle or a draught of some liquor with which he had found means 
of nceouiinodating himself; “betwixt your Bess of Bedlam pranks, 
and your dam’s frenzies, a man might live ouiotor in the dovirs ken 
lljdi) here.”— And he again rebumed the broKcii jug out of which ho 
li.id been drinking. 

“ And wha’s Bus o’t ? ** said the madwoman, dancing up to Jeanic 
Bcan^^, wdio, alDiough in gi*cat terror, ytA watched the scene with a 
resolution to let nothing pass mmoDced which might be serviceable in 
a^-jiding her to escape, or informing her as to the true nature of her 
sit nation, and the danger attending it,— “ Wha^s this o't?*' again ex- 
claimed JMadge Wildfire. “Douce Davie Doans, the aukl doited 
wdjig body’s daughter, in a gipsy's bam, and the night setting in ! 
lliis is a sight fur soir eeii ! —Eli, sirs, the falling oft' o’ the godly I — 
and the t’other bi-.t 0 r^s in the Tolbooth of Ediubiirgli ; I am very aorry 
for licT, for my share— it’s my mother wusses ilrto her, and no me— 
thong'll maybe I Lae ns muckle cause/' 

“Hark ye, Madge,” said the taller rutfian, “you have not such a 
touch of the devil’s blood as the hag your mother, who may be his 
dam for what 1 know— take this young woman to your kennel, and 
do not let the devil enter, though he should ask in God’s name. 

“ Oil, ay; that 1 will, tVaiik^i t^d Madge, taking hold of Jennie 
by the arm, and pulling her along; “for irs no for decent Chribtiau. 
Aoung loddies, like her and me, to be keeping the like o’ you and'l’w 
buni'Tam compauv at tliis Dme o’ night. Sae gude e'en t'yo, sirM 
and mouy o’ lhem?aiid may ye a’ sleep till the hangman wauken yifl 
and then it wnll bo weel f<n* Die country." *7 

She then* a^ her wild fancy seemed suddenly to prompt her, walked^ 
dcniurel> ttiwards her mother, Who, seated by the charcoal fire, witl^ 
the reflection of the red light on luur willvored and distorted feature^ 
marked by every evil passion, seemed the very picture of Heesate aW 
her iiifei mil i ites ; and suddenly dropping on her knees, said, wi1|h the 
inuimer of n n\ ycarb old child, “Mammie, hear me say my pfagjl^ 
before I go to bed, and say God bless my bonny face, as ye used 
laiig^^ne.'’ > 
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"“TUe tkil Uio liidc o’ it to sole Iris brogues wiM” said the old 
lady, aiming a buftet at llio supplicant, in answer to her duteous 
remiest- 

, Tjie blow missed Madge, who, being probably acquainted by experi- 
ence with tliemodcin whicli her mother was wont to conferher maternal 
benciliptions,filipt outof arm's leJigthwithgreatdoxteritY and qviickuoss. 
Tlie liag then started up, and, seising a pair of old fire-tongs, would 
hare amended her motion, by beating out the brains of her 
daughter or Jeaiiio (she did not seem greatly to care which), when 
her hand was once more awestedbythe man whom th^ called Frank 
Ijcritt, who, seizing her by the shoulder, flung her from him with . 
great vioJeiice, exedairning, “ What, Mother Damnable— again,' and 
ill my soven ign presence I— Hark ye, Madge of get tojgour, 

hole with your playfellow, or wo shall have the devil to pay here,an<|i; 
nothing to pay luiu with/* 

Madge took Levitt's advice, retreating ns fast as she coidcl, and 
drugging Ji-anic along vydih her into a sort of recess, partitioned off 
from tlui resit of the bam, and filled with straw, from which it appe^ifsd 
lhat it was intended for the purpose of slumber. The moonlight 
shone, through an open hole, upon a pillion, a pack-saddle, and one 
or two wallcdfl, tho travelling furniture of Madge and her amiable 
mother.—'* Now saw ye e'er iu your life," said Madge, “ sac dainty a 
chamber of deas ? see as the moon shines down sae cifllcr on the fresh 
s/i'jiel There's no a pleasanter cell iu Bedlum, for as brow a place 
as it k on tlie outside— Were ye ever iu Bedlam? " 

-No 
inwliic 

circumstances so uhliappily precaiTous, that even the’ society of this 
gibbering ujadwonian ecemod a species of protection. 

** LViwer in Bedlam ! " said Maclge, as if with some surprise. — “But 
yo’ll hae been iu the cells at Edinburgh r " 

“Never," repeateu Jeanie. 

“ Weel, I thmk time daft carles the magistrates send naebody to 
Bedlam but me— thay maun hae an unco respect for me, for whenever 
I am brought to thorn, they aye hac me back to Bedlam, But troth, 
Jeanie" (slie said iliis in a very confidential, tone), “ to toll ye my 
private mind about it, 1 think ye are at nae great loss ; for the keepers ' 
a cross patch, and he maun ha<eita’ bk oin grt,to, to be surc^ or he 
makes the place waur iluin Ijell. I often tell him he's tho daffcest in 
la’ the house-— But what are Uiey making sic a skirling for ?—Deil 
mue o' them's got in here— it wadna bo menscfu'l I wiu sit wi' my 
agane the dt)or ; it wixma be that easy stirriftg me." 

“ Madge I “ Madge 1 " — “ Madge 'Wnfere i “ Madge devil ! 
what have ye done with the horse?" was repeatedly asked by the 
men without. 

k “ lie's e'en at his supper, puir thing/’ answered Madge ; “ deil an ' 
ma were at yours too, m it were scaudmg brimstane, and then we wad 
liac loss o' your din." 

fiunper!" answered tho move sulky nifSau— “ AVijat d'ye 
by me wliere be i?, or I will knock your Bedlam 


answered Jeanie faintly, appalled by the question, and the way 
n it w^as puLyetwilling to soothe her insane companion, being' iu 
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“ lie's in Gaffer Gabblewood’s wboat-cloac, an yc maun limj* 

“Ills whent^cloati, you- craascd jilt!'' answered the othci-, with an 
accent of g^reat indig'uation. f 

“ 0, dear Tyburn Tam, man, what ill will the bhides of the youn^f 
wheat do to the puir naig: ? " 

“ That is not the question ” said tlie other robber ; ‘^but wli^t the 
country will say to us to-morrow, when tliey see Ipmiii such quarters. 
-Go, Tom, andbripgfhimm; and avoid the soft ffi'ouiid, iiiy lud ; 
leave nonoof-track behind you." 

think you give mo always the fag of it, whatever is to be chmc 
grumbled his companion. 

“JLcap. Laurence, you re Jong enough," said the other; and the 
felloiy left the- barn accordingly, without fartlier remonstrance. 

In the meanwhile, Madge had arranged liorsolf for repose on the 
straw ; but still in a half-sitting posture, with her btiek resting against 
the door of the hovel, which, as it opened inwards, w'lis in this luauucr 
kept shut by the weight of her person. 

* There's mair sliifts by stealing, Jeauie," said Madge AVihUire ; 
though whiles I can hardly get our mother to think sae. Wba wad 
liae thought but my sell of making a bolt of my ain hack banc 1 lint 
it'fl no sae strong as thae that 1 hae seen in the Tolboolh at Kdin- 
bnrgh. The hammermen of Edinburgh are to my mind afore the 
world for making slancrheona, ring-bolts, fetterdiolts, bars, mid locks. 
And tliey arena that bad at girdles for carcakes neither, Ihongli the 
Cu'i’oss hammermen have the gree for that. My mother had aucc a beamy 
Cu'ross girdle, and I thought to have baked carcakes on it for my pufr 
wean that’s dead and gane nae fairway— but we maun a’ dec, ye ken, 
.Toanie— You Camei’oniaii bmlies ken that brawlies; and ye 're ior 
making boll upon earth that ye may be less uuw'iUin’ to part wi* it. 
JJut as touching liedlam that yc were speaking about, I V,p neVr re- 
commend it miicklc the tae gate or the other, be it riglit— be it w rang. 
But YC ken what the sang says." And, parsuiflg the unconnected 
and floating wanderings of her mind, she sang aloud— 

* In tho Ijonny cqUs of Bedlau), 

£t 6 f wuB ana Aiid twuixty, 

X b&a hempon bracoMs Btron{'» 

Andtaerjy wWpi, dl«(t-doaj?, 

AUd pniyw a^fiotlng plouty.” 

Weel, Jeaiiie, lam soraetliingherse the night, and I canna sing 
mnclde mair; and troth, I tlunk. I am gaim to sleep." 

She drooped her Itead on her breast,^ posture ft‘om wliiijjl Jeanie, 
who would have girell the world for an opportunity of quiet to consider 
the means mA the probability of her escape, was very careful not to dis- 
turb her. after nodding^ however, for a minute or two, with her eyes 
half closed, the unquiet *and restless spirit of her malady ajmin as- 
sailed Madge. She raided her head, and spoke, but with a lowered 
lone, which' was again givatlually overcome by drowsinoss, to wliich 
the fatigue of a day’s journey on horseback Imd probably given un- 
wonted occasion,— ‘1 dinna ken what makes mo sac slccpy-’l nmaist 
never Bleep till my bonny Lady Moon gangs till her hod— miiirby 
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token, wlien bWs ai the full, jo ken, rowing, ab^n us yonder^ 
in her grand sUvor coach— i have danced to her my lane 
sometimes for very joy;^d whiles dead folk eamo and wi' 

Tne*->tlio like o* Jocsk Porteous, or ony body I had keud when I waa 
tivisg— for ye maun ken I was anco dead mysell." Here the poor 
manS^c sung in a low and wild tone, 

** ^ btoOB ard baii«4 In yon kirkyard 
Sm far ayont tbo aea. 

And It la but my blltboaomo Rbalat 
^ (Ctfkt'a gpeaklng now to ihoo. 

a*, Jennie, my woman, naebody kens weel wha’s living 
[HHIIa^doad— or whws ganc to Vairyland— there's another ones- 
TBn. Whiles I think my j)ttir bairn 'a dead— ye ken very wecl it’s 
buried— but that slides nacthing. 1 have liad it on iny knee a 
hundred times, and a hundred till that, since it was buried— and how 
coidd that be were it dead, ye ken?— it's merely impossible/’— And 
here, some eonvictiou half^ovcrcoming the reveries of her imngina- 
Uou, she into a fit of crying and ejaculation, Wae's me ! W'ae's 
me I wae's hle ! *’ till at length she moaned and sobbed herself into n 
deep sleem which was soon intimated by her breathing hard, leaving 
Jeanie to%er own melancholy reflections and observations. 


CHAPTER XXX. 

Bind lior qul<&1y ; or, by this Bteol, 

1 'll toll, althoogli I truM Ibr company. 

I'X.ETCUCS. 

The imperfect light which shone into the window enabled Jcatiie 
to SCO that there was scarcely ’any chance of making her esca]>e in 
that direction ; for the aperture was high in the wall, and so narrow,, 
tliat. could ^0 have climued up to it, she might well doubt whether it 
would have permitted her to pass her body through it. Au unsuc-* 
cessftil attempt to escape would be sure to draw down worse treatment 
than sheliow I'eceived, and she, therefore, resolved to watch her op- 
In* portunity cnreliifly ere making such a perilous effort. For tikis pur- 
v^poso she sjH^ied herself to the ruinous day partition, wliieh divided 
tlie hov^Ui which she now Was from the rest oi the waste bam. It 
was dec^JM and fbll of cracks and chinks, one Iff which sho enlarged ' 
witli her fingers, cautiously aud without noise, until she {^^uld obtaiu 
a plain view of the old ha^ and tlie taller ruifian, wliom they called 
Levitt, seated together beside the decayed fire of charcoal, and ap- 
parently engaged in dose conference. She was at first terrified by 
the sight, for the features of the old woman had n hideous cast of 
hardened and inveterate malice and ill-humour, and those of the man, 
though naturally less tmfavouruble, were such as corresponded w^eu 
with licentious habits and a lawless profession. 


TiTB imAnT or uw-hOTmAir. 


" Blit I reuieinlKjrcd said J(*atik, " toy wortby fatbi'v’s hUos of a 
viutcr ovciniiff, how he was confined wuh the blcast'd martyr Mr 
JamcA Jteiiwielk. who lifted u]^ the Mien standard of tho true rc^ 
formed Kirk of Scotland- after the worthy and renowned Daniel 
, Cameron^ oiu' last blessed hanitermani hod fallen amons the swords 
of the wicked nt AirsmoSs, and how the very hearts of tlie wicked 
malefactors and murderers, whom they were confined wifclinlt were 
melted like wax at the sound of their dootiine ^^*and 1 bethought my- 
sell, that the bamo help that was wf tliem in their btrait waa be wi’ 
me in mine, an 1 could but watch the Lord’s time and opportunity for 
doliveriiii» my feet froin’thcir snare; and I minded the Bcripluro of 
the blessed Psalmist, whilk he insistetli oil, as wed in the forty-second 
ns in the forty-third psalm, * Why art thou cast doAvn, 0 my soul, 
and why art thou disquieted witliin me ? Hope in God, for 1 shall yet 
Jlini, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.”' 

Streii;?thencd in a mind naturally calm, sedate, and firm, by the 
influence of religions confidence,, this i>oor captive was •enabled to 
attend lo, and comprehend, u ffreat port of nu iuterestinff conversa^ 
tion which passed bot^vixt those into whose bands she had fallen, 
iiotwithstanuing that their meaning woo partly disguised by the 
ociMsional use of cant terms, of which Jeaiiie km‘w not the import, by 
the low tone in which they spoke, and b) their mode of supphingf 
t licit’ broken plurabos by hliru^s and sig^ns, us is u«ual amonj^st tnoso 
of til ok* disorderly profession. ‘ 

The man opened the conversation by sa>ing^, “ Now, dame, you see 
I am true to my friend. 1 have not forgot that you planked a chm 
which lielped me throujErh the bars of the (listlo of York, and I came 
10 do your work without asking que.slions, for one good turn deserves 
another. But now tlnit Madge, who is as loud as Tom of Lincoln, is 
homen hat still, and this same l^buni Neddie ii shaking his heels 
after the old nag, why, you must tell 'me what all this is about, and 
what's lo be douo — for d n inc if 1 touch the girl, or let her be 
touched, and she with Jim Rat's pass too." 

“ Thou art an honest lad, Fraus," answered the (dd woman, “ but 
i*'en loo kind for thy trade; thy tender heart will get thee into 
trouble. 1 Will see ye gang up lldlbom Hill backward, and a* on the 
word of some ♦silly loon that could never hao rapped to ye had ye 
'drawn your knife across his weasaud." 

“You may be baulked tliere;«old one," answered the robber; ** I 
liave known many a pretty lad cut short in his first summer upon the 
road, Wcatise he was something hasty with his fiats and sharps. 
Besidos, a man wwld fain live out his two years with a good coU- 
Bcienee. So, tell tne wliat all this is about, and what's to be done for 
you that one can do decently?" 

^ Wl^j^ou must know, Frank— but first taote a snaj) of right 
Holland. She drew a fiosk from her pocket, and filled the feUow a 
large bumper, which ho pronounced to be the right thing,— “ Ypu 
must know then, rraiik— wunna ye mond your hand?" again o&ring 
the flask. 

No> no— when a woman wants rniwAief from you, she alwi^ 

> Concealea a knjifip. 
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bcffhi'? by filling you itnmk- D— n all Dutch couragfC. Whal. I do I 
will do HObcrly— I'il Ust tho longer for that too.'* 

“ WclL then, you must know " resumod the old woman, witUouf 
any fartlw^r attemi)t8 at proi)ititttion, “ that this ffitl is goia^j to 
liondiwi." 

llerp Jciuiie could only dislingmsh tho word sister. 

Tlie robber answeyod in a louder tone, “ Fair enough that ; and 
what the do il i . your business with it ? " « 

“BuhincHM enough, I think. If the b— queers the noose, that sdJy 
cull will marry her.” 

‘‘ And who cares if he docs?" said the man. 

“ Wlio cftK'rt, ye donnaid JNeddic! J care ; and T will slT-anale jicr 
WMtli ray own hniuK, tatlicr limn s.he should come to Madge's prefer- 
ment.” 

“ Madge’s jireferment ! Docs vour old blimi eyes sec no farlhci 
than that? If he is as you say, d'ye think ho’Jl oer marry a moon- 
calf like Madge? Eu>a, tbal^ a good one—Marry Madge Wildiire ! 
-Ila! ha’ ha I” 

“Hark ye, ye ernek-rope padder, born beggar, and bred tliief! * 
rejdiod the hag, “ ‘-upposc be no\ er man los the wench, i a t liat a reason 
ho should marry auollicr, and that other to hold niy daughters place 
mid she crazed, and I a beggar, and all along of him ? But I know 
that of him will hang him— 1 know that of him will ‘hang him, if ho 
had n thousand lues— 1 know that of him will h-mg— hang — hang 
himl” 


She gi-inned as she repeated and dwelt upon tho fatal raonos^llabh , 
ivith tlio cninhasis of a vimlictive fiend 
“ 'J’lien way d<»ii't you hang -^Inwig— liaiig him ?” said h’’ auk, re- 
peating lur words contcrapluou-ly. “There would bemmewnse 
111 that, tlian in wi caking join self here upon two wouclio*’ that Jiav(' 
done YOU and yonr duiighler no ill,” 

“ 3Nn ill ? ” nuswei id the old ^vuman — “ and he to marry this jail- 
bird, if ever she gets her foot loose I ” 

“ JJut jn there is no chance of Ids marrying a bird of ymir brood, 
I csmiot, for iny houI, sec what you have to do with all this/’ again 
replied the i ohner, shrugging his Rhoulders. “ Where there is aught 
,to bo got, J’il go as far as my neighbours, but I hate nnsdiief 'for 
bisehiofH sake.” 

^ “ And would you go nae length for revenge?” said tlie hag— “ for 
yevougo, tho sweetest morsel to the mouth that ever wa« cooked in 
belli” ^ 

“ The devil may keep it for his own eating the^,” said the robber; 
** for hang uie if 1 like the sauce he dresses it witli.'' 

“ ttevcngol” continued the old woman; “ wliv. it is th^ bt»st re- 
ward the devil gives us for our time her© and* hcrcaffer, I have 
Wx^aught liard for it -I liave suffered for it, and I lim e binned for it 
^u(l I will have it,— or there is neither justice in heaven nor in 
bdll” 

Levitt had by this time lighted a pipe, and was list cniug with great 
*giposure to the frantic and >indictive ravings of llie old hng. lie 
Ipi too much hardeuod by his cour&e of life to be shocked with Ihora 
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I —too indifferent, and probi^lir too Klnpid, to cjwtcli any part of 
their animation or energy, “ Sttt, mother," he said, after a pause, 
“ still I say, that if revenge is yonr wish, you should take it on the 
yonn^ fellow himself." 

1 wish 1 could,” she said, di-awinpr in her breath, with the eaffcrness 
of a tliirsty person while mimicking- the action of drinking— “ I wislt I 
could— but no— I cannot— 1 cannot,” * 

/* And^hy not?— You would think little of peaching and lianging 
lu'm for this IScotch affair, — Rat me, one might have nulled the Bank 
of Eiml.iud, and less noise about it.” 

“1 have nursed him at^tliis withered breast,” answered the old 
woman, folding lier hands on her bosom, as if pressing an infant to it, 
“ and though he has proved an adder to me— tliough he Las been the 
destruction of me and mine — tliouffU he 1ms made me company for 
the devil, if tliere he a devil, and food for hell, if there be such ajdace, 
y(;t I cannot take lus life. — No, L cannot, ‘ .^he continued, with an 
a])peiira«ce of rage against herself; “1 have thought ofit -1 have 
tried it— but, Francis Levitt, 1 Ciiiiiia gang through wiH— Na, na— 
lie M&H the first baiin 1 ever nursed — ill I had been— and man can 
never koM what woman feels, for lh« bairn she has held first (o licr 
bosom ! " 

” To be sure,” said Levitt, wo have no experience ; but, mother, 
llioy say you been so kind to other* hairn^ as you call them, 
that have come in your way.— Nay, d— u me, never lay your hand on 
the whittle, for I mu captain and leader here, and iVill have no 
rolicllion.” 

The hag, whose flrsl motion had been, upon hearing iho. question, 
to gi’HHp the haft of a large knife, now enclosed her hand, stole it 
away from the weapon, mid suffered it to fall by her side, v.hilo she 
proceedotl viith a sort of smile — ‘"Baii'nsl ye are joking, lad — wha 
wad touch bairns? Madge, puir thing, had a misfortune M'i’ anc — 
and the t'other "—Here lier voice sunk bo rouchjtliat Jcanic, (hough 
mixitnisly upon the watch, could not catch a word she s.aid, Unlil she , 
)-siised her tone at the conclusion of the Beutence— “ So Madge, in her 
d^^.f^ln^ threw it into the NoF-Loch, I trow.” 

Madge, wlio.se slombers, like those of most who labour uv.cler mental 
muhuly^had been short, and were easily broken, now miule herself 
iioard from lier place of repose. 

“ Indeed, mother, that's a gi’cSt lie, for 1 did nao pic thing.” 

“Hush, thou hellicat devik” said her mother— “By Heaven! the 
other wench will be waking too ! ” 

“ That may be dangerous, said Frftnk $ and he rose and followed 
INlcg Murdockson alross the floor. , ,, 

*Ilise,”y 0 aid the hag to her daughter. “ or I sail drive the kuife 
between the planks into the Bedlam back of thee I " . . , 5 ^ 

Apparently she at the same time seconded her tlireat ny prickw 
her with the point of a kuife, for Madge, with a faint scream, changed 
her place, and the door opened. 

The old woman held a candle in one hand, and a knife in the other. 
Levitt appeared behind her, whcUier with a view of preventing, or 
assisting her in any violence she might meditate, could not be weU 
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guessed. Jeanie\s presence of mind stood bor friend in tins dreadful ^ 
crisis, ^5he bad resolution enough to maiJdain the iittitudo and 
manner of one who sleeps profoundly, and to regulate even lier 
breathing, notwithstanding tiio agijtation of instant terror, so os to 
45 orr€sponiil with her attitude. 

The old woman passed the%ht across her eyes; and although* 
.Teaui6*a fears were so powerfully awakened by this inoveiuent, that 
she often declared afterwards, that she llu)iiftiit she saw the figures 
of her destined murderers through her closed 'eyelids, slit/'liad still 
the rusoliUion to maintain the feint, on which her safety perhaps 
depended. 

Jjovitt looked at her with fixed attonti(!lu ; lie then turned the old 
wonian out of the place, and folloiYed her himself. Haying regained 
the outward apartment, and seated Ihomsclves, Jeanie heard the 
highwayman say, to her no simall relief, “ She’s as fast as if she were 
in iledtordshire.— Kow, old Meg,d— n me, if 1 can understand a glim 
of this story of yours, or what good it will do yon to bang the one 
wench, and torment the other ; but, rat me, 1 will be true to my friend, 
and serve ye the Avay ye like it. I see it will be a bad job; but 1 do 
think I could get her miwu to Surflect on the Wash, and so on board 
Tom Moonshine’s neat lugger, and keep her out of the wav thrc'o or 
four weeks if that wjll jilease ye— But d— n me if any one sliull harm 
her, unless they have a mind to choke on n brace of hUic plums.— It’s 
a cruel bad job, and I wish ydu and ik Meg, were botli at tlie devil.’" 

Never mind, hinny Levitt j'" said the old woman; “you aie a 
ruflier, and will have a’ your am gate— Slic slninna gang to Lonven 
an hour sooner for me; I carena whether she live or die— it's her 
sister— ay, her sisler ! "" 

“ Well, well say lio more about it, I liear Tom coming in. We ’ll 
couch a hogsliead,! and so better had yon.” They reth ed to ro])ose, 
accordingly, and all was silent in this asylum of iniquity. 

Jeanie lay for a lo»g time awake. At brcji-k of day she heard (ho 
two ruffiaiiB leave the bam, after wlii^wring with the old woman for 
some time. The sense that she was now guarded only by persouri of 
her own sex gave her some confidence, iiud irresistible las-situdc at 
length threw her into alumbcr. 

When the captive awakened, the sun was high in heaven, and the 
morning considerably advanced. Madge Wildfire was still in tlio 
hovel which liad served them for tlie ni^t, and immediately bid her 
good-moraiiiff, with her usual air of insane glee. “And ’d"ye ken, 
bias said Madge, “ there's queer things chanced since ye hae been 
in the land ef Nod. The const^^bles hoc been licrj, wotoaii, and they 
met wi' toy mfonie at the door, and they wliTl'd her awa to the 
Justice's the man's wheat— Dear! thae English churk think 
as muckle about a blade of wheat or grass, as a Sc^di ‘laird does 
about his maukins imd his muir^poots. Now, lass, if ye like, we 'll 
play them a fine jiiik \ we will awa out «ud take a walk— they will 
mak utfipo wark when they misa us, but we can easily be back by dinner 
tune, or before dark night at ohy rate, and it will be some froJie and 
fresh air.— But maybe ye wad Hbe to take some breakfast, and .then 
* L^y onrulvefl aown to sOiep. ^ 
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lie down a^faiu ? I ken by mysell, there ’s wliilrs 1 can sit wi’ niy head 

ill iny hand the haill day, and haTona n word to oast at a dog and 

01 her whiles, tliat 1 Cauna sit still a moment. I'hat’s when the folk 
think me warst, but, I am aye camt^ encugh— yo neediia be feared to 
wallv wi* mo." • 

Had Madge Wildlire been the most raging lunatic, instead of 
possessing a doubtful, uncertain, and twiflffht sort of rAtionality, 
vtiiying, probably, fcom the influence of the most trivial causes, 
Jeaiiic would ilaiifly JWve obiected to leave a place of captivity where 
she had so much to upprenend. Slie eagerly assured Madge that 
•she had no occasion for ffj|^er sleep, no desire whatever for eating ; 
iiiul hoping internally thaflme was not guilty of sin in doing so, she 
flattered her keeper’s crazy humour for walking in the woods. 

“ It’o no a’thegitlier for that neither" said poor Madge; ** hut I am 
judging ye will wiiii tljc better out o’ thacj folk’s hands; no that they 
are a’tiiegilher.bad folk neither, but they have queer w'ayg wi’ them, 
and i whiles dimia lliiuk it has been ever weel wi' niy mother and me 
since we kept sic-likc company." 

Willi the iiasle, the joy, tlie fear, and the hope of a libevatod captive, 
Jeaiiio snatched un her little bundle, followed Madge into the free 
air, ami eagerly looked round her for a human habitation; but none 
■was tall seen. The ground was partly cultivated, and partly left in 
its iiai||al states according as the fancy of the slovenly agriculturists 
laid cU'cided. In its natural state it was waste, in some places covered 
with dwarf trees and bufihes, in others swamp, and elsewhere firm and 
dry downs or pasture grounds. 

Jeaiiie s active mind next* led her to coinecture which way the high- 
road lay, whence she had been forced. If she regained that public 
road, she iujagined she must soon meet some person, or amve at 
.some bouse, where she might tell her story, and request protection, 
liut after a glance around her, she sa\<^ with regret that she had no 
means whatever of directing her course witli anjT degree of certainty, 
and that she was still in denendcuce upon her crazy companion.. 
“ Shall we not walk upon the high-road ? said she to Madge, 'in such 
a tone as a nurse uses to coax a child. “ It’s brawxr walking on the 
road than amaiig thae wild bushes and whins." 

Madge, who was w’alking very fast, stopped at this question, and 
looked at Jeauie with a sudden and scrutinizing glance, that seemed 
to indicate complete acquaintaitce with her purpose. “ Aha, lass 1 " 
fdie exclaimed, * are ye gaun to guide us that gate ? — Ye'll be for 
making your heels save }our licjid,! am judging.” 

Jeauie hesitated fbr a moment, dn hearing her companion thus ex- 
press herself, whelliPr she had not better take the hint, and try to out- 
stn’p and get rid of her. But she knew not in which direction to fly ; 
she was by^no means sure that she would prove the swiftest, apd per- 
fectly conscious that, in the event of her being pursued and overtaken,, 
she would be inferior to'the madwoman in strength. She therefore 
gave up thoughts for the presentof attozoptingtocscapeiu that manner, 
and, saying a few words to allay Madge’s suspicions,, she followed in 
anxious apprehension the wayward path by winch her guide thought 
prop#!* to lead her. Madge, infirm of purpose, and easily reconciled 
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to tlio prespnt scono, whatever it was, began soon to talk witli hor f 
usunl lUffu oTiew of ideas. . 

« If 'h a damty thing to be in the woo(l«i on a fliie morning hke tJus 
-.-I like it kir b.'ltor Ihnu the town, for there i'>na a wheen duddie 
Aairns to be crying after une, «no were a woi Id’s wonder, iiis^ 
bociibc ane mMjbi' u n thoii^lit bonnier and better nut-on iluu then 
neiflhfinui') lli Jeauio, ye buld never be inou^o’ dauh*. 
or mm IV neuher— wac’b me! thev’re but a s^Uion^hr 

bettt 1 o’ tliciu, and wliat came o’t r ’ ^ * 

“Are ye snie yt ken the way yo are raking ii‘i?^bttad Joann^ who 
bc^an to imagine that she wab getfin§J|ee|»er into tiie woods, and 
more 1 emote fi om tho high-road. 

** Do 1 ken tlieioad?— Wasna I mony aday livn.;. hoie, an I n h.a^^4 
^houMiia I keu tho road?— 1 might lioe forgotten, t(u>, for iLwd> 
atoie my aecident; but there ore some things aue can nevei luigtl, 
let t!n*in try it ns muckle as Uiey like.” 

l^y tins time they had gained the deepe‘»f part of a patch of w oodland 
The tree » were a little sepaiated from e.ieh othei, and at llie toot o/ 
tuie ot them, n be.iatiful poplar, was a hillock ot moss, meh s the poa 
of (ill. I mete has deicnbed f^osoona^ she ai rived at tin spot,Miul^(‘ 
WildhiO, lojintm hoi hands ahoie her head, with a loud «t le.im tlut 
losembled laughter, Hung herself aU at once upon the sp(>ta|^d lo- 
mniued htng theie motionless 

Jeanie’s first idea vias to take tlie ()pp<u*tunity of ih/ht; nat lin 
desiic to (scape jidded for a moment to appiohonsion lor the pinn 
insane being, who, she thought, might perish for want ol udud 
■With mi efloit which iii her arcmnstuucch might be t* lui d bet me, 
she stotiped down, ‘^poke in asoothnifl tone, mm endear oiii < d to laii 
no tli<* foi l‘>i ,i ci( fiture. fcshe eft<*clea this with difficulty, ai d, a^ '^lu 
])l.nedhei against the tree in a hitting posture, she olniited with 
bill |M ise that hei ( omplexioii, u mallr floi id, was now deadly ])ale, ,iiid 
that In i face wasb.fflied in tears iNotwithstanding hei own i xtien i 
dangir, Jliuuo was aftectedliy the bituahou of hei con']>.iiiion; and 
the rathei, that through the whole tram of her waveiing and nnon- 
ristiUt state of mmd and lino of coiuliiet, she discerned a ecnciui 
eoloui ot kindness towards hcTBclf. foi winch she felt grutituuc, 

‘‘ JiOt me alane ! — let mo alanel” said the poor young woman, a > 
lici iHiroxjsm of sorrow b(*gan to abate^** Let me akinc it does in * 
good to weep. 1 eanua shed teais but maybe anes oi Iwke a ycur. 
and 1 avo come to wet this turf with them, that the flowcis may glow 
. fun, and the gi£ws may bo gieen/' 

» “ J3ut what is the matter wiUi you?” B.nd Jeadio — “ Why do you 
' weon po bituuly ?” 

Theie’s nuUtei onow,^ replied the lunatic, — " mair than oepidi 
imnd can beai, I tiow Stay a bit, and I’Jl till you a’ about it ; for 1 
"like re, Jeaiiie Deans — a’body spoke wool about ye when we lived in 
the Dleasaunts— And I mind aye the dunk o’ milk "vc gae me yon 
day. when 1 had been on Aiifmi’i Stat for foui-aud-twiuty llOtlr^, 
looking foi the slap that Aomib«>dv wik adiiu' in ” 
tf.^3Siese wouU loc d to Jeaiih i utolh tUon, th" I ii f u t, she li id 
one luoriiiii;' r fi’^ 1 *♦ M ^ locctin ** » < A young w«ian 
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near her father's house at on early hour, mid that a<4 she api>eflred to 
be harmloas, her appreheuaion had beou chanjred into i>iiy, and she had 
relieved the unhappy wanderer with some food, with she devoured with 
tlic hofte of a faffnjsliod person. The incident, trifling*; in itself, was 
at t)resent of ^cal importance, if it should be found to have mado a 
favnui able and permanent impTcssion ill her fiwour on the ij^iud of 
the object of her charily. 

Yof*,” said IVInd^rts Vll tell ye a* about iC. for ye are a deceit 
man a daughter- Douce Davie Deans, ye ken— and maybe ye’ll can 
teach mo to find out the naiTow way, and the sti-aiaht path, for 1 have 
been hirniin^ bricks in pgyjit, and walking* iJirough the weary 
wildei iicsa ot Sinai, for lang and inony a day. But whenever I thina 
aboni mine errors, 1 nm like to cover iiiy lips for shame.''— Here she 
lof»k('tt U]j and smiled.— “ It's a stran^i^o tUiiig* now— 1 hae sijoke mair 
gudo Avords to you in ton minutes, thou 1 wad speak to my mother in 
as inony j ears— it's no that I dinna think on and wliiles they 

arcjii'it nt my toiiff lie's end, hut then comes the devil, and brushes 
my'lil>s with hU black winjf, and lays his broad Idack loof on my 
mouth- for a black loof it is, Jeanie, and swccih aAvay a' my glide 
thouflfhtH, and dits up my glide words, and pits a w^heen rule sangb ami 
idle YKuilies in their place." 

“ TrN, Madge" said Jeanie , — ** try to eeUlo your mind and make 
youv brcji'jt clean, and you'll find your hfeart easier— dust resist tlie 
de^ anil he will fiee from you — and mind that, as my worthy father 
tclfti iine^iere is.nae devil sac deceitfu' as our ain wandering 
thou^its.'i m 

“ And that’s true too, lass," said Madge, starling up; and I'll 
gang a gate where the devil dnumn follow me; and it’s a gale llui, 
yon will like dearly to gjing — hut Til keep a fast hand o’ your arm, 
for fear Aijrillyou should stride acro'^s the path, as he did in I he 
Pilgrim's Progress." 

Accordingly she got np, and taking Jeanie by flie arm, began to walk 
forward at a great pace; and soon, to her companion's no bmnll joy, 
came into a niai ked palli, with the nieantler.s of w^hicli she si eiiicd per- 
fectly acquainted, Jeanie ondoavoui’cd to bring her back to the coules- 
ftioind, but the fancy was gone bv. In fact, the mind of this deranged 
being resembled nothing so mueli us a quantity of dry leaves, which 
may for a few minutes remain still, hut arc instantly discomposed and 
put in motion by the first ca’^ial breulh of air. She had now got 
John Bunyan’ft parable into hei’ bead, to the exclusion of cYcr> thing 
else, and on sho went with gi'eat volubility. 

“ Did ye nc'^cr read the Pilgrim's Progress ? And you shali he I lie 
woman Uhristiana? and 4 ■will be the maiden Mercy- fin* ye ken 
Mercy wm of the fairer countenance, and the more alluring than her 
companion— and if I had my llttlo luessan dog here, it would be 
Great Heart their guide, yc ten, for he was e'en as bauld, that he 
wad bark at onything twenty times his size ; and that was e’en the 
death of him, for he bit Corporal MacAlpine's heels ac moraing when 
they were hauling me to the guard-house, and Corporal MacAlpiiie 
killed the bit faithfu’ thing wi' his Lochaber axe— deil pike the 
Highland banes o' him !” 
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« 0 fie, Mad^e,” said Jeanie, ye •Hhould not sneak siidi words.” 

“ lt'<i very true,” said Madg^e, shaking' her nead ; " but then I 
raaunna think o’ my puir bit doggie, Snap, wUoii I saw it lyinjor dying 
in the gutter. But it’s just as wcel, for it wmered^baiai cauld and 
hunger when it was living, and in the grave there is rest fpr a’ things 
— rc»it for the doggie, and my pair bairn, and me.”, 

** YOiir bairn?” said Jeanie, conceiving that by speaking on such 
a topic, supposing it to be a real one, she could not fad to bring her 
companion to a more composed temper. 

She was mistaken, however, for Madge coloured, and replied with 
some anger, “ 3fy baim ? ay, to be sure, my bairn. Whatfor sliould- 
na 1 hae a baim, and lose a bairn too, as weelas your bonny tittic, the 
Lily of St Leonard’s ? ” 

The answer struck Jeanie with some alarm, and she was anxious 
to soothe the irritation she had unwittingly given occasion to. 1 am 

very somy for your misfortune 

“ Rorry? wliat Wad ye bo sorry for?” answered Madge. “Tlie 
l).uru was a blessing 1- that is, Jeanie, it wad hae been a bless- 
ing if it haduA lioeu for my mother; but itiy mother's a ^uecr 
woman —Ye see, there W'as an auld eaile wi' a bit laud, and a gudo 
elat o* siller besides, just the very picture of old Mr Feeblemind or 
Mr Keady-to-lialt, tnat Oreat Ileart delivered from Slaygood the 
giant, when ho was rifling him and about to pick his*.bonos, for Slay- 
good was of tlie nature of the flesh-eaters — and Great Heart killed 
Giant Despair too— but I am doubting Giant Despair's oome alive 
again, for a* the story book— 1 find him busy, at^ny heart whiles.” 

Wool, and so the auld carle "—said Jeanie, for she was painftilly 
interested in getting to the truth d Madge's history, which she could 
not but suspect was iu some CTtraordinai^ way linked and entwined 
with tlie fate of her sister. She was also desirous, if possible, to 
engage her companion in some narrathe which might Im carried on 
iu a lower tone of voice, for she was in great apiwclusnsion lest the 
elevated notes of Madge’s conror^tion should dimet her mother or 
the robbers in search of them. 

“ And t .0 the auld carle," said Mato, repeating her words—" I 
wish yc had been him stoiting about, aff ae leg on to the other, wi’ a 
kind o' doi-and-go-on bort o’ motion, as if ilk aue o' Ins twa Icgn had 
liclanged to sindry folk— but Genflo George could take him offbrawly 
— Kh, as I used to lauah to sec George gang hjp-hop like him !— 1 
dinna ken, T think 1 laughed heartier then than what I do now, though 
maybe no just sac mucKle.” 

And who uraa Gentle Qeongo?" said Jeanie^ endeavouring to 
bring her back to her stoiy. r 

" t), he vras Geordie Robertson, yc ken, when lie was in Bdinburgh ; 
but that’s no his right uamc neither— His name is BU what is 

J roiir business wi’ his name ? ” said she, as if upon sudden rccol- 
ection "What have }e to do asking for folk’s names ? — Ha>e yc 
a mind I slioiild seour my knife between your ribs, as niy mother 
bays ? 

As this was spoken with a menacing tone and gesture, Jeanie 
hastened to protest her totid innocence of purpose in the accidental 
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iqudstion 'v^liich shehodaskodi and Madge WildHre WeiTt on, somewhat 
pacified. 

^ Never ask folk’s names, Jeanie — it’s no ci viT— I hac seen half- 
a-dozeii o’ folk in my mother’s at anes, and ne’er ane o’ them ca’d 
the ither hj lua name; and Daddie Ration says, it is the most 
uncivil thing may be, because the bailie bodies are aye asking 
fashions Questions^ when ye saw sic a man, or sic a man; and if 
dinna ken their names, ye ken there can be nae mair speer’d 
about it.” 

In what strange school, thought Jeanie to herself, has this poor 
creature been bred up^ ^here such remote preciiutions are taken 
against the pursuits of justice? What would my father or Reuben 
Butler think, if 1 were to tell them there are sic folk in ihe world ? 
And to abu!>e the simplicity of tliis demented creature 1 Oil, that 1 
were but safe at hame amang mine ain leal and true people 1 and I’ll 
bless God, ’wbile I have breatii, that placed me amongst Ihose who live 
in His fear, and under the shadow of His wing.” 

She was interrupted by the insane laugh of Madge Wildfire, as she 
saw a magpie hop aoroRS the patli. 

“Sec there 1— that was the gait my auld joe used to cro<is the country, 
but no just sue lightly— he hadna wings to help his auld logs, 1 trow ; 
but I b^oved to nave marned him for a'*tliat, Jeanie, or my mother 
W'ad Lae been iSie dead o' me. But then Ciimo in the story of my 
poor baiim, and my mother tliought he wad be dcaved wi’ its skirling, 
and she pat it away in below Uie bit bcurock of turf yonder, just to bo 
out o’ Uie gate; and 1 think she buried my best wits witli it, tor I 
have never oeen just mysell since. And only think. Jeanie, after my 
mother had been at a’ this pains, the auld doited body Johnny Drnttlo 
turned up his nose, and wadna hoe aught to say to me ! But it’s little 
I care for him, for I have led a merry life ever since, and ne’er a braw 

f lfcntlemnii looks at me but yo wad think he wai^anu to drop off lii^ 
lorse for more love of me. 1 have kend some o’ tliem jiut their hand 
in their pocket, asid gic me os uiuckle as bixpeucoat a time, judt for 
my wcewaured face.” 

This speech gave Jeanie a dark insight into Madge’s history. Site 
liad been courted by a wealthy suitor, whoso oddrosses her mother 
had favoiu’cd, notwithstanding the objection of old age and deformity. 
Bhe had been sodaced by some profiigate, and, to conceal her slniuie 
and promote the advantageous matdi she liad planned, her mother 
bad not hesitated to dcsti oy the offspring of their intrigue. That the 
consoquenee should be the total derangement of a mind which was 
constitutionally un|ettled^by giddiness and vauity, was ox^cuioly 
natural; aud such was,^n fact, the history of Madge Wildfire^ 
insanity. • 
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so nroe fh)m danger, free from fear, 
niey cross'd the coort-rh^lii glad they were 

CitBifiAnL. 


PuB«itTNatlio path whicbMadprehad chosen, Joanie Doans observed, 
to hor IK) small deli^rht, that marlcB of more cultivation ajipeared, and 
the 1 hat died roofs of houses, with their blue smoko arising in little 
coliuriir. were soon einboaomed in atnfltof trees at some distance. 
The ti led in Unit dirc^ction, and Jennie, therefore, resolved, while 
Mndffc continued to pursue it, that she would ask her no questions; 
hninjr lud the penetiation to obseive, that by dnin^ so she inn the 
risk of in iliitin^y her f^uide. or awakeninfir suspicions, to the inipres- 
‘^ioie of Mliich, poisons in Madifo’s unsettled htalo of mind are parti- 
I ul u 1> Ihible. 

M.jdffo, therefore, uninterrupted, went on with the wild disjointed 
ehat winch hei r.nnbhn(f imapiination su^rprestod ; a mood m which 
he was much more eomniuuicaUNe respecting her own history, and 
Hut of others than when there was any attempt made hy dliect 
queiics, oi cro^j-eAamiuations to extract informatic'i on these sub- 
jects 

a queer Ihinpr,” she said, “but whiles I can Mieak about the 
bit luru and the rest of it, just as if it bad been another bodyS, and 
no niy am ; and whiles I am like to break my heart about il—Ilad 
you ( 1 er a bairn, Joanie ’ 

Jenrio i ephed in the ncffative. 

“Av, but your sister had, though— and 1 ken what came o’t, 
too/' 


“ in the name of h<favenly luerey said Jennie, forgetting the line 
of coiKliiet which she had liitherto adopted, “ tell me but what became 
of that anfortunato bahe, aud- 


Mt.dgc stopped, looked at her gravely and fixedly, and then biokc 
to a fficat fit of laufirbinff— “ i ' 


Alia, lass,— catch me if >on can— 1 



and feast as if it were the blithest day in the waxld **-Thcy say maiden's 
bairns are weel guided. 1 wot that wasna true of >our til tie's and 
mine ; but these arc sad tales tA* tell— I maun jusf suig a bit to keep 
up nl^ heart— It's a Mug that Geiitle Georfe mnao on me lang sync, 
when I wTut with him to Jvocb'ugton wake, to see h im act upon a stage, 
ju fin e cloHios, with the plajer folk IJe might hae dime waur than 
“ g<l me that night as lie pi omiAed— better wed over the mixen ^ 
the moor, as they say m Yorksliire— he may gang foj'ther and 
mr— but that’s a' ane to the sang, 



1 A homily prarerb, tigiufriiig, bettor wed • neighbour thaa one fetched from a dii- 
anoMdixen signUieB dunghiu. 


txm miM or «ixd>^othun. 

“ I'm of the<!oimtTy,,rm ftfivlgo of tfto to^Yl), 

And rm AUidge of lad X am blltlieat to owiv- 
The T^ady. of Xloovor ia dUimondi limy aldno, . 

Bui has not a hoaiit half bo Ughtsoma as n^ijo. ' 

I am Qu«eii of tlio Waiha, and I’m T^ady of Kayi 
And I lead tho Withe ring rottnd the May-i»ole lo-day ; 

The wlld-fire that Aaahea lo faH^ and so firdOi 
Woa never so bright, or so hoim>% as me, 

I like that the best o' fi' my sang's," continued tliematiiac, " btscauae 
he made it. I am often Biniinff it, and that's maybe the reason folk 
ca' me Madge Wildfire, i aye answer to the name, tliough it's no 
my rtin, for wluit's tlie use of making a fash ? " 

"But ye Biildna sing upon the Habbiitii at least,” said Jeanie, who, 
amid all iicr distress and anxiety, could not help being scandalized at 
the deportment of her companion, CHpedally as they now approached 
near to the little village. ‘ 

" J\y, is this Sunday ? ” said Madge. My inotUer leads pic a life,* 
wi' iurninff night into day, that ane loses a' count o' the days o' the 
week, and disua ken Sunday frae Saturday, Besides, it's a' your 
wliiggery— in England, folk sings when they like— And then, ye ken, 
you are Christiana and I am Mercy— and yo ken, as they went on 
their way, thejB sang.”— And she namcdiately raised one of Johu 
Bunyau's dittie*:'— 

IIo that (lo^n need fear ri^"^fu3!, 
lio ilial la lo'kv no pi Ida, 

Ho ihtvt is humttla aver siiall 
Xlava.God to bo his guide. 

'* Fulness to ench a burthen is 
Tliai go on pilgrimaKc; 

Hero litUti, and horeafter blisA 
la beat 0 om age to ngo." 

“ And do yo ken, Jeanie, I think there's ranch frutli in that booJ;, the 
Pilgrim's Progreis. The boy that sings tliat song w«s feeding his 
father's sliecp in the Valley of Iliimiliation, and Mr Crcathf'art says, 
that he lived a merrier life, mid had more of tlic herb called heart's^ 
ease in his bosom, than they that wear silk and velvet like me, and are 
ftS'boiiny a$ 1 am.” 

deauie Deans had never reai^thc fanciful and delightful parable to 
which Madge tUiuded. Bunyan was, indeed, a rigid Calvinist, but 
then be was also a member of a Baptist congregation, so that his 
works bad no place on David Deans'i^ slielf of divinity. Madge, how- 
ever, at some tiinc%f her life, had been well acquainted, as it appeared, 
IvUh the most popular of Ids performances, which, iudecd, rarely fails 
to make a deep impression upon children, and people of the lower 
rank. 

"I am sure," she continued, “ I may weel say I am como out of the 
city of Destruction, for my mother is Mrs Bat’s-eyes, that dwells at 
Deadman's comer; and Frank Lentt, and Tyburn Tam, tliey fhaybe 
likened to Mistrust and Guilt, that came galloping up, and struck the 
poor pilgrim to the ground witli a great dub, and stole a bag of 
ailver, vmicli was most of his spending money, and so have they done 
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to many, and nill do f.o moro. But now we will gang' to the Inter- 
jireter's house, for 1 keii a iiinn that will play the Intcn)roter riifht 
weel ; for he has eyes lifted up to Iieaven, the bej^t of twoks iu liis 
hand, the law of truth written on his lips, and he blands as if he 
pleaded wi’ men— Oh, if 1 hod minded what he had said to me, lhad 
never been the cast-away creature that I am 1— But it is ail over now. 
- But we’ll knock at the ^ate, and then the keeper will admit Ohrirt- 
tiana, but Mercy will be k*fl out— and then I’ll Btand at tlu» door 
trembling and crying, and then Ohribtiaim— that’s you, Jeauic— will 
intercede for me ; and then Mercy-^that’a me, je ‘ken— will faint; 
and then the Interpreter— yes, the Inteq>roter, Ihat’ii Mr Staunton 
himself, will come out and take me— that’s poor, lost, demented mo 
—1^ tlie hand, and give me a pomegranate and a piece of hone} comb, 
nn(f a small bottle of spirite, to stay my fainting — and then the good 
times will come back again, and we’ll be the happiest folk you ever 
saw.” 

In the midst of the coiifu&ed assemblage of ideas indicated in tins 
Rpoech, dcanie thought slie saw' a scriouh purpose On the ])!irt of 
Madge, to endeavour to obtain the pardon and countcnniieo of som(» 
one whom she had ofifended ; an attempt the most likely of all others 
to bring them once more into contact witli law and legal pi'otoetion 
She, therefore, resolved to be guided by her while sli(f was ni so ht»]K‘- 
ful a disposition, aud act for iier own safety accorliing to circuin- 
stances. 

Tlicy wore now close by the village, one of those beautiful scenes 
which are so often found in merry England, where the cottages,in'<lPrtd 
of being built in two direct lines on each side of a dust} high-rOc»(l, 
stand in detached groups, iuter«?persed not only with iargt* oaks and 
elms, but w'itli fruit-trcc.s, so many of which wore nt tlii>* time in 
flourish, that the grove seemed enamelled with their crimson and 
white blossoms. Tu the centre of tlio hamlet stood the parish churcli, 
and its little Gothic tower, from which at present was lieaid flic >Siio- 
day chime of bolls. 

"We will wait here until the folk are n' in the churclj—theyca' the 
kirk a church in England, Jeanie, be sure you mind that ^ for if 1 w'o-. 
gauD forw-ard amang them, a’ the gjutls o' boys and lasses wad Ik? 
crying at IMadgo WildfireV tail, the httlc hcll*>rakers! aud the beadlo 
would be os hard u)>on us as if it w^s our fault. I like their skill- 
ing as ill as he does, I cun tell him ; I’m sure 1 often wish there 
was A het peat doun Uicir throats when they set them up that 
gate.” 

Conscious of the disordcidy appoaranoo of her dress alter the 
adventure of the preceding niglit, and of the gi*otesquc liabit and 
demeanour of her guide, and sensible how imiKirtant it was to secure 
an attentive and patient audience to hor stran^ stOry from some one 
who might have the means to protect her, Jeanie readily acquiesced 
in Madge’s proposal to rost under the trees, by wliich they were still 
somewhat screened^ until the commenoement df service should give 
them an opuortuiuty of entering Die hamlet without attracting a 
crowd around them. She made less opposition, that Madgd had 
intimated tlmt this was not the village where her mother was in cus« 
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tody, and that ilie two equireii of the pad were absent in a dilPerenfc 
direction. 

She sate herself down, therefore, at the foot of an oak, and by the 
assistance of a ])lacid fountain, which had been dammed up for the 
use of the villagers, and which serred her as a natural mirror, she 
began—no uncommon thing with a Scottish maiden of her nmk— to 
arrange hen* toilette in the open air, and bring her dress, soiled and 
disordered as it was, into suen order as the placer and circumstances 
admitted. 

Slie soon perceived reason, however, to regret that she had set 
about this task, however decent and necessary, in the present time 
and society. , Madge Wildfire, who, among other indications of in- 
sanity, had a most overweening opiuioH of those charms, to which, in 
fact, she had owed her misery, mA whose mind, like a raft upon a 
lake, was agitated and driven about at random by each fi*esh impulse, 
no sooner heiield Jeanie begin 'to arrange her hair, place her bonnet 
iuiirder, rub the dust from her shoes and clethes, a^ust her neck- 
handkerchief and mittans, and so forth,, than with imitative zeal slie 
began to liedizen and trick herself on(? with shreds and remnants of 
beggarly finery, which she took out of a little bundle, and wliich, when 
disposed around her person, made her abearance ten times more 
fantastic and apish than it had been before. 

Jeanie groandfi in spirit, but dared not hiterfere in a matter so deli- 
cate. Across the man’s cap or riding'-liat which she w^ore, Madge 
iilaced a broken and soiled y^ite fbather, intersected with one which 
had been shed from the train of a peacock. To her dress, wbichwas a 
kind of riding-habit, she stitched, pinned, and otherwise secured, a 
large furbelow of artificial flowers, all crushed, wrinkled, and dirty, 
which liad first bedecked a lady of quality, then descended to her 
Abigail, and dazzled the inmates of the servants -hall. A tawdry 
scarf of yellow silk, trimmed with tinsel and spangles. Which had seen 
as hard service, and hoa.sted as honourable a transmission, was next 
flung over one slnpldcr. and fell across her person, in tlic manner of 
a slioulder-helt, or bald-riek, Matlge then stripped off the coarse 
ordinary shoes which she wore, and replaced them by a pair of dirty 

with vcry*high feels. She had cut a willow switcli in *her morning s 
walk, almost niS long, as a boy*^ fisliing-^rod. This she set lici-self 
seriously to i>eel, and when it waa transformed into Stich a w'and as 
the Treasurer or Stewimd bears on public oceapions, sIic UM 
Jeanie that she thought they now locked decent, as young women 
should do upon the^unday morning, and' that tbo nehs had done 
ringingjfilie was wiiiing to conduct her to the Interpreter’s house, 

ftanie jilghed heavily, to tliink it should be her lot on the Lord’s 
day, and daring kirk*time too, to parade the street of nn inliabited 
village^ with so veiy grotesque a comrade ; but necesrity had no law, 
since, without a positive quarrel with.the madwoman, which, ip the^ 
circumstances, would haVe^ been very uuadvisable, die could see no 
means of shaking herself of her society. 

As for poor Madge^ she was completely elated with personal vanity, 
and the most periect satisfaction concerning her own dazzlmg drcsi^ 
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and superior appearance. The; entered the handet without bciiiff 
observed, except by one old woman, who, beinff nearly ‘^high-gravcl 
blind," was only consciou»« tliat aomeiliiu|f very fijio auu fclitteriiig was 
pasbinff by, and dioppcd a« deep a reverence to IVIadgc as she would 
nave done to a ('ountess. This tilled up the measuru of Madge’s self* 
approbation. She niiTiood, slio ambled, slie smiled, she bimpered, and 
waved Jennie Deans forward with the condescension of a noble cha^ 
prrone, wlto has undertaken the charge of a country miss on Jicr first 
journey to tlio capital. 

Joanu followed in pnlionco, and with her eyes fixed on the ground, 
tlmi ^he might ^ .ive herself the mortifioatioii of seeing her companion's 
ahsurditicb ; but she started when, ascending two or ilzrce stops, she 
foii’id herself in tlio clmrcliyard, and saw that Madge was making 
hlnxiglit for the door of llie church. As Jennie lind no mind to enter 
the congregation in such coihpuny, she walked abide from the path- 
WHY, and said in a decided tone, "‘Madge, I will wait hoie tiU the 
chill < h comes out— 3 Oil nniy go in by 3 ourself if you have annnebi 

A h! e Hjxiko thoJc words, sho w^as about to seat l»ci>jelf upon ono 
of the iMMxe-^iones! 

Mni»e xvni *1, Hitlj b. foro Joanie when she turned niido; but 
sudd only rlmngim; hci eouise, she followed her with long atiidos and, 
w'itii every fojtiue iniinnicd with passion, overlook and seized her by 
the m ni. “ Do ye think, ye ungvatefu* wretch, tlwl"! am gaiiu to let 
you bit douu uixiu uiy father’s grave? 'i'he dod settle ye doun, if ye 
dinna lisc and come into the Intoiprelcr’s house, that's the house of 
Clod, wi’ mo, but I’ll hno over} dud «ff jour back I" 

She adapted tlio ocLiou to Uio phrase; for with one clutch ‘he 
vh ippod Jeimio of her sliaw bonnet and a Jiandful of her hair to boot, 
.1-1(1 tiiiew it up into an old yew-liH»e, wdiere it btuck fast. Jcani(*’s 
hist nupnl^e was to aorcamj but coucoiviug alie might receive de.wily 
hai m before slio couW (tbtain the asbistoucc of any one, uotwuhbfund- 
ing the \iciuity of the ohu3*ch, she thought it Wiser to follow the mad*. 
W’om.ui into the congregation, whore sho might ^d somo means 
of e Ciipc from her, or at least bo secured ugainst her violence. 
Ilntwlum blio meekly intimated her couacut to follow Madge, her 
gmdo’a uiicorlnin brain had caught another train of ideas. She held 
Jcaiiie fast with one hand, and with the other pointed to the inscrip- 
tion on the gravestone, and commanded her to scad it. Jeanie oboyed, 
und read thobo words 

** Tma McarruicNT was tnucrin to toe IMbmoey 6y I)OKAt«D 
MtmnocKBON of toe KiNo'b axyi., or CAaoROWii^ UtenrBin', a 
SIKCARB C'lmiATlAN, A BRAVK Soi.flj||k, AND AYAllMrUL S&WAKT, 

SY till 0»ATUri.D AND fiORKOWI^^piAmB, ROBERT STAUNTON.'* 

‘‘It’s very weel read, Jeauie; it*sjust the very words/' saidM^dgo. 
wjip.e ire had now faded into deep molaucholy, and with a step 
'wjnch, to Jeanio's groat joy, was unconunouly quiet ana mournliuL 
tine led her compamon towards the door of the church. 

It was ono of those old-fiwhioned Gothic parisli churches which arc 
ficfiucnt iu Knglaud, the most cleanly, decent, and reverenthd places 
ot w 01 «hip that ore, perhap.s, anywhere to be found in the Ch^thui 
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^ ^Id. Yet, notwithetandiug the decent solemnity of its exterior, 
J^eaiiie was too fei^fhl to the dircctoi^ of the presbyteriau kirk to 
have entered a prelatic place of worship, and would, upon any other 
occasion; have thought tliat slie behela in the porch lihc venerable 
figure of her father waving her back Jfrom the entrancej and pro- 
nouncing in a solemn tone, ^ Cease, my child, to hear the instruction 
which enuseth to err from the words of knowledge/* But in her 
present agitating and alarming situation, she lookea for safety to this 
. lorbiddeii place of as>iombly, as the hunted animal will sometinies seek 
shelter from iinininent danger in the human habitation, or in other 
phwjes of refuge most alien to its nature and habits. Not even the 
sound of the organ, and of one or two flutes which accompanied the 
psalmody, prevented her from following her guide into the chancel of 
the church; 

No sooner had Madge put her foot upon tlui pavement, rnul booomo ‘ 
sensible that she was the oyect of attention to the Kpectators, than 
sheTesumed all the fantastic extravagance of deportment which rome 
transient touch of melancholy had banished for an instant. She 
swam rather than walked up tlie centre aisle, dragging Jeanie after 
her, whom she held fa^st by the hand. She would, indeed, have fain 
sloped a.^ide iiUo tho pew nearest to the door, and left Madge to as- 
cend ill her own in aimer and alone to the high ])lace5 of tho syna- 
gogue ; but this was impossible, without a degree of violent resistance, 
winch seemed to lier inconsistent with the time and place, and she was 
sMjcordingly led in captivity up the whole lengtli of tho cimrcli by her 
grotesq[Ue conductress, who, with lialf-slmt eyes, a ))rim smile upon 
her lips, and a mincing motion with her hands, winch eorrcspoiidod 
with the delicate and afl'ceted pace at which she was pleased to move, 
seemed to take the general store of the congi’cgation, wliich such an 
exhibition nccessaruy excited, as a high compliment, and which she 
returned by nods and half curtsies to individuals amongst the audience 
whom she seemed to diBtiiigukh< as acquaintances. Her absurdity 
was enhanced in the eyes of the spectators by the strange contrast 
wliich she formed to her companion, who, with di.'^hcvelJed hair, 
downcast ^es, and a face glowmg with shamOr was dragged, as it 
were, in triumph after her, 

Madge's airs were at length fortunately cut short by her encountering 
in her progress the looks of ^e dcrgyiuau, who fixed upon her a 
glance, at once steady, oompaasionoio, and admonitory. $lie hastily 
opened an empty pew which happened ito be near her, and entered, 
dragging in Jdonie -after her, iGcking Jooule on the shins, by way 
of hint that she sBkuld follow her example, she sunk her hc4vd upon 
her hand for the space of a minute. Jeanie, to whom this nosture 
of mental •devotion was entirely new, did not attempt to do the like, 
but looked round her with a bewildered stare, wliich her neighbours, 
judging from the company in which they saw her, very naturally as-* 
cri&d to insaiuity. Eveiy person in their immediate vicinity jilrew 
ba^ from this extraordinary couple as for as the limits of their pew 
permitted; but one old man could not get beyond Madge’s reach, ere 
Ime h^ snatehed the prayer-book from his hand, and ascertained the 
lesm of the day. She then turned up the ritual, and, with the most 
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oventrain^d cntlmsiasm of posture and manner, shotved Jeanlo the 
pasBa^es as they were read in the service, making, at the same time, 
her own rosponsos so loud as to be beard above tnose of evei^ oQier 
person. 

If?otwibhstanditiig: tiie shame and rexatioti wliich Jcauiefeltin beinff 
thus OKposed in a place of worship, $he could not and durst not omit 
rallYinff her spirits so ns to look ai*ound her, and consider to whom she 
ouimt to appeal for protection so soon aslthe service should be con- 
cluded. Her first ideas naturally fixed upon the clergyman, and she 
was confirmed in the resolution by observing: that lie was nn aged 
g^entlemaii, of a digfnified appearance and deportment, who read the 
service with an undisturbed and decent gn*avity, which brought back 
to becoming attention those younger members of the congreffation 
who had been disturbed by the extravagant behaviour of Madge Wild- 
• fire. To the clergyman, therefore, Jfeanie resolved to make her appeal 
wlien the service was over. 

It is true she felt disposed to be shocked at his sui^plice, of which 
she had heard so much, but which she had never seen upon the person 
of a preacher of the word Then she was confhsed by the change of 
posture adopted in different parts of the ritu^, the more so as Madge 
Wildfire, to wjjiom they seemed familihr, took the opportunity to 
excrciMc authority over her,j)uUing her up and pushing her down with 
a bustling assiduity, which .Teauic felt must malce tMbm both the ob- 
jects of painful attention. But, notwithstanding these projudioes, it 
was her prudent resolution, in tliis dUemma, to imitate as nearlv as 
she could what w^Uh done around her. The prophet, she thoi^ht, por- 
mitted Naamnai the Syrian to bow even in tlm house of Kimmon. 
Surely if I, iu this streight, worship the (h»d of my f.ilhors in mine 
owi language, altliough the manner thereof be strange to me, the Lr»rd 
Will pardon me in this thing. 

Ill this resolution became so much confirmed, that, withdrawing 
herself from Madge as far as the pew permitted, bhe endeavoured to 
evince, by serious and composed attention to what was passing, that 
her mind was composed to devotion. Her tormentor would not long 
have permitted her to remain quiet, but fatigue overpowered her, mid 
bhe Ml fast asleep in the other oomor of the pew. 

Jeaiiie, though her mind in her own despite sometimes reveried to 
lier situation, compelled herself to ^vo attention to a sensible, cner- 
gctic, and well-composed discourse, upon the practic.al doetriuoa of 
Chiistiamty, which she could not help appro^ng, although it was 
every word written down ami read by the premier, and although 
It was delivered m a tone and gesture very diferent from those of 
Bpanerfjcs btormheaveu, who was her fiitlieris favourite preacher. 
The serious and plaCid attention with which Jeanio libtenod, did not 
escape the cler^man. ^ Madge Wildfire^s entrance had rendered him 
appwmenBU'e of some disturbance, to provide against which, as far as 
possible, he often turned his eyes to the port of the church where 
Jeonie and she wore placed, and became soon aware that, nlthnnirh fhtk 


loss of her head-gear, and the awkwardness of her situation, }iad 
given on uncommon and anxious air to the features of the toriner, 
yet she was in a state of mind very different from that of her com- 
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panion. Wheu ho dismiQsed the congre^tion, he obfeemd hor look 
around With a wSil and terrified look, as if uncoitain AvhattourBo 
she ought to adopt, and noticed that she approached one or two of 
the most docent of the congregation, as if to address them, and lien 
shrunk hade timidly, on observing tliat they seemed to shun and to 
avoid her. The dergymau was satisfied there must be something 
oAtraordinni^ in all tliis, and as a lioncvolcnt man, us ndl as a 
good Christian pastor, ho resell ed to inquire into tlio matter more 
minutely. 


CHAPTER XXXn. 

— . There govemM in t!i it > oar 
st( rn, BtoQt churl— an angry ovciacoi 

Cb\obe 

WiiOii: Mr Staunton, for such was this woitliy dcrgymnif s 
was lading a^de his gown in the vestry, Jeamewas ni4ho 
coming to nii open rupture with Madge. 

Wc must return to Mummers bum diicetly,” said Madge ; "we'Jl 
be oner late, and my mother will bo angry.*' 

1 am not goiug back with yon, Madge," said Jeaiue, hiking out a 
guinea, and ofTcnug it to her; ^*1 am mudi obliged to >ou> but I 
in.bun gang my aiu road " 

“And me coming a’ this way out my gate to pleasure }ou, }c 
uiiftiatefu’ cutty," answered Madge ; “audine tobobraiued b> my 
uiollier when 1 gang' haine, and for }oiir sukoI-^But I will gir yo 
ns good *’ 

“ For (lod's sake," said .Te.inie to a man who stood bc;?ide tliem, 

“ keep Iki ofi I—blio IS mad." 

“Ey, ey,” miswered tlio boor; hae some ^ess of tliat, and I 
tiow Uiou best a bird of the same feather.— Howsomever, M.idgo, 

1 redd thee keep hiftid off her, or tse lend tJiee a whister-]>uop." 

{Severn) oi the lower class of the paiisUxoncrs now gatheieu round 
the sliangeis, and the cry arose among the boys, that “there Was 
;i-goiiig to be a fite between mad Madge Muidocksou and another 
Bess of Bedlam.” But while Die fiy ussi^iobled witli the liumaue 
liope of seeing as much of the fim as possible, the laced cocked-hat 
of the beadle was discerned among the multitude, and all nuide way 
for that person of aw^ful authniii). Ilia fust address was to Madge. 

“ What’s brought thee back again, Diou silly dounot, to plague 
^ this polish? Hast tnou brought ony nioie hast aids wi* thee to lay 
to honest men’s doors? or dues thou think to buiden us with thisi 
oose, llMt*» ns Imro-biaincd as thysell, os if rates were no up enow? 
way with thoo to thy thief of a mother; sheS fast in the stocks at 
Barkston town-end - Aw .a} wi* ye out o* the paTiisIi, or l*so be at ye 
with the rat au.” * 

Madge stood sulky for n minute ; hut ^he had been too often taught 
submission to the bcsidlc’s authoiity by ungentle meauH, to feel eourago 
cuough'to dispute it . h 


name, 
act oi 
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TOY mother— my puir atild mother, is ic the stocks at Bark- . 
ston This is a* your wyte, M5 ks Jeaiiio Deans ; but Til bo upsides 
vi' you, as sure as my name’s Mad^e Wildfire — I tneau Murdockson 
— Qod help me, I forget my very name in thi-; confused waste.” 

So sayiiiff, she turned upon her heel, and went off, followed by nil 
the iniiKihievous imps of the viilaffe, some crying^, ** Madge, canst , 
thou tell Ihy name yet?" some pulling the skirts of her dress, and 
nil,, to the best of their strength and ingenuity, exercising some new 
(lovicc or other to exfisperate her into frenzy. 

,Te;niie saw her departure with inliiiite delight, thougli she wynnl^ 
that, in some way or other, she could have requited the service Madg’^ < 
had conferred upon her. .iij J 

In the meantime, slie applied to the beadle to know, whether there??' 
was a!iY house in the village, where she could be civilly entertained 
for licf money, and whether she could be permitted to speak to the 
clergyman : ” 

“ Ay. tiy, we’ftc ha* reverend care on theej nnd I tliink,” answ^crod 
the mail of constituted authority, “ that, unless thou answer the Rector 
all the bi^ltcr, we’so spare tby money, and gie thee lodging at the 
parisli charge, young wr>mau." 

** Where am I to go then ? ” said Jc.anie. in some alarm. 

“ Why, I am to take thee to Ilia Ilovercaco, in the first place, to ■ 
ffic an a<HJOimt o* thyscll, and to see thou comena todje a burden upon 
the parish." 

“1 do not w'isli to burden any one," replied Jeanie; "1 have 
enotiirh for iny own wants, and only ivish to got on my journey 
safelv.” 

** Why that’s another matter," replied the beadle, " an if it be true 
— and J think thou dost not look so polrumptious as thy playfellow 
yoTuh‘r — 'riiou W'Ould'it be a mettle lass enow, an thou wert snog and 
snod a bit better. ^ Oomo thou away, then— the Rector is a good 
man." 

** 1“^ that the minister,” said Je.anic, “ who preached. 

** The uiiiii.stor? Lord help tlieo! What Idnd ’o* presbytenan m't 
thou? -Why, Tis the Hector — the Rector's sdl, woman, and there 
idini the like o* him in the comity, nor the four next to it. Come 
awav..-tiway with thoe— we maiinna bide here." . . 

*'■ 1 am sure 1 am very willing iso go to see tlie minister," said 
Jcaiiie; *• for, tlmugh he read to ’ discourse and wore' that surplice, 
as they cull it hero, I canna but think he must be a very worthy 
, OodT-foaring man, to preachy the root of the matter in the way he 
did." ^ , /I ' 

The disappointed rabble, finding that there was like to be no fhrthef c 
I' sport, Imd by this time dispersed, and beanie, with her usual patience^ 
followed her oonscfiuential and surly, but not brutal, qonductot 
towards the rectory. 

Tills ckvical mansion was large und commodious, for ^e living 
waf an cxcelleut one, and the advowsou belonged to a ve^y wealthy fa- 
mily in the neighbourhood, ^ohad usually bred up a son or n^Mw 
^0 the churcli, for the sake of iudaotii^ him, as opimrtunity efitereid, 
matins very comfortable prpviaiou. In this manner the rectory of 
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Willingham hall ahvays been consideiTfl ns a direct and immediate 
appanage of Willingham-hall; arid ns the rich baronet:! tif \vliom the 
latter belonged had usaally a son, or brother>orncp]iew, settled hi the 
living, the utmost care liatl been taken to render their luildtutiou not 
merely respoetabk and commodious, but even diguiiicd tuid imposing. 

^ It was ailuaied about four hundred yartla from the i illa^e,and on a 
rifliug ground which sloped gently upward, covered with small en- 
closurcs, or closes, laid out irregumrly, so that the old oaks aiul eJins, 
which were planted in hedgerows, fell into pel■Bpecti^'e, and were 
l^^ddd together in beautiful iiTcgularity. When they fipproaehod 
nearer to uie]iouse,a Inmdsomo gate- way admitted them into a hmi, 
6i‘ narrow dimeriaious, indeed, but which was iiitersipersed w'itli large 
^Weet-chesnut trees and beeches, and kept in handsome order. The 
front of the house wis irregular. Part of it seemed very oldj and 
had, ill fact, hccii tlio re^ddenc‘c of the iiicutri))ent in Homiyli times. 
Successive occnnaiits had made considtunble addliions and improve- 
ments, each in the taste of his own ago, and without imich regard U» 
syin metry. But these incongruities of arcliil<ictuL o were so graduated 
and hajipily mingled, that the eye, far from being dis»pleiwi^ with the 
combinutifma of various styles, saw nothing but what v;as int erecting 
in the varied and intricate idle which they tU»plnyed. Fruit-treesi 
displayed on the southern wall, outer stnijr-earjes. various places of en- 
trance, a combinitioii of roofs and chimneys ol' diifereiit ages, united 
to render the front, not iudeod beautiful or grand, but intricate, j'Oi- 
ploxcd, or, to use Prices appropriated phrase, picturesque, ^fho 
most considerable addition was tliat of the pixisent Rector, who, 
“ being a bookish uiiin,^^ as the beaillo w as at the pains to inhnuj 
Jennie, to augment, perhaps, her reverence for the person bofore 
whom she was to appeavj had built a Imndsoiue- library and parlour, 
and no less tbau two additional bedrooms. 

“Mony men would hae scrupled such expense,'' contiimcd the 
parocliifJ officer^ “seeiugos the living mun go *us it pleases Sir lOdmund 
to will it ; buthfe Ihfjverence has a canny bit land of his own, and nctcl 
not look on two sides of a penny.” 

Jeanie could not help comparing the irregular yet extensive and 
commodious pile of buUdiiig before her, to the "Maii8e.s,” in lier own 
country, where a set of peuuilous heritors, professing all the wliilc 
the devotion of their lives and fo:5fune3 to the presbyterian esiabiisb- 
ment, strain their inventions to discover what may be iiiiiped, and 
dipped, and pared from a building which forms but a poor accoinmo^ 
dafcion even toar like prcpcnt incumbent, and, despite tlie sU|icrior 
advantage of Btone%nasonry, must, in the course of forty or fifty 
years, again burden their descendants with an expense, w'hich, once 
IQierftily an^ handsomely employed^ ought to ImVe freed their estates 
from n recurrence of it for more than a century at least. 

Behind the Rector’s house the ground slopd dowm to a small river, 
which, without posseasing the romantic vivacity and rapidity yf a 
northern stream, was, nevertheleaa, by its occasional Hppearanco 
thpough'the ranges of willov^ mid poplars that crowned its banks, a 
very pleasing accompaniment to the landscape. ** It was tlio best 
trouting Rtrcam ” said the beadle, whom the patience of Jeanie, and 
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especially ilie assurance tliat slio was not about to b^^comc a burden ‘ 
to the ijnrirth, liad rendered rather communicative, “ ihcbest troutin^ 
stream in all Lincolnshire ; for when you got lower, tlierc was nought 
to be done wi' fly-tisliing.” , ^ 

Turning aside from me pi*incipal entrance* he conducted Jennie 
iowiu'ds a sort of portal connected with the older part of the building, 
whicli was chiefly occupied by servants, and knocking at the door, it 
was opened by a gcn'ant.in grave p«i*ple livery, such as befitted a 
wealthy and dignified clergyman.. 

** How dost do, Tummas ? ” said the beadle-^" and how’s young , 
Meiustor Staunton?” 

** Why, hut poorly— hut poorly, Meaater Stubbs.— Are you wanting 
to vsee his Reverence ? ” 

“ Ay, ay, Tummas ; please to say I ha’ brought up the young 
woman as came to sen-ice to-day with mad Madge Murdockson— she 
seems to be a decentish koind o’ body; but I ba' asked her never a 

J ucstioii. Only 1 can tell his Reverence that she is a Scotchwoman, 
judge, and as flat as the fens of Holland.” 

Tiiinmas honoured Jeanie Deans with such a stare, as the piunpcrcd 
domestics of the rich, whether spiritual or temporal, usually esteem 
it part of their pfiYilege to bestow^ upon the poor, and then desired 
Mr fcJtubJbs and his charge to step in till he informed his master of 
their presence. . • . ** 

The room into whi<jh he showed them w^as a sort of steward’s 
parlour, hung with a county map or two, audiihrcc or four prints of 
eminent persons connected ivith tlie county, as 8ir William Moiison, 
James Yorkllie blacksmith of Lincoln, and the faraons Rorcgrinc, 
Lord Willoughby, in complete armour, looking as when lie said, in 
the words of the legend below the engraving,— 

StanA to it, noble pikmcn, 

And lUoo f 0 well aliouti 
And ehoot yo ftimi-p, bold bormcn, 

Aud wc will keep tbvm out. 
yennisqnctmidtfiUlvcr-iiun, ' ■- 

Po ybtt prove trde to mo, ^ 

IHl )io Uie forctnofit man in Spbt. 

Said bntve Loftl WiUouKbix:e.'' 

When they had entered this apartment, Tnmraaa as a, matter of 
course oflTered, aud os a matter df course Mr j^tubbs accepted, a 
'^summat” to eat and drink, being the respectable lilies of a gammon 
of bacon, and a whole whiskin, or block pot of suflSicJeiit double ale. 
To these, eataldes Mr Beadlo' seriou^y inclined, himself, and ({bi; we 
must do him justice) not without^an iuvitaiioh to Jcaiiio, in which « 
Tummas joined, that hisjpri^ter or cliargc would follow his good 
example. .ButaltlKpugh siac might have stood in need of fefi^eshment, 
considering she Mod no food that day, tho anxiety of the 
moment, her owh Sparing and abstemious habits, sad a bashful 
' avoi’sion to eat in company of tjxo two strangeri induced her to 
u decUne their courtesy. So she sate in a chair apart, While j^t Stubbs * 
'nUd Mr I'uimnas, who had chosen to join his friend m cemisideration 
that dinner was to be put back till after the aftemoou service, made 
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a Ijoarty linjcheoiij Avhicli lasted for half an hoar, and not then 
have coiioJiKleclJIhad not Lis licvcreiiee riin^»*his ])eIl,so that Tfinmijia 
wna ohliffed to attend his master. Then, and no sooner, to save him- 
self the mhour of a second iounioy to the othei* oml of the house, he 
announced to his mjistcT tlie arrivtvl of Mr Stubbs, with the other 
madwoman, as he chose to designate Jeaiiic, as an event winch had 
just taken place. He returned with an order that I^lr Stnbbs and the 
young woman should be instantly ushered up to the library. 

The l)eadJc bolted in haste his la3t mouthful of fat bacon, wash- 
ed down the greasy morsel with the last riusings of the pot of ale, 
and immediately marshalled Jeanic through one or two intricate pas- 
sages which led from the ancient to the more modern buildings, into 
a handsome little hall, or anteroom, adjoining to the libraiy, and out 
of winch a glass door opened to the lawn. 

“ Stay hero/’ said Stubbs, “ till I tell his Kcrcrcncc you arc come." 

So saying, he opened a door and entered the library. 

Without wishing to hear their conversation, Jcanic, as she was cii- 
cuinstariccd, coiddnot avoid it 5 for as Stubbs stood by the door, and 
his Kevcrcucc was at the upper end of a large room, tlieir conversa- 
tion was necessarily audible ui the anteroom. 

So you have brought the young woman here at hist, Mr Stubbs. 
I expected you some tiino since. You know I do not wish such 
persons to remain in custody a moment witliout some inquiry into 
their situation.” ^ 

' “ Very true, your lloverencc," replied the be.adle ; “ but the young 
’woman Lad eat nought to-day, end so Monster Tummas did set down 
a dran of drink and a morsel, to be sure." 

“ Tiioiiias was very right, Mr »Stubb3 5 and what has become of the 
ot] ler most unfortunate oeiiig ?” 

“ Why,” replied Mr Stubbs, “ I did think tlie sight on her would but 
vex your lloveronce, and soa I did let her go her ways back to her 
mother, who is in trouble in tlie next parish.- • 

In trouble l~that signifies in iirison, Isuptwser” said Mr Staunton. 

“ Ay, truly: soni#tliing like it, im it like your Uevcrence.” 

“ XVretcheo, uidiappy, incorrigible woman I” said the elorgyinaii. 
"And what sort of person is this companion of hers ?” 

*• Wily, decent enow, an it like your llevcrcncc,” said Stubbs ; “for 
aught 1 sees of her, there's no hanp of her, and she says she 1ms cash 
enow to carry her out of the coupty." 

- '•Cash! that is always what you tliink Stubbs—But, has she 
sense ?“-bas she her wits?- -has she tlie capacity of taking care of 
herself'-” - • 

“Why, your RcVjrcnce,” replied Stubbs, “ I cannot just Ray-*| 
will be sworn she was not ]»orii at Wltt-hain^^ for Gaffer Gibbs looked 
at her aU tile time of serrice, and he says she could not turn up a 
single lesson like a Christian, even though she Imd Madge Murdock- 
son to help her— Uu then, as <0 fending for horseJl, why, she's a bit 
of a Scotchwoman, yoiu* RcvCTcncc, and they say the worst doiiqot of 

I A proverbial 9ua panning expression in Uxnt couniy, to InUmato Hint a periiou la not 
very clC^v^. 

B 
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. thetn call 3o*>k out for their own turn— aiul b1io’$ doccs^ily put on enow, i 
ami not heelionuehcdlike t’oiher." ■' ^ ^ » 

** Siend lior io ia>ro, then, and do you remain below, Mr Stubbs.” 
This coi]of|uy bud eiigti^fcd Jeaiue's attention so deeply, that it was 
not) until it was over that she observed that Uie sashed door, Web, 
we have said, Jed from the anteroom into the garden, was^ openifed, 
and tlial. tliere entered, or rather was borne in ny two rtasim^ts, a 
youuitj man, of a very pale aiid sickly appearance, l^bom they, lifted 
to the nearest coucli, .and placed there, as if to recoTer from the 
fati;?ue of an unusual exortioru '.Tustas they were making tins 
airaiiffement, Stubbs cnjnc out of the library, and summoned Jcanic 
to enter it. She obeyed him, not without tremor; for, besides the 
novelty of the situation to a girl of her secluded habits, tdte felt also 
as if iho successful prosecuthui of her joum^ was to depend 
impret',.^i<ni she should able to make on Mr Staunton^ 

It i?; tnjy. it was difficult to suppose on wJiat pretext a porROn Iravcd- 
ling on her owm business, and at ner own dhargo, could be iuterrupt- 
ed upon her reuto. But the rioleut detention she had OJreody under- 

f ouo, was fiufficient to show that there existed persiUis at no great 
idtance wlio had ilie interest, the inclination,, and the audacity, for- 
cibly to stop her journey, and sihe felt ueoeiislty of naviutj 
some countenance and protection, sit least tm alic Hhould get beyoiui 
their reach. While tneso things passed through her mind, much 
faster than our pen and ink can recor^l, or even the reader^a eye 
collect the nieaiuug of its traces, Jennie found herself in a liaud- 
aonic library, and hi prt'scnce of ilm Ecefeer of WillinghauL The 
weil-furnishcd presses and shelves which surrounded the large ami 
handsiune apartment, contained more books tlisin Jeaiiie iniagiiicil 
existed iirthe world, being accustomed to consider jis an cxkm.3ive 
coliiM-tiou hvo fa* shelves, each about three feet long, which contained 
her fjiihor's irciisuved Volumes, the whole pith and marrow, as ho used 
V-onriiiiKs to boa.st,*i^f modem divinity. An orrery, globes, a tele- 
.5copc, aiid^oine other scientific implements, conveyed to Joanie an im- 
pjVN.sioij of ailmiriition and wonder not ^udxed with fear ; for in her 
Ignorant appreliension, they seemed rauicr adapted for magical pur- 
poses than any other; and a fetr stuffed Oumiuls (ns ,tlie liector 
was fond of natural history), added to the impressive chariwjtcr of the 
apavtincht . 

^ Mr Btauntou spoke to her with g^eat iidldncs^. . He observed, that, 
withough her appewaucc at diurch hod ' been uatommon, and in 
Ihti ango, and, he must add, discreditable society, and calculated, upon 
the whole, to disturb the cofigregatiou timing -divine wor3h% he 
wished, nevertheless, to hear her own account of liorsolf before twking 
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of poacc, ho informed her, as wgll M a clergyman. « 

**llis honour” (for she w'ould nOfc say EU reverence) “was very 
civil and kind,” was till that jwor Jeanio could at first bring out. 

“ Who are you, young woman?” Brnd^hc clergy mun, more pcrcmp- 
torily-T^^nnd what do you do in this country, and in such company ?— 
Wo allow no Stroud's or vagrants here.” 

1 am not a vugraut or a stroUcr, wr ” said Jcaiiie, a little roused 
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by tljQ sTippopiJmi). "I an) a decent ScoIk lass, tvavollinf? 11iroii<rli 
the laud on )iiy,owu bujsncss and luyowii expt^nsoH; and 1 
UJihapi.)iy as lo f*dl in with hid company, and was ^topped a' nio’lit on 
my jouniey. . Ajid thw^iitr creatai*a) who is somelliin^^ lig’lit-hcudod, 
lei mo oat in t)ic 

fBad companyl” saidtiio cici'gyman. ^ I am afmid. youn^ wonian, 
you have not been sulliciontly aaxioa»io aroid them/' 

“Indeed, sir/' returned Jeatiie, “I have been bi'oug:ht up to shun 
evil commuriiciition. But these wicked people were thieves, and 
stopped me bv violence and mastery/' 

. “ Thieves!^' said Mr Staunton; ^^Ihen you chai*grc them with rob- 
bci^ I suppose?” 

^vlja, fair; they did not take $o much as a boildlc from me/' nnswored 
Jeanie ; “nor did they use me ill,* otherwise than by confmiiifa- me,” 

The demman inquired into the particidai’s of lier adventure, 
which she ti>Id him ftom point to point. 

This is an exti’aordiuary, ana not a very probable tale, youii^* 
woman ” resmn^^Mr Staunton. . ^ Here ]m been, according’ to y oiu- 
aecoun^ a great Violence, committed without any JubMpiate motive. 
Are you avj^are of the law of tins cOunUy— tlnvt if you lodge this 
charge, yott'wiU be bound ovei‘ to prosccule this gang?” 

Jeanie did not uiuWstand Mm, mwl ho wplaiued, that the KugJjVh 
law, in additiorfto t})C iuconvimienco sustained by persons who hii>e 
been robbed or hyured, has the goodness lo intrust to them the cure 
and tlic expense of appearing as prosecul*ws. 

Jeanie said, “that her biiisnoss at London wo-h oxjttoss; all she 
wanted was, that any gentleman w'ould, out of Christian charity, pi'o- 
teet lier to some town where she Could hi)*o horses and a guide; and, 
finally,” slie thought, “it would be her faili0r'« mind that f'die was iiut 
free to give testimony in an English court of justice, ns the land was 
not under a direct ^spel dispensation.” , 

Mr Staimtop stared a little, and asked if her father wai^ n (Jr.aher. 

“ God forbid, ^ Jetinio— .“lie is iiao schematic nor bcclary, 
nor ever treated for jaio Mack commodities as tlieirs, and that's w eel 
kend o’ him/* ^ \ 

“ And what is hi^ tthme, pray ?” €^ul MV Staunton, 

“David Deans, sir, tho.cowceedor at Saint Leonard’s Crags, near 
Edinburgh/' ' * 

A deep groHtifroro aftteroom jm*ev<mted the Rector from rcjily- 
ing, and, exdaimmpj “Good GoSlIimt uplhippy boy!” he IvA Jeanio 
ftlone, and hastened into the outer apm tment. 

Some noiso bustle was heard, but no one eiitercd tlio library 
for best pewt of on hour. 

• 
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ClfAPTEU xxxm. 

F \t>t Htlc pAS Jon*)' ]nA4du)i»it tn twU 
And tltuipo iiu<l tvtnn* onr nil ' 

Oi <^4^ to tin hid vfhitAi woie not hid, 

" Whi( h, nil 1 etiuld not k^oiv 

WhotliO) I sull< iM of T4M, 
ilbr All mm*d intilt, ot* woc $ 

M\ ovin, or othoM, BtUl tho sotnA 
lilic-stldlng fcnr, Aouf-sltdini^ Ahamo, 

COLSBUNWi 

T>( tiiT^fn llio inteml wliQe she was thus left alouc^ JotMuo auilonsly 
io> (ih ( <1 ill her mind wlut course yras best fCr her to |misuo. 81 io 
wiis iin]i iticnt to coiitiinic hor journev, yet she feared she could not 
s.ifc]> .id\(Miture to do so while the old liai? and berassiatnutfi wero%i 
the 111 iiilibourhood^ aithout rishinic a r<^otitioii of their rioltwe. 
She thouj^^ht nhe could culWet from the couTarsatloii whicli ahe'^ad 
P‘uUv omhcoid, and also fiom tho wild confessions of Madjgre Wild- 
fn 0, that her iiiothc i had a deep and rc\cnjjeful motive for ohstriiCtiiiff 
1 h ‘1 joii I lie} if iio'^sible And n om whom could she hope for assistance 
if not fioiii Mr SUuuton? His whole appearance and demiMinour 
ifM mod to encuui Aii^e hot hopes, llis features were hH)dsomc> tiiougii 
nmiked viith a d<*i'p cast of mclanchol.y; hb tone and lanjfnafto w^ie 
jicntle and cncout)i<;im;; and, as he had senecl in the anu> foi sevctal 
} ouis cliirinj) Ids \ outh, his niv retained that easy frankness winch u pc- 
I nliai to till* T» ofesshm of arms. He was^ besides, a minister of Uie pios- 
]h] ; and allliounfha wornhipperjaccoidiu^ to «k\UiivV notions, in the 
com t of tlu^ Hentilcs, and bo {knughtod as to wear aeurplice; althongli 
he 1 end tlie ComnKm leaver, and mote down every word ot his sennon 
licfoie didivcrmg it; ana although he was moreover, iu strength of 
hina*a, as w'cll m pitJi And marrow of doetriue, vastly luforior to iloan- 
01 ^es Stormhe.iven, Jcaiiie still thought he must be a very dilleient 
pi I -son fioni Curate KUtstoupi and other jircJatidhl divines of her 
nitin I’soailiei days, w ho m>od to get drunk in ^h Biinoniealdrcss,nnd 
lioundout tho diagoons against the wandering Cmueroninus. Thehoucio 
t'l^oini.d to l»e in some distui'banee. but as she could not suppose she was 
idtojrothor forgot ten, bhc thought it better to reuiuin quiet lu the a])ni 
niont w lu re she had been loft, till «oum one bhould take notice oi her. 

TIk nrst whoont* rodw<is,tohornobnnilld4ight,otteofhcrowusox, 

fc lnotholly looking .igod person of a housekeeper. To her Jeaiiie 
iiluined tier futuation in a feWwoids, and begges^ her aoftistauce. 
Tile diguitycd'a houitekeeper did not eiicourage thomachfaiuiMarity 
nifli n pordou who wbs at tho lleetory on justice-business, and" whose 
oliai actor might soetti iu her oyes somewhat precaiious j bui she wirn 
ouJL althougli distant, 

•Her young master/' she said, ^ had had a bad oceident by a fall 
from Hs horne, which made him liable fainting fits; he had been 
token si^f} ill Just now, audit Was impossibla his Reverence could sec 
Jeanie for some tune ; but that 4 ic need not fear his doing ali*ihat 
was just and proper iu her bclmlf the instant he could get her business 
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itttondcfl to/'-i^Shc concllulftd ^ ofltenBjnr to show Jqanic a room, 
whore she migiit remaia till his Reverrehce was at loisnre. 

. Our heroine took the opportunity to request the means of adjustinff 
and changinjf her dress. ' ' / 

Tlic lioiisckccpcr, in whoso estimation orderAuddcanliriess ranked 
high among* personal virtaa^ ffladly oompKed with a request so 
reasonable ; and the ohan^eOr uress which Jeanie’s bundle furnibliod 
made so importmit an knproremeht ip her appearance, that the olcl 
lady hardly knew the so^ and disordered traveller, whose attire 
showed the violence shekad sustained, in the neat, clean, quiet-looking 
littJeJScotchwoman^ who now stood before her. Encoin’ag:ed by sueli 
a favourable alteration in her appearance, Mrs Ddton ventiu ed to 
invite Jeanie to partake of hor dinner, and Was equally pleasi&d with 
^10 decent propnety of her eouduct during the meal. 

"Then canst^eau this book, canst thou, youn/iy \voman said (he 
old la#,, when their meal /was concluded, laying^ her hand upon a 
larff© Bible. 

‘*^1 hope sae, madam," said iJeame,. surprised at the question ; iny 
father wad hae wanted mony a thing:, ere I had wanted ihdt 
schuling*." , 

"The better sign of liim.yottug woman.^ There are men here, well 
to pass in the world, would not want their share of a Leicester jdovor, 
and that’s a hacepudding, if fasting for three Lours would make all 
their poor cliildren read the Bible from end to end. Take thou the 
' book, then, for my eyes are something dazed, and read where thou 
' listeat— -it’s the only nook thou caustnot happen wrong in." 

Jeanie was at first t>6mpted to turn no the parable of the good 
Samaritan, hut her conscience checkeefher, as if it were a use of 
Smpture, not for her own edification but to work upon the wind r)f 
others for the relief of her worldly afflictions ; and under this scrupu- 
lous sense of duty, ulie selected, In preference, a chapter of the prophet 
Isaiah, and read it, uotwhhrtandmg her northern accent and tone, 
with a devou* ptcajnbty; i^hicK greatly edified Mrs Palton. 

"Ah," she said, • an ail Sdcitidiwmnen wcresfc as thou !— but it was 
our Juck to get w>rn devils of thy country, I think— eveiy' one worse 
than t’other, /If thou kuolvest of any tidy lass like ‘thyaoll, iliat 
' wantod a place, and could bripga good character, and would not go 
laiking about to wakes and Wore shoes and stockings all the 

day routid— whYjiJPU net say bw we might find room for her at the 
Kectory. Hast to cousm JisterKle^, that such an ofier would 
Buit^” 

This was towmiCQ; A ^ore point, htilt Jeitfile was spared the pain 

of replying by tie; eutrauce of the same nao^einraut »he had seen 
before ' ' ! ' ’ 

" Measilt wwhes to see the young 
Tnmma&’s address. 

^ Go tehls'Aeverence, as fiwt as you can^nd tell him all 

your stmj^hia Roverenee/iS a kind mao," «ud Mra^lPalton. “1 will 
^ fold down die leiwf, and make you A cup,<ff tea, with sotUe nice muffin, 
against you come down, and that’s ti^hat you seldom see in Scotlandi 
girl." 
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Mt^astcr^s waitiu^j for the <yoUE$r Avoman/* said 'Enminas, inij»a- 
licntly. ' '' ' ” 

“ V?eU, Mr Jack-Baiicc, and ifiafc is your businoss io put in your 
ar ?— And bow ofUm must I tc-ll you to call Mr Staunton bU 


and not 
»v> 


be 


diguiiiod clerp^man, 

[m ware a littlu potty pquire 

ready to accompany Tumma^S 
t into tlio p^ag-e, wliea ho 
than one m this bouse, and 


llevorence, seeiujir cfl 
menAtejrinq, Tneasterin^’ hioi) 

As J<*ariio was now at thetl 
the footman said uothinif till 

muttered, "Thei'e are mqe maaU^o UUI^4 Vito 111 Vtiio uvMqvj «iii;u 

1 tliiuk wo shall liavaa mistress too^ m Damo Dalton oaxim it 
tW' 

Turn mas led tlio wav throusk a more intricate rangje of passagfcs 
than Jeanio had yet threaded, and ushered her into, an apartment 
udilrli Nvas darkeiw^tl bjf thedqain^^of nmt of Idio window-shutters, and 
in v/hieb was a bed witlx the dnrtahis |)m*t3T drawn, 

1 1 ere is the youn^^ woniarx,;sir,? said 1 limmas. 

“ Very well," said a yoice from the bod, but not that of hisBe^- 
riM) /o ; be ready to answer Ihe bell, and leave the rdom:” “ ' ' 
There ia wune mistake^” eaid Jeanio, caufoundoiat findinpr herself 
ill the apartment an invalid tlic servant. t<dd me that thUd 
winistcr—^ — *' ' , ' . 

1 )oa’t trouble yourself," said the invalid, there is no^ hnstajee. 1 
know more of your adtiirs than my lather, and 1 Aon managfO tlmui 

lfcetter,'--Leave Uie room, Tom." The Bomnt obeyed “ We must 

not," said the invalid, lose time, when we have little to lose. Open 
the shutters of window." 

did so, mxd, as he drew ^de ihe curtain of his bed, tbo light 
foil on Ilia pnlo coiintenane^^i^ turban’d -with bandages, and dressed 
in a inglit-govvn, hc layi wmitoy exjiawslcd, upon the, bed* 

*''^ook ut mo," Imscddy *^^aaie Deans; can you not recolleet 
me?" . : v. ^ , 

** I was never in tide country 

irs, < Think— ruviollidctr I, should 
ino0 dearly bound to lohUie and 


•‘But I may have 
faint did 1 name the 'name . 
to detest. Think— remmnbcrl" 

^ ternble rccoUection fitted on Jeanie, which every tone of the 
Iker conlnncd, and wh^ his nex^t words rendered certain|^. 
‘^'^coinpeM— rmnemb^ thiim, and the moonlight 

Jeanio sunk down on a chair, with clasped hands/and gaspe^ in 
agony. ' ’ . ' 

y es, here I ile," he smd, like ,« eiMed sfiake, writhing with 

impationce r -- ‘ ^ ‘ 

have been i 

dearer to me than _ 

her? — eojMlenmed to death, I know it, fey this timel D, ^bo Jjfot^ 
Umt vaitiod m^fcvafely on a thouHand er^nds of folly and wKSkedaess, 
timt he should hove Woke dow’n adtli mp pn the only good misaion I 
U;rvc undertaken for yt*iU‘a! Hut I must .rdn in my pasailoa— my 
iViime camnot endure and 1 have much to say. Give m^smbe « 


“ Ko. sur," said shpilhll, 
before.* ' 
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tlio cordial v. WjjJi stands on that table. Why do you trcmbio ? But 
you have too ^ood wmse.— l^ct it standr^I't^eed it not.” 

Jeaiiic, however reluctant approachedf^lxim with tne <mi) into 
Trhicli she lind poured tlie arauglii,^ and coudd not ^l!l)ear saying, 
There is a cordial for the niiiuv if the wicked will turn from 
ihoir transgressions, and sOck to the PnyBieian of • 

“ Silence ! ” he said sternly—" and yet I ll^ani you. But tell me, 
and lose no time in doing so, vhai yoo iM*e doing in this country^ 
Kcincrober, though 1 have been yotrr Mst^s worst enemy, yet I will 
serve lier with the best of my blood, and I will serve you mr her sake ; 
and no one can sene you to such purpose, for no one can know the 
circumstances so woU-^rq speak witbout fear.” ^ 

" 1 am nbt afraid, sir,” said Jeanie, colleotn^ her sjaritH. “ I trust 
in God; and if it jdcasea Him to.redcfsm.my sister's (iptJvity, it is aM 
I seek, wln^soover be the insirTimeht to be jnaiii with you, 

I da|;^4ot urc your counsel, tmlesa I were enabled to see that it 
pCgilPKth the law which 1 must rely upoh.” 

devil take the puritan!*^ cried George Btaunton, for so wc 
hiuBt now call hm— "I beg your pardon; but I am naturally 
inipaticmt, and ^ou drive me modi What barm <j^n it possibly do to 
tell me in what situation your sister stands, and ydur own expectations 
of being able to assist her ? . Iti is time eiiougli to refuse my advice 
when X offer anyljrluch you may think: improper. I speak calmly to 
you, tbougli Tis against my nature; but donT urge mo to impatience 
—it will only render me incapable of serving Ellie." 

There w a^i in the looks and words of to unhappy young mart a 
sort, of restrained ortgerness and inipetuflsity which seemed to jwey 
upon itself, a» the impatience of a IkW steed fatigues itself with 
eburning u^n the bit. After a moment^ consideration, it occuned 
to Jeanie that she was not entitled to witool<l &*om him, whether on 
her sister’s account or her own, tlie :^tal accoujit ®f the consequenceH 
of the crime which he haadcominitte^ nisr to reject such advice, being 
in itself lawIhlaniLihnoccnk as he might be able to suggest in the 
way of remedy. Ascordinglys in kis Jew Words ah slic could express it, 
she toUd .^c history of her sfiteifs trW and condemnatioti, end of her 
(>wn journey as far as Newark. He appeared to Ksto ^he utmost 
agony of mind, yet repreased eveiy vic^nt symptom of emotion, 
whether by gesture or soTjui^, w^ch .xhlght have inteirupted the 
speaker^ and, stretched on hi^ ^ch likctlie Mexican Monarch on his 
bed of hre coal|, only the contortions of bis cheek, apd flic quivering 
of his limbs, gave indication of Imi sufjpringa. To much of what she 
said he listeiKHi with stifled ^oans, as if he were only hearing tliose 
piiseries confirmed, whose xatol reality he liod known befoixi;^ but 
WhOn she mursuod her tale through to cireumstnneos winch bad 
interrupter her journey, ^ttomesuirprS^^ and eanu^st attention ap- 
peared aueccod. to the i^ptoms of remorse wliicb he bad before 
cxbMted. Hequestionca Jeauie closely concerning the uppcarnnce 
of the two men, and tlio eoftvcrwktion wbicli shc%ad overlfCOT 
between the tidier of them and the woman. 

When Jeanie mentioned the old woman having alhuk-d to her 
foster-aon — It is loo true,” he said ; “ and ibc somos from which 1 
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deritcdfood, wnon an infant, must have cwmnunifatod to mo the 
wretched— 'the fated— propensity to vices that were strangers in my 
-own fhmily,— But po on/^ 

Jeanie passed slightly over her ioumey in eoinnany with Madiro, 
having no inclination to repeat wlw.t might be tiie eflect of mer<3 
raving on the part of her companion, and therefore her talc was now 
closed. 

Young Staunton lay for a moment in profound meditation, and at 
length spoke with more composure tlian ne had yet displayed during 
their interview . — ^ You are a sensible, as well as a good young Avoraun, 
Jeanie Deans, and I will tell you more of my story than I have told 
to any one. — ^Btory did I call it?— it is a tissue of folly, guilt, and 
jpiscry.— But take notice— I do it because I desire your coufidence in 
return— tlmt is, that you will act in this dismal matter by my advice 
and direction. Therefore do I speak.** 

^ “ I will do what is fitting for a sister, and a daughter, and a Chris- 
tian Avoman to do,” said Jeanie; **but do not tell mo any bf.your 
secrets.— It is not good that I should come into-youi* counsel, or listen 
to the doctrine which* canseth to err.” , 

" Simple fool ! ” said the young man. *‘Look at me. My head is 
not horned* my foot is not cloven, my hands are not garnisned with 
talons ; and, since I am not the very devil lumself, what interest can 
any one else have in destroying the hopes with which you comfort or 
fool yourself? Listen to me patiently, and you will find that, when 
you have heard my counsel, you may go to the seventh heaven witji it 
m your pocket, if you have a mind, and not feel yourself an ounce 
heavier in the ascent." # 

At the risk of being somewhat heavy, as explanations usually prove, 
w'e must here endeavour to combine into a distinct nannlive, infiir- 
mntion which the invalid communicated in a maimer at once too cir- 
cumstantial, and tcfb^much broken by passion, to ndmit of our giving 
his precise words, l^art of it, indeed, he read from amanuficript, 
wlucri he had perhaps drawn up for the informatiem of his relations 
after his decease. 

“To make my tale short- this wretched hag— this Margaret Mur- 
dockflon, was the wife of a favourite servant of my father— she had 
twaen my nurse— her husband was dead— she resided in a cottage near 
this plttce-^she had a daughter whogreW up, and was then a beautiful 
anit very giddy girl; her mother endeavoured to promote her mar- 
nriage with an old and wealthy churl in tlie neighboufiiood— the girl 
saw me frequently — She was cfamiliar with me, as our connection 
seemed to permit— and I— in a word, I wroiiged*her cruelly— It Avas 
not HO bad as your sister’s business, but it was sufficiently villainous— 
hn folly should have been her protection. Soon after thiss I was sent 
abrewd— l o do my father justice, if I have turned out a fiend it is 
not his fault— he used the best means. When I returned, I found 
the y^ched ipothcr and daughter had fallen into disgrace, and were 
chased from this couhtnr. — My deep shore in their shame and misery 
was discovered— my father used very harsh longufige— we quaryelleti. 
I left his house, and led a life of stronge adveutture, reaoliiDg never 
^agmn to see my father or my father’s heme. 


rm nEAjjt of mid-j-ootak. 
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^r.d now dpmoft the. Bt©J 7 1— Joonie, I put my life into yonr lianclfi, 
and not only my ow^ life, winch. Oodl knows, is not worth saviuff, 
hut tlic happiness of a tespeetiiblc old man, and tlie honour of a family 
of consideration. My love of low socieiy, as such propensities as I 
was cursed with nro usually termed. was» 1 think, of au uncommou 
kind, and indicated a nature wMimi if not depraved by early de- 
bauchery, would have been fit for better thing's. 1 did not so much 
deliffht in the wild revel,^the low humour, the nuconfiaed .liberty of 
those with whom 1 associated, as in the spiiit of adventure, presence 
of mind in perih and slmrpness of intellect which they displayed in 
prosecuting Uieir maraudings upon tho, revenue, or simw adventures. 

Have you looked round this rectory?— is it not a sweet, and 

pleasant retreat ? " , , 

Jeanie, alaiiucd at this sudden change of subject, replied in ilTe 
affirmative, 

"Well! I wish it bad been ten thousand fathoms under giound, 
with its cburchdands and tithes, and all that belongs to it.— Had it 
not been for this cursed rectory, I AotiW have been permitted to fol- 
low tho bent of my own inclinations and the nrofessjon of arms, and 
half the courage and address tliat { have displayed among smugglers 
and doer>6tealcrs w'ould have secured me an honourable rank among 
my contemporaries* , Wliv did J not go ab'oad when i left this house 1 
—Why did! IcIVe it at all I-.-why— But it came to that point with me 
that it is madness to look back, and misery to look forward 1 
lie paused, and then proceeded with more composure. 

" The chances of a wandering life brought me unhappily to Scot- 
land, to embroil myself in worse and more criminal actions tlian 1 had 
yet been concerned in. It was now I became acquainted with Wilson, 
a remarkable man in his station of life i quiet, competed, and resolute, 
firm in mind, and uncommonly strong in p^son, gifted with a sort 
of rough eloquence which raised liim above his«ompanions. llitlicrto 
1 had been 

J As dissolute fls desperate, yet tUronsh ^otb 
wore seim some aparlUes of a better hope.' 

But it was this man’s misfortune, os well as mine, that, notwithstand- 
ing tbo difference of our rank and education, he acquired an extraor- 
dinary and fascinating influence over me, which 1 can only account 
for by the calm determination of bis character being Bm)erior to the 
less sustained impetuosity of mine. Where he led I felt myself 
bound to follow ; and strange was tlie courage and address wbicli bo 
displayed in Ins pursuits. While 1 nms. engaged in desperate adven- 
tures, under so sttiange and dangevoua a preceptor, 1 became ac- 
quainted with your uufoHunate sister at some sports of tlie young 
people iiythe submbs, which she frequented by stealth— and her ruin 
proved an interlude to the tragic seencs in wbidi I was now deeply 
engaged. Yet this let me say«-.tbe villainy was not premeditated,, 
^iindlwas firmly resolved to do her all the justice which marriage 
c^ld do, so soon as 1 should bo able to extricate myself from my 
unhappy course oflifi^aud oxnbrace some one more suited to my 
birth: 1 bad wild visions— visions of conducting her as if to some 
poor retreat, and introducing her at once to rai& mid fortune she 
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nrvcr dreamt of. A Cnoml, ot my romidet, attomptod a iioiyotiation 
with m &ther^ which wa» protrattcl for some Imn, nud renewed 
at dSflffrcftt intertalti. At Icngtli, and just wh<ii 1 expected my 
father^e pardon^ he learned hy wimo moans or other wy infamy, 
painiod Ikpvcn mcag’^rerated eolonrs, which wa«, Cted knows, un- 
necessary ^ Ho wrotji me a iettor^how it found me oul, 1 know not 
^pnoBwniff me a sum of nwmae^j and djaownin^ mo ior e\or, I ho- 
eamo debporatcU I heoame frantic^ r^dy jomed Wilson m n ncril- 
o(is smutf^fUna odventUTO in which we miwarried, and naa wiuin^rly 
bl/ndod b> Ills lo^ylo to ewi tbo robbdry of tho officer irf tlio cu4- 
ioms in Fife as a fair and nonourablo repttsal. Hitherto 1 had ob- 
sen ed a certain lino in my criminality, and stood free of assaults upon 
]>orsojml property, but now I felt a wild pleasure in dBgracmgmybclf 
£w niu^'h as possiblo. 

“ The plundot wati no object to mo. 1 ab^indoned that lo m ct^ 
rndt's, and only asked the post of dan^ier I romembor welh imm 
Mhen I •>tood s^iih my dranm swoid guarding the door while they 
( < inuiiti tsi the felony, 1 had not a thou^t of my own safety, 1 was 
nitditatinjf on my «»en«e of supposed wrong from my family, my 
impotent tldrst ot vene^nee. an<ppw it would sound in the hauglity 
oais ot the famil> ol Wiilingliam, i&atM}nc od* their deseciidants, and 
fbc })( ir-apparcnt of their honours, should perish by the hands of the 
Imngnuu lor robbing a Scottish gauger of a sum i^)t equal to one 
fifth part of the montw I had in my pocket-book. We wcic taken— 
1 expected no less, we were eondemnod— that oho I looked toi, 
liut Death, as bf* apuioochcd nearer, looked grimly; and the n (ol 
Itoidot) of >0111 sisters destitute comluiiQn dotoi mined me on an 
lo sale Tn> hfe.- Ifoiget to tell you, that in Edinbnigh I again nut 
the Monuin hlurdockbon and her daughWi She bad loUowed the 
puinp wJion >oung, and hsd now, und^ pretence of a triiiing traffic, 
1 (suwed jiredotoi^ haliits, with which she hatl alreadj^becn too fami- 
Jiai Oui tlrst meeting was stormy $ but X a as Ifberal of whnt money 
r li.id, and she forgot, or seemed to forgot, the ny^ry her daughter 
h.idiccc]Ted. The unfortunate girl herself seenfcdnardQy even to 
know her sedueer, £nr less to retain any sense of the injury slio hod 
loctived, Her mind is totiJIy alienated, which, aoeordi^ to her 
m(>iUer*a aixiouut, is sometimes the oonsoquence of au unfavourable 
Odunuomeut* But it was my didny. Here was another stone kuit- 
U4 roLiml my nock to sink me into the |dt of perdiUon. Every look 
— eveiy word of this poor creature— -her Isise spirits— her imperftiot 
locolJections-'licr ailuhions to things which she had forffotten, but 
^hich were reemfdod in my coni^cionoe, were stabs/ f a ponlbyd— stabs 
■ ii I sa> ? > they were ti^ai'uig with hot pincers, and scolding tlie mw 
■md with burning sulphur'-^hcy were to bo endured, however, and 
ir u endured. -I return to my pusoii Ihoughts. ^ 

** U vnw not tlio leiipt mi'^orablo of them that your sister’s time ap- 
pCniiibciL ) know her dread of jou and of her father^ often 
mud would die a thousand deatha ere > ou sin »uld know her shame— 
yet tier confinement must lie provided for I know this w'oman Mur- 
doekiion Wiia an infctnal bag, but I fought she loved me, and that 
(tmmoy would make her tiue. She bad procured a file foi Wilson* 
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™?id B 8pt?n!^-^aw for me; UDd slie undertook readily to take ol;arffc 
IPoflCffip duntijpf ]|rr illness in which eho had sikill enough to givo the 
nece'^snry nA.siBtauce, I gave her the money which my father nail sent 
me. Tt wftA settled llmt she aliould rdeetro &fiio into her liouso in 
the meantime^ and wait for farther direetione from |ne» when 1 bhoiild 
^ effect my escape. I communicated tliis purnosei and recommended 
'' the old hag to poor Edie. by a letten iu which 1 recollect by tlmf 1 em 
deavmired toisimnoi't the character of Maehoath nntder eoudemnation 
—a dnci gay, hold faced ruAiah, who is game to the last. Sncht aud bo 


ay, hold faced ruAiah, who is game to the last. Sncht aud bo 
r poor was my ambition ! Yet 1 hM resolvod to foisake the 


'\V 1 ndies. I had still a considerable sum of money len^ and I trusted 
to bo able* in one way (U* other, to provide for myself and my wife. 

^ Wc made the attempt to C'tcapo, and by the obstinacy of Wilson, 
who insistod noon going first, it Mmy miscarried. The imdaunted 
and self-denied maimer iu which ho sacrificed himsmlf to redeem his 


error, and accomnlidh my oscaj»e from f ho Tolbooth Church, you must 
ha\e heard o£-*ell Scotland raug with it. Jt was a gallant and oxtra- 
oidiwary deed— all ineu snoke of it^all men, even those wlio most 
condemned the habits and crimes of this self-devoted man, nrai^ed 
the hcrolbm of liis friendship. I liave many vices, but cowavuiee, or 
[ w<mt of gratitude^ai'e none of the number. I resolved to requifo his 
I generosif V, and even your Bister’s safety bocamc a seooiidary consider- 
Lnli<m with mo for the time. To etfeot Wilson's libcraliou was my 
^piiiK ipal object, and I dottUted not to. find the means. 

“ Yet 1 did not forget liflie neither. The 1>lood*houndfl of the lew 
were so dose after me, that 1 dared not trust myself near any of my 
^oJd liHunts, but old hlnrdoekosu met roe by appointment, and in- 
formed me that your sister had htit>pily been delivered of a boy. I 
ehar^‘‘od the Iwg to keep her patient’s mind easy, and lot her wont for 
notbmg that tooney could purchase, and X rotimted to Fife, whore, 
among iny old asHodates of Wilson’s gang, I hid my«clf in tho'sc 
places of eoncoaltBcnt where the men on/^ged in that desperate 
trade are used to find security for themselves and their nncuBiome<l 
goods. Men who ate disobedient both to human and dhinc laws are 
tiot always insensible to the ola^s of courage and gonerwity. W© 
were assuvod that fho mob of Edinburgh, strongly moved vkh the 
hardship of Wuson’s MtugUon, end thu gallantry of bis ccmduct^ would 
back any bold attempt that might bo made to rescue him even from 
the foot of the gil^bel . I>es})eFate aa the attempt beemed, upon my 
declaring myscu ready to lead the on^ot on the guanh ^ found no 
^want of followers vAlo engaged to stand by roe, and returned to 
1joih?an» Boon followed by some steady asBorUtos, prepared to act, 
r whenevor the oocusfun nfighi require. 

1 have no doubt 1 sliould Uaye rescued him from the very nooso 
that dangled over his head,” he contiuued with animation, which 
>ei med a fiu^h of the interest which he bail taken in such exploits ; 
bub amongst other precautions, the magistrates luid taken one, sug- 
' gcfttedt a« we aflorwardi* loiMmad, by the unha^y wretth Portoous^ 
whicU effectually di^eoMcerted iny mcasuim They nutichtfited, by 
I half ail hour, the ordinary period for execution; and, »» it had boon 
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rowlvotl amon^t uwj that, for fear of observation from tbo oflicorJlJ 
of juslico, wo sUoidd not show ourselves upon the Rliv<'t iiniil Iho timoR 
of actum approached, it followed^ that all was over before our attiMopt I 
at a rescue commenced. It <Md commence, however, nnd 1 fi:.ilined 
the scaffold and cut the rope with my own hand, U was too Lite I, 
iHio hold, stout-hearted, ^nerous criminal was no moro— and ven-*/ 
woan^o was all that remained to us- 4 i vcn^anco, as T then tht)ii£rhf, 
doubly due from my hand, to whom Wilson had adven life and liberty 
when ho could as easily hovo Hocured his own.*^ 

“0, sir,” said Jeanic— “did the Scripture never come into ;oiir 
mind, ‘ Vcngeonce is mine, and I will reW it 

“ Horipturo I Why, I had not oijencd a Bihlo for five years,” answer- 
ed Staunton. 

“ Woe’s me, sirs ” said Jeanie — ** and a minwler's son too !” 

“ It is natural for you to say so ; yet do not interrupt me, but h‘l 
me finish my most aeeurtted history. Tlie beast, l^ortcous, who kej»t 
fiihifir on the people lonpr after it nad ceased to be necessary, henuno 
tlie object of their hatred for havinff overdone his duty, and of mine 
for hiiiiJff done it too well We— that is, I and the other detei nun(‘d 
friends of Wilson, resolved to 1)0 avcnjycd- hut oauliou was mTossm i . 

I thnuflfht 1 had beeu marked by one of the officers, and thcicfon* 
continued to link about the vicinity of Kdinburffh, but without darini; 
to venture within the walls. At Jeuffth I visiteiij nt the lumud of in> 
life, tlie pl.ire whore 1 lioped to find my future wife and my hou— they 
VI ere both ftonc. Dame Murdockson inlbnued me, that so boon, a j 
Kffie heard of the miseoiTiaife of the attempt to roseno Wilson, mul^ 
the hot pursuit after me, she fell into a brain fever; and that beuii;: 
one day obliged to pjo out on some nctessary business and leave litr 
alone, she had taken that opportunity to escape, ami t-lio had not seen 
lierbinee, I loade<l her with reproaches, to which she listened with 
the most provokht^and callous composure; for it is one of her attii- 
biitos, that, violent dlid fierce as she is upoji most occasions, theiean‘ 
some in which bhe shows the most imperturbable calmness. I tin ent- 
oned her with iubtice; she said J had moro reasoifto fea’* justice tb.in 
she had. 1 felt she was light, and was Hilenccd. I threatened her 
with vengeance: she replied in nearly thp same words, that, to judge^ 
by injniies received, t had more reason to ffear her vengeance, than 
Hie to dread mine. She was again right ; and I was left without an 
answer. 1 flung myself from hcivin indignation, and emplr)}ed a 
comrade to make Inquiry in the ueighbourliood of Saint I^eonardN 
concerning 3 our sister; but erolremved his answer, the opening 
quest of a wen«aepntod terrief of the law drove jjc fr^m the vicinity , 
ot Edinlmrgli, to a more distant and secluded mace of concealment. , 
A secret and tnisty emisiaty at length brought me the account of 
Portoou«t’s condemnation, and of your sisters imprihodraent on a 
erirninal charge ; thus astounding one of mine ears, wlulc he grali- 
liod the other. 

“ JL again ventured to tlic Plcasance—ngain charged Murdockson 
with treacliery to the unfortunate Eflie and ncr diild, though I could 
conceive no reason, save that of appropriating the whole of ilicmouey 
1 had lodged with her* Your nasi'ativc tlirows light on this, aud shows 
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^anothor motive, not less powei'fUl beeause les^ evidenW-thc desire of 
L wrcakiijgr veng:ejince on se^uc^r of hist dai^iter,-i-Llie destroyer 
' at once of her reason and rcpttjtatioji* Oroat Cfpdl how I wish that, 

; iiistoad of the reveii^rti lilid choie^ Of^ had delivered me up 
to the cord!” ' * 

But what account didihe wretched vo^m ffite of Kfiie and .tlie 
said dednfe, who, during Uiis Idnj^ andT^tatingr iiarrtitive, 
had firmness and diBC(^mei^ euoug^h to keep her on such points 
03 mmht throw liglitrmim* sister’s miafdrtiinds^^ . ^ 

** she would j^ivc none»" SaidStanntonj.^sIm wucT&emotiierjn^ 

, -n mooiiDfflit flitting from her hous^ wifli ^ infant in her arms—, 
r that she had never seen ^ther of them dnee— -that Uie lass might 
Imre thrown the child ii%o the Hprth L0ch dr the Quarry Holes for 
what site knew, and it was like eliopgh dielhad.d<^e so/' 

"And how came youto beheve that sfife did not speak the fatal 
truth?” said Jeanie fremhlittg. • 

" Because, on this second occasional saw her daughleTi and I under- 
3tood from her, that in fact, Ihe child had been remorodor destroyed 
during the illness of t]m mother^ ^ But all knowledge to bo got fiiom 
.her is so uncertain hnd indired^ that leotild not collect any fai-ther 
circumstances. Only the diabemoad charaeter of oldif.Mui'docksoii 
makes me aiigur the worst.** r * 

" The last accoi^t agrees with that given 1^. my poor sister,” said 
Jeanie, " hut gang on wi' your ain tale, sir/' 

K " Of tliis I am certain,” said Staunton, " that in her senses, 
,ll^id with her knowledge, never imured Eying creattn'e— But what 
|cduld r do in her exempation ?--dSl 0 thing--ana, tlherefore, my whole 
thoughts wpre turned toward her safety. I was undei* the cursed 
necessity of ' supm'essing uiV feelings towards ; my life 

wjiaintne hag’s liaud—that reared not for; but on' my ffle hung Uiat 
of your sister. I spoke the wretch fair ; I appeared toiooiifldo in Imr : . 
and to me, so far as 1 was personally concerned,^ &e gave proofs: of ' 
! crtraordiiiai'y fidelity* I was at first uncertain what mctmures I ought 
to adopt for your sixer’s liberation, wlmn the general rage excited 
among the citizens of Edinbut^h on account ox the reprieve of Por- 
leous^ suggested to me the dciTing iden of fweing the jail, and at once 

S lug off your sister 'from,llm4ut<dma of and-hringing to 

gn punishment a miserCtiinV who had tormented the unfortunate 
Wilson, even in the hopr of dPath, if hehadbeen a wild Indian taken 

I (^apUve an hostile 1 flmigniyaeff amdn^^he rtmltitudc in tlie 
moment of fermentaUtm^xo among wBsou’s mates, who 

hftd, !like ihe, be^ their eyes 

with PDrteousVexec&tfeu. ;M was <Wgamaed^ was chosen for 
Ihe^copUdD. 1 lelt not,^ do not now feel, pompuhetidn fov what \Yas 
fto be aone «id has since bean executed**' . „ 

I ^*0, God forgive Je, tdr, a»d bnng ye. to a better sense of your 
I ways!” exdainmd'6^m iu hoxfor>^^ the avowal of such violent, 
I sentinients, * ^ • 

M *Amen,^' replied ^unton, "if my 'S^timeuls 8X0^ wrong. But I 
I repeat, .mtlmugh wilBn;* to aid the dp^ I doifM have wished 
lifthem toliaye ehasannuothqr leader ; becaui^ X foresaw that thegreat 
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and ffoneral duty 6t tUo niglii woulJ ii tcrforo with the asswtauco 
vliich 1 proposed to rend<^r Efftc I ji^.ive a commi^-Mon, h(»wev(*r, to 
a trustv mrnd to protect licr \o a i»lacc of satolj, so soon the fatal 
pi ocession had left llic jail. But f i>r uo pei suasions wliioli 1 could use 
in the hufiy of the nmmeut* oi whicli ms c«Mnrado cmjjloycd at more 
length, after the mob had taken a different direction, could the 
tinfertunaie ffirl bo nrev&iled tipon to leave the prison. Jlis arp:u-fc 
ments wcie m wastcCl upon the mfatuatod victim, and he was obli^<Ml 
to leave her in order to attdnd to his own bofety. Such hn 
account; but, perliie^a, ho persevered less steadily m Ms attempt to 
persuade her than I would have done." 

**Kffle was tight to remsdn*" said Jeanie; ^*aud 1 love her the^ 
better for it " 

Why will you say so ?" said Staunton. 

“ You cannot understand my reasons, sir, if 1 should render (hem/ 
answered Jeaiiic, composedly ; ** they that thirst for the blood ol* tin | 
enemies have no taste for the well-spring of life." i 

“ My hopes," said Staunton, were thu8»a second time disajipointed 
My next eft'orts were to bring her through her trial by means o 
yourself. How I urged it, and wlicrtv you cannot have forgotten J 
do not blame you for your refhsal ; it was founded, I am convince d, on 
])nuciplc, ana not on indifference to your sister^s flute For mo, 
judge of me a> a man frantic; I knew not wlmt littnd to tinn to, .md 
uU my efforts unavailing. In this condition, mid c lo^e besel on 
all hides, 1 tluiught of wluit might bo done by means of my family, mul^* 
their influence 1 lied from Scotland— I i cached this place— m>, 
miserably wasted ami unhappy apnearamc piocured me from iriy 
father that M^dou, which a parent finds it so h'lid to refuse, even to 
the most uBsening son. Aud hero I have awaited in anguish of 
iiirnd, vvlj^Hjp coriaemnod criminal might cuvy, the event of yoiii 

“ WituHBSking any steps for her relief?" said Joanic. 

To tlie^pt 1 hoped her case might terminate more favourahh ; 
and it is only two days since Uiat the fatal tidings reached me. 
resolution was instantly taken. I mounted my bcht hois<* witli the pm - 
j)ose of making the utmost haste to London, and fheie comnomiuiii*^ 
witli Sir Robert Walpole for your Sister's safeh, by burrciuleimg to 
him, m the person Of the hcii of the family of Willingham, the nolti 
nous George Hoberfson, the accomplice of Wilson, the breaker of tin 
Tolbooth jirison, and the welUknown leader of the FOfteous mob " 

" Kut would that saio my sister?" said Jcanic, in astom&hment. 

‘‘ It would, as I should drK e my twirgiun ” said 'Staunton. ^ Quceii't 
love revenge as woU as their subjecte— Little as you seem to estee^i 
it, it is a poison which pleases all indates, fiom the prince to tuo 
peasant. Prime ministers love no less the iiowcr of gruttifying sovci' 
reigns by gi*atifying their passions.— The life of an obscure village 
girl ? Why, I might ask the best of tlie erown^jcwols for laying tno 
. head of such nii insolent conspiracy at the fbot of her majesty, sdth a 
• certainty of being gratified. All my other plan ^ have faded, but tLfs 
» could uot^lleiiven ia just, however, and would not honour. me witJ^ 
making this voluutaiy atonement for the injury I Lavo d«>nc your 
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feifltrr. I had not rode ten miles, when mj Iicmie, the best mid most 
Buro-footcd aniiml iii tliis country, foU with me en a level niece of 
road, as if he had been struck by a cannon-shot. 1 was ffieatiy hurt, 
and was brought back hero in the e^mdition in which you now see me,” 

As joung Staunton hud come to tlie conclusion, the Bmant opened 
the door, and, with a voice which seemed hitended rather for a^lg^nol, 
than merely the anuounciug: of a visi^ said, “Ilia Kevereuce, sir, is 
comiiiif un-stiiirs to wait upon you.” 

“For God's sake Wde yourself, Jeanio,” exclaimed Staunton, “in 
^ that dressinff-closet ! ** 

“ No, '>ir,^said Jennie ; “ as 1 am hero for nae ill, I cannn tako the 
shame of ludinj^ mysell frae the master o* the hotxse.” 

“ But, ffood lleaYens 1 ” cxdiilmed dotage Staunton, ^ do but eon- 
skier — - 

Kre he could complete the sentence his father eutered the apart- 
mont. 


CnAPTER xxxrv. 

And now will pardon, cmnfPrt, Uiulno^f, draw 
3'oatli from yl( e ? ivlll kpzunt]& duty, law ? 

I Jbajiic arose from her scat, and made her quiet reverence, when 
the elder Mr Staunton entered tlie apartment. His astouLhment 
wa.s extreme at tinding' his son in such Company. 

“I iKjreeive, raacUm, 1 hare made a mistake rospectfnp you, and 
oupht to have lefl tlie task of interro^tinff you, and of ri)?^htin;r }()iir 
wron^rs, to this young man, witli whom, doubtle&s, jou have been Jur- 
nierly acquainted.” • • 

“It’s uuivitling on my p^ that 1 am here,” said Jeanio; “the 
servant told me mi master wished to speak with me.” 

“ There goes the purple coat over mv cars,” murmured Tiimmas. 
“I> — n her, why must sue needs speak tlio truth, when she could have 
^as well said nnythinff dso she had a mind? ” 

“ George ” said Mr Staunton, “ if yon ore btill— as you harp ever 
been—lost to ail self-respect, ypu might at least have spared your 
father, aud your father's honse, such a disgracelVil scene as this.” 

“ Upon my life— upon my soHil, sir I ” said George, throwing his feet 
over the side of the nod, and star^ from hiS recumbent posture. 
“Your life, sir ! ’’^interrupted his father, with melancholy j^kam essai 
What sort of life has it been ?»pT our soul I alas ! what r(ij||wavd 
you ever mid to it ? Tako care to reform both ere ofTcring nllR: al|| 
pledges or your sincerity.” , ' * 

“ On my honour, air, you do me wrong,” answered George Staun- 
ton ; “ t liave been all that you can call mo that's bad, but in thq pre- 
j bent iustanco you do me iiyustice. By my honour you do ! ” 

Ypur honour ! ” said his father, and turned from hhn, with a look 
of the most dphraiding contempt, to Jeanie. “From you, young 
woman, 1 neither ask nor expect any cxplauatibii ; but as a fhther 
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alike and as a clorg> man, I rci^ucst your dopartm*c from this liouse. If 
youi- romantic stoty has been other tharU a pretext tj find admiaBion 
into it (which, from the faociciy in wliieh }OU first appeared, 1 may be 
permitted to doubt), you will lliid a justice ofjmaco witliin two miles, 
with whom, more piopcrly than with me, }oti may lodg'e your com- 
plaint/' 

“ This shall not be," said George Staunton, starting up to liia feet. 

" Sir, j oil are naturally kind and humanc-^you shall not become cruel 
and inhospitable on my account. Turn out that eaves-dropping rascal," 
])oii}tiug to Thomas, ** and get what hartshorn drops, or what better 
lecoipt you have against muting, and 1 will explain to you in two 
wordb ibe connection betwixt this young woman and me. She shall 
not lo<ic her fair cbai^acter through mo. 1 have done too much inK- 
ehiof to her family already, and i know too well what belongs to the 
loss of fame," 

“Loa\o the rooim sir," said the Hector to the servant; and when 
tlie man liad obeyed, he carefully shut tlie door behind him. Then 
nddresbing Ids son, he said sternly, “ Now, sir, what new proof of your 
infamy have you to impart to me ? " 

Young Btaunton was about to speak, but it was one of those mo- 
lueuts vmen tiidso who, like Jeauie Deans, possess the advant^c of a 
steady courage and uuruified temper, cun assume the superiority over 
more ai'dent hut less determined spirits. 

6lr," siie said to the elder Btaunton, yc have an undoubted ii^ht 
to ask your ain son to i eiulcr a reason of his conduct. But respectnig 
me, I am but a wayfaring traveller, noways obligated or indebted to j ou, 
unless it be for the meal of meat which, in niy uiii country, is willingly 
gien by ricli or poor, according to their ubilitj, to those who need it ; 
and for which, forby that, 1 am willing to make payment, if 1 didna 
think it would bo an affront to offer siller in a house like tliis— only I 
dlnna ken the fashions of the country." 

This is all icry well, joung woman,'* said the Hector, a good deal 
suipribcd, and unable to conjecture whether to impute Jeanic's lan- 
guage to simplicity or impertinence— *• this may In? all very well— but 
let me bring it to a point. Why do you stop lliH young man's mouth, 
and prevent hh couimunicalmg to his father and his best friend, an 
explanation (since he says he has one} of circumbiauces which seem* 
in tliemsclves not a little suspicious?" 

“ 1 le may loll of his aiu affairs wlioft he likes,” answered Jeanie; ‘'but 
my family and friends have nae right to haeony stories told anent 
them without tln»ir express desire ; and, as they eanna be here to bpeak 
for themselves, I entrent ye v»aaua ask Mr Oe<)rge liob.*-i mean 
tSl aimio n. or whatever his name is, ouy questkAia anent me or my 
foUHpbr 1 maun be fi ee to tell you, that he will neither haic the 
beamg of a Christian or a gentleman, if he answers you against my 
express desire," 

‘‘Tliisib the most oxtraoi-dinafy thing I ever met with,” baid the 
Hector, a^. after fixing his eyes keenly on the placid* yet modcbt coun- 
tenance of Jeanie, he turned them suddenly upon iiis son. “Wluit 
havoou to savsir ?" 

** TiMA I feel 1 hare boon too hasty in my promise, sir," answered 
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' Qeorff^ Staunton ; ** I have no tide to mahe any >connniinications 
Despcotin^ the ^air 9 of tliis young* peraon’B faniily without her as- 
sent.” 

The elder Mi* Staunton turned his eyes from one to the other with 
marks of surprise. 

. “ This is more, and worse, I fear," he said, addressin^f hint son, 

tluin one of youi' frequent and disgi'aceful connections^! msist upon 
knowing the mystery." 

“ I have already said, sir," replied Ida son rather sulleliJy. "tliat I 
,,have no title to mention tlio anaus of tliis young womau^s family 
without her consent." 

“ And I hae nae mysteries to explain', sir/' said Jeanie, but only 
to ])ray you, as a preacher of the gospel and a gentleman, to permit 
me to go safe to the next public house oh the Lunnon road." 

“ I shall take,care of your safety,” said yOung Staunton ; you need 
ask that favour from no one." . , , 

“ Do you say so before my face said th^ justly-incensed fath^« 

Perhaps sir, you intend to fill up the cup of disobedience and pro* 
fiigacy by forming a low and disgraceful mamage P But let me bid 
jou beware-" ... 

, “ If you were feared for ^io a thing happening ivi' vtie, sir," said 
Joauic, can oiih shy, that not for fill tho^land that lies between the 
twa ends of the rnHibo[W wad I be the womah that should .?red your son." 

** There is something very singular in all this," laid the eider 
; Staunton j ‘^follow me into the next room, young woman." 

“Hero me sneak first," said the j^oung man. ‘*I have but one 
word to say. 1 confide entirely in your prudence: tell my father as 
much or as little of these matters as you will, he shall know neither 
more nor le.«>s from ine." 

His father darted at liim a glance of indignation, which softened into 
sorrow as lie saw him .sink down on tho coucl^ exhausted with the 
scene he had undergone, lie left the apartment, and J eaii ie followed 
him, George Shiuiton raising himself as she passed the doorway, 
and pronouncing trie word ‘*.ftemember ! " in a tone as monitory 
it was uttered ^ Charles I. upon the scaffold. The elder Staunluu 
ied 4he way into a small parlour, and shut the door. ' ' 

* “ Yoniig woman,” said he, "there is somethmg in yout face and 
appearance that marks both sense ai>d simplicit;^ and, if I am not 
deceived, hmocence also— Shoulff it be otherwi^ l can only ^y, you 
are the idost iu^miEUpIithed hypoci'ito I have ever seen.— I ask to 
know no secret that you have unwillingness to ^vulgej least of all 
tliosc which coneer^'n>y son. His conduct has given me too much 
> imhappineHS to peiihitjud to hope comfort or eatisfhetion from liim. 
If you are fiuch^aa Xlsiippose you,bdicve mo. , that whatever uuhaimy 
circumstances may have cohnected you with George Staunton, 
sooner you break them tlu'ough the better." . . 

"I tliink I understand your meaiiing, eu',” replied Jeanie; "and < 
.fiH yearo soe frank eg; to speak 6' the young gentleman in sic a ^ay- . 
f I ii\ust needs say that it is but the secoml time of my speaking, wr 
him iu'onr lives, and wbat.I hac hpawd fr^ap him on these twa occa« 
siopa baa been such that I never wish to hear the like again." 
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** Tlien it your real iiiieiiiiaa to Iciavo tliifi pftij of tho oouatry 
ai}d prooeiMl to Loudon ? ” ttoid the Eoclor. 

“ Ow'fniuly, sir; for 1 Uiay nay, in one b(^n<3e, tliat the avon^r of 
blood boliihd luc ; and if 1 but oBHUicd aguindt ini'^cluef by 
the yray ** 

“I^bavo made inquiry/' said the clci^yman. “ after the susjneion'* 
(dmirtctcrs you de*Jcribed. They bare left tlieir place of rciide^voua ; 
but aM they may Iks luikin;; in the noighbourhuod, aUd as you my 
you h.is (' hpccial ronsoii to apprehend violence from them, I will put 
you under tlie charjio of a ate4idy peraou, vkho will ]>i*otec( you iw Tdi 
as *Sl,imford, and see you into a light coach, which goea from tbenco 
to London." . 

/•A. coach k not for tlie like of me, sir” seid Jcanic, to whom tlm 
idea of a stage-^oach Was unknown, as, indeed, they wore then onJ} 
u<fcd iu the neighbourhood of Loudon. «. 

hlr Staunton briefly explained that she would find Unit mode ot 
coinejance more conimouiotw, cheaiier, and more safe, than truvd- 
Img on borBcback. She exiiresbod her giatitudo with so much 
singleness of hearty that he was induced lo ask her whether 
wanted the pecuniary means of prosecuting her jowney, 
thanliOtl Idin, but said she Lad cnoii/fh tor her purpose ; and, inoBH, 
she had husbanded her stock with great care This reply served 
also to leuiove some doubts, which imliirally enough still floated iu 
Mr Slauiitpu's mind, respecting her character and real purpose, and 
satihficd him, at lea*>t« tliat money did not enter into Jier seheiiie cjf , 
deception, if an impostor sho should prov<‘. Uo next requested to ’ 
kiiovv what part of the city shewiblied (o ao to. 

mei chant, a cousin o' my aim a Mi*s Ulass, sir, 
that bills suulf and tobacco, at the jigu o' the Thistle, somegate iu 
tliot*)wn.” 

^ J(‘«nie communicated this iutfilligcnce with a feeling that aconuec- 
toon so respectable ought to give her consequence in the eyes of Mr 
Staunton ; and she was a good deal surpribcd wh m he answered, 

“ is tliito woman your only accaiaiutanco in Loudon, my poor 
giUr iind have jou really no better Tuiow ledge wlicic she is to be 
found.''" 

“1 wnj jjBUn to 400 the Dulto of Argylo, fotby Mrs Ola' 

Jca«w} ‘atid if your honour Uii'iks it would bo liort to no there 
fix St, and get borne of his Gr.oce's folk to bbow mo iny cou hrt 
- 

^ « Arc yon acqnabited with^'any of ibe 1 )uke Argwle's people ? " 
Bind the Itector. ^ ^ ^ 

No, sir.” * 

. “ilej- brM inu«t be bonietbing touUiod after lifl, or ib would be 
impossible for her to rel^jr on bucli iijtrodu<*lions.— Well,” boid be 
uhnidB • I'must not inquire into the cause of } our journey, and so 1 
cwnui»t bo fll to give ytai advice bow to matunge It, liut tl*e hiudlody 
of tho houBO wliero tlie coacb Stops is a >li} decent person; and 
bev bouse sometimes, 1 will give you a ^ommcndaiiou 

I deauie thanked him foi lus kiuducss witli ber best coiulesy, and 
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Birid, * Thftt wHji Us IbSt Sind one from trtrttiy Mrs Bick?r- 

toi»,tli»t keeps Ihe Sotoh Btsr* ait York, rfio did not doubt to be well 
taken oat iu Lumtan/* ’ 

, “And now.” raid he, “I presume you will be desirous to set out 
untoulUatcly. 

•“If I liad been ill an itin, Bijr, or any Bidtabte irbstin^lacc,” 
aiiBWfited JeaniUi “I wild not have presumed to u3e the IdOraB day 
for trpoUijig; but as 1 am on a jourm'y of mercy, I truBt my doinif 
BO will not be imimled.” 

' “ y ou may, if you cliooae, remain with Mrs Dftlton for tho wmiufr; 

but I di*Biro }<yn will have no farfeer eoft«Bpondence witJi my bou, 
A proper counBcller foi^ a pewn of yoUr age, whaleier 
youn^ctdtics may be." 

“ Your bononr bpeoka owor truly in that,** taid .leanio ; “it wa, not 
with my will lliat I Bpoke wi' him juH now, and- not to anIhIi t)ic 
irciillcman onything but gtwk— 1 never wUi to bco Urn brtween the 
een again. ’ 

“If you please," added the Keotor, “as you «?ocm to lie n beiiously 
dispoBcd young woman, you may attend funnily worship in the hall 
Ibis evening " * ' 

“1 thank your honour" said Jcauloj^butl am doubtful if ray 
altendaneo woul4 be to odiflcation." 

“How!"Baid tlm Rector j “so young* *aml already uuforfiinate 
enough to ha\e doubts Upon the duties of religiou!" 

‘*Gk>d forbid, replied Jeauiej^it i» not for that; but 1 bnve 
lieen mod fu the faith of the buffering romnant of the pie.b^terKin 
doctrine in Seotliind, and I am doubtiul if 1 eau lawfully attend ui»on 
your foBbiou of worKsliip, seeing it has boeu testified against by niciny * 
preeioUR soul-, of our kirk, and specially by my worthy fallior/ 

‘JWelh ni 3 ^ good girl,” Mid the Hector, wi^lk a nood-liiiniouied 
Hmile, “ far be it fi online to put any force uponyom conseience ; and 
yet you ought to recollect that the Rame ai\Ini in.ico disi>cn<«e^ itn 
Bti'cams to other Mngdoma ah well as to Scodaud. As Ji is as csnuilial 
to our spiritual, as water to our earthly wants, its luings, >niious in 
oharfl'*tor, jet alike efficacious iu virtue, are to be found malmndtUico 
/throughout the Christian world.” 

“ Ah, but," said ffeanie, “ though tlie M\atera may bo alike, j el, with 
your worshin*s leave, the hlesRiai? upon them may not he e<imu. 
would have been in vain for Naainftn the Hyriau h‘p(T to ha\ebathM 
m I’harpar wid Abnua, ri\eis of D^aseus, whonitwai onlvjHP 
waters eff dordan that were sanctified for the cure." * ^ 

^ “ Well," Said the Ileetor, “ we will not enter upon the gi eaf debate 

betwixt ottf national ohuiches at preBeut We mu'-t ciidea\om‘ to 
BatlB^ yonj that, at least, aiiMuigbt our errors, we prosoi > o CJiu »tiau 
charity, and a desire to assist our brethren.” 

He then ordered Mrs Dalton into his preochcc, and cou<^igwed 
deanie to hec piM*tieular drnrge, with direotiom* to bo kindloJieifftnd 
f with aHBurapeeR, that, early iu the morning, a trusty gnide atttl a 
goi>d Louse Bhpuld l»e reiufy to conduct her to StamtmrT. Ho tjien 
took a serious and dignified, jet kind lea>o (ff her, vvishlDg heanill 
success iu the objects of her journey, which ho t-aiJ he di>ul^to4liot 
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were laudable^ from tho soundness of tbinkin^^ which she had displayed 
in conversation. ' 

Jeanie was a^aiu conducted by tlie housekeeper to her own npart- 
mentt But the eveping was not destined to pass over without farther 
torment from young Staunton, A paper was slipped into her hand 
by the faitliful Tummas, wldch intimated his youuff mastor’s dosUe, 
or rather demand, to see her instantly, and assured her he had pro- 
vided against interruptioB. 

" Tvu your yonu^ master/' said Jdahie, openlyi and ro^Alc^ of 
all the winks and by iiiddch Tummos swore to make her com- ** 
jirdiond that Mrs Ifidton wa^ not to be admitted into the secret of 
the correspondenoe, ^ that 1 promised faith&Uy to hia worthy fatlicr 
that I would not aec him ihfDmJ* 

“ Tiimmos," Said Mrs tlunk you might be much move 

(Tcditably employed, e^sideiing the coat you wear, house 

" "^hy, Mrs Dfdton, as to that! I was iiired to cany mesaagos, and 
not to ask any questions about them ; and it’s not for the ime of mo 
to refuse the young gentleman’s bidding, if he wore a little wildibh 
or so. If there was liarm meant, there's no harm done you see.'' 

HoUCTcr,” said Mrs Oalton, “I gie you fair warning, Tummns 
Dillon, that an 1 catch thee at this Work again, his Beycrcnce shall 
make a clear house of you.” 

Thomas rotii’cd, abashed and in dismay. The rest of tlie evening , 
passed away without any thing worthy of notice, 

dcauic enjoyed tho comforts of a good bod and a sound deep willi 
grateful satisfaclion, ofter the penis and hardships of the preceding 
da} ; and such was her fatigue, that she dent soundly until mx oVhvck, 
when she u as awakened by Mrs Dalton, who acquainted her that her 
guide and lioise we*e ready, and iu attendance. She hastily ro*<', 
and, after her morning devotions, was soon ready to resume her travels. 
The motherly care ot the housekeeper had provide d an early break- 
fad, and, after she lud partaken of this refroshment, she found her- 
self safe -.cated on a jullion behind a stout Lincolnshire peasant, uho 
was, besides, armed witli pistols, to protect her against any uoicnee - 
wliieh might be oiferid. 

They trudged along in fiilenee for a mile or two along a country 
rond, which conducted tUcfio, by hedge and gateway, into the principal 
highway, a little beyond Grantham. At length her master of the 
LorbC abked lior w hetuer her nM.me was not Joan, or Jane, Deans, 8he 
answered in tho affirmotave, with some surprise. “ Then here's a hit 
of a note as ooiiceriis you,” saul tho man, handing it over liis left 
shoulder. “ It'.s from ytning master, as I judge, and evei7 man about 
Willingham is fajn to plcaburc liim either for love or fear; for he'll 
come to be landlord at lost, let them say what they like.” 

Jepnio broke tho seal of the note, which was addressed to her, and 
read as follows ; 

‘‘ Yon refuse to sec me. T suppose you arc shocked at my cbmac- 
tcr : but, in pohiting myself such a? I am, you tdiould give me credit 
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for my sincerity'. I am, at least, no hypocrite. You refuse, liowover, 
to sec me, and Vour conduct may bo natui-nl- but is it wise ? 1 liavo 
expressed my anxiety to repair your sister’s inisforiuncs at the 
expense of my honour,— jny family’s lifmour-*-my own life j and yon 
tluuk mo too debased to be admitted e?cn to sacrihee what 1 have 
remaining of honour, fame, and life, in her cause. * Well,* if tlie 
offeror be despised, the victim is still equally at hand; and peihapH 
there may be justice in the decree of Hoaren, tliat 1 shall not have the 
melancholy credit of appearinip to mak^ this sacrifice out of my own 
, free good-will. You, as yon hove dedined my eoncurrrnce, must 
take the whole upon youi'self. Go, tlien, to the Duke of Argylc, and, 
when other argumente fail yon, tell him yeti have it in your power to 
bring to condign punishment the most active conspirator in tho 
Porteous mob. He will liear you on this topic, sliould he bo deaf to 
every other. Make your own terms, for they will be at youv own 
making. You know where I am to he found; and you may bo 
as<»iirca I W'ill not give you the dark side of the hill, as at Muschat’s 
Cairn ; I Jiave no thoughts of PliiTing from tlic house 1 was hoi n in ; 
like tlic hai*c, 1 sliaU be worried in m seat 1 started foom. 1 repent 
it— make your own terms. 1 need not remind > on to ask your sist er’s 
life, for tnab you will do of course; but make terms of aavaiilage for 
yourself— ask wealth and reward— office and income for Butler— ask 
anything— you wftl get anything— and all for delivering to the hands 
of the executioner a man most deserving* of his office;— ono who, 
though young in years, is old in wickedness, and whose most ciirncst 
desire is, alter the storms of an unquiet life, to slee]) and b(^ at rcst.’^ 

This extraordinary letter was subscribed with the initials 0. S. 

Jeauio read it over oiieo or twice with great attention, wineh the 
slow pace of the horse, as he stalked tliroug^i a deep lane, enabled her 
to do with facility. 

When she liad peinibed this billet, her first cnhfioyment was to (car 
it into as small pieces ns pohsiblo, and disperse ttieso pieces in the air 
by a few at a time^so that a document containing so perilous a secret 
might not fall into any other person’s hand. 

Tlio question how far, in point of extremity, she was entitled to save 
her sister's life by sacrificing that of a person who, though guilty 
towards tho state, had done her no injury, formed the next earnest 
and most painful subject of consideration. In one sense, indeed, it 
Boomed as if denouncing tiie guilt of Staunton, the cause of licr Bister’s 
wTors mid misfortunes, would have been an act of just, and oven pro- 
vidential retribuiiqji. But Joanie, m*the strict and severe tone of 
morality in whicli she was oducafod, had to consider not only the 
> general aspect of a proposed action, but its justness mid illness 
in relation to the actor, before she could bo, according to her own 
phrase, free to enter upon it. What right had she tp make a barter 
oetwoen the lives of Stamiton and of Erne, and to sacrifice the one for 
tho safety of tlic other? His guilt— that guilt for which he.wns 
j amenable to the laws— was a crime against the public indeed, but it 
was not against her. 

Koifher did ft seem to her that his share iu the death of Forteous, 
though her mind revolted at the idea of using violence to any ono, was 
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in the rcUflon of n common murkier, ag-ATiist pefneti^r of wbjelt 
every one is called to aid the puMie iim^wtrate. Tmt action 

f ras mended with many circumstimees which, in the of t^ijase in 
ioanle's rank of life, if they did not Altogether deprive it of tlie ^la- 
rjShcJter of ffuilfc, Boftened, nt least, its most atrocious features. Th« 
atixietj ofthe ^^overnment to obtain cionvictlon of soine of the offech. . 
‘ dors, iJad but Hcrvod to inci^aBO Ihe public feeling which conneetisd 
the action, though yiofent and irregular, with the idea of ancient 
. national independence. The rigorous measures adopted or proposed 
against tlj e city of Edinburgh, the ancient metropolis of Bcotlandr- the . 
oxircmely ummpular and mjttdicious measure or coxnpellmg the 
tiuU clergy, pontranp to their principles and sense of duty, to promul- 
gate from the puWthejN&ward offered for the discoYery of the pei^- 
trators' of Uik sfogliter, had produced on the pumie mind the 
opposite consequences feotn what were intended; and Jeanfe feit 
consdouB, that wh^jevcr should lodge information cemoeming that 
(O'Neil t, and for whafeoevei* pmpose it might be done, it would be con- 
Bideri^ as ah act of trcascpii agiedn^ the hidependence of ScoUand. 
With the fanaticiam of the Sottish Presbytemm, there was always 
mingled a gloa^ of national feeling, attd Jeanie trembled at the idea 
of iter immo being handed down to posterity with that of the ** fauso 
Monieuth,"" and mie or twp others, who, having des^ted and bela*ayed 
the cause of their counti7, are damned to perpcfnal roi^embrance 
and exoci’atioU among its poaHantry. Yet, to part with Effie'a life 
once more, when a word spoken mi^t save it, pressed severely on the 
mind of lier aftbclionate sinter. 

“ The Lord support and direct me!” Said denme, ?^for it seems to 
be Ilis will to try me with difficulties far beyond my ain strength.” 

Wliile this tliouglit p^wed through Jeame's mind, her guard, tired 
of silence, began to filiow spine incunalioa to be communicative. lie 
seemed a sensible, Ijteady peasant, but not luiviug more delicacy or 
prudence tbau is common to those inhia situation, lie, of cour^ie, chose 
the Wilh’ngliam family aa the subject of his coaivei^^atiou. From ihia 
man Jeauio learned some partienkra of Vhich she had hitherto been 
ignorant, and which we will briefly recapitutete for tlte iufcannatioii 
of the reader. ,5 

The fathpA‘ of George Slaunton had been bJf^ a soldier, and 
during semco in the West Indief, had tnarried the iH'iress of a 
wealthy planter. By this lady he h^ an only diild, George Staun- 
t^>n, iJjo unhappy young man who has been so often mentioned in tlda 
naiTativc. lie passed the li«it part of liis ear!Iy youth under the 
charge of a doti)ig moUicr^ and in the Bocioty.ofenegTO slaves, whose 
study it was to gratify bis every caprice, lift father was a mail ed 
worth and sense ; but as be alono retainod tolerable liealth^miong t>he 
officers of Iho regiment hft' bclonged to, he waa much engaged with 
his duty. Besides, Mrs Slauntmi wna bt'ftxHifbl and wilfiij, and en- 
ioyo|i but dclituitc health ; so that, it was difficult fqr a man of affection, 
and a quiet dftpositibii, to struggle with her on, fcho point 
ofher^P|^«r-mdulgciicetoiinQnlychad. Indeed, what Mr StgLiuiton 
did^^tpwardu jcomUcvactuig the banefiil effects of hfe fiyatcin. 

Qnlrfeuded to rquto* it mm'o petmeious ; for e veiy restramt imposea 
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ott Wo l»f>y in )m fal])or^0 pregonc ' "aw coaniK^nsatcd by ti eWv* Ww nco 
diwibif biis jvb;tln(*<*. So tUat Qoor^o Htaunton actimrwd, mou iu 
cMbUifw»(l, fho luibit of rearavdmtf hi*} fnther as a rigul cell‘^0I, fiom 
wJ»(>w‘ froioiity Ju* was de&koiia of emancipating liimycdf Ob hoou and 
ahrfolutdv as poasiblo. 

AVh^ iiho wwi aboid ten years old, and when his mind had reaeived 
fdJ the sooti«i of those evil weeds which afterwards grew anaci*, his 
^mother died, and Ids fatliev, half heart-broken, returned to Knglaud. 
To sum up h^r imprudence and uiyustihable indulgence, slie liad con- 
, trivod to place a f ou«idcrable part of her fortune at her son’s cxclnsive 
foidrt)! or disposal, iu consoguenco of wbudi manqgonient, Gcor^ 
Staunto.i had not been long in England till he learned his indepena-* 
cneis a*^d bow to abuse it Ilis father hiwl endeavoured to reetity the 
(b'fec^s ot Ills education by placing him in a well-regulated seminary, 
lint riibongh he showed some capacity for learning, his riotous con- 
duct soon became intolerable to his teachers. He found means (too 
easily afforded to all youths who have certain ejtpoctfttionf») of pro- 
curing such a oomraand of monev as enabled him to outidoato in 
boyluMKl the frolics aud follies of a more mature ago, and, wiln those 
jn'comnli-iliTnent**, he was returned on his father's hands ,i » a jn olligate 
boy, ulu>sc ciamplf might ruin a hundred. 

older Mr IStaiiuton, whose mind, since his wife’s death, had 
bo(*n tinged with 4 . mokucholy, which certainly his son’s condm t did 
not h-nd t<» dispel, had taken ordois, and inducted b> b1^ bimlier 
riir William Htauuton into tho family Ining of Willingham. The 
u venue u as a matter ofconsequenei* to him, for he deriveil lull' ad- 
> antage from the cbtato of lub late ^nfo 5 aud hw own foi tune was that 
Ilf a jounger brother. 

lie took his son to reside with lum at the reel (»ry, but he soon found 
tlMt liH dihOidcis rendered him an intoleraldo inmate. And ua the 
voiing men of las own rank would not endure lk<y purse-proud in-ol- 
once of the Creole, he fell into that taste for low society, winch is 
wci<.c than “ pres*^ng to death, whipping, or han#iing.’' iJis fbthox' 
unit him abroad, butnoonl^ rctunieu wilder and more desperate than 
]»efor4*. it !<, tiuCidhis unhappy >oulh w.iw not without his^'ood 
)quAlitic». Tie had Inch wil, good temper, rcqklcbs generoiiity, aud 
'manners which, vriiUe he was under rcbtraint, might pas’ well in 
Bodety. But aU these av ailed him not hing 1 Ic was so well acqinunt- 
tcil with the turf, the giviaiiig-^flddc, the cock*rpit, and eveij worse 
rendoavous of folly i^nd dib.dpntion, that his mollicr’a fortime w m ,q)ent 
before he was Iwcniy-ono, and he wa*ioou in debt and m dnooss. 
likeaily histoi’j mV ^ concluded in the words of our llrdi-'b Juve- 
nal, when describing a Linulor character 

lid i istroiu, iletoTiutued iu HIi uwn curoer, 
ll( tlioiifflit leproof nujuflk iind truth stvtie, 

I iut s )ulS (llstjutie was lo it> ciisi'> lomo, 

}lo di sL abiiSf a, and tlu a abjured bis home ; 

And whin he t host n vjh; tbond to ho, 

Xlo uiAdA/ Ids shomo blsfilory, he gooi ” 

• 

^ And yet Tia pity on Meiwter George, too,** contiuntml tho honcot 
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boor, “ for lie has au open hand, and winnn let a poor Body want an 
ho has it.” * 

'file virtue of profuse generosity, hy which, indeed, they themselves 
ate most directly advantaged, is vc^dljy, admitted by the vulgar as a 
<doak for many sins* , ' 

At iStam&ra our lieroine was deposited in safety hy her comtnnni- 
jcative guide. She obtained a place in the coacJi, wliich, although 
termed a light one, and accommodated with no fewer than six horses, 
only reached Jjoudon on the aftenioon of the second day. The ro- 
commondation of tlie elder Mr Staunton procured Jeanie a civil 
reception at the inn where the carriage stopped, and, by the aid of 
Mrs Bickerton’s correspondent, sheiodna out jber friend aaid relative * 
Mrs Glass, hy whom sue was kindly reodved and hospitably enter- 
tained. 


CHAPTER XXXV. 


My name H Argyio, y^vL may well think it martfuo, 
To live St the court sn4 never to change. 


Fkw names deserve more honourable mention in the history of 
Scotland, during this period, than that of John, Duke of Argyle and 
Greenwich. Ilis talents as a statesman and a soldier were generally 
admitted ; lie was not without ambition, but “without the ilhioss that 
attends it ^'—without that iiregularity of thought and aim, which often 
excites great men, in Ins peculiar situation (for it was a very peculiar 
one), to gi*asp the mGans of raising themselves to power, at the risk 
of throwing a kingdom into confusion. Pope lias distinguished 
Mm as 

AreyK-the w’hole thunder horn to wjcaa, 

Aim shako aJikti tho senate and the Add.” ; - 

He was alike free from the ordinary vices of statesmen, falsehood, 
namely, and ^ssimulatiou ; and from those, of waarribrs^inordinatc^ 
and violent thirst i^er self-aggrandisment ■ ; ' 

Scotland, his native eounti^, stood at this time in ar^y Weearious 
and doubtful situation* She w'as indeed united to l^lan^ nut the 
cement liad not had time toaiiquire consistence. T& notation of 
ancient wrongs still sribsisted^and betwixt the fretful jealousy of the 
Scottish, and the supercilious dh^daiu of .the En^h, quarrels repeat- 
edly occurred, in the course of wliioh the nations lea^i^ so important . 
to the ^fety of both, was In ibO Utmost danger of beings dissolved. 
Scotland had, .besides, the disadvantage of being divided into intestine 
factions, which hated each other Mttofy, and waited but a rignal to 
break forth into action. ; > ‘ / 

In such circumstances, ^mother man, with the talents and rank of ^ 
Argyle, but without a mind so happily regulated, would, have fought 
to nse from the earth inthewMrmncLfmd direct its finy. chose 
a course more safe and more honourable. 
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'* Soaring above tlie potty distinctions of faction, hia voice was raised, 
whetlicr in ofiVse or opposition, for those measures Avhich were at 
once just and lenient. His high military talents enabled him, during 
the memorable year 1715, to render such services to the house of 
Hanover, as, perhaps, were too great to be either acknowledged or 
repaid. He nad employed, too, his utmost intlnenco in sofieniug 
the consequences of that insurrection to the unfortunate gentlemen, 
whom a mistaken sense of loyalty had engaged in the aifair, and was 
rewarded by the esteem and affection of Ins country in an uncommon 
degree. T^liis popularity, with a discontented and warlike people, 
was stti>posed to be a subject of jealousy at courtj where the power to 
beconvc dangerous is sometimes of itself obnoyiotis, though tlic in- 
clination is not united, with it. Besides, the Duke of Argjde's inde- 

f endont and somewhat haughty mode of expressing Irirasclf in\ 
Parliament, and acting in public, were ill calculated to attract royal 
favour. Ho was, therefore, always respected, and ofl^u employed ; , 
but lie was not a favourite of George the Second, his consort, or his’ 
ministers. At several different penods in his life, the Duke might 1)0 
considered as in absolute disgrace at court, although ho could hardly 
be said to be a declared member of opposition. This rendered him 
the dearer to Scotland, because it was usually in her cause that he 
incurred the displeasure of his sovereign ; and upon this very occasion 
of the Porteons^oh, the animated and eloquent opposition which lie 
had offered tq the severe measures which were about to be mloplcd 
towards the city of Edinburgh, was the more gratefully received in 
that metropolis, as it was understood that the Duke's interposition 
had given personal offence to 9«®en Caroline. 

Ills conduct upon this occasion, as, indeed, that of all the Soottish 
members of the legislature, with one or two unworthy exceptions, hod 
been in the highest degree spirited. The popular tradition, conconi- 
ing his reply to Queen Caroline, has been gijon (dready, and some 
fragments of his speech against the Porteons bill are still remembered. 
Ho retorted upon the Chancellor, Lord Hardwicke, the insinuation 
tliat he had statdd htniself in this case ratliei* us a party than as a 
judge I appeal,"' said Argylc, the House— to the nation,^ if 1 

can be justly hrauded with the iiifivmy .of being a jobber or a partisuit 
Hage I been a briber of votes ?— a buyer of boroughs ?— the anent of 
corruption any purpose^ or on beludf of any party !— Consider my 
life ; e;iwdne my actions in thef ^1^ and, in tii^ cabinet, and see where 
there Hes a blot that can attach to xiig. honour. 1 have shown myself 
the frifend'of my country— tW loynl of my king. I am ready 

to do so again, wflhout an instant’s regard to the frowns or smiles of 
a court. 1 have experienced both, anoam prepared witli indifference 
for either. I have ^ven my reasons for opposhig this bill, and have 
made it*appear that it is repugnant to the international treaty of 
union, to the liberty of Scotiand, and, reflectively, to that of England, 
to ‘common justice, to common sense, and to the public interest. 
Shall the metropolis of Scotland, capital of an independent iTation, 
the residence of a long line of mouarchs, by wliom that noble city 
wasgraced and digniiied— shall such a^^ity^for the fhult of an obscure 
and unknown body of rioters, he depnved of its honours and its 
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'its gfatos and it^i ffUftrds ?--^dMd sh*3l a imliyo ScotuniftTi 
tumelyDeiiold the havoc ? I gooj-y, my I^ords, in oppofingveuch myust 
rigour, and reckon it my dearent pTx4<> and honour to aland up iji 
defence of iny native country, Vhde thus laid open to luideseiTed 
shame, and unjust spoliation. ^ 

Oth^r statesmen and orators, both Scottish and English, used the 
some arguments. Thebidwas j^adually stripped of its most opprc.ssive 
and obnoxJoiw clauses, and at length ended m a fine upon the city of 
Edinburgh in favour of Porteons's widow. So that, as , somebody 
obaervedat the time, the whole of these derce debates ended in mahing 
the fortune of an old cookmaiil, such having been the good womans 
original capacity. / ' . \ » 

The court, however, did nOj),|p,rget the bafiSi© ihey had r^eived in 
this affair, and the Duke who l^«wl contrihid^d bo ihudi to 

It, was thereafter considered as a person in disgrace. It is neocBsaiy 
1 0 place those circnmstaucos under the Veador'a ohscivation, 

. because they are oonnecCod wiih Uie preooding und BUbsequent p^t 
of our narrative. . 

Tiic Duke w'aa alone in his study, when one of his geuBemen 
acquainted him thnta country-girl, from Bc(dlaiid, was desuuus of 
speaking with his Grace. 

“A oomifiy-girl, and from Scotland I” said the Duk6; “what can 
have Iffoiight the silly fool to London ?-^S<imo lover cprcsaod and ®cnt 
to soa, or" some stoek sunk in Bie South-Sea funds, or some such 
lio])efal concern, 1 wipimse, and then nobody tp manage iho matter 
but MacCallummore.— Well, thia same popularity has its incenve- 
niciices.'-^llowcvev, show pur countrywomau up, ArcMbald— it is ill 
manners to keep her in attendance,” 

A young woman of rather low stature, and whose countpnanco 
might bo termed very modest and pleasiiig in ejqwcssion, though sun- 
burnt, soipewhat and not possessing regular roatures, was 

iisliered iwgte the splendid library, fehe wore the tartan plmd of her 
country, adjusted so as partly to cover her h^d, and partly to fall 
back ovci* her shoulders. A quanti^ of fair liair, disposed with great 
simplicity and neatness, appeared in front of her round and good- 
humour^ face, to which the solemnity of her erroitd, and her eons© 
of tlie Duke’s rank and importance, gave an appearance of deep awe, 

* but not of slavish fear, dr nuttcred b^hfuluee^. The rest of Jetmia’a 
dreBB was in the stylo of Scottish r^mdens hf lier owul class j but 
O^pruged with that scrupulous attention to neatness cleanlumss, 
whWi wa often find united with that purity of di yrhjeh it is a 
natural emblem. ‘ ‘ 

She .fitoppad near thp mitvance of the room, fUi^ her deepest 
reverence, and emsed her hands unonlmr hOj^oin, ; 9 i^ 0 ut uttering a 
Tho Duke of Argylc aayanced tewaids. h<^; atid, if £um 
odi^l^u Lis graceful deportment and rich dre^s, deeQi:inted li^l^h the 
ordg|& wliioh had been deservedly bc^towea eh him, hia cdurteous 
nif Jpr, and quick and intelligent cast of ^untmumce, he on hhi part 
waSKot los^ less doservedJy, with the quiet gmqjlidifey imd 
romlosty oitpreBsed in the dress, manual^ and eountenan^ie his 
bumUo countijwomsn. - ; 
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" T)i<l wish U> Ftpeftfc witih mei ray homy lass?" the Duke, 
tJie CDCoufaig'mg wbleh at ouce acknowledged the con- 

n<‘cth)ti betwixt them as conntfy*foIk| “or, did you wisTi to sec Uws 
Diichees?” 

“My hminess is with your honour, ray liord— I mean your Lord- 
ship’s Grace ” ' '' : 

“ Aud what is it, .ray good girl?" said <ho Duke, in tli6 sara*e mild 
and encouraging tone of voice. Jeanio looked at the attendant. 
“Leave us, ArcHihidd /* said die Duke, “and wait in the anteroom?^ 

^ 'I'he doTnestie retired. “And now sit down, ray good lass," said the 
Duke ; “ take your breathr-take your time# and tell me what you 
have got to say, I guess by your drcssi, you are just corae up from 
iwor Sootland— Did you come through ijra streets in your tartan 
plaid?' - \ 

“ISfo, sir,” sfxid Jeaiiie; “a friend brought me in ane o’ their street 
coaches^a very decent woman,’? she added^^her courage increasing 
as she hccarae familiar with the sound of nor own voice in such a 
presence; ^^our Lord^ip's Groce kens her— it’s Mm Glass, at the. 
sign o’ tlw Thisde/’ 

“O, my wjt^'thy snuff-raerchant— I have always a chat with Mrs 
Glass when I purphasc my Scots lugh-dried.-r-WelJ, but your business,, 
ray bonny woman-^timo and tide, you know, wait for no one." 

“Your honouf— i beg your Lordsh|p’$ pardon — I racau your 
Or«C(V'*~for it must he noticed, that this matter of addressing the 
rUike by his appropriate title had boon anxiously inculcated upon 
Jcaiiie by her friend Mrs Glass, in whoso eyes it was a matter of such 
iraportaiice, that her lost words, as Jeanie left the coach, were, “ Mind ^ 
to say your Grace;" and Jeanie, who had acaree ever in lier life 
spoke to a person of higher quality than the Laird of Dumbiedikes, 
found great diiflleulty in aiTanging her huigUHge according to the 
rules or coremony. , • 

The Duk(^ who saw her embamssraent, said, with his iisnal 
affability, “ Never imud ray grace, lassie ; just speak out a phiiii tale, 
and show you haTO a Scots tongue in your head." 

“Bir, I am rauckle obliged~Sir, I am the sister, of that poor un- 
fortunate criminal, Efhe Doans, who is* ordered for excoutiou M 
Ediebiirgh." 

“ Alir said the J>uke, “I have hetftd of that unhappy story, I 
think— a case of chihkmurder,* under a special act of parliament-^ 
Dunc^mi h^orbes raeidjonCd it at dinner the other day." 

“ And I was come tip ft-ae the nor^, sir, to see wSi^ could be done 
for her in the way getting a i*eprieve or pardon, sk^or fheJike of 
that/' / j., ' ' ' 

“Alas L my pdOr girl," said the Duke, ^^you have made* a long and 
a sad journey to very HtUe purpose — Your sister k ordered for 
.execution," 

“ But I am given to understand, tliat there is law for roprioTg^ 
hei’, if it is in the kiug?a pleasure " said Joanie. . • ' , 

“Certainly there is,"^ftaid the Duke, “but that is purely in the 
kiiigfa bi'casl* Tlio enme^has been but too common— tJie BiootB 
CTOwn-lawycfs think it is right il^crc should bo nn example* Then 
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(Ii6 late disorder'i in Eduibtirffh haye excited aprejudice in g^oTcmtuent 
against the nation at large, which they thint can enly be managed 
-by measures of intimidation and seyerity. What argument have you, 
ray poor girl, except tlie warmth of yottp sisterly nlfeciion, to offer 
against all this?— Wliat is your interest?— What friends have you at 
court?" <4 

"^one, excepting God and your Grace,” said Jconic, still keeping 
ber ground resolutSy, however. 

“ Alas I” said the Duke, “ I could almost say with old Ormond, that 
there could not be any, whose influence was smaller with kings and 
ministers. It is a cruel part of our situation, young woman— I mean ' 
of the situation of men m my circumstances, that the public asciibe 
to them influence which they do not possess; and that individuals 
arc led to expect from them assistance which wc have no means of 
rendoring. But candour and ijlain dealing is in the power of every 
one, and I must not let you ima^ne you have resources in my influence, 


means of averting your sister's fate-— Whe must die.” • 

** We must a* die, sir,” said Jeanie, “it is our common doom for 
our father’s transgression : but we shouldua hasten ilk otlier out o’ 
the world, that’s what your honour kens better than me.” 

“ My good young woman,” said the Puke mildly, “ wo arc all apt to 
blame the law under which we*immediaitelysufter;®but you seem to 
have been well educated in your line of life, and you must know that 
it is alike the law of God and man, that the murderer ahull surely 
die.” 


^ “ But, sir, Effie— that is, my poor sibter, sir— eanna be proved to lie 

a murderer ; and if she be not, and the law take her lifenotwilhsland- 
iiig, wha is it that is the murderer then ?” 

“I am no lawyer,” said the Duke, “and 1 own I think the statute 
a very scvm’c one."« , 

“ Vou arc a law-maker, sir, with your leave, and, therefore, ye have 
l>ower over the law, ” answered Jeanie. 

“ Not in my individual enjmeity,” said tliePuke,' “lliough, as one 
of a large body, I have a voice in the legislation. But that cannot 
.servo you- nor have I at present, 1 care not who knows it, so much 

S orsonal influence with the sovereign, as woidd entitle ino to ask 
'om him the most insignificant favour. What could tempt you, 
young woman, to address yourself to*me?” 

“ Jt was yoursell, sir.” 

“Mj-selfl” he replied— “1 gm sure you have never seen mo be- 
fore.^’ 


“No, sir, but a’ Ihc world kens fliat the Puke of Argyle is his 
country’s Mend ; and tliat ye tight for the right, and spejfe for the 
right, and that there’s nane like you in our present Israd, and so 
they Unit think themselves wranged draw to refuge under your slia- 
dow ; and if je wunna stir to save the blood of an innocent coimfi-y- 
wdman of your ain, what should we expect frae southerns and 
strangers ? Aud maybe I had anotlier reason for troubfing your 
honour.” «• 


“ Aud what is Uiat ?” asked the Duke. 
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‘‘I hm understood’froia jny father^ that your honour’s house, and 
ospeeially your ffufkstre aud his faHi^, laid down their lives on the 
acafiold iii the persequtiniC time. And my fatlier was honoured to gie 
hiB< testimony haith in the eaffo and in the pilloiy, as is specially men- 
tioned in tlie hooke^of Peter wdker the packman, tliat your honom*, 
I dare say, kens, ibr he us^ maist partly llie westland of Scotland. 
> And, sir, there’s ab.C' that takes coneem ia me^ that wished me to 
^an^ to your Gra^e^s presence, for his ^udesire had done your 
gracious gudes^'e some good turn, as ve wHl see frae these papers.” 
^ With these words, she delivered to the Duke the little parcel wliicli 
/she had received from IJotier. He opened it,aiul,in the envelope, 
read with some suiprise, Muster-roll of the men serving in tlie 
troop of that godk gentleman, Captain Balathiol Bangtext—Obadiah 
Mugg'eton, Sin-I)esi)ise Double-kno(dc,' B^hd-fasUn-faith Gipps, 
’furn-to-tlie-right Tliwack-away’^What the deuce is this? A list of 
l’raise-Gt>d Bai'ohones’s Parliament I tlimk>' or of Old poll’s evan- 
gelical army— that last fellow should undoSstimdilna wheelings to 
judge by his name.— But what does all this mean, hiy ghi ? ” 

*Ot was tire other paper<, sir,” said Jeanie, somewlmt abaslted at tlie 
mistake. * w ' 't, 

“O this is my unfortunate grandfather^ band sure enongji-^’^o 
all who may have friendship for the hauae of Argyle,.theso arc to cer- 
tify, Hint Benjamla Butler, ol* MonkVregjlttient of dnigoous, Imving 
been, under God,, the meon^ of saving my life £roni four English 
troopers who were about to day me, 1 , having no other present means 
i of recompense in my power, do give him this acknowledgment, hoping 
that it may be useful to liim or liis during these troubleHome times ; 
and do coiyure my friends, tenants, kinsmen, and Avhoever will do 
aught for me, either in the Highlands or Lowlands, to protect and 
assist tlio said Benjamin Butler, and his friends or family, on their 
lawful occasions, giving them such counlenanqpj, maintemincc, and 
supply, as may correspond with the benefit ho liatli bestowed on me ; 
witness ray hand— ‘Loiim'..' 

This 18 a string imunction— This Benjamin Butler w-as yotir 
grandfather, { suppose jrrYou .^eem too young to have been his 
.daughter.” 

f was nae akin, td me, air— lie was grandfather to an^to a 
iie^hbpiu;*s son— toa aaiccre weol-widicrof mmc, 6 ir,” dropping lier 
Jitthi ctn'ibsey as she spoke. • ; 'r 

" 0, 1 understand,’* said the Duke— a trn? 54 ovc aflair. He w as 
tUo grandsire of one you or© engaged Jo y* 

" One I foaJJ engaged td, afr,’^ said Jeanio siglnng; "but this uu- 
hauny business my noior sister 



Jeame;"but Imauntlunkforiim, as weelaa for my sell. Ho is a 
dei’gyman, sir, aud it would not beseem him to marry the like or nle, 
I wi’ Sits disgrace on my kindred.” 

Yen arc a ijiugidar young woman,” said the Duke. “ You acem 
tome to tliink of every one boforo yourself. And have you really 
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come up trom Bdinbar^h on foot to attempt this hojpele$BsoKcitfltion 
for youT Bister's life?' , . ' * 

‘‘It was not a'theffitber on foot, sir,® answered Jeanie ; “ for 1 some- 
tiinos fi:ot a cast in a wa^rffoUi awl I had a boijjo from Fon’ybridii’e, 

and then the coach ** ? ' ’ . ,V. ^ . 

“ Well, never mind all tha^” ihtctfppted the Duke.**-" what reason ^ 
have you for thinkingfyovpriteterimiocent?** ^ 

“Because she h^ not been proved gfuilty, as Win a^earfrow 
looking: at these papers*" 

She put into iiis hand a hole ^ the evidenco* and copies of her 
Bister*s declaration. These papers Butler had procured after her de- < 
partoe, and Saddletree had tlmm forwarded to London, to Mrs Ohisg^s 
care, so that Jeanie found the documents, so neoessary for supporting: 
lier suit, lying: in readiness at her arrival., 

“ Sit down in that chair, hay ^ood ffirl," said the Duke, “until 1 
glance over the papers." . ' 

She obeyed, and watched, With the utmost audety each cliangte in 
his countenance as he castliis eye thtoug:h the papers Mefiy, yet 
with attention, and making memoranda as he went along. After 
reading tliem liastily over, he looked up, and seemed about to spealc, 
yet changed his purpose, as if afniid of himself by givmg 

too hasty an opinion, and read over again sercral i^Mages which be 
had marked as being most import ant. All tlus he aid in shorter time 
than can be suiiposed by men of ordinary talents; for liis mind was 
of that acute and penetrating diarocter, which discovers, with the 
glance of intuition, what facts bear on the mrticular point that chanec'S * 
to be subjected to considonitioh. At length he rose, after a few 
minutes’ deep reflection.— “ Young woman," said he, “your sister’s 
case must certainly be termed a hard one." 

“ Gh>d bless you, sir, for tliat very word ! " said Jeanie, 

“ It seems contrUiy to tlie genius of British law," continued the 
Duke. “ to take that for jji^anted which is not proved, or to pimish 
with , death for a mmc, whicli, for aught the prose^^utor has been able 
to show, may not have been committed at all." 

“ God WeM you, sirl " again said Jeanie, who had risen from h^ 
•iteat, .and, with clasped hands, eyes glittering Ihrouglt 'tears, ahd^ 
features which trembled with anxiety, aranfc in which the 

Duke uttered. . ' ^ t 

“ But, alas ! my pbor ^1,” he continued, “what ]|:ood will my u^tthion 
Ho you, unless I could impress it unon th^e in w^!^ hands your 
Blst^s life is placed by t}iQ,*%iw? Bosfdea, I asa'no lawyer; midt 
finust speak witii som,o of oiii- Scottish gentlemed of tha gown about 
memiSter," . . ' ■' / ' ' r 

1 ^ “*0 but, sir^ vdiat seenwi'resasonable to your honour, wiS certainly 
P%e tile same to i^i]^" fm«wered J'emiio; ‘ 

“1 do not know that," reined the Duke ; “ilkiiirto buCkleB his 
UltHs ain gate— you know our old Scots proverb?— But you sbaJl , 
have flemU tlus reliance bP^me ahogether ih rain. ‘ Leave tiliese 
wSfli me, and you shall iiei^frQin me to-m<aTow or nc»b day, 
Tako care to be at home at Glass’s, and ready to come to me at 
a moment's warning. It will be Uimccessary for you to g^ve Mrs 



TBffl! nEAM OF MID-IiO’miAJf. 


m 

Glasw the trouble to att^d you;— and, by tbe 1^, you will please to 
be dressed juat as you are at present^ 

wad hoe putfcen on a cap, dr,*' said Jeanie, “but your honour 
kens it isna the rashioii of my coon^for single women ; and I judged 
that, being sae- mony hundred miles frae name, your Grace^s heart 
wad warin to the tartan/* looking at the corner of her plaid. 

“ You Judged quite right,** said the Dtike. “ I know the fbll value 
of the snood ; and MacCallunimore^d heart wfll be as cold as death 
can make it, when it does not warm to tlie tartan. Now, go away, 
and don’t be out of the way when 1 send.** 

Jeanie replied,— ^ Th»e is little fear of that, sir, for I have little 
heart to go to^seo sights atnang this w^em^s of black houses. But 
if I might say to your gracious honour,, that if ye ever condescend to 
speak to ony aiie that is of greaAer degice thanyoursell, though may- 
be it isha civil in me to say sae, uist ii you wodid think there can be 
nae sic odds between you and utetn, aS between poor Jeanie Deans 
from Saint Leonard’s imd the Duke of Arg^le ; and so diniia be 
chaimit feick or cast down wi’ the hrst rough answer.” 

" I am not aut,” said the Duke, laughing, “ to mind rough answers 
much— Do not yOu liope too much from what I have jn'ornised. 1 
will do my best, but Goa has the hearts of icing's in his own hand." 

Jeanie curtseyed reverently and withdi-ew, attended by the Duke’s 
gentleman, to her liackney-coach, with a respect whieb her appeai’anco 
did not demand, but which was perhaps paid to the length of the in- 
terview with which Im master had honoured her. 


CIIAPTEE XXXVI. 

o ■> 

.Aftfcona, 

Wtille radiant summer opens all its pride, 
liUl. dollglitfttl ililicac t Hero lot us swoop 
TUo boundless landscape. 

Thomson. 

, Fnosc h^r kind and officious, but Jtoinewbat goaadning friend, Mrs 
Glass, Jeanie underwent a very close catockiam oti tlieir r(>a<l to the 
Strand, where the Tlujtle of the gobd lady fiemmbed in full glory, 
and, with ij» legend of Memo me impwie, distiligiiished a shop then 
well known to idl ficottisa folk of high and low decree. 

And Were you ^ire aye to say voti^ Ordct to him ? " said the good 
old lady i ahb Shotihl make a distindtion between MaeCfillummore 

and the bits o' SoutlieUi bod^ Uiat they Ca’ lqrd« here- there aro as 
many o' ^em, Jeanie, as would gar anetlauktlwy maun cost but 
little fash in tJm making— soxhe of wm I wadnatriist wi' sixpcinne.s- 
worth of black rappee— some of them I wadna gie myacll the 
to put up a hapnyworth in browd papbr for— But I hope you allowed 
yourjweetdijig to the Duke of Arfc^le, for what sort of folk woiud he 
think your frmuds in Londoti, if you had been lording him, and him 
aDuke?" 
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“ lie didna seem muekle to mind,” said d'eoiiic; ho Lend that I 
was landward bred.” , * 

“ Wcel, weel,” answered the good lady. “ llis Grace kens me 
weel ; so I am the less anxious about it. 1 never fill his snuff-box but 
he says, ' How d'ye do, good Mrs Glass I— How ai*e all our friends in 
the Jfyrth?' or it may be—* Have ye heard from the Ntirth lately?* 
And you may be sure, I make my best curtsey, and answer, * My 
Lord Duke, I hope your Grace's noble l>i;ichei93, and your Gracofs 
young ladies, are well; and I hope the snuff continues to give your 
Grace saiisfaction.' And then ye will seethe people iu the shop 
begin to look about them ; and if there's a ^otsman, as there may bo 
three or half-a-dozen, aff go the hats, and mony a look after him, and 
* there goes the rrineO of Scotland, God bless liim 1' But ye haye not 
told me yet the very words he said t'y©.'^ 

Jeanio had no intention to be quite so communicative. She had, as 
the reader may have observed, some of the caution and shrewdness, as 
well as of the simplicity, of her country. She answered generally, 
that the Duke had received her very compassionately, and had 
promised to interest himself in her sister's aflair, and to let her Iiear 
from him iu the course of the next day, or the day after. She did 
not cho<3se to make any mention of his having ucsired her to be 
iu readiness to attend him, far less of his hint, that she should not 
bring her landlady. So that honest Mi‘s Glass was obliged to remain 
.satisnod with the general Intolligeucc above mentioned, after having 
done all slio could to oxtmet more. 

It may easily be conceived, that, on the next day, Jcaiiic declined 
all invitations mjd iqducetneuts^ whether of exercise or curiosity, to 
walk abroad, aiiAsfa itjg ucd to inhale the close, and somewhat jirofes* 
Kiomd atmospherj^lffllSrs Gloss's small parlour. The latter flavour 
it owed to a certaSn cupboard, containing, among other articles, a few 
c.misters of real Havwm all, which, whetlier from inspect to the.manu- 
fneture, or out of a reverend fear of the exciseman, Mrs Glass did not 
care to trust in the open shop below, and which communicated to tlie 
room a scenV that, however fragrant to the nostrUs Of tlie connoisseur, 
wjis not very agreeable to those of Jeanie. 

sirs,” she said to herself, “ I woiider how my cousin's silk 
manty, and her gowd watch^ or gnything in tlie world, can be worth 
sit ting sneezing "all her life in this little stifling room, and might walk 
on green braes if she lUted,” '* 

Mrs Glass was equally surprised at her cousin's reluctance to stir 
abroad, and her inuifferencc to Jthe flue sights of London. B would 
always licln to pass away the time,” she said,’ "ttb liave something 
i to look at, tiiougii anc was iu distress.” 'But 4^eanie was unpersuadable. 

'Jlie day after her interview with thelhakow^as spent in that hope 
delayed, Which maketU the heart sick.” Mhiiitcs glided aft&- minutes 
— hours lied after hours —it became too late to have any reasonable 
expectation of hearing from the ]>ukci that day ; yet the hope which 
.she disowned, she could not altogof^r reliiiquyi, and her heart 
tlirohbed, and her ejirs tingled, witli every casual sound in the shop 
, below, it was, iu Vain. Tlie day wore away in the anxiety of pro* 
.graded and firuitless expccUvtiou. 



TUB IIEAIIT OF MID-LOTIIUN. 


285 

The next nionimg commenced iu the same manner. *Iiut Ijeforo 
noon, a well-dressed gentleman entered Mrs Glass’s shop, and re- 
quested to see u young woman from Scotland. 

TJiat will be my cousin, Jennie Deans, Mr Archibald,” said Mrs 
Glass, wdtU a curtsey of recognizance. “ Have you any message for 
her from his Grace the Duke of Argyle, Mr Archibald ? I will carry 
it to her iu a moment.” • 

“ I believe I must give her the trouble of stepping down, Mrs 
Glass.” 

“ Jennie— Jeanie Deans!” said Mrs Glass, screaming at the bottom 
of the little stfiircase, which ascended from the corner of the shop to 
the higher regions. Jeanie^canic Deans, I say ! come down stairs 
instantly; here is the Duke of Argyle^s groom of the chambers desires 
to see you directly.” This was announced in a voice so loud, as to 
make txll who chanced to be within hearing aware of the important 
communication. 

It may easily be supposed, that Jeanie did not tarry long in adjust- 
ing herself to attend the summons, yet her feet almost fhUed her as 
blie eamo down stairs. 

“ T must ask the favour of your company a .little way,” said 
Archibald, with civility. 

“ 1 am (piite ready, sir,” said Jeanie. 

‘‘ Is my cousiu^olng out, Mr Archibald? then I w'ill liae to go wi' 
Iii'r, no doubt, — James llaspcr — Look to the shop, James. — Mr 
Archibald” piiJiing a jar towards hifn, you take his Grace's 
mixture, I think. Please to fill your box, for old' acquaintance sake, 
while 1 get on my things.” 

Mr Arcliibald transferred a modest parcel of smifF from the jar to 
his own mull, but said he was obliged to decline the pleasure or ]Mrs 
Glass’s eoinuany, as his message was particularly to the young person. 

“ rarticularly to tlie young peraonl ” said Mrs Glassj “ is not that 
uncommon, Mr Archibald? But his Grace i:? flie bes*fc judge; and 
you are a steady person, Mr Archibald. It is not every one that 
comes from a gro^t im\u’s house I would trust my cousin witli — Bpt, 
Jeanie. you must not go through the streets with Mr Arcliibald with 
your tar lull what-d’ye-eall-it there upon your slioulders, as if youJijid 
come up with a drove of Highland cattle. Wait till I bring down in^ 
eilk cloak. Why, w^oll have the mob after you ! ” 

“ 1 have a hackney-coach in lyaiting, madam,” said Mr Archibald, 
interrupting the officious old lady, from whoip. Jeanie might other- 
wise have found it dUficult to escape, aud, i bcHevc, I must not allow 
her time for any change Of dres6.” * 

So saying, he huifHed Jotmie into the coach, while she internally 
praised and wondered at the oa^y manner hi which he shifted ofi‘ Mrs 
Glass’s oflSicious ofiers and iiiquliles, without mentioning liis master’s 
ord^s, or entering into any eiqiknatiou. 

Oil entering tlie coach, Mr Archibald seated himself in the front 
seat, opposite to our heroine, aiid they drove on in silence. . After 
they had driven nearly half an hour, without a word on cither side, it 
occurred to Jeanie, that the distance and time did not correspond with 
tliat which had been occupied by her journey on the former occasion, 
T 
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to AJul from tJio residence of thel>nl?e of Ar^Oe. At length she i 
could iu)t lielj) her taciturn companion, “ Whilk wfty they were 

“Ajy Lord Duke will inform you himself, ina dam answered Archi- 
bald, with the sarao solemn courtesy which marked liis whole demean- 
our. Almost as he spoke, the hackney-coach drew up, and the cuacli- 
inan (Tismoimted and opened the door. Archibald out, and 
assisted Jeauie to ffet down. She found herself in a larffo tarnpike 
road without the bounds of London, upon the other side of which 
road was diwn up a plain cluiriot and four horses, the panels with- 
out arms, and the servants without liveries. 

You have hoen punctual, T see, Jeaiiie,” said tlie Duke of Argyle, 
as Archibald opened the carriage door. “ Y ou must bo my companion 
foi the rest of the waiy. Archibald will i*cmaiu here with tiie liaekiiey- 
coa.c!i till your return.” ^ 

Mre deanie could make answer, she found herself, to her no smnll 
ustonisliinent, seated by the side of a duke, in a carvia^j:c wdiieh rolled 
fo!‘ward at a i‘a))id yet smooth rat^ very diiterent in both particulars 
from the hnnhermg’, jolting vehicle wiiich she had just left; and 
which, lumhorin^ and jolting ajj it was, conveyed to one who hud 
hclilom been in a coach before, a certaiji feeling of dignity and im- 
poj-fcanoe. 

“ Yoiinir woman” said the Duke, ^Mifter thinkinp^as attentively on 
>oiir sixer’s case as is in my power, 1 continue to be impressed with 
Uu*. h(dief that great injustice imiy be done bv the execution of her 
Bi^utence. So are one or two liberal and iutclligcut lawyers of both 
countries whom I jiavo spc)keu w’ith. — ^Nay, pmy hear me out befoi c 
von thank me. — lhave already told you my personal convict i<m 
U of little consequence, unless I could impress the same upon oth(»rs. 
JS'ow l have done for you, what I would certainly not have done to 
serve any pui;pos(3 Qfjny own — have asked an audioiicfe of a Imly 
whose iilierest with llic king is de.servedly very Jngli. It has heen 
jUlowed me, and I am desirous tlini you should see her and H])eak feu* 
your.self. You have j)t> occasion t-o be abashed ; tele your story simply 
as you did to iiu\” ^ 

. . i am much obliged to your Grace,” said Jeanie, remembering Mrs 
Glass's ol large, ** and 1 am sure since I have had tlie conra^geto speak 
to your Grace, in poor Dffie’s cause, 1 have less reason to he. shame- 
faced in speaking to a leddy. But, sir, I would like to ken wkat toea' 
her, whether your gi’aoc,^ or your honour, or vour leddyship, as we 
say to lairds and Icddies in Scoj^laud. and Iwill take care to mind it ; 
I’or 1 ken leddiei? ai-e full mair particular than gqilllemen about their 
titJos of honour.” 

“ You have no <K*casion to call her anythiii^r but Madam. Just say> 
ivliat you think is likely to make the best iuiprcasiou— iook at mo 
from time to time— if I put my hand to my cravat* sn— (showing her 
tlip mdtion) — you will Stop but I shall only do this when you say 
anything ^at Is not likely to please.” 

Rut, sir, your Grace,” said Jeanie, itwasna ower muckle 
ti'ouble, wad it no be better to tell me what I should and I -could 
get it by heart?” 
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^ " No, Jeanic, that would not haive the same effeetr- that would bo 
like readiujpr a sermon, you know, which we gfood presbykvians tltiuk 
has less unctiofi than when spoken without hook,” replied tijo D’lkf;. 
“Just s])cak as ]>lMinly and boldly to this ladj, as von did to iiie the 
day before yesterday ; mid if you can grain her consent, I'll wad ye a 
plack, tis wo say in the nortli, tlmt you g^et the pardon frpni tlie 
king*.” 

As he spoke, he took a pamphlet from his pocket, and hcg’swiL to 
read. J eanie had ^ood sense and tact, which constitute betwixt t Jioni 
that which is calle<k natural good breeding. She interpreted the 
Duke's maticeuvrc as a Lint that «die was to ask no more questions, 
and she remained silent accordingly. 

The ciirriage rolled rapidly onwarUH through fertile meadows, orna- 
mented with splendid old oaks, and catching occasionally a glance 
<»f the majestic mirror .of a broad and placid river. After pass^g 
through a j)lea8ant village, tlio equipage stopped on a commandijig 
eminence, where the beauty of Eiighsli landscapes was displayed in its 
utmost luxuriance:’' Here the Duke alighted, and desired /eauio to 
follow' him. They iMUised for a moment on the brow of a hill, to gaze 
on the unrivalled landscape which it presented. A huge sea. of var- 
dure, with crossing and intersecting promontories of massive and 
tufted groves, was tenanted by nuinperless frocks and herds, m bieli 
seemed t o wander unrestrained and unbounded tlirough the rich pus- 
turea. The Thames, here tutroted with- villas, and there garhnulcd 
with forests, moved on slowly and ulaicidly, like the mighty nuunircb 
of J:ho scene, to whom all its other beauties were but accessories, and 
b(»re on its bosom an hundred barks and skiffs, whose white sails fmd 
gaily fruttering pennons gave life to the whole. 

The Duke of Argyle was, of* course, familiar with this scene ; "nut 
to a man of taste it must be always new. Yet, as he paused and 
looked on this inimitable landscape," with the feeling of delight whu U 
it must give to the bosom of every admirer of nature, his Ihon^IitH 
naturjilly reverted \m owix more grand, and scarce lesn beauiiruJ, 

domains of Invei%ry “This is a fine scene," he said to his conv 

panion, curious, perhaiis, to draw out her sontimeuts; “wc have 
iiothinglike it in Scotland." * ' . 

“It's braw rich feeding for tlie cows, and they have a fine breed o’' 
Cattle here/ replied Jeauie; “but ! liKe just as weel to look at Iho 
cviiigri of Arthur's Seat, and the sea coming in ayont them, as at a' 
thae mucklc trees." 

The Duke simile^ at a reply equaUy.professiomvl and national and 
made a signal for 0»e catriage to remaPi where it was. Then adoid- 
ing an unfrequented foot-path, he conducted Jeanie^ throuLd) soverai 
complicated mazes, to a postem-door in a high brick wall. It was 
shut ; biilf as the Duke tapped sliglitly at it, a person *in waiting 
within, after rocoimoitring through a small iron-^ate contrived foif 
the purpose, unlocked the door iind admitted them. They entered, 
and it ^vas immediately closed and fastened behind tliem, Tliii^i* was 
oil done quickly, the door so instantly cIomu^, and the person who 
opened it so si^dcnly disappearing, that Jeame could not ev^ esatch 
a glimpse of hia exterior. , " ■ * ' 
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They fouiicUhonise]ve^ atlUe extremity of a 46^1^ an#iM|0kr alley, 
carpeted with the most verdant and cbse-shaven torf, which felt like 
velvet under their foot, md screened jfroni the sun by the hrunches of 
the lofty elms wldeh united over the path, and caxwed it tp resemhlo, 
iu the solemn obseurity of the light wliicn they admitted, as well as 
from the range of columnar stems, aiid iuU-icale uuion of their arched 
brauchlis, pne of tlie narrow aide ai^a^ in au awdPut Gothic oa^ 
thodrul. ; ■ 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 


1 bcs6^ yOn<^ 

llicic t^RTB txisc^h 3rou, and tlicBC (dutato hsndA Woo you. 

That never yet wero licavod but to things ho)y— 

Things Ufce 'your8elf-.Vou are a pod dbovo us : 

Uou3aG«a, tlien, AiU ofsavingniercy'l < ^ 

77te Bloodff Ist'otJter. 

ENOOtJJua:»D as she was by the courteous mhnueia of her noble 
oouutrymau, it was not without a feeling of sometliing like terror 
that Jeanie felt herself in a place apparently so lonely, witli a inau 
of such high rank. Tliat she should have been permitted to wait on 
the Duke in Ills own house, and have been there received to a pri*- 
vate interview, was in itself an uncommon and distinguished event in 
the annuls of a liih so simple as bers ; but to liiid herself his travelling 
eouipmiion in a journey, and then suddenly to be left alone with him 
in so secluded a situhiion, had sometliiiig mil of awful mystery, • A ' 
romantic hcndiie plight have suspected and dreaded the power of 
her own charms; but Jeanie, Wiis too wise to let such a silly thought 
intrude on her mind- Still, however, she bad a most eager desire to 
know where she now was, and to whom she was to be presi^ted. 

Slie remarked Uuftthe Duke’s dress, though still such as indicate 
nuik and fashion (for it was not tlic custom of men of quality at that 
time to dress theniKclvc>i like their own coachmon or grooms), wfts 
nevertheless plainer tliau that .in, which, she hao seen him upon a 
former occasion, and was divested^ in particular, of all those badges 
'oi' external d^orution Which supeiioT consequence. In 

short, he was attired as plainly as aity gentleman of feshjem could 
appear iu the streets of Dondou in a morning ; and thiscwcurastauce 
bolped to shako au opinion whi(di Jeanie begau to entertain, that, 
peihops, he intended she should plead her cause in the presence of 
royalty itself. “ But^ surely," said slie tohe^lf, “he wad hae putten 
on his braw star and garter, an he had tliought 6’ coming before the 
face of IMqiesty-^anji after a’,tlu3 is j^lr like a poli^. 

than a TO 3 |||||||^e." '• 

There n^lluie sense in Jeanio’e ueasoning ; yet shBvraS , iaot 
sufficiently iMfress either of the circuoistauebs of eliquetijie, or the 
particular relations which existed betwixt Ihe govenuxieni laid, |he 
Duke of Argyle, to form an accurate judgment Itie Duke, ^.'we 
liave said, was at this time in open opposition to the administration 
of Bir RoberJ. Walpole, and was understood to be out' of favout with 
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tte ro3"al family, to whom he ha^ rendered such import, ftnt services, 
fiut it was a maxim of Queen Caroline, to bear herself towards her 
political friend^ with such caution, as if thbre was a. possibility of their 
one day being: lior enemies, and tovftrda political opponents AvitU the 
same dcgfi-eenf circumspection, as if they migrhfc agrain become friendly 
to her measttrea. ’Since Mav^ret,. of Anjou, no queen^onsoi-t lin’d 
exercised sudi vifoig:ht in the j^lltiw aiTiurspf Eni^lainh and the per- 
sonal address which she displayed on many occasions, had no small 
share in reclaiming: ft*om tlieir jjolitical heresy many of those deter- 
mined tories, who^ after thp reign of the Stewarts hod been ex- 
tinguished in the persod of' Queen Anne, wore disposed rather to 
transfer tlieir ^Icgianco to her brother the Chevalier do St George, 
tluui to acquire iu the settlement of the crown on the ITanovci*, 
family. Her hiishaud, whose most shining quality was courage iu 
the field of battle, and who endured the office of King of Kugiand, 
Without ever being able to acquire English habits, or any famili' 
ai’itv Avith JSuglish dispositions, found tlie utmost assistance fi’om the 
iiddi’CKs of his partner, and aaIuIo he jealously aftected to do every- 
thing according io' his oavu Avill and ptcasnre, was in secret prudent 
enough lo take and follow the advice of his more adroit consort, 
lie intrusted to her the delicate office of deternfining the various 
degrees of favour necessary to attach the wavering, or to conllrin 
such as were already friendly, or to regain those v^ Iiose good-Avill hud 
been lost. * 

With all the winning address of an elegant, and, according, to tho 
iimcH, an accomplislicd woman, Qiieoii Caroline possessed the mascu- 
line soul of the other sex. She was proud by nature, and oven her 
policy could not always temper her expressions of di,<pkasnve, 
altliough few Avero more^ ready at repairing any fiilsc stop of this 
kinch whep her prudence came up to the aid of her passions. 8 lio 
loved ihll^rcal poasosaiou of power, rather th^q the show of if, and 
whatever she did herself that was either wise or popular, slie alvAnya 
desired that the king should have the full credit as avoJI as the advan- 
tage of the mea»ire, conscious that, by adding to his rcs])ectnbilir3% 
she Avas moat likely to maintain her own. And so desirous avjis idn^ 
to comply with all 413 tastes, that, when threatened Avith the goiif, slie 
liad rcivoatedly had recourse to checking the fit, by the use 01 the colli 
bath, tuereby endangering hci’ life, 'that ahe miglit be able t.o attend 
the king ia his walks. ’ « 

It was a my consistent part of Queen Oaroline's character, to keep 
up many private correspondences wijh those to whom in public she 
seemed uufavouriffije, or who, for various reasons, stood ill with the 
eourt. By this means she kept in her hands the tlir<;ad of many a ■ 
political intrigue, and, Avitihont pledging herself to anything, could 
often prewent discontent from, becoming hatred, and opposition from 
jexaggcratjng itself into rebellion. If by any accident her corre- 
/apondence AVith such persons chanced to bo ob.served or discovered, 
which she took all possible pains to prevent, it ayos represonte^l^sjabi 
mei’C intercourse of society, having no reference to politics ; au 
iinsAwer with ^hicli even the prime minister, Sir Robert l\"nlpo]e, Avas 
compelled to remain satisfied, AVhen be discovered that tho Queen 
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liad driven a private audience to Pultency, afterwardB Bari of Xfeih^ 
hift moF^t formidable and most inveterate enemy. 

In thus maiutatniuff occasion^ intercourse with *eeveral persons 
who seemed most alienated froM the crown, it may readily bo sup- 
jiosed, that Queen Caroline had taken care not to break entirely with 
ilio Dulro of Argylo. His hi^li birth, his great talents, the estimation 
iti wiiirii he was held in his own oouutryj^ the great services which he 
had rendered the house of Brunswick m 1715, placed him liigh in 
that rank of persona who were not to be rashly ne^rlectod, lie had, 
almost by his single and unassisted talents, atoppod the irruption of 
the banded force of all tiie Highland cluefa; there was little doubt, 
tha <4 with the slightest encouragement^ he could put them all in 
motion, and repew the civil wav ; and it was well known that the 
most flattering overtures had been transmitted to the Duke from the 
coui t of ^5t Germains. The dimr^tcr and temper of Scotland was 
still little known, and it was' considered as a volcano, whicli might, 
indeed, slumber for a series of years, but was still liable, at a inomept 
the hiiist expected, to break out into a wasteful eruption. It was, 
Ihci'ofove, of the highest importance to retain some hold over so im- 
portant a personage as the Duke of Argyle, and Cai-oline prcseiwed tlie 
power of doing so by means of a lady, with wbpin, as wife of George 
ii,, she mightnave been supposed to bo on less intimate terms. 

It Avas not the least instance of the Queen’s arldiiess, that she had 
contrived that one of her principal attendants, Lady Suffolk, sliould 
imilij in her own» person the two apparently inconsistent characters, 
of hnr husband's mistress, and her own very obsequious and com- 

} >lai3fin t cantidan fe. By this dexterous management the Queen secured 
)ev power ngaimt the danger which might most have threatened it 
—the lliwarting influence of an ambitious rival ; and if she submitted 
U) the moi’tification of being obliged to connive at her l^usband'a 
infidelity, she was at least guarded against what she miglillHhi^^ its 
Tiiosi diingoroua ofTefilSj, and was besides at liberty, now and then, to 
lKi;ito\v a few civil insults upon Iier good Howard,’' whom, however, 
ill gonei’ah fdio treated with great decorum,^ Lady Suffolk lay under 
tlrong obligations to tlie Duke of Argyle, for roaepna which may bo 
c..))]ijctcd from Horace ' Walpole's Bemmiscericea tff, that reign, and 
through her means the Dukh had some occasional Correspondence 
with Queen Oaroline, much inteaKrupted, however, since the part he 
hjid tfikon in the debate couoeming the Porteous mob, an affair which 

I ihc (luceu, though somewhat unreosbnably, was disposed to resent, 
ither intended and premeditated iniEJteeoft to }»« ’iwa person 
tid authority, than as a suddhn ebplHliion of pdpufat vengeance, 
hoAvever, the communication cejmeii^ open betmsit them, 
loiigli it had bee® of late disused on both sides. Thciiio remorics 
il) ho found iieoessaiy to understand the scene which is afeeut to be 
vprcseiitoci to the reader, J'.w. * ' ■ , 

I I'i om the narrow ahoy which they had travei’sed, the Buke turned 
of the same character, but lirondcr and still longer Here, 
fi<'Cfhc iirrtt lime since they had entered those gm-deus/JeaniedaW 
approacliing them. , 

^ 1 See noTaM Walpole's Sminltaencfli. 
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They were two ladicus ; ono i>f whom walked a little hehmd the 
other, yet not so touch as to prevent her from lieiuinff and replying 
to wliatevov observation -wna addressed toiler by the: lady who walked 
fovoTLiost, and that witliout her having the. trouble to turn her person. 
As they advanced very slowly, Jeanie harl time to study their features 
and appearance, ' The l>uke also slackened his pace^as if to give her 
time to collect herself, and reijeatedly desired her not to bo ‘afraid. 
The lady who sfcemed the prineinal person liad remarkably good 
fcatui'cs, though somewhat injuroa by the siuaH^iox, that venomous 
scourge which each Vsillage. Esculapius (thanks to Jelnuiv) can now 
tamo as easily as their tutelary deity subdued the Python. Tiie lady's 
eyes -were brilliant, lier teeth good; and her countenance formed to 
express at will either majesty or courtesy, ifer form, though rather 
mbon;poifU, was noverthcleas graceful ; and tl;^ elasticity and lirm^ 
ness ol her step gave no room to suspect, Wliat was actually the ease, 
that she kufiered occasionally from a disoMer the most uiuavourable 
to pedestrian exercise. Her dress -was rather rich tlmu gay, and her 
manner commanding and n(»ble. 

Her companion was of lower stature, with lighl-brown hair and 
cxiiressivo blue eyes. Her features, without being absolutely 
regular, wore perhaps more pleasing than if they had been critically 
handsome. A meknclioly, or at least a pensive expression, for wliicli 
her lot gave too much cause, predominated when she was Kilent, but 
gave way to a pleasing and good-humoured smile when site spoke to 
anv one. 

Wlien they were wdtiiju twelve or fifteen yards of these ladiea, the 
Duke made a sign that Jeanio should stand still, and stepping forward 
liirnsolf, with the grace which was natural to him, made a prolbaiid 
obeisance, whicli was formfdly,yet in a dignified nwuiner, rotumod ]>y 
the person ge whom he npproached. 

“ 1 hdPt'' slm wud, witli an tiflable and condc^gnding smile, that I 
see so great a stranger at court, ns the Duke of Avgilo has been of 
late, in as good liealth as his fiieuds there and elsewhere could wish 
him to eidoy." • 

The l>uke replied, That he had been jKn'fectly w ell ; ” and added, 
“ that the necessity of attending to the public business before tlie^ 
ilouse, as well as ^e time occupied by a late jpurney to Scotland/ 
had rendered him Ic^ aasiditous in paying his duty at tlie le\ce ami 
drawdng*room tliou he eonW hmo desired/^ 

Wiieu y^*i4’ Grace can €nd time for a duty so frivolous,” renlied 
the Queen, you are awmx^ of your tijle to be well received. J in^pc 
my reckdiuess to c Jwrply with the wish which yon expressed yesterday 
to Lady Suffolk, is a eu&ient proof that one of the royui f amily, at 
least, haft not forgotten ancient impoi-tant services, in resenting 
something which resembles recent neglect." This w^as said apufircutly 
with great good-humour, and in a tone which expressed a. desire of 
conciBation. 

The Duke rcplkdy “That he would account himself the ffpi_ 
unfortunate of men, if he could bo supposed capable of neglecting 
his duty, in giodes and circumstances when it was expected, ttud 
W'ould have been agreeable. He was deeply gratified by the honour 
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Tvhicli her Majesty vaa liqw doin«^ to Mm personally; mul lie trusted 
she would soon perceive to* it was in a matter essential to liiw 
Majesty's iutevost, that he had the boldness to pve Ifer this trouble." 

“ Yon cannot oblijje me more, my Lord Duke,” replied the 
Queen, than by ' giving me tlie advant^e of your lig^bts and ex- 
perience on any point of tlie service. Your Grace is awarcj. 

that Fean only be the medium titrough which llie matter is subjeetod 
to his Majesty’s stiperior wisdom ^ but if it is a suit which respects 
your Grace personally, it skill lose no support by being preferred 
through me.'^ 

“ It is no suit of mine, madam,” re])lied Iho Duke ; nor have I 
any to prefer for myself personijly, although I feel iu full force my 
obligation to your Majesty. It is a bufnness which concerns his 
Majesty, as a lover of justice and of mercy, and whicli, I am convinced, 
may be highly useful in conciliating the uwfortniiate irritation which 
at irreseat suosists among bis Majesty’s good subjects in Scotland.” 

There were two parts of this speech disagreeable to Caroline. In 
the plKwe, it removed the flatteihig notion she had Routed, that 
Argylc designed to use her personid intercession ip making nis peace 
with the administration, and recovering tiie employments of wlncli he 
had been deprived | ana next, she was displeased that he should talk 
of ilio discontents in Scotland as hTltations to bo conciliated, rather 
tlmu suppressed. . ^ 

Under the iiiHuence of these feelings, she answered Imstily, ^ Tlmt 
his Majea^ Jiasgood subjects in Engmiid, my Lord'Buke, hois bound 
to tliauk God and tiio laws--that<1ic has subjects in Scotland, 1 thitik 
be may thank God and his eword.” ' 

The Duke, tliough a courtier, coloured jsiliglidy, and the Queen, 
instantly sensiole of her emr, added, witjiout displaying the least 
change of countenance, and as if the words had ueen ^original 
brandi of the sentejipe— ** And the swords of those real ■btchuion 
who are friends to the House of Bruuswiok* particularly that of his 
Grace of Ar^ie.” 

“My sword, madami'’' replied tiie Duke, *'like titat of my fatlicrs, 
has been always at tl» -cominand of my lawful king; and of my native 
^country— I trust it is, impossible to separate their real rights and 
interests. But the present is a matter ,of more private concern, and 
respects the person of an obscure individuai.” 

“ What is the a^air, my Lord ? ** srM the Queen. “ Let us frnd out 
what we are talking about,loSt wo should juisooiistrae and misunder- 
stand each other,^“ 0 . 

“ The matter, mndan^" imswered .thie Duke of Afgyle, “ regards tlm 
|fatc of an unfortunate young woman in. Be^limd, how lying under 
gteutence of decth, for a etime of which 1 thiiik it higWy probable tliat 
Ihe is innooenti .And my hutnMe petition to your Mjyestf is, to ob- 
tain your powerfiiUtetereession with the Kbig for a pardon.” 

It was nowthe.Qimeifs Wh to colovur, and she did so over clicok 
, aiftM>row— neck and bosom. She paused a moment, as if unwilling 
to trust'her voice \vith the first e^eprcssioii of her displeasure,; and on 
assuming an air of diguity nnd au austere regard of .control, ^le at 
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leng^Ui replied, ‘‘My Lord I>uko, aotfi&k your ruolives for 
addr(!ssiii<»’ to ino a request, whieh carctwu^itancijs hare reudered sucli 
an cxtraorcUnai^r one. Your road to the Kiiig’s cl(®et,4is a peer and 
a priv^'-coiincillor, entitled to requeM an «udien<!^, was opcji, without 
g'ivinff me the pain of this diseusjdoB* I^ at le^Ht^ haTe bad enough of 
fcicotdi pardons.” * , , 

The I)uke wiis prepm-cd for this bur^ of indignation, mid lie was 
not shaken by it. He did sot attempt a rej^y while the (iueeu was 
in the first heat of displeasure, but remained; in the same hrm, 
yet rOsnectfiil poi^ture^ which lie had assumed during the inter- 
view. The Que^n, trained from her situation t& self-comuiaiul, ii^*- 
Htantiy ixuieeivod the, adTantage she might give against lierseJf hy 
yielding to passion ; aud added, in the same condescending and aflkble 
tone lu Viiich she bad opetied the iuterviewi " You must allrtw iiio 
some of the ptivUeges m the sex. mj lord ; and do not judge unchar- 
itably of me, though 1 am a little moved at the recoliection of Uie 
gross insult and oulnige done in. your capital city to tlie royal au- 
thority, at the very time when it was vested in my unworthy person. 
Your Grace cannot be auriirised that I should botii have felt it at the 
time, and recollected it now.” 

“ It is certsvinly a matter not speedily to be forgotten ” answered 
ilie Hulte. “ My own poor thoughts of it have been long before your 
Majesty, and 1 uuiat have expressed myself* very ill if 1 did not convey 
my detestation of the murder whkdi waa^eommitted under such ex- 
traordinary ckmmstances. I might, indeed, bo so unfortunate ns to 
diier with liisMiyest^’s advisei's on the degree in which it was cither 
just or politic to punisb the iuuoeeut instead of the guilty. But 1 
trust your Majesty wUi permit me to be silent on a topic in which my 
Bcntimehts have not t& g(g>di<w:tuue'tocomddc with those of uiove 
able inem^ 

‘‘ We IBI not prosecute a topic on which wc^yiay probably differ,” 
saidtlio Qncen. “One word, however, 1 may say in privatc—yiyu 
know our good Lady Suffolk is a little doaf—t^ie Duke of Argjdo, 
wlicn disposed to fenew his acqUainjtoee with lifamastcr and mistress, 
will hardly find many topics on which we should disagree.” 

“ Let met hope,” said the Luke, Imwing profoundly to so flattering- 
mi intimation, ^ tliat I sliall not be so uniortupate as to have foimf^ 
one on tiie mesent occasion.” > 

. “ 1 must nrst impose on youa Oraeo the duty of confession,” said 
the Queen, “ before I grant yon. .abwiiution. What is your iiarticiilav 
interest In this yoimf WA>bimn She does not seem ” Jand she scan- 
ned Jeanie, as. wjth ihe eye of/acoimoisseur) “much 
qualified to olmt-m my fri^d tiic Bu<dmsg’s je^ousy.” 

“1 think youiv Majesty*” replied the Luke, smiling in Ids turn, 
“ will all<fw my taste may be a pledge fOr me on Umt score.” 

“Then, though she has not ranch the grande damf\ I 

suppose she hi some thirtieth cousin in the temble duqHer of Scot- 
tish genealogy?” 

“ No,,maaiim,” said the Lukei'^but 1 wish somc of my nearer re^ 
latloHs had liqjf her wm'tbf honesty, and offeotimi.” 
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Ilcr name be €ainj)bdl, ai least?" said Queen Caroline. ■, 
madfim ; Iser name w not quite so distinj^ished, if I may be 
permitted to say so,” answered the Duke. 

“Ah! hut she comes from Inverary or Argyleshiro ? ” said the 
Sovereig-n. 

“ SJie has never been farther nOi^ . in her life than Edinburgh, 

i»«adjiLi." 

‘'Then my conjectures are all eud^," said the Queen, “and your 
Grace must yourself take the trouble td explain the aifair of your 
protegee.” ; . ^ . 

With that precision and eai^ brevity udtich is only acquired .by 
habitually conversing k the h^ner ranks of soctefy, ana which is the 
diametncal opposite dl^hat proti'acted style of disquisition, , 

“Which squiret entt potter, asidwlileh men caJtiiftosft,’' 

the Duke explained the singular law under EfBp Deans had 
received sentence of death, and detailed the iiifecUonate, exertions 
which Jeauic Inul tnade in behalf of a sister, for whose sake she was 
willing to sacrilicc all but truth and conscience. 

Queen Caroline listened witli attention ; she was rather fond, it 
must be remcuibercd, of an ai'gument, and, soon found matter in wliat 
the Duke told her for raising diihcultics to his request. 

“It appciirs to me, ipy Lord," she replied, “ tVt this is a severe 
law. Llut still it is adopted upon good groundsu I am bound to sup- 
pose, as the law of the country, and the girl has been cojivicfced under 
It. The very presamntions which the law construes into a positive 
proof of guilt cxi^t in her case j and all that your Grace has said con- 
ocrriiug the })oasibility of her innocence may be a very good av^imeOt 
ibi' annulling the Act of Parliament, but. cannot, while it stau(& good, 
bo admitiod in favour of any ibdindugd convicted upon the statute.". 

The Duke saw and avoided the snare, for he was consclpis, tliat, 
by replying to the ai’fetttnent, he must have been inevitably led to a 
di.^ussion, iu the course of which the Queen was likely to^be hardened 
ill her own opinion, until she became obliged, outof mlere respect 
to consistency, to let the criminal suffer. “If. your Miyesty.'^ ho 
said, “ would condescend to hear my poor couutiT^omau hers^ 

Imps she may find an advocate in your own hes^rt, more able tli^i I 
am, to combat the doubts suggested by your understanding;" ’ 

The Queen seemed to acquiesce, qua the Duke uiade a signal for^ 
Jeanio to advance from tlie spot where she had lutherto^ remained' 
watchino* countenances, which were loo long accustomed to sup- 
press all api>arent signs of emdiion, to convey to Jier oiiy interesting 
mtelligeace. Der Majesty could hot help smiling at the awe<strocK 
manner in which tlie quiet demure figure of the little Scotchwoman . 
advanced towards her, andycft tnoro at the fust sound of broad 
northern accent. But Jcahib had a voice low and sweetly toned, an 
admirable thing in woman# and eke besought “ her Leddysiiiu to We 
juty^^n a Jipor misgttsd^;^ung creature, in tones bo anccting, that, 
'“•iiKe tho^iotQs of some of her native son^, provincial vulgarity waa 
lost iii pathok ' , ; 

“ Stand up, ypung wdmmi," iobl ,£he Quemi, but in a kind tone, 
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“ and tell me wlmt wort of a liiirhatons people yoitr count^folk are, 
where chihl-munlev has b^a^e so eonimon m to rcquii’e the restraint 
of laws like yours?” ^ . 

“ Ifyour teijdyslup pleas^,'' answered Jeanie, “there are raony 
places besides Seotoia where mothers are unkind to their am desh 
aPd blood/' . 

' It must bo observed, that the disputes between George the S«K)nd 
and Frederick, Prince of Wales, were then at highest,' and 
that the i^od-natured pai^ of tl» public laid the blame on the 
Queen, . she coloured highly, and darted a gfitnee of a most 
penetrating character £kst at Jcanlo« and then at the Duke. 


* Both sustained it unmoved*; Jeanie from total unconseiousiieBs 
the offence she had given, and the Duke frdmilBhabitad composure. 
But in lus heart he thought, My unlucky protegde has with this luck- 
less anavfer, shot dead, by a kiud of chance medley, her only hope of 


Lady Suffolk; gdedJmmouredly and skilfully, intoposed in this 
awkward ei^sis. “You should tell tins lady/'vshe said to Jeanie, 

“ jthe particular causes which render this crime common in youm 
country.” 

“ Some thinks it’s the Kirk-Session— that is— it^? the cutty-stool, 
if your Leddyship pleoscsj” said Jeanie, looking down, and curtsey- 
iiig. • 

The what ? ” said Lady Suffolk, to whoM the phrase was new, and 
who besides was, rather deaf. 

“ That's the stool of - icpentance, madai% if it please your Leddy- 
ship,” answered Jeanio, “for fight life and conversation, and for 
breaking the seventli command?' Hero slm raised her eves to 
the Duk^ saw his hand at his chin, and, totally unconscious or what 
she had said out of ^oint, gave double effect to the iuueiido by stop- 
ping sbott^nd loolang ombairassed. 

, M for Lady Suffolk, she retired like a cpvcrid# party wbich, hav- 
ing iuterposea bfeti^t their retreating Mends and the enemy, Imvc 
suddenly dru^ ni^tliemselTQS a ffre unexpectedly severe. 

iho, deucp take the lass, thought the Duke of Argyle to himself: 
there goes onothmr shot— and site has hit with both barrels right aiicl 
left! - 

. Indeed tlm Duke hadhimself hiaslmre of the confusion, for, haying 
acted m njastesr of ceremonies toxins innoceiit offender, he felt much 
in the circumstancea of a coivntry squire, wfio^ having introduced hia 
spaiiiel into a well-appointed drawing-room, is doomed to witness the 
disorder and daraojjp which arises to bhina and to dress-goiyns, in 
eopsequehce of its untimely frolics. Jeanie's last chanc^liit, how- ^ 
«vhr, ^iterated the ill lroprm®lun which had ariseiL flfom the first; 
fdfr hdr jMoiftSty had not so lost the fc#nga of, a ww in those of a 
bi\t that i^ho could at 0to esspehso of “ her good, 

Suffolk.” She tuniccl towai*mi/A!e Duke' of Argyle with a smile, • 
whi^h uaarked that she enjoyed 4ho ami “iho' 

^oEtchore a ngidly moral people.” Then ags^ 'appMzig herself t^T*" 
Jeanie, she asked, how she travelled up S&tland. ' 

“ W mosUy, the reply^ 
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“ \Vluif, all that immense w«y upon foot?— How f u* can you walh^ 
in a day ? " 

“ Fh c-aud-twenty milc« and a bittock/' ^ 

^•A»id a what?'’^ boid the Queen, looking towards the Duke of 
Arjprvlo. 

And alwut five miles more/^ replied the Duko. 
thought 1 waf> a good wjilkor/’ atild the Queen, "hut lln'^ 
shames me sadly/' 

* " May yonr Leddyship never hoe sao vreai7 a hcail, that yo canna be 

6011^11)10 pf the weariness of the limbs^said Joauio. 

Tliat came bettor oil', Uiought the X>ake$ it’s the fifst thing she; 
lias bald to the pui*pOiitO. 

And I didim mst vthegitlter ivalk the haill way neither, fori had 
whiles the cast of a cart; and I htui tlie oast of a hotse fiom Fori \ 
budge -and divers other easements,^' said Jemiic, cutting shou 
hcrstoiy, fur she obsorved the Duke made the sign he had fixed 
upon. 

“ With all these aeeommodations," answered the Qiicon, “ yon 
•must h ivc had a very fatigniug journey, aiwk I fear, to little iiiirposo ; 
since, if the king were to pardon your sister, in all probability it would 
do ]i( L little go<m, for 1 supiiobc your people ofKdinbuigh would hang 
lu'i «mt of spile."' 

She will sink herself now ontiicht, thonebt tlicd)uke» 

lint he wa^ wiona, The shoaK on which ,k.inie had loucliid in 
iliis dtlieato coineisatiou lay underground, and were unhnoun t» 
h( 1 ; this lock was aho>e water, and tdic avoided it 

»Slic was confidenl,*' hlio haid, "that buttli town and country wad 
Hi )ico to ,ee his Majesty taking compa siou on a poor uufucndoil 
tic lime.” 

"ills Miyosly has not found it so in a late instance, *' ^aid the 
Queen; "but 1 feuppo-e, my Lord Duke would advise him to lx* 
ftiiidod by the votes of the rabble ihomselves, who should be Iiongcd 
and who spared?” t 

Jvio, madam,” said tlic Duke; "but 1 Would »i\ise his Majesty to 
be guided by his own feelings, and those of Im rojal consort; and 
then, I am suio, punishment wdl only attach itself to guilt, and even 
‘ llion with cautious reluctance.” 

" Well, my Lord,” bald her Jd^'eety, "all flioae fine spocclics do not 
convince me ol the propriety of so f»qor showing any caark of fiivour 
to your— I suppose I must not say lyshellioub ?— at least, yotlr 
very disadectea and intractable mete^ppolis, the whole nation 

i^ in « league to screen the siivago nno abominr-Bfc murderers of that 
unhappy man; otherwise* how is it jiossible but that, of so many 
perpetralois, and engaged iu so public an action tbr sueli a leni^h of 
tune* one at least mw >t have been recognised ? Even thtt wen A, for 
aiirtbl I can tell, may bo u depo'^itw y of the secret* —Ilark you, young 
w’-nnan, had >ou any fiiondi engaged in the Torteous mob?” 

* 4 ?»!No, TuiulnTU," answered Joanic, happy that the qaesUon was 
fninod tint bhe could, with a good conscience, answer it iu the 
ni'ft.ilno ^ 

"But I suppose, ” continuedthoQueen, "ifyon wcrcposbcssedof 
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Micli n «ou*of, you would hold ill a matter of cojxwieoco to 'keen it to 
}ou) self?” 

“ I would pray, to be directed and guided wbat was the line of duly, 
madam/' au'^werod Jeaiiie. 

“ Vo'*, and take that whidi suited your oto incliuatJons*' implied 
Lot TVlnjesly. 

“If it like you, madam," said Jeauio, “I would bae gaen to the 
end of the oartii to save tlio life of John PortOOUs^ or any other un- 
happy mnn ill his condition ; but 1 might lawfully doubt how far 1 am 
eallod upon to be the avenger of his blood, thon^ it may boconu^ tJio 
civil magistrate lo do so. lie h dead and gnne to hisjilace, and they 
' that Love slain him must answer for thoir aia act. • But my si<.ter— 
my puir bKlcr Effie, stall lives, though bji^ days and hours ai*o 
nuioDCTed 1— 8ho fctiJl livoii, and a word of the King’s moutli might 
le^torc licr to a broken-hearted auld man, tluit never, in his daily and 
ui/irlilly exorcise, forgot to pray that liis Majesty might bo blessed 
with a long mid a]}roBpcrous reign, imd that his throne, and the throne 
of his posterity, might be established in righteousness. O, madam, 
if ever yo keud whet it was to sorrow for and with a sinning and a ‘ 
suffering creature, whose mind h sue tossed tliot she can be ueithor 
ca’d lit to live or die, have some compassion on our misery !— Saic 
an Iionoht home from disliouour, aUd an unhappy girl, not oightecu 
years of age, from au early and dreadfhl death 1 Alas I it is not when 
we sleep soft and wako memly ourselWsrt that we think on other 
people’s sutferingSk Our hearts are Waxed light within us then, and 
wo are for i ightmg our ain wrangs and fighting our ain battles. But 
when the hour of trouble comes to tlio mind or to the bodv -and 
seldom may It visit your Loddysbin’^nd when the hour or death 
comes, that comes to liigh and loV— lung and late may it be jours 1 — 
Oh, my Leddy, tlien it isnu what we hao dune for oni’sclh, but what 
we hue duuo for others, that swt Uiink on moist pleasantly. And the 
thoughts that ye Iwe iuter^^ened to spare the pWF thing’s life will bo 
sweeter in that boat, come when It may, than if a word(»f your mouth 
could liauff the lioill Portcous mob at the tail of ae fow\" 

Tear foflowed tciir down Jennie’s cheeks, as, her fibiturcs glowing 
and quivering with emotion, she pleaded her sihter’s cause with a 
patho<r which was at once simple and solemn. 

“ This is eloquence," said her Majesty to the Duke of Argylo. 

“ Young wamaa," Sho ocmtiuucd, adaressing herself to Jennie, “ 1 
cannot grant a pardon toyour si«tcr— ^hut you shall not waul my warm 
intcrcoiSion with Ws W^esty. Take this housewife case,” she con- 
tinned, pttfttng a Bmall embroidered needle-^cose into Joanio's hands ; 

“ do not open it iHtw, but at your teisUre-^yon will find somothing 
, in it which will i embd you that you hava had an futeryiew with Queen 
Carofiue/' ' * 

Jeanio, Baving bisr suspieibuathus confirmed, dropped on her knees, 
and would have expanded herself in gratitude; but the Duke, who 
was upon thorns lest sho should say more or le^s than just enough,, 
touched his chin once more. . , . . , , , J" 

“ Our business is, I think, ended for the present, my Lord Duke," 
said the Quceiq and, 1 trust, to your satisfaclion. llcreafter I hope 



. {rAX<^ OV m tiAKDIiOBD. 


m 

to SCO joiir Grace more frcquenily^both at Umlimond and St James's.'* 
-—Come, biwlY SitlFolk, we mast mjh Grace prood-moniinff 
Tlicy nxchaiiffod tlicir parting teveriMU'cs, and tiio l>iike9 so soon 
as tlic uuiica had turned their bacTrs, as isfced Jeojiic to ri«e fr(»m the 
groitiivi, and conduct< d lier back tomigh the a\enue, which aJietrode 
with the feeling of one Who walks in her sloop. 


CHAPTER XXXVm. 


So soon /IS T can T?fii ibo ofTctidca Kln^t 
1 wifl I)c your artvocate 

Cimilfhnf 

The Duke of Argjlo led the in hileiice to the small poKterii h) 
which IJiey hud been admitted into Kkhiuojid Park, so long the 
‘ f.ivouiite reflidcuco of Qu<‘oii Caroline. U w»n ojieued by the sann* 
half-seen janitor, and they found tlienendvcs beyond the precinets of 
'tlie roval uemeane. Still. not a word \\ps sj>okeii on either side. 
TJie I )uke i»robd.bly whbed to allow In \ rustic protegee time (o recruit 
lier faculties, dazzfcd and sunk with colloquy sublujio 5 and betwixt 
wluii she had guessed, liad heard, and had seen, Jcimie Deans’s mind 
wa^ too much agitated to permit her to a^k any qiiestiong. 

They found the carriage of tI»o Duke in the jdctce nhcre they bad 
left it ; and wlwu they remined tbeir plaecs, roou begLiu to ndvanco 
rapidh oji their return to town, 

*• 1 think, J(*anie,” said the Duke, breaking silence, *‘y;ou Iia’ve evf rv 
jca‘«on to congratulate youraclfou Ihc f sue of your inter'iiew T*ilh 
Ihu* Miiiestv." 

‘‘And that leddy rf^osthc Gucen herscll?'' mid Jeanio;^* 1 mis- 
donbU*d it whow 1 saw that your lioiiour didim ]>ut on your lint— And 
jot 1 ean hardly, believe it, oen nheu I heaid her*- peak ithersoli.’' 

“It was certninlj Queen Curoliue/* replied the l)uke, “Have you 
no curiosity to see what is iutlie little pocket-book?” 

“ } )o you think the pardon will be in it, sir ? ” said Jeanie, with the 
eager animation of hope. 

“Wliy, no” Tejdieu the Duke; “[thati** unlikely. They seldom 
cairy tlu'-w things about them, unleni they were likely to bo wanted ; 
mid, bet ides, her Majesty told you it was the King, not slie, who was 
lo grant it.” ^ ♦ 

*• I'hat is true too*” said Jeaule ; “ but 1 am so confused in my mind 
- -But does yowtsdUonoui* think there is a certainty of EfRe's pardon 
ilu^n ? ” coutmuw she, stiU hoUing in her hand the uuopciiEd poi^et* 
|book. 

Ik“ Why, kinga are kittle cattle to shoe behind, ns wo say in the north,” 
Hfehcd the Duke; “but his wife knows his trim, and 1 have not tlio 
fiCHst doubt that the mattior is quite oprtain.” 

W **0 God be praised! God be praised!" ejaculated Jeanie and 
l^ay the glide l<mdy nevor want the lioai't’s ease she has gicn mo at 
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,.tlu9 moment f— And Ctod bless you my Lord ! without your help I 

wad ne'er Ime won near her.” 

The Duke let lier dwell upon this sulgect for a considerable time, 
curiou.:,perliaps, to jjco lio;y long- the fecHugs of gratitude 'would <*oii- 
tiiiuo to supersede those of curiosity/ But Ht> feeble -was the latter 
^ feeling in Jeanie's mind, that his Gh*aeeL with whom, perliaps, it was 
for the time a little stronger, was obligea once more to bring fol vvaul 
the subject of the Queen's present. It was opeued accordingIv» In the 
inside of the case were the usiitvl assortment of silk and neemes, with 
Bcis90rs^W^zci‘s, $tt . ; and in the pocket was a badk-bihforhl^ pounds. 

The Duke had no sooner informed Jcouic.of the value of this last 

* document, for she was unaccustomed to see notes fbr such sums, than 
she expressed Iier regret at tlie mistake which had taken jdace. ‘‘ For 
the hussy itaell," she said, ‘‘ W'as a very valuable thing for a keepsake, 
witli the Queen's name written in the inside with her aiii hand doubt- 
less— as plain as could be, and n crown drawn uboou it." 

She therefore tendered the bill to the Duke, requebting him to find 
some mode of rcturiiipg it to the royal owner. 

*‘No, no, Jeanie,” said the Dukcu “there is no mistake in' the 
case. Her Majesty knows you have been put to great expense, and 
she w-ishes to make it up to you." 

“lam siu-e she is even ower gude," said Jeanie, “ and it glads me 
rauckle that 1 cau^xay back Dumbiedikes^ Ms siller, without (listi’css- 
ing iny father, honest man." 

“ DumMedikes ? What, a freeholder of Mid-Lotlnau, is he not r ’’ 
smd his Graoe, whose occasional residence iu that county made him 
acquainted wiui most of the heritors, as landed persons are termed iu 
Scotland— “ He has a house not far from Dalkeith, wears a black wig 
and a laced hat? " 

“Yes, sir," answered Jeanie, who had her rea»<m8 for being hiri<?f hi 
her answ'ers upon tliib topic- ^ 

“ All, my old friend Dumbie!" said the Duke; have thrice soon 
him fou, and only bneo heai’d ^lle sound of his voice*^Is he a cousin 
of yours, Jeanie."'# 

“ No, sir,-- iny Lord." 

^ Then lie must be a well-wisher; I suspect ?” 

“ Ye— yes,*— Lord, sir," answered Jeanie, blushing and with' 
hesitation. 

“Aha! then, if the Laird starts, I Suppose my Mend Butler must 
be iu some danger?" 

“ O no, sir," answered Jemiic nmch juore readily, but at the same 
time blushing muen sEUbpo deeply. 

“Well, Jennie,^' said the Duk^ .^you are a gkl may be safely 

* trusted with your OAvn matters, and X ^11 inquire bo farther about 

tliem< Blit as to this same pardon, I must see to it ^sed throu^lv 

the proper forms ; and 1 have a friemd iu D0ce wno will, for auld ladg 
syne, do me so muph favour. And then, JeAnie, as 1 shaljL hove occo- 

" Sion to send an express down to j^eotlond) who trav^ whh it, 
and more swiftly llan you oan dcb I to have it put into 

the proper cli^unol; uieanwhh^ydU may write to jroar friends^ by 
, "^t, of your good success I 
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And dboB yoiiF llonour tliiuk,” said Jcaiijc, tliat will do ad wcel^^ 
ay if I wore to take niy tap in my lap, and slip my ways hame ag'ain' 
on my aiu ©iTand?'* * 

“ Mucli better, certainty,” said Duke. “ You know tlie roads 
are not very safe lor a single woman to travel.” 

Jeanic intennilly acquiesced in this ob.‘?crvation. 

" .^ttd I have a i)lan foi' you besides. One of the Duclicss’s attend- ’ 
ants, and one of mine— your acquaintance Archibald— are going 
down to Inverary ill a liglitcalash, with‘four horses 1 have, bought, and 
there is room enough in the carriage for you to” go with tliem as far 
as Olasgow, wlieiw Archibald will fiiid means of sending you safely to 
Edinburgh— And in the way, I beg you will teach the woman as * 
much as you can of the mystery of cheese-making, for she is to have a 
charge in the dairy, and t dare swear you are as tidy about your milk- 
pail as almut your dress,” ' 

“Does yonr honour like cheese?” said Jeaiiie, with a gleam of 
conscious delight as she asked the question. 

Like it?” said the Duke, whose g!ood**iiature anticipated wdiat 
was to follow,— “ cake$ and cheese arc a ditmer for an emperor, let 
alone a lligblaudman.” 

“ Because,” said Jeanie, with modest confidence, and great and 
evident self-gratulation, “ we have been thougiit so particular in 
making cheese, tliat some folk think it as gude as the real Dunlop ; 
aud if your Honour's Grace wad but accept a stamfor bKthc,ana 
fain, and proud it wad make us! But maybe ye ipay like tlio ewe- 
niilk, tliatis, the Buckholmsidc^ cheese better; or maybe the gait- 
milk, as yo come frae tlie Highlands — and I caiina pretend just to 
the same skecl o' them ; but my cousin Jean, that lives at Lockcr- 

maclius in Lammermuir, I could speak to her, and ” 

“ Quite unnecessary,” said the Duke ; “ the Dunlop is the very 
cheese of which I am so fond, and'l -will take it ns the greatest 
favour you can do m« to send one to Caroline Park. But remembCr, 
be on honour ny'ith it, Jeanie, and make it all yourself, for 1 am a real 
good judge.” 

“ I am not feared,” .^tud Jeanie, confidently, “‘lliat 1 may plc.asc 
your llonour; for I am sure you look as if you could hardly find fault 
. wi' 01 ^ body that did their best; and weel i^.it my part, I trow, to do 
'mine.” . 

This discourse introduced a topic upon Which the two traveller^ 
tibough so (lifibrent in rank and cAlucution, found each a good deal to 
«ay. The Duke, besides Ws other patriotic qualities, was a disiin- 
guislied agriculturist^ aud proud of his knowledge in that department: 
He entertidned Joanie witkhis observations on \he different breeds 
of cattle in Scotland, and their capacity for the dairy, and received so 
much information from her practical experience in return, that he 
promised her a couple of Devonshire cows in reward for fiie lesson* 
In short, his mind w^ so tra^ispoTted back to his rural employments, 
anjd^amusements, that he signed when his earrjage stopped oppostoi^ 

Tho hilly paitarcs of Backholm, vrlil(% the anf lior now sarvoys, 

Not In Ihn IVtinrj of* drotuiet'i ejfit," 

ara liunod for prodaeing tho host civo-ndlh cheeirtu thp sooth of ScoWitnd. 
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to the olfrliackuey-coach, 'wl^ch Art^iibald had kept in attendance at 
thtf place where they had left it. While the coachman again bridled 
hi^ lean cattle, wUicIi had been indulged witb, a bite of musty hay, the 
Duke, cautioned Jeanie not to be too communicative to her londl^y 
conceruing what had passed. There is ” he said, ** no use of speak- 
ing of matters till th^ ace actually^ settled; and you may re% the 
good lady to Archibala, if she presses you hard with questions. She 
IS his (jfd acquaintance, and he knows how to manage with her/' 

] le then took a cordial fhrewell cd* Jeanie, and told her to bo ready 
in the ensuing week to return to Scotland— saw her safely established 
ill her hackuoV-coach, and rolled ofi* in his own carriage, humming a 
stiujza of the ballad which he is said to have composed : — 

** At the alght ornumharton once 
I'll coctup^ny buiuiet aiut inarcli amain, 

With iny daymoreliiuigiJig Uovrn to my heel, 

To \vliAn{(^^Ut the baimvc^of bni'ley mcaL'* 

Perhaps one ought to be actually a Scotsman to conceive how 
jivdontly, under all distinctions of rank and situation, Hioy -feel their 
mutual connection with each other qb natives of tiic same country. 
There arc, I believe, more associations common to the inhabitants of 
a rude and wild, than of a well-cultivated and fertile coimtry ; their 
auccotors have more seldom changed their place of residence; their 
luutual recollcctidh of remarkable objeiititis more accurate; the high 
and the low are more interested in each otlier's welfare; the feelings 
of kindred and relationship arc more widely extended ; and, in a word, 
the bonds of patriotic aflection, always honourable even when a little too 
exclusively strained, have more ixiduence on men's feelings and actions. 

TJie ruinbluig hackney-coach which tumbled over the (then) 
oxocrahle London pavement, at a rate very difierent fiTmi that which 
had euuveyed the ducal carriage to Richmond, at Iciifftli deposited 
deaiiie Deans and her attendant at the national sign of the TJiistle, 
Mrs (Jr lass, wdio had been in long and anxious expectation, now 
rushed, full of eager curiosity and open-mouthed interrogatioii, upon 
our heroine, wlio Was positively unable to sustain the overwhelming 
cataract of her questions, which burst forth witJi the sublimity of a 
grand gardy loo ; — Had she seen tlie Duke, God bless him — the. - 
Duchess— tne young ladies ?— Had die seen the King, God bless him 
—the Queen— the Prince of Wales— the Princess— or any of the rest 
of UieToyai family?— Had she got her idster's pardon?— Was it out 
and out — or was it only a cumin utation of punishment? — How fur 
had *«he gone— where had she driven lo— whom /had she seen— what 
luid been said— what had kept her so long ?" 

Such were the various questions huddled upon^each other by a 
cuiTQsity 80 eager, that it could hardly wait for its oWn gratiiication. 
Jeanie w<fhld nave been more than suStciently embarrassed by tliia 
overbearing tide of interrogaj^ons, had not Archibidd, wlio haS 
i)rohably received from his master a hint to that imrposc, advanced^ 
her rescue. “ Mis Glass, ” said Ai^chibald, “ his Grace desired 
piirticiilarly to say, tliat he w'ould take it as a great favour if you 
would ask the^ouug w'oman no questions, as be wishes to explaiu to 
you more distinctly than she can do how her affairs stand, and consult 
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you ou Botne matters •which she cannot altogether so well explain. ' 
The Duke wfil call at tlie Thistle to-morrow or next day fior that 

^ ‘*\lis brace is rery condescending" said Mrs Glass, her zeal for 
iuipiiry slaked for tlio present hy the dexterous administration of tins 
Bucrarplimi— his Grace is sensible that I am in a manner account- 
able for the conduct of my young kinswofmjm,and no doubt his Gtace 
is the best judge how far he should, inlmt'her or me with the 
inanaffemeui of net affaiTB." 

“ His Grace is ciuite sensible oi thaV' answered Archibald, with 
national gravitTi “ and will certainty trust what he 1ms to say to the 
most discreet of the two \ aild therefore, hto Glass, his Grace relies 
you ^Yil] speak nothing to Mrs Joan Deans, cither of her own airaii*d 
or lier sister’s until he bCos you himself^ He desired me to assure 
you. in tho meanwhile, that all was going on as well as your kindness 
could wish, Mrs Glass." 

“ His Grace ia very kind— very considerate, certainly, Mr Archi- 

Imld—hls* Grace’s commands sliall be obeyed, and ^Hiit you have 

had a far di'ive;Mr Archibald, as I guess by tiie time of your absence, 
and I guess" (with an engaging fiinilc) “ you whiua be Uie waur o* a . 
glass of the right Eosa Solis." 

“1 thank you, Mrs Glues," said the great man’s great mao, “but 1 
am under the necessity of •eturning to my Dora direetljt" And 
making his adieus civilly to botli cousins, he left the bhop of the Lady 
of the Thistle. 

“ I am glad your affairs have prospered so •well, Jeanie, my lovo,” 
said Mrs Glass ; “ tliough; indeed^ there was little fear of Iheai so soon 
as tho Duke of Argyle was so conuescending as to iakethem into hand. 
1 will £wk you no questions about them, because his Grace, who is 
most considerate and prudent ih such matteiw, ini ends to tell mo all 
that YOU kcii yourself^ dear, and doubtless a great deal more ; so that 
anything that may lie heavily on^your mind may be imparted to me 
in tlic meantime, as you see it is his Grace’s pleasure that 1 should he 
made acquainted witli the whole matter fomwitft; eud whether you 
or he tells ii, will make no difference in the wdtld,- ye kcm. If I ten 
.wliat lie is going to sot beforehand, 1 will bemuch more ready to give 
my advice, wid whetfier you or he tell me about it, cannot much 
signify after ah, my dear., Sp you may just say whaterer you like, 
only mind 1 ask you no questic®s ah<nit if." 

Jeanie, was a little emnarrossed* She thought that ilie communi- 
cation she had to make was Derhaps the oidy ine^na she might have 
in her power to gratify her fneadly and hospEablo kinawomaa. But 
her prudence instantly suggested, that her secret interview with Queen 
, Caroline, which Seemed to ftm under a cmiiuii aorf of mystery, was 
;not a proper subiefit for the gossip of a woman like Mrif Glass, of 
whdae neiirt she had a mtich beto opinion than of her nnideiicc. 

tberoforOf answered in general, the Duke ImmI had me extra- 
' '::^inar 3 r kindness to make very pii^icnlar intfuiries into her fdstei'*K 
bad affair, and thpt he thoughf he lufed found the means of putting it 
a’ straight agaiti, but that he proposed to tell all ttet ho thought 



THB HSABT Gif MID-LOIHIAN. 


This did not quite satisfy the penetrating Mistress of the TliisUe. 
Searehing as her own small rappee, she, m gnito of her promise, 
urged Jeanie ifith still farther questions. “ Had she been a’ that 
time at Argyle-house ? Was tiie I>nltfewith her tlie whole lime? 
«nd had she seen the Duchess ? and had she seen the Indies— 
and specially Lady Caroline Oamnbell ?'*-^Ta these qneBtions^eanie 
gave the general rcply^ tlait ahe knew so little of the town tliat slii 
ouM not tell exactly whete she had been; that slie had not seen the 
Duchess to her knowledge ; that slie IJiad seen two ladies, one of whoai, 
she understood, bore the name of Caroline; and more, she said, she 
could nut tell about the matter; 

‘‘ It would he the Duke's eldest daughter, Lady Oai'oltnc Campbell 
— thei’e is no doubt of that," said Mrs Ghtes ; ^but, doubtless, I ^s!lali 

know more jmrticularlj tlu'ough Ms Grace ^And so. as the cloth is 

laid in the little parlour above stairs, and it is past three o'clock, lor 
I liave been waiting this hour fbr you, and I Imre had a suaok my- 
self; and, $s they used to say in Scotland iu my time — 1 do not keu 
if the word be used noW'^therc is in talking between a full body and 
a fasting/^ 


CHAPTER XfflX. 

Heaven flrat taught lettow for gome wretch’s aid— 
Some banlah'd lover or some espUve maid. 

Pope. 


By dint of unwonted labour with the pen, Jeonie Deans contrived 
to indite, and give to the charge of the jJostmau on tlio ensuing day, 
no less than tiiree letters, an exertion ulto^lhcr sUmige to her 
habits ; irisomuoli so, that, if milk had been plenty, she would ratlier 
ha^e made thrice as many Dunlop cheeses. The first of tbem waf- 
rety brief. It was addressed td George Staunton, ut the 
Rectory, Willingham, by Granlhatu; the address being part of the 
information which she had extracted from the ol>iiiinniiii:.Vdvo 
peasant who rode before her to Stamford, It was in these words 

' "Sir, 

"To prcTont farder roiscMeites^ whereof there bath been enough, 
comes tlmse: Sir, 1 have my sister's pardon from the Qnoen'.^ 
Majesty, whereof*! do not doubt youiwill be glad/having had to ^ay 
naut 01 matters whfcreof you know the purport, Bo, tdr, I pray for 
vour better welfare in bodie and soul, and tbatdt will please the 
fisycian to visit you in His good time*, Alwoies, sh^ I pray you wdii 
never cofte again to seo-my sister, whereof there has been too much. 
And 80, wishmg you no evil, but Oyeh your best ^ood, tliat you , 
may be turned from yQur;iaiqu% (for why suld ^ F 

humble servant to command^ / *** 1 % liters 

The next latter was to her father. It & too long altogethm-forl^i^ 
sertion, bo we only give a few ex^aets. It obmmencedr^ - 
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^ Deari£st and truly Jutnonred Father^ ' 

“ This comes with in^ duty to inform you, that it lUis pleased God 
to redeem that captivitie of my jmor sister, in re&pcct the Queen’s 
l)k‘S<-:ed Majesty, for whom we are ever bound to pray, hath redeemed 
her Houl from the slayer, granting^, the ransom of her, whilk is atie 
liarcloli or repi4evc. And I spoke with the Queen face to face, a.nd 
yet live; for fdie is not. muckle differing: from other grand Icddies, 
saving tliat ^he has a stately presence, and een like a blue huntin* 
IniwkM, whilk gaed throu* and tlurou* me like a Highland dark— And 
all this good was, alwav under the Great Giver, to whom all are hut 
instruments, wroiight forth for us by the^Duk of Argilo, wha is aue 
native tnie-heartea Scotsman, and not pridefu^ like other folk we ken 
of— and likewise skeeiy enow in bestial, whereof he has promised to 
gie me tw^a I>oYoushu*c kye, of which he is enainourecL although I do 
still hand by the real hawkit Airshire breed— and I have promised 
him a cheese ; and I Wad wuss ye, if Gowaus, the brockit cow, Iia» a 
quey, that she^nhl suck her ffll of milk, as I am given to uudei^tand 
he has none of that breed, and is not scornfu*, but will take a tiling 
frac a puir body, that it maj lighten tlieir heart of the loading of debt 
tliat they awe Idm* Also his hdnonr the Duke will acc#fc hue of our 
iJiinlop cheeses, and it sail he my ffuit if a better was ever ycarnedin 
Lowden/*— rilere follow som§ observations respecting the %eed .of 
cattle, and the produce of the dairy, which it is our inteptiop to -for- 
ward to the Board of Agi-iculturc.]— “l^everlheleas, tlaeae.are but 
111 utters of the after-hannjst, in recoct of the groat good which 
I'roYideijce hatli gifted uS withs-*an3, in esp(?dah poor Erie's life. 
And Oil, my dear father, since it hatli pleased God to be mer^ul to 
her, let her not want your free pardon, whilk will nialte her meet to 
l»e ane vessel of grace, and also a comfort to your oin graie hairs. 
Dear Father, will xq let the Laird ken that .we have Iiad friends 
strangely raised up to Tis, and that the talent wliilk he lent me will he 
thankfully repaid. J hae some of it to the fore ; and the rest of it is 
not knotted up in ane purse or napkin, but in anqtwoo bit paper, as 
is the fitshiouTiMr, whilk I am assured is gudo for the ^er. And, 
tlear father, through Mr Butlei-’s means 1 liae gude friendship With 
the Duko, for thefi- had been kindness between their forbears in the 
uLild Iroublosomo time bye-past ^And Mrs Glass has beemkind like 
ngr very mother, f3he has a braw bouse, here, and lives bidh and 
w-arm, wi’ twa servant lasses, and a man and a callout in Uie shop. 
And plio is to send jou doun^a pound of her, hip-dried, and, some 
other toboka, and we maun think of some propin 3 for her, sin^ her 
|kindne >8 hath hc(m great. And the Duk is to send the pardundouu 
B>y an express messenger, iu respect that I canna travel sae , fast 5 
ftuul I am to come doun wi' twa of his Honour’s servantt—tliat is, 
John Archibald, a decent elderly gentleman, that says ne ' has seen 
youlang sync, when ye wei-e buying blasts in the westfrae the Laird 
of^Uightermuggitie— but m^be ye winna mind him— ony way, he’s 
a cjvif man — and Airs Lolly Lutton, tliat is to be dairymaid at In- 
vcnira; and they bring mo on as far as Glasgo’, whilk wm make it 
uac pinch to win haiuc. vvhillv I desire jof all things. Alay the Giver 
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of all i?ood tiling keep ye iti your outgaims iwul inoomin^, wkeroaf 
devoutly prayeti your loving: dautoTy “ JnAN Dcaxs.'^ 

Tke third letter was, to Butler, and its tenor as Motvs :— 

“ Master BiTTLfiii. • 

Sir,— It will be pleasure to you t6 ken* that all I came for is, 
thanks be to God, weel dune and to the gude end, an4 thatv'our for- 
bear's letter was right welcome to the Duke of Argile, and that he 
wrote your name down with a kylevine pen ia a leathern book, 
whereby it seems like he will do for you either wi* a scule or a kirk ; 
he has enow of baith, as I am assured. And I hare seen the Queen, 
which gave mo a hussy-ease out of her own hand. She had not her 
drown and skeptre, but they are laid jby for her, like the bairns' 
be^ daise, to be worn when slie needs iliem. And they arc keemfc 
.in a tour, wliilk is not like the tower of Ltbcrt(>n,hor yet Craig- 
roillat, but mair like to the casteB of Bdjnburgh, if the buddings wore 
tacn and set down in the midst of the Nbr'-Locli. Also the Queen 
was very bounteous, giving me a paper worth fiftie pounds, as I atii 
hssured, to pay my expenses here and back agon, Sae, Master 
Butler, 03 we were aye neebours* bairns, forby onyQiing else tliat may 
hae been spoken between \i8, 1 trust you winna skrimp yoursell fir 
what jb^needfu' fvtt your health, since it stgnities not mtrcldo whilk o' 

• us has the siller, if the other wants it. And mind this is no meant to 
hand ye to onything whilk ye Wad rather forgot, if ye suld get a 
charge of a kirk or a scule, as abtive said. Only I hope it will l>e a 
scule, OjUd not a kirk, because of these dilHcultios anent altlis and 
patronages, whilk might gang ill down wi' my honest father. Only 
if ye comd compass a harmonious pall frae the parish of SkrccgjlMJU!- 
dcad, as ye anos had hope of, I trow it wad please him weel; sidfee I 
hao heard him .say, that the root of the matter was mair deeply hafted 
in that wild miiiriand parish than in the Canongatc of Edinburgh. I 
wish 1 had whaten books ye wanted, Mr Butler, for they hao haill 
housed of themJlere, and they are obliged to set sum out in the 
street, whilk are said cheap, doubtless, to get them out of the weather. 
It is a muclde place, and I hue seen sae muckle of it, that my poor 
bead turns round. And ye ken lan^yne, I am nae great pen- 
womau, and it ja near eleven o'clock o the night. I am cumniipg 
down^n good company, and safe^and I had troubles in gaun up, 
whilk makes me hhthmrbf traTelling wi' kend folk. My cousin, Mrs 
Glass, has a branahouse b®fe* but a' tiling is sae poisoned >vi’ snuff, 
that I am like to tfCL^mfiimed whiles. Bub what signifies these 
things, in comparison of the great deliverance whilk bus been vouch*^ 
saM to my fathers bouse, m wbiik you, os our auld and dear weU- 
wishcr, vml, I dout not, ngoiee and be exceedingly glad. And 1 am, 
dear Mr Butler, your sincere well-wisher in temporal and eternal 
thingu, « 

After these labours bf an unwonted kind, Jeanie retired to her bed, 
yob aearce cauld' sleep a few minutes together, so often was she 
awaited by the heart-stirring consciousness of her sister’s safety, 
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and flo poworfnlly iirg-ed to depsosit to tod^ of joy^ wtoe »ho liiid 
before laid her doubte and aorroiys, in the ymm aud sincere exerei^ 
of devotion. , "* 

All flic next, and all the sueceedto dsg^, Mrs Glass fid|:eted about 
her shop in the ogrouy of expectation, ux© a pea. (to use a vulgar, 
' simile, which her 'profession renders appr©I>^*^) upon one of her 
own tobacco-pipes. With the thW morning came the expected 
coach, with four servants clustered benibd on me loot-board, in dark 
brown and yellow liveries ; the Duke in person with laced coat, j^ld- 
headed cane, star and fifarter, afl, as the story-boOk says, very ^and. 

He inquired for his little countryv^oman’ot Mrs Glass, but without 
requoptin^ to see her, probably because he was unwilling to give an 
appoaraiice of personal intercourse betwixtilmm, which seguajaTmight 
luive misinterpreted. “Tlie Queen," he said to Mrs Glass, “had 
taken tho case of her kinswoman into her ghusious cousideraflou, and 
beinir speciallymoved by the affectionate and resolute (^aScacto of 
the elder sister, had condescended her powerful intercession 

with Ms Majesty, in consemience of a pardon had been de* 
spatcht^ to Scotland to Hme Doims, on condition of her banishing 
herself forth of Scotland fop fourteen yoars.^ The King’s Advocate 
had insisted," be said, “upon this qualification of the pardon, liaTing 
pointed out to his Majestrs ministm^ that. Wthin the course of only 
seven years, twenty-one instances gS diild**murdox*='had oockred m 
Scotland" 

“ Weary on him!", said Mrs Gtoh ** what for needed he to have 
toiled that of Ids am country, and to the EngMi folk abuue a’? I 
used aye to think the Advocate a douce decent uian, .hiit it is an ill 
bird-Wging your Grace’s pardon for speaking of sudi a coorse by* 
word^^ And then what is the poor lassie to do in a foreign land ?— 
ViTliy, woe’s me, it’s Just sending her to play the stoc pranks ower 
out of ^ht op^uidance of her friends " „ 

^‘I'oohl pQohl” said the Duke, “that need not be anticipated. 
Why, slic may eofiae up to London, dr she may go over to America, 
Rijtl marry well for all that is eoma and gone." © 

“ 111 troth, and so she may, as your C&atee is pleased to intimate,” 
replied Mrs GLw j “apd'now I tnink upon it, there is my old corre- 
s^noudont iu Virginia, Buckskin, that has supplied the 

lifiisiJo this forty years wflh,tobaeoo, and it is not a little that serves 
onr turn, and he has been wiiting to*me this ten years to Refill liim 
out a wife. The carle is not above sixty, and hale and hearty, and 
wcD to in tlie world, and e Unc from my haufl would settle the 
u^attcr, and Effie Beans’f misfoi^ne (forby that* there is nb special 
oiica<jiou to speak abobt it) ifould be thought mfle of there " 

“ Is she a pretty girl ?" mi the Duke; “her sister does not get 
beyond te|||pd,com% sonsy lass" ^ . 

* ^ flian Jeanie," said Mrs Glass ; ^ thoo^ 

It IS longmco I saw her mysell, but I hear of the Deansea by all mj 
Jifjsfden friends when, they come-.yout Gta<sekena we Scots aro 
bodies." , ^ 

" So much fte better for os;” liie Duke. “ and .^be verso for 
fbow vho meddle vilit ns, m Tottr good (ddrfoaldfmedmgs Mm 
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'' ^ Ii6lK>;yptt Witt approve of the measures _ 

TO kmswoman to her friendg.f’ These holo- 
and hto Glass gave h« rmoualified approbation, 
^ntemse. ^Andnow.W Glass; 

I f forget my cbeesc, wlien sbo 

gets dowa^ta. ^o^iidr AJrehibaid my order® to arrange ail her 

Jiiimhle pardon,'* SMd Mi-s Glass, «it's a 
I!! them? the Beauses are wealthy people 

money in her pocket." 

afl very^tme,' ®aid ^^uke ; ” hot you know, where Mac- 
ualJuinznore travels he -Rtm iifi j |j; ia our Ilj^Jiand privilege to *AlrA 
rive to ftlJ ‘urhii.t: y7i#»« Wanf 

s. 

.-jhox 

r" V*"'' navMvww i«Kjr*#»g^ wu 4* . uttiwoec I * Rihl affaiti desir- 

mg to be rememWed to JeauieaWith his good wishes for her safe 
journey, ha departed, leavmg Mrs Gl^s iiplifTfccd iu hesirt and in 
eonn^iiance, the proudest and happiest of tobacco and smitf dealers. 

^ Ecflectmly, hjs Gi'ajie’s good-humotfr is&d aiTability l\ad a favour- 
j i ®3 Upon Jeawes situation. Her kins waman, though civil 
and l^d to her, had acquired too much London breeding to be 
perfe^y aatlsfiedtwth her cousin's nwlaoAnd uatioiial dress, jirid was, 
besides, something flcandehsed at the cause of lier journey to Loudon. . 
Mrs Glalia misrht* therefore, have bf% 0 i Iahk In Isav 


wx, ^ V V4w**v, sTwn ^ui. uu« yfUKit lais^xoreuiosi oi tiie ocoinsa 

nobles (for siid^ m oil maa^cstioMMkion, was the Duke of Arttvle) 
seemed to take m her fate, Kow, however, as a kinswoman \moso 
virtues and domestic affections had attracted the notice and approba- 
tion of royalty itself, deanie stood to her 'relative in»a Hght very dif- 
ferent and much more favourable, and was not only trcs'ited with 
hmuiicsa, tmt with actual observance and resMot. 

It depended upon herself alone to have msfde as many visits, and 
seen as many sights, as lay within M^Glass's power to compass. 
But, cxceptuig thgt riio dined abroad witli one or two ^ far-away 
kin.sfolk and thiit she paid the same respect, on Mrs Glass's strong 
urgency, jo Mrs Deput;y)ahby, wife of the womhipfwl Mr D^uty 
Dabby, of Fai-ru)<jdon Without she did ,avail herself of the 
opportunity . As Mrs Dabby wps the second lady of great rank wham 
Jeaxuc had seen in Londoii, she used some^zues afterwards to didw 
a parallel betwixt her and the Queen, in which she observed, “ that 
Mi‘a Dabby was dnessed twice as grifnd, and was twice as big, and 
rooke twice AS loud, and twice as muckle, as the Queen did, but she 
hadna the Same goss-hawk glanee that makes therein creep, and the \ 
knee betoi; and though she had very kindly gifted jier witii a loaf of , , 
sugar and twa punds of tea, yet she hadna iiwgi^ar the sweet look' ' 
thi^ tiie Queen had when she put the needfe-hook into her bond." * 
Vdeanie might have.enjoyed the sight® and noveltlea of thiagiseat 
city more, had it not be^ for the qualification added to her sista's 
pardon, whiqh greatly j^eved her affectionate d&position. On 

however, her mind was somewhat rdieved liy a letter wUch 



d08 


tAUBi& m m LAKDLORP. 

she received in return of poet, in answer to that which she had written 
to her father. Witli his aftectionate blessing, it brought his fhll appro- 
bation of the st<n> which she had taken, as one inspu^d by the iftimc- 
diate dictates .-or Heaven, and which had been thrust hpon in 
order that she might become the means of safety, to a perishing 
household. 

" K ever a deliverance was dear and precious, this,’’ said tlie letter, 
a dear and precious deUveraneC^aud if life saved can be made 
more sweet and savoury, it is wlum it cometh by the hands of those 
whom we hold in tlie Ues of f^betion. And do not let your heart be 
disquieted within you, that this victim, who is rescued &otn the horns 
of the altar, whercnntil she was fast bound by the chains of huraau 
law, is now to be driven beyond the bounds of our land. Scot- 
land is a blessed land to those who love the ordinances of Christianity, 
and it is a fair iand to look upon, and dear to them who have dwelt iii 
it a' their days ; end weel said that judicious Christum, worthy John 
Livlngutonc, a sailor in Borrowstouness, as the famous Patrick 
Walker reporteth his wordSt that howbeit he thought fiicoUaiul was a 
Geheunah of wickedness when he was at home, vet when bo was 
abroad, he accounted it ane paradise; for the evils of Scotland he 
found everywhere, and the good of Scotland he found nowhere. 
But we are to hold li\ remembrance tliat Scodand, though it be our 
native land, and tlie land of our fathergi. is not like Goshen, in Kgyut, 
on whilk the sun of the heavens and or the gospd shineth nlleunrly. 
and leaveth the rest of the world in utter darkness. Therefbre, and 
also because this increase of pr(^t at Saint Leonard’s Crags may 
he a cauld waff of wind Uawing from tlm frozen laud of ' earthly sell, 
where never plant of grace took root or grew, and because my con- 
cerns make me take something ower muckle a grip of tlic gear of 
the world in nun% arms^ I receive this dispctiBa*tiou anent Erne as a 
call to depart out of vlfaran, as righteous Abraham of old, and leave 
nw father^ kindred and my mother’s house, and the aslies and mould 
or them who have gone ta sleep before me, and which wait to be 
mingled with these auld crazed boives of mine owit. And my heait 
is lightened to do thi^ when I call to mind the decay of active and 
earnest religion in this land, and survey ^e height and the deptb, 
the length and the breadth, of national defections, and how the love 
of many is waxing Itdrewann and cpld: and 1 am strengthened in 
this resolution to change my domiciia likewise, as 1 hear that storc- 
ffinns are to be set at an easy m hTorthumberland, where there 
ore many predous souls tlmt of our true, though suffering per- 
fluasion. And de part of the jbe or stodc m I jtidge it fft to keep, 
^.-mOy he driven tluther without nu^mmoditj|>TOay about Woolor, or 
^at gate^ ayea shouth^ to ihe the rest may be 

Majitf to guge ^ t6 use and 

HffuKxe these g^ of ihe w<mhl* loe Lah'd has been a true friend on 
unhappy occa8i0n& j^d 1 Irnve pidd him badiL tlie siller fbr Eiffe’s 
%nj|j|rertune, whereof Ncmt retomed hiia no balance, as the 

Laird and I did expect he wad hae done. BistlaW licks up a’, as tiie 
' common folic jsay. I have had the siller to borrow out of sax purses^ 
Mr Saddletree advbed to give the Lsird ^ X^ouikSbeck a diarge on 
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hiy band for a thousand mcrks. But 1 hae nac broo of charn^os, since 
that nwfu’ morning that atoutof a horn, at the Cross (d^£diubiirg'li,blcw 
half the foithfu^nisters of Scotland oat of their pulpits, llowcvcr, I 
soil raise an judication, t?hilk Mr Saddletree says comes instead of 
the auld apprismgs, and will not lose weei-wouff ear with tlic like of him 
if it may he helped. As for the Queen, and the credit that &be hath 
done to a poor man’s daughter, and the mercy and the enlace ye found 
with her, I can only pray for her weehheiii^ here land hereafter, for 
tljie establishment of her house no%v and for ever, upon the throne of 
these kingdoms. 1 doubt not but what you told her Majesty, that I 
was tlie same David Deans of whom there was a sport at the Itcvolu* 
lion, when I noited thegither the heads cf twa false prophets, these 
ungracious Graces the prelates, as they stood on the Uie Street, iiftcr 
being expelled from the Convention •parhamont. The Duke of 
Argyle is a noble and true-hearted nobleman, who pleads the cause 
of the poor, and those who have none to help them ; verily his to- 
ward shall not he lacking unto him. — I have been wiifcing of many 
things, but not of that whilk lies neatest mine heart. 1 have seen the 
misguided thing ; slie will he at freedom the morn, on enacted cau- 
tion that she shall leave Scotland in four weeks. Her mind is in an 
evil framer-feasting hei* eye backward on Egypt> I doubts as if the 
bitter waters of the wildemess were hai^der to eudure than the brick 
fuT'iiaccs, by the Fide of vdiich there were ftaroury fiesli-pois. I need 
not bid you moke haste down, for you ate, excepting always my 
Gi-eat Master, ray only comfort in uieso straits. 1 charge you to 
withdraw your feet from the deluaion of that Vanity-fair in whilk 
ye are a sojourner, and not to go to their worship, whilk is an iil- 
mumblcd mass, as it was weel teroaed by James the Sext, though he 
afterwards, with his unhappy Son, strove to bring it ower back and 
belly into his native kingdom, wherethrough their race liave been cut 
oli‘ as foam upon the water, and shall be as wanderers among the 
nations— see the prophecies of Hosea, ninth and seventeenth, and the 
Haine, tenth and seventh. But ua and our house, let us say with tliO 
same prophet, ‘ Isct ns return to the Lord, for He hath tom, and He 
will heal us.^Hc hath smitten, and He will bind us up.’ ” 

-'Ho proceeded to say, that heofimroved of her proposed mode of 
reiurnutg by Glasgow, and entered into sundry minute pai'ticulari 
not necessai'y to be quoted. A single line in the, letter, but not tlic 
least ftequcntly read by the paily to whom it was addressed, intima- 
ted, that Reuben Butler had l&mi i» a son to him in his sonws.” 
As David Doans ^arce ever mentioned Butler before, without some 
gibe, more or less direct, cither at his carnal gifts and Icaniing, or at 
his grandfathfiT^ heresy, Jeimie drew, a good oiuen from no such 
qualifying (dauise being Mded to this sentence respebting him. 

A lovers hope resembles tlie beau in the nursery tale,>-let it once 
take root, and it will grow so rapidly, that in the course of a few 
Wrs the giant Imagination huMs w castle on the top, and by aud.by 
comes Disappointment with the “curtal axe,” and hews down bkn 
the plant and simerstructare.' Jeanie^s fancy, though not the 
nfOBl powerful of her faculties, was lively enough to tran^ort her to 
a wild farm in Northumberland, well stocked with milk-cowB, yeald 
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bcaHt^f and Bbeop; a uiceiing-houBc, liard by^ f!rcguontcd by serious 
l*rcbbyteriaus» who Imd united in a harmonious call to Boubeu Butler 
to be their spiritual juide— Elbe restored^ uol to gaiety, but to cheer- 
fulness at least— 'their father, with his grey hairs smoothed down, and 
spectacles on his ]iobe-~<horself, with the maiden snood cxclmngodfor 
a matron^s cureh— all arranged in a pew in the said meotingdiouse. 
listeuiflg to words of devotion, rendered sweeter and more nowerfui 
by the atieetionate ties which eomhiund them with the preacher. She 
cTierished such visions from day to dav^ until hor residence in London 
began to become insupportable and tedious to her s and it was with 
no ordinary satisfactiou that she received a summons from Argylo- 
hou^c, requiring her in two days to be prepared to join their north- 
ward party. 


CHAPTER XL. 

One w'»‘j i frmnle, tvJio li«d stlevipu»» ill 
U rou*.h( In itvenjrc, and she enjoy’d it still 
Sullen she noH, and thicatoning In hor eye 
Qi iTod the feilum triumph that she dated to die. 

CAaima 


Tit!) summons of prcjiaration arrived after Jearho Doans liad re- 
sided ill the metropolis about Uirec weeks. 

Oil the luonnng appointed she took a graieftil farewell of Mrs 
Olahs, as ilut good woman's attention to her iwrticuJaily required, 
pLeen hiTjself and hor movable goods, which pui’oliases and prcKciita 
had greatly increased, in a hackney-coticb, and joined her travelling 
rompauioiw m tho houbckcepcru aporlmcut at Argyle-house. While 
Iho carriage was getting ready, she wab informed that the Duke 
wished to f»poak witlfhcT; and being uslicicd into a splendid saloon t 
she w as siu prised to find that he wished to present her to his lady and 
daughters. 

“1 biiiig you my little coiintryM'oman,DuclicSs,* those were the 
woids of tJie introdaction. With an arniy of young fellows, as gal- 
lant and steady as bhe is, and a good cause, 1 would not fbar two to 
one.” 

‘"AK wap;il” said a lively young lady, about twelve yoais old, 
;‘'Ten}ember jou were full one to two hi Bherit-muir, and yet” (siim- 
mg the well known ballad)^ ^ v e 

f • 

Some iuy uut wo won, and fome say thstteey wan, 

And some wy that none wen at a’, man ; 

of ar thing I'm saio. that on Bhorifi-nnur 
A battle there waslhat 1 baw, maa" ^ 

** Wiat, littte Mary turned Toiy on my hands?— This will bs fine 
countrywoman to carry down to Scotland I ” 
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^ * If It w A<naa wnci bol}b&t» wvil bobblt, 'wenl 1 Hobbit, 

n it wcuiiia wbcil babbit^ ^ AMI bobb U afiraltL’ " 

^ Papft*fl wit ill running said Lady Mary: "the poor ffentlo- 
raan is ropoatlii^ he uanj^ that on the held of battle, vrnen he 

was told the Higlilaiidmhad cut liis left wing to pieces with their 
' clnjmorc.s.*' * ^ 

A poll by the hair wna the repartee to this sally. 

" Ah I brave Highlanders and bright claymores,*' said the Diike, 
"will do I wi'.U tnoni, ‘for tt*^e ill they/\e done mo jet/ oa the 
sung goes.— .But come, madcaps, say a civil word to your country- 
• wfminu— I wish yobad half her canny hatnely schko ; Itiink jou may 
be as Icfd and tme-beurted/^ 

TheDnehess adttmeed, and, in few words, in which there was as 
mneli kiudnoas as civility, assiind Jeanie of the resj^ect which slie 
had for a characto so affectionate, and yet so iima,anJ added, •* When 
you get home, you will perhaps hear from me.” 

“And fiom me.” “And from me.” “And from me, Jeanie,” 
added the joung ladies one after the other, “for you area credit to 
tlie land we Jove so \voU.” 

Jeanio, merpowered with those unexpeeted compliments, and not 
aware that the Duke's iuvcHtigation had made him acquainted with 
her behaviour on her sii 5 ter*Btrial,could only answer by musliing, and 
cui tflcj ing round And round, and uttering at intervah), “ Mony thanks 1 
inouy thanks 1 ” 

"Jeanie/' said the Duke, "you must have dock an* dorror?t, or 
you will be nimble to travel.” 

There was a f nlvcr with cake and wine on the table. He took up 
A glass, drank “ to all true hcaits that lo'ed Scotland/’ and offered a 
glass to Ids gue^t. 

doanie, however, declined it, ‘^lying, " that she hod n6\er tasted 
wine in her life.” •• 

"How fomes that, Jeanie?” said iho Duke,— " ivinc makelh glad 
the heart, 3 on know.” 

"Ah, sir, but Ay father is hko Joimdab ihe son of Rcchab, who 
charge his children that they should.drink no wine.” 

" j thought your fat Inn: would have had moi c sense,” said tJie Duke, 
" unless, indeed, he prefens brandy. But, howt ver, J caniOi if you will 
not drink, you mu^t eat, to rave the character of tuy house.” 

lie thrust upon her a large piece of cake, nor would he perndt her 
to break 6tf a fragment, and lay the rest ou the s.iUer. "Put it in 
your pouch, Jeanie,” stud he j "you -will be glad of it before you see 
St Giles's steeple. 1 wish to heaven 1 were to see it as soon as you ! 
and so my be?t ^’crvico to all my friends at and abyit Auld Reekie, 
and a blifee journey to you.” • 

And m&iiig tlie imnkncss of a soldier with his natural affkbility, 
he shook hands with his protog^e, and committed her to tlie duwge of 
Archibald, siiti>ficd that lie hwl provided sufiHoiontly for her being 
tended to ^ his domestics, from the unu^ attention with whicLJhe 
had himself treated her. 

Adcordinglyt in the course of her journey, she found both her com- 
paiuona disposed to pay her every possible oivilityi so that her retime 
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in point of comfort and safety, formed a Blrong contrast to her journey “ 
to London. 

Her heart nl<^o was disburdened of the wcifflit of irnef, shame, np- 
preheuidon, and fear, which hfid loaded her before her iutorrjew with 
the Queen at Richmond. But the human mind is m) stians^cly ca- 
pricigiH, that, when freed from the pressure of real misery, it beeoraca ' 
open and sensitive to the apprehensaon of ideal caIamitio<^. She was 
now much disturbed in mind, that she Imd heard nothing from Uoubon 
Butler, to wliom the operation of writing was so much more fanuliar 
than it was to herself. 

*‘It would have cost him sae little fash,*' she said to herself; *^for 
I hac seen his pen gang as fast owor the paper, as ever it did ower 
tlic water when It was in the grey goose's wing. Wae's me ! maybe 
he may he liadly— but then my father would likely hae said something 
about it— Op maybe he may hac toen the rue, and konsna how to let 
me wot of his change of mind Tie iieedna be at muckle fash about 
it/' -she went on, drawing herself up, thougJi the tear of honest pride 
and iniiired affection gathered in her eye, as slie entertained the bus- 
picion,— * *Toanie Ocans is no tlie lass to pii* him by the sleeve, or put 
him in mind of what ho wishes to forget. 1 shall wish him weol and 


In these melancholy reveries, Jeanie had full time to indulge her- 
self ; for her travdliug companions, servants in a distinguished mid 
fasliionable family, had, of course, many topics of conversation, in 
which it was absolutely impossible die could ha\o either pleasure or 
port ion. She had, therefore, abundant leisure for reflection, and even 
for self-tormcTiting, during the several days which, iudulghig the 
young horses tlio Duke was sending down to the North with suincient 
case and sliort stageei they occupied in reaching the neighbomhood 
of Oarlisle. 

In approaching the >icinity of that ancient city, they discerned a 
considerable crowd upon an eminence at a little 'distance from the 
high-road, and learned from some passengers who were gathering 
towards that busy scene from the southward, tliat the cause of the 
Concourse was, the laudable public desire “ to see a doomed Bcotch 
svitch and thief get half of her due iipo' Haribeebroo' yonder, for bhe 
was^only to be hanged ; she should hae been boomed aloivc, an’ cheap 

"t)ear Mr Archibald," said the dame of the dairy elect, "I never 
a woman hanged in a’ my life, and only four men, as made a 
fipectftcle; 

Mr Archibald, however, was a Scotchman, and promised liimsclf no 
exuberant pleasure in seeing his countrywoman undergo " tHe terrible 
behests of law.” Moreover, he was a man of sense and delicacy in bis 
way, and the late circumslanccs of Jeanic’s family, with the cause of 
hey expedition to Tjondon, were not unknown to him ; so that he an- 
swered dryly, it was impossible tontop, as he must be eaily at Car- 
lisle on some business of the Duke’s, and he accordingly bid tWpoa* 
tilions get on. 

K 
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The road at that time parsed at al>ou t a quarter of a mile’H distanee 
from the c^iinenee, called Haribee or Horabce-brow, whicli, though 
it ia Yor;r nu)der 4 ^te in size and height, is neverthelefis soxni from a 
great (hatance arouncl, ending to the flatness of the country through 
TOich the Eden flows- Here many an outlaw, and border-rider of 
both kingdoms, had wavered in the wmd during the wars, and scarce 
less hostile truces, between , the two countries. tJpon Harabbe, in 
latter days, other executions had taken place with as little cereTuony 
as coiflpassion ; for these frontier provinces remained long unsettled, 
and, even at-the time of which we write, were ruder than those in the 
^ centre of England, 

The postihons drove an, wheeling, ns the Penrith, road led them, 
round the verge of the rising ground. Yet still tlie eyes of Mrs 
Dolly Dutton, which, withthc head and subStautitil person to which they 
belonged, were all tunied towards tlm scene of acUon, could discern 
plainly the outline of the gallows-tree, relieved against tlie clear sky, 
the dark shade formed by the persons of the executioner and tlie 
criminal upon the light rounds of the tall aerial ladder, until one of 
the objects, lanched into the air. gave unequivocal signs of mortal 
agony, though appcai'ing in the distance not larger than a spider do* 

' pendent at tne extremity of his invisible thread, while the remain iug 
form descended from its elevated situation, and regained with nil 
speed an undistinguished place among the crowd. This terinina- 
tnmbfthe tragic scene drew forth of -aourse a squall from Mrs 
Dutton, and Jeanie, with instinctive curiosity, turned her head in 
the same -direction. 

The sight of a female culprit in the act of undergoing the fatal pun- 
ishment Iroin which her beloved sister had been so recently rescued, 
was too much, not ncrliaps for her nerves, hut for her mind and feel- 
ings. She turned her head to (lie other side of the carnage, with a 
sensation of sickness, of loathing, and of faiiitiiu;^ Her female com- 
panion overwhelmed her with questions, with nrofters of assistaiicc, 
with requests that the carriage might be stopped— tlint a doctor might 
be fetched—tliat djoiis might be gotten— that burnt feathers and assa- 
fffitida, fair water, mid hartshorn, might be procured all at once, and 
without one instant’s delay, Archibald, more calui aud considerate, 
only desired the eaiTiage to push forward ; aud it was not till tliey hud“ 
got beyond sight of (he fatal spectacle, that, seeing the deadly pale- 
ness OT Jeanie's countenance, hq stopped the carriage, and jumping 
outhimself, went in search of the moat obvious and most easily procui- 
cd of Mrs Dutton’s nharmacopcain— a draught, namely, of fair water. 

Wlule Archibald was absent on tMs^goou-natui-cd piece of service, 
damning the ditChes'wUich produced nothing but mud, aud tliinking 
• upon the thousand bubbling spriii^lets of his own miuufcains, tlie at- 
tendftiite 0 ^ the execution fegap to pass the stationary vehicle in tlieir 
way back to Cai-lisle, 

Fronr their half-heard and lialf-uliderstood words, Jeanie, whose 
attention was iuvoluntajiJy riveted by them, as that of children isjbr 
, ghost stories, though they know the pain with which they will ofW- 
wards remember them, Jeanie, I say, could discern that the present 
victim of the hftv had died game, as it is termed by those unfortunates i 
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tliat is snllen, reckless, and impeiutCDf^ Deither fearing Cod nor ro- 
gaiding inoii. , ‘ 

.iture 'woifo, and a dour/’ baid oue Camlnriaa peasant, as ho 
clattered by iu his wooJwi brofi^, with a noise like the irampliag of 
a dravliorse. 

has ffone to ho master, with ho’s natoe in her mouili/’ said 
onotbei ; *• ISuaino the country should he hai*ri(‘d wi’ Scotch >Yitches 
and jScolch bitches this gate— but I say hang and droan." 

“Ay, ay, Gatfer Tramp, take awa yeldou, take awa low— hang the 
wilcli, mid there will be leas scathe amaug us ; mine ows^ hao neeu 
reckan this towmont.” 

“And mine bairns hae been crinlng too, mon,” replied his neigh- 
bour. 

“ Riloice wi’ your fule tongues, ye churls,’’ said an old woman who 
hobbled nast tlicm, as they stood talking near the carriage; “ this was 
nae witch, but a bluidy-fmgered thief and murderess,” 

“Ay? was it e’en gae,Dame IJinchun?” toiid one in a civil lone, 
and si opning ont of his place to let the old woman jmss along the foot- 
path— “Kay, you know best, sure— but at ouy rate, wc hue but tint a 
Scot of her, jind that’s a thing better lost than found.'* 

The old uoman passed on without making any answer. 

“ Ay, ay, neighbour/’ snid GadVr Tramii, “ scent liiou how one wilcli 
will ‘■peak for Pother— Rcots oi Englisli, the bamf‘*to theni.’* 
liU companion shook his head, and replied in the sumo subdued 
tone, “ Ay, ay, when a Rark-foot wife gets on her bioonct-Btick, the 
cbmos of Allonby are ready to mount, just as siwe as the byewordgiiii« «' 
0* llio hills, 


n SledUatv haul a cain 
Oilltol wuts ioll WiH^l of tbat ’ 

“But," continued'' Gaffer Tiamp, “thmkest thou the daughter o’ 
yon li.mgit body isna as rank a witch as ho ,**” 

“ i kenna cleni’ly," returned the fellow, “ but the folk are spc.ikiug 
o’ swimming her i’ the ISdea.” And they passdd on their Bovcriil 
loads wishing each otlmr good-ruommg. 

Just as tlie clowns left thp pkice, and Mr Archibald returned with 
some fair water, a crowd of boys and fijirh, and some of the lower 
labble of moio mature n^e, came up from the )>lace of execution, 
grouping tbcmselvcs, wilb immj a of delip hf around a tall female 

lantasticfulv dressed, who uas (uiuemg, lcd}mig, and bounding lu tbc 
midst i»f tliem. A honiblo recollection pressed on Jeamo Ub she 
looked on this uufoituiufce creature; and the lemiinscc^nce was 
mutual, for by sudden exertion of great strength and ai> ihly, Madge 
WiliWiie broke out of tlie noisy circle of tormentors who biUTouuded 
Jier, and clinging fjst to tlie door of the caLash, utti‘rc‘d,'ni ii sound 
Plctwixt laughter and screaming, *^Eh, d’ye ken, Jeamo Deans, they 
Inw* hangit our mother ?” Then suddenly changing her tone t«‘ that 
01 ilie most piteoufl onlrealy, she added, “ U g,ir tlu*in let me gnng to 
cut her down ! —lot me but cut lier down I— she Is my inotber, if she 
was want than Uicdeil, and she’ll l>e nin* mail kouspC'v^klo ihaif h«dr 
hangit Maggie Dickson, tb.it cried saut mouy a day aHei' she had 
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bconhanglt; her Toicewas ronpitandhofirso, and her noch was awee 
{^oe, or yeWad hae kend nae odds on her £rae oitv other sauUwifc*’^ 
Mr Ardubald, eiDl)anraased by the madwomairs cliiiiyiug' to the 
earriaffe» and detaining around them her nois} and niih^cliicrous 
ntteumints^wasali this while looking otitfora coiislublc or beadle, 
to wlioTD he might commit the unforfimnte creature. But scc’ng uo 
sudi person of oulhoritr, ho endeavoured to loosen her hold from the 
carriago, that they might escape from her by diiving on. This, liow- 
evor, could hardly bo achieved witliont some degree of violcuco; 
Madge held fust^ and renewed her frantic entreaties to be permitted 
to cut down her mother. It was hut a tenpeuny tow lost,” she sjiid, 
“ and what was that to a womM*a life?” There carac up, however, 
a parcel of savage-looking ftdlows, butchers and grazier'^, chiefly 
among whose cattle there had been of late a very general and fatal 
distemper, which their wisdom imputed to witehmift. They laid 
violent liandfc. on Madge, and lore her from the corriage, ox('lttimiDg 
— What, doeat stop folkV king’s highway? Hast no done mischief 
enow already, wi’ thy m\u:ders and thy witclierings:” 

“ Oh Jeanie Deans— Jeanie Dcansi” exclaimed the poor maniac, 
save tny mother, and I will take ye to the luttsrpreter’s house «igain, 
--and 1 will leach ye a’ my bonny smigs,— ana 1 will tell yo what 

came o’ the The rest of her entreaties were dro\MU‘il in the 

shouts of the rabble. 

“Save her, for God’s sake! -save her from tlmse pi^oplor’ ex- 
claimed Jeanie to Archibald. 

“She is mad, but quite innocent; she is mad, gentlemen,” said 
Archibald; “ do not use her ill, take her before tlic Mayor.” 

“<Ay, ay, we'sohae care enow on her,” anHwcrcd one of the fellow s; 
“gang tliou thy gate^ man, and mind thine own inafters.” 

“He’s a Scot by lus tongue,” said another; “ uud uti ho will come 
out o’ Ilia whirligig there, J’se gie him his tartftft plaid lu’ o’ broken 
baues.” 

It was clear nothing could be done to rescue Madge: nnd Ai chi- 
bald, who was a man of humanity, could only bid flic postilions 
hui-ry on to Carlisle, that he might obtain some assisbuiee to the 
unfortunate woman. As they drove off, they heard tlu* hurtrsse roan 
witli wliichthe mob preface acta of riot or cmelty, yet even abo>e 
that deep and diie note, they could discern the screams of the 
unfortunate victim. They wcr5 boon out of hearing of the cries, but 
had no sooikt entered tne streets of Carlible, taim Arcliibnld, at 
J^eauic’s earnest ttad urgent entretilv, went to a nni£>istraf<s to 
state the cruelty which was likely to be cxerciMcd on this unhiiriiy 
creature. ^ 

In iibo jf an hour and a half he returned, and reported to Jeanie, 
tliat the inngistrato liad very readily gotiif iu persem, with somo 
assihlautsJo tho re-scue of the uufortuiwtc woman, and that In* had liim- 
self accompanied him ; ilwvt when they came to tlie muddy pool, 
which the mob wore ducking her, according totheii* favourite inuiUe 
of punishment, the magistrate succeeded in rescuing her from their 
hands, but iu^ state of inseUbibiUty, owing to the cruel treatment 
which slm had received, lie added, that he had seen her carried to 
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the workhouse, and undei-stood that she had been brougl|. to herself, ■ 
ttiul was expected to do well. * , . . / 

Tins last averment was a sligrht iteration in point of fact, for 
Mad/?e Wildfire was not exi)ected to survive the freatment slie had 
received ; but Jeanie seemed so much agitated, that Mr Archibald did 
not ^link it prudent to tell her the worst at once. Indeed, slie 
appeared so fluttered and disfwdered by this alarming accident, that, 
aUhcniijh it had been their intention to proceed to Longtown that 
evening, her companions judged it most advisable to pass the night 
at Carlisle. 

This was particularly agreeable to Jeanie, who resolved, if possible, . 
to procure an interview witli Madge Wildfire. Connecting some of 
her wild flights with the nai’rative df George Staunton, she was un- 
willing to omit tlie opportunity of extracting from her, if possible, 
some information concerning tlie fate of that unfortunate infant 
which had cost her sister so dear. Her acquaintance with the dis- 
ordered state of ])oor Madge’s mind did not ])ermit her to cherish 
much hope that she could acquire from her any useful intelligence; 
))nf. tlion, since Madge’s mofclior had sulTercd her deserts, and was 
silent for ever, it washer only cliauco of obtaining any kind of infor- 
mation, and slie w’us loath to lose tlie opportunity. ^ ' 

She coloured her wish to Mr Arcliiuald by saying, that she had 
seen Madge formerly, and wished to know, as a matter of humanity, 
how she was attended to under her present niisfortunes. ’I’hat com- 
idaisant iicrson immediatelv went to the work-hoiis(‘, or h»»s))ital, in 
which he had seen the sufferer lodged, and brought back for rtqily, 
that the medical attendanfs positively forbrnlc her seeing any omj. 
AVlien the application for aumittance was repeated next day, ]\fr 
Arcliib.'ild was informed that she had been very quiet and eoinjii^sed, 
insomuch that the clergyman, who acted as chaplain to the cstablislj- 
ment, thouglit it C}g\paient to read prayers beside her heel, but that 
her wandering fit of mind had returned soon aft(T his dejiarture; 
howpver, her countrywoman might see her if she chose it. fSlie v'as 
not exiiectecl to live above an hour or two. o 

Jeanie had no sooner received this information, than she hastened 
to the hospital, her companions attending her. They found the 
dying person in a large ward, where there were ten beds, of -whicli 
the riatient’a was the only one occupied. 

M-adge was singing wdicn they q;iitered — singing her own wild 
snatches of songs and obsolete airs, with a voice no longer oyerstrained 
: by false spirits, but softened, ^saddened, and suljdued by bodily ex- 
' haustion. She ivas still insane, but was no longoi’ able to express her 
wandering ideas in the wild notes of her former state of exalted ima- 
gination. There was death in the pkiutive tones of her voice, which 
yet, in this moderated and melandioly mood, liad somotliing of the 
lulling sound with which a mother sings her infant asleep. As Joatiie 
entered, she heard first the air, and then a })art of the chorus and 
wjfirds, of what had been, perhaps, the song of a jolly harvest-homo ; 


“ Our work Is over— over now, 

Tho souilauui wipos Ids weary prow 
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Tl»o }ii«t Ion,? wttin wcnfli alow awny, 

And we jure free to sport end play, , 

• ** The telglit eomes on wfieir acta the anu, ' 

And labetir ends wlieif diiy la done. 

Whan Autumn's irone and Winter's come, 

Wc hold our Jovial harvest-Uome.” 

• .• 

Jeauie advanced to the hed^sldo when the Btmiii was finislied, and 
addressed Mad^e by her name. But it produced no symptoms of rc- 
collcclion. On the contrary, the patient, Kke one provoked hy inter- 
ruption, chaiij^cd her posture, and called out with an impatient tone. 

Nurse — nurse, turn tny face to the wa*, that I may never answer to 
that name ony mair, and never see moir of a wicked world.” 

1'lic attendant on the hospital •arran^d her in her bed as she de- 
sired, with her face to the wall and her oncH to %ht. So soon as 
she was quiet in this new position, she beg:an again to sing in the same 
low and modulated strains, as if she was recoverhiff the state of ab- 
straction which the interruption of her visitants baa disturbed. The 
f train, however, was difFerent, and rather resembled the music of the 
Methodist hymns, though the measure of the song was similar to thi^t 
of the former : 

“ Wl^H tho flstit of grace la tonglit,— 

When t>u* inaiTlnge-vcatJW wrought, — 

, n Tulth hath c1ia«<‘il cefM Dpubt away, 

And ll(>j)c but sickens at (Iclay,— 

When <h)arlty, ImprlaouM here, 
l/ongs Ibr a more expanded sphere, 

Doll’ thy robes of Hill and clay; 

OlirSslhin, rlsot aiidcouic awuy.** 

The si mill was solemn and affecting, sustained as it was by the 
putbetie warble of a voice which had iiaturaHv a fine one, and 
which weakness, if it dinunished its power, had improved in softness. 
Archibald, though a folknver of the coui't, and a pococurante by pro- 
foasioii, wns confused, if not affected; the didry-maid blubbered ; ftiul 
.Icaiiie felt the tcaA rise spoiitaueoufily to her eyes. Kven the mu’se, 
^accustomed to all modes in which the spirit cwi pass, seemed con- 
siderably moved. 

The patient was evidently growing weakt^r, as was intimated by an 
apparent difficulty of bix^atuing, which sehsea her from time to time, 
and by the utterance of low^ ustl^ss moans, intimating that nature 
was succumbing in the last conflict. But the spirit of melody, which 
must originally have strongly poss^ased tlus unfortunate young 

( ‘woman, seeme^ at o-ery interval of case, .to triumph over her pain 
pud weakness. And it was remarkable, tliat there cjuld always be 
traced in her songs something appropriate, though perhaps only ob- 
liquely or cmhiteTmly so, to her present situation. Her next seemed 
the fingmcnt of some old ballad:' . 

L “ Cauld Is my b«d, Lord Arcblbald, 

And sad my sleep of sorrow; 

Dot tUiiio sail be as sad and cauld, 

Hy fuuBQ troQ'lOTs t to-morrow. 

X 
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“ And weep ye nott tny maidens fyecit 
Tbougb death 3 ’oitr infstre>B borrow; 

For he for whom I die to*day, 

Shall die lor me io»morrow." 

she charifired the tune to one wilder, Iobs monotonoiis, aud ^ 
less But of tlie words, oulj a fragment or two could be col- * 

lected V liBteiied to this Bing^ular scene: 

** Proud Malale is In the wood. 

WalKnig so early; 

.Sweet Kohin sfts on the baihi 
Singing so rarely. 

‘ ‘ Tell me, tliou bomi^ bird, 

When flh.ill I mnny mo ? * 

* Wlieu six tiraw gentlemen, 

Klrkward bliall carry yc.* 

» W * 

“ ‘ W'lto TTiiiltes the bridal btd* 

Birdie, s«v truly V*— 

* Tbt «rt y-hoaded iieatton, 

Thai dolvcR the grave duly.’ ” 

» * * 

“ The glow-worm o’er gnivo and stduc 
Shall llglil lUee steady ; 

The ow 1 from the steoplo sing, 

Welcowo, proud lady.’” 

Her voice died awftj; wdtli the last notes, and she fell into a slumber, ^ 
ft'om which Uic experienced atlondani assured them, thatbho never 
would awake at all, or only hi the dtsslh aj,^ony. 

The nurse's projihesy proved true. Th<^ poor luauiac part(*d with 
existence, without again uttering a sound of any kind. But our 
travellers did not Witness this catastrophe. 'J'hey left the hospital as 
soon as .leaiiic had satisfied herself that no elucidation of her sister’s 
misfortunes was to he hoped from the dying person. (-^) 


CHAPTER XLL 

Wilt thoii gi. on wUi me? 

Tho lUOfin lu bnght, ibu fma I0 calm, 

And 1 hmiw w«)l tbo ocean puths .... 

Thou wilt ffS flOi with mo 1 

Thalaha, 

u 

The fatigue aud agitation of these various scenes had agitated 
Jeanio so much, notwithstanding her robust strength of cVnatitutiou, 
that Archibald judged ii necessary that she should have a f1a)^s re])ose 
ai the viUitge of Loufftown. It was in vain that Jesnio herself pro- 
tL^ted against any delay. Tlie Duke of Argyle’s man of coiiildcucc . 
was of course consequential ; and as ho had been bred to the mciiicol 
, mrofession in his youth (at least he used this expresdon to describe 
having, thirty years before, pounded for six months in the mortar 
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‘ of old Mud lo Manglctnan, the sur^n at Greenock), Jie was obstinate 
wbeuever dfraatter of health was in question. 

In this casehA discovered febrile s^nDpioms, and having once made 
a bap])y application of that learned phrase to Jennie’s case, all farther 
resistance became in vain ; and she was glad to acquiesce, and even 
' to go to bed, and drink water-gruel, in order that sue might possess 
her soul in quiet and without interruption. 

Mr Ai^chiuald was equally attentive in another particular. He ob- 
served that the execution of the old woman, and the miserable fate of 
her daughter, seemed to havie had a more powerful effect upon Jeunie’s 
.•mind, tlnm the usual feelings of humanity might naturally have been 
expected to occasion. Yet wie was obviously a strong-minded sensible 
young woman, and in no respect subject to nervous affectioiis ; and 
therefore i\i‘chibald, being ignorant of any special connection between 
his master s proteg<?c and these unfortunate persons, excepting that 
she had seen Madge forTiicrly in Scotland, naturally imputed the strong 
impression these events had made upon her, to her associating them 
with the imhapj>y circumstances in which her sister had so lately stood, 
lie Ijecamc anxious, therefore, to prevent auythhig occurring which 
. mi«’lit recall these associations to Jeanie’s mind. 

Archibald had speedily an opportunity of exercising this precaution. 
X pedlar brought to Longtown that evening, amongst other wares, a 
- large brotwl'Side slteet, giving an account*<n the Last ►Speech and 
Execution of Margaret Murdockson, and of the barbarous Murder of 
her Dauglitei*, Magdalene or Madge Murdockson, called Madge 
Wildiire: and of her pious conversation with his Kevcrence Arch- 
deacon Fleming ; ” which authentic publication had apparently taken 
place on the day they left Carlisle, and being an article of a nature 
pcculiai'ly acceptable to such country-folk as were within lieai’ing of 
the transaction, the itiueraut bihliopoUskh*^*^ forthwith adtled tJiciu to 
his stock in trade. He found a merchant soonAf lliau he expected ; 
fur Ai-obihald, much applauding^ his own prudence, purchased the 
whole lot for two shillings and ninepence ; and the pedlar, dclq^litcd 
witli the proht of ^uch a wholesale transactiou, instantly rcturued to 
Oarlihle to supply himself with more. 

^ 'i’lje considerate Mr Archibald’ was about to commit liis whole pur- . 
(jlijise to the flames, but it was rescued by the yet wore cous-iiltTatc 
dairy-damsel, who said, very prudently* it was a pity to waste fio much 
paper, wliich might crepe hair, p#n up bonnets, aiut serve many othov 
useful purposes ; and who promised to put the parcel into her own 
trunk, and keep it^i^^ircfully out of tff* sight of Mrs Jeanie Doans : 

^ “ Though, by the by, she bad no great notion of folk beiug so vei y 
. nice. Mrs Deans might hnvo had enough to think d^out t he gallows 
all tins time to endure a sight of it, without all tnis to do about 
it.*' • 

Archibald reminded the dame of the dairy of the Duke's very par- 
ticular charge, that they should be* attentive and civil to Jeanie 
* also that they were to part company soon, and consequently w^d 
' not bo doomed to observing any one's health or temper during the 
rest of the joflniey. With which answer Mrs Dolly Dutton was 
obliged to hold herself satisfl6;l> 
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On mmuug they poaumed their joimiey, and pro^cluted it , 

ccsrtfully, travelling thi'ough Diimfries-sldrc and pan of I/xinarkaliire, 
until they arrived at the Bmall town of Kutlicrgieu, ^ abftut four 
miles of Glasgow. Here an express brought letters to Archibald 
from the ]>riucipal agent of tlio Duke of Ai'g^lc in Edinburgh. 

iXe said nothing of their contents that ov^iuug ; but w ben they were . 
seatoft in the carnage the next daj» the faithful squire informed Jeanie 
tliat he had received directions from the Duke’s facior, to whom his 
Grace Imd recommended him to carry her, if she had no o^e(^ion,for 
a singe or two beyond Glasgow. Some temporaiy causes of discontent 
liad occasioned tumults in that city and the neighbourhood, whicli 
would render it unadviaable for Mrs Jennie Deans to travel alone and 
unprotected betwixt Uiat city and Edinburgh : whereas, by going 
forward a little farther, they would meet one of his Gi*acc’s subfac* 
tors, who was coming down from the Highlands to Edinburgh with 
his wife, and under whose charge she might journey with comfoi t 
and in safety. 

Jeanio remounl rated against this arrangements " She had been 
lang,” she said, “irae hame-hcr father and her sister beliovcd to be 
vei 7 anxious to see her— there were otlier fiiends she had tlwt 
werena weel in health. She was willing to pay for man and horse at • 
Glasgow, and surely naehody wad medoje wi’ i>ae harmless and feck- 
IcNS a ctcaturc as she was — »Slio was mucUe obliged by the ofTm*; 
but never hunted deer hinged for its resting-place as I.do to find my- ‘ 
self nt ^aiut Leonard’s ” 

The groom of the 'chambers exchanged a look with his female 
ooinpamoii, whieli seemed so full of meaning, tliat Je«\nie sci earned 
idoud — Mr Aroliibald— Mi’s Dutton, if ye ken of ony thing that 
has hajipencd at ^aint Leonard’s, for God’s sake— for pity^s sake, tell 
me, and diuna keep mo m suspense! ” 

“I leally know nothmgy Mi’s Deans,” said the gi’oom of the 
chambers. 

"And 1— I— I am sure,! knows as little,” said tlic dame of llio 
dairy, while some commuiiicaliou Boomed to ti’emble on her bps, 
wlucli, at a glance of iUchibald’s eye, she appcarca to swallow down, 
and eomprossed hei; lips thereafter into a state of extreme ami ^ 
Mgilant firmiicsH, as if idio had been afraid of its boltmg out before 
she was aware. 

Jeauie i^w there was to be Mroething concealed from her, and it 
was only the repeated assurances of* Archibald that her father- her 
^ister—all her friends were, as far as ho knew, well and happy, that 

^ nacmed her alarm. Fi^in such respectable peojilo as those 
snyith whom she travelled she could apprehend no harm, and vet her 
^distress was so ijpyious, that Archibald, as a fest resource, pulled out, ^ 
and put into her hand, a dip of paper, on which these words were 
written : — 


i Deans-- Y ou will do me a favour by going with 

J Aicnibald and my female domestic a day’s journey hevond Glas- 
gow, and asking them no questions, which will great! 
rjend, “ ‘ . 


which Will greatly oblige yoiur 
•* AnoYLE & GfiEBNWlori!” 
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Althoitg^l I tliiM laoouiV Gpi^tlc, from a nobleman to \phom Bbc was 
bound by siali jnostiwableob%alaous, silenced all Jeanie’s objections 
to the proposed route, it rather added to than diminished the eager- 
, ness of her curiosity. 'J'lie proceeding to Glasgow seemed now no 
longer to be an object with ner fellow-travellers. On the contiary, 
they kept the left-hand side of the river Clyde^ and travelled through 
a thousand beautiful and changing views down tlic side of that iiobl<' 
stream, till, ceasing to hold its inland cliaractcr, it began to ossumt' 
tliat of a navigable river. 

“You are not for gaun in till Glasgow then?'' said Jeanie, ns ^he 
^olwer\Qd that the drivers made no motion for inclining their horses' 
heads totvards the ancient bridge, which was then tlic only mode of 
access to St Mungo’s capital. 

“ bJo," replied Archibald ; " there is some popular commotion, and 
os our Duke is in opposition to the court, pernops we luiglit be too 
well received; or they might take it in their heads to renienibet 
tliat the Captain of Oarrick came down npcm them with his Didilaiid- 
nien in llio time of Shawfield's mob in 1725, and thou we i^oultl be too 
ill reccived*(*®) And, at any rate, it is best for us, and for me in par- 
ticular, who may be fiUppos(M to possess hU Grace's mind upon many 
particulars, to leave the good people of the Goilmls to act according 
to Du ir onn imagiuaDons, without either ])iovokiiig or encouraging 
tliem by my pn^seficc.'’ 

To reasoning of such tone and conscqifenee Jeanie had nothing to 
reply, although it seemed to her to contain fully as much self- 
iinnoLtauce as truth. * 

The caiTiagc meantime rolled on ; the river cxi)anded itself, and 
gradnnlly assumed the dignity of an estuary or arm of the s(»a. 'fhe 
influoijce of the advancing and retiring tides became more and mme 
ovulent, and in the heaulifid words of Iiini of the laurel wreath, the 
liver waxed ' 

•* A MoaUcr and a bi oadoi 

♦ * • * 

# aiio cormotont sUndb upon Its shojlb, 
llif Uavk luid dripping whi^B 
llAlf opon*d to the Mind.” 

“Wliich way lies Invorai'j?" said Jeanie, garing on the dusky 
ocean of Highhuid hills, which now, piled above each othel) and 
intersected by many a lake, stietchcd away on the opposito sub* of 
the river to the noFlhwaid. “Is yon high cattle the Duke’s 
hooHC?" » . # 

“That, Mrs Penns?— Lud help thee," replied Ai’Chlbald. “that’s 
the old castle of Dumbartouj, the strongest place a\ ISurope, be tlie 
other what it may. Sir William Wallace was govei imr of it in the old 
wars witll*tlie English, and his Grace is governor just now. Jt is 
fdways intrusted to the be^t man in Scotland." 

“ And does the Duke live on that high rock, then ? ” demanded 
Jeanie. ^ 

“No, no, he has his deputy-governor, who cominanda in liia 
abselice; he lives in the white house you see at the bottom of the 
lock— his Grace docs not reside there luiubelf." 
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"I thinly not, indeed,” said the djairy-woman, upon wbo|c mind the , 
road, Bince they had left Dumfries, had intide no very favIJurable im- 
j>resHion, “ for if he did, he might g^o whistle for a dmry-vjjomau, an he 
were the only duke in England. I did not leave my place and my 
friends to come down to see cows starve to death upon hills as they 
he at that pig*atye of Elfinfoot> as you call it, Mr Arcliihald, or to be 
perebsd upon the top of a rock, like a squirrel in his cage, hung out 
of a three pair of stairs window.” 

Inwardly chuckling that these symptoms of recalcitratiou had not 
taken place imtil the fair malecontent was, as he mentally termed it, 
under his thumb, Archibald coolly replied, “tliat the hills were none^ 
of Jus making, nor did ho know how to mend them ; but as to lodging 
they would soon be in a house of the iHike’s in a very pleasant islana 
i’alled ilosoncath, where they went to wait for shipping to take them 
to Invorarv, and would meet the company with whom Jeaiiic was to 
r\;turu to Edinburgh.” 

“ An island ? ” said Jeanie, who, in the course of her various aiul 
adventurous travels, had never quitted teirafinna, “then 1 am doubting 
we maun gang in ane of these boats; they look unco sma', and the 
waves are something rougli, and " 

*• Mr Archibald,” said Mrs Dutton, “I will not consent to it ; I was 
never engaged to leave the countiy, and I desire you will bid the boys 
drive Kjumi the other way to tlm Duke’s house.” ,, 

'llicve is a safe pinnace belonging to his Grace, ma’am, close 
by,” replied Archibald, “ and you need bo under no apprehensions 
wiataoever.” 

“ liut I aw under apprehensionB,” said tlie damsel; “and I insist 
upon going round by land, ““Mr Archibald, were it ten miles about.” 

“ 1 am sorry I caimot oblige you, madam, as Bosen oath happens to 
he an island.’^ * 


Jf it were ten islands,” said the incensed dome, “ that's no reason 
why 1 should be droWicd in going over the seas to it.” 

“No reason why you should be drowned, certainly, ma'am/’ 
answered the unmoved groom of tlie chambers, “but an admirable 
good one why you cannot proceed to it by kna;” And, fixed his 
ma»t(‘r’s inaiidates to perform, he pointed with his hand, and the 
drivers, turning off the high road, proceeded towards a small hamlet 
of fishing huts, where a shallop, somewhat more gaily decorated than 
any wJiica they had yet seen, liaving a flag whicli displayed a boar’s 
h^nd, crested with a ducal coronet, v?aited with two or three seamen, 
as many Highlanders. 

carnage stopped, and the men began to «nyoke their horsesj 
' wliilc Mr Arcliibald gravely supei’intcndeKi the removal of tlie baggage 
Irom ilie carriagis to the little vessel. “ Has the Cftroliiie been long 
nvi ivotl ? ” said Archibald to one of the Bcamen. « 

^ She has been here«in five days from Liverpool, and she’s lying 
dmvii at Greenock,” answered the Mow. 
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Ladies/' lA added, *'1 hope you will get yourselves ready, we must 
” liot loss thl tide." 

“Mi’S D|anB/' said the Cowslip of Inverary, “you may do as you 
please— but I Will sit here all niglit, rather Uiau go into that there 
nainted egg-shell.— Fellow— felto!" (this was addressed to a High- 
, IiiDder who was lifting a travelling ti'Uiik) “ that trunk is fmnej and 
that there hand-box, and that pilbon mail, and those seven bundles, 
nn<l the jiaper bag; and if yon venture to touch one of them, it shall 
bo at your peril. 

Tlio Oolt kept his eye fixed on tho speaker, then turned his 
liead t( wards ArehibaJd, and recemng no comitervailing sigiuil, lie 
sliouldered the portmanteau, and without fartlier notice of the dis- 
fivssed damsel, or. paying any attention to remonstrances, which pro- 
bably he did not understand, and would certainly have equally disre- 
giirdrd whether he understood them or not, moved oft* with Mrs 
Dull mi’s wearables and deposited the trunk containing them .safely 
in the boat. 

The baggage being stowed in safety, Mv Archibald handed Jeanie 
out of the carriage, and, not without some tremor on jicr part, she 
was Inoisportcd through the surf and phwjed in the boat. He then 
oftered the same civility to bis fellow-aervant, but she was resolute in 
licr refusal to quit the carriage, in which slie wow reiUHined in 
ftoliiiiry slat(^, thr^^atening all concerned or unconconicd w'ith actions 
for wages and board-wiiges, (bimages and expenses, and numbering 
on her lingers the go^vns and other liabilimeuts* from wliich sl/e 
soonicd in the act of being sepai*ated ftn: ever. Mr Archibald did 
not give himself the Iroubio of making many remonstrances, wbiclT, 
indeed, seemed only to aggravate the damsel^aindijjnation, but spoke 
two or three woril.s to the IIighlHnder.s in Gaelic; and tho wnly 
mountaineers, approaching the carriage cautiously, and without giving 
the slightest intimatiou of their intention, at once seized the recusant 
so effectually fast*that she coRld neitlmr rdfe^t imr struggle, and 
hoisting her on their shoulders in nearly a horizontal posture, rushed 
down witli her to the beach, and through tho surf, and witli no other 
inconvenience tJftn ruffling her garments a little, deposited her in the 
boat ; but in a state of surprise, mortification, and terror, at her sudden 
. transportation, which rendered her absolutely mute for two or three 
minutes. The men jumped in themselves; one tall fellow remained 
till he had pushed off fcne boat, and then tumbled in upon his com- 
pauions. Tlioy took their oats and began to pull from the shore, 
tlion sjiread tlieir sail, and drove meri’iJy across the firth. 

“You Scotch I" said Uie isifuriated damsel to Archibald, 
“ bow dare you use a person like me in this way ?" 

“ Madam/' said Archibald, with infinite composhle, “ it’s higrh time 
you sbuijld know you arc in the Duke's countiy, ana that there is not 
one of tfiese follows but would throw you^ut of the boat as readily 
as into it, if such were hi.s Grace's pleasure/' 

“ Then the Lord have mercy on mo 1 ” said Mrs Duttop. “ If I had 
had any on myself, I would never have engaged T|j;th you,” 

“It's sometning of the latest to think of that now, Mrs Dutton,” 
saidf Ar^baUl ; ^but I assure you, you will find the Highlands have 
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their pleasures. You will have a dozen of cow-railkers fiider 3 'oitr 
own iwtLority at Invwary, fwid you may throw any of thjn into tlie 
lake, if you have a mind,- for tiie Dtike^s head peopl('. orS almost as 
great aa himself.’* 

“ This is a strange business, to be sure, Mr Aroliibalcl,’* said the 
lady ; “ but I suppose I must ipak© the best on*t-r-Are you sure tho 
boat not sinTc ? it leans terribly to one side, in my poor mind.** 

“ Fear nothing,” said Mr Archibald, taking a.most important piticli 
of snuff ; this same ferry on Clyde knows us very well, or we tnow 
it, which is all the same ; no fear <oi any of our people meeting with 
any accident. Wo should have crossea from the opposite shore, lait , 
for the disturbances at Glasgow, whidi made it impropm* for hi^ 
Grace*.s people to pass throu^ the city.** * 

“ Are you not afeared, Mrs Deans,” said the dairy-vestal addressing 
Jennie, who sat, not in the most coinfcTtable BtattTof iniiid, by the 
side of Archibald, who himself managed tlie helm*,— "Are yoii not 
afeared of these wild men with their naked knees, and of this nut- 
shell of a thing, that seems bobbing uj) and down like a skiraming- 
dish iu a milk-paili ” 

" No— no— madam,” answered Jcanic, with some hesihUion, “ I am 
not feared ; for 1 hae seen Hielandmen before, tliough I never was 
sae near them ; and for the danger of tho deep waters, I trust there 
is a Providence by sea os well as by land.” • 

" Well,” said Mrs Dutton, " it is a beautiful thing to Jiave learned 
to write and read, for one can always say such fine words whatever 
should befall them.” 

Archibald, rejoicing in the impression which his vigorous measures 
had made upon the intractable dairymaid, now appM himself, as a 
sensible aud good-natured mao, to secure by fair means the ascomU 
ency which he hod obtained by some wdiolesomo violence ; and he 
succeeded so well in/fpresenting to her the idle nature of her fears, 
and tho impossibility of leaving her upon the beafii, enthroned in an 
empty carriage, that the good understanding of the party was com- 
pletely revived cro they landed at liosencath. 


CHAPTER, XLH. 

Did Fortnno guide, 

Or rather Dcstimy to wliiclr « 

We could appoliituo poitt, to this best^lace ? 

Fletcher. 

The islimds in the Firth of p^de, wldch ilie daily passage of .so 
many smokc^eimoned steamboats noyr renders so easily accessible, 
were, m our fa^iers* times, secluded spots, frequented by no travel- 
lers, and few tisitants of any kind. Tlicy are of exquisite, yet varied 
beipy. Arrnjtj, a*mouivU»nous r^ion, or Alpine island, abounds 
with the grandest and most romantic scenery. Bute is of a softer 
(md more woodland characteTi The Oiunrays, as If to Exhibit a con- 



I’lIiS mAUT OF MID-LOTinAN. 


525 

I fra^l to belli, arc g:Teon, kvol, and bare, forraing* tlic links" of n fsort of 
natural baV wliich is drawn ttlonff montli of the firth, leaving lar^c 

intervals, lAwow, of ocean, lioscneatb, a smaUcir isle, lies much 
bi^dier up the firth, aiul towards its western shoro, near the opening 
of the lake called the Gare-lioch, and not far from Loch Long and 
Ijoch Scant, or the IIoly-Loch, which wind from themountams of the 
Western lligblamls to join the estuary of the Clyde. • 

lu these isles tlie sevfere frost winds, which tynuniize over the vege- 
table creation during a Scottish spring, are comparatively little ftilt; 
nor, excepting the gigantic strength of Airan, are they much exposed 
> to the Atlantic storms, lying landlocked and protected to the west- 
^vard by the shores of Ayrshire. Accordingly, tho weeping-willow, 
the wtioping-hircli, and other trees of early end pendulous shoots, 
flourinji 111 tnese favoured recesses in a degree unknown in our eastern 
districts ; and the air is also said to possess tliat mildness which is 
fjiv«)ural)le toconsuraptivo cases. 

'riie picturcsqm‘ hp«-utv of the island of Roscneath.in particular, Imd 
such recommendations, that tho^rls and Dnkes of Argyle,^ from an 
early period, made it their oceashmal residence, a|j|d liad their tempo- 
rary accommodation iii a fishing or hunting-lodge, which succewlmg 
improvements Imve since transformed into a palace. It was in its 
oi’iginal simplicity, when the little bark, which we left traversing the 
fni h at the end of last chapter, approached the shores of the isle. 

When they touched the Jaiiaing-placft, wJiich was partly shrouded 
by some old low hut wide-spToadingoak-ti*ees,intermixod willi hazel- 
huslies, two or three figures wore seen as if awaiting their arrival. 
To these .Teanic paid little attention, so that it was with a sliock of 
surprise almost electrical, that, upon being carried by the rowers 
out of the boat to the shore, she was received in the arms of her 
father 1 

It was too wonderful to bo believed— iQi)^ miicli like a happy 
dream to have the stable feeling of reality— She extricated lierself 
from his close and affectionate embrace, aud held him at arms-length, 
to satisfy her mmd that it was no illusion. But tlie form was indis- 
putable — DouceTJavid Deans himself, in his best light-blue Sunday^B 
<*oat, with broad mctal-buttons, and waistcoat and breeches of the same, 
'his strong gi’amaslios or leggins of thick grey cloth — the vei'y 
copper buckles— the broaiDLowlaud blue bonnet, thrown hack aa he 
lifted liis eyes to Heaven in speechless gratitude— the grey locks that 
straggled from beneath it doivn Ids weather-beatcu “ haffets * — the 
bald and furrowed forehead -thp clear blue eye, that., undimmed by 
years, gleamed briglit and pale frofa under its shaggy grey pent- 
Jiouse- the features, usually so stern and stoical, dqw melted into the * 
unwonted expression of rapturous jc^, affection, and gi’atitude— were ^ 
all thosoaof David Deans ; and so uappily did they assort together, 
that, should I ever again see my friends Wilkie or Allan, 1 will try to 
borrow or steal from them n sketch of this very scene* 

“ Jeanie— my ain Jeanie— my best — ^my rhaiafc dutiful hairn-ifthe 
liord of Isi'ael be thy father, for I am hardly worthy of thee ! Tfhou 
hast redeemed our captivity— brought back the honour of our house 
. —Bless thee, my bairn, with mercies promised mid purchased l-^But 
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Jle fias ble^ecj tbee, in ihe g-ood of which He hag made f lee the in- * 
Btriiment.” • ^ jf . 

These words broke from him not wh^mut tears, thougf David was 
of no melting moml. Archibald had, with delicate 'attention, witli- ^ 
drawn the Bpectafora from the interview, so that the wood and setting " 
sun alone were witncrises of the expansion of their feelings. 

And Efhc?— and Eifie, dear father!'' wds an eager iiiterjcetioiial 
cpiestion which Jeanie repeatedly threw^in among her expressions of . 
joyful thankfulness. 

Ye will hoar— ve will hcar,*^ aaid David hastily, and ever and anon 
renewed his grateful acknowledgments to Heaven for sending Jeanio ^ 
safe down from the land of prcJatic deadness and schismatic heresy; 
and had delivered her from the dangers of the way, and the Horn that 
were in the path. 

‘^And I3me?” repeated her affectionate sister again and again. 

“ And— and ''—(fain would she have said Butler, hut she modified the 
direct, inquiry)— “and Mr and Mrs Baddlotree—and Dumbiedikes— 
anil a' friends ? ” . ^ 

“ A' wcel, a* wed, praise to His name 1 " 

“ And— 'Mr Butler— rlie wasna weel when I gaed awa?" 

“ He is quite mended — quite weel,” replied her father, 

“ Thank (frxl — bgit 0> dear father, Elfie ?— Eftie ? ” 

“ Ye will never see her mair, my bairn," answered Deans in a solemn 
tone—*’ You arc the ae and only leaf left now on the huld tree— heal 
be your portion!” 

“She is dead— she is slain!— It has come owerlatel" exclaimed 
Jeanio, wringing her hands. 

“No, Jeanic,” retunied Deans, in the same grave melancholy tone. 

“ Sue lives in the flesh, and is at freedom from eartldy restraint if she 
were as much alive iu faith, and as free from the bonds of Satan." 

“The Lord protoct.us!" said Jeanie.—” Can the unhappy bairn 
IjiKJ left you for that v^ifiain?” 

“It is ower tnily spoken," said Deans— “She has left her auld 
fatlier, that hag went and prayed to her— .She has left her sister, that 
travailed and toiled for hor hkc a mother— She Jiasieffc the hones of 
her mother, and the land of her people, and she ia ower the march wi’ 
that son of Belial—She has made a moonlight flitting of it." He 
nansesd, for a feeling betwixt sorrow and .strong resentment dioked 
Iiis utterance. 

“ And wf tliat man ?— lhat fcarfa' iban ? " said Jeanio. “ And she 
has left us to gmig aff wi' him ?— 0 Effic, Effic, vvha could liae thought 
it, after sic a ut?Uverance as youliad been gifted wH ” 

“ She went out ffom us, ray bairn, because she was not of us," replied 
David. “ She is^a withered branch will never bear fruit of grace 
—a jcciip<syg:oat gone forth Into the wilderness of the worlds to carry 
wi* her, as I trusty the sins of our little congregation. The peace of 
the woricl gang wi* her, and a better peace when .she has the grace to 
turn to it! If. she is of His elj&cted, His ain hour will come. What 
woulh her mother have said, that tamous and memorable matron fte- 
bccca M^Naught, whose memory is like a flower of sweet savoiu* in 
Newbaltle, and a pot of frankincense in Duglon ? But*be it sae— let 
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her part— jefc Jjer ganp her gate— let her bite on her aiu4)rid]e— The 
I^ord keus Hiy time— She was the bairn of pmyers, and may not prove 
au utter ca.4away. But never, Jemiie— never more let licr name be 
spoken between*you and me-*-She Jiaih passed from us likctlie brook 
whidi vauisheth -when the summer waxoth warm, as patient Job eaith 
—let her paas, and be forgotten.” , 

TJuto was a mehiiicholy pause which followed these expressiona, 
Jcanic would fain have asked more circumstaticos relating to her 
sister’s departure, but Ibctone of her father's prohibition was positive. 
fcJlje was about to mention her interview with Staiuitouai his father’s 
recti>ry ; but, on hastily rmmiiig oirer the partietdm^s in her memory, 
"she thought that, on the whole, they were more likely to aggravale 
than dhuo^lsh.his distress of mind. She turned, therefore," dis- 
course from this painful subject, resolving to suspend farther inquiry 
until she should see Butler, from whom she exp(?cted to learn the par- 
ticulars of her sistei-'s elopement. 

But when was slio to see Butler? was a question she could not for- 
bear asking herself, especially while her father, as if eager to escape 
from the subiect of lus youngest daughter, pointed U) the opposite 
shore of Dunibartcnshire, and asking Jeanie “ if it^cvena a plea.sant 
abode?” declared to her his intention of removing Ids earthly tuber- 
na(*lo to tliat country, ^‘in respect he was solicited by his Urace the 
Duke of ArgyJe, as one well skilled in country labour, and if that ap- 
pertained to flocks and herds, to superintend a storc-faiTii, whilk hzs 
Grace hod taen into Ids ain hand for the improvement of sti>elv.” 

Jeanie’s heart sunk within her at this declaration. »SUe allowed 
it was a goodly and pleasant land, and sloped bonnily to the western 
sun 5 atuf she doubtedna that the pasture might be very gude, for the 
grass looked gi‘een, for m drouthy as the weather had been, But it 
was far frae hame, and she tlzought she wad be often thinking on the 
bonny of turf, »ao fu’ of gowans and yellow kiTig-cupf-, uinnng 
the Grags at »St Leonard's.” • 

Dinna speak ou't, J^janie,” said her father; "I vvish nGvertohear 
it named inair -that is, after the rouping is ower, and the bdls -naid. 
But 1 brought a’^ie beasts ower-by that 1 ihcugiit ye wad like best, 
'fhere is Gowmis, and there's your ain brockit cow, and the wee 
.hawkit anc, that ye ca'd— I neediia tell yo how ye ca'd it— hut 1 couldng. 
bid them sell the petted oreature, though the sighto'tmay Hometimes 
gio us a sail' heart— it's no the poor dumb creature's fault— Ami ane 
or twa beasts rnair I hao rcsft:ved, and 1 caused them to be di'iveu 
]>dfore the other bcastsi, that men might say, as’ when the son of Jesse 
returned from battl«i^ ‘ 'I'hia is Davidw spoil.' ” 

, Upon more particular hiquiry, Jeanie found new occasion to admhe 
I the active bcn^conce of her friend the Duke of Argylc. While es- 
tablishing .1 sort of experimental farm on the skirts of his imtnen.so 
Iligblaua estates, he had been somewbat at a loss to tod a proper 
per^iou in wlioiii to vcbt the cliar«’e of it. The conversation his (4race 
bad upon country nuiiters with Jeanie Deai»s during their'returu fr#Ui 
liichrooiul, had impressed him with a belief that the father, whoswux- 
perience and success she so frequently quoted, must be exactly the 
sort 'of pCiNoff wiioin he wanted. When the condition annexed to 
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pardon rendered it highly nrobahle that David^DAins would 
choose to chouse his place of residence, this idea A^eln occurred to 
the I>ttke more strongrly, and atf’he was an ciitbusiasJi^e^naJly in ag:- 
riculture and in benevolence, lie iihagincd he' was aervinff flio pur- 
poses of both, when he wrote to the gentleman in Edinbui^n int|:^usted 
with his affairs, to inquire into the character of David Derhis, CQW- 
feedeff, and so fe)rth, at St Leonard’s Crags ; and if he found hittl such 
as he had been represented, to engage him without delavj^^and <«> the 
most liberal terms, to superintend his fancy*farm in Dingibarton- 
shiro. 

The proposal was made to old David by tlie gentleman so commis- , 
sioiu^d, on the second day after his daughter’s pardon had reached 
lildinhurgh. His resolution to leaix St Leonard’s had been ab'eady 
formed ; the honour of an express invitation from the Duke of Ai'- 
g>Ic to superintend a department where so much skill and diligenoe 
wore require^ was in itself extremely flattering ; and the more so, bo- 
causo honest Daidd, who was not without an excellent opinion of his 
own talents, persuaded himself that, by aceeiitYng this cliargc, ho 
^vonld in some sort repay the great favour lie had received at the 
hands of the Argyle family, 'flic appointments, including the right 
of sufficient grazing for a small stock of his own, were amply liberal ; 
anil David’s keen eye saw tliat the situation was convenient for traf- 
ficking to advantage in Highland cattle. There was risk of ** her’- 
ship” ‘ from the neighbouring mountains, indeed, but the awful name 
of the Duke of Argyle would be a groat security, and a trifle of 
hla<ik-mail would, David was aware^ assure his safety. 

Btill, however, tlicrc w'cre two points on ■which he liaggled. Tlie . 
first was tlie cimracter of the clergyman with whose woi’shiivhe was 
to join: fuid on this delit'ato point he received, as we will presently 
show ijie reader, perfect satisfaction. The next obstacle wm the 
condition of hia youqgcst daughter, obliged as sliewas to leave Scot- 
land for so many years. 

^ The gentleman pf the law smiled, and snidi “ Tlierp was no occa- 
tiion to iiiteimret that clause very atiictly-— that if ^he young woman 
left Scotlaua for a few montlis or oven weeks, and cathe to her father’s 
now residence by sea from the western side of England, nobody 
would know of her andval, or ntleast nobody who had either the right 
or inclination to give her disturbance. The extensive heritable juris- 
dictions of his Grace excluded the iuterfereucc of other magistrates 
with those living on liis estates, and they who were in immediate 
dependence on him would receive orders to give the young woman 
no ikstnrbance. Living on the verge of the Highlands, she might, 
indeed, be said to^be out of Scotland, that is, beyond the bounds of 
' ordinary law and civilisation.” 

- Old Deans was not quite satisfied with' this reasoning a but the 
elopement of Effie, whick took place on the third night after hei* liber- 
^ ation, rendered his residence at St Leonard’s so detestable,, to him* 
that he dosed at once with the proposal which had been mode him, 

) II«>r*&hip, n ScottlBh vroi'cl wiadimay bcsald to lie now oli^olelS'; bccauMS, 
the pr.iCtico of ** rlundcdng by urmcil force,*' wlUtli to iu mooning, d vus not reautre to 
Dc commoiily Rpokcti of. 
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ftiid entered wtli pleaBure into the idea of surprising? Jeiuiicj as had 
been proposed by the Duhe, to render the change of residence more 
striking toher. The Duke, had owised Archibald of these circiim- 
Btanccs, with cd'ders to act accoraW to the instructions he sliould 
receive from Edinhui'gh^ and by which accordingly he was directed to 
bring Jeanie to Koseneath. 

The father and daughter communicated these matters to encli^thcr, 
now atopping, now wmking alowlv towards tlie Lodge, which showed 
itself among thd trees, at about iuilf a mile’s distance from the little 
bay in which they had landed. 

As they approached the house, David Deans informed his daughter 
" with aome'wnat like a grim smile, which was the utmost advance he 
ever made towards a mirthful expression of visage, that “Chore was 
baith a worshipful gentleman, ana ane reverend gentleman, residing 
^reiu. The worSiipful gentleman was his honour the Lfiird of 
Knocktarlitie, who was baine of the Lordship under tlie Duke of Ar- 
^lo, ane Hieland gentleman, tarr’d wi’ the saine stick,” David 
doubted, “ as many of them, namely, a hasty and choleric temper, 
and a neglect of the higher things that belong to salvation, and also a 
gripping unto the things of this world, without muckle distinction of 
property ; but, however, ane gude hospitable gentleman, with whom 
it woula be a part of wisdom to live on a gude understanding (for 
IJielandmeii were hasty, ower hasty). As for the reverend i>crson of 
whom he had spoken, he was candidate hy favour of the Duke of 
Argyle (for David would nut for the universe have called him pre- 
sentee) for the kirk of the parish in which their fiirm was situated, 
and he was likely to be highly acccptalilc unto the Christian souls of 
the parisdi, who were hungering for spiritual manna, having been fed 
hut upon sour Hiolaiid sowens by Mr Duncan MacDonougm, the Inst 
minister, ivho began tlie morning duly, Sunday and Satmtlay, with 
a mutclikiu of usquebaugh. But I need say the less about the pre- 
sent lad,” said David, again grimly grirnaemft*” as I think ye may 
hao seen him afore ; aiiAhere ne haHjcome to meet us.” 

She had indeed seen mm before, for it ivas no other than Keuben 
Butler himself. ^ 


ClIATtEE XLIII. 

Ku%iore Blialt tboa IrdiolA thy sister's face; 

Tiiou hast oli^eiuly had her last embrace. 

£lcgif on Mrt Anw Killtgt'eto, 

This s^nd surprise had been accomplislied for Jeanie Deans by 
the rod of the same benevolent euclianter, whose power liad trans- 
planted her father from the Crags of St Leonard’s to tlie banks^of 
the Gare-Loch. The Duke of Argylc was not a person to forgefthe 
hereditary debt of gratitude, which had been bequeathed to him hy 
his grandfatha:} in favour of the grandson of old Bible Butler, lie 
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bad internally resolved to ptovidefor Reuben Butler in this birk of ♦ 
Kiiocktaa-Jitie. of wliich tae incumbent bad just deparkd this life. 
Aceordiiig^ly, liis agfcnt received the necessary instruct! Ais for that 
purpose, under the nualifjring' condition always, that the Icaminf and 
character of Mr Butler should be found proper for the cluirg^c. Uj^on ^ 
these were fruind as highly satisfactory as had been reported 
in the case of David Deans himself. 

Bv this preferment, the Duke of Argyle more essentially benefited 
liis friend and protegee, Jeanicj than he himself was aware of, since- 
hc contributed to remove objections in her father's mind to tho match, 
which he had no idea'had been in existence. 

We have already noticed that Deans had something of a prejudu^^ 
against Butler, wnich was, perliaps, in some degree owing u> \n^ 
possessing a sort of consciousness, that tho poor usher looked w^i 
eyes of affection upon his eldest daughter. Tliis, in David's c>“ 
was a Bin of presumption, even although it should not bo followed by 
any overt act, or actual proposal. But the lively interest v.hicli 
Butler had displayed in his distresses, since Jeanie set forth on her 
London expedition, and w'hich, therefore, he ascribed to personal re- 
spect for himself individually, had greatly softened the feelings of 
irritability with which David Jiad sometimes regarded him. And, 
while he was in this good disposition towards Butler, another in- 
cident took place which had great influence on the old man's mind. 

So soon as tho shock of Erne’s second elopement was over, it was 
Dcans's early care to collect and refund to tne Laird of Duuibiedikes 
the money which he bad lent for Effio's trial, and for Jeanie's trav oi- 
ling expenses. The Laird, the pony, the cocked hat, and the 
tobacco-pipe, had not been seen at 8fe Leonards Crags for many a 
day ; so that, in order to pay this debt, David was under the necessity 
of reiiairing in person to tlie mansion of Dumhiedikea. 

He found it in a state of unexpected bustle. There were workmen 
pulling down some of the old hangings, and replacing them witli 
others, jiltering, repairing, scrubbing, paiutftg, and white-washing. 
There was no knowing the old. house, which had Lsen so long the 
mansion of sloth and silence. The Laird himself Aocmed in some 
confusion, and his reception, though kind, lacked something of the 
reverential cordiality with which he used to greet David Deans. 
Tiiere was a change also, David did not very well know of what 
iiatoc, about the exterior of thli land'jd proprietor— an improvement 
in Bic shape of his garments, a spruceness in tlie air with which they 
were put on, that were both povelties. Even ^he old hat looked 
smarter; the cock had been newly pointed, the lace bad been re- 
freshed, and instead of slouching backward or forward on the Laird's 
head# as it happened to be thrown on, it was adjusted with a knowing 
inclination over one eye. 

David Deans opened hS business, and told down tbe cash. Dumhie- 
dikes steadily inclined his ear to the one, and counted tbe o^ci' with 
great accuracy, interrupting David, while he was talking of the 
redemption of the captivity of Judah, to ask him whether he did not 
think one or two Of the guineas looked rather light. ''Vheu he Vas 
satisfied on this point, had pocketed his money, and had signed a 
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^ recei|)i 9 he addressed David vriith some little hesitation,— ”*Je^o wad 
be writing* ye somethiogr^deman?" 

“ About tihe siller?'* refOied Baviit— “ Nae doubt, she did.” 

“ And did she say nae rnair about me ?” asked the Laird. 

“Nae mnir but ‘kind and Christian vrifehes — what suld she hae 
' said?” replied David, fully expecting* that the Laird’s long courtship 
{if liis dangling after Jeanie deserves so active a iianie) wa5 now 
coniiug to a point. And so indeed it was, but not to that point which 
, he wished or expected. 

“ Aweel, she kens her ain miud best, gudeman. 1 hae made a 
» clean house o' Jenny Balcliristio, and her niece. They were a bad 
pack — stcal'd meat and mault, and loot the carters magg the eoalt;— 
Tm to be man-ied the morn, and Idrkit on Sunday.” 

Whatever David felt, he was too proud and too steady-minded to 
slow any unpleasant surprise in his countenance and mauner. 

“ I wusa ye hapjiy, Bir,tlirougli Him that gies happiness— iimrriage 
Is an honoiirable«tatc.''^ 

“ And 1 am wedding into an honourable house, David — the Laird 
of Lickpelf's youngest daughter — she aits next us in the Idrk, and 
that'a tlie way 1 came to think on't.” 

There was iio more to be said, but again to wish the Laird joy, to 
taste a cup of his liquor, and, to wjilk back again to Sfc Leonard's, 
musing on the mutability of human aftairs and human rc:soiuiions. 
'i’lio expectation that one day or otlior Jeanio would be Ltvly 
Dumhiedikes, had, in opite of Jiimself, kept a more absolute posses- 
sion of David's miud than he himself was aware of. At least, it had 
.hitherto seemed a union at all times witliiii his daughter’s reach, 
whenever she might choose to give her silent lover any dcjgrcc of 
eiicoiiragemeiit, and now it was vanished for ever. David returned, 
therefore, in no very gracious Immour for so good a m.in. He wus 
angry with Jennie foir not having encouragqj^ i'he Laird — he waa 
angry with the Laird for requiring encouragement — and he was 
angry "with liiinsolf for being angry at all on Iho occasion. 

On his returnjie found the gentleman who managed the Diikc of 
Argyle's affahft was desirous of seeing him, 'vvitli ayicw to comnlcting 
tlie arrangement between them. Tlms^ after a brit*f repose, be was 
obliged to set olf anew for Edinburgh, so that old May 1 lettly de- 
clared, “ That a' this was to end with tlie luaster just walking hiuiself 
aff his feet.” , # 

When the business respecting the farm had been talked over and 
arranged, the pi»fcs.sioiial gentleman acquainted David Deans, in 
answer to liis inquiries concerning th*o state of public worsliij), that it 
was the pleasure of the Duke to put an cxceUoiit ^ ouog clergyman, 
called Reuben Butler, into the polish^ which wa%to be his future 
rosidencaL 

“ Reuben Butler!” exclaimed David— “ Reuben Butler, the uslier 
at Liberton?” 

" The very same,” said the Duke's commissioner; “ his Gra^ tias 
heard an excellent character of him, and has some hei'oditary ooliga- 
tions to him besides— few ministers will be so comfortable as 1 am 
directed to make Mr Butler.” 
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‘‘ Obligations ?-- The Duke? --Obliiratians to Jleiibou Butler— 

R euben Butler a plnced minister of tlie Kirk of Scotlaridl” exclaimed ' 
J>avid, in interminable astonishment, for somehow he hadbeen led by 
the bad success whicb Butler had hiflierto met with Hi all bis under- 
takings, to consider lum one of those Btepsona of Fortune,^ whom 
she treats with unceasing rigour, and cnas with disinhoi’iting al- . 
together. 

' There is, perhaps, no time at which we are disposed to think so 
highlv of a friend, ns when wc find him standing higher limn we 
expected in the esteein of others. When asBurod of Qie reality of 
Butler’s change of prospects, Dand expressed his great Batisfactipjr 
ftt his success in life, which, he observed, was entirely owing to Mhi- 
Bclf (David). ** I advised his puir grandmother, wlio was "but a sUlv 
woman, to breed him up to the ministry; and I prophesied tUaVwith 
a blessing on his endeavours, he ivould become a polished shaft in 
the temple. lie may be something ower proud o’ nis carnal learn- 
ing, but a glide lad, and has the root of tlie matter— as ministers 
gang now, whoi-e yc’ll find ane better ye’ll find ten wJur, than Ucubcii 
Butler. ” 

He took leave of the man of basiness, and walked homeward, for- 
getliug Ilia weariness in the various speculation.^; to which this wonder- 
ful piece of intelligence gave rise. Hone.st David liad now, like other 
great men, to go to work to reconcile' his speculative principles with 
existing circumstances; and like other great men, when they set 
seriously about that task, he was tolerably Buccessful. 

Ought Reuben Butler in cf»nseiouee to accept of this preferment 
iu the Kirk of Scotland, subject as David at present thought that 
establishment wa.s to the Erastian encroachments of the civil power : 
Tins was the leading question, and ho considered it carefully. “ The 
Kirk of Scotland was shorn of its beams, and deprived of its full 
artillery and banners of authority; but still it contained zealous and, 
tructiNing pastors, aittotive congregations, and, with all her spots 
and blemishes, the like of this Kirk was nywhere else to be seen 
upon ,earth." 

David’s doubts had been too many and too critical to permit him 
over unequivocally to unite liira.self with any of the dissenters, who, 
upon various accounts, absolutely seceded from the natioual church, 
lie had often ioined iu communion mth such of the established clergy 
as approached nearest to the Presbyterian model ahd princmiea 
of 1(>40. And although there were many things to be nmonded in 
that pystem, yet he remerabeved that he, David Deans, had himself 
ever been a humble pleader fo^tbe good old cause in a legal way, 
Kut without rushing into right-liand excesses, divisions, and separa- . 
tions. But, as an enemy to aepai^ion, ho might join the riglitdiand 
of fellowship with* a miuistei'’of the Kirk^^ Seouaiid in its present 
model. Reuben Butler might teke .possession of tlie |mriah 

of Knocktarlitic, without forfeiting his friendsbip or favour— Q. E. D, 
But, secondly, came the trying point of la/%patvouage, wliicli David 
Dean® had ever maiutamed to Be, a coming m oy the window, and over 
the wall, a cheating and atwving Ih© pouw of a tvhole parish fiw^ tl^e 
purpose of clothing the back and fiOiug the belly of thectneumbedt. 
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Tills presentation, therefore, from tlie Duke of Ar^yle* ^'hatcTcr 
was the worth and high diaracter of that nobleman, was a limb of 
the braxcm image, a portion of the evil thing, and with no kind of 
r’onsisloncy coida Dand bend liid mind to favour such a transaction. 
But if jfcbe pariidiinnera 'ihemaelvea jbined in a general call to Reuben 
Butler to be their pastor, it did not seem quite so evident that the 
cxiiitence of this unhappy presentation was a reason for his refusing 
thorn tlic comforts of Bis doctrine. If the presbytery admitted him 
to the kirk, in virtue rather of that act of patronage than of ilie 
genci-ni call of the congregation^ that might he their error, and 
David allowed it was a heavy one. But if Reuben Butler accepted 
of the cure as tendered to him by those whom he wds called to teach, 
and who had expressed themselves desirous to leaim, David, after 
eonsiderfng and reconsidering the matter, came, through the great 
virtue of if, to be of opinion that ho might safely so act in that 
I flatter. 

There remained a third stumbling-hlock—the oaths to government, 
exacted from the cstublishcd clergymen, in winch they acknowledge 
ail Krustitii) king and parlianioiit, and homologate the incorporating 
TTnion bclw(3eu England ajid Scotland, through wliidi the latter 
kingdom had become part and portion of the mrmer, wherein Pre- 
lacy, the sister of Popery, had made fast her throne, and elevated the* 
horns of her mitre. These wore symptoms of defection which had 
often made David cry out, ‘‘My bowels— Tn;f bowels!—- I am pained 
at Iho very heart!” Aiid lie remembered that a godly Bow-Bead 
matron hiwl been carried out of the Tolbooth Church in a swoon, 
beyond the reach of brandy and burnt feathers, merely on heai-ing 
these fearful words, “It is enacted by the X^rds spintital atid 
temporal,” pronounced from a Scottish pulpit, in the proem to the 
Porlcous Proclamation, These oatlis were, therefore, a deep com- 
pliance and dire abomination— a siii and a snas’e, and a danger and 
a defection. But this shibboleth was not always exacted. Ministers 
had respect to their own tender consciences, and tlioso of their 
brethren; and it f^as not till a later period that the reins of discipline 
were takbii up tight by the General Assemblies and Presbyteries. 
'Phe peace-making particle came again to David's assistance. • .Jf an 
iueumbent wa^ not called upon to make such compliances, and tf he' 
got a right entry into, the church without intrusion, and by orderly 
appohitment, why, the ^Uiole, -Dayid Deans came to he of 
opinion, that the saidlncumhcnt might lawfuUv enjoy the spiritualltv 
and temporality of tlm cure of souls^t KnocKtarlitie, with atipenu, 
manso^ glchc, and all thereunto appertaining. * 

The best and most uprlgbt-mfoaed men are so strongly influenced 
by existing circumstances, it would be somewhat cruel to inquire 
too noarlf what wei^t p^rnal afTectiou gave to these ingenious 
trains of reasoning. Det David Doans's situation be considered. He 
just deprived of one daughter, and his eldest, to whom he owpd 
was out otf, by the sudden resotutimi of Dumhiedikes, fiiom 
high hope which David had entertained, that she might one day 
be Tdistms of Jhat fair fordship. dust uriiile this disappointment was 
bearing hjfavy on bis spirits, Bute comes before bis imagination— 
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no long:^ thebalf-stmed threadbare lutheri but fat and sleek and 
fair, the beneficed miuiator of Knod^iarlitie, beloved by hia eongro- 
Katioii— exemplary in his life— powerful in his dot'ft'ineS-doing the 
duty of the kirk as never Iligiiiand minister did before— tuniing 
sinders as a eolley dog turns sheep— a favourite of the J^uke of 4 
Argyle, and drawing a Sftipend of eight hundred jiunds Scots, end 
fbur chaldcrs of victual, n^e was a matdi, making up, in David’s 
mind, iu a tenfold degree the disappointment in the case of Dumbie- 
dikes, in so far as me Goodman of St Leonard's held a powerful 
minister in much greater admiration than a mere landed proprietor. 
It did not oeciir to him, as ah additional reason in favour of the'^ 
match, that Jeanie might herself have some choice iu the matter; fof 
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man’s head, any more than the possibility that her iucliualion migh 
I>erhaps differ from his own. 

The result of Ms meditations was, that he .was called upon to tak 
the management of the whole affair into his own hand, and give 
it should be found nossiMe without sinful compliance, or ba(rk3 
or defection of any Kind, a worthy pastor to the kirk of Knock tavUt it*. 
Acconlingly, by the inlej’veiition of the honest dealer in bulter-milk - 
who dwelt ‘in Liherton, David summoned to his presence Eeuben 
Butler, Even fi'om this worthy messenger he was imablc to conconl 
certmn swelling emotions of tlignity, insomuch, that, when the carter ‘ 
had Ciimnmnicated lu 8 *mes«agc to the uslier, ho added, that “ Cer- 
tainly the Oudoman of 8 aiut tieonard’s had some grand news to tell 
him, for he was as uplifted as a midd»m-cock,upon pattens.*’ 

Butler, it may rcmiily he conceived, immediately obeyed the sum- ' 
mons. He was a plain character, in which WiWth and good simse and 
simplicity wore the principal ingredients ; hut love, on tliis occasion, 
gave him a ceitain degree of /mdress. He had received an intima- 
tion of tJie favour dMgncd him by tlie Duke of Argyle, with wluit 
feelings tliose only can conceive, who have experienced a sudden 
jirospoct of being raised to independence and resueet from penurv 
and toU, He resolved; however, that the old man^ehould retain all 
the consequence of being, iu his own opinion, the first to communi- 
cate the important intelTiffence. At Uie same time, ho also deter- 
mined that iu the exneetea conference he would })ermit David Deans 
to expatiate at length upon the proposal, in all its bearings, without 
imtatiug him either by mterruption'Or contradiction. Tiiis last was 


tlie mM prudent plmi he could have adopted ; because, although 
there were mai^ doubts which David Deans c<suld himself clear up 
to his own satisfaftioxi^ yet he might liavc been by no means disposed 
to accept the somUon of any person ; and to engage him m an 

argument woula have been certain to coufirimhim at once and for 


ever iu tim opinion whic^ Butler chnnt^ to impugn. 

He received his friend with an appwauce of important gravity, 
which real misfortune had loDff compelled him to layaside, and which 
heltrtig^ to those days oi‘ awiiil autiioiity in wdiich he predominated '' 
over Widow Butler, arid dictated the mode of cultivating the crofts 
of Beersheba. Ho made to licutajii, w'itli gretft pi'ol^ity, the 
prospect of his changing hispim nl rcbidence for tlie charge of tlie 
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Dttke of Argyle'fl stock-fSaiirm in Dimbartonshire, and enumerated the 
rarious adrantitges of the situation witii obyious self con^ratiilfi tion ; 
but a^Hureh thd? patient hearer, that nothin^^ had so much inoved him 
to acceptance, as the sense that, by his skill in bestial, he could render 
the most impcMrtant services to Ids Grace the Pidce of Argyle, to whom, 
** in the late unhappy circumstance” (here a te^r dimmed the sparkle 
of pride in the old man's eye), **he had been sae muckle obliged ” > 
"“To put a rude Hielandman into sic a diarge” he continued, 
what could be expected but that he euld be sic a ehiefest herdsman, 
as wicked Dqeg the Edomite ? whereas, while this grey head is to 
fore, not a dhte o' them hut sail be as weel cai’ed for as if they wer<.* 
the fatted kine of Pharaoh, ---ABd now, Eeuben,lad, seeing we maun 
remove our tent to a strange country, ye will bo casting a dolefu' 
look after us, and thinking with whom ye are to hold counsel anent 

S our government in thao slippery and backsliding times; and nae 
oubt remembering, that the auld man, l)nvid Deans, was made tlic 
instrument to bring you out of the mire of schism and heresy, where* 
in your father’s house delighted to- wallow ; afteu also, nae doubt, 
when ye are pressed wi’ ensnaring trials and tentations and heart- 
pi ftgues, you, tliat are like a recruit that is marching for the first 
time to the took of drum, will miss the auld, bauld, and experienced 
veteran soldier that has felt the brunt of piony a foul day, and heard 
the bullets whistle as afteu as he has hairs left on his auld pow.” 

It is very possiWe that Butler might internally be of opinion, that 
tlic reflection on Ids ancestoria peculiar tenets might have been 
spared, or that he might be presumptuous enough even to think, 
that, at his years and with his own lights, he might be abbs to h(dd 
his course without the pilotage of honest David. But ho only re- 
plied, by expressing his regret, Uiat anything should separate him 
from an ancient, tried, and affectionate mend. 

“ But how can it be helped, man?” said Dafitl, twisting his features 
into n sort of smile—** How can we help it ? — trow ye caiina tell me 
that— Ye maun leave that to ither folk-~’to the Duke of ArgyJe and 
me, Reuben. It's a glide thing to hac friends in this w-arid— how 
muckle better to liae an interest beyond it I ” 

And David, whose piety, though not always qidte rational, was /is 
sincere as it wits habitum and fervent, looked reverentiallv upwiird 
and paused. *Mr Butler intimated the pleasure with which he would 
receive Ids friend's advice on % subject so important, and David re- 
sumed. ^ ^ 

• ** What think vemow, Reuben, of Wr kirk— a regular kirk under the 
present establknment?— Were sic ofPered to ye^^wad ye be free to 
accept it, and under whilk provisions ?— I am spe^ng but by way of. 
query.” 

Butler replied, *Tbat if such a prospect were heW put to him, ho 
would probiibly first consult whether he was likely tp beuBef\jl to the 
parisli lie should be called t6$ and if there appeared a fair prospect 
of his proving so, his friend must be aware, that in every other poinl 
of view, it would be highly advantageous for him/^ 

“Right, Reuben, very right, lad,” answered the monitor, “your ain 
conscience is the first thing to be satisfied— for how sail he 

w _ ^ t ^ 
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others that *ha3 himsoll sso ill learned the Scripiurca, as to grip for 
the luci 0 of foul eartMv presfermeut, sic as gear aud manse, money 
and victual, that svhieh is not his in a spiritual scnfi©*-or%Ua makes 
his kirk n stalking-^horse, from behind which lie may tak aim at his 
stipend ? But I look for belter things of you— and bpoeiully ye maun 
be miiidod not to act altogether on your ain judgment, for there- 
through comes 3air mistakes, backslidmga, and defections, on the left 
and on tlie right. If there were sio a day of trial put to you, Kcu- 
ben, you, who nrc a young lad, although it may be yo are gifted Wi' 
the enrii.il tongues, and those whiik are spoken uA Rome, wlmk is now 
the s(Mt of the scarlet abomination, and by the Greeks, whom the 
Gospel was as foolvihtiess, yet nae-the-less ye may be entreiited by 
your wcelwishcr to take the counsel of those pruuont and resolved 
aiul wcather-withstandinif profosbors, wha hno kend what it was to 
luik on banks and in tnossos, in bogs and in caverns, and fo risk the 
peril of Uie head rather than renounce the honesty of the heai t.” 

Butler replied, **That certainly, possessing such a friend os he 
liopcd and trusted ho had in the goodman himself. Who had seen bo 
many changes in the preceding century, ho should bo much to blame 
if he did not avail himself of lus expcnence and friendly counsel. 

“ Kneugh said —enough said, Reuben,'^ said David lieans, with in- 
ternal exultation ; “ and say tliat ye were in tlie predicament wlieroof 
1 hae simken, of a surely I womd deem it my duty to gang to the 
root o’ the mAtfer, and lay to von the ulcers and imposlhumes. 
and the fcores and the leiiiobies of tliis our tune, cr\big aloud und 
sparing not." 

David Deans was now in his clement, lie commenced his exami- 
nation of the doctrines and belief of llu* Ohiistian Church with the 
Very Culdees, from whom ho jKwsed to John Knox,- flfom John Knox 
to the recusants in James the Wxfh's time,— -Bruce, Black, Blair, Liv- 
ingstone, — ^from theimb) tlic brief, and at length triumphant i)ciiod 
erf the Presbyterian church’s bplendour, until it was overrun by the 
Knglihh independents. Then followed the dLsmal tunes of proLuy, 
the indulgences, seven iinmhiber, with all their sliaiUs and bearings, 
until he arrived at the reign of King James the Second, in which he 
himself had been, in his own mind, neither an obscmv> actor nor an 
obscure sufferer. Then was BnUer doomed to hear Uie most detailed 
and annotated edition of what he had so often heard l*cfore,u-.David 
Deans’s confinement, namelY,ifiihc iron cuge in the Canongate Tol- 
boOtli, and the cause thereof. 

We should be very unjust to qijr foiend David Deans, xf we should 
** pretermit "^to use his own cxpresslem— a narrative which he held 
essential to hL fatnev A drunken trooper ef the Royal Guards, Francis 
Gordon by name, chased five or six of the skuUphg Wings, among 

f om was oor fiicnd David; and sflier he hod compellea ,)hom to 
nd, and was in the act df brawling with them, one of tbfdr number 
id a ]{uckct-pistol, and shot him dead. David used to sneer and 
ftkakejiis head when any one a>ked him whether he liadbeen the iu- 
sti ument of removing this widntd |)ersecutor from the face of the 
earth, in fact, tlie merit of the deed lay between him and his fdead, 
I’atrick Walker, tlie pedlar, whose works he was so fond of quoting, 
« 
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Meiilior &f thm oared directly td claim merit of silencinff Mr 
J^cis Gordon of the IJfe-Oftards, there oeingr fiome wild coueniB of 
his about Idinhu^lb who might have been even yet addicted to re* 
vengp, but jet neiflier of them diose to disown or yield to the other the 
merit of this active defence of iheir religious rites. Darid said^ that if 
he had hred a pistol thon» it was what he never did after or before. Aud 
as for Mr Patrick Walker, he has loft it U])ou record, that his great 
surprise was that so small a pistol could kill so big a man. Theso 
arc the words of that venerable biographer, whose tr^e had not taught 


notwithstanding killed him dead-"(®) 

Upon tlie extensive foundation which the history of the kirk af- 
ford^, during its short-lived ttmmpli and long tribulation, Das id, with 
length of breath and of narrathe, wdiich would have astounded nny 
one but a lover of his ilaughtcr, proceeded to lay down his own iiile« 
for guiding the conscience of hw friend, as an aspirant to serve in the 
nninstr}'. Upon this subject the good man went through such a 
variety of nice and casuistical problems, supposed so many extreme 
cases, made the distinctions so critical aud nice betwixt the right-hand 
and the left-hand— betwixt compliance and defection— holding back 
and stepping aside— slipping and stumoUng— snores and enoH— 
that at length, after having limited the path'of truth to a mathemati- 
cal hue, he was brought to the broad admission, tliat each man*s con- 
science, after lie liad gained a certmn view of the diiHcult navigation 

* lilo 


llolstatcd the examjdes and arguments for and against the acceptance 
of a kirk on the present revolution mod^ with much more imparti- 
ality to Butlcv than he had been able to place them before his own 
view. And he conduded, that his young ffierfif ought to think upon 
those things, and b? guided by the voice of his own conscience, wiie- 
ther he could take such an awful trust as tlie eharjgo of souls, with- 
out doing l^jurjpto his own intemal convictiou of what is light or 


wrong. 

Wrai David had finished his very long harangue, whicli was only 
interrupted by monosyllables, or little more, on the part of Butler, 
the orator himself fins jUfredtly astonidied to find that the conclusion^ 
at wliieh he very naturally imied to arrive, seemed much Icbs de- 
cibivcly attained 4^n when he had argued the cue in hh own mind. 

In this particular* Datld^s ouitent»of thinkinlfaDd speaking only 
IDu&tratea the vexy impoi'tant and geuerc^roposit|on» coRcemmg tho 
cxceHenee of the publicity %f debate. For, under the infiuence of 
any partial feeling, it h certain, that most men can more e^y re- 
concile ttemseives to any favourite moasturo, when agitating it ui 
their owumind, than when ob%ed to expose its merits toathiraparjy,^ 
when the necewi^ of seeming hnpamal procures for tho opposite 
arguments a muen piere fair statement than that which he amards it 
in tacit meditiiitiO]t. Haring finished what ho had to say, David 
thought himself obliged to oe more exidicit in point of fact, aud to 
explaiii that this was no hypothetical (^e, but one on which (by his 
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influence and that of the Duke of Argyie) Reuben Butler would 
n,>on be called to decide. ' 

It wjw even with somethiug like itppreliensioii tlukt David Deans 
I » card Butler announce, in return to this commuiiication, that he 
v/onld take that i%l\t to consider on what ho had said wth such kind 
intentions, and return him an answer the next morning?. The feel- 
ings of the father mastered David on this occasion. He pressed But- 
ler to spend the eveuinff with him— He produced, most unusual at his 
meals, one, nay, two bottles of aged strong ale.—He spoke of his 
danghier— of her nierite—her housewifery— her thrift— her affection. 
He led Butler so decidedly up to a declaration, of liLs feelings towards 
Jeanie, that, before uiglitfalL it was distinctly understood sdic was to 
be the bride of Reuben Butler; and if they thought it indelicate to 
abridge the period of deliberation which Reuben had stipulated, it 
seemed to be sufliciently understood betwixt them, that there was a 
strong probability of his becoming minister of Kuocktarlitio, provid- 
ing the congregation were as wiUing to accept of him, as the Duke 
to grant him the presentation. Tlie'matter ot the oaths, they agreed* 
it was tinje enough to dispute about, ‘whenever the shibboleth should 
be tendered. 

Many arrangements were adopted that evening, which were after- 
wards ripened by oorrcspotidcnce wUh the Duke of Argyle’s man of 
biisine.ss, w»ho intrusted Deans and Butler with the benevolent wdsh 
of his principal, that they should all meet with Jeanie, on her return 
from ibiglaud, at the Dike's hunting-lodge in Rosoncath. 

This retrospect, so far as the placid loves of Jeanie 1 leans and Reu- 
ben Butler are concerned, forms a full explanation of the jueceding 
iittiTativo up to their meeting on the island as already mentioned. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 

“ t come,” ho said, “iny love, iiw 
Aud— iiAture'i} dearest uiuue->xny wile: 

Thy father’s house and frleuds resign, 

Aly home, my ffiemJs, my sire, Jiro ttdne.” 

liOGAiT. 

• 

‘ I'uK meeting of Jeanie and Butler, <Kttider circumstances promising 
to crowTi an affcctioii so long delayed, was rather affecting firom its 
mmidp-^mcerity tlm from itsc uncommon vch^sirfience of fe^lipg. 
David Deans , jgli Qse practice was sometimes a little different ft’om 
hiH t heory, aj||||Rd them at first, by giviif® tliera the opinion of sundry 
of llic Breachers and diatnpions of his younger days, that 

marriago, th#gli honourable by the laws of Scripture*, was y«t a iatdte 
ovei’-rasldy^^veted by professors, and specially by yoiibg ministers, 
whose desire, he aonb was at whiles too inordinate for kirlbi, stipOnds, 
and w,»ves, which had fre<|U€ntly occasioned over-ready <k)mj«iance 
defections of tlie times. He endeavoured to make 
that hasty 'w^o<d(; Imd been, the ba»pa of many a 
ttie.ug^lieYiiig wife had too oft^ reversed 
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f.hc f oxt, and perv(‘rlcd tho boliejrmgf husband— that wbcu the famous 
Donald Cargill, bcins then hidni/yiu Lee- Wood, in Lanarkshire, it 
hemg killing-time, did, upon importiunty, knarry R()bcrt Marshal of 
l^tarry Shilw, he had tha^ c*xprespe<l himaelf‘: “ What hath induced 
Robert to marry tiiis vroraan ? iier ill will overcame his good ™ he will 
^lot keep the way lon^— -his thriving days are doiie/'^ To the sad 
accomphsliinent of wlu9i prophecy David said he was himself ajivinjv 
'witness, for Robert MaTHhol, liaving fiUJen into foul compliances with 
the enemy, went home, and heard the curates, dedined into other 
steps <jf defection, and became lightly esteemed. Indeed^ he observed, 
that the great upholders of the standard, Cargill, Pedenj Cameron, 
and Eenwick,*ha(l less delight in tying the bonds of matrimony Uian 
4n any other punsc of their mini'Steriai work ; and altliough they would 
feeither dissuade the parties, nor refuse their oihee, they considered 
the being culled to it as an ovidemee of indifference^ on the part of 
those between whom it was solemnized, to the many grievous things 
of the day, Notwithstanding, however, that inarviage was a snare 
unto many, David 'waa of opinion (as, indeed, he had shovved in Ids 
practice) that it was in itself honourable, especially if times /were 
such that lamest men could be secure against ueitJg Khot, banged, or 
banished, and had ane competent livcliliood to maintain thcmselvea, 
and those tliat might come after them. ** And, therelbrc,” fw he con- 
cliidt‘d something abruptly, addressing jQiinic mid Butler, who, with 
faces as high-coloured as crimson, hadhceai listening to hia lengthened 
argument for and against tlie holy state of matrimony, 1 will leave 
you to your ain cracks/* 

As tJicir private converflation, however interesting to themselves, 
nii<fht probably bo very litfle so to the reader, so far as it respected 
their present feelings and future prospects, we shall pass it over, and 
only mention the information which Jeaiiic received from Butler con- 
ccniing her sister’s elopement, which contaiiuHl many particulars that 
she had been unable to extract from her fatht*f. 

Jeanie learned, therefore, that, for three days after her pardon had 
arrived, Effie had been the inmate of her fai hers house at St Lejnard's 
—that the interviews betwixt David and his erring chiKl, wdiieh had 
taken place before she was h’berated from prison, had been touching 
hi the extreme ; but Butler could not suppress his opinion, that, when 
he was freed from the apprehension of losing her in a manner ‘so 
horrible, her*fatlier liad tiffhteued the hands of discipline, so as, in 
some degree, to jrtdl tlie feeliligs and aggravate the irritability of a 
spirit naturally ^inpatient and petulant, now doubly so from tlic 
sense of meriteu disgrace. • 

On the third night, Effie disappeared from St Leonard's, leaving 
no intimation whatever of nie route siie had taken. Butler, however,^ 
set outJn pursuit of her, and with much trouble traced her towards 
a jitlle landing-place, formed by a small brook which enters the sea 
betwixt Musselburgh and Edinhurgh, This place, which has-been 
since made into a small harbour, surrounded many villae and 
lodging-houses, is now tenaed PortobeJlo, At this time it was 
rounded by a waste common, covered with furae, and unfrequented. 
Bare by fish3!hg«boatS| and now and then a smuggling lugger. 'A 'vessel 
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of this doscrqHion had been hovcno^ in the firth at UiC lime of Kffie's 
clopemeirii, and, as Butleii^aseertaimS, a boat hod come ashore in Iho 
evening on wMch the fugitive hod msappeared, and carried on 
board a feinale, A% the vessel mode sail immediately, and landed no 
|)at;t of their cargo^ there Seemed little doubt that they were aceom- 
f Kcos of the notorious Bohertson, and that the vessel had only eoxne 
luto Che firth to eorry ofi’his paramour. 

This was made clear by a letter wiiich Butler himself soon after- 
wards received ^ post, signed E.D., but without bearing any date of 
place or time. It was miserably ill written and ^elt ; sea-sickness 
having apparently aided the aeraugement of Erne’s very irregular 
orthography and mode of exp^sion. In this epistle, however, as in 
all that that unfortunate girl said or did, there was something to praise 
as well as to blame. She said in her letter, That she could not en- 
dure that her father and her sister diould go into banishment, or b( 
partakers of her shame— that if her burden was a heavy one, it was 
of her own binding, and she had the more right to boar it alone, — that 
ill future they could not be a comfort to lier, or she to tliem, since 
every look and word of her father put her in mind of her transgres- 
sion, and was like to drive her mad, — that she had nearly lost her 
judgment during the three days she was at St Leonard’s— her father 
meant weel by her, and all men, hut he did not know the dreadful 
pain he gave her in casting up her sins. If Jeanie had been at hamo, 
it might nae dune better-^eauie was ane, like the angels in heaven, 
that rather weep for fiinners, than reckon their transgressions. But 
she should never sec Jeanie ony mair, and that was the thouglit that 
gave her the sairest licart of a’ that liad come and gane yet. On her 
bended knees would she pray for Jeanie, night and day, haitli for what 
she had done, and what she had sconi^ .to do, in her behalf ; for 
what a thought would it liave been to her at tliat moment o’ time, if 
that upright creature had made a fault to save her 1 She desired her 
father would give Jeanie a' the gear— her aiii (». e. Effie’s) mother's 
and a’— She had made a deed, giving up her right, and it was in Mr 
Novit’p hand— Warld’s gear was henceforward the leant of her care, 
nor was it likely to he muckle her mister — She hoped this would 
make it easy for her sister to settle;” and immediately after this ex- 
pression, she wished Butler himself all good things, in return for his 
kindness to her. “ For herseh^” she said, " she lend her lot would 
he a waesome ane, hut it was of her own framing, sac shedesired the 
less pity. But, for her friend’s saMsfimtion, slie wished tbcn\, to know 
that she waa gaon nae ill gate— that they who had done her luaist 
'0T(mg were now willing to do het^whot justice was in their power; 

‘ land Mte would, in some warldly respects, far better off than she 
deserved. But shedesired her to remain satisfied with this 
assurance, and give themselves no trouble iu making farther in: 2 uiries 
after her.” * 

To David Deans and to Butler tins letter gave very little comfort ; 
for what was to be expected from’ this unfortunate girls uniting her 
fate to that of a cliaraetier so notorious as Itobertsou, who they 
I'eadily guessed was alluded to in the last sentence, excepting that 
Bh^aJiould become tliepartiier and Victim of his future crimes? 
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Joaiiie,AvlioJ:ncwG('org’e Staunton’s cliaractcr awh’oal rank, paw linr 
sister’s situation iiiidei* a ray of bjelter IkS^jg. Slio auffurod well of 
the haste he h»(] shown to reclaim his interest in Kihe, and slie trust- 
ed lio had made her his wife. If so, it seemed improbable that, with. 
Ids expected fortune and hi^h eonncctions, he should agfaiti resinne 
tlie life of criminal adventure wdiicli lie had led, osped3ly> siAee, ns 
matters stood, l)is life depended upon his keeping Iris own secret, 
which coukl only bo done by an entire change of his Imbits, and 
particularly by avoidi);^? all those wholiad know’ll the heir ofWilHn^ir- 
liam under the character of the auducious, criminaj, and condemned 
Kohertson, 

She tluhig'ht it most likely tliat the couple w'oiild g-oiibi’Oad for a 
few years, and not return to Erigi^land uutil^ic affair of Porteous was 
totiilly for<yottcn, Jeaiuc, therefore, saw move hopes for her sister 
than Butler or her father had been able to perceive ; but she was not 
at liberty to iuipni't the comfort which she felt in bclieviiiff that she > 
would be secure from the pressure of poverty, oiid in littie risde of liein^ 
seduced into the paths of guilt. She could not have explained tins 
without making public what it was essentially necosBury for Eflie’s- 
lihance of comfort to conceal,-- the identity, namely, of George Staun- 
ton and George Kobertson. After all, it was dreadful to tSink that 
Eflie luid united herself to a man condemned for felony, and liable to 
trial for murder, whatever might be his mnk in life, and the df?gree 
of his repentance. Besides, it Was melancholy to reflect that, she 
herself being in nosscssioa of the w'hole drea<Uul secret, it w'ns most 
probable he would, out <tf regard to his own^feelings, and fear for his 
safety, never again pennit he>r to see poor EfHe. After perusing 
and rc-peinising her sister’s val^ictory letter, she gave ease to her 
feelings In a flood of tears, whicu Butler in vain endeavoured to check 
hy every soothing attention in Ms power. She was obliged^ however, 
at length to look up and wipe hei* eyes, for hSf father, thinking ho 
liad allowed the lovers time enough for conference, was now mlvan- 
cing towards them ft’oia the Lodge, accompanied by the Captahi of 
Knockdunder, ou^ os his fHends called him for brevity’s sake, Dun- 
can Knock, a title whiclx some youthful exploits had rendered pecu- 
liarly appropriate. 

This 1 of Kno<ikdunder was a person of iirst-rate imporlanec 

in the island, of ftosenceih, and the continental parishes of Knock- 
tarlitie, Kumun, and bC fonh ; itay. Iris influence extended os fai* as 
Oowal, whqre, however, it was ofeured by that of anodior factor. 
'Hie Toweroi KnSckdunder still occupies,, with its remains, a cliff 
ovcrlmnging the Holy Loch. Duncan, swore it had been a royal 
castle ; if so, it was one of tblwmirilest, tlie space within only forming 
a square of sixteen feet, and bearing therefore a ridiculous proportion 
to the thickness of the walls, which was teuibet at least. Such as 
it was, howeveV, it had long given the title of Gaptnin, equivalent to 
that of Ohatellain, to the ancestors-of Dmican, whp were retainers of ' 
'the house of Argylc, and held a hereditary jurisdiction under them, 
of little extent indeed, but which had jgreat consequence in their own 
eyes,- and was visually administered with a vigour somewhat beyond 
the law. 
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The preseBt representative of tlmt ancient family was a stout short 
msiu about fifty, whose iJeasure it was to xiuite in his own person iho 
dress of the Highlands and Lowlands, wearing ou his head a bkek 
tic- wig, surmounted by a fierce cocked-hat, deeply gu&deJ with gold 
lacc, while the rest of hia dress coa^sted of the pLaid and philaU^g. 
Duncan superintended n district wlucli was partly Highland, partly • 
Lowland, and therefore might be su])posed to com Dine their national 
habits, in order to show Ids impartiality to Trojan or * Tyrian, Tlie 
iucoiigruity, however, had a whimsical and ludicrous effect, aa it 
made his head and body look os if belonging to different indivjdiudsj 
or, as sojnc one said wlio had seen the executions of tlie ^urgent < 
prisoners in 1715, it seemed as if some Jacobite enchantar, having 
I'ccaJled the sufferers to life, had clapped, in hia haste, an linglislV 
man’s head on a HighlWider’s body. To finish the portnvit, the 
bearing of the gracious Duncan was brief, bluff*, and consectueiitial, 
and the upward turn of his short copper^coloiired nose indicated tJiat 
lie was Bomewhat addicted to wratli and usquehinigh. - 
When this dignitary had advanced up to Jlutlcr and to-Jeanic, " I 
take the freedom, Mr Deans, he stud, in a very consequential man- 
ner, ‘‘to salute your daughter, whiik 1 jiresuine this voung lass to be 
—I kiss every pretty girl that comes to Roscneatli, ni virtue of iny ^ 
office." Having^ nuMlo this gallant speech, ho took out Ida quid, 
saluted Jeanie with a hearty smack, and bside her vvelcomc to Argy le’a - 
country. Then addressing Butler, ho said, *‘Yc maun gang ower 
and meet the carlo ministers yonder the morn, for they will want to 
do your iob, and synd it down with usquebapgh doubtless— they sel- 
dom make dry wark in Uiis kintra." 

‘‘And the Laird" — said David Deans, addi'essing Butler in farther 
explanation, -Jt- 

“ The Captain, man," interrupted Duncan ; “folk winna ken wha 
ye are speaking about, unless ye gie slientlemens Ihoir proper,^ 
title. T ■ 

“TJhc Captain, then," said David, “assures me that the call % 
unanunous ou the .part of tlie piirishioners—a real Jmrmonious 
Ueiiben." , ' ^ 

"1 nelieve," said Duncan, “ it was as harmonious as could i)e ex- 
pected, wh^ the tac half o* the bodies were clavering Sashcnacb, * 
iind tlie t’other skirling Gaelic, like sca-mawsand chiivk- geese before 
a storm. Atic wad hae needed the fflifk of tongues to ken prccecsiy 
what they said —but I pelieve the hest end of it was, ‘Long Live 
MacCallmmnore and Knockdu\uler ! ’ — And as Ip Jis being an unani- 
mous call, I wad be glad to ken fat business the carles have to call 
ony tiling or onybody but what tlie DuWaud myscU likes ?" ; 

** NevertheiessJ'*’ said Mr Butler, “ijr any of the parishioners have 
any scrind^, soiqetimes happen in the mind of sincere pro- 
I should be happy of an opportunity of trying to remove-.^*' 

^ ^ever fash your pcard about 14 man," interrupted Duncan Knock 
Jncave it a' to the, — ^Scruple! deil one o’ them has been bred up 1 . 
to scruple onyuimg tiiat theyre bidden to do. And if sic a thing suld 
happen as ye speak ye sou see Umsincere professor»as ye ca” Aim, » 

towed at the stern of m boat for a few furlongs. Til try if the 
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^ " • 
wntcr of the ITaly Loch Winno wash ofT scruples as wool as fleas— 

Cot tarn! '* ^ ^ 

Tlie resUof Wuiican’s threat was lost in aWrowliii*]: f'lirglinfy sort 
<^f souiul, wliicli he inado in his throat, and wlfch nienucod retjusiuits 
► with no gentle means of conversion. David ©cans would ticrtaiidy 
have givt'u hatlle in defence of the nght of the ClirLstian eou^irrega- 
tion to ho consulted in the choice of their own ])astor, which, in his 
estimation, was one of the choicest and moat inalienahle of tlieir 
privileges ; but he had^ again cngag’ed in clos(3 convcrsalion with 
Jeauie, and, with move interest than ne was in use to take in aiFairs 
■** foreigh alike to Ids occupation and to his religious tenets, was inquir- 
ing into the particulars of her London journey. This Avas, perhaps, 
fortunate for the new-formed friendship be^ixt him and the Captain 
of Knockdunder,Avhich rested, in David’s eWimatiou, upon the proofs 
he had given of lus skill in managing sk^ck ; hut, in rofdity, upon tlie 
specijil charge transmitted to DiniCim from the J>uke »i.nd his agent, 
to behave with the utmost attention k» Deans aiul his family. 

“And now, sirs,” said Duncan, in a commanding tone, ‘‘I am to 
nrav ye a’ to cotne in to your su])pcr, for yonder is Mr Archibald 
half famish (;d, an<l a Saxon Avoinan, that looks as if her ecu were 
fleeing out o’ tier head wi* fear and wonder, as if she had never seen 
I a shentlemaii in a philabeg peforc.” 

“ And Itcuhen Biuicr,” stud David, " wHl doubtless desire instantly 
to retire, that he may prepare his mind for the exercise of to-morrow, 
that his work ni.ay suit the dav', and bo an offering of a sweet savour 
in the nostrils of the reverenef presbytery.” * 

“ Ilout lout, man, it’s but little ye ken about them,” interrupted 
the Captain. ** Teil a ano o' them wad gio the savour of the Imt 
vejgton pasty which, 1 smell ” (turning his squab noso up in the air) 
xfie way frae the Lodge, for a’ that IVIr Putler, or you either, can 
say to them.” • • 

David groaned ; hut judging heliad to do with a Gallio,as he Sitid, 
did not think it worth h!s while to give battle, TJicy followed tlio 
Captain to tlie liouse, and arranged thenaBclves ivith great ceremony; 
round n well-loaded snjjper-tablo. The only otlier circumstance c3P 
the evening worthy to bo recorded is, that Butler pronounced 
bleasing; tliat Knockdunder found it too long, and David Deans 
censured it as too short, from which the charitable feader may con- 
clude it was exactly the proper»lengtli. 


OliitPTEtl XLV. 

Kow turn tho Psatiai ^ DavSC^ ow«r 
And 1 iJt -wr holy tlansror ; 

Of double verae come gie us IboV, 

And Oklrl up tho Bangor. 

BWS. 

Tim next was the important day, when* according to the forma and 
ritaal of the Scottish Sirk, Eeubeu Butler was to be ordained miuL 
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stor of KnoclctftiTitio by tlj,o pro&bjfcory of — And ro woro 
Uic whole party, that iwL >xceptiDfirhfM Dutton, tlio destined Cdyalip 
of Ittvemry, were stlrrLjJy at nn enrly hour. 

Their host, whose f^i^petite was at quick and keen as his temper, 
was uot lonff in Riimraonin^ them to a substantial breakfast, whore 
there ^ere at least a dozen of different preparations of milk, plenty 
of cold meat, scores boiled and roasted eggs, a huge cag or butter, 
half a iirkin lierriiig«( boiled and broiled, £esb and salt, and tea and 
coffee for them that hked which, as their landlord assured them, 
with a nod and a wink, pointing, at the same time, to a little cutter wlu<*h 
seemed dodging under the lee of the ishiud, cost them httle Iwside the 
fetching *isIiore. 

Is the contraband ti^e permittod here so openly said Biiller. 
*• I should think it very unfavourable to the people's" morals.” 

The Duke, Mr Putler,ha« gieu nae orders concerning the putlin<f 
of it down,” said the magistiate, and seemed to think that lie had 
said all that was necessary to justify his connivance. 

Buller was a man of pi iidcnce, and aware that real good c.iff only 
be obtained by remonstrance when remonstrance is well-tmu^d ; so 
for the present ho said nothing more on the Rulnect. 

When breakfast was half over, in flounced Mrs Dolly, os fine as a 
blue Bacaue and clieiry-colourcd ribands could ni.ike her. 

“ (lood-monow to you, madam,” said the master of ceremonies; 
“ T trust your early rising will not skaith je ” 

The dome aijologized to Oaptain Kockundcr, as nhe was pleased to 
term their cntertainei i ^ but, as we say in Chcshiie,” she added, ** I 
was like the Mayor of Altringhanij who lies in bod while bis breeches 
are mending, for the girl did not bring up the rinht bundle to my room, 
till she had brought up all the othew by mistoKe one after t'other, — 
Well, I RuppoBe we aro all for church to-day, as 1 understand— Pi ay 
may 1 be ho bold aa td k^k, if it is the fashion for you North-country 
genth'inen to go to church iu your jiettiooats. Captain Knockuudor 
“ Captain of Knoekdunder, madam, if sou please, for 3 knock 
under to no man ; and in reapect of my garb, 1 hjiaU go to church as 
T am, at your aervioe, madam ; for if I were to lie in bed like your 
bJi^or 'What-d'ye^caUum, till my preeclies were mended, I might bo 
tlioie all my lifo^ seeing 1 never had a pair of them on my pemon but 
twice iu my life, wliich X am pound to remember, it ^eiug when the 
Duke brought hie Daviess iiere, when her Grace pehoved to be 
lileaeured^ so I e'en porTowod the minister's trews .for tlij twa days 

t Grace wa* pleasol to stay-^but 1 will put mjsw under sic con- 
ineut again for no man on earth, or wpxnau either, but her Grace 
\g always excepted, as in duty pound.^ 

'he mistress of the mUking^pau stared, but. making no imswer to 
round declaration, immediately proceeded to show^ that the 
ahmn of the preceding evening had m no degree injured h^ hp|»eUte. 

, When the meal was flnishea, the Captain proposed to them to take 
boat. In order that Mistress Jeanio might seo her new place of 
reHidence, and that he himself might inquire whether the necessary 

S iamtious had been made there, and at the Manse, ^r recemng 
fpture inmates of thobo maii&ions. 


^ llIE HEART OF MID-LOrfllAK. 845 ' 

The morning was delightful,. and the huge mountaiu-shmhnvs slept 
Upon the mirrored wave of the almo^os little disturbed as if it 
had been •an jnlaiid lake. Even Mrs ]j\tton’s fears no lotiger 
annoyed her. She liad been informed by Ar^ibaid, that there was 
to be some sort of juukettin^ after the sermon, mid that w as wlmt 
she loved dearly 5 and as for the water, it was so still that it wouiil look 
quite like a pleasuring on the Thames. 

The whole party bemg embarked, therefore, in a large boat, wliicdr 
the captain ctiiied his coach and six, and attended by a smaller one 
termed his gig, the gallant Uimcan steered straight upon , the little 
♦ towoT of the old-fashioned church of lOioektarlitie, and the exertions 
of six stout rowers .sped them nmidly on their voyage. As they 
neared the laud, the hills appearcil to recede from tlium, and a little 
valley, formed by the descent of a small river fi-oni the moimtaius, 
evolved itself as it were upon their' approach. The style of Ihc 
country on each aide was simply pastoral, and resembled, ni appear- 
ance and character, the description of a forgotten •fcseottish poet, 
which runs nearly thus:— 

Tlic wAl''!* jfreiitty Sown a level and, 

With lUtIc lUn, but coiiUiy wbut It made ; 

On llJia side the trees ip%w iUlck iukI lantir. 

And ^vr the wild birds* notes wpro u* in saii^; 

^ On either side, u fUU bow-slxot aufl mtilr, 

The fivecu was even, gowany, and ‘fair ; 

With easy slope on every band tUc brai'a 
„ To (he hills' Ibct -wiili scatter'd. boshes raise; 

'VV’IUi goats and slicop abooii, niid kyo below, 
riic bonny bauks till In a swumi did go." ^ 

They hwided in this Highland Arcoditu at the mouth of. the small 
stream which watered the delightful aim peaceable valloy. Inhabit- 
ants of several descriptions came to pay tneir j^e^spccts to tiie Captain 
of Kuockdunder, a homage which he was very peremptory in exact- 
ing, and to see the new settlers. Some of these were men after 
David Deans's owp hedrt, ciders of the kirk-session, zealous jirofessors, 
from the LeunOjsj Lanarkshire, and Ayr^ire, to whom the iiveceding 
. Duke of Argyle liad given rooms m this comer of his estate, because 
I they; had snnered for joining his father, the unfortunate Earl, during 
his ill-fated attempt in These were cakes of the right leaven 

for David regaKng bims^^ with} and, liad it not been for this cir- 
cumstance, he lias beOn heard to say. ^ that the Captain of Knock- 
diiuder wouM hav^ swore him out of die country iniwenty-four hours, 
sae awsomh it was to ony thinking soul to hear his imprecations, 

^ upon the slightest temptttfion that crossed his humour.” 

' Besides these, there were a Vilder set of parishionqp, mountaineers 
from the upper glen and adjacent hill, who spoke Gaelic, went aljout 
I armed, arid wore the Highland dress. But the strieff commands of 
the Duke Irad established such good order in this part of his tcrritork.s, . 
that the Gael and Bosom lived upon the best possible terms of good 
kneyhboarhood. ^ 

|k They first visited tlie Manse, as the parsonage is termed in Scctlaud, 

I Hoift FortwnW Shepberden. SiO 177B, p. 83. 
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Jt was old, but in ^^ood repair, and stowl snu|fly emb# 9 !tned in a grove ♦ 
of BYcamore, witli a Mjffl-stocked garden in front, bounded by the ‘ 
small river, which waa&artly visible fiom the whukws, con- 
cealed by the bushes? IfreeSt and bounding hedge. Witliin, the house ^ 
lookqjJ less coinforwde than it might have been, jEuv it Laid been < 
neglecknl bv the late incumbent ; Imt workmen had been litbouriitg 
under the directions of the Oaptuin of Knockd under, and at the 
exjHinse of the Duke of Argyle, to put it into some order. The old 
** plenishing had been removed, and neat, but plain household 
furniture had been sent down by the Duke in a brig of his own,^ 
culled the Caroline, and was now ready to bo placed in order iii the ■■ 
apartments. # ■ 

Ihe gracious Duncau^ finding matters wore at a stand among tlfa 
workmen, summoned before lum the delincpicnis, and impressed all 
who heard him with a sense of liis authority, by the penalties with 
which ho threatened them for their delay. Mulcting tliem in half 
their charge, life asi^ured them, would he tlio h'nst of it : for, if they woj’C 
to neglect his ]deasiire and the Duke’s, “he w^)uld be ifuWa if Iio 
l^aid them the t’other half either, and they might seek law for ii 
where they eould get it.” The work-people Immhled ijiomsclves 
before the ofiendod dignitary, and snake him soft and fair ; and at 
Jength, upon Mr Jiutlej* recalling to his juind that it wjis the oidina- 
lion-ilay, and that the workmen were probably thinking of going t(^ 
church, Knockdunder agrw?d to forgive tliem, out of respect to their 
iiov minister. 

“ But an I catch them ucglccking my duty again, Mr leafier, th<‘ i 
toil pe in mo if the kirk shall be on excuse ; for what ha-^ the like o’ 
tMtem rapmirc(‘S to do at the kirk oiiy day put ftnndoys, or then eil]»er, 
if the Duke and I has the necessitous iihcs for ihem r ” 

It may be gucssivUwith what feelinj^s of.qui^'t 'satisfaction and 
delight liutler looked forward to spemling' liis da}S, honoured aiul . 
usetiil as he trusted to he, in this seqiiesicretL valley, and how ofLou - 
an ifttelligent glance was exchanged betwixt Tiim and Jeanie, whose 
good-humoured face looked positively handsome, frMn the ex nrcssioji 
of modesty, and, at the same time, of satisfaction, which she wore 
when visiting the apartments of which she vras soon to call lierself < 
niistrt'sjg 8he was left at liberty to give more opcij indulgence to 
her feelings of delight and admiration, wdien, leaving the Manse, Ihe 
company proceeded to examine tlie destined Inibilatioii of David 
Deans. # % 

deanie found with pleasure That it wa«s not Miove a musket, -shot 
from the Manse : for it had been a bar^ her happiness to think she-r. 
might be oblige^ to reside at a disljmcc from her father, nncl slje ' 
was aware thiS there were strong ohiection? to his actmill^ living in 
tin; same house with Bbtler. But this brief distance was the very 
thing which she could have wished, 

Tgo farm-house was on the plan of an improved and ooii-^ 

trived with great regard to convenience; an excoJlent mtle garden, 
an orchard, and a set of offices complete, according to the bebt,jdeii ^ 
of the time, comhined to render it lunost dw^rald'e for the 

♦pi'iiclicxd farmer, and far superior to tSic hovel at V*'ucdjiid, and the 
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houso at Saint Leonard’s Ora^, Ue silimtion was consider- 
ably hig'her than tliot of the, Manse, and fronted to the west. The 

F windows comatanded m ehohantinif view V the little vnle over 
which the mansion aeemed to preside, the wdinifs of the stream, 
and the Firtl?* with its associated l^kes and roinautic islands- The 
hHls of Dnmbartonshirej once possessed by the fierce clan of Mhc- 
■ FftTlands, formed a crescent behind the valley, and far Ut the riaht 
were^i^en the dusky and more ^igantie mountains of Arg'.^lcshirc, 
with itlfcfewanl view of the shattered and thunder-spiitten peaks of 
lArran;'^' 

But t|Jcanie, whoso taste for the pioturesmie, if she hud any by 
^nature, fijm never been awakened or cultivntetl, the si^fht of the mith- 
?ful t»ld llcttly, as she opened the door to receive them in her 
I clt^a'io.OY, Sunday’s russet-Hown, and blue apron, nicely smoothed 
. (lowrf brnre hei‘, was worth the whole varied laudscflJi)c. The raptures 
.of the faFtlifiil old eroature at seeinpr Jeanie were equal to Jier own, 
as she lia’^itcned to a^^suro her, "llmt baith the p^iideinan and the 
bon‘^tsrtt^idl)c*cn as w'cel soon after as she possibly could contrive/’ 
SeiJiirati\)ff her from the rest of the compmiy, May then hurried her 
younir ifiistress to the c.flices, that she mi^ht receive the complimcMits 
she expected for her care of the cows. Jeanie rejoiced, in tlie siin- 
pliciiy ofdnu* heart, to see her charjpfe once mofo: and the ?imte 
favouritcp of our lioroinc, Gowmus, and, the others, acKuowled^^od lier 
presence by Jowiri;?, turnin^r roimd their broad and decent }>rows 
when they heard her \volhknowtf*‘Pruh,TOylcddy— pruh,iny woman/' 
nnd,hy various indications, known only to those who have studied the 
habits of the milky mothers, sliowung* sensible pleasure as sln^ 
fijiproaclKMl to caress them in their turn. 

‘^’11 JO very brute boasts arc ^flad to aco yoacrain/’ said May; ^‘bul 
iJiic u o»idcr,’ Joiuiio, for ye >vcre kind to hist and body. And 1 
maiiii to n' re TniVra's now, Jeanie, since ye hao bcou irp to 
• Jairmon, and sec*i\ t-lio Duke, and the Kiujr, and a’ the bnvM' folk. But 
wdiM kens,” addgl the old dame slyly, ‘Svhal Til hue to ca* ye forby 
nii.stross, for I am thinking’ it wimiia Jang' bo Deans? ” 

‘•Ca’ me your ain .J<;anie, May, and then ye can never gang 
.wrung/’ 

* In the covz-Jimi-^^o which they exandnccl, there was one nniinal 
which Jeanio looked at till tlig tears pushed from her eyes. May, 
M'lio had wal.<*h<‘d hi‘r wii'h a svmpatlnzing expression, immediuloly 
observed, an u^dgr tone, “ 1'he gudeman a\e sorts that beast Jiini- 
sell, and is kinder to it than ony beast in the hyre; and I noticed 
he was that way e’en when^m was angriest, and had inaist cause to 
he angry. — Kli, sirs!* a parent’s heart’s a queei^ilhing!— M(>ny a 
warsle lias had for that puir lassie — I am thinking he petitions 
mail* fSr her than for yourseu, hinny ; for Tfliat can Eft plead for you 
hut jiLst to wish you the blessing ve deHcrye? And when I sleepit 
ayont tlie hallan, when we came nrst here, hp was often earne.st, a’ 
niglit, and I could hear him come ower and ower again wi,’ ‘Effie — 
piiiv blinded ^riisguided thing!' it was aye *B<Re! Effie!'— If that 
puir wjindering liinib comena into the sheepfauld in the Bhepberd’s 
ain time, it uilJ be an unco wonder, for I wot she has been a child <rf 
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prayers. O, if tlio pui^irotlipral wad retura, sac Mil holy as tlic 
ffOiidinan wad kill the fiUCt'd calf!— thoujiii Bwkie's calf will no be 
fit for killing^ this tbre#veeks yet " » '> 

And then, with tlicAiscursive talent of persons of her description, 
fill® irot onco more afloat in her account of domestic aflairs, and left 
this dblicate and affecting: topic. 

. Having: looked at evcrytliing: in the ofliccs and tlie dairy, and ex- 
pressed her satisfaction with the manner in which matters had been 
mainiifjcd in her abMeiice, Jeanic rejoined the rest of the partv, who 
were surveying: the interior of the lioiise, all excepting J)avi(l Doans 
and Butler, who had gone down to the church to meet Ihe kirk- 
ae^ssion and the clergymen of the presbytery, and arrange matters for 
the duty of the day. 

In ihe interior nf the cottage all was clean, neat, and suitable to 
the exterior. It had been originally built and furnislied by the ] )uke» 
as a retreat for a favourite domestic of the higher class, wiio did not 
long enjfjy it, and had hoou dead only a few mouths, so that every- 
thing was in exc(‘llcnt taste and gwd order. J>ut in Jeanie's bed- 
room was a neat trunk, M'hicli had greatly excilod Mrs Dutton's 
curiosity, for she was sure that the direction, “ For Mrs .lean Desius, 
at Ancniiiguwor, piiri^h of Kuocktarlitic/' was the writing of Mrli 
Semple, the Duchess’s own woman. May llettly produced the key 
in a sealed parcel, which Lore the stune address, and attached to the 
key was a label, intimating that the trunk and its contents were “a 
token of remembrance to ttcauie Deaiis, from her friends the Duchess 
of Argyle and the young ladies.” The tnmk, hastily oj>eiK‘(l, as the 
reatler will not doubt, was found to ho full of wearing apparel of the 
iK'st quality, suited to Jeanio’s rank in life ; and to most of the articles 
the names of the particular donors wore attaclu'd, a» if to make 
Jcaiiio sciLsible not onl^ of the general, but of the individual interest 
she had excited in Ihd noble family. ’J'o name the various articles by 
their approjiriato natnes, would bo to attemnt things unattempted yet 
in prose or rhyme ; he.^ides, that the old-fasliioned terms of mauteaus, 
sadques, kissihg-strings, and so forth, would convey bn^t little informa- 
tion even to the milliners of the present day. 1 shall deposit, how- 
ever, an accurate inventory of the contents of the trunk wilh my kind 
friend. Miss Martha BiiskbiKly, wiio has promised, should the piihlic 
curiosity seem interested in the sulycct, to supply ind* with a profes- 
sional g^assary and commentary. iSiffnco it to sav, that the gift was 
such as became the donors, and was suited to tie: situ(.''^ion of the 
receiver ; that everything was handsome and appropriate, and nothing 
forgotion which belonged to the wariljobc of a young person in 
Je;mie’s situation ^iii life, the destined Uide o£ a respectable clergy- 

, Article after article wa/j displayed, commented upon, and ^idmired, 
to the wonder of May, who declared, she didna think the Queen had 
iiiair or belter claise,'Vand somewhat to th6 envy of the northern Cow- 
slip. 'This uiiamiable, but not very unnatural, disposition of mind, 
broke forth in sundry unfounded criticisms to the disparagement of 
Iho articles, as they were aeverally exhibited. But it as:fuined a inorc 
direct character, when, at the bottom of all, was found a dress of 
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white silk, very plainly made, “but ktfll of white silk^ and French silk to 
boot, with a paper piimed to it, hearing thsi^Avas a present from tiro 
Duke of to hia travelling coiiipanioflkto he w'oili on the day 

w'hon sljc should change her ijame« \ 

Mrs Dutton could forbear no longer, Jbufc whibered into Mr Archi- 
bald's ear, that it was a clever tliiug to be a Scotdiwomau : She 
supposed oil her sisters, and she had half'O-dozen, might have been 
, hanged, without any one sending her a present of a pocket haudker- 
I chief/* 

“ Or without YOur making any exertion to save them, Mrs Dolly,” 
V answered Archibald drily. But I am sm-prised we do not hear the 
bell yet,” said he, looking at his w^atch. 

“ Fat ta deil, Mr Archibald,” autswered the Captain of Knockdundcr, 
“ wad }'c liac them ring the bell before I am ready to gang to kirk ? — 
1 wad gar the hedvjil cat the bell-rope, if ho took ony si(5 freedom. 
But if ye want to hear the hell, I will just show mysell on tlie knowe- 
head, and it will begin jowing fortliwutJi.” 

Accordingly, so soon as they sallied out, and that the gold-laced hat 
of the Captain was seen rising like Hesper above the dewy verge of 
the rising ground, the clash (for it was rather a clash thmi a clang) 
of the bell was heard from the old moss-grown tower, and the clappel 
■continued to thump its cracked sides all the while they advanced to- 
W'avds the kirk, Duncan exhorting them^to take their own time, “ for 
teil ony sport wad be till ho came.”(*^) 

Accordingly, the bell only changed to the final and impatient chime 
when tliey crossed the stile; and ‘’rang in,” that is, concluded its 
mistuned summons, wlien they had entered the Duke's seat, in the 
little kirk, where the whole party arranged llicmsclves, with Duncan 
at their head, excepting David Deans, who already occupied a scat 
among the elders. 

I’hc business of the day, with a i)articular dtifciil of whicli it is un- 
necessary to trouble the reader, was gone throiigli according io the 
(istablishod form, and the sermon pronounced upon the occasiou had 
the good fortuugto please even the critical ])}i\id Deans, though it 
was only an hour and a quarter long, which David termed a sliort 
allowance of spiritual provender. 

- The preacher, who was a divine that held many of David's opinions, 
privately npolo^fized for liis brevity by saying, *• 'I’hat he observed the 
Oaptain was gauntiiig gricyoiislf,'and that if he had detained him 
longer, then? was no knowing how long he might he in paying the 
next term'srvictua! stipend.” • 

^ . David groaned to find that such carnal motives could have infiiience 
hipou the mind of a pow^eiftiJ preacher. He had, indeed, been scan- 
dalized by another circumstance during the service.* 

So soon as the congregation were seateij^ after prayei’S, arid the 
clergyman had read Ins text, tiie gracious Duncan, after rummaging 
the leathern purse whicli hung in front of his petticoat, produced a 
short tobacco-pipe made of iron, and observed, ‘almost aloud, ‘d hao 
forgotten ray spleuchan— Lachlan, gang down to the clachan, and 
.bring me up tyienny worth of twist.” Six arms, the nearest within 
reach, presentedi witii on obedient start, as many tobucco-pouchcs io 
z • 
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the man ()t* office- He made clioice of one with a nod of acknciwlod^- 
ment, filled Ins pipe., ifc wifch the assistance of liis pistoUflint, 

and sfiioke^rwitli iiifijice coinpo:»ure dui'ing the whole itimo of the 
sermon. WIkmi the (kficourae finished, he knocked the ashes out 
of his pipe, replaced re in its sjporran, returned the tobacco-poiich oj* 
spletibnan to its owner, and joined in the prayer with decency and 
attention. 

At tlie end of the service, when Butler Imd been admitted minister 
of the kirk of Knocktavlitie, with all its spiritual imni unities and jjri- 
vileires, David, who Inid frowned, gproaned, and miirraure<l at Knoch- 
dnnder^s irreverent demeanour, communicated his plain thou^i^hts of ^ 
the matter to Isaac Meiklehose, ojie of the elders, with whom a re- 
verential aspect and hufje ffrizzle wig had especially di^osed him to 
seek fraternization. ^‘It dldna become a wild Indian,^ David 'said, 

“ much less a Christian, and a gfentleman, to sit in the kirk puffin*? 
toTmeco-reck, as if he were in a chanijo-bouse.” 

Meiklehose shook his head, and allowed it was far frae beseenv 
ing— But what will ye say? The Captain's a queer hand, an(| to 
speak to him«ahout that or onything else that crosses the magi^ot, 
wad he to set the kiln a-low. He keeps a high hand ower the 
countfy, and wc couldna deal wi’ the Hielandmen withont his protec- 
tion, sin' a* the keys o' the kintray liings at his belt ; and he's no an 
ill body in the main — and maistrjr, re ken, maws the meadows doun." 

‘^That may he very true, ncignhour," said David; “butlieuheii 
Butler isna the man 1 take him to be, if he disna learn the Ctipiain 
to fuff his pipe some other gate than in God's house, or the quarter 
he ower." 

‘•Fair and softly gangs far," said Meiklehose; and if a fule may 

g ie a wise man a counsel, I wad hue him thii»k twice or he mells with 
'uockduuder— He suld hae a lang-sliankit spiine that wad sup kale 
wi’ the deil. But tltey arc a' away to tlieir dinner- to the change- 
hoiwe, and if wc diima mend our pace, we '11 come short at meal- 
time." 

David accompanied his friend without answer; ;iut began to fool 
froi\i experience, that the glen of Knocktavlitie, like the rest of the 
world, was haunted by its own special subjects of regret and discon- ■ 
tent. His mind was so much occupied by considering the best means 
of converting Duncan of Knock to a sense of revereat decency dur- 
ing public worship, that he altogether forgot to inquire whether 
Butler was called upon to suhscribe the oaths to govcrnj,ynit. 

Some have insinuated, that l*is neglect on th’s head was, in some 
degree, intention^ ; but I think this exphiniwou inconsistent with the 
simplicity of my friend Davurj? character. Neither have I ever been’ 
able, by the niosff minute inquiries, to know whetlier tlie/or»iw?a, at 
which he so much scrupled, had been exacted from Butler,' ay or no. 
The hooka of the kirk-session might have thrown some light on this 
matter ; but unfortunately they were destroyed in the year 174(5, hy 
one Poiiaeha Dhu na Dunaigh, at the instance, it was said, or at least 
by the eoimivance, of the gracious Dun can of Kiioek, who Imd a desire * 
to obliterate the recorded foibles of a ccrUun Kate Fiidaysou. ' 
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CIUPTEE XJm 

Koliv butt benth«cluiinge>j\(sol1ilte, 

■\Vr ylJl-cuup romtSiintatorat^-A 
erjinjc out foi'lmkes and 
Atid cbero the pint-stotip cTAttatB. 

Wl’ thick IhntiiiKi i>»ii loud ujid Itinijt,-- 

Wr lOHic and wl* sitfiptliro, 
lliey raise tt din that tn the end 
Is like to bree4 a nipt urt% 

O’ wralli that day. 

^ BimnB. 

A PLENTmJL entertainmeiit, at the Duke of Ar^yle’s cotit, re<faled 
the reverend ffentlemen wholiad assisted at tlio ordniation oflleubcu 
Butler, and aEiliost all the respectable pai-t of the parish. The feast 
was, hi deed, such as the country itself furnished ; for plent}^ of till the 
requisites tor *‘a roug^h and round” dinner were always at Dunciui . 
of Knock’s command. There was the beef and mutton <‘n the braes, 
^he fresh and salt-water fish in the lochs, the brooks, and firth ; {> anie 
of every kind, from the deer to the leveret, were to be had for the 
killing, in the Duke’s forests, moors, heatlis, anil mosses ; and for 
liquor, home- brewed ale flowed as freely as water ; bi andy and iisqiie- 
haugh botJi were had in those happy fciines without duty; even white 
wine and elarct were got for nouung, since the Duke’s CAtonsivc 
liirhts of Rdniiralty gave him a title to all the wine in cask ^vhich is 
drifted ashore tm the western coast and isles of Scotland, when ship- 
ping have suffered by severe weather. In short, as Duncan boasted, 
the entertainment did not cost MacOallummorc a plack out of hia 
sporran, and wjvs nevertheless not only iil>eral, hut overflowing. 

The was soleniiused in a lf07id Jidt huiupcr, and 

David Doansm^^f added perhaps the first huzza that his Jungs had 
ever uttered, to swell the shout with which the pledge was j cccived. 
Nay, so exalted in heart W’as he upon this memorable occasion, and 
BO much diHpojfodto be indulgent, tliat he expressed no dissatisfaction 
when tlwee bagpipers struck up, "The Camphulls are coming.” 'I’he 
health of the Reverend minister of Knocktai litio was received with 
similar honours ; and there was a roar of laughter, when onp of liis 
bretliren slyly subjoined the addition of, "A good wife to our hrotlier 
to keep the inaiiBo in order.” On this occasion David Deans -was 
delivered^ of his first-born joke ; and 'apparently the i)artuM#Mi 
was accfimpaiaed.with many throes, for sorely did he twist mint 
his physiognonm and much did he stumble in his speech, before he 
could exi)ress his idea, " That the lad being now wedded to his spi- 
ritual bndc, it was hard to threaten him with a'Ae temporal spouse 
in tlie'Aame day.” lie tlicn laughed a bparse and brief laugh, and 
was suddenly grave and silent, as if ^abashed at his. own vivacious 
effort. 

After another toast Or two, Jeanic> Mrs Dolly, and such o^he 
female natives as had honoured the feast with their prcscncejj|||gd 
to David’s x^w dwelling at Auchingower, and left the gcutjHl|||0 
their potations. 
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The feast proceeded ’with ^?reat ^ce. The conversation, ‘where 
Buncfui had it und^n* bis^’jrection, was not indeed always strictly 
cauonietd} but David D^s eao^ea iaoy risk of beln^ scandalisie^ 
hy ciiga^jing: with one qt liis neigUbohra in a recaiMtnlation of the 
sufferings of AyrUiir^and LMarkshw*e, during what was called 
ilie inwision of the llighlaud Ilosti the prudent ,^ MeiklchotiC 
cautioning them from time to time to lower that. 

Duncan Knoek's father had been at tliot onslaught, aiiaDMj^mi>ncdc 
miicklc glide plenishing, and that IfcnCttn w’as no unlik^yio hue 
been tlicre himself, for what he keiid.’^ - 

Meanwhile, as the mirth grew fast and furious, tlm graver mem- 
bers of the party begtjn to escape as well as they could/ David 
Deans accomplisned bis retreat, and Butler anxiously AVatched an 
o])i)oituiiily to fuHow him. KnoekdundeT, however dcsli’ous, he said, 
of Knowing what stuff was in the new mmister^ In^d no intention to 
part with him easily, but kept him pinned to his side* watcliing him 

sedulously, and w'itli oldiging violence dlliiig bis glass to the brini, as 
often as be could seize ah opportunity of doing so. At lengili as tlie 
evening was wearing late, a veneraole brother chanced to ask M% 
Archibald w’heu they might hope to see the Duke, itim cwrum. caputs 
aa he would venture to tcim him, at Hic Lodge of Ivosencath, Duncun 
of Knock, whose ideas were aomewliat conglomerated, and who, it 
may be believed, was no great scholar, cateniug up some imperfect 
sound of the words, conceived tlie ^eaker was drawing a parallel 
between the Duke aud Sir Donald Gorme of Slcat ; and being of 
f)piuion that svjcb comparison was odious, snorted thrice, and prepared 
himself to be in a passion. 

To the explanation of the venerable divine the Captain nnswered, 
1 heard the Avord Gormc myself, sir, uitli my ain cars. D’ye think 
I do not know Gaelic from Latin? ” 

“Amiarently not, sir?”— so the clergyman, offemm in his turn, 
and taking a pinch of snuff, answered with groat coolness. 

The copjier nose of the ^acious Duncan now became heated like 
the bull of J^halaris. and while Mr Archibald modiatqfl betwixt the 
offended parties, and the attention of the company was engaged by 
tlioir dispute, Butler look an opportunity to effect nis retreat. 

fie tpimd the females at Auchingower very anxious for the 
breaking up of the convivial party; for it was a part of the arrangis 
mont, that although David Deans "was to remain at Auchingower, and 
Butlp was that night to take possession of the Mansej jgt Jeanie, 
complete accommodaugns were not yet pmid^ in her 
father's hemse, was to return for a day or t^o to the Lodge at Bose- 
neath, and the boats had been held in repdiaess accordingly. They 
waited, therefore^ frr K.iiockdunder’s return; but twilight came, and 
they still Availed in vain, lenglb Mr Archibald, wlio, as a man . of 
decorum, had taken care not to exceed in bis conviviality, mode his 
appearance, and advised the femmes wrongly to return to the ids.ncl . 
under Im escort ? observing, that, frean the humour in which he had 
le fyyim Captain, it was a great chance whether be budged out of the 
that night, and it was absolutely certain thgt he woidd 
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not be very fit eompaiiy for loclics. The was at their disposal, bo 
said, and tliete was still pleasant fcwiiiffht^lfcr a party on the water. 

Jeanic. who had consideyablei confidein^in Areliibald’s prudence, , 
immediately acquiesced in this proposal ;ltat Mrs Dolly positively 
objected to the small boat. If biff bolt could bo gotten, she 
agi’oed to set ouVoiliei*wiae she Ti^onld sleep on the floor, ratifer than 
stir a step. llca«oijiiig> witli Dolly was out of the question, and Archi- 
bald iU4 not think the difliculty so pressing as to require compulsion. 

1 Ic oWeryed> it was not using the Captain very politely to deprive 
him of his coach and six ; “ hut as it was in thcladW service/' he gnl- 
Jiintly said, “he would use suxipueh freedom— besides, the gfe would 
serve the Captain's purpose better, m it could come off at any liour of 
tho-tide ; the large boat should, therefore, be at bli*8 DollVs service.” 

Tliey walked to the beach accordhigly, accotopanieil by BiUlei’. 
It was some time before the boatmen could be assembled, anil ere llu‘y 
were well embarked; and ready to depart, the pale moon was come 
over the hill, and flinging a trembling reflection on the broad and 
glittering waves. But so soft and pleasant was the night, Hint 
Butler, in bidding farewell to Jeitniej had no ajvprehonsion for her 
safety ; and, what is yet more extraordinary, Mrs Dolly felt no alarm 
for her own. Hie air wa.s soft, and came over the cooling wave with 
something of summer fragrance, The beautiful scene of headlands, 
and capes, and bays, around them, with the broad blue chain of n)f)lin- 
taitis, were dimly visible in the moonlight ; while every dash of the 
oars made the waters glance and sparkle with the brilliant phenomo' 
non called the sea-fire. 

This last circumstance filled Jeanic with wonder, and .served to 
amuse the mind of her companion, until they approached the little 
hay, which seemed to stretch Us dark and wooded arms into the sea 
as if to welcorao them. 

Tlie u.sual landing-place was at a quarter flfra mile's distance from 
the Lodge, and although the tide did not admit of the large boat 
coming quite close to the jetty ofloo.se stones which served as a pier, 
Jeanic, who wa.s both bold and active, easily sprung ashore ; but Mrs 
Dolly positively refusing to commit herself to the same risk; the com- 
plaisant Mr Archibald ordered the boat round to a move regular 
lituding-iflace, at a considerable distance along the shore. He then ^ 
prepared to bmd himself, that he might, in the meanwhile, accom- 
pany Jeanie to the Lodge. Jlut as there w^as no mistaking the 
woodland kmc, which led from thence to the shore, and as the moon- 
liglifc sipjived hirr one of the whit^chimiieys rising out of the wood 
which embosomed tlie building, Joimie declined this favour with 
thanks, and reOuestctl hflh^to proceed with Mrs Dolly, who, being . 
“ in a country where the ways were so strange to Her, hud mail* need 
of countenance/' , ‘ ^ 

Tlus,,indeed, was a fortunate circumstance, and might even bo ^nid 
to save poor Cow.slip’s life, if it Was tnie, as she bei’self used sojemnly 
to aver, tlwit she must positively have expired for fear, if she hatl been 
left alone in the boat with six wild Highlandci's in kilts. 

The night w’as so exquisitely beautiful, that Jeanie, instead of 
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immediately dii-eding her eonvse tewardrs the Lodgfe, Btood looking 
after the boat as it agafet put off from the side, and rowctd into the 
little bay, the dark figure/pof her companions growing less and Jess 
distinct "as they diminish^ in the distance, and the jornim, or melan- 
choly boat-song of the /.)wcrs, coming bn the ear with softened and 
tjweeteip&onnd, until the boat rounded the headland, and was lost to 
her observation. 

Still Jft*anic remained ia the same posture, looking out npt>ii the 
«eii» It would, she was aware, be some time ere her companions 
conid roach the Ijodge, as the distance by the more convenient landing- 
place was considerably greater fcbanfrpm the point where she stood, and 
6hc‘ w^aa not sorry to Jiave an onportunity to spend the interralby liersclf. 

The ^vonder&l change winch a few weeks had wrought in her 
situation, ftom shame and g^ief, and almost despair, to honour, joy, 
and a bur prospect of future happiness, passed before licr eyes with a 
senaalioii winch brought the tears into tliem. Yet tliey flow'od at 
the same time from jiuotlicr source. As hujuan happi«e;ss is never 
jjerfoct, and as wcll-cmistructod minds ai‘0 never more sensible of the 
distroHscH of tliose whom they love, than when tiieir own situation 
forjns a contrast with them, Joanie^s atfcctionate regrets turned to 
Ujc fate of her poor sister— the child of so many Lopes— the fondled 
nursling of so many years — now an exile, and, what was worse, de- 
pendant on the will of a man, of whoso habit-a she hfid every reason 
to ontovtain the worst opinion, and who, even iuhis strongest paroxysms 
of remorse, had appeared too much a stranger to the. feelings of real 
lumitencc. ' 

While her tlioughts wore oecupied with these mehuichojy reflections, 
a 8hiwb)wy figure seemed t o detach itself from llio eopse^vood on lier 
. rig’ht-hand, ,I canic started, and the stories of apparitions and wa il hs, 
seen by solitary travellers in wild situations, at such limes, and in 
snob ah hour, suddenly’ Came full upon her imagination. The figure 
glided on, and as it came betwixt her and tlio inoon, slie was uwjiic 
that it had the apjmariince of a woman, A soft voice twice repoMted. 
‘‘ Joame-Jcanie!"’-\yas it indeed— could it be t]i|*, voice of her 
sister? — \Yas she still among the living, or had the grave given nn 
its tenant ?-Kro she could state those nucstions to her own mind, 
Eflio, alive, and in (lie body, liad elasjvd her in hei* arms, and was 
* straining lier to hoi* bosom, and devouring her with kii’ses. “ 1 have 
wandered here,*’ she said, **ljkc a ghavl, to sec you, and nae wonder 
you take me for awe— I thought Imt to see you gang by,^)r to hear 
th^mnd of your voice ; but to iu>eak to yourscUa,4aiii, Jennie, was 
iiia|||Ha}i I (Icsci'ved, and ihair wan I durst pray for.*' 

*^1; ICflie ! how came yc Iierc alone, apd at tliia Jiour, and on the 
wild seadieach ?— Arc ye sure it’s your am living sell?” 

There was something o/ Eflie’s former humour in her pmcticoUy 
answering the question' by a gentle pinch, more heseoming the fingers 
of a fairy than of a ghost. And again the sisters embraced, and 
laughed, and wept hy turns. 

i>ut yc xaaun gang up wi’ me to the Lodge, Effie,” said Jeanie, 
“imd tidl mo a’ your 6tary-I bae gude folk there that ivill make. ye 
welcome for my sake.” 
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"Ma, na, Jcauie,” replied lier sister Bonwfullir,— ye hae for- 
ft:otten what 1 am— a banished outlawed cri«|i^tare, scarce esoaped the 
gallows b}" yoi^ being the bauldest and beat sister that ever 
lived — ril gae near nane o’ your grand friena^even if there was nae 
dano'er to me*” ^ % 

“There ia nae danger— there ahhll be nae danger,” said Jeauie 
eagerly. “ 0, dinna be wilfa^ — be guided for ance — ^we will be 
sac happy a* thegither ! ” 

“ 1 ha\c a’ the happiness I deserve on this side of the grave, now 
that I hae seai you,” answered Effio; “and whether there wore 
d 'iiigcr to myscll or no, naebody shall ever say that I come with my 
chcrit-the-gallowa face to shame iny sister amang her gi-aud friends/' 
“ i hae liae grand friends,” said Jeanie ; “ nae Mends biit what are 
friends of yours- Reuben JUitler and my father.— 0, unhappy lassie, 
diimabedour, and turn jour back on your hajtpincss again! We 
wiinua SCO another acquaintance — Come haine to ns, your aiii dearest 
friends — it's hotter sheltering under an auld liedge than under a iiew- 
phwited ’wood.” 

“It's ill vain speaking, Jeanie — I maun drink as I hae brewed — I 
am married, and I maun follow my husband for better for worse.” 

Married, Eflic 1 ” exclaimed Jemiic— “ Misfortuualc creature I 
and to that awfu' ” 

“iinsh, liush,” said Effie, clapping one hand on her mouth, and 
jiointing to ilio thicket with the oth^, “ he is yonder.” 

Slic said this in a tone which showed that her husband had found 
nutans to inspire her with awe, as well as aifection. At this moment 
a iniin issued from tiic wood. 

It was young Stiiunton. ^iven by the imperfect light of the moon, 
Jeauie could observe tliat he was handsomely dressed, and had the 
air of a person of rank. 

“ Kilie,” ho said, “ our time is well-nigh ffpbnt— the skiff will be 
aground in the creek, and 1 dare not stay longer.— 1 hojie your 
sisfor will allow me to salute her?” But Jeanie shrunk back from 
him with a fetling of iuternal abhon*ence. “ Weil,” he said, “ it 
does not much signify ; if you keep up the feeling of ill-will, at least 
you do not act upon k, and I thank you for your respect to my secre,t, 
when a word (which in your place I would have spoken at once) 
would have ceftt me my life. People say, you should keep from the 
wife of your bosom the secret lAiat concerns your neck— my wife and 
her bister %oth Jknow mine, and I shall not sleep a wink the leas 
sound.”*^ • • 

“But arc you really married to my sister, sir?” asked Jeanie, in 
great doubt and anxiety ; foj the haughty, careless tone in wliich he 
spoke seemed to justify her worst sfpnrclionsioiis. • 

“ I relilly am legally married, and oy ray own name,” replied Staun- 
ton, more gravely. ^ 

“And 3 rour father— and your Mends ? ”— 

“And my father and iny friends must just reconcile themsalves to 
that which is done and cannot be undone,'^ relied Staunton . “ IIo'nv'- 
ever, it is mj intention, in order to break oflf dangerema connections, 
and to let my friends come to their temper, to conceal my man’iage 
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for tine present, and stay abroad for some yeais. Ro <liat von will 
not licar of us for soino^me, if over you Lcjiv of us npin at all. It 
would be daugcrouS) yjp. must be aware, to keep up^iie eorrespond- 
cucc ; for all would Mess tlmt the Inisband of Etno was the— wbat 
shall 1 call myself?— Aie slayer of Porteoiis.'* 

Hard-bearted light man ! thought Jeanio— to what a character glio 
has intrusted her happiness !— Sue has sown the wiud, aud maun reap 
the whirlwijMl. 

“Diniia think ill o* him,’* said Effic, brewing away from her hiH- 
baiid, aud leading Jeanie a step or two out of hearing, — “ dinna think 
vei'^ ill o' him— he's glide to we, Jeanie-^as gude as I deserve-^nd ^ 
he IS detoriuined to gie up his bad courses — Sae, after a*, dimia'iSgrcct 
for P;flio ; she is better off than she has wrought for. — But you^— 
you !— how can you he happy eueugh !-~uever till ye got to 'Heaven, 
where a'bodv is as glide as yoursell.— Jeanie, if I live and thrive, ye 
shall hear of me— if not, just forget that sio a creature over lived to 
vex ye— fiirc-ye-woel— fare— fare-ye-weel ! " 

‘She tore herself from her sister's arms— rejoined her husband — 
they plunged into the copsewood, and she saw them no more. The 
w'hole scene liad the effect of a vision, aud she could almost have 
believed it such, but that very soon after they quitted her, she lieavd 
the sound of oars, and a skiff was seen on the Firth, pulling sw'fftly 
towards the snudl smuggling sloop which lay in the oiling. It wjh 
on board of such a vessel that Etfie had-embsirked at rortobello, and 
•Teaiiie had no doubt that the same eouvcymioc was deslhied, as 
►Staunton had hinted, to transport them to a foreign country. 

Although it was impossible to detennine wbcHier tills interview, 
while it was passing, gave more jiain^^v idcasnre to Jeanie Doans, 
yet the ultimate iniprossion wdneh remained on her mind was 
’decidedly favourable, Effio was warriod^nVade, according to the 
commou phrase, an honest woman— that was one main imint ; it 
seemed also as. if her Imsband were about to abandon the path of 
gross vice, in which ho had run so long and so desperately— that was 
auolhbr. For liis final and effectual conversion, he dH not want uu- 
dorstanding, and (Iml knew his own hour. 

Such were the thoughts with which Jennie endeavoured to console 
her anxiety respecting her siateFs future fortune. On her arrival at 
^he Lodge, slic tbund Archibald in some anxiety at her stay, and about 
r.to walk out in quest of her. A licadimhc served .ns an apology for re- 
tiring to rest, in order to eonccal her visible agitativu of ’Uiind from 
her companions. , v ^‘.r 

' this secession also she escaped a sceiy^ of a different sort. For, 
aa ii there were danger in all gigs, wheeler by sea or land, that of 
Knockdunjer hadJiccn run down % another boat, an accident owing 
chiefly to the drunkennesjii of tho captain, his crew, and pasjtengers. 
Knockdiinder, aud two or ^ree guest*!, whom he was hriugiug mong 
with him t® the conviviality of the evening nt tho Lodge, got a 
sound fucking ; but, being rescued by the ci cw of the boat wdiicn en- 
danger^ them, timre w-as no ultimate loss, excepting tliat of the 
Captain^ laced hat, which, greatly to tlKs satisfaction ofthe IJighbind 
part of the district, os well na to the improvement of tlie conformity 
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of liis own personal appcaronce» ho replaced by a smart Iligrhlniul 
bonnet next day. Many ^rc the vehcnt<?n^ threats (d* vong't^ahcc 
which, on ^he gucceedinff morning, the gi'dl^ious Duncan tlir<!W cut 
against the boat which Tiad upset him; but'^Jp neither slic, norlh© 
small smuggling vessel to which she belonged^ was any longer to bo 
seen in the Pirih, he was compelled to Bit down with the afflVont. 
Tljis was the more liord, he said, as ho was assured the mischief was 
done on purpose, these scotuidrels having lurked about after they hml 
landed every drop of brandy, and every bag of tea they had on board ; 
and he understood the coxswain had boon on shore, making particu- 
lar inquiries concerning ilie time when his boat was to cross over, 
and to return, and so forth. ^ 

“ Put the ncist time they meet me on the Firth/' said Duncan, wilh 
great mujosty, “I will teach the moonlight rapacallions and vagabonds 
to keep their ain side of the road, and pe tamn’d to them !” 


CHAPTER XLVIL 

L(»r<l ! wlio woiilil live turmolled In a coiir^ 

Anti ninji' cujoy Biicli quiet those ? 

WiTTiiN a reasonable time after Bntler was safely and comfortably 
settled in bis living, and Jeanie had taken up her abode at Aitcliin- 
gower >yitU her father,— the precise extent of which interval we 
request each reader to setUqm'cording to his own sense of wiint is 
decent and proper upon the occasion, — and after due. proclamation 
of banns, and aU other formalities, the long wooing of this woilliy 
pair was ended by their union in the holy baiTifc of inalvimony. On 
lliia occasion, David Deans stoutly withstood the iniquities of pipo.^, 
fiddles, and promiscuous dancing, to the great wrath of tlie (^aj)tain 
of Knoekdinidgr, who said, if lie “ had” guessed it was to be sic a 
tanni’d (Quakers' meeting, he wad hae seen them peyont the cairn 
before he wad hae darkened their doors." 

And so inucli rancour remained on the spirits of the gracious Dun- 
can upon tliis occasion, that various “ picqueerings,” as David called 
them, took place upon the same and similar topics; and it was only 
in consequence of an accidental visit of the Duke to his Lodge at 
RosoncoM, that tlio^ were put a stop to. But upon that occasion 
his Grace showed such pai;{icular respect to Mr and Mrs Butler, and 
such favour even to old Davi^l, that Kin)ckduiidcr held it prudent to 
change his course towards the latter. Hcj in used to express 

himself among friends, concerning lire mhii^cr and his wife, ns “ very 
worthy decent folk, just a little over strict in their notions ; put it was , 
pest for time jdack cattle to eir on the safe Bide.” And respecting 
IJavid, he allowed that “ ll% was an excellent judge of nowt and^hcop, 
and a sensible enengh carle, air it werena for his tamn'd Canicroniau 
nouBonsc, wldlk it is not worth while of a ahcntleinaii to knockout of 
au auld silly head, cither by force of reason, or otlicrwiri« ” iSo 
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iliat, by avoidba^f 6f aispute, tbo persoimffea of our tale lived 
iji ^^*eat ^oodlwiMta with the griieious Duucan, ottly that he litiJl 
ji^rieved David's aoiil. ,aM «et a pei'iiciuB example to the^ccftigre^ii- 
tion, by fiometimes biwmg lus pipe lothe churdi during a cold win- 
ter day, and almost sleeping during sermoa in the summcr- 

Mrs Butler, whom we must »o longer, if wo can help St, ton by 
the lainilitir name of Jeanio, brought into the married state the same 
firm mind and affectioimte dispoaitimi— the same natural and homely 
geud s3{Mise,and spirit of useful exertion — in a word, ail the domestac 
good ^iiiditiea, of which she liad given proof during hcr inaideii life. 
She did not indeed rival Butler in learning; but then no vromaii 
inord' devoutly venerated the extent of her husband’s erudition. 
IShe did not nreteud to understand lus expositions of divinity ; but no 
minister of the nrcabyteiy had Ids hnmblo ' dinner so well arranged, 
his clothes and linen in eoualgood order, his fireside so neatly swept, 
his parlour so clean, and ids books so well dusted. 

If he talked to Jeanie of what she did not understand, — and (for 
tlm man was niorial, and hs)<d been a schoolmaster) he sometimes did 
harangue more scholarly and wisely than was necessary,— she lisl-cu- 
ed in placid silence ; and whenever tiie point referred to common life, 
aiul was such as came under the grasp of a strong naturid uiider- 
stiUuUug, her views were more forcible, and lier obsmationa more 
acute, than his own. lii acquired politeness of manners, when it 
happened that she mingled a little in society, Mrs Butler was, of 
course, judged deficient. But then she had that obvious wish to 
oblige, and that real and natural good-breeding depending on good 
sense and good-lmiuour, which, joinedyto a considerable degree of 
arcliness and liveliness of manner, reno&ed her beliaviour accepl able 
to all whli whom sliOTvas called upon to associate. Notwithstanding 
her strict attention to *all domestic affairs, she always appeared the 
dean well-dressed mistress of the house, never the sordid house- 
hold drudge. When complimented on this occasion by Duncan 
Knock, who sworCj “ that he thought the fairies mjistli^^lp her, since 
her house was iiMiya clean, and nobody ever saw anybody sweeping 
it,” she modestly replied, ** That much might bo dune by timing ivueV 
turns.” *' 


Dunciin replieck " He heartily wished she could teack that art to the 
liuzzies at the Lodge, for he could Be«ir discover that the house was 
v^hed at a’ exci^pt now and then by breaking his ^lins over the pail 
a||nt tainn the jands 1 

^■pdeb>ei' matters there is not occasioi). to speak much. It may 
’‘HHwy be believed that the Duke^s cheese was carefully made, and so 
gfraciously accepted, that tlie offering became annual. Hemem- 
nrancea and acknowledgmeuta of iiaet favours were sens' to Mrs 
Biclvertmi and Mrs Oloss; and an amicable intercourse maintain^ 
ed from time to time witli these two respectable and benevolent 

PCT.-^OTV^. 

J t is osnecially Uficesssary to menfion, iliat, in the course of five years, 
Biitlor had three ehildrcji, two boys mid a girl, all stout healihv 
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lad three ehildrjjji, two boys mid a girl, all stout liealihy 
iQj fmr-haired, blue-eyod, and strong-limbed. The boys 
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were iiawcd David and Roiibeu, an order of iiomeuckturo which was 
much tp the salislactiou of the old hero of the Corvenant^andthe|!firl, 
hy her special desire, was chri8tened.|ltipheima, rather con- 

trary to the wish both of her father and husband, w^ho nevertheless loved 
Mrs ?>utler too well, and were too much indehAd to her for liicir 
hours of happiness, to withstand any request wuich she made wth 
’ eaniestness, and as a ^‘atiheation to Imrself. ' But from some feel- 
ing*, 1 know not of what kind, the child was never distinguished 
by the name of Kffie, but by the abbreviation of Femie, Which in 
fcicotland is equally c^)mmonly applied to persons called Enphetuia. 

•' In thil state oi qviiet and unostentatious enjoyment, there were, 
n)esidos the ordinary mbs and ruitlcs which disturb even the moat 
unilbnn life, two thing's which puviicnlavly chequered Mrs BiitroVs 

a ineaa. ‘^Without these,” she aaid to our informer, "her life 
d have been but tot) happy; and perhaps,*' she added, "she had 
need of sfmie crosses in this world to remind her that there was a 
better to come Miind ii.” 

Tbe first of tlicHc related to certain polemical akirmlslics bctwlrt 
her iatlier •nd her husband, which, notwitlistanding Iho mutual 
red])»*ct and affection they cnlcrtained for each oilier, and their great 
love ft»r her, — ^uotwitbstundingalso their general agreement in strict- 
iu‘ss, and even severity, of presbyterian princij»Io,T-oftcn threatened 
iMi])]ea.sant weather between them. David i)eiins, as our readers 
^inust !)('- aware, was sufficiently opiniouative and intractable, and 
liaving prevailed ou himself to become a memlier of a kirk-session 
under tlie Established church, lie felt doubly obliged to evince, that, 
in so doing, he bad not compromised any whit of his former jiro- 
fessions, cither in practice or firinciple. Now Mr Butler, doing* all 
credit to hia father- uidaw*8 motives, was frequently of opinion that'’-' 
it wore better to drop out of memory points of division and separa- 
tion, and to act in the manner most Ukoly attract and unite all 
parties who were serious in religion. Moreover, he was not pJcaFiod, 
as a man and a scholar, to be always dictated to by his nni(‘t,tercd 
fsvther-in law; osd as a clergyman, he did not think it fit t<» seem for 
ever umler the thumb of an elder of his own kirk-sessiou. A proud 
. but honest thought carried Ids opposition now and then a little 
farther than it would otherwise have gone. “ My bretlircn,*’ lie snid*. 
‘‘will suppose I am flattering ahd conciliating the old nnni for the 
sake of his succession, if 1 defer and give way to him ou every 
occasion ; atfd, bt^ides, tliere are many on which 1 neither can nor 
will conaefcntioindy^ield to his nottons, 1 cannot he persecuting 
^old women for witcliea, or ferreting out matter of sotuidal among the 
y>mig ones, whicli might otJiqfwise liaveTemained concealed.” 

From this difference of opinion it lia|)pCDed, that,»in many cases,of 
nicety, siicli as in owning certain defectio^H, and failing U) testify 
against certain hackslidings of the time, in not always severely trac- 
ing forth little matters of scandal and which David 
called a loosening of the ifins of discipfioe, and in failing to demand 
" clear testimonies in other points of controversy which had, n.'i it ' 
-were, drifted 4,0 leeward wiUi th© change of times, Butler incurred 
the censure of his fiitlicivindaw; and sometimes the disputes betwixt 
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them became eager almoat unfriendly. In all fjuclii eaPo«i 
Butler was a incdiatiug spiritj who Biuleavourod by thjj, alkaline 
smoothncflii of her own diaposUion, tp neutralize tlip acidity of ilieo- 
logioal controversy, i To the coiPpiAiuts of both she lent an inii)roju- 
diced and attentiv^hr, and sought always rothpr io excuse tluin 
absolutely to defend the other party. ; ' ' t 

‘ She reminded her father that Butler had not *Mnfl experience of 
the auld and wrastling times, when folic were gifted wr a far look- 
into eternity, to mftke up for the oppression# wbilk they "'suffered 
here below in time. She freely allowed thftt many dcroiit niiiiistfgi*s^ 
Aud professors in times ]jast had ephSyed downright rcvelafion, lilS^ 
the blessed Peden, and TiUndle, mvl Cameron, and lUnwick, and 
Jollfi Caird the tinkler, wha ent^^ed into the secrets, ahd J^izalwlb 
Melvil, Lady^ Culross, wha prayed in her bed, smn-onnded by a gi’eflt 
many Christiana in a largo room, in whilk it was idoded^ou pitrpptie, 
soul that for three hours^ time, with wonderful oasistaneo; and Lady 
Roherfland, whilk got six sure outgates of grace, and mCny other in 
limes past ; and of a specialty, Mr Johii', *§crimgeo,uf, inini.ster of 
Kinghom, who, having a beloved child sick to death bjfctlie crewols, 
was free Uj expostulate with his Maker with such impatience of dis- 
ideaMure, and complaitiing ho bitterly, that at length it was said 
unto him, that he was heard for this time, but that he was rcr£U 0 Hted 
to use no such boldnesH in time coming; So that, when he retunied, 
lie found the child sitting np in the bed hate and fair, with all its , 
wounds cloHed, and supping Its psinitoh, whilk babe he had left at 
'the time of death. But though these things might ho true in these 
needful times, she contended that those mniisters who had not seen 
such vouchsafed and especial niereies^were to seek their i nle in llie 
?<V]>’ecords of ancient times; and Iherefore Konbon \vas e.ai’cfu’ both to 
search the iScriptnres and the books written by wise and good men 
of old; and rimnotinw'Sf in Ibis W'ay it wad happen thnttwii i»recionrf 
saints might jm’ sundry \Yiso, like twa cowa riving nt the hanie l»ay- 
band.” 

^ To this l>avid used to reply, with a sigh, "Ah, hin^y, thou kenn’st 
little o*t; but that same John Scriageoiir, th.at blew open llie gfites 
of Jjoaven as an it had been wi’a sax-pnnd cannon-ball, used devoutly ’ 
to wish that most part of books w’cre burnt, except the Bible. Bou- 
ben’s a giulc lad and a kind~I have aye allowed that; but as to his 
.not allowing inquiry nnent the scandal of Margery Kittlesides and 
JKitory MacKand, under pretence that they have jiouthiftired sin wi' 
®p»an’iage, it’a clear agane tho*Obvistian discipline o' the Iftkk. And 
lilien there’s Aily MacClure of l)cepheiigji, that pracf isos her ahomi- 
^fetions, spacing folk’s forttines wi' egg-sholls, aud mutton-bancs, .and ' 
4dreams and diviw^tions, wdiilk is a scandal to ony Clivistian land to 
snfier sic a WTctch to live; and I’ll ui)ljaud that, in a* judicatures, 
civil or ecclesiastical.” ^ 

"I daresay ye are very right, father,” was the general style of 
Jeaiiic's answer; "But ye maun come m^vmto fliC Manse to yoUr 
clinnoT* the day. The bits o* baims, jmir things, are w'earying to see *• 
tlieir luckie-dad; and Benben never sleeps wccl,nor 1 itcithor, wlicn . 
you aud he Ime had ony bit outcast.’’ 
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^ “Nile onfeiist, Jcaiiiej God fm-bid I Buld cast null wi* tJioo, or 
juiflfbt tliat is ^ear to tliee i *' Ai)d he put on liis Sunday’s coat, and 
came to the Manso aceordiiifly. * 

With her 'huahhiid, Butler had a more direct conciliatory 
process, llenben liad the littnost respeet for th^old man’s motives, 
^md aliection for hia person, as weU as gl*afitude ibr lufl early friuiid- 
idiip. So that, upon any such occasion of aecjideutal irritation^ it was 
only ncceasaiy to remind him witli delicacy of his fatlier-in-law’s a^e, 

least of these <$ou»derations mways kiclined Balder to measures of 
;)onci!iatN)ii. hi ^ fiir as lie could accede to them without comprouiis- 
principle : and thus our simple and unpretending: heroine liad 
the merit of those peacemakers, to whom it is pronounced as a bene- 
diction, that they shall inherit the eai*th. 

The second crook in Mrs Butler’s lot, to use the language of lier 
father, was the dis^*essinff circumstance, that she had never heard of 
her sister’s safety, br of the oiroumstanees in^srliidh she found herself, 
thoiii?h betwixt four and five years had elapsed since they had parted 
on tlie^eiich of the island bf Rosene^h, Jfi*eqnent intei’course was 
not to be expected— not to be desired^ perhajis, in their relativo 
situations; butBfIic had promised, that, ir she lived and prospered, 
her sister should hear from her. Bhc must then be no more, or sunk 
into some abyss of tnisery, smec slie had never redeemed her pledge. 
Her silence seemed strange and portentous, and wrunf? from Jeauic, 
Avho could never forn^et thfe early years of their intimacy, the most 
auticipatiou concerning: her fate, At length, however, the 
veil was drawn aside. 

One day, as the Captain of Kuockdunder had called in at the Manse, 
on liis vetiirn from some busiuess in the Highland part of the jiarish, 
and had been accommodated, according to liis special request, with a 
mixture of milk, brandy, honey, and water, wdiiiJkhe said Mrs Butler 
( oiniiounded “ petter than' ever a woman in Scolland,”-"for, in all 
iinmcent mailers, she studied the taste of every one around her,— lie 
said to Butler, “Py the py, minister, 1 have a’ letter here cither 4br 
your canny iiod/bf a wife or you, which I got ivlieu’ I was last at 
Glaaco ; the postage comes to rourpence, which you may either pay 
"inc fortliwith, or give me tooble or ouits in a hit at paekoammon.^’ • 
The playing at backgammon and draughts had been a freqiicnt 
amusement of Mr Whackbaini, JButlePs imncinal, when at Lilxjr- 
ton school. iThe minister, thereiore, still piqued himself on his skill 
at both am? oqcasioiia|ly praetiieiL them, as strictly canonical, 

although i)avid Deans, whose notions of every kind were more 
-vigorous, used to shake hi^ head, and groan prievonsly, when he 
espied the tables lying in the ^?arlour, or the childj^n playing with 
the dice-boxes or backgammon men. Indeed, Mrs Sutler was some- 
times chidaen for removing these implement of pasUme into some 
closet or corner out of siglit. “ Let them be where tliey are, Jeanie,” 
would Butler say upon suck occasions ; “ I am not conscious of fol- 
lowing tills, or miy other trifling relaxation, to the interrupUfln of , 
my more serious studies, and Btill more serious duties. I will not, 
therefore, have it supposed that 1 am indulging by stealtli, and 
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j^afnat my canadDijco, in m anmitemeut T^liicij, usin<r it so little as f( 
do, I may wqjl iuractise o^i^iy, and without aliy chcnk of miitd— AV/ 
eomdre aibiy Jeaiiie, tliat ia my motto; which si|{tiiiie?»|,tay love, tlu^ 
hotiest and oi>on confidence which a man ou^ht to tutertiiiu when lie 
U netihgr openly, ai|d without any sense of doi'n/y wrontf/' 

hein^ fiutletV humour, he accepted the Captain's defiance 
a two-penny hit at backgrammoii, and handed the letter to his wife,' 
obserrin^ the post-mark was York, hut, if it came from her fricmi 
Mrs Bickertoii, she bad cottsideraDly improyed her hand-writirifj, 
winch was imcommou at lier jedn. 

Leaving the gentlemen to th^ir ^tne, Mrs Butler went to oi*di*r 
sompthiug for supper, for Captain Buucan had proposed kindly to 
stay the night with them, and then carelessly broke open her lettei-. 
It was not from Mrs Bickerton, and, after glamdng over the first fijw 
lines, she aoon found it necessary to retire to her own bedroom, to 
read the document at leisure. 


chafter xLvm. 

Uapt^ ilioii Aril Uitsit happy be^ 

Xcr «nvy tnc my lot ; 

TUy hftppy emj thoe, 

Aiwl poucefUl cot 

LaPT 0 --. C— L. 

Tna letter, which Mrs Butler, when retired into her own itj)siit- 
inetit, perused with anxious Wonder, was certainly from Ellit', 
although it Itad no other aiprature than the letter E. ; and aUhongh 
the orthography, style, and penmanship, werr^ very far superior not 
only to anything wlntSli Effie could produce, who, though a lively girl, 
luid been a remarkably careless scholar, hut even to her more consi- 
derate sister's own powers of composition and expression. The 
inaliuscript was a fair Italian hand, though soy^ething stiff am! 
constrained— the spelling and the diction that of a person who had 
boon iiccustomed to rend good composition, and mix in good sociotyf 

The tenor of the letter was as follows i 

«Mv PiAWiBST Sister, , * 

" At many ri^s I venture to write to you, to inform you that I am 
still alive, and, os to worldly ^itnatfon, that I ra^k higher Vkan 1 could 
expect or merits If wealth ^nd ^sMnet^pn. and an nouourable rank, 
could make a wiimaa happy, I iiave tli^em all ; but you, Jeaiiie,.whom' 
tlie world mighi think placed far beneath me in all these respects, 
are far happier than J am. 1 have bad means of hearing of your 
welfare, niy dearest Jean!e,foom time to time— I think I should have 
broken my heart otherwise* I have l^rned with gieat pleasure of 
vour,tincreaaingfarafly. We have not becrn worthy (tf such a blessing ; 

4>tt?ro infants have bemi successively removed^ mid we arc now childless 
—God's wUl be done I Bttt^ if we had a child, it wculdjierhaps divert 
him from the gloomy tiioughts wmah make him ternbie to himself 
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' auu otlici iJ. Yet <lo not lot wio frigliteii yon, Jeaiiic ; lie conlumea to 
be kind, and 1 am far better oft’ th^i I deserve. You will wonder at. 
uiy better s>;holaraihip ; but when 1 was abroad, I had the best teachers, 
Hud 1 worked litlrd, because my progress pleased him. lie is kind, 
.joaiiic, only he has much to disti&H hhiu, esnecitilly when he looks 
backward. Wlien I look backwfipd myself, nave always a way of 
comfort ; it is iu the gfenerous conduct of a sister, wIk) forsook uic 
not when I was forsaken by every one. You have had your reward. 
Yon live happy in the esteem and k>vo of till who know you, twid I 
drag on the life of a miserable ifnpostor^ indebted for the marks of 
regard 1 receive to a tissue of deceit and lies, which the slightest 
acciden t may unravek He has produced me to his friends, since the 
estate opened to him. as the daughter of a Scotchman of rankTljan- 
iahed on account of. the Viscount of Dundee’s wars — that is, our Fi'*s 
old friend Clavers, you know— and hesays l was educated in a Scotch 
convent ; indeed, I lived in such a place long enough to enable me to 
support the character. But when a countryman approaches me, and 
begins to talk, as they all do, of the various families engaged in 
Dundee's affair, and to miikc inquiries into my connections, uudwhen 
1 see his eye bent on mine with such an expression of agony, my 
terror brings me to the very risk of detection. Good-nature and 
politeness nave hitherto saved me, as they prevented peojde from 
nressin^j* on me with distressing questions. But how long — O how 
long, will this be the case!— -And if I bring this disgrace on him, he 
will liato me— he will kill me, for as much as he loxis me ; he is as 
jcjjlons of Lis family Jionour now, as over he was careless about it. 

1 have been in England four months, and have oIYcti thought of writ- 
ing lo you : and yet, such are the mnigers that might arise ft*oni an 
inlevcepfed letter, that 1 have hitherto forborne., But now 1 nin 
obliged to run the risk. Last week 1 saw your great friend, the I). 
of A. He came to my box, and sate by m^f and something in the 
play put him in mind of you — Gracious Heaven ! he told over your 
whole London journey to all who were in tlie box, but particiilurly to 
the wi'ctched creature who was the occasion of it all. If Ifb had 
known— if he could have conceived, beside whom he was sitting, ayid 
to whom the story was suftbred with courage, like an Indian 

at the stake, While they are rending his fibres and boring liis eyes, 
and while he Smiles applause at each welbimagiued conti i\ ance of 
Ilia torlttrei*a. It was too mucii for me at last, Jeanie— I fainted ; and 
my agoi^ Vas imputed partly to the heat of the place, and partly to . 
my ext^ftne scnsiWlity ; aud, hypoerite all over, 1 encouraged both 
opinions— anything hut discovery!. Luckily 7te was not there. But 
the incident has more abinqfl. 1 am obliged to meet your great man 
often; and he seldom sees me without talking <fff K. D. and «T. D.,' 
and and D. !>., as persons in 'who))i^ my amiable sensibility is 
interested. My amiable sensibility! 1 1 — And then the cruel tone of 
light indifference with which persons in the fashionable worltl si^eak 
together on the most aflictinff subjects ! To heat my guilt, 4 uy folly, 
luy agony, the foibles and wei^esses of my friends— even your Iieroic 
exeruous, #eanie, spoken of in the drolling style which ia tho 
present tone in fashion^le life-^Scarce all that 1 formerly endured is 
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ijqual to tlm stiite of iiTitatioii— then it wass blows aua oiabs-- now it 
is prickiugf to tkath with neetllcs and pins. — He— I inoiiii the I).— - 
ijoes down next iiiontb to spend the shooting-season in JSeotlaiuV-lic 
sa^'s, he makes a poilit of always dining one day at the Manse — be on 
your guard, and do ^ot '.betray ourself, should he mention me — 
\ ourself, iilas! you have nothing to betray — notbing to fear; you. 
the pure, the virtuous, the heroine of unstained faiUi, unblomifiicd 
purity, what can you have to fear from the world or its proudest 
minions ? It is E. whose life is once more in your hands— it is E. 
whom you are to save from being plucked of her borrowed plumes, 
discovered, branded, and trodden down, first by him, perhaps, wlio has 
raised her to this dizzy pinnacle! — The onclasuvc will reach you 
twice' a-year— do not refuse it — ^it is out of my own allowance, and 
may be twice as much when you w^mit it. With you it may do good 
—with me it never can. ** 

“ Write to me soon, Jeanie, or I shall remain in the agonising appre- 
hension that this has fiillcn into wrong liands— Address simply to 
1j. S., under cover, to the lleverend George Wliitcrose,in the Miuster- 
Closc, York. Ho thinks I eorrc&pond with sonic of my noble Jacobite 
relations wbo arc in {Scotland. Jiow high-cliurch and jacobitical zeal 
would burn in his checks, if he knew he was the agent, not of 
Eu])licmia Sotonn, of the honourable house of Winton, hut of E. D., 
daughter of a Camerouian cowfeeder l—Jeanic, 1 can kugh yet 
sometimes— but God protect you from such mirth.— My fallier— I 
mean your father, would say it was like the idle crackling of thorns ; 
but the thonis kcei) their poignancy, they remain unconsumed. — 
Earewell, iny dearest Jeanic — Do iio"t show this even to Mr Butler, 
much less to any one else — I have every respect for him, but his 
iniiiciples arc over strict, and my case will not endure severe handling. 
— 1 rC’Jt your afToctionatc sister, E.” 

In this long letter tliere was much to surprise as well as to distress 
Mrs Butler. That Effie|dto|^ister ElUc, should be mingling freely 
in society, and apparentflHBjjpot unequal terms, with tlie Duke of 
Argyle, sounded, like sOT^liing so extraordinary, /hat she even 
doubtctl if she read truly. Nor was. it less marydloufl, that in the 
space of four yeans, her ediication should have made such progress. 
J tallies humility readily allowed that Effie had always, whei^.shc 
chose it, been smarter at her book tbun she herstdf was, but then 
^|he was very idle, and, upon the wheje, had made much less pro- 
■HUlcy. Love, or fear, or necessity, however, had .,pi’ovCtl an able 
jjHHlinisf rcsa, and completely s^ipfied all licr defieieucies.'^'*. 

Jcaiiie least liked in the tone of tlip letter, was a smothered 
egotism. “We should have heard little about her,” said 
.Icalm to lierself, “ but that she was feared the Duke might come to 
learn wlia she was, and a’ about her puir friends here ; but EiSe, puir 
thing, aye looks her ain'way, fmd folk that do that tMnk mair o’ 
themselves than of their neighbotirs.— I am no clear about keeping 
her sillciV* she added, taking up a £50 noto which had fallen Otit 
the nap'Cr to the door. “ Wc hae aueugh, and it .looks unco like 
theftooot, or hUsh-^oner, as tliey ca’ it; she might hae been sure that 
soy naething wad narm her, for a’ the gowd in Lunnou. And 
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I maun toll th\ miifiatcr about it. I diiina boo that slie ruIO bo boo 
foavcd for her ain bonny barg'aiu o’ a gudeman, and Ihnt 1 sboukhia 
reverence Mr Butler just as much ; and buo I’ll o en toll him, '\'hen 
that boilj; the Captain has ta’eu boat in the. morning. — -But 

I wonder at my aiii state of mind,” she added, fnrniiig baclt, after she 
bad made a step or two to tlic door to join tlie%cntleiDcn ; “surely I 
mu no Bic a fule as to be angry that Erne s n braw lady, while* 1 am 
only a minister’s .wife ? — and yet 1 am as petted as a ‘bairn, when I 
should bless God, tliat Ikis roueemed her from shame, and poverty, 
and guilt, as ower likely .she might liac heen idunged into.” 

Sitting down upon a stool atliicfootof the bed, slie folded her amis 
upon her bo.som, saying within herself, “From this place will I not 
rise till I am in a better fi*amc of mind and so placdd, by dint of 
tearing the veil from themotlvcsof her little temporary spleen against 
her sister, she comiielled herself to he ashamed of them, and to view 
as blcsbings the advantages of her sister’s lot, wliilc its embarrassments 
were the necessary eonsc(iuciices of errors long since committed. And 
thus she fairly vanquished the feeling of pique which she naturally 
enough entertained, at seeing EflRe, so long the t>l>jcct of her care 
and her pity, soar suddenly so high above licr in lire, as to reckon 
amongst tnc chief objects of her aiiprehension Iluj risk of tlicir relation- 
shij) being discovered. 

When tliis unwonted burst of amour propre was Iborouglily sub- 
dued, she walked down to the little paiiom* where the gentlemen w ere 
finishing their game, and heard from the Captain a confirmation of 
’ the news intimated in her letter, that the Duke of Argylc was shortly 
c.vpeotod at Boscueath. 

“ lie’ll find plenty of moor-fowls and pljvck-cock on the moors of 
Auchingow’cr, and lie’ll ne nae doubt for taking a late dinner, and a 
ped at tlic Manse, as he has done nefore iio>v.” 

“He has a gude right, Captain,’^ said Jeanip, 

“ U’cil anc potter to ony pod in the kintra,”^ Answered tlio Captain. 
“ And ye bad potter toll vour father, puir body, to get lus beasts a’ in 
order, and put his tainuM Canjeroiiiaii nonsense out o’ his hegd for 
twa or three if he can pe so opliging ; for fan 1 speak to liiin 
apout prute pestial, he answers me out o’ the Bible, wliilk is not 
using a slieutlcman wed, unless it be a person of your cloth, Mr 
rui%.” 

• No one understood better than Jeanio the merit of the soft an&w'er, 
which turnetli away wrath ; and she only smiled, and hoped that his 
Gi'ace wouM fiiiicvery thing that under her father’s care to liis 

entire s«&fsfactioii. “ • 

But the Captain, who kad lost the whole postage of llie letter at 
'"‘biu'k gammon, was in the piuifing mood not unusual to losers, and 
w'hidi. Bays the proverb, must be diowed to them. * 

“Andf Master Butler, though you knowfcl never meddle with the 
tliinmi! of your kirk-sessions, yet I must pe allowed to say lliat I will 
" notbeplciised to allow AiJie MacClure of Deepheughtobepoonished 
os a wtcb, in respect sh^ouly spaes fortunes, and does not Imuc, or 
v’plind, or pedevil any persons, or coup cadgers’ oarts, or ony sort of 
■ miaitbief ; pu# only tcllfl people good fortunes, as anei4 ovlv poats 
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so maoy iseab and doug’-iishes, wliilk ^3 v^ry pleasant to 

“ The woman,” said Buller, ‘‘is, 1 believe, no witch but a cheat ; 
and it k only on that head tlmt she k summoned to Jhe kirJk-sesiisioii, 
to cause her to desist iu future from practising her impostures upon 
ig:noi;/^iut persons.” ^ 

“ 1 do not know,” replied the gracious Duncan, “wltat her practices 
or postures arc, but 1 pelierc that if the poys take hould ou her tf» 
duck her in the Clachan purn, it will be a Very sorry practice — and 1 
pelicve, luoreovcr, that if 1 come in thirdsman uinoiitf you at the kirk- 
sossions, you will bo ail in a taiun’d pad posture indeed.” 

Without potiemg’ this threat, Mr Butler replied, "That he had not 
attended to the risk of ill usa^e wbid) the poor woman might under- 
go at the hands of the rabble, and that be would give her Hie necessary 
admonition iu private, instead of bringing her before the assembled 
session.” 

" This,” Duncau sudd, “was speaking like a rejisonalble shciitieman 
and GO the evening passed poactiftbiy olf. 

Next niornii^g, afl^jr the Captain had swallowed lus moninm draught 
of Alholc brose, and depmted in his coach and six, Mrs J3uUer anew 
deliberuted upon comtnunicaiiiig to her husband her sister's letter. 
But she was deterred b) the reemlcction, tliat, in doing so, she would 
unveil to him the whole of a dreadful sect ot, of which, perhanw, his 
tmblift character might render him an unfit depositary. Butler already 
had re.is<pi to believe that Efhe had eloped with that same 11 uhevtsou. 
who hud iHiCu a leader iu tlic PortiOoUH xnob, and who Juy under 
sentence of death for the robbery at Kirkaldy. But he did not know 
his idoniity with George ►Staunton, a man of )»irth and fortune^ who 
had iHUV apparently reassumed his natural rank in society. J eiuiie hud 
resi)ecled Staunton's own confession as sacred, and upon reilecuon 
she e(»nsidercd the letter of her sister as equally so, and rcteolveil to 
mention t]it‘ contents to no one. 

(hi i-cpcrusing tlie letter, see could nut help observing the stagger- 
ing lUid uiisalisfuctoiy condition of Hiuse who have risen to distinction 
by uiuliu! laillis, and the outworks and bul walks of i*cUon and false- 
hood, hy w'liuh they are under the necessity of euiTounding and de-.. 
iviiding their precarious advautagoa. But^she was not called upon, 
,fehe thought, to unveil lier sister's orijg'inal histoiy'— it .^'ould rcsHh-e no 
"Vight t(» any one, for she was usurping mine— -it would onl^' destroy 
he^p^hapiiines-i, auil degrade her iu. tlie public estiuiatiou. Had ^ho 
been wise, Jeaiiic thought she would liave d^o^en secjusioii and 
lirivacy, in place of juiblic life find gaiety; hut the poweAif choice 
might not be Jiers. The money, she thddgbi, could not be returned 
witliout her Hcerqiug haughty and unkind. She resolved, thereibre, 
upon reconsidering this point, to employ it as occasion should serve, 
either in educating lier 'chihlreu better than her own means could 
compasH, CH* for their future portion. Her sister luul enough, wp* - 
strongly bound to assist dcanie by any moms in her power, ^v.-id the 
arranlieuicnt was so natural ami proper, that it ought not to bq 
declined out of fastidious or romantic delicai^, Jetuue accordingly 
wrote to her sister, acknowledging her letter, and requesting to lieai’ 
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from hor as Vteu ns she could. In euteriiijy iut/) her own liftle 
details of nows* chiefly respecting domestic affairs- slie ox])erienccd a 
singular vacillation of kfeas,; tor sometimoB she apologized for 
mention irij!: thitig's unworthy the notice of a lady of rank, and then 
recollectea that everything which cpnceniod Irgr should be interest- 
ing^ to Efiie. Her letter, under the cover of Air Wbitorose, com- 
imtted to the post-office at Glasgow, by the intervention of a 
parishioner v^ho had business at that city. 

The next week bron^it tlie Duke to Elosenoath, and shortly after- 
wards ho intimated his intention of sporting in their neighbourhood, 
and tnldng his bod at the Alanscj an honour which lie had once or 
twice done to its inmates on former .occasions. ^ 

lOrtie proved to Im perfectly right in her anticijiatirms. Th^^uke 
had hardly set himaolf down at Mrs Butler's riglit hand, and taken 
upon liimself the task of carving the excellent “ barn-door ebuebv/' 
which had been selccicd aa tlio high dish upon tbb honourable 
occasion, before he began to speak or Lady Staunton of Willingham, 
ill Linculiishiro, and the great noise which her wit and beauty mstdo 
in 1-ondtm. For mucli of this Jeanie was, in some measure, pre- 
pared — hut Kflie’s wit I that would never have lutevod into her 
imagination, being ignorant how oxatftly raillery in the liighcr rank 
resembles flippancy among their inferiors. 

She 1ms been the ruling belle — the blazing star — the universal 
toast of the winter,” said the Duke; ** and isrea)l>’ the mo^t beautiful 
creature that was seen at court ujvon the birth-day." 

The birth-day I and at courtl— Jcanic was annihilated, romeinbcv- 
iiig well her own presentation, all its extraordinary circumstances, 
jinil paii/icularly the cause of it. ' * 

“ i rnoutiou this Isdy particularly to you, Mrs IhifhT," Kiid ilui 
Duk<', because she has something in llie soimd of her voice, and 
cast of hor comitenuiice, tluit reumuled me ^ you — not when you 
look so ])ale though — you lifivc over-fatigued yoursdf--- you must 
pletlge me in a glass of wine»" 



those inexplicable likenesses wiiich we see in countenances, that do 
not otherwise resemble each other." 

“ Thq, 3 >crilous iMLS’t of the compHgient has flown off," thought Mr 
Butlor. » 

« His wife, feeling the awkw,firdiiess of silence, foi-ced hcrbcll' to say, 
"That, perhaps, the lady might be her country wtflnan, and tln^ lan- 
guage night have made some resemblance^" 

" You are quite right,” replied tlio Duke. " jShe is a Scotchwoman, 
and speaks with a Scotch acceut, and now and then aprovincml worn 
drops^t so prettily, tha^t is quite Doric, Mr Butler.” • 

" I .should nave thought," said the clergyman, " that would have 
Boimdcd vul^r in the great city.” 

** Not at all" icplicd the Dulic; " you must suppose it is not the 
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broad coarse FJcolcli that is spoken b the Oow^ale of^diuburgli, or ' 
in the (rurlw-ls. This lady hecTi very little i» Scotlaml, in fact— 
Rlic was cdncfttod in a cwivent abroad^ and speaks that pure eourt- 
which was common in nay younger days-, hut >t is »?> generally 
disused now, that it sotinds iike adifierent dlidect, entirely distinct 
from ^iir modern paiXfiBJ* 

Ncitwitlistaiidinj? her anxiety, Joanie could not help admiring 
within herself, how the most correct judg^es of life and manners can 
: be imjiosed on by their own prcconcq^iaons, while the Duke proceeded 
Ihns : “ She is of the unfortunate house of Wiutoni 1 hchevc ; hut, 
being bred abroad, she had missed the opportunity of learning her . 
own pedigree, and was obliged to me for informing her, that she 
mnsticrtainly come of flie Setrtns of Windygoul. I wish yon could 
liAvo seen how ])rcttily she blushed at her own ignorance. Amidst 
her noble and olcgani manners, there is now and then a little touch 
of hashfiiliicss mid conventual rusticity, if 1 may call it so, that makes 
her quite enelimiling. You sec at once the rose that had bloomed 
untouched amid the chaste prcciiiefca of the cloister, Mr Butler.” 

True to the hint, Mr Butler failed not to start with his 

“ Ut flos in seplis sccrotus nabcltur liorlls,*' &c. 

while his wife could hardly persuade herself that all this liras spokcu 
of Eflfic Deans, and by so competent a judge as tlic Duke Pf Argyle ; 
and had she been acquainted with Catullus, would have thought the 
foHuucs of her sister had reversed the whole passage. » 

She was, however, determined to obtain some indemnificaliou for 
the anxious feelings of the moment, by gaming all the intelligence 
she could j and therefore ventured to iuakc some inquiry about tlie 
husband of the lady his Oraec admired so much. 

“hicis veryricli,” replied the Duke; “of an ancient family, and 
has good manners ; bpk he is far from being such a general favourite 
as his wife. Some people say he can he very pli*a!>aiit“-I never saw 
him so ; hut should rather judge him reserved, and gloomy, and 
caiirieiona. lie was very wild in his youUi, they say, and has had 
health ; yet he is a gno(l-lookiiig man enough — a <^’eat friend of 
your Lord High Commissioner of the Khk, Mr Butler.” 

• “ Then he is the friend of a very worthy and honourable nobleman,” 
said Butler. * • 

^ admire his lady ns much as otlior people do?” said 

JeanflEm a low voice. 

“liTlio— Sir George? They say he is very fond^of her/’ said the 
Duke; ”lnit I obeem she tretrrtdes a Bttie when he fixes Ihsi eye on 
her, and that is no gdod sign— But it is stiiuigeliow I am haunted by 
this resemblance of yours to Ijady Staunton, in look And tone of voice.” 
One would almost swear you werO sisters.” 

Je.inie's distress became uncontrollable, and beyoiid cOnctalmciit. 
'J'he Duke of Argyle was much distitrbed, gOpd-naturedly asedbing it„ 
to his having unwittingly recalled to, bcr^wmOThrance ber^,.^mily 
niisfortanes. He was too wcU-bred to attotapt t<s apologir^e; but, 
hastened to change the sulijoct, and certain points "of dis- 

pute which had ocQivrred beturixi Dunepp of ICnpckana the miuisjlcri 
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nclinowk'il^hi^* that hrs worfehjr suWliiinte wa« soineljinrs a little t<io 
ohstiiintc, as well as too <*110^01115; iji liis executive iiieasures. 

Mr Butler admitted liis {fcaei*d merits; but said, ‘‘He would ])re- 
snine to lppl| to the w'orfchy jg^atlemiiu the words of the i)oeL to 
iMiUTuciiius Asinto, „ 

Nan bcllo utcrU to joco 'aiquc vino,? ” 

The discourse beinff thus lamed du i)arwli basiucss# uothiugr 
farther occurred that can iiitercst the reader. 


CHAPTER XLIX. 

“ITjum vny licnd tht^y plarcd a frultle«s crown, 

And put a barren sc<ii>tre in my {j'vu'O, 

Tlicneii to be wreueli'd by itn mitinoAl hand, 

No tK>n urmto^ succeeding. 

Macbeth 

Apteh this period, hut under the most strict prccfiiiiions opfaiust 
discovery, the sisters corresponded occasional!}^, <*xcluiiift’ip^ letters 
about twice every year. Those of Lady Staunton spoke of her 
husband’s health and spirits as being deplorably uncei-tain ; lier own 
socincd also to be sinkiitg^ and tme of the topics 011 which she most 
frequently dwelt was their want of family. Sir George Staunton, 
always violent, had taken Home aversion at the next heir, whom he 
suspected of liaving irritated his trieuds against him during his 
absence; and ho dcdaTcd ho would bequeath AVillingham and all its 
lands to an hospital, ere that fctch>and-carry tell-tale should inherit 
an acre of it. ^ • • 

“Had he but a child^’' 43 aid the unfortunate wife, “ or had that luck- 
less infant survived, jt would be sonic motive for living and for 
oxertiop./ BuL Heaven has denied us a blessing which we hafe not 
deserved.” ^ 

Such complaints, in mrfed form, but turning frequently; on tl.ie 
same topic, filled tlie letter^ whi<m passed from the spacious but 
melancholy halts of Willingham, to me quiet and happy parsonage 
at Knocktarlitie. Years meaNwbile rolled on amid tnesc fruitless 
repiuings. •Johi^ Duke of Argyle and Greenwich, diqd iu tJic year 
1743 , uq«^-er$any hl^ented, but by nqnc more than by the Butlers, to 
whom lus b^evolmice ha^been so distinguished. He was succeeded 
\by his brother Duke Archibald, with wJiom they had not the same 
intimacy t bat who continued the protection which his brother had 
exteuded. towards them. Hus, hideed, become more necessary than 
ever;^ for, after the breaking out and supiircssion of tlie rebeliiOu in 
174 $, the peace of the country, adjacent to the Highlands, was cou-i 
sidert^ disturbed. MaAuders, m* men that had been drivem*ta»that 
^desperate mode of life, quartered themselves in the, fastnesses nearest 
to w Lowlaiids, which thdr scene of pluiider: and there is 
scarce a glen in the rom^tie and sow peaceable Highlands of Pefth, 
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Stirling, and Dumbartoiipilnre, where one or more did* not take np 
theiv residence. 

The prime pest of the parish of Knocktarlitie was a certain 
Donacha dhu na Bunaigh, or Black Duncan the Mis<jnev«us^ whom 
wo have already casuf^y ineiitioned. This fellow had been originally 
a tinkter, or caird^ many of whom stroll al)OUt tliefte districts ; but 
when all )K)lice was clisor^ranized bylhe civil war, ho threw up liis pro- 
fession, and from half thief became whole robber; and bciug gene- 
railv at the bead of three or four active young fellows, and hebiuiHelf 
ariflil, bold, ami woU acquainted wkh the passes, he plied hia new pro- 
. fe,asd<m with emolument to bimaeiijand infinite pla^e to the country. . 

All igero convinced tlmt Duncan of Knock could have put down his 
namesake Douacha any morning he had a mind ; for tuc‘re were in 
the pariah a set of stout young men, who had joined Argyle’a banner 
ill the war undei* his old friend, itnd behaved vei*y well iipoii several 
occasions. And as for their leaden as no one doubted bis courage, it 
was generally supposed tiiat DonaeJia hatl found out the mode of coii- 
ciliatnig his favour, a thing not very uncommon in that age and 
couutrv. This was the more readily believed, as David Deaiis’s 
cattle ^eing the property of the Duke) were left untouched, when 
the miiiisteria cows were carried off by the tliieves. Another attempt 
was made to renew the same act of rapine, and the cattle were in the 
act of being driven off, when Butler, laying his profession aside in a 
case of such necessity, put himself at the head of some of Ids neigh- 
bours, and rescued the creagh, an eitploit at which Deans attended . 
iu person, notwithstanding his extreme old age, mounted on a High- 
land pony, and girded with an old broadsword, likening himself (for • 
he failed not to arrogate the whole merit of the expedition) to David, 
the son of Jesse, when he recovered the spoil of Ziklag from the 
Amolekites. This spirited behaviour had so far a good effect, that 
Donaeha dhu na Diinoigh kept his distance for some time to come ; 
and, though his distant exploits were frequently spoken of, ho did 
not exercise any depredations in that jiart of the country. He con- 
tinued to flourish, and to bo hoard of occasionally, until the year 
1751, when, if the fear of the second David had kepfe him in check, 
fate released him from that restraiut, for the venerable piitriarch of ^ 
►^t Ii6ontu’d‘s was that year gatlujred to liis fathers. 

David Deans died full of years aud of honour. He, is believed, for 
the exact time of his birtli is not kqpwn, to have lived upwards of 
ninety years ; for ho used to aimak of events as failing under his own 
knowledge, wliich happened abqut Uie time of tl^e battle of JBothwell- 
Bridffc. It was said that lie even bore arjns there ; for once; when a 
drunken Jacobite laird wished for a Bothwoll-Brigg wliig, that “he , 
might stow the lugs out of Ids head,*^ David iniormed nim with a 
peculiar austerity of countenance, that, if he liked to to such a 
prank, Uiere was one at nis elbow; and it required the interference 
of Butler to preserve the peace. ^ 

He expired iu the arms of hia beloveiUdaiighter, thankfiilL4br all 
the blessings which Providence had vouchsafea to him wliile in tliia 
valley of strife aud toil — and thankful also for tiie trials, he had been 
rifidted with ; having foui)d them, he «aid, needful to mortify that * 
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Rpiritiml priile^iid confidwJa in hw own wlucli tho side onr' 
whij^h the wily Enemy did most soar^y boset liim, ITo prayed in the 
most atfectinff manner fbr Jennie, her husband, andi her family, and 
that her affectionate du^. to the j>uir anid man rai^ht purcluisc her 
lengrth of days here and happiness hereafter: then, ii\ apailiotic peti« 
tion, too well understood by those who knew hi^amily circumatjmees, 

' he besou/jht the JShephera of souls, while fratherinff his flock, not to 
forg^et the little one that btul strayed from the fold, and even then 
iniffht he in the hands of the ravening wolf.— He prayed for the na- 
tioiwd Jerusalem, that peace might he in her land, and prosperity in 
her palaces— for tin’* welfiire of the honourable house of Argyle, and 
' for the <H>uversioa of Duncan of Khodkdunder. After this he was 
silent, being exhausted, nor did he again utter anytliin^!' distinctly* 
He was heard, indeed, to mutter something about national defe^ 
tions, right-hand extremes, and left-hand faHiugs off; but, as May 
llettly oDserved, his head was carried at the time ; aoul it is probable 
that these expressions occurred to him merely out of general hahil^ 
and that he died in the full spirit of charity with all men. About an 
hour afterwards he slept in trie Lord. ' 

Notwithstanding her father’s advanced age, his death was nrsevere 
shock to Mrs Butler. Much of her time had been dedicated to 
altending to his health and his widies, and she felt as if part of her 
business in the world was euded when the good old man was no more. 

, Hi3 wealth, which came nearly to lifteen Jhundred pounds, in dispofr 
^ af)lc capital, served to raise the fortunes of the family at the Manse. 
How to dispose of this sum for the best advantage of liis family, was 
matter of anxious consideration to Butler. *‘If we put It on heri- 
table bond, we shall uiayhe lose the interest ; for there’s Ihtil. bond 
over Loiinabock’s land, your father could neither get principal nor 
iutcrcsl for it—If wo binig it into the funds, wo shall maybe lose tho 
principal and all, as many did in the South scheme. The little 
Estate of Craigsture is in the market— it lies within tw o iiiilcs of the 
Manse, and Knock says his Grace has no thought to buy it. But 
they ask L.2600, and they may, for it is worth the nmjiey ; and. were 
I to hoiTOW tht balance, the creditor might call it up suddenly, or in 
case of my death my family miglit be distressed.'' 

“And so, if we had mair siller, we might buy that bonny pasture- ^ 
ground, wher^the grass comes so early ? " asked Jcauic. ' 

“ Certainly; *ny war; and Knockdunder, who is a good judge, is 
strongly advising me to it.— To be sure it is his nephew that is sell- 
ing - 

“ Reuben," said Jeanie, '^ye maun just look up a text in 

Scripture, as ye did when \e wanted siller before— just look up a text 
intheBiWo/ • . 

“ Ah,. Jeanie," said Butler, laughing and pressing her hand at the 
Bamctimej“the best people in thesetimescafl only work miracles onfte." 

* , “We will see,” said Jeanie composedly; and going to the closet in - 
whkl^he kept her Jion^, her sugar, her pots of jelly, her vials c(f 
the more oiAinary medicines, and which served her, in shdH, as ft , 
; sort of stora-room, she jangled vials and gallipots, till, from out 
darkest book, well flanked % a triple row of bottles and jars, wtuch 
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^hc was under llie nocessify of slie bm/g’lit a cviVrdu'd 

brown caiin, witli a piece of leallier tied over the top. Its cont<V.’lt^ 
seemed to be written papor.4, thrust in disorder into this uncommon 
secrelaira. But from amon^f these Jeanie brouffbt^fan fJld claspotl 
Bibk) which had heenjiavid Deans's companion in his earlier wandey- 
ings, fwd which he hail given to his daughter when the failure of his 
eyes had compelled him to use one of a larger print. Tliis she gave 
to Butler, who had been looking at her mi>tions with some surprise, 
and desired him to see what that book could do for him. lie opened 

the clasps, and to his astonishment a parcel of L.50 bank-notes 

dropped out from betwixt the leaves, where they had been separately 
lodgech and fluttered upon the floor. ** 1 didna think to bae tauld 
you o’* my wealUi, BeuDen,” smd his wife, smiling at his surprise, 

** till on mv deathbed, or maybe on some family pinch ; but it wad be 
better laitf out on yon bonny grass-liolms, than lying useless here in 
thi.s auld pigg.” 

“How on earth came ye by that siller, Jeanie?— Why, here is more 
than a thousand xmiinds,*^ said Butler, lifting up and counting the 
notes. 

“If it were ten thousand, it’s a* honestly come by,” said Jennie; 

“ and troth I kemia how muckle there is o’t, but iVs a’ there that 
ever I got.— And as for how I came by it, Reuben— it’s weel come 
hyj and honestly, os I said before*— And it’s mair folk’s secret tjjan 
mine, oi- ye wan hae kond about it lang syne ; and as for onything 
else, I am not free to answer mair questions about it, and ye maun 
just ask me uanc.” 

“ Answer me but one,” said Butler. “ Is it all freely and indis- 
putably your own pnmei’ty, to dispose of it ns you tliink fit?— Is it 
possible 110 one has a d&ini in so large a.stim except you?” 

“ It was mine, free to dispose of it as I like,” answered Jeanie 
“ and I liuve disposed el^it .already, fbr now it is yours, Reuben— You 
are Bible Butler now, as weel as your forbear, that my puir father 
had sic an ill will at. Only, if ye like, I wad wish Femie to get a 
gude tihare o’t when we are gaue.” 

“ Certainly, it shall be as you choose— But who ^\)n eartli ever 
pitched on such a hiding-place for temporal treasures?” 

, “ That is just aue o’^ my auld-fashwmed gates, as yon ca’ them, 

Reuben. I thought if Donacha Dhu was to make an ‘outbreak upon 
us, thej^ible was the last thing hi the^ouse he wad meddle wi’— out 
mair siller should drap in, as it is not unlilf ely, i shall e’en 
Hlgiill ewer to you, and ye may lay it out year aiivway.” , 
■■Ebd I positively must not ask you -how, you have come by all tliis 
^TWWey?” said to clergyman. 

“Indeed, Reubem you must not; for’if you were fwkiiigme very 
satr 1 wad maybe teU you, and ton 1 am sure I would do wrf\ng.” 

“But tell mi Biito« “is it anything that distresses your 
own mind.” ^ 

“ Thesre is baidi weal and woe come aye warld’s gear, R#^3licn ; 
but ye maun ask me naething mam— This siller binds me to naething, ^ 
and can never be speered back again.” , 

^ “Surely,” said^Mr Birtler, when he had again coimted dyer the 
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a*! if ^ assure liiinself tli<vt tlie nolos were roaC^llicro ^\ 
man in the woild had a wife like mine - a bles'sing beems <o 
follow hoi.'^ 

‘ Never,*’ bixirf Jeaiiie, “since the enchanted piincos«i in the bairii'i’ 
faiiy tale, that kaiitod g:old nobles out u’ the tao bide of hei liatHt 
loek*i, and Dutch dollars out o’ the tother. tint g<ing^ awa^ now, 
minister, and put by the biller, and dinna keep the iiotib wnmpishni^ 
in your hand tliat cate, or I shall wish them in the brown piggf again, 
foi fear we get a buck east aboirt them— we’re ower near the hills in 
these tunes to be thought to liae biller iu the house. And, hosides, } e 
mauii gree wi’ Knockuimdcr, that ban the selling o’ the lands \ and 
dmiia }ou be simple and let him ken o’ this windfa’, but keep him to 
the very lowest i>cuny, as if ye had to bonow wllei to make tlio 
pi ice uji.” 

In the last admonition Jeauie bhowed distinctly, that, alihongh she 
did not uiulerbtnnd how to secure the money which came into her 
hands otheiwibe than by having aud hoarding it, } et she had some ])ai t 
ot her father David’s shicwduesb, even upon woildly subjects. And 
Iteuben Butler was a prudent man, and went and did even os his 
wife had advised him. 

The news quickly went abroad into the parish that the minister had 
bought Ciaigstme; aud some wished him joy, and some “weio 
soii> it had gaiie out of the auld name ’ flow ever, his clerical 
hretlireii, iiiulei stun ding that lie was under tlic uc(*essit} of going to 
Jhliuhurgh about the ensuing Whithuiida}, to get together David 
J )e,ins’s cash to make up the purchase-money of liis new acquisition, 
took the O])porfcunity to name him their delegate to the General As- 
seinbh, oi Convocation of the Hcottish Church, whuh takes place 
usually ill the hitter end of the month of May. 


CHAPTER L. 


But wUo IS this/ -what tliln,^ ofNW oi 1 ind— 

Fuiualp of sex It sci 

That so ItedeLk’d, ornate, and gn>, 

Come 4 Oils way i.alUnff i 

^ Milton 

Not lonjt afigr the incident* of the Bible and the bank notes, For- 
tune bhpwed that ahe could suiiiris^ Mrs Butler as well ne her hus- 
band. ^The minister, in-order to accomplish the various pieces of 
. huaiucss. which his unwonted visit to Edinburgh rendered necessary, 
had been under the ncceasifV of ratting out fronuhome in the latter * 
cud of tJbo month of February, conduduig: justly, that he would 6tid 
the space betwixt his departure and theTerm of Whitsunday (24th 
May) short enough for purpose of bringing forward those vanous 
debi/cw of old David DeiD8» out of whose purses a consider^le part 
of the price of hk new purchase was to be made good. 

•Jeaiiie wq^ thus in the unwonted sltuatiou of inhabiting a lonely 
house^ and sue felt yet more solitary tom the death of the good old 
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^an# wlio naed to divide her cares with hot JniisbaTid. #Hcr cliildren ’ 
were her principal reamirce, and to them she paid eonstant atten^m. 

It happene^^ a day or two after Butlov*s departure, that, while she 
WAA en^ffetl in some domestic duties, dio heard adisj^utc^moiig^the 
youiigr%i1^ which, bein<? maiiitained with obstinacy, appeared to call 
for her interference, a All came to their natural nmtinre with their 
compmnts. Femie, not yet ton years dd, charged Davie and Beubie 
with an attempt to take awaV her bemk* by rorce ; and David and 
ileuWn replied; the elder, That it was not a book fot Femio to 
read ” mk\ lieuben, “That it was about a bad woman/' 

" Wlicre did you get the book, y© little heinpie said Mrs Butter* 

" How d:H*e ye touch papa's books when he is away 

But the little lady, holding fast a sheet of crumpled paper, declar^, 

‘‘ It was nano o' papa's books, and blay Hettly had taken it 'otf the 
mockle cheese which came from Itiverara;” for, as was vei 7 natural 
lo suppose, a fvioiutly intercourse, wHh interchange of inuUial civi- 
lities, was kept up from time to time between Mis Dolly Dutton, now 
Mrs Miu'CerkiiKlalo, and her former friends. 

Jeanio t«^ok tlni subject of contention out of the child's hand, to 
•satisfy hei'sclf of the i)ropriety of her studies ; but how much was she 
Htruck when she read upon the title of the broadside-isheet, ‘^The 
fvast ^Speech; Oonfession, and Dying Words of Margaret MacCraw, 
or Murdoekson, executed on Harahee-hill, near Carlisle, the — ilaf 

of 1 737/' It was, indeed, one of these papers which Archib^a 

biul bought fit DongUwn, when he monopohsod the pedlar's stock, 
which Dolly had thnwt into her trunk out of sheer economy. On© 
or two copies, it seems, had remained in her repositories at Invcrary, 
till she chanced to need them in packing a cheese, which, as a very 
snptM’ior production, was sent, in the way of civil challenge, to the 
dairy at Knocktaiditie. 

l*he title of tins papw* so strangely fiillen into the very hands from 
which, in well-meant respect -to her feelings, it had been so long de- 
tained, was of itself sufficiently startling; but the narrative itself was 
so interesting, that Jeanie, shaking herself loose from the children, 
ran ui>-staii's to her own apartment and bolted the do«7V to peruse it 
without interruption. 

The narrative, which appeared to have been drawn up, or at least 
"corrected, by the clergyman who attended this unhappy woman, 
stated the crime for which she sufiered to have been “libv active part:: 
hi that atrodous robbery and murdd*, committed near i^wo years 
since nt*ar Htdtwhistle, for which the notorious^ Ffonk liovitt was 
committed for ti'ial at Lancaster assizes. It was supposed fhe evi- 
dence of the accomplice Thomas Tuck, Commonly palled Tybvmi 
. Tom. upon which tii© woman had been comdetedj would weigh * 
equally hea^ against him ; ^thoi%b many were inehiied to think it 
was Tuck hims^ who hod struck the .fatal blow, accor^ngf'to the 
dying statement of Meg Murdockson." ^ 

ABcr a circumstantim account of the crime for wliich she sufi^ed, 
tliero wA* a brief sketch of Margaret's life. It was stated, 

W'os a Scotchwoman by birth, and married a soldier in the Gamer?)- 
nian regimeut^that she long followed the camp, and hdd doubtless 
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acquired in of battle, and Bifniki^ scenes, that fero^ffy and lovi^ 
of if7iunder for which sJie had been afterwards dlstinguisbetl— that Iwar 
htisband. harhi^ obtained his discharge, became sc^rvaiit to a kmc* 
heed clerg^maj} of h%h Bituatioii and character in Lincolnslurc, and 
that she acqnirod the confidence and esteem of that lionourable 
family^ She had lost tliia many years after lier huBband's death, it 
was stated, in, cohseqdenoe of conninn^ at the irregularities hf kr 
daughter with tJie heir of the fami^, added to ilie suspicions circum- 
Klaoces attending (he birth of a child, which was strongly suspected 
‘to have met with foul play, in order to preserve, if jpossible, the girl’s 
" reputation. A ft or this, she luid led a wandering life both in En^and 
and Scotiund, under colour sometimes of telling fortunes^ sometimes 
of driving a trade in smuggled wares, but, in fact, rocening^ stolen 
goods, Rud occasionally actively joining in the exploits by which they 
wv're obtained. Many of her crimes she luul boasted of after convic- 
tion, and there was one civeumstimee for which she >'ocmod to feel a 
mixture of joy and occasiowal compunction* WJien sIuj was tosidiiig 
in the suburbs of Edinburgh during the preceding siiniiner, a girl, 
who Jiad been seduced by owe of liev confederates, was intrusted to 
her charge, and in her liouso delivered of a male infant. Her 
daughter, whose mind was in a state of derangement over since .slio 
hail lost her own child, according to the crimiiud’s account, carried 
off the poor girl’s infant, taking it for her own, of tine reality of whoso 
death she at times could not he persuaded. 

' Margaret Murdockson stated, that she, for sorae time, bclievetl her 
daughter had actually destroyed the infant in her mad hts, and that 
she gave the father to understand so, but afterwards learned that a 
fcmalo stroller had gotit from her. She showed somo compunction 
at liaving separated mother and child, especially as tlio motjier liad 
nearly suflered death, being condemned, on the Scotch law, for the 
Buppewed murder of her infant. When it < 3 V|i.a asked wliat possible 
interest she could have h.ad in exposing tlie unfortunate girl to sulfer 
for a crime she had not committed, she asked, if they thought she was 
going to put her own daughter into trouble to save another ? She 
did not knowiwhat the Scotch law would have done to her for caiTV* 
itig the child away. This answer was by no means satisfactory to the 
clergyman, and he disiovered, by dose examination, that she had a ' 
deep and re^gefol hatred against the young person whom she half 
thus iiyurc^ But the paper intimated tliat, whatever besides she 
hod comjMinic^ed upon tms was confided by her in private 

to tlie worthy*aq|i revei*end Archdeacon who had bestowed such 
partiiiAlaT pains in affording her sptritiin] a.ssisiai)co. broadside 
went on to intimate, that, after her execution, of which the particulars 
wore given, her daughter, the insane person meptionod more t^u, 
once. Mid who was generally known by the name of Madge Wild- 
fire, bad been very ill used by tlie populace, under the belief that she 
was a sorceress, and an accomplice in her mother’s crimes, and had 
besi >,jfith difficulty resided by the prompt interference of the polipe. 

Su^ (for w'c omit moral reflections, and all that may #eem uu- 
npeessavY to the explanation of our story) was the tenor of the broad* 
aide. 'lo ms Butler U contained intelligeuce of the liighestiinjioii- 
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^mco, Miloe it poomed to ftffrjrtl the jnosi tiiif'qitivoeil proof ofiJior 
Hi^tcr'a innocence respoctiug^ the crime for vhieu ahe bad so nelh*; 
Rufforetl. 1 1 w tioio, neither she, aor her husband, nor even her ftither, 
had CTOT believed her capable of touching her inihut irUh^n uukiiut 
hand when in possession of her reason; but there was a durkncbs on 
tlie nubjecty and whatfiiight have liappenod in a moment of insanity 
was dremiiul to think upon. Besides, whatever was their own con- 
viction, they had no means of cstabli.diiug ^file’s innocence to the 
world, wliicli, according^ to the tenor of this fugitive publication, wiu 
now at length completely manifested by the d>ijiif confession of (he 
person chiefly iuterobted in concealing it. 

After thaiiKing Ctod for a discovery so dear to her feelings, Mis 
Butler began to consider what use she should make of it. To liaio 
shown it to her husband would lia\c been her flrt>t iiiipiiUe ; but, 
besides Unit he was absent from home, and the matter too delicate to 
be the subject of correspoudenee by an indiflerent penwoman, Mrs 
Butler recollected that hi' was not pos'^cssed of the information ne- 
ci^ssary to form aiudgment u]iou tno occasion ; and that, adhering to 
the rule which she had considered as most advisable, she had be^t 
transmit the information immediately to her sis'ter, and leave her to 
adjust with her husband the mode in which they should avail thom- 
Holves of it. Accordingly, she despatched a special messenger to 
(Basgow, witli a packet, enclosing the Confession of Margaret INfiir- 
dockbou, addressed, as usual, under cover, to Mr Whiterosc of Yoik. 
She cypected, with anxiety, an answen*, but none arrived in the usual 
course of post, and she was left to imagine how many various causes 
might account for Lady Staunton s hilciico. She began to be half 
BOH’y that she hod parted with the printed paper, both for ft*ar of its 
having fallen into bad ,hauds,’and from tlie desire of regaining the 
document, which might be essential to establish her sisterb iunooenee. 
Slie was even doubtuig, whether she had not better commit the wliole’ 
matter to her husband s consideration, when other incidents occurred 
to divert her purpose. 

deanic j[shc is a favourite, and we beg her pardon for still using the 
familiar tithO had walked down to tlie seor-bide with hcF^chiUlreu one 
morning after bieakfast, when the boys, whoso sight was more dis- 
priminating than hers, exclaimed, that the Captain^ coach and sis 
was coming right for the shore, with ladies in H.*' Jeowie instinctivo- 
^rl^ut her eyes on the approaching bopt, and became soon sensible 
Hjjk there were two females in the htern, seated beside thtt gracious 
IHPcan, who acted as pilot. It v^as a point of politeness to w^Ik to- 
w'ards the landing-place, in order to reccivq them, especially as she 
baw that tlie Captain of Kiiockd under was upon honour and ceremony, 
llis piper was m thr bow of the boat, senmng forth music, of which 
one naif sounded the bettej iliat the other was drowned by the waves 
and the breeze. Moreover, he himself had hia briga^er wig newly 
frizzed, liis bonnet (he had abjured the cocked hat) decorated with 
Saint (George’s red cross, his uniform monnttfl as a Captain of wmSa, 
the 1 >uk^3 nag with the ooar*s head display cd— all intimated parade ' ' 
and gala. ^ 

AaMrs Butler approached the hin^ng-pkce, sdie okcivcd the 
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liaiKl*lbe ladies ludioic with marks of great afrcntion, m)d* 
?J3p8^arl.ic3 adviwieed tow'aitls hei’i^ the Cimtaiu a few steps before the 
two ladies, of \rhoiJi the tidier ahd elder leaned on the shoulder of tlio 
Ollier, whcMoemed to bo au attendant or servant. 

As they met, Duncan, in his bei^ most important, and deepest tone 
o^llighland civUity, “ pegged leave to introduce to Mrs l*iitlc%Lady 
—eh— eh— I hae forgotten your leddy^ip*s name 1 

Kever mind my name, sir," said the lady j ** I trust Mrs Butler 
will be at no loss. The Duke’s letter "-~-And, as She ob.3crved Mrs 
Butler look confused, she said again to Duncan something sharply, 

> “ Did you not send the letter last night, sir ? " 

“ In trotli and 1 didna, and I crave your leddysliip's pardon ; but 
you see, matara, I thought it would do as weel to^^tay, pecattso Mi'S 
• riitler is lu'ver tacn onto* sorts-iicvcr— and the coam Avas out fish- 
ing— and the gigAVJis gane to Urceuockfof a cug of prandy— and 

Put here’s Ins Grace's letter." 

“ (live it me, air/' said tlie lady, taking it out of his hand ; " since 
you have not found it conveuieut to do luc the favour to send it before* 
mt^ I Avill deliver it myself." 

Mrs Butler looked with great attention, and a. certain dubious 
feeling of deep interest, on the lady, who thus expressed herself with 
authuritY over the inan of authority^ and to whose mandates he seem- 
i*tl to submit, rosigidng the letter with a ‘‘Just as your leddysbip is 
ideasod to order it." * 

The lady was rather ab6ve the middle sixe, beautifully made, Biougli 
something witli a hand and arm exquisitely formed, 

] for manner was easy, di^iified, and commanding, and seemed to 
‘ evince high birth and the habits of elevated fiocietv. She wore a 
travelling dress— a grey beavci’ hat, a^d a veil or Flanders lace. 
'J^vo footmen, in ridi liveried,' who got out of the barge, and lifted out 
a ti'imk aiul portmanteau, appeared to beloqgr to her suite. 

“ As you did not receive the letter, madam, vviiicli should liave sensed 
f(U’ my inlroduction-'for I presume you oic Mrs Butler — 1 Avill not 
present it to you till you are so good as to admit me into yonr house 
Avitliout it." 0 

“ To pe sure, matam,” said Knockdunder, yc canna doubt MVIra 
Pufler will do tliai— Mrs Putler, this is Lady- Lady— these tamned - 
Southern nanpjs riii out o* rny head like a staiic troAvling down hill— 
pul I belici^^ie is a Scottish woman porn— tlio uiair our credit— and 

3 j)re.sumeAor Icddyship is of the house of r ” 

' The of^ijple knows wy famjlv very well, sir " said the lady, 

in a tofte which seemed designed tef silence Buncan, or, at any rate, 
wliieh had "that oflect cbifiplctely. 

^ 'fhoi'e was soipetlun|r abemt the whole of tins stranger's address, and . 
'"'tone, and manner, winch acted upon Jeauie’s feelings like the illusions 
, of a dr^ain, that tt?aze iw Avith a imzzling approach to n^alily. Soinc- 
thing there was of her awter in the gait and manner of the stranger, 
'as in thes sound of her voice, and something also, when, lifiiug 

, Jior '^1, she showed features, to wlncli, changed as lljcy*Avcro in 
eipression and complexion, she could not but attach many reiuiua- 
branqcs, * 
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" The stranger was turned of thirty certainly ; biw? well wena her 
personal ^amis «iasisled by ttie power of dress, and arrangemc^t^s^^f 
ornament, that she might well have passed for one-and-lwenty. And 
her lyehaviour was so steady and so conjposed, thatjcaa dften as Mr^ 
Butler perceived anew some point of resemblance to her unfortiinaK* 
fiister»so often the t^d^taiued self^oiuniand and absolute couiposln'o 
of the stranger destroyed the ideas wliich began to arise m hei 
imagination. She led the way silently towards the Manse, lust in a 
connision of reflections, and tntsting the letter with which she was to 
be there intrusted, would alFord her satisfactory explanation of what 
was a most puszling and ombamiasing scene. 

The lady maintained in the meanwhile the manners of a stranger 
of ratih* fehc admired tlic various points of view like one who has 
studied nature, and the best representations of art. At length slio 
took notice of the, children. 

“ 'J'Jmse aie two fine young mountaineers— Yours, madam, 1 pre- 
sume ? ” 

J canie replied in tlie aflirniative. The stranger sigho and sighed 
once more as they were pre.sented to her by name. 

‘‘ Come here, iu'mie,’' siiid Mrs Butler, “ and hold yoiiv head up.” 
Wlna IS your diiugliter’s name, madam ?” said the lady. 

^MtJttphonua, madam,” answered Mrs Butler. 

thought llic ordinary Scottish contraction of the name Inidbccii 
rcjdied the stranger, in a tone wdiich went to Jeanie^s hciu’t; 
for in that single word there was more of her sister — more of fang 
syne ideas— than in all the reminiscences which her own heart had 
aiJiicinated, or the features and manner of the ptrungisr lind pug- 
giMteu, 

When they reached the Manse, the lady gave Mrs Butler the lelU‘i 
which she had taken out of the hands of Kuockdundcr ; and as she 
gave it slie pressed he»» 4innd, adding aloud, ‘‘Perhaps, madam, you 
will tlie goodness to gel me a JUtle'rnilk.” 

“ Sna me a drnp of the grey-pcard, if -you plea.se. Mrs Puller,” 
added Duncan. ' . ^ - 

Mrs Butler withdrew; but, deputing to May llettlj^and to David 
the supply of the slrang-ev’s W'ants, slie hafet<j^ied into her own room 
.to-read the letter. The envelope w-as wldri'ssed in the Duke of Ar- 
gyle’s hand, and rej^nested Mrs Butler’s attentions ati4 <*iviUty to a 
ladv of rank, a narticuiar friend of liisMtd brother, Lad^tauntou of 
Willingham, who, being ix^cornnicnded to drink go^ils^whcy by the 
phy.sicmns, wm to honour t}io4od[g6 at Boseneathcivith hdr refdd'ence, 
^jtWhile her husband made a short tour in Scotland. But within the 
Hlbmo cover, which had been given to La^ Staunton unsealed, was a 
jlPl^er from that lady^ intending toprernffc her sister for meeting hej*, 
a^ wiiicli, but for the Captain's negligence, she ouglit to Iwe rc- 
^»ved on the preceding e^ing. Itsstated that the news in Jeanie’s 
letter had been so iutei*estiug to her husband, tliat he was dc-^ 
tt^rmiiiod to inquire farther into the confesfioon made at CaiiisSa^ and 
the fate of llifU poor innocent, and that, as he had boon in some do- 
^'00 successful, she liad. by the most earnest entreati^^, extorted, 
Jwfiisr tlian obtained his pcnnisBioii, under promise of observing the 
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in^gmito, to spend a week or two with her sister, or in * 
l4Q:^'ncig:hbourhood, while he was proseenting WAcm-hes, to which 
(tuou*?!! it appeajca to her very vainly) he seemed to attach some 

i’here was a^postseript, deshing* tliat Jeanie would trust to Lady S. 
tlm manag:emeut of their intercourse, and be dbntent with ns^utin^f 
to what she should propose. After reading: and a^in readiuj^ ibo 
letter, Mrs Butler hurried down stairs, dinded betwixt the fear of 
betrayiiiff her secret, and the desire to throw herself upon her sister’s 
neck. Effie received lier with a glance at. once anectionato and 
' cautionary, and immediately proceeded to speak, 

“ I have been telling Mr’ , Captain , this gentleman, Mrs 

Butler, that if you could aocomiaodate ipe with an apartment In your 
hou?^**. and a pkee ft>r Ellia to sleep, and for the two men, it would 
suit me better than the Lodge, wliicli his Grace has so kiiully placed 
at niy disposal. 1 am advised 1 should reside as near where the goats 
Iced as po.'ssiblc.” 

“ i liiive peon assuring my leddy,-Mrs Piitler/* said Duncan, “that 
thoiigli it could not discommode yon to receive any of his Grace’s 
visile.rs or mine, yet she had mooch pettor stay at the Lodge; aud 
iur Ihc gai/s, the creatures can be fetched tlicrc, in resjx'ct it is luair 
fitting they suld wait upon her Leddvship, than she upon the like 
of them.” » 

*' By no menus derange the goafs for me,” said Lady Staunirni ; “ I 
am c(n*tain the milk must be much bettia* here.” And this she said 
wdili languid negligence, as one whose slightest infeimation of humour 
is to boilr down all argument. 

]\Iis Butler hiisleiicd to intimate, that her house, such as it was, 
was h< nniJy at the disposid of Lady Staunton ; but the Captain con- 
tinued to remonstrate. 

'riic Duke,” lie said, “ bad written— ” • • 

“ 1 ^\ill settle all that with his Grace—” 

“ And llierc w ere the things Imd been sent clown frae Glasco— 
“Anything ncec'ssary might be sent over to the Par3ona.gc-«“Slio 
w'ouhi beg lu#favour of Mi's Butler to show her an apartmenl.vpnd 
of the Captain to ]iav<» Jier trunks, &c. sent over from Kosencath.” ^ 
Ho she curtseyed off poor Duucaii, who departed, saying in tris* 
S'Ccrctsoul, tainn her English impudence!— she takes possession 

of the miuijKr’s house as nn ijwcre her ain— and speaks to shentle- 
meus as if€iey yere pounden servants, aiidpe tamued to her!— And 
there’s the Vem* that was shot too— but wo will send it ower to the 
Maiise^whilk will pc put civil, seeiu|: 1 hae prought woi-thy Mi’s Put- 
^,ler sic a fliskm.'ilioy."— And with these kind intentions, he weal to the 
.shore to give his orders acccfrdingly. • 

In the meantime the meeting of the sisters Was as affectionate it 
was (jxtriiordiuary, and each evinced her ffelings in the way proper 
f^ohor character." Jeaiiie was so much overcome hy wonder, and 
cW*tl^awe, that her feqjjiigs were deep, stuuniug, aiid alnu^st ovoV- 
> powering. Effilc, on the other hand, wept, laughed, sobbed, m oumed, 
and cJappedJier hands for joy, all in the space of live iiiinutos, giv- 
ing way at once, and witliout reserve, to a naturally excessive viracify 
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of temper, wbicli no one, however, knewhcUer liow to restriiiii ipdcrj^ 
the rules of artitieiiU brcwlinj?. , V ^ 

After ftu hour had passed like a moment in their oxprepio^f 
mutual ftlTectiou, Lady Staunton observed the Captain w^lkinff witli 
iinpatiout steps below the window. " That tirosomfi Highland fool 
has returned upon o^^' hands, ” she said. “ 1 will pray him to grace 
UH wnii his absence.” • ' 

" Hout no ! bout no ! ” said Mrs Butler, in a tone of entreaty ; 

“ ye inaunna affront the Captain.” 

Affront ? ” said Lady Staunton ; “ nobody is ever affronted at 
what I do or say, my dtear. However, I will endure him, since you 
think it proper."^' f 

The captain was accordingly gi*acionsly requested by Lady Staun- 
ton to remain during dinner. During this visit his studious and 
punctilious complaisance towards the lady of rank was happily con- 
trasted hy the. cavalier air of civil familiarity in which lie indulged to-^ 

‘ wards the minister’s wife. 

“ 1 have not been able to persuade Mrs Butler,” said Lady Staunton 
to the Captain, during the interval when Jeanic had left the parlour; 

“ to let me talk (tf making any recompense for storming her house, 
and garrisoning it in the way t have done.” 

** ]joul)tloss, matam,” said the Captain, it wad ill pccomc Mrs 
rutler, wha is ii very decent pody, to make any such sharge to a lady 
w’ho comes from my house, or liis Grace's, wdiich is the same thing. 
— And, speaking of garrisons, in the year forty-five, I was poot wdlh } 
a garrison of twenty of my lads in the house of liivcr-Garry, whilk ' 

had near been nnhuppily, for ** 

“ I bejf yonr ])ardon, sir— But I wish 1 could think of Bomc way of 
indcnuii tying this good lady.” 

O, no* need of intenmifying at all-^no trouble for her, notlung at ‘ 
all.— So, peing in the li^iise of Inver-Garry, and the people about it 
being uncanny, Ld o^A^ l the warst, and ” 

Do you bappeii tWwnw, sir,” said Lady Staunton, “ if any of these 
two lads, these young Butlers, I mean, show any turn for the army ? ” 

*• Could not say, indeed, my Icdd}^” replied itnockiWuder — “ So, I 
kn^fWing the people toj^e unchancy, and not tolipneu lo, and hearing . 
a, pibroch in tJic wood, 1 pegau to pid my latU look to their flints, and 
then- — ” 

“For,” said Lady Staunton, with the most mtldess ctWegard to tlie 
narrative which she mangled by thcsc-interruptions, *’ iftthat sliould 
be tlie case, it should cost Sir (ieorge but the askin^^h. paT of colours 
|for one of them at the War-oflic®, since we hav^ alwa/s siijjported 
Ibvornment, nud never hod occasion to trouble ministers.” 

“'•And if you please, my leddy,” said- Duncan, who began to find^* 
some savour hi this jn'oposal^ “ as I liae a braw weel-grown lad of a 
nevoy, ca'd Duncan MacGilbgan, that is as pig as pailh the Puller 
biiinis jnittoii thegitlier, Sir George could ask a i>air for liim at tlio^ 
same time, ami it wad pe put ae asking for a^” ^ 

Lady ^Staunton only answered this liiift with a w't*ll-brc(Frar^i ^ 
w liich gave no sort of ewcouvagcuieut. 
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wliS now rctuvnod, was lost in amazement at tlie woiulerfnl 
t'ij?^’erem*o betwixt tlie helpless and dcspaii-ing girl, whom slic had' 
seen stretched on a flock-bed in a dun^on, expecting: a violent and 
disgTaccfiil death, and last as a forlorn exile upon the midnight beacb« 
v/illi the elegant, well-bred, beautiful woimin before her. The 
features, now that her sister’s veil was laid fliido, did not npi^ear so 
■ ely dilicrcnl, as the whole manner, expression, look, and bearing. 

/In outside show, Lady Staunton seemed completely a creature too 
soft and fair for sorrow to have touched ; so much accustomed to 
have all her wliims complied -with by those around her, that she 
socnuMl to expect she should even he saved the trouble of forming 
thciii ; and so totally unacquainted with contradiction, that, she did 
iiot even iis^tlie tone of self-will, since to breathe a wish w^as to have 
it fulfilled. She made no ceremony of ridding herself of Duncan ns 
soon as the evening approaclied ; unt complimented him out of the 
house under ])retcxt of fatigue, with the utmost 7wnchalance. 

AVlieii they were aloin^, her sister could not help expressing her 
wonder at the self-possession with which Lady Staunton sustained 
lier part. 

“ I daresay you avo surprised at it,” said liOdy Staunton com- 
posedly ; for yon, iny dear .Teauie, have been truth itself from your 
cradle "upwards ; but you must remember that I am a liar of fifteen 
years* standing, ami therefore must this time be used to my 
character.” • 

In fact, during the feverish tumult of feelings excited during the 
two 01 ^ tliree first days, Mrs Butler thought her sister’s manner was 
comidctcly contradictory of the desponding lone which pervaded her 
corresjjoudence. She was moved to tears, indeed, by the sight of her 
father s grave, marked by a modest stone, recording his piety and in- 
tegrity ; but lighter impressions and associations liad also power over 
her. ’•'•'ho amused herself with visiting the dsiiry, in Avhich she had so 
long bf'cii assisbo-nt, and was so near discovering herself to May 
Uettly, by betraying her acquaintance witli the celebratcnl receipt for 
Dunlop cliocsc, that she compared herself to Bedrcddin lliassan, 
whom tlui visiler, his fathcr-iii-kw, discovered by his superlative skill 
ill composing cream-t^rts with pepper in Ihciii. But wlicn Ilui. 
iiovellv of such avocations ceased to amuse her. she showed to Her 
sister but to^laiuly, that the gaudy colouring with which she veiled 
lier unhapu^ess aftorded as little real comfort, ns the gay uniform of 
the soldiejwh^i it is drawn over his mortal wound. There were 
moods aiioVanomeats, in which hc^ despondence seemed to exceed 
even rtSat which she herfudf had described in her letters, and which 
, too well convinced Mrs Butler how little her sister’s lot, wliich in 
appearfince was so brilliant, Vus in reality to be eavied. 

There was one source, howevcr,frQin which Lady Staunton derived 
a pure aegree of pleasure. Gifted in cvefy particular with a higher 
, -degree of imagination than that of her sister, she was an adraii’cr of 
cities of nature, a^aste which compensatcB many eril^to those 
who happen to enjoy it. Here her character of a fine lady stopped 
short, wlier^she ougnt to have 
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“ Scrciiin’d at Ilk clcngh, and screech’d nt ilka how; • 

As loud as she Jmd seen the Avonic-cow.” 

fhi llic coiitivivyj with fhc two boys for lier ;fiiidc.s, she undertook long 
and futiffiiinff walks among tlib nciglibouiing moFutaTiis, to visit 
fflena, ink os, watcrfidls, or whatever scenes of natural wonder or 
bcautjr lay concoalc * among their recesses. It is Wordsworth, I , 
think, who, talking of an old man under dilHcultics, remarks, withO' 
singular attention to nature, 

^whether it w:ia cai*o that spiirr'd Jiim, 

Ood only knows ; but to the very lust, , 

llo liud the lightest tool iii liImicrdaK’." 

In llTc same manner, languid, listless, and unhappy, •within d»)ors 
at times even indicating something which approached near to con- 
tempt of the homely accommodations of her sisters liouse, although 
she instantly (Mideavoured, by a thousand kindnesses, to atone for 
such ebullitions of fi])loeu, Lady Staunton ai)peared to feci interest 
and energy while in the open air, and traversing the mountain land- 
scapes in society with tlie two hoys, Mdiosc cars slie delighted witli 
stories of what slie had seen in other countries, and what "she had to 
show them at Willingham Manor. And they, on the otlicr hand, 
exerted themselves in doing the honours of I)umbar ton shire to the 
lady who seemed so kind, insomuch that there was scarce a glen in 
the neighbouring bills to wliieh they did not introduce her. 

Upon one of these excursions, while Ileuben was otherwise eiu-” 
ployed, llavid alone, acted as Lady Staimtou s gnid<‘, and promised to 
show her a cascade in the bills, gTander and lii'»lier Ilian any they 
had yet lisited. It was a walk of five long niiltis, and o\er rough 
ground, varied, however, and cheered, by mount,ain views, and pi'cps 
now of ihe firtli and its i, elands, now of dislant lakes, now of ro(‘.ks and 
precipices. The scene itoelf, too, when they readied it, amply rowa.rded 
the labour of the walk. A single slioot carried a considerable stream 
over the face of a black rock, which contrasted strongly in colour 
withiMic \ilnte foam of the cascade, and, at tlie depth of about twenty 
iufcoa’ccptcd the view of tlie Iiottom ofi t (le fall. 'J’he 
waxcr, wheeling out dar? beneath, swept roiipd the crag, which thus- 
nmiiided tlieir view, hnd tumbled down the rocky glen in a torrent of 
foam. Those who love nature always desire to pORp-trate into its . 

( most i*ece.sses, and Lady Staiiuton asked David Avlieti^T there was 
t some mode of gaining ,*1 view of t'fic abyss nt llm fo(S of the fall, 
fsaid that he knew a station on a shelf bn thr iarth/r side of tin* 
fercepting rock, from which the whole ^waterfall w’as vi-sMe, but 
that the road to it was steep and slippei’y and dangerous. Bent, . 
ho^vever, on gratifying her curiosity, she desired him to lead the way ; 
and accordingly he did so over crag and stone, anxiously pointing 
out' to her the rcsting-plrfces where she ought to step, for their mode 
of advancing softn ceased to be walking, and became scrambling. ^ 
In this manner, clinging like sea-birds t(^ the face of the rqpl^ihey 
were enabled at length to turn round it, and came full in front of the,, 
fad, which here had a most tremendous aspect, boiling,^ roaring, and 
thundering with unceasing din, into a black cauldron, n hinidi*ed fee^.. 
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!, at J#a.sfc lc‘lo\# them, wliich resembled the crater ol' a volcano. The 
^io&o, the dasliiiigf of the waters, which g^ave an iinstoady aj>peai aiice^ 
to all around them, the trcnibliiiff even of the luig’o crag; on wliicJi ^ 
they stoodi the precariousneas of their footing*, for there was scarce 
room for tliem fo stand on the shelf of rock which they had thus attained, 
had so powerful an eftect on the. senses aiAl imagination (d* Lady 
* Staunton, that she called out to David she was talliuff, and >vould in 
fact liave dropped froTii the cra^ liad he not caug’ht hold of her. The ” 
boy was bold and stout of his age — still he was hut fourteen years old. 
and as Ids assistance gave no confidence to Lady iStauiiton, she felt 
her situation become really perilous. The chance was, that, in the 
appalling novelty of the circumstances, lie might have caught the in- 
fection of her panic, in wliich case it is likely that both must have 
perisiicd. yiic now screamed with IciTor, though without hope of 
calling any one to her assistance. To her amazement, the scream 
was answered by a whistle from above, of a tone so clear and shrill, 
thnt it was heard even amid the noise of the waterfall. 

In tliis moment of terror and perplexity, a human face, black, and 
having grizzled hair lianging down over the forchci'd and checks, and 
mixing with moustaches and a beard of the same colour, and as inncli 
matted and tangled, looked down on them from a broken part of the 
rock above. 

" It is the Enemy I ” said the boy, who had very nearly become in- * 
callable of siipiiortmg I^ady Htauutou. * 

‘‘ No, no,” slio exclaimed, inaccessible to supernatural terrors, find 
restored to the jn'cscnce of mind of which she liad been deprived Iw 
the danger of her situation, *‘it is a man — For God’s sake, my friend, 
help us?” 

Tlie face glared at them, but made no answer ; in a second or two 
afterwards, another, that of a young lad, appeared beside the first, . 
equally swart and begrimed, but having liift^od black hair, desceml- 
ing in elf-locks, which gave an air of -ivildiiess and ferocity to the 

hole exjirossioii of the countenance. Lady Staunton repeated hei* 
ciitrealies, clinging to the Tock with more energy, as she found that, 
from the su^kjrstitiouH terror of her guide, he became iocnpafcle of 
supporting her. Her,w^ords were probably drowned in the jvna* of 
the filling stream, for, though she observed the lips of the yonuge^ 
being wliom^lic supplicated move as he spoke in rejily, not a word 
rcaclied li^^'ar. ^ 

A iiiomlit afterwards it appeared he liad not mistaken the nature 
of her su^licaliuu, which, indce<|, w^as easy to be understood from 
lici* stfuatiou and gestures. The younger apparition disappeared, 

^ and immediately after lowered a ladder of twisted osiers, aliout eight 
" feet in length, and made si^is to David to hold ih fast while the lady • 
ascended. Despair gives courage, and finding her.self in this fearful 
predicament, Lady Staunton did not hesitate to risk the ascent by’ tlie 
. vUrocarious means which this accommodation afforded ; and, carefully 
by the person ^'ho had thus providentially come to her aid, 
».Bhe reached the summit m safety. She did not, however, even look ^ 
around her Jintil she saw her nephew lightly and actively follow her 
example, aitliough Ihero was now no one to hold the ladder^’ast. 
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' When she .‘iaw„ him safe she looked round, and could Jioll lielj) shii^jiler- J 
at the. place and company in whicli she found herself. They wej^ 
on .*1 sort 01 platform nf rock, surrounded on every side by precipices, 
or OTCi’liauffiiif? cliffs, and which it would have becn„scaice possible 
for any research to have discovered, as it did not seem to be com- 
manded by any aecess*djlc position. It was partly covered by a huge , 
fragment of .stone, which, having fallen from the cliffs above, had* 
been intercepted by others in its descent, and jammed so as to serve 
for a sloping roof to the farther pai t of the broad shelf or platform 
on which they stood. A quantity of withered ino.ss and leaves, strewed 
benenth tliis rude and w retched shelter, showed the lairs, — tliej’ could ' 
not be termed the beds,— -(d* those who dw'clt in this eyry, for it de- 
served 'no other name. Of these, two v/ere before Lady Staunton. 
One, the .same who had afforded such timely assistance, stood upright 
before them, a fall, lathy, young savage ; his dress a tattered plaid 
and i>hilabeg, no sliocs, no stockings, no hat or bonnety the place of 
the last being supplied by his hair, twisted and matted like the rjlibbe 
of the ancient -wild Irish, and, like theirs, forming a natural thickset, 
stout enough to bear off* the cut of a sw^ord. Yet the eyes of the lad 
were keen and sparkling ; his gesture free and noble, like that of all 
savages. He took little notice of David Butler, but gazed wdth 
wonder on Lady Stauntuni ns aTicing different probably in dress, and 
superior in beauty, to anything lie had ever beheld. The old man, 
vrliosc face they had first seen, remained recumbeut in the same 
posture as when ho had first looked down on them, only his face was 
turned towpds them as ho lay and looked up with a lazy and listless 
apathy, wdiich belied the general cxprcs.sioii of his dark and rugged 
features. He seemed n very tall man, but was scarce better clad than 
the younger. He liad on a loose Lowland grcat-coat, and ragged 
tartan trew's or pantiiloous. 

•All around looked singularly wild and unpro}>itious. ^ Beneath the 
brow of tJie inciiuibcnt rock w'as a charcoal fire, on whicli there was 
a still working, with bellows, iiinecr.s, hammcr.s, a movable ainiJ, and 
other smith’s tools ; three guns, with two or three sack.s and barrcLs, 
W'crcydi.sposed against the wall of rock, under slielter d'i the superiu- 
cuiftbeut crag; a dirk and two swords, au(J a Locliaber-axe, lay • 

‘ Scattered around the fire, of w'hich tlie red glare cast a ruddy t inge oii 
the precipitous foam and mist of the cascade, 'i'he lad. wlien he had 
satisfied his curiosity with staring at Lady fcstauiitonjvtjctched an 
carthcMi jar and a horn cup, into which he poured spme ipirils, ap- 
parently liot from the still, and offered them siiccessiveljAo the lady 
and to the boy. Both declined, aHid the young savage quaffedVff the 
draught, w'hich could not amount to less tlnlii three ordinary glasses. 

• Ho then fetched ai^pther ladder from th <5 comer of the cavern, if it * 
could he termed so, adjusted it against the transverse rock, which 
served as a roof, and made signs for the lady to ascend it, wViilc he 
held it fast below. Sbe did so, and found herself on the top of 
broad rock, near the brink of the chasm into which the bro(^ 
cipitatcs'itself. She could see the crest of the torrent flung loose 
down the rock, like tlio mane of a wold horse, but without having any 
view„of tlie lower jdatfonn from which she had ascended. 
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Jiavitl was not suffered to iiioimt so easily; the ladj from sport or* 
•l.>vc of iniscliicf, shook the ladder a good deal as lie aseeiided, aud 
seemed to^eiijoy the terror of young: Butler, so that, f" ’\ii they had 
hotli come n]f, they looked on each other with no^mendly eyes. 
Neither, however, spoke. The young: caird, qi* tinker, or with 
a g:ood deal of attention, assisted Lady Staunton up a very jiferiloua 
ascent which she had still to encounter, and tl«ey were followed by’ 
David Butler, until all three .stood clear of the ravine on the side of a 
mountain, whose sides were covered with heather and sheets of loose 
shiiiffle. iSo naiTow was the chasm out of which they ascended, that, 
iiiilesfl when they were on the very vergre, the eye passed to the other 
side without nercciving: the existence of a rent so fearful, ancknothing 
was seen of the cataract, thoufth its deep hoarse voici‘ was still heard. 

Jjady Staunton, freed from the danger of rock and rivei', had now 
a new subject of anxiety. Her two guides confronted each other 
wdth angry countenances ; for David, though younger hy two years 
at least, and iniioli shorter, was a stout, well-set, and very hold boy. 

“ You avc the black-coat’s son of Knocklarlitie,” said t)ie young 
caird ; “ if you conic here again, I’ll pitch you down the linu like a 
loot -ball.” 

“ Ay, lad, yc arc very short to be sac Ling,” rctt>vtcd young Butler 
midamitedly, and inoa^uring liLs opponent’s height Av’ith an undis- 
mayed ('yc; J am thinking you are a gillie of Black Donacha;’ if 
you conic down the glen, we’ll sho(>t yoirlike a wild buck.” 

“ Yon may tell your father,” said the lad, that the loaf on the 
limber is tlie last he shall S(?c— wo will hae amends fur the mischief 
he h.as done to us.” 

“i ho])c he will live to see mony simmers, and do ye muckle mair,” 
answ'cred David. 

More might have passed, but Lady St^innton stepped between 
tlicm with lier purse in li(‘r hand, and takingViit a guinea, of which 
it contained several, visible tlinmgh the net- work, as Avell ns some 
silver in tlie oppo.siie end, offered it to the caird. 

“ The white siller, liadY*— the white siller,” said the young stVage, 
to whom the Table of gold w'as probably unknown!. ^ ^ 

Lady Staunton pourrd what silver she had into his hand, aiuUhV 
juvenile savage snatched it greedily, and made a sort c»f half incluv.vi 
tion of acki^vledgracnt and adieu. 

Let urfiakc haste now, Lady Btaunton,” said David, for there 
will he littV peiice with them since they hae seen your piirsi*.” 

They humed oifas fast as they could; but they’ had not descended 
the bill a hundred vard:-. 4>r two before they heard a halloo behind 
. them, and looking hack, sa:y both the old man and the young one 
pursuing thorn with great speed, the former fldili a gim on his 
shouldi^’. Very fortunately, at this mom^it a sportsman, a game- 
keeper of the Duke, wlio W'as engaged in stalking deer, appeared on 
' *lie face of the hill. The bandits stooped on sc'eing him, and Lady 
»S©in<®n hastened to niA herself under his protection.^ He readily 
f g^'c them his escort home, and it required his athletic form and 
hmded rifle 4o restore to the lady her usual confidence and course, 

Donald listened with much gravity to the account their adven- 
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'•iure; and niiaVered Tvdlli gi'eat composure to David’s repealed^ 
inmiirics, whether ho could Eivo suspected tj^at the caivds had boon 
iurKinj*’ tlicrc, Intced, Master Tavie, I nnVht hac hsid some guess 
that they were there, or thereabout, though maybe I l/ad iiane. But 
1 am ^ten on the hilt ; and they are lilce wasps — they staug only 
them tnat fashes them ; sac, for my part, J make a ])()int uot to see 
them, unless I were ordered out on the precoese errand by Mac- 
Callmninore or Knockdiinder, whilk is a (dean different case.” 

They reacdied the Manse late ; and Lady Staunton, who Jiad suffered 
nuioli both from fright and fatigui\ never again permitted her love 
of tiie picturesque to carry Iier so far among the mountains without 
a stronger escort than David, though slie acknowledged he had won 
the stand of colours by the intrepidity he had disjilayod, so soon as 
assured lie had to do with an earthly antagonist. “ Tcouldna maybe 
hac made iniickle o* a bargain w? yon lang callant,” said David, 
when thus complimented on his valour; “ but when ye deal wi' time 
folk, it’s tync heart tync a\” 


CHAPTER LT. 

Wlint son you thorp, 

That Iialli so cowardeil nncl elwiscd your blooil 
Outornppparanre? 

/Tm’y the Fifth, 

Wj: are undtiv the nettessity of returning to Edinburgh, where the 
0(*n('ral Assembly was now sitting. It is well known, that Homo 
Scottish nobleman is usually deputed as High Commissioner, to re- 
present file person of^ the King in tJiis convoeation ; that lie has 
allowances for the purpose of maintaining a certain outward show 
and Bolcranity, and supporting the hospitality of the representative of* 
Mnjcfity. Whoever are distinguished by rank, or ollice, in or near 
the c'apital, usually attend the morning levees of thi Lord Coni- 
jpi’fSioner, and walk with him in procession ip the place wlicre the 
"Assembly meets. 

The nobleman who held this office chanced to be panycularly con- 
nected with tSir George Staunton, and it was in his tV^in that lie 
ventured to tread the High Street oPEdinbuiyh foy thaj first time 
siiKjc the fatal night of Portcous’a execution. Walking the right 
hand of the representative of Sovereignty, covered with labo and 
embroidery, and witli all the paraiihernalia’of wealth and rank, the 
handsome though wasted figure oi the Ithiglisli stranger attracted all * 
eyes. Who could have recognised in a form so aristocratic the 
plcb'oian convict, that, disguised in the rags of Madge Wildffi'c, had 
led the formidable rioters to their destined revenge ? There was wo 
])ossibilitv tJiat this could happen, even if aiis of his ancient ncmiacV:^ 
ances, a race of men whose lives ore so brier, bad happened to^rvi^c . 
the span commonly allotted to evil-doers. Besides, the whole affiur 
had .hmg fallen asleep, witli the angry passions in which it origiiiatca,^^ 
Nothing is mere certaiu than that persons known to have had a share " 
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in tiTat formidable riot, and to have fled from Scotland on that*_ 
Account, bad made monej abroad, retiiriicd to enjoy ilfin their native * 
country, aiyl lived and died undisturbed by the liiw.i The forbow- 
ance of the ma^ifistrale was in tliese instances wise,certaiiily, and just; 
for v/Lat ftood impresaion could be made on the public min'd by 
puiii&lnnciit, when flic memory of tlie oftenco 'ifaii obliterated, ,yid all 
ibat was remembered was tue recent iuoilensive, or perhaps cx— n 
emplary, conduct of the oflendcr? 

fell’ ixoor^o iStaiinton miftlit, therefore, tread llie scene of his 
former audacious exploits, free from the apprehension of tlie law, 
or even of discovery or suspioion. But with what feelings hia heart 
til at da\ throbbed, must be left to those of the reader to imaj^inc. It 
was inrobjcct of lio common interest wliich had brought hini to eiB- , 
counter so many painful remeuibraiiees. 

In conse(][uence of Jeanie^s letter to Lady Staunton, transmitting 
llin confession, he luid visited the town of Carlisle^ iiud had found 
Archdeacon Memijjg still alive, by whom tlia^ confession had been 
received. This reverend geutlcTuaii, w’hose character stood deserved^ 
\cry high, he so far admitted into his confidence, as to owm liimself 
the'fatiier of the unfortunntc infant which liad been spirited away by 
Madge Wildfire, repieseiiiuig the intrigue as a matter of juvenile 
cxtriiN aganco on liis own part, for wddcli he was now anxious to 
atone, ]>y tracing, if possible, what had liocomc of tlie cliild. After' 
some rujollcction ot the circumstances, *tlie clergyman W’as able to 
call to niomoiy, Unit the unhappy woman had written a letter to 
Ocorge JrhannUmjKsrt. young(*v,Mcclory, Willingham, by Orantham; 
lliat lie had fonvardccl it to the address accordingly, and that it bad 
l>e<‘u rcinrnod, w'ith a note from tlie lleveroud Mr Htaunton, iiector 
of Willingham, saying, ho knc>v no such person as him to wdioin the 
letter was addressed. As this had liiippened just at the time when 
<jl(*,orgc had, for the hist time, absconded frbin hia father's house to 
carry off ElUe, lie >vas at no loss to account for the cause of the 
rcscTitmenl, under the influence of which Ins father liad disowned 
him. I'Jiis was another instance in wliich his ungovernable temper 
had occiisionfld liis misfortune; had he remained at Willingham nut 
a lew days longer, ho would have received Margaret MurdocksoUi’s^ . 
letter, in" w'hicli was exactly described the person and haunts drfhe^ 
woman, AnyiTplc Bailzoii, to >vhom she liad parted with the inlant. 

It apjieai^ that Meg Murd^ckson had been induced to miiko tliis 
coiiTessioiltlessifrom any feelings of contrition, than from the desire 
of obtainiiig, throflgli Ooorge Htaijnton or liis lather's means, pro- 
tection and sinipori- for uer 'daughter Madg’c. Her letter to George 
Staunton said, •‘I'liat wh^e the writer lived, her daughter would 
have needed noiiglil from anybody, and that sli# would never have* 
meddled in these afl'airs, except to pay hf^^jk the ill that George had 
done to her and hers. liut she was to die, and her daughter wVnild 
di'stitute, and without reason to guide her. She had" lived in the 
world^ong enough to ligowthat people did nothing for notiiing;-rSO 
die had told George Stauntou all he could wish to know about his 

^ See Amot’e Criminal Trials, 4to, cU p. 205. 
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wean, in hopes Jie would not see the demented young ciValufe hcJiad 
>ruined perish for want. As for lier motives for not telling* them.' 
sooner, she had a long account to reckon for in the next world, and 
she would reckon for that too.” " 

The clergyman said that Meg had died ill the same acspci*ate state 
of mind, occasionally or:pressing some regret about the child which 
was lost, but oftener sorrow that the mother had not been hanged - . 
her mind at oucc a chaos of guilt, rage, and apprcliensiou for lu‘r 
daughter’s future safety; that instinclivc feeling of parental anxiety 
which she had in coraTnon with the she-wolf and lioness, being the 
last shade of kindly iiflcetion that occupied a breast equally savage. 

The melancholy catastrophe of Madgd Wildfire was occasioned by 
her taking the confusion of her mother’s execution, as affording an 
opportunity of leaving the workhouse to M'liieli the clergyman liad 
sent her, and presenting herself to the mob in their fury, to perish in 
the way we have already seen. When Dr Fleming found the con- 
vict’s letter was retumca from Lincolnshire, he wrote to a friend in 
Kdinbiirgh, to inquire? into the fate of the unfoUunatc girl wliose 
child had been stolen, and was informed hy liis coiTcspoiulent, tlisit 
she had been pardoned, and that, with all her family, she had retired 
to some distant part of Scotland, or left the kingdom entirely. Ami 
here the matter rested, until, at Sir George Staxmlou’s application, 
the clergyman looked out, and produced Margaret Murdocksou's re- 
turned letter, and the other memoranda which he had kept concern- 
ing the aifair. 

Wiatcver might he Sir George Stami Lon’s feelings in ripping up 
this miserable lustory, and listening to the tragical fate of the 
unhappy girl whom he had ruined, lie had so much of his ^ancient 
wilfuluess of disposition left, as to shut his eyes on everylhing, sii\ e 
the prospect which seemed to open itself of recovering his son. It 
was true, it would ho difficult to produce him, without telling much 
more of the history of his birth, and tlic misfortunes of his parents, 
tlian it was prudent to make known. But let him once be fmimi, 
and, bqing found, let him but prove worthy of his father’s protection, 
and many ways miglit be tallen upon to avoid such risk. 4 Sir George 
StoMuteiu was at liberty to adopt him as his Imir, if he pleased, witli- 
>)uV«jOmmiinicating the secret of Jiis birth ; or an act of parliament 
might be obtained, declaring him legitimate, and allovdnc; him the 
naino and arms of his father. He W'as, indeed, already a«l.e*i’itimate 
child according to the la\v of Scotland,” by the subsequent) marriage 
of liis pai*ei)ts. AVilfiil in everything, Sir Georgtfs .foie /tesire now 
was to see this son, even should hi^recovery bring -with it a new*»eries 
of misfortunes, as dreatlful as those which followed on his being lost. 

But where was t^c youth who might «eventiia]ly be called to the 
Honours and estates of this ancient family ? On what lieath was he 
Bandering, and shrouded hjrwhat moan disguise? Did ho gfiiu his 
Krecarious broad by some petty trade, by menial toil, by violence, or 
by theft ? These were questions on winch ^r George^s aTixiousic-i^^ 
vestigali(his could obtain no light. Many remembered that Aifiiaple 
Baiizou wandered through the country as a beggar and fortune- ‘ 
tellei:, or spae-wife— some remembered that she fiid- bcefi seen with 
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an iiiTant in 1^37 or 1738, but for more than ten yews she had not* 
fravclled that district ; and that she had been henrd*to say she uiis • 
pfoing- to distant i)art of Scotland, of which country she was a 
native. To Sootlancl, therefore, came Sir George Staunton, liaving 
parted with his lady at Glasgow ; and his arrival at Edinburgh hap- 
peiiing to coincide with the sitting of tlie General Asseinbly.^f the 
Kirk, Ills acquaintance with the nobleman who held the office of Lord»i 
lligli Cominissioucr forced him more into public than suited cither 
his views or inclinations. 

At the public table of this nobleman, Sir George Staimton was 
placed next to a clorg^^man of respectable appearance, and well-bred, 
tliongh plain demeanour, whose name he discovered to he llutler.^ It 
had been no part of Sir George's plan to take Ins brother-in-law into 
his confidence, and he flhd rejoiced exceedingly in the assurances he 
received from liis wife, that Mrs Butler, the very soul of integrity and 
honour, had never suffered the account he had given of himself at 
Willingham Hecloi|tto transpire, even to her liusoaikl. But he was 
not sorry to have aw opportunity to converse with so near a connec- 
tion, without being known to him, and to form a judgment of his 
character and understanding, lie saw much, and heard more, to 
raise Butler very high in his oiiiiiion. lie found he was generally 
resnected by lliosc of his own profession, as well as by the laity who 
had seats in the Assembly, lie had made several public appearances 
in the Assembly, distinguished by good seShse, candour, and ability; 
and he w'as followed and admired as a sound, and, at the same time, 
an eloquent preacher. 

This was all very satisfactory to 8ir George Stauntoirs pride, 
M'hicli had revolted at the idea of his wile's sister being obscurely 
married. He now began, ou the contrary, to think the connection so 
iimch hotter than he expected, that, if it should he necessary to 
acknowledge it, in consequence of Uie reccA’fry of his son, it would 
sound well enough that Lady Staunton had a sister, who, in the de- 
cayed state, of the family, had married a Scottish clergyman, high in 
tli'o opinion of his counfryincn, and a leader in the cluirch. 

It was witH these feelings, that, when the Lord High Commis- 
sioner s com])any brok« up, Sir George Staunton, under pretencesd'^ 
prolonging some inquiries concerning the constitution of the Clluhili* 
of Seotlaiuytequested Butler to go home to his lodgings iu the 
] /awnmaiMt, and drink a ciift of coffee. Butler ngi*eed to wait upon 
him, nrovifciig Vb\v George would permit him, iu passing, to call at a 
friciio home wdicfe he resided, aiyi make his iijiology for not coni- 
ing- to* partake her tea*. 3.'licy proceeded up the High Street, entered 
the Kraraos, and passed the begging-box, placed to remind those at 
liberty of tlic distresses of the poor prisoners, ^ir George paused • 
there ogne iustanl, and next day a £20 note; was found in that recep- 
tacle for public charity. 

>'^^^hcuhc came up to Butler again, he found hiin with his eyes fixed 
oiTtlKjgjiitrancc of tlie 'Jklhooth, and apparently in deep tli^ught. , 

" I'Jiat seems a very strong door,” said. Sir George, by way of saying 
gOmelliing.* ^ 

“ It is so, sir,” saiu Butler, turning off and beginning to wall» for- 
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iwar<]> "but it uas luy misfortune at one time to see it prove greatly ■ 
too weak/* ^ *’ 

At this moment) looking at Ms companion, lie asked hyn whctlicr 
he felt himself ill? and Sir George Staunton adraitfed that he had 
been so foolish us to^jOat ice, which sometimes disagreed with Jiim. 
^With iuiul officioiisnesfl, that would not be gainsai^ and ere he could 
‘iind out wliere he was going, Butler hurried Sir George into the 
friend's house, near to the prison, in w'hich he himself had lived since' 
he came to town, being^ indeed, no other than that of our old friend 
Bartoliiie Saddletree, m whicu Ladv Staunton had served a short 
noviciate as a shop-maid. This recollection rushed on her husband’s 
mind, aud the blush of shame whieli it excited overpowered the 
sensation of fear which had produced his ^iner paleness. Good 
Mrs Saddletree, however, bustled about to receive the rich Englisli 
baronet as the friend of Mr Butler, and requested an elderly female 
in a black gown to sit still, in a ■way which seemed to imply a wish, 
that she would clear the way for her bctters.4§In the meanwhile, 
understaudiiig the state of the ciise, she ran to get some cordial waters, 
sovereign, of course, in all cases of faintishncBs whatsoeve r. During 
her absence, her visiter, the female in black, made some progress out 
of the room, and might have left it altogether without particular ob- 
servation, had she not stumbled at tlie threshold, so near Sir Georgia 
Staunton, that he, in point of civility, raised her and assisted her to 
the door. 

" Mrs I’ortoous is tinned very doited now, puir body,'*’ said l^Irs 
Saddletree, as she returned with her bottle in her liand -" She is no 
sae auld, but she got a sair back-cast wi’ the slaughter o’ her husband 
—-Ye had some trouble about that job, Mr Butler. — I think, sir,” to 
Sir George, "ye had better drink ^^ut the haill glass, for to my een 
yo look waiir than wlic^ ye came in." 

And, indeed, he ctcw as pale as a corpse, on recollecting who it wn'? 
that his arm had so hitely supported — the widow whom he had so large 
a share in maldng such. 

" It is a prescribed job th.at case of Porteous now,” sa^kl old Saddle- 
tree, who was coniined to Ms chair by the gout — "clean prescribed 
•»iud < 1111 ; of date.”* * 

" 1 am not clear of that, neighbour,” said Plumdamas, " for I have 
lieaiHl them say twenty years snould rin, and this is but ftiefifty-aiie - 
Porteous’s mob was iii thretty-seven.” * 

^^Ke’ll no Icacli me law, I tMiik, neighbour~m^.llih,t four gann 
nlofiS, and mmht hae liad fourteen, ah it hadna been the ^idewife ! 

1 toll ye, if the foremost of the Porteous mob were standing there 
where that gentleman stands, the King’s Advocate wadna meddle wi’ 
him-*it fa’s under iLe negative prescription.” 

" llaud your din, carles,** said Mrs Saddletree, "and let the •gentle- 
man sit down and get a dish of comfortable tea.*’ 

But Sir George had had quite enough of their conversation : 
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• Tins mail had exercised the office of turnkey with so nlich vigilance, 
aoiitenofis, and fidelity, that he gTadually rose to bl governor, or 
cnjitain of Ike 'rolbootli. And it is yet remembered in tradition, that 
young men, wlTo ratlier sought amusing* than select society in their 
, raei ry-iTi(ietings, used sometimes to,^ reguest I^tclilfe's company, in 
' ordci’ that lie might regale them with legends of his extraordtfiary 
feats in the way of robbery and escape. But he lived and died** 
without reBuniing his original vocation, otherwise than in his narra- 
tives over a bottle. 

^ Under these circumstances, he had been recommended to Sir 
(xeorge Staunton by a man of the law in Edinburgh, as a person likely 
to answer any questions ho might have to ask about Annaple Bailzou, 
who, according to the colour w’hich Sir George Staunton gave to his 
cause r>f inquiry, was supposed to have stolen a child in the west of 
England, belonging to a family in which he was interested. The 
gentloraun had not mentioned his name, but only his official title ; so 
that Sir George Stilbiiton, when told that the ca])tain of the Tolbooth 
was waiting for Idm in his parlour, Lad no idea of meeting his former 
acmuiiutancc, .Jciiijlatclifie. • 

This, therefore, ‘was another new and most unpleasant surprise, for 
ho had no difficulty in recollecting this man's remarkable features. 
TIn» change, liovrevcr, frornGcorgcltobertson to Sir George Staunton, 
baffled even the penetration of Ralcliffe, and he bowed ver;^ low to 
the baronet and liis guest, hoping Mr Butler would excuse liis recol- 
lecting that ho was an old acquaintance. 

And once rendered my wife a piece of great service,” said ]\Ir 
Butler, “for which .she sent you a token of grateful acknowledgment, 
which 1 hope came safe and was welcome.” 

“])cil a doubt on'i/'said Ratclifle, with a knowing nod; “hut 
Vft are mucklo changed for the better siiic<; J[ saw yc, Maister But- 
ler.” 

“ So much so, that I wonder you know me.” 

“ Aha, then I— Deil a face I see 1 ever forget/’ .‘?aid Rntclifie { w'hile 
Sir Ge«)rgc Jitapnton, tied to the stake, and incapable of escaping, 
internally cursed the accuracy of his memory. “ And yet, sorngtimes,” 
continued RatclifFe, “tuc sharpest hand will he ta’en in. Thefd^JV 
face in this very room, if I might presume to he sac hankl, that if I 
didiia ke%fhc honourable person it bclnugs to, I might think that it 
liad some faist an auld acqiftiintance.” 

“ 1 bJiouM not h» much flattered,” answered tlie Baronet, sternly, 
and roused by the risk in which he Saw himself placed, “ if it is to nie 
Yiui mean to apply that (fompliment.” 

“ By no manner of mcai^ sir,” said Ratclift<^ bowing very low ; . 
“lam come to receive your honour’s commands, and no to trouble 
your humour wi' my poor observations.” • 

, , ti 'Well, sir,” said Sir George, “ I am told you understand police mat- 
eiifr.:*— So do I. — Toconriuceyou of which, here arg ten guineas of ye- 
tainiug fee— I make tlllm fifty when you can find me certain notice 
of a person, living or dead, whom you w^ill find described in that 
t pajier. I shall Icftve town presently— 3 'ou may send your written 
answer io me to the care of Mr (naming his highly respeclqjile 
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ngcnl), “or oihid Grace the Lord High OommissioDcr.” Riftcliffj 
bowed aiKl witidrew. 

“ I have angered the proud peat 5io\v,” he said to Ipnisclf, “ by 
finding out a likeness; but if George Robertson's fcither had lived 
within a mile of his mother, d— ii me if I should know W'hat to think, 
for n,^iigh as he carrfes his head.” * 

When he was left alone with Butler, Sir George Staunton ordered ' 
tea and coffee, which were brought by his valet, and then, after con- 
sidering with liiinself for a minute, asked his guest whether he had 
lately lienrd from his wife and family. Butler, with some surprise at^. 
the question, replied, “ that he had received no letter for some time ; * 
his wife^ was a no<.)r penwomau.” 

“ Then,” said Sir George Staunton, “ I am the first to inform you 
there has been an invasion of your quiet premises since you left 
borne. My Avife, Avliom the Duke of Argyle had the goodness to per- 
mit to use llosciicath Lodge, while she Avas spending some Aveeks in 
your country, has sallied across and taken up Jier ouartors in the 
Manse, as she says, to be nearer the goats, whose milk she is using ; 
but I bidieve, in reality, because she jirefers Mrs Butler's company (ii 
that of tlie respectable gentleman who acts as seneschal on the 
Duke’s domains.” 

Mr Butler said, “ he had often heard tlic late Duke and the ])rcseiit 
speak Avitli high respect of Lady Staunton, and was happy if his 
house could accommodate any friend of theirs— it will bo but a very 
slight acknowledgment of the many favouivs he oAved tliem.” 

“ That does not make Lady Staunton ami myself tlio less obliged 
to your hospitality, sir,” said Sir George. “ May I inquire if ‘you 
thiiik of returning homo soon ? ” 

“ In the course of tAA'o days,” Mr Butler answered, “ his duty in the 
Assembly would be ended ; and the other matters ho had in town be- 
ing all finished, ho Afv^as 'desirous of returning to i)umb:irtf)nsliire as 
soon ns he could ; but he Avas under the m-cessity of traiisi)ortiug u 
considerable sum in bills und*moncy with him, and ihorefore Avis'hed 
to traAcl in com))any AAutli one or two of his brethren of the clergy.” 

“ My escort Avill be more safe,” said Sir George SLabnton, “ and 1 
*ci‘ .‘netting off to-inorrow or next day. df voii will give me tbe 
pleasure of your company, I Avill undertake to deliver yon and your 
^barg'C safe at the Alaiise, provided you will admit rile^along Avith 

HKlr Butler gratefully accepted of Ibis ilVoposal; ttic gppomtmeiifc 
nmde accordingly,” and by dvi,spatchcs with oi\c of Sir George's 
servants, Avbo Avas sent forward for the pm*posc, the inhabitants of 
the manse of Knocktarlitie -were made acquainted Avith the intendeil 
journey ; and the kcw.s rung through tlie Avliolc vicinity, " that the 
minister w’as coming back wf a braw English gentleman, and a’ the 
siller that was to pay for the estate of Craigstiire.” 

Tliis sudden resolution of going to Knock tarlitie had been 
by Sir Gporge Stiwinton in consequence of Wie incidents of tl/c eAcn- 
]»g. In spite of his present consequence, he felt he had presumed 
feo far in venturing so near the scene of his former audartous acts o‘f 
violence, and ho knew too well, from past experience, the acutenes? 
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of ii«ian*iikf:€irtk‘liire, iipiiu to encounter Tli|noxt two days* 
“Sk; kept his lodpugftj under pretence of indisposition, find took leave*,* 
by writing, of his noble friend, the Ili^ifh Commissioner, allcguiff the 
opportunity of Ml* Butler’s company ns a reason for leaving; Edin- 
burgh sooner than he Imd proposed. He had a long conference with 
his agent on the subject of AnnapleBailzou ; aill tlie profession^gen- 
, tlemaii, who was the agent also of the Argyle family, Lad directions tft. 
collect all the information which Batcliffe or others might be «abJe to 
obtain concerning the fate of that W'oman iiiid the imfortuiiate child, 
aiul. so soon as any tiling transpired which liad the least appearance 
of being important, that he sliould send an express with it mstiintly 
to Knocktavlitio. These in:itruction 3 were baclced with a deposit of 
money, and a request that no expense might be spared: soxhal Sir 
Ccorgo Staunton liiul little reason to apprehend negligence on the 
part of the persons intrusted with the commission. 

The journey, which the brothers made in company, was attended 
with more pleasure, oven to Sir Ccorge Staunton, than he had ven- 
tured to expect. Itis heart Ifditeiied in spite of himself when they 
lost sight of Edinburgh: and the easy, sensible conversation of 
Butler was well calculated to w*itbdraw bis thoughts from painful re- 
flections. ^ He even began to think whether there could he much 
difticulty in removing his wife’s connections to the rectory of Willing- 
ham ; it was only on liis part procuring spine .still better preferment 
for the present incumbent, ancfoii ButlerV, that ho should take orders 
aceoriling to the Ifinglish Church, to which he could not conceive a 
possibility of his making objection, and then he had them residing 
under his wing. No doubt, there was pain in seeing Mrs Butler, 
nc(iuaini.cd, ns lie knew her to he, with tlie full truth of his evil history 
--But tlieii her silence, though he had no reason to complain of her 
indiscretion liitlierlo, was still more absolutely ensured. It would 
keep bis lady, also, both in go<)d temper aiacl in more spbjection ; 
for she was* sometimes troublosomc to him, by insisting on re- 
maining in tow 11 when he desired to retire to the country, alleging the 
total want of society at Willingham. “ Madam, your sister is there," 
would, he t height, be a sufficient answer to his ready argument. 

lie ioundea Butler op this subject, asking what he would thuik 
an English living of twelve hundred pounds yearly, w’ith the buYdem,' 
of aftbrding liis company now and then to a neighbour wdiosc health 
was not gLrong, or hi.s spirits equal. lie might meet," lie said, 
*• occasioiiiDly, v’cry learned ^ud accomplished gentleman, who was 
in orders ifei* a Catiiolic priest, but lie lioped that w'ouJd be no jnsur- 
inountAblc objection to a man of liis^ liberality of sentiment. What," 

' lie said, “would Mr Builfr think of as an answer, if the offer should 
^ be made to him ? " • • 

“ Simply that I could uot accept of it," said Mr Butler. “ I have 
no minfl to enter into the various debates Ifetween the churches fbut 
X was brought up in mine own, have received her ordination, am 
of tlie truth of Imr doctrines, and will die under the banner 
-FiiaVe ’Unlisted to." • * 

^ What may be the value of your preferment?” said Sir Georg, 
v Staunton, “Imless I am asking an indiscreet question." « 
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Probably .owe Immlred a-year, one year with another, boduVis my* 
^*lebe and pai^Jure-CTOtind.” 

And you Rcrujnc to exebauffe that for twelve linndred a-year, 
without alle^in^^ any daimiin ^ differenee of doctrine betwixt the two 
churches of En^^hind and Scotland ? ” " 

“ On that, sir, I liac^e reserved my judgment ; there may be much 
ffoolT, and theio are certainly saving* means in both, but every inui/ 

■ must act accordiiiff to his own lig^lits. I hope I have done, and am in 
the course of doin^, my Master’s work in this Hig-liland parish ; and 
it would ill become me, for the sake of lucre, to leave my sheep in 
the wilderness. But, even in the temporal view which you have taken 
of the matter, Sir Georffc, this hundred pounds a-year of stipend ln\tL’ 
fed aiid clothed us, aud left us nothing^ to wish for ; my father-in-law’s 
succession, and other circumstances, have added a small estate of 
about twice as much more, and how we are to disj)ose of it I do not 
know— So I leave it to you, sir, to think if I wtire wise, not having the 
wish or opportunity of spending tliree hundred a-year, to covet the 
possession of four times that sum.** 

‘‘This is philosophy,’* said Sir George; “I have heard of it, but 1 
never saw it before.** 

“It is common sense,** replied Butler, “which accords with philo- 
sophy and religion more frequently than pedants or zealots arc apt to 
admit.** 

Sir George turned the subject, and did not again resume it. Al- 
though they travelled in Sir George’s chariot, he seemed so much 
fatigued with the motion, that it 'was necessary for him to remain for 
a day at a small town called Mid-Calder, which was their first stage 
from Edinburgh. Glasgow occupied another day, so slow were their 
motions. 

They travelled on to Uuinharton, where they had resolved to lea ve 
the equipage, and to hiijc a, boat to take them to the shores near th(‘ 
Manse, aS the Gare-Loch lay betwixt them mid that point, besides tlic 
impossijiility of travelling in that district with whcel-cariiagcs. Sir 
George’s volet, a man of trust, accompanied them, as also a footnuaii ; 
the grooms were left with the carriage. Just as41iv, arraiigemont 
yiAiA completed, which was about four o’clock in the afternoon, an ex- * 
prcfts arrived from Sir George’s agent in Edinburgh, with a pacltei, 
which ho opened and read with gTcat attention, a])pearing much 
interested and agitated by the contents. Tlie packof liad been 
despatched very soon after their leo^ifig Edinburgh, but fhe messen- 
ger had missed the travellers by passing througlie Mid-^Jder in the 
night, and over-shot liis eiTand by getting to Rosencaih befoi^e them. 
He was now on his return, after having wstited more than four-and- * 
twenty hours. Si^ George Staunton instantly wrote back an answer, " 
and, rewarding the messenger liberally, desired him not to sleep till 
he placed it in his agent’gf hands. ^ « 

At length they endiarkcd in the boat, which had waited for them 
some time. During their voyage, which was slow, for they wi^' 
obliged to row the whole way, and often agEiiist the tid^‘ Sir^eorge 
Staunton’s inquiries ran chiefly on the subject of the Highland banditti " 
imo, hod. infested that country since tlie year 1745. Buffer inforraei,^ 
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^ him, mai^ of them were not native I7ig:h]au(le)»,*Sut gfipsicB, * 
linkers, and other men of desperate fortunes, wdio hau tiiken advaiA • 
tage of the confusion introduced by the civil wiir, the ffenefal discon- 
tent of the mountaineers, and the unsettled state of pmice, to practise 
their plunderinjr trade with more audacity. Sir Georg^e next inquir- 
, ed into their hves, their habits, whether thei violences which they 
.;Committcd were not sometimes atoned for by acts of £fenerosit)> cngd 
whether they did not possess the virtues, as well as tlie vices, o? 
savagre tribes ? 

Butler answered, that certainly they did sometimes show sparks of 
; generosity, of which even the worst class of malefactors are seldom 
utterly divested ; but that their evil propensities were certain and re- 
gular principles of action, while any occasional burst of virtuous feel- 
ing was only a transient impulse not to be reckoned upon, and excit- 
ed probably by some singular and unusual concatenation of circum- 
stances. In discussing these inquiries, \vluch Sir George pursued with 
an apparent eagerness that rather surprised Butler, the latter chanced 
to mention the name of Donacha Dhu na Dunaigh, with which the 
reader is already acquainted. Sir George caught the sound up 
eagerly, and as it it conveyed particular interest to his ear. lie made 
the most minute inquiries ccnceming thd man whom he mentioned, 
the number of his gang, and even the appearance of those who be- 
longed to it. Upon these points Butler could give little answer. The 
mail had a name among the lower class, but his exploits were consid- 
erably exaggerated ; he had always one or two fellows with him, but 
never aspired to the command of above three or four. In short, he 
knew little about him, and the small acquaintance he had, had by no 
means inclined him to desire more. 

“ Nevertheless, •! should like to see him some of these days." 

“ l^hat would be a dangerous meeting, Sir George, unless you mean 
we oi’o to see him receive his deserts from thq law, and then it wore 
a melancholy one.” 

“ Use every man according to his deserts, hlr Butlci', and ^ho slmll 
escape whipping? But I am talking riddles to you. I Mill cjiinlaiii 
them more fi^y to j^ou when I have spoken over the subject Muth Lady 
- Stamiton.— Pull nway,jaiy lads,” he added, addressing himscFlo the 
rowers ; the clouds threaten us with a storm.” ^ * 

In fact, the dead and heavy closeness of the air,*the huge piles or 
clouds wljg;h assembled in the western horizon, and glowed like a fur- 
nace under the jnhuciice of tlfe setting sun — that awful stillness in 
which nattre seems to expect the Wiander-biirst, as a condemned 
soldier* waits for the platoon-fire wWeh is to stretch liim on the earth, 
all betokened a speedy stfirm. Large broad drops fell from time t(» 
time, and induced the gentlemen to assume the njjat-cloaks ; hut the . 
rain again ceased, and the oppressive heat, so unusual in Scotlaiu’ 'u 
the cn^ of May, inclined them to throw thefn aside. “ There is soine- 
, thing solemn in this delay of the storm,” said Sir George ; “ it seems 
'tef it siispeuded its peal till it solemnized some important event in 
. the wdRd d^^v.” • 

Alas! " replied Butler, *'what are we, i hat the laws of nature 
.should correspond in their march with our ephemeral deeds or suffer- 
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inffs ? The doucis will burst when surcliargfed with tne dcctrit 
whetlier a. ^o\t is falliiiff at that instant from tlic cliffs of Arran, oi *ii 
hero expiring? on tlie field of battle he has won.” 

" The mind deh'^hts to deem it otherwise,” said Siv George Staun- 
ton ; “ and to dwcU on the fate of humanity as on that which is tiio 
prime central moveiifent of tlie mighty machine. AVe love not tor 
. tbirit that we shall mix with the ages that have gone before us, av 
these broad black rain-drops iningie 'with the waste of w'atcrs, making 
a trifling and momentary eddy, and arc then lost for ever.” 

« AV ever ! — we are not — ^>ve cannot be lost for ever,” said Butler,^ 
looking upward ; “death is to us change, not consummation; aiidt 
the commencement of a new existence, corresponding in character to 
the dehds which wc have done in tlie body.” 

While they agitated these grave subjects, to whicli the solemnity 
of the approaching storm naturally led them, their voyage threatened 
to be more tedious than they expected, for gusts of wind, which rose 
and fell with sudden impetuosity, swept the bosom of the firth, and 
impeded the eftbrts of the iwers. I'hcy had now only to double a 
small head-land, in order to get to the proper landing-place in. the 
mouth of the little river ; hj[it in the state of the weather, and the boat 
being heavy, this was like to be a w'ork of time, and iu tlie mcanwliilc 
they must necessarily be expos,e^d to the storm. 

“ Could wc not lantl on this of the head-land,” asked Sir G corgo, 

“and so gain some shelter?” 

Butler Icnew of no landing-place, at least none affording a con^ 
venient or even practicable passage up the rocks which sm’rounded 
the shore. 

“ Think again,” said Sir George Staunton ; “ the stonn will soon 
he violent.” • 

“ Hout, ay,” said one of the boatmen, “ there’s the Caird's Gove ; 
but we diiiiui tell the inmistcr about it, and 1 am no sure if 1 can stcci' 
the boat to it, the bay is sae fu’ o’ shoals and sunk rocks.” 

“ Try,” said Sir George, “and l*will give you half-a-guiuea.” 

The old follow took the helm, and observed, “ that if tlu'y could get 
in, there was a steep path up from the beach, and lialf-\ n-liour’s wilk 
from thence to tlie Manse.” 

< “rA.re you sure you know the way?” said Butler to the old 
mail. 

• “ I maybe kend it a wee bettor fifteen years syne, wWii Dandie 
Wilson was in the firth wi' his clean-ganging lugger. I ifliud Dandie 
^ had a wild young Eiiglisher wi’ him, that they catl ”• 

“ If you chatter so much,” said Sir George Staunton, “you will 
i have the boat on the Grindstone— bring that white rock in a line with 
tlie steeple.” , •* 

By G— d,” said the veteran, staring, “ I think your honour keiis 
the bay as weel as me — ^Your honour’s nose has been on the Griud- 
slono ere now, Tm thinking.” 

As they spoke thus, they Approached little cove, whi^, fflS- 
ccaled Dchiud crags, and defended on every point by shallows and 
sunken rocks, could scarce be discovered or approached, except by 
those intimate with the navigation. An old shattered boat was fdread^ 
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ferawnjLip tlj§ l)cai‘li within the cove, close beneath t}ie"trces, and 
\Tjjth precautions for concealment. ^ 

Upon observing this vessel, Butler remarked to his ccAapailion, “ It 
is impossiblotfor you to conceive, Sir George, the difficulty I have had 
with my ])Oor pt?ople, in teaching them the guilt and the danger of 
til is contraband trade— yet they have perpetuaUi^ before their eyes all 
tts dangerous consequences. I do not know anything that morcji^- 
fectuallV depraves and ruins their moral and religious principles.”^*** 
Sir George forced himself to say sometlung in a low voice, about 
Iho spirit of adventure natural to youth, and that unquestionably 
finally would bocoiuc wiser as they grew older. 

< 'foo seldom, sif,” replied Butler. “ If tlicy Lave been deeply en- 
gaged, and especially if they have mingled in the scenes of violence 
and blood to wliicli their occupation naturally leads, I have observed, 
that, sooner or later, they come to an evil end. Experience, as well 
as Scripture, teaches us, Sir George, that mischief shall hunt the 
violent man, and that tlie bloodthirsty man shall not live half his 
days— But take my arm to help you ashore.” 

. isir George needed assistance, for he w'as contrasting in his altered 
thought the different feelings of mind and frame with which he hod 
formerly frequented the same place. As they landed, a low growl of 
Ihmider was lieard at- a distance. 

*• That is ominous, Mr Butler,” said Sir George, 

“ Iniomdt loivum — it is ominous of good, then,” answered Butler, 
imiling. 

The boatmen were ordered to make the best of their way round 
the head-land to the ordinary landing-place ; the two gentlemen, fol- 
lowed by their servant, sought their way by a blind and tangled path, 
through a close copsewood to the Manse of Knocktarlitie, wnerc their 
arrivfd was anxiously expected. 

The sisters in vain luui expected their husbands* return on the pre- 
ceding day, which was that appomted by Sii* George's letter. The 
delay of the travellers at Caldcrnad occasioned this breach of appoint- 
mciit. "J'Ikj inhabitants of the Manse began even to doubt wmethcr 
they would arnve on the present day. Lady Staunton felt this hope 
of delay as a bncf reprieve ; for she (Ircaded the pangs which hqr hus- 
band’s pride must nndei’^^o at meeting with a sister-in-law, to whom 
the whole of his unhappy and dishonourable luatory "was too well 
known. She knew% whatever force or constraint he might put upon 
his feeliiiglf^iii public, that sh(f herself must be doomed to see them 
display thcinsclv A i^ full vehemence iu secret,— consume his health, 
d(?atroy his temper, and render him <it once an object of dread and 
.compassion. Again and <igaiu she cautioned Jeaiiie to display no 
i^okeiis of recognition, In it to ijeceive him as a perfect stranger, — and 
again and again Jeaiiic renewed her promise to*corai)ly with her 
wishes, o • 

Jeanie herself eould not fail to hestow' an anxious thought on the 
a'^'k^varducss of the approaching meeting ; hut her conscience was' 
- pngalleiib— and then she wts cumbered with mj|.ny household ^arcs of 
‘ an unusual nature, which, joined to the anxious wisli once more to 
fico BuUcr, jiftcr an absence of unusual length, made her extremely 
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desirous tnatthe travellers should arrive assoou as i>ossible. ,,Aiid-^ 
why should^ dis^iLse the truth? — ever and anon a thouffnt stqje‘‘» 
across her ii£ud that her gala dinner had now been postj^oued for twi) 
days ; and how few of the dislies, after every art of Jier scrapie cuisine 
bad been exerted to (iress them, could wdth any ciedit or propriety 
appeiu* again upon the third; and what w’as she to do with the rest r 
-J^pon this last sulyect she was saved the trouble of farther deliber*;^ 
:ition, by the sudden ai>pearauce of the Captain at the hend of half-a- 
dozen stout fellows, dressed and armed in the Highland fashion. 

" Goot-morrovv morning to ye. Leddy Staunton, and 1 licmc I hae 
tile pleasure to see ye weel — ^Aud goot-inorrow to you, goot Mrs Pul- 
ler — I do peg you will order some victuals and aid and pmndy for the, 
lads, for we hac been out oii firth and moor since afore daylight, and ' 


ler— I do peg 
lads, for we h 

a' to no purpose neither — Cot tarn ! ” 

So saving, he sate down, pushed back his brigadier wig, and wiped 
his head with an air of easy importance ; totally regardless of the loolc 
of well-bred astonishment by which Lady Staunton endeavoured to 
make him comprehend that he was sissuming too great a liberty. 

“It is some comfort, when one has had a sair tussle," contmued^ 
the Captain, addreasing Lady Staunton, with an air of gallantry, 

“ that it is in a fair leudy’s service, or in the service of a gentlemen 
whilk has a fair leddy^whilk is the same thing, since sci*viiig the hus- 
band is serving the wife, as Mrs Putler docs very wcel know.” 

“Really, sir,” said Lady Staunton, “as you seem to intend this 
compliment for me, I am at a loss to know what interest Sir Georgo*^ 
or I can have in your movementd this morning.” 

“ O Cot tarn l—this is too cruel, my leddy— as if it not py 
special express from his Grace’s honourable agent aiid conimidsioiier 
at Edinburgh, with a warrant conform, that I was to seek for and ap - 
prelieiid Doiiacha dhu na Duiiaigh, and pring liim pefore myself ami 
Sir George Staunton, that he may liave his deserts, that is to say, the 
gallows, whilk lie hil^ doubtless^ deserved, i>y peing the means of 
frightening your leddyshij), as weel as for soinclliing of less impor- 
tance.” 


“ Frightening me ! ” said her ladyship ; “ why, I pever wrote to 
Sir George iibout my alarm at the waterfall.” ^ 

’ “/ITien he must have heard it otherwise; for what else can give 
him sic an earnest tesirc to sec tins rapscallion, that 1 nuiuii ripe the ' 
haill mosses and muirs in the country for him, as if I were to get some- 
thing for finding him, when the pest o’t miglit pc a pall through my 
prains ^ ■ 

“ Catrrebo really true, that itis on 8ir Ocorg^o s account that you 
have been attempting to apprehend this fcHow ? ” 

“Py Cot, it is for no other cause that I know than his honour’Sj^ 
pleasure ; for tlicf creature might hae gone on in a decent quiet way 
for me, sae lang as he respectit the D.uke’s pounds — put reason goot 
he suld be tacn, audha^t to i) 0 (d,if it may pleasure ony lionourable 
bhentlemaii that is the Duke's friend — Sae I got the express 
night, end I caused worn half a score of pretty lads, and was up iu ^ 
the morning pefore the sim, and I garr’dthe lads take their Kilts ana - 
short coats.^' e 
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“ I wonder you did that, Cajjtain,” said Mrs ifutler, you 

know^the act oT parliament against wearing the llmhlsmd dress.*^ 

• “ Hout, tout, ne’er fash your thumb, Mrs Piitlcr. The law is put Iwa-^ 
three years auld yet, and is ower young <to hae come oifr length ; and 
pesides, how is jfie lads to climb the praes wi’ time tamn’d breckens 
on them ? It makes me sick to see them. Put ony liow, I thought 
••I kend Doiiacha's haunts gey and weel, and I ms at the place v/hcre 
he had rested yestreen ; for I saw the leaves the limmers had lah>\y^ 
and the ashes of them ; by the same token, there was a pit grecshoch 
puriiing ye(.. I am thinking they got some word out o’ the island 
what was intended— I semght every glen and clench, as if I had been 
'deer- stalking; put toil awauft* of his coat-tail could 1 see— Cot tarn 1” 

“ lie ’ll be .away down the firth to Cowal,” said David ; and llcuben, 
who had been out early that nioriiiug a-nutting, observed, “ ’I'liat he 
had Hoiai a boat making for the Caird’s Cove ; ” a place well known to 
the buys, tliougli their less adventurous father was ignorant of its 
existence. 

' ‘‘Py Cot,” said Dmicaii, “thou 1 will stay here no longer than to 
trink this very liorn of prandy and water, for it’s very possible the;^ 
will po ill the wood. Donacha’s a clever fellow, and iiiaype thinks it 
iKsst to sit next the chiinley wdien the him reeks, lie thought nae- 
hody would look for him sac near haiidl 1 peg your leddysliip will 
excuse my aprupt departure, as 1 will return forthwith, and! ivill 
either priiig you Donucha in life, or else his head, whilk 1 dare to say 
will be as satisfactory. And I lioiie to pa?»s a pleasant evening with 
your leddyshi]) ; and I liojic to have mine revenges on Mr Puller at 
liackgaminoij, for the four pennies whilk he won, for he will pe surely 
at homo s()on, or else he will have a wet journey, seeing it is apoutto 
pc a scud.” 

Thus saying, with many scrapes and bows, and apologies for leav- 
ing them, which were very readily received, and reiterated assurances 
of his speedy return (of the sincerity whereof JVlrs llutler entertained 
no doubt, so long as her best gi’eyheard of brandy was upon duty), 
Diincaii left the Manse, collectecf his fullow'ers, and began to scour 
the close and entangled wood wliich lay between the little glen and 
the Caird’s Cil»ve. David, who was a favourite with the Captain, on 
account of his spirit aipl courage, took the opportunity of escapiug, 
to attend the investigations of that great man. " . t 


CHlPTEU UI. 

1 di(f sciul for thcc, 

* ** * * * * 

Tlmt Talbot’s maine might bo In thco revived. 

When sapless age, ami -weah unable Ural^U* 

Should bring thy Hither to Ills drooping chmr. 

But— O mnllgnant and Ill-bodlnirstarNl— 

First Fart <\f Henry ihs Sixth, 

' DuiftiAN and his part# had not proceeded very far in tlie^irection 
of the Oaiql’s Cove before they heard a shot, winch was quickly fol* 
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lowed byViic or others. “ Some tamn’d villaius^mov»ff the roe^ 
deer,” said Duncan ; “ look sharp out, lads.” * 

The clash qf swords was next heard, and Duncan and his myrmi- 
dons, hastening? to the spot, found Butler and Sir George Staunton’s 
servant in the hands of four ruffians. Sir George himself lay 
stretched on the ground, with his drawn sword in his hand. Duncan, 
who was as a brave tto a lion, instantly fired his pistol at the leader of 
ytW^band, unsheathed his sword, cried out to his men, Claymore! 
and run his weapon through the body of the fellow whom he had 
previously wounded, who was no other than Donacha dim iia 
Dimaigh* hiinscll*. The other banditti were speedily overpowered, 
excepting one young lad, who made wonderful resistance for hiy 
yeai’s, and was at length secured with difficulty. 

''Butfer, so soon as he was liherated from the ruffians, ran to raise 
Sir George Staunton, but life had wholly left him. 

A creat misfortune,” said Duncan ; “ I think it will pc pest that 
I go forward to intimate it to the coot Icddy. — Tavie, my dear, you 
hae smelled pouther for the first time this day — take my sword and 
hack off Doiiaclia’s head, whilk will pc coot practice for you against ^ 
the time you may wish to do the same kindness to a living shentle- " 
man — or liould, as your father does not approve, you may leave it 
alone, as he will pe a greater object of satisfaction to Lcddy Staunton 
to see him entire ; and I hope she will do me the credit to pelievo 
that I can afenge a shentleinan’s plood fery speedily and well. ’ 

Such was the observation of a man too much accustomed to the * 
ancient state of manners in the Highlands, to look upon the issue of 
such a skirmish as anything worthy of wonder or emotion. 

We will not attempt to describe the very contrary effect which the 
unexpected disaster produced upon Lady Staunton, when the bloody ’ 
corpse of her husband was brought to the house, where she expcctoil 
to meet him alive and well. All was forgotten, but that he was the^ 
lover of lier youth ; and'whatever were his faults to the world, that he 
had towards her exhibited only those that arose from the ineijuality 
spirits and temner, incident to a situation of unparalleled difficulty. 
In the vivacity of Jicr grief she gave way to all the natural irritability 
of her temper ; shriek followed shriek, and swoon succeeded to swoon 
It reflitirod all Jeanie’s watchful affection to prevent her from making 
r^knoivn, in these paroxysms of affliction, much which it was of the 
highest imnortaiicc that she should keep secret. 

At length silence and exhaustion .succeeded to frenzy, and Jeanic 
stole out to take counsel with her husband, and to e.Vliort him to 
.anticipate the Captain’s inteifcrjcnce, by taking possession, in Lady 
♦Staunton’s name, of the private papers of her deceased hiishand. To 
the ntlcr astonishment of Butler, she now, for the first time, explained 
the relation betwixt herself and Lady Staunton, wli^ch authorized, 
nay, demanded, that he should prevent any stranger from being un- 
necessarily made acquainted with her family affairs. It was in such 
a crisis that Jeanie’s active^ and undaunted habits of virtues 
exertion were most conspiciufiis. While Daptiiiii’s attention was 
fetill engKged by a iirolonged refreshment, and a very tedious exami- 
nation, in Gaelic and English, of all the prisonei\s, and* every othDr 
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^v/itnc#s o) the^atal traiiSAcfion, she had the bod}’ of lifer brother-in-^ 
kiw undressed and properly disposed. It then apoetu-ed, /rora tlie^ 
criicitix, the beads, and the shirt of hair which lie wore next his 
person, that^liis^sensc of ffuilt had induced him to receive the dogmata 
of a religion, which pretends, Ivy the maccralioii of the body, to 
-.expiate the crimes of the soul. Int,lic packeteof papers whieli the 
exjiress had brought to Sir George Staunton from Jklinburgh, 
which Butler, authorized-by his connection with the deceased, did not 
scruple to exaraiiio, he found new and astonishing intelligence, which 
gave him reason to thank God lie had taken that measure. 

. Ratcliffc, to' wdiom all sorts of misdeeds and mir;.docrs wore 
familiar, instigated by the promised reward, soon found himself in a 
condition to trace the infant of these unhappy parents. The Voinhii 
to whom Meg Murdockson had sold that most unfortunate child, had 
made it the companion of her wanderings and her beggary, until lie 
was about seven or eight years old, when, as RatclifFe learhcd from a 
companion of hers, thou in the Correction house of Kdiuburgh, she 
sold him in her turn to Donaclia dim iia Duiiaigh. This man, to 
/ whom no act of mischief was unknown, was occasionally an agent in a 
horrible trade then carried on betwixt Scotland and America, for supply- 
ing the plantations with servants, by moans of kidnapping, ns it was 
termed, both men and women, but especially cliikiren under ago. 
Here Ratclidc lost siglit of the boy, but luid no doubt but Donaclia 
Dhu could give an account of him. The gentleman of the law, so 
often mentioned, despatched therefore an express, with a letter to 
Sir George Staunton, and aiiotlicr covering a warrant for apprehen- 
sion of Donaclia, wilh instructions to the Captain of Kiiockaunder to 
exert his utmost energy for that purpose. 

' Possessed of this iiiforinntioii, and with a mind agitated by the 
most gloomy apprehensions, Butler novr joined the Captain, and ob- 
tained froui him with some difficulty a sight of the examinations. 
These, witli a few questions to the elder of the prisoners, soon con- 
firmed the most dreadful of Butler’s anticipations. We give the 
heads of the information, without descending into miiuite details. . 

Donaclia Dku had indeed purchased Effie s unhappy child, with the 
purpose of selling it to ||Lhe American traders, whom he had hopn in 
the nabit of supplying with human flesh. But no opportunity occurroik* 
for some time, and the boy, who was known by the name of “The 
Whistler ,imade some impression on the heart and affections even f>f 
this rude savagt^ perhaps because he saw in him flashes of a spirit 
as fierce and vindictive as his own. When Donaclia struck or 
threatened liim~a very common ocdlirrence— he did not answer wilh 
■complaints and entreatieS like other children, but with oaths and 
efforts at revenge — he had aH the wild merit, too,i>y which Woggar- 
wolfe’s arrow-bearing page won the hard heart of Kis master : 

Like a w!ld cub, rear’d at the ruffian’s ftet, 

Uo could say biting jests, bold ditties sing. 

And quaff Jds foaming bump^ at the board, 

‘With all t;ft mockery of a man.^ 

1 Ethwoia. 
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f In sliort, nsf' Donacha Dhn said, the Whistler was a bom frap oj * 
Satan, aixl therefore he should never leave liira. Accordin^jly, frpju 
his elventh year forward, ho was one of the band, and offeen enffaffed 
in acts of violence. The last of these was more immediately occa- 
sioned by the researches which the Whistler’s real father made after 
hin^hom ho liad beftn taught to consider as siicli. Honacha Dim's " 
ftsSfrs had been for some time excited by the strength of tlie means 
which began now to be employed against persons of hjs description. 
He was sensible he existed only by the precarious indulgence of 
his namesake, Duncan of Knockdunder, who was used to boast 
that he could put him down or string him up when he had a' 
mind. . He resolved to leave the kingdom by means of one of those 
sloops which were engaged in the traffic of his old kidnapping 
friends, and which was about to sail for America ; but he was de- 
sirous first to strike a bold stroke. 

The ruffian's cupidity was excited by the intelligence, that a 
wealthy Englishman was coming to the Manse — ^hc had neither for- 
gotten the Whistler's report of the gold he had seen in Lady Staun- 
ton’s purse, nor his old vow of revenge against the minister; and, to 
bring the whole to a point, he conceived the hope of appropriating 
the money, which, according to the general report of the country, 
the minister was to bring from Edinburgh to pay for his new pur- 
chase. While he was considering how he might best accomplish his 
purpose, he received the iutelligence from one quarter, that the 
vessel in which he proposed to sail was to sail immediately from 
Greenock ; from another, that the minister and a rich English lord, 
with a great many thousand pounds, were expected tlio next even- 
ing at tne Manse ; and from a third, that lie must consult his safely 
by leaving his ordinary haunts as soon as possible, for that tlie Cap- 
tain had ordered out a party to scour the glcus for him at break of 
day. Donacha laid hfs plans with promptitude aud decision. He 
embarked with the Whistler and two others of his band (whom, by 
the by, he meant to sell to the kidnappers), and set sail for the Caird's 
Cove. He intended to lurk till iiiglit-fall in the wood adjoining to 
this place, 'which he thought was too near the habitaAlm of men 
^cicite the suspicion of Duncan Knock, then break into Uutlcr's 
‘peaceful habitation, and flesh at once his appetite for plunder and 
irevenge. When Ins villainy was accomplished, his boat was to con- 
fcy him to the vessel, which, according to previous agrepTnent with 
Poe master, was instantly to set sail. ^ * 

This desperate design would probably have succeeded, but for the 
nj^ans being discovered in their lurking-place by Sir George Staun- 
ton and Butler, in their accidental w^alk from the Caird's Core 
towards the Mansef^ Finding himself detected, and at the same time 
observing that the servant carried a casket or strong-l)ox, Donacha 
conceived that both his prize and his victims were within his power, 
and attacked the trav^ers without hesitation. Shots were fiu^d 
and swords drawm on both sfues; Sir George Staunton offored thc^ 
bravest resistance till he fell,* 'ns there was ‘too mucji reason to be- 
lieve, by the hand of a son, so long sought, and now at length so 
unhappily met. * 
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Wlfilo \Butl<Sr was half-stunned with tliis intelligeiV'^r^ie lioar^e. 
•voice of Knockdunder added to his coustcniatioii, iti 

1 will take the lipcrty to take duivn the pcU-ropes, Mr Fuller, ^ 
as I iiiiif't 1)6 taking ortfcr to hang tlieao idle people up to-iiior- 
row morning, fo teach them more consideration in their doings in 
> future.” 

liutlcr entreated him to remember the acf abolishing the heri- 
table jurisdictions, and that he ought to send them to Glasgow ‘vu' 
Jnverary, to be tried by the Circuit. Duncan scorned the pro))osa.l. 

“ The" Jurisdiction Act,” he said, “ had nothing to do put with the 
- rebels, and specially not with Argvle's country ; and he would hang 
the men up all three in one row before coot Leddy Staunton's win- 
dows, which would be a great comfort to her in the morning to^ee 
tliat the co(»t gcntloraan, her husband, had been suitably afengod.” * 

And the utmost length that Butler's most earnest entreaties could 
prevail was, that lie would reserve ‘‘the twa pig carles for the 
Circuit, hut as for him they ca’d the Fusllor, he should try how he 
could fustic in a swinging tow\ for it suldiia be said that a shentle- 
maii, friend to the Duke, was Killed in his country, and his people 
didna take at least twa lives for anc/' 


Butler entreated him to spare the victim for his soul's sake. But 
Knockdunder answered, ‘‘that the soul of such a scum had been long 
the tofU's iiroperty, and that, Cot tarn ! he was determined to gif the 
tefii his duo.” 

All persuasion was in vain, fvnd Duncan issued his mandate for 
execution on the succeeding morning. The child of guilt and misery 
was sejiavated from his companions, strongly pinioned, and committed 
to a separate room, of wliicli the Captain Kept the key. 

Ill the silence of the night, however, Mrs Butler arose, resolved, if 
possible, to avert, at least to delay, the fate whicli hung over her 
nephew, especially if, upon conversing with^hiin, she sliould see any 
hope of liis being brou^it to better temper. She had a master-key 
tliat opened every lock in the liouse; and at midnight, when all was 
still, she stood before the eyes of the astonished young savage, as, 
hard bouni^wiih cords, ho lay, like a sheep designed for slaughter, 
upon a quantity of IJie refuse of flax which fdled a conicr in the 
apartment. Amid features sunburnt, tawny, grimed with dirt, hud 
obscured by his shaggy hair, of a rusted black colour, Jeanie tried "hi 
vain to,tracc the likeness of cither of Jiis very handsome parents. 
Yet ho\w could she refuse compassion to a creature so young and so 
wretched,— so much more wretched than even he himself could be 
aware of, since the murder he hrtd too probably committed with his 
own. hand, but in whiclt he had at any rate participated, was in fact a 
parricide? She placed f#od on a table near him, raised him, and 
slacked the cords on his arms^ so as to pcrrainiira to feed himselfl 
He {^retched out his hands, still smeared with blood, perhaps tliat of 
his father, and he ate voraciously and in silence.” 

“What is your first said^eanic, byway of opening, the 

conversation. ® y • 

- “The^histlcr.” / 

'• “ But your Christian name, by which you were baptized?” 
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“ I nevcVvj^q baptized that 1 know of— 1 have no otVov ii/.mo, than ^ 
i^he 'Wliistler.” • 

^ “ Poor nnhappy abandoned lad ! ” said JeaiHC. ‘‘ What would yc do 
if you could escape from this place, and the death you are to die to- 
morrow inorniiiff 

“ Join wi’ Rob Roy. or wi' Sergeant More Cameron ” (noted froe- 
bootftrs at that time), “and revenge Donacha's death on all and 
strtrary.” 

“ 0 ye unhappy boy,” said Jeanie, “ do yc ken what will come o’ 
ye w’hen ye die?” 

“ I shall neither feel cauld nor hunger nrore,” said the youtli dog- 
gedly. 

“To kt him be execute in this dreadful state of mind would be to 
Tflestroy baith body and soul — and to let him gang 1 dare not— what 
will be done ?— But he ‘is my sister’s son — my own nephew— our flcsli 
and blood — and his hands and feet are yerked as tight as cords can 
be drawn. — ^Whistler, do tlie cords hurt you?” 

“ Very much.” 

“ But if I were to slacken them yon would harm me ?” 

“ No, I would not — ^you never harmed mo or mine.” 

There may be good in him yet, thought Jennie ; I will try fail’ play 
with him. 

She cut his bonds— he stood upright, looked round with a hiiigli of 
wild exultation, clapped his hands together, and sprung from the 
ground, as if in transport on finding himself .at liberty, lie looked 
so wild, that Jeanie trembled at what she luid done. 

“ liCt me out,” said the young savaorc. 

“ I wuiiua, unless you promise ” 

“ Then I’ll make you glad to let us both out.” 

lie seized the lighted candle and threw it among the flax, nhieli 
was instantly in a name. , Jeanie screamed, and ran out (d* tlic room ; 
the prisoner rushed past her, threw open a window in the passagi', 
jumped into the garden, sprung over its enclosure, bounded tlirough 
the woods like a deer, and gained the sca-shorc. ^ Meantime, tlic lire 
"was extinguished, but the prisoner was sought in vain. As Jeanie 
kept her. own secret, the share she had in his escape was not clis- 
Cpv'ered ; but they learned his fate some time 'afterwards — ^itwas as 
v^ild as his life had hitherto been. 

The anxious inquiries of Butler at length learned, that the youth 

I ad gained the ship in which his inastel, Donacha, hpd d(v?S:iied to 
mbark. But the avaricious shiimiaster, inured hp his evil trade to 
pry species of treachery, and uisappointed of the rich booty which 
mnacha had proposed to bring aboard, sct^ircd the person of tlic 
fugitive, and liaving transported him to America, sold him as a ^avo, 
br intended servanlf, to a Virginian planter, far up the country. 
Wheu these tidings reacho^I Butler, he sent over to America rrsuifi- 
cient sum to redeem the lad from slavery, with instructions that 
measures should be taken for improving liis mind, restraining hie 
evil propeidsities, and encourajfing whalevcrfSgood might appear in 
his cnaracter. But this aid c^me too late. The young man had.^ 



^ THE HEART OF MIl)-LOTIHAIJ • ^ 405 . 

licaikd V conet)ir<acy in wliicli his inhuman master wRs put to deat^jT 
, aiulTiiid then fled to the next tribe of wild Indian’;'. lie, was neve?^, 
more hoard of ; and it may therefore be presumed tHat he lived and ‘ 
died after 4hc manner of that savage people, with wdioni his previous 
habits liad wc41 fitted him to associate. 

All hopes of the young man's reformation# being now ended, Mr 
and Mrs Butler thought it could serve no purpose to explain to I ady • 
iStaunton a history so full of horror. She remained their guest more 
than a year, during the greater part of wliich period her grief was 
excessive. Tn the latter months, it assumed the appearance of list- 
lessness and low spirits,’ which the monotony of her sister's quiet 
establishment aft'orded no means of dissipating. Effie, from her 
earliest youth, 'was never formed for a quiet low content. Fflr differ- 
ent from her sister, she required the dissipation of society to divert 
her soiTow, or enhance her joy. She left the seclusion of ‘Knocktar- 
litie with tears of sincere allcction, and after heaping its inmates 
with all she ct)uld think of that might be valuable in their eyes. But 
she did leave it ; and when the anguish of the parting was over, her 
ci(q)arture Avas a relief to both sisters. 

'Phe flimily at the Manse of Knocktarlitie, in their o\m quiet happi- 
ness, heard of the woll-dowered and beautiful Lady Staunton resum- 
ing her place in the fashionable world. I'hey learned it by more 
substantial proofs, for David received a commission ; and as the mili- 
tary spirit of Bible Butler seemed to Inwi revived in him, his good 
.behaviour qualified the envy of five hundred young Highland cadets, 

come of good liouseKS,” who were astonished at the rapidity of liis 
promotion, llouheii foUfiwed the law, and rose more slowly, yet 
surely. Eupheinia Butler, whose fortune, augmented by her aunt’s 
geueros^ity, and added to her own beauty, rendered her no small prize, 
married a lliglihind laird, who never asked the name of her grand- 
father, and wjia loaded on the occasion ^Avi^li presents from Liuly 
Staunton, whieffmade her the cm-y of all;lhc beauties ii^ Dumbarton 
and Argylc-shires. 

After blazing nearly ten years in the fashionable world, and hiding, 
like many of her compeers,' an aching lic«art with a gay demeanour — 
^aftcr declining repeated olfers of the most respectable kind for. a 
second matrimonial entfagement. Lady Staunton betrayed the inwavd. 
wound by retiring to the Continent, and taking up her abode in the 
convent Avhere she had received her education. She never took the 
veil, but ti^ed and died in sevffre seclusion, and in the practice of the 
Roman Catholm religion, in all its formtil observances, vigils, and 
austerities. • 

Jeaiiie had so much of»hcr father’s spirit as to soitow bitterly for 
this apostacy, and Butler ;joincd in her regret. ‘‘ Yet any religion, . 
however imperfect,” he said, “was better than cold scepticism, or the 
hurrying din of dissipation, which fills thc> ears of worldlings, until 
they care for none of these things.” 

Meanwhile, happy in each other, in the prosperity of their fiimiry, 
^iid theilove and lionourt»f all who knew them, this simple j^ir lived 
beloved, and died lamented. / 
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vI^EADER—Tllis tale will not be told in vain, if it BhaK be 4u»d to 
/ilnetrate the gi;pat truth, that guilt, though it may attain temporal * 
splendour, can never confer real happiness; that the evil conse- 
quences of our crimes long survive their commission, add, like the 
ghosts of the murdered, for ever liaunt the stei)s of tlte malefactor ; 
and that the patlis of virtue, though seldom those of worldly groat- ^ 
ness, are always iliose of pleasantness and peace. 


Ij Envoy i by Jedediah Cleishbotham. 


Tiiufi concludcth the Tale of ‘‘The Heart op Mid-TjOTIUAN,” 
which hath filled more pages than I opined. 1'lie Heart of Mid- 
Lothian is now no more, or rather it is transferred to the extreme 
side of the city, even as the Sieur Jean Baptiste Poquelin liath it, in 
his pleasant comedy called Le Mcdecin MalgH hdf where the simu- 
lated doctor wittily replieth to a charge, that ho had placed the heart 
on the right side, instead of the left, “ Cela Moii aufrefols wir^si, mais 
nous avonfi change toiU celaE Of which witty speech, if any reader 
shall demand the purport, I have only to respond, that I teach the 
French as well as the Classical tongues, at the easy rate of five shil- 
lings per quarter, as my advertisements are periodically making 
known to the public. 


END OF THE HEART OP ^rn>-I,pTHrAN. 



NOTES TO THE HEAET OF MID-LOTHIAN. 


Note (1), p. 27. True (fTTv CIt)Avt>. 

This ftnciotit coi*ps is now entirely disbande/l. Their last marcli to do duty at 
lIftl1ow>fair, imd Fomethinyj in it afTectfug. Their drums and fifes had been wont 
on better days to uljiy, on Ihis joyous occasion, tJio lively tune of 

" Jo( koj to UiB filir; '* 

but on this final occasion the afflicted votei'ans moved slowly to the dirije of 

" Tho liMt time 1 cftme ower the muir.” 

Note (2), p. 31. Thk Kanpix. 

'rboro is a tradition, ilrti, while n little siroatn was swollen into ft toirent by recent 
showers, tho discoiitonted voice of tho Water Spirit was heard to pronounce thc.se 
words At the same moment a man, urged on by his fute, or, in Scottish langnsge, 
fej/, arrived at a gallop, and jircparcd to cross the water. No remonstrance from the 
bystandevfi was ot’iiowcr to .stop him — ^lio plunged into the Btiearn, and perished 

Koto {li), p. 61. Toleooth op EDiNnur.cH. 

The ancient Tolbooth of Edinburgh, situated and^lescrihcd no in Cliapler VI., 
wa« built by the citimis in 16G1 .Hud destined for tho accommoantionof Parliament, as 
well ns of the High Coiuts of Justice; and at the same time for the confinetuent of 
ju'is'jiic-r.s for debt, or on criminal diargcR. Since tho year IfilO, when the present 
I’arliatneul. house was ercclcd, the Toibootli was occiipir'd as a in'i.ion only, tlloomy 
mill ilisinnl ui#it was, the situation Tn the ccutie of the High Street rendered it so 
imrtieulaily wclbaired, thj|i svlicu tho plague laid wnsto the city in lO-fif, ft affected 
none Within those nujlandioly precincts. The Tolbooth was removed, with the 
of buildings in which it was incorporated^ in the autumn of the year 1317. At that 
time the kiiiduoss of liis old sohonhcllow and friend, Robert Johnstone, Rsquire, then 
Dean of ^nild of tho city, wiili the liberal acquiescence of tho persons wlio Imd con- 
tracted for *he wqfk, procured for uie Author of Wavcrlin* tho stones which composed 
the gateway, togetho* with tl«c door, and its ponderous fastenings, which ho employ- 
ed ill decorating the entrance of his Uitcljcn- court at Abbotsford. " To such base 
offices limy we rotiirn.’* Thu application of these relica of the Heart of Mid-Ijotliian 
to serve as the postern galo tf) a court of modern offices, may be justly ridiculed as 
whimsical ; but yet it is not vdtlwut interest, tliat we see gateway through which, 
so much of the stormy politics of a rndo ago, and tho vice and misery of later times, 
had fomul their passage, now occupied in tho fiCTvj||o of rural economy. Last year, 
to complete the change, a tom- tit wan pleased to build her nest v/ithin the lock’of the 
Tolbooth, — a ntrong temptation to have committed a sonnet, had the author, like Tqny 
Lumpkin, been in a concatenation accordingly. ' 

It isfrorth montioning, tlgat an act cf bcncf3Jicnco celebrated tho dom^ition of the 
Heart of Mid-Iiothian. A nuliscrirtion, j’aiscij^nnd applied by tho worthy maglRtrate 
•nbove-menti^ed, procured the maiiuniissiou|pf most of the unfortunate debtors, con- 
jBned in the “id j^il, so that there were few or none transferred to the new Place of 
confinoroent. \ * 
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p. 58. Memorial concernino the Ml:rder op Captain pfiRTiouit. ^ 

The following inicrcsting and authentic account of the iuqiiirioa made by Crown 
Counsel into the affair of the I'ortcoua Mob. seems to liave boen draw n up by tlio 
bolicitor General. Tliu office was held in 17'17 by Charles Erskino, Ksq. 

1 owe this curious illustration to the kindness of a professional friend. It throws, 
indeed, little light ou the origin of the tumult ; hut shows how profound the Uarki.ChH , 
must have been, which so nifich investigation could not dispel. 

** Upon the 7th of September last, when the unhappy wicked murder of Captain 
Fortoous was committed, His Majesty's Advocate and Solicitor were out of town ; the 
first beyond luverncsa, and llio otlior in Annandule, not far from Carlyle ; neither of 
them knew anything of the reprieve, nor did thoy in the least suspect that any dis- 
order was to li:ip]>en. 

When the disorder happened, the magistrates and other persons concerned in tho ' 
niauageiuent of the town, scemod to be all struck of a heap : and whether, from tho 
great terro" that liad seized all the Inhabitants, they thought ane immediate inquiry 
would bo fruitless, or whctlier, being a direct insult upon the prerogative of the crown, 
they did not care rashly to intermeddle; but no proceedings was had by tiiCm. Only, 
soon after, ane express was sent to his Majestie's Solicitor, wlio came to towu as soon 
ns was possible for him ; but, in the mean time, the persons who had been most guilty 
had either run off, or, at least, kept themselves upon tho wing until they should see 
v^hat steps were taken by the Government. 

Wlien the Solicitor ai rived, he perceived the whole inhabitants under a consterna- 
tion. lie hud no materials furnished him ; nay, tho inhabitants were so niucli afraid 
of being reputed infonuers, thatveiy few people had so much as the courage to speak 
with liim on the struots. llowevcr, having received her Majestie's orders, by a letter 
from the Duke of Kuwoiistle, ho resolved to sett about tho matter in earnest, and cn- 
tored upon ane enquiry, gropcing in the dark. He had no assistance from the ningis- 
tratos worth mentioning, but called witness after witness in the privatest manner, be- 
fore himself in liis own house, and for six weeks time, from morning to evening, went 
on in the enquiry without taking the least diversion, or turning las thoughts to any 
other business. 

*'Ho tried at first what he could do by declarations, by engaging sccresy, so that 
those who told the truth should never be discovered ; made uso of no cloik, but wrote 
all tho declamliouB with his own hand, to encourage (hem to speak out. After till, f it 
somo time, ho could get notiiing but ends of sturies, which, when pursued, broke off ; 
and those who apneared, and knew anything of the nuitter, were under the utinu^t 
terror, lest it should take air that thoy had mentioned any oiio man as guilty 

“During tho course of the enquiry, tho run of the town, which was strong for the 
villanuus .nctora, begun to alt^r a little, and when they saw the King’s servants in 
earneat to do thoir best, the generality, who before had spoke very warmly in defence 
of the wiekednofj.s, begun to bo silent, and at that period more of the criminals began 
to abscond. 

At length tho enquiry began to open a little, and the Hollicitor was under sonic 
difficulty how to proceed. Ho very well saw that^he first wairaud thai was issued out 
would start tho whole gang ; and as he had not come at,;iny of the most notorious < 
offenders, he was unwilling, upon tho slight evidence he imd, to b.‘gin. However, 
Upon notico given him by Generali Moyle, that one King, a butclier in the Cunongate, 
had boasted, in presonce of Bridget Knell, a soldier’s wife, the morning after Captain 
Forteous was hanged, that he had a very uctivo hand in the mob, a warrand was issued 
out, and King was apprehended and imprisoned in tho Canongato tolbooth 

This obliged tbo Hollicitor immediately to take up those agemst whom he had any 
»*""tion. By a signed declaration, William Stirling, apprentice to James Stirling, 

It in Edinburgh, was charged asliaveing been at the Kelhcr-Bow, after the 
>re shutt, with a Lochaber ax, or holliert in his hand, and liaveitig began a 
died upon the hoad of the mob towards i^io Guard. 

Bniidwood, sea to a candlemaker in town, was, by a signed declaration, 

18 havoing been at the Tolbooth door, givcing directions to tho mob about 
ire to tho door, and that the mob named him by his name, and asked liia 

advice. 

* ‘ By another declaration, one Stoddart, a journeyman .smith, was charged of haveing 
boasted piibliekly, in a bmitli's shop ab ^^eith, Uiat he had assisted in breaking men tlia 
^'QlUootli dobr. 

Iter Traill, a journeyman wrlghb,^ bv one of the declarations, was also accused ol. 
Ing lockt tho ^ ether- bow Port when it was ahutt by the mob. ^ 
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Hitt ]aajest]|s Sullicitor having these Informations, iiu^Joyed jilfivafclv such persoi!!^ 
as liir colld best rely on, and the truth was, there were very few in whom lie coh*u 
repose conHdcuco. iiut ho wiis, indeed, faithfully served by ovfi Webster, a soldier 
in tho Welsh fuzilcers, recommondod him by Lieutenant Alshton, who, with very 
great addrcsl, informed hiinself, and really run some risque in getting his information, 
concerning the places where tho persons informed against used to haunt, and how 
they might be seized. In consequence of which, a party of tlie Guard from the 
Canongate was agreed on to march up at a certain hoiiMt when a message should be 
sent. The Sollicitor wrote a letter and gave it to one of the town officers, ordered to ‘ 
attend Captain Maitland, one l f the town Captnigs, promoted to that command since 
the unhappy accident, who, indeed, w'as extremely dihgent and active throughout 
the whole; and haveliig got Stirling and Draidw'ood apprehended, dispatched the 
officer with the letter to tho military in the Canongate, who immediately begun 
their march, and by tho time the tiolltcitor had half examined the said two persons in 
the Uurrow-rooin, where the magistrates were present, a puny of fifty men, drums 
beating, marched into tlie J^irliainent close, niid drew ii;>, which wa» thp first^hing 
that struck a terror, and from that time torward, the insolence was succeeded by 
tear. 

“ Stirling and Tiraidwood were immediately sent to the Castle and imprisoned. Tliut 
" came night, Stoddart tlio smith was seized, and he was committed to the Castle also ; 
ns was likewise Traill the journeyman wright, who were all severally examined, and 
denyed the least accession. 

In the metin time, the enquiry wns going on, and it haveing cast up in one of the 
’ declarations, that a hunip’d-liiickcd creature marched with n giiu as ono of the guards 
to Porteiis when lie went up to the Lawn Maikett, the pt i aon who emitted this 
deeluration, w'as employed to walk the ei routs to see if he could find him out ; nt last 
he came to the Sollicitor and told him he had found him, and that ho was in a certain 
house. AVhcrcupon a warraud was is.sued out against him, and he was apprehended 
and sent to the Castle, and he proved to he one llirnie, a helper to tho Countess of 
Weerays’s coachinnu. * 

“Thereafter, ane iiiform'ilion wns given In against William M*Lauchliin, ffootinan 
to the said Countess, he havoing boon veiy active in tho mob ; ftor sometime he kept 
himself out of the w'.iy, but at lust ho was a]iprehendud and likewise coiumitted to the 
Casile. 

“ And these were all the prisoners who were putt under confinement in that place. 

“There were other [lersons imprisoned in tho Tolbooth of Edinburgh, and bcvoralls 
n<fain'<t whom warr.inds were issued, but could not be apprehended, whose nanica and 
cases shall afterwards he more particularly taken notice of. 

“Tho ffriends of Stirling made uii application to tho EnrI of I.sluy, Lord Justicc- 
Genorull, setting furih, that he was seised with u hlcj^dy fflux ; that his life w.ia in 
danger; and that upon ane exuminatiou of witnesse.s whobc numes were given in. It 
would appear to conviction, that he had not the least access to any of the riotous pro* 
(.codings of that wicked mob. 

“ This petition was by his Lordship putt in the hands of h>*i Majestie’s Sollicitor, 
who cxamiiiod the witnesses; and by their testimoiues it appeared, that the young 
man, wlio was^ot above uightuRn years of age, w.is that iiiglit in company .with about 
..half a (lozon companions, inea public house in Stephen Law’s cIohs, near the back* of 
tho Guard, where they ali rcnjaiiicd untill the noise came to the huuKu, that the iifTTA 
had shut the gatc>.s and seized Lho Guard," upon which the company broke up, and 
lie, and one of his ooiiipaniona, went toward.s his master's liouso ; and, in the comse 
of tlie af^* examination, there witness who declared, nay, Indeed swore (for 

tiio Mollicito», hy t||ia time, saw it necessary to put those ho examined upon oaili), that 
ha met him j Stirling )«iftcr bo cntc'rcd into tlie alley where his master lives, going 
towards his house; niid aiunlior witness, thlloiv-prentice with Stirling, declares, that 
after the inch had seized tlK^Cu.ard, ho xrent lioine, xvhere he found tStirliiig before 
liim ; and that iiis master lockt the door, and kept ihoiu both at home till aftew 
twelve at night: upon weighing flf whicli testimonies, andeupoii coiisidpration had,'' 
Timt he was charged by tlio declaration only of one person, who really did not appear 
to bo a witness of the greatest xvoiglit, and tliat his lifeewas in danger from the imprison* 
insnt, he was admitted to baill by tho Lord Justiuc-Generall, liy whose warraiid ho was 
committed. 

“ Draidwood’s friends applycd in the same manner; but as ho stood charged by more 
than onc^witness, he w'ns not pleased— tho*, indf^d, tho witnesses addiiccdPfor him say 
noinewhat in his exculpation — that he does n, jit seem to havu been upon any original 
(iencert; and ^ne of the wilnesees si^ys he wu^ along w|*.U him at lho Tolbooth door^ 

* ■ ' » • 
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. ■Mid leluHoa wliui K faiM iigoiubt liiiu, with rogard to his having advised the burning of 
lito TolbooUi door. Uut lie ruinaius still in prison. ' T i; 

^ “ As to the journeyman wright, he is cliavgcd by the sanw wnnesK who 

" declared agaiiibl Nth'iing, and there is nono concuris with Imii ; and to bay the trutlt 
concerning him, bo seemed to he the most ingenuous of any of them wlionvthe tiolieitor 
examined, aiul ijointcd uut a vvitncss by whom one of tho first aecoin] dices was dis< 
covered, and who esenped when the warrand was to he putt in Execution ug.iinHt 
them. 11c positively denytytiis having aliutt the gate, uud ’tis thought Traill ought 
^ to be admitted to buill. 

“As tci liirtiie, he ia charged oiilv by one witness, wbo bad never s^cu bitn heforo, 
nor knew Ids nauic ; so, tho' 1 date say the witness honestly ui-'nlioncd him, ’tis 
possildo be may he mLstakon ; and in the examination of .above 200 witnesses, there i-s 
no body concuri’S with liiiii, and lie is one iubigniflcuut little creatuic. 

** With regard to M'Laudilan, the proof is strong agvunst him by oiio wiluc&s, that 
bo ac-tsd as a sergeant or sort ^>f commander, lor some time, of u Guard, that blood 
crosiU bctw(;en the iixipor oud of the Luckenbooths and the north side of the slicoi, 
to Btop all but Incndsfrom going towards the Tolbootli ; and by other witnesses, that 
he was at tho Tolbooth dour with a link in his hand, while the operation of beating uud 
huruiiig it was going on : that he went along with tho mob with a liallmrt in hts 
band, untill be came to the gallow's stone iii the Grasamaikct, and that ho stuck llio 
halbert into tho hole of tlie gallows stone : that aflcnvurds ho went ni amongst tlie mol) 
when Captain Porteus was carried to the dyer's treo ; bo that the proof seems reiy 
heavy against him. 

“To sum up this matter with regard to the priHonej.s iu tiio Ciisile, 'tia believed 
there i.s strong proof against M'Lauchliui; there is alio proof .again, si Bi aid wood. 
But as it consists only in emission of woids said to have been had by limi while ut the 
Tolbootli door, aud tbatheisano iiisignilieaiit pitihill creature, and will llnd people to 
swear heartily iu hia favours, 'tis at best doublfull whother u jury will be gtd to coii- 
deinii luiii. 

As to those in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, John Crawford, who h.id f(*r some 
tiiUQ been cuiplujed to ring the bells iu tlie sleuple of tiio Now Cliurch of Edinburgh, 
being in company with a soldier accidentally, tho discourse falling in conccnuiig the 
Captain J'orteua and \ut, murder, as bo appeals to be u lightlioudcd lellow, he satd, 
that lie know iicople that were more guilty than any that weie putt iu prison. 
Upon this inforuiatUni, Crawfurd was sei 2 ed, and being examined, II appcarcil, that 
when tlie mob begun, as be was coincing down from the itoeplc, the jn(>b tuede the 
keys from him; that ho was that night in .sovorul corners, and did nidreil deUto 
Bovoriill persuDM wliniu ho saw there, and immediately wanands wore deftxuitclicd, 
and it was lound tln>y hud absconded and lied. But there was nu evidence 
against liiiii of any kind, .^uy, on the contrai'y, it appeared, that ho had been 
with the MagisUuccs ni C'loik's the vintner's, relating to them wiiat ho had seen 
ill the btiects. Therefore, after huveiug detained him in prison 11 •!' a veiy coii- 
Bideiable tioio, Ills IMujustiu's Advocate and Bollicitur signed a wairaiul lor his 
liberation. 

“There WHS also utio dames Wilsou incarcerated in llic baid TolbooUi, uxiou Iko 
d(?ciai-atiou of uno witness, vvlio said he saw liim oil llio stieets a gnu; and 
jhcre he lemaiiu d for same time, in older to try if a ^^oiicuiTing witness could bo.' 
touud, c>i' that he arled any part m tl’.o tragedy and wickedness. But nothing farther 
appealed against him ; and being sciy.e(l with a severe .'.ickiiLss, he is, by a warrand 
signed by hiu Majestio'>s Advocate aud Bollicitor, liberated upon giveiug snfKcient 
bttJlI. ^ 

“As to King, impiiry was made, and the ITuct conuis out bc^aaid ad excoplitm, 
tli.it ho WAS in the lodge ut tlie Nether- Bow wit ti Lindsay d ho vuiiter, and sevcial 
otlier ]tco 2 )lc, not at all concerned in Use mob. But after tho affair was over, he 
went up towards the giiaid, and having met with Kj^ialic the Turk and his wile, 
.'Mrho escaped out of puBon, they returned to his house at the Abbey, and then " 
r'tis very possible ho Jxay have thought lift inehis Iieer to boost o. villuny, in 
whicli he could not possibly liavo any share for that reason t he was desired to find 
bailk and lie should bo Ket atblibcrty. But he is a stranger and a fellow of very 
indifferent character, aud ’tie bulievcd it won't be easy for him to find baill.** Where* 
fore, it's thought lie must be sott at liberty without iU Because he is a burden 
upon the Guvemment while kuptjiu confinement, not being able to nuiintain 
himself. \ m ^ 

*' What is above is all that relates tq^ersoss iu custody. But there aro warrands our 
against a great many otlier pereous vmo had fled, particularly against bno William 
WhWe, a Journeyman baxter, who, bj^^ho cvicUmce, appears to have boRi at f Ito hegiu- 
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niag of mo||, uiid to have gone along with the drutn, from tile A^st-Porl to ttieL'4 
XfothiSr B|w, and iii said to have boeu one of those wlio attacked the giiai'd, and pror 
bahly was as deep us any one there. ^ • 

“ Information was given tliat lie was lurking at Falkirk, whci c h% was born. Where* 
upon direutitiis were sent to llic Sheriff of tho County, and a warrand from his KxcoL^^ 
Icucy (jeucrall A^ado, to the commanding officers at Stirling and Linlithgow, to assist, 
and all possible endeavours were used to catch liold of him, and 'tis &aul bo escaped 
very narrowly, having been concealed in some outhousf ; and the misfortimo was, 
that those who wefb employed m the search, did not know him personuliy. Nor, 
indeed, was it easy to trust any of iliu acqxmintuuces of so low r.bseuro a fellow with 
the secret ui tho warrund to be putt in execution. 

“ There was also strung evidence found against R'lbcrt Taylor, servant to William 
and Charles Thomsons, periwig-makers, that he acted au ane officer among the mob, 
and liu was traced Irom the gukrd to the well at tho head of Forrester’s Wynd, where 
ho htoo'l aud had the appellation of Captmn from the mob, and from that w'alkiug down 
the Boiv bdoro Captain rurteus, with liis Lochaber-nxe ; kud by the dcscriotion ^ven 
of one who liawl’d the rope by which Captain rortcus waa pulled up, ’ns believed 
I'aylor was tho person ; and 'tis fnrthor.prubable, that the witness who delated Stirling 
had mibUikon Taylor for him, their stature and nge (so far us can be gathered from the 
description) being tho same. 

“A great deal of pains were taken, and no charge was naved, in order to have cril chod 
hold of this Taylor, aud warraiida were sent to the country where ho was born ; but it 
appears he had shipt himself off for Holland, where it is said he now fs. 

“ Theio Is strong evidence also against Thomas Burns, butcher, that he was ane 
active person from the beginning of tho mob to the end of it. Uc lurkt for some time 
amongst those of his trade ; and artfully ciiouph a train was laid to catch liim, under 
pretence of a messago that had come from hl^ father in Ireland, so that he came to a 
blind alehouse in tho Flesh-market cloas, and a party being ready, wjib, by Webster tho 
soldier, who wuo upon this exploit, advertised to cornu down. However, Biirii.s escaped 
out at a hack window, and hid himself in bonie of tlfe houses which are heaped together 
upon one anotlier in that place, so that it was not possib?d to catch him. 'Tis now said 
lie is gone to Ireland to his father, who lives there. 

Tiicre 18 evidence also against one Robcit Audei'son, journeyman aud servant to 
Colin Alison, wright | and a^inst Thomas Linnon and .Tames Maxwell, both servants 
also to the said Colin Alison, who all seem to have been deeply concerned in the matter. 
Anderson is one of those who ]mtt tho rope iiiiou Captam Fortcue's neck. Liniien 
Hcenis also to liavo been very active ; and Maxwell (which is pretty remai'kable) is proven 
to have come to a 6lio]i upon the Friday before, and charged tho juurneyrnen and 
prentices there to attend in tho Parliament close ou Tuesday night, to assist to hang 
Captain Porlens. These three did early abscond, and though worraiids had been issued 
out against them, and all endeavours used to apprehciiu them, could not be found. 

One Wuldio, a servant to George Campbell, wnght, has also abocondud, and many 
otherb, and 'tis informed that numbers of them have shipt tlieiiiaslvcs off ffor tho Plun- 
tAtioius ; and upon an infoiinatioii that a ship was going off ffrom Glasgow, iii which 
scvorall of the roguos wore to transport themselves beyond beas, proper warrands were 
^ obtained, and ]^rsuns despatched to scaich the said ship, and seize any tjiat can be 
.found. • “v 


“ Thu like wan’ands had been icssued with reganl to ships from Luth. Hut whetlfftli* 
they had been sciurd, or whether the information Jiad been groundless, they had no 
eff-ct. 


This summary of tho enquirj^ drum which ii appears there Is iioprooff on which 

ouc can rely^but ofainst M*Lauchlan. There is a prooff also against Braidwood, but 
more exceptionable. * Mis Majestie’s Advocate, siuco ho came to town, hue join'd uiih 
tlie HolJicUor, aud has done his utmost to goMattbe bottom of this matter, but hitherto 
it stands its !.>■■ above represented. .Tliej’ure resolved to have thoir eyes and their ears 
open, find to do what they can. But they laboured exceedingly again:,! the stream i and it 
may truly be bad, that uoUiing wtfB wanting on their part. wNor have Uioy declined 
any labour b i answer tiic commands hud upon them to search the matter to the bottom.’' 


This Porteoui, Mon. • • 

111 the preceaing chapters (II. to Yll.) the circumstances of that extraordinary riot ' 
tiiid couwlracy, called ilie Porteous Mob, are giveA with as much accuracy ag the author 
*''/Kvas ablAo collect them. Th9order, regularity, and determined resolution witli which 
such a violent action was devised aud exocu^d, were only equalled by the secrecy 
which was obifervod conccriiiug the principal aaors. 
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Although the fivA was performed by torch>liglit, and in presence of f great inu\iitude, 
to Bomo of wlioni at least, the individual actors must have been known, '^’et no dis- 
covery was ever ma^o conceniiiig any of ilie perpetrators of tlie shiiighter. 

Two men only were bi-onglit to trial for an offence which the government were so 
fnxious to detect and punish. William M'Lauchhin, footman to llie Counted of Wcinyss, 
who is mentioned in the report of tlie Solicitor-General (page 409), against whom 
strong evidence hud been obtained, was brought to trial in March 1737, cliarged ns 
having’ been accessory to tli(. liut, armed with a Locliaber-axe. But this man (who was < 
at all times a silly creature) proved, that he was in a state of mortal intoxication during 
the time lie was present with the rabble, incapable of giving tliem either advice or 
assistance, or, indeed, of knowing wliat he or they were doing, lie was also able to 
prove, tlnit he was forced into tlio liot, and upheld while there by two bakers, who put 
a Loehaber^nxe into his land. The Jury, wisely Judging this poor creature could lie 
no proper subject of punishment, found the panel Not Guilty. The same verdict was 
given in tho casu of Thomas Llnniiig, also mentioned in the Solicitor’s memorial, wdio ' 
wiUMtried in 1738. In short, neither then, nor for a long period afterwards, was uny- 
tliing discovered relating to the organisation of the Fortcous Plot. 

The imagination of the people of Edinburgh was long irritated, and their curioMity 
kept awake, by the mystery attending this extraordinary conspiracy. It was generally 
reported of such natives of Edinburgli as, having left tho city in youth, returned witli 
a fortune amassed in foreign countries, that they had originally fled on account of their 
Hiare in tho Fortcous Mob. But little credit can bo ntUiched to these siimiisoB, a.«i in 
most of the cases they are contradicted by dates, and in none supported by nnylhing 
but vague iTimours, grounded on the ordinary wish of the vulgar, to impute the success 
of prosperous men to Btjine unpleasant source. The secret history of the Forteous Mob 
lias been till this dnv unravelled ; aiuf it boa .always been quoted ns a close, daring, .'ind 
calculated act of violence, of a nature peculiarly cbamcteristic of the Scottish people. 

Nevertheless, the author, for a considerable time, nouriabed hopes to have found 
himself enabled to throw soiqe light on this mysterious story. An old man, who died 
about twenty years ago, at tho advanced age of ninety-three, was said to have made a 
commuuicatiou to the clergyman who attended upon his dcatlibed, respecting the 
origin of tho Forteous Mob. This person followed the trade of a carpenter, and hud 
been employed us such on the ostato of a family of opulence and condition. Ills cha- 
racter in his line of life and anionpt his noighbours, w.ae excellent, and never iiiulrr- 
went the slightest suspicion. 11 is confession was said to have been to the following 
purpose : That lie was one of twelve young men belonging to the village of Falhhtad, 
whose animosity against Forteous, on aix^ount of the execution of Wilson, was so 
extreme, that they resolved to execute vengeance on him with their own huiido, rather 
than he should esca]i6 punishment. 'With this rusolutlon they cros.scd the Fuitli at 
different ferries, and randczv^aiscd at the suburb called Fortsburgli, whera their nji- 
poamneo in a body soon called numhers around them. The public mind was in kucli a 
state of irritation, that it only wanted a single spark to create an explosion ; ami this 
was afforded by tlio exertions of the small and determined band of nssoeiutos. The ap- 
pearance of premeditation and order wbicli distinguished the riot, acconling to iiis 
account, had its origu, not in any previous plan or conspiracy , hut in the character of 
tjipse who* were engaged in it. Tlic story also serveu to show wliy not 'imrof the origin,, 
M tho riot has ever been discovered, since, tlinngh in it'clf a great conflagration, its- j 
'source, according to tliis account, was from au obscure uud apparently iiiadequute 
cause. 

I liave been disappointed, however, in obtaining the evidence on wliicli this story 
iTstiu Thu present proprietor of the estate on rvliich tlie old man died (:* particular 
friend of the aullior), undertook to question the son of tiic decoaved uivthe subject. 
This person follows his futlicr’s trade, and holds the employi.ient of carpenter to tho 
Btime family. ITe admit.^, (hat hiafathCt'*M going abroad at tlio time of tho Fortooua 
Mob was popularly nttrilmted to his having been concerned iu that affair ; but adds, 
tiiat, HO far os is known to him, the old man had never made any confession to that 
effect ; and, on tho con'!.rar.v, hud uniformly dcnit;d being present. My kind friend, * 
therefore, had racourso to a'person fVoni whom he had formerly heard the story ; but 
who; cither from respect to an cld friend’s memory, or from failure of his own, hap- 
picncd to have forgotten that ever such a communication was made. So my obliging 
correspondent (who is a fox-bunter) wrote to ino that ho was completely i>lahtcd ; aud 
all that can be said witli rc.<;i)cct to (bo tradition is, that it certainly once existed, aud 
was generally believed. ,, ^ 

Note (5), f', Cl. I)uiumi:DiK.is.H. ^ i 

I>umbketlIkDa> selected as desciiptWe of the taciturn character of vibe iiuaginal^ 
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nwnrr^B r|ally tffe name of a liousc bordering on tlio King's Purkf^o Called because* , 
^ the l.ite Mf Brnui\vo(»d, an instructor of thodeaf and dumb, resided tliore with hift» 
pupils. The sitiutiou of tho real house Is different from that assigned, to tho ideal 
lu.'itiMon. f 

^ Note ((!), p. 63. Stodbnts. 

Immediately previous to the Rovolutlou, the students at tlio Edlnburgii College were 
^ violent aiiti-catholios. They wore strongly suspected of I^irniiig4he house of Priest- 
ficld, belonging to the Lord Provost ; uud certainly were gmlty of creating considerable 
nots in 1668-9. 

^ Nolo <7), p. 63. AUBORrCOLTURB. 

The author bus been flattered by theassuranco, that this naYve mode of recommend* 
i'lg nihwiculturo (wliioh was actually delivered in theso very words by n Highland 
iaiid, uhilo (jii his deatltbo'J, to his son) had so much weight with a Scottish earl as to 
lead to his pluutiug a large tract of country. 

Note (8), p. 73. Carspharn John. 

Joint Soinide, culled Car.9pbarn John, beemme n)inister of the parish in OaJInway so 
railed, w.'is a presbyteri.iii clergyman of sinmilar piety and groat zeal, of whom l*atrirk 
Walker recorda tlic following passjgc : ** That night after his wife died, he spent the 
whole ensuing night in prayer and meditation in his gordon. Tito next ntorniue, one 
of Ills cldera coming to see him, aud lamenting his great loss atid want of rest, he re- 
plied-** I derlarc I hiivo uof, all night, had oiio tliouglit of the death of my wife, I 
have been so taken up in nteditating on lionvenly things. I b.ave been thid night ou 
tho banks of Tlui, plucking an .applo here and there.' ’*--~Walker\* lionarkabU Pasitages 
of the Llje and Death of Mr John Scmplc. 

Note (9), p. 80. PisTER Wai.krr. 

3'his personage, whom it would be b.iso ingratitudb in the author to pass over without 4 
some notice, was by fir the most zealous and faithful collector and recorder of the 
actions and ottinions of the Cameron huts. He resided, while stationary, at tho Bristo 
Port of Edinburgh, but was by trwlo an itinerant niercliant, or pedlar, whlcli profes- 
sion he seems to fiavc exercised In Ireland ns well as Britain. He composed biogniph- 
Icnl noticesof Alexander Pedcti, John Semple, John Wciwood.nnd Richard Cameron, 
all iiiuiistcrs of tlie Cainoroiiiau persuasion, to which the last mentioned member gave 
tho name. 

It lit from such tracts ns these, written in the sense, feeling, and spirit of tho sect, 
and not from ttie sopliislicated narratives of a later period, that tlie real character of 
the pcrs'^cutcd ohiss is to bo gntberod. Walker writes ^ilh a simplicity which some- 
time.s slides into the burles'iue, and sometimes attains a tone of simple pathos, but al- . 
w'ays exproHsiiig the most djirlitg coufldcnce in liis own correctness of creed and soijti- 
ineuts, soniutimcs witli narrow- minded and disgusting bigotry. His turn for the 
iimrvclloiis w:is that of his time and sect ; but fbero is little room to doubt his veracity 
I concerning wliJCover he quotes on his own knowledge. His small tracts now bring a 
* very high price, especially tkc earlier and authentic editions. * 

‘ The tirade against <l.tuciiig, pronounced by D.tvid Deans, is, as intimated in the terli 
partly borrowed from Peter Wallvcr. lie notices, ns u foul reproach upon the name of 
Richard C:imerou, Hint his memory was vituperated “ by pipers and fiddlers playing 
the Cameajuinii marcli— carnal v.iig sitrings, which too many professors of religion 
d.ince to ; a^ractiee unbecoming tlic pr.7fe.s80i*s of Christianity to dance to any spring, 
but somewhat more \o<thiB. AVJiatcvcr, ” be proceeds, “ bo the many foul blots recorded 
of the saints in Scripture, none of them is ebarged with this regular lit of distraction. 

- We find it has been {iracbised||y tho wicked and profane, ns the dancing at that brntisli, 
h me action of llie r'vlf-making : aud it had been good for tliat unhappy lass, who danood 
off tho Itead of John tlie Baptist, ttiat hIio had been born a cripple, and never drawn a , 
limb to her. Historians say, that her sin wha writteu upon Tier judgment, who some- * 
time th|^arter was dancing ui>on the ice, and it brok^, and snapt the bead off her ; her * 
head d'lncotAbove, and her feet benaath. Tliere is ground to^ilnk and conclude that 
W'lieti the world's wickedness was great, dancing at their marriages was practised ; but 
wliun tlie heavens above, and the earth beneath, wore lot loose upon them with that* 
.ii^verfloadiig flood, tlioir mirthgras soon staid ; and when tho liOrd In holy justice I'alned 
' 'lire and brimstone from hoavmi upon that wicked people and city Sodom, ei^JoylugfuL 
fleas of breaii^nd idleness, their flddlestrbigsand liandswout all In a flame ; and the 
irhole iieoplein thirty miles uf length, ard t «4 of breadth, as historians say, were oU 

3d , ^ 
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, made to fry ii/tliolr nkinH ; and at llio end, wlioevcr are giving in mars ages and iJfincing^ 
all will go in n ilanio, llioy will quickly change tlicir note. • 

“ 1 liiivu f)^tLn w onrlereri tliorow my life, how any that evor knew what It wnsio bow 
a knee in rjiriieit tf> i>r.iy, durst crook a hough to fyke and flmg at a piper's and fiddler's 
Rf)rlngH. 1 hlosa the Lord that ordered iny lot so in my dancing days, xliat made the 
fear o( the bloody rope .“md biilluts to luy nock and head, the pain of hoots, thumikciis, 
and irons, cold and huiif'cr, wetness and wcarinosH, to stop iho lightnefts of my head, j 
and the nantonne<-s ,of my^^cet. What tiie never to*be-forgottcn Man of God, John ^ 
Knox, Raid hj (ine<n Mary, when she gave him that sharp challengt', which would sliike 
our mciin-spiriieil, longiio-tacked ministers dumb, for Ins giving public fKithlul wannng 
of the damror of the olinioh and nation, through hernianyiiig the Daiiuliino of Fimikc, 
wlioii he lofL lior hnl.ljling and greeting, and came to an outi r couit, wheno her J^aily 
Maries wpio fylnng and dancing, be f>aid, ‘ O brave ladies, a bravo world, if it mouM 
last, and heaven at the hinder end ! lint fyo upon tlie knavu Den Lit. tliat 4vill eer/o ^ 
upon fhoRo bodies of yours ; and where will all your fiddling and flinging he then ? ” 
Dancing being such a coiniiioii evil, especially amongst young professors, tlinf. all the 
lovi^l-n of t^io Lord should hate, has catiaod me to insist the more npon it, cRpcoially 
that foolish spi ing the Ciuneroniiir march ! Xz/r and Death of three t awous H 0 i Uiich, 
etc , by iVbr ll'n/L)', ISmo, p. .'>0. 

It ni.ay he here observed, that some of the milder class of ramenmiuns rniidc u dis- 
tinction between the two sexes dancing sopar.ately, and allowed of it ns a licalthy ttr.d 
not iinlawrul exorcise ; hut when men tiiid women mingled in spoil, il was then called 
yrnmt ic.iovs and considered as a scandalous ononnity. 


Noto(lO), ]). fiO. MCbriiAT'H Caiiin". 

Nicliol MuRchnl. a debauched and profiig.ato wretch, having conceived a h.itied 
ngaiiiHt Ms wifo, entered inbi a coubpiracy w'ith another Iniital lihoitiiic and gainldcr, 
iiamc'l (’.uni'buU of Ihinih.ink (repeatedly lucntionod in I’ennjcuiek’s satiriL.iI pounia 
of Iho lime), by whieh Oamphell nnduitonk to destroy the woman’s cl’iiMclt >•, so a - to 
eiiahlc Musihut, on lalse protences, to obtain a di voice from her. Tin* hint.il ih vices 
to which llieso worthy accomphcoB lostored for that piirpoKo havlnt^ failed, they eii- 
ilervomrd to dcbtroy her by adiiiiuij.lcrh'g nwlieinc of a d,ingerou» him.1, and in vAtia- 
111 ni nary qn.ii. titles'. 

This pill pose also failing, Niebol Mu chat, or Miiachot, did llimlly, on the I7th 
Oetobor 1720, carry Ins wile under cloud of night to the King’s Park, ndiaecnt to what 
is called the Dukes Walk, near Holyrood Palace, and there took her life by enlting 
lier llii'iiat ulnio.st. quite through, and inflicting other wounds, lie ])lcnded guilty to 
Iho indictment, for winch ho sulTored death, llis nrsociutc, Campholl, was aenteiiccd 
ti» iiaiis]ioitatinii for his bhtirc in the previous eonspiruey. Kee .l/ecXawn'/i’.s Cruninal 
pages (it and 7.'KS. ' 

In inemoiy, and at thcsnine time execration, of the deed, n nurn, or pile of sbajii, 
liiiig inaiUcdlho ^pot. Il is now almo.st totolly removed, in eonscqiiuncc of an aJlera- 
lioii on the ro.'ul in that place. 


Note (11), p. 110. Hangman, or Lockaian. ^ . 

so called from the small quantity of meal (f^hofticc, Io<l') which ho wan 
cmitiud to take (nil of every boll exposed to niaiKet in the city. In Edinhurgh, tlie 
duty has bct>n very long ciuiunuU'd ; but in Dumfries, the finixhor of the law slill cmt- 
cifie-H, or did lat(‘ly cxcrciso, hi-* privilege, the (juantity taken lieing u gnl.Ued by a 
small iron ladle, which houses hm the nicMMireof r is ])erquiriiLu. Tho cxorfsaion loth', 
for a H’liall quantiiy uf any re.aihly divisible dry suhstance, as conf, rncai, flax, or the 
like, is fitill prcf'orved, not only popularly, but in a leg.al dcacripUmi, as the hKh and 
ffowij'ii, OP small quantiiy and handful, payable in Ihirlagc cases, as in*towii niultiiro 


^ Koo(]2), p. US. The Fairy JIoy ok Leitji. 

^ This legend was in former editions inaccurately said to exist in Daxlcr’s “ AVoilzi 
of SpJrils ; *' but is, in lact, to b«if»'uud in “ Paiidojinonluni, or tho De^’s C^oyiiter ; 
being a further blow i^:iModern Sadcluccism,” by Richard Bovut, (ieiitmnnii, ISim., 
, 10 '^ 1 . The work is inscribed to Dr 1101117 More, I'lie story is entitled, “ A remark- 
able pasHBge of one named the Fairy Hoy of I.cith, in Scotland, given me by my 

■ rlhy frlemd Ciiptaiii George Ituilon, and attested i older his hand;’' if id h afig 
bws 

iiAbout flfteea years since, having bil^lnoss that detained me for sometime in Lcltli,’' 
iblvis near Edenborough, in the kingdom of Scotland, I often mot some of ray 
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iicqual*ita»ce at«i certain house there, ■where we used to drink a pfiaslbf wine for ^ 
refecM(»n.i The wonmii which kept the house, was of lionuKt. reputation amongst thj 
nois,'l»honrK, which iniidc rnc give the more attention to what sho told me one day 
about a Faiiy Boy (:i» Uiey called him) wlio lived about that town, blit* had jdveu 
ino flo btrang" aii acciumt of him, that I desired her 1 might auu him the fir“.t oppor- 
tunity, winch ah* proinisoil ; and not long after, passing that way, slis told mo there 
was th'» l'’ai>y Iloy but a little bofore I ra)iio by ; and casting her eye into tlie sircet, 
said, ‘ Look you, sir, yonder ho is sit play with those otlgjr boys,’ and designing Jiim 
to ?ne, I went, and by smooth words, and a piece of inouoy, got Jiiin to coine into the ^ 
hoMHO with me; wheie, in tlie presence of diveraf i>eoplo, 1 demanded of liim several 
aslrolitgical (luestioiirt, which lie nnsweicd with great subtility, and through all hia 
(liscoiirse carrfod iL with a euTinitig iiiiich beyond his years, which seeniod not to ex- 
ceed 1 eii or eleven, lie soemcfl to imdcc a motion liko drumming upon tlie table with 
his lii.f^ffci, upon which I asked him, whether he could beat a drum, to which ha 
replied, ‘ Yci, sir, as well as any mail iii Scotland ; for <‘very Thumlny iiiglU I beat 
all points to a sort of people tluit use to incetnndcr yo'n liill ’ (pointing to tlie great 
hill het-wopii IMciihoioiigh and fieith). * Ifow, boy,* riu.uh 1 ; eoffipany^iavo 

>011 there? *--* There art), air,' said ho, * a great company both of men and women, 
uml tl’.cy arc cntci taii.e»l w’lMi many sort a of music beddes my drum ; they hiiVo, 
liesidcs. plenty variety of meats and mno ; and many times wc arc earned into Franco 
or iloHdud in a night, and return again ; .and whilst wo are there, wc* enjoy all the 
Iiloiisurcs the country dotli afTord.’ I demanded of him, how they gi>t under tiiat 
hill ! To winch ho rojihed, ‘ that there were agroat pairuf gates that opened to them, 
though they wore uivisihlo to others, and that within there \vcre brave large rooms, 
as well accoiiimodated as most in Scotland.’ I then asked him, how I should know 
what ho saivl to ho true upon which ho told mo ho would load my fortune, saying 
1 should liavo tw«) wives, and that he saw tlic foinis of them situng on luy bhoulders \ 
that both would be very haudsomo women. 

“ As ho was thus speaking, a woman of tlie nciglibourbnoil, coming into the lonni, 
doinaiidod of Jiiin what her lorlnne should he ? He lohl her that she had two bfiataids 
heioie she was mairicd ; which ]>iit her in .Much a ingc, that she dc'iicd not to bear* 
the lest. The woman of the house told me that all the pcopln In Scotland could not 
Keep liiin Irom the rendezvous on Thui'Kday night ; upon which, b> proiniHing liini 
hoiijij nniie mnney, I got u promise of him to nJeut me at the same pl.vce. in the after- 
noon of the Tliui%day following, and so iliMiiisscd him at that time. The boy came 
!i,'.im at the place and tunc appointed, and 1 bad prevailed with some friond.s to 
continuo with no’, if po'*3ihle, to [novent Inn moving that night ; he was [daced between 
iH, and answer, d in.iiiy questions, without </lferiiig to go flora uh, until about eleven of 
tin clock, ho nas got !iw.t\'nn[>eiooiv^*d of the company; but J .suddenly missing him 
hasted lo the door, and look liold of him, and .so ret iriu.-d him into tlie aime room i 
wc all watched him, aiidou a Rudden lie w.'ts again out of the doors. 1 followed him 
close, and he m.'ido a noise in the street as if he hud been set upon ; but Irotii that 
tune 1 cculci nover wo liiiri. 

“ Gcokgk Bouton. " 

>701,0(1.'];),^). 310. lNTr:KCOirr,552 oir tuk CovfiNANT.'Jc.s ivrnj TUiVJvv'f'.fur.K 

• WonT.n. - 

Tbcgloomv, 'bi'gtr.ms, and constant w.Mndcihigs of theperhOcuteJ sect of CfimSroi*- 
iaiis, n,itni ally led to then* i ntortaining \Mth pocubav rrcfluhty the belief, that they 
wort' M^nf-timcs pori»ecuted, ntit luily liy tlie wralh of men, but by the .secret wiles and 
0 ]^en term's ot ^'lUn. In fact, (ftl,/.id could not happen, a horse cast .% shoe, or any 
other the most oiflimiry inlerruptmn thw.art a niiuUtcr’s vdsh to [lerlorni service at a 
particular sjiot, than the iicCulcnt was imoiited to the imniediatu a<;cncy of fiends. The 
encounter of Alexander P^oii with the PevU in tlio cavo, and that of John Uemplo 
with the demon in the fora, arc given by Poter IVulkcr almost in the language of the 
text. • ^ • 

Note (14), p. 123. Chijlu xiurdisk. 

TUb Scottish Statute Book, anno 1690, chaptdb 21, in consequence of tlio groat 
increase of tho crime of child murder, both from the t^lliptatious to commit the 
oJfunce and tlio difliciilty of discovery, enacted a certain sot of presumptions, which, 
In tho absence of direct iwoof, the jury were directed to receive as evidence bf the 
crini^iaviug actually beeiwconmuttcd. Tlie circamstAuces selected Nir this purpose 
,• were, that tlic woman should have conceated her eituation during the whole period of 
jpreguuncyf that slie should not have callotrfor help at her delivery j and tliat, cona» 
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biued witli th^se (rounds of Ruspicion, tbe cliild slinuld be cUIicr f^und dencj, or be 
bUojijtitlicr lui^sinff. Msiiy persons sufTored death diirini; tite liut century *nidcr Hih 
levcve act. But during tlio author's iiicmory a more Icuicnt coiirnc was fullov\ cd, uv ' 
the female aceusod vndor the nut, and conscious of no competent defence, usually ]u( 1 '> 0 ii 
a l>etitiun to the Court of Junticiaiy, denying, for form's sake, the tenor of tlie indict- 
ment, but stilting, tliat ns Iter good name had been destroyed by tbe charge, she was 
n'iUing to submit to sentence of banishment, to which the crown ctinnscl usually con« 
sentod. This lenity in pmcUce, and tlie comparative infrequency of the crime since tho 
doom of public eccleslasticar penance has been generally dispensed with, have led to 
the abolition of the statute of Will';&ni and Mary, which is now replaced by another, 
imposing banishiricnt in ihose circumstances in which the crime was formerly ciHdt.il. 
This alteration took place in 1803. 

Note (15), p. 144. Calumniator ok this Fair Bkx. 

The Journal of Craves, a Bow Street officer, despntubed to Ilulhiiid to obtain the 
surrender of tlie nnfurtunnto William Brodie, boars a reflection on the ladies somewhat 
like that put in the mouth of tlie police-officer Ffliarpitlnw. It had been found dilllciilt 
to identify the unhappy criniiiial ; and, when a Scotch gentleman of respectability liad 
seemed disposed'to givo evidence on the point required, Ins son-in-law, a clorgjMuan of 
Amsterdam, and his daughter, wero suspected by Uraves to have used arguments with 
the witness to dissiuidc him from giving his testimony. On which subject the jouiiial 
of the Bow Htrect ofiicor proceeds thus : — 

** Saw then a manifest reluctance in Mr , and had no doubt the daughter and 

S irson would endeavour to persuade liim to declino troubling hmisilf in tho matter, 
ut Judged ho could not go back from what he had said to Mr Uich. — Nota Brnb. 
No itiUchicf biU a toomaii or a priest ii\ «<— here both." 

Note (16), p. 150. Edinburg u Ma(;istratf.s. 

The Magintrates were closel> interrogated liefnre the IIoiiso of Peers, concerning the 
particiilRi’s of the Forteous Mob, and' the pntois in which these functionaries made 
their answers, sounded strange in the oars of the Southern noblen. Tho Duke of New- 
castle having demanded to know with wliai kind of shot the guard wliich Vui*toous 
commanded bad loaded their muskets* was answored iLalvely, “Ow, JuHt sic ns nno 
■hoots dulbcs and fools with." Tliie reply was considered as n contempt of the House of 
Lords, and tho Provost would have suffered accordingly, hnt that the Duke of Aigyle 
explained, that tho expression properly rendered into Englisli, incaut di<rhs and watti- 
/ovfls. 


Note (17), p. 151. Sin William Dick of Braid. 

This gentleman fomed a striking exnni]>lc of tho instability of liuman prosporily 
He was once the wealthiest man of his time in Scotl.and, a merchant in an extensive 
Hue of commerce, and a farmer of tho public revenuo; insomuch that, about l(i40, 
he estimated his fortune at two hundred thousand pounds sterling. Sir William 
Dick was a 2 ;oaIous Covenantor; and in the memorable year 1641 1 ho lent tbe 
Bcottish Convention of Estates one hundred thoiuand inei^ks at once, and Ihereby 
eiig^ed them to eiyiport and p.ay their army, winch must otherwise have broken 
to ‘pieces. lie afterwards advanced ;t'20,0()0 for the service of King Charles, 
during the usurpation ; and having, by owning tlio royal cause, provoked tho dis- 
pleasure of the ruling party, he was fleeced of niuro money, amounting ir all to 
£65,000 sterling. ” , ** 

Being in tliis manner reduced to indigence, he went to London fry to recover some 
part of tlie sums which liad been lout on government Rocunty. Instead of receiving 
any satisfacticn^ the Bcottish Crmsus was thrown into pruon, in which he died, lOth 
December 16551 It is said his death was hastened by the want of common ueces- 
•nriea. But this sttfteinont is somewhat exaggerated, if it be true, as is commonly 
■aid, that though he was ndt ■applied with broad, he had plenty of ide-cruat, thence 
called ** Bir William Dick’s necessity." ^ 

The changes of fortune arc commemorated In a folio pamphlet entitled, *' The Lament- 
able Btate of the deceased 'nir William Dick." It contains several cmpcrplatos, oii^ 
representing Sir William on horseback, and attended with guards as Lord Provost « 
EdinlmTgh, superintending tho unloading of one of hiy rich argosies. A kcol 
exhibiting hlnr as arrested, and in the hands, of the bahiffa A third presents liim 
dead in prison. The tract is esteemed hlghlv valuable by collectors of printa The 
only copy 1 cTor law upon sale, wai rated £30. 
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• Note (IS), p. l.jP. Mertino ^ r Talla-Linns.^ 

Tliis ren'iarkaLle convocation took place iii>onl5th June 1G82, and an account of ita 
couliKHcd and divisive proceciliiigs nmy be found in Michael Shield's** FaitTifiilConteiid- 
ingti Display efi,’* Glagnw, 1780, p. 21. It affords a singular and melancholy exuuu>ld 
huw much u inot^phyaical and puleniical spu'it had crept in amongst these unhappy 
Buflerers, since amid so many real injuries ivhlch they had to sustain, tlioy were dis- 
posed to add disapecxneut aud disunion concerning the ^laracter and extent of sindi 
na were only imaginary. I * 

C 4 

Note (ID), p. IDO. Dooustrr, or Draipstkr, of Court. 

Tho^aiiie of thia officer ia cquivalGiit to the pronouncei* of dnom or sentence. In 
till > cod^ujchcn.sivc ^enso, the Judgoa of the Isle of Man wore culltd Dcnipstei j. Hut 
‘ ia Kc'oilaml the word was long rostiictcd to the designation of an uDicial person, 
whose duty it was to recite tliu faentenco after it had been proiionncud by the Court, 
and recorded hy tho clerk ; on which occasion the Dempster legal iseil it by the v^rds 
of form, ** And thit> I jtronovnee for doom.'* I'ur a length of yeais, tho office, ns 
mentioned in the text, was held in (‘mnvimdmn with that of the executioner; for 
when this odiniia but necessary officer of justice received his appoiatnient, he iictitioncd 
the Court of Justiciary to be received as their Dempster, which was granted as a mutter 
of course. 

The production of the executioner in open court, and in presence of the wretched 
criminal, had something in it hideous and di-gusting to the more refined feelings of 
later times, lint if an eld tradition of the rni-liaincnt IIoubo of Edinburgh may bo 
trusted, it was tlie following anecdote which occasioned tho disuso of the DotuitKlei‘'s 
office : — 

it cliaiiccd at one time that the office of public executioner wag vac.mt. Tliere 
Was occasion for some one to act as Dempster, and, considering the party who 
generally held the office, it is not wcndorlul that a IfMnm tenens was liard to be found. 
At length, one Uume, who had been sentenced to trunspurtatioii, for an attempt to * 
burn Ills own house, ivas induced to consent that he would pronounco tho doom on 
iliiR occubiou. Jiiit wliGii bi ought forth to officiate, instead of repeating the doom 
to the criirinial, Mr Hume addressed himself to their lordsliipBin u bitter comidairib 
of the injustice of his owu sentence. It was in vain that lie was interrupted, and 
reminded of tlie purpose for which ho had come hither ; “ 1 ken what ye want of 
me weel ciicugb,'’ said the fellow, “ye want me to bo jour Dempster: but 1 am 

coiiiQ to bo none of your Dcmpslor, I am come to sunimoii you, Lord T , and 

you. Lord E , to answer at the bar of another >iivrl<l for the hijiistico you hoio 

done me in tiiis." In short, Ilnniu had only made a pretext of complying with 
the proposal, in order to have an opportunity of revilThg the Judges to their faces, 
or giving them, m the phniae of his country, ** a sloaii." 11c w'as hurried off amid 
the Imaditer ot the luidicncc, but the iiidecoi-ous scene which had taken place con- 
tributed to tho abolition of tlio office of DeiiipMer. Tho sentence is now read 
over liy tho clerk of court, and the formality ol pronouncing doom is .altogether 
omitted. 0 


Note (20), p. 192. John Duke of Arcvle and Grernwicii. 




This nobleman was vciy dear to his countiymen, who wero Justly proud of his 
military lypd political taltiils, .and eruteful for the I'endy zeal with whicli ho asserted 
the rights of his ^latLvc country. ^ Tiiia w'as never more censpicuous than in the 
matter of ike PortcOu.? Mob, wiion the Ministers, brought in a violent aud vindictive 
bill, for declaring tlie Lord Provost of liJ^iDbiirgli incapable of bearing any public 
office in future, for not foreaeejing a disorder which no one foresaw, or interrupting tho 
courso of a riot too formidubil to endure opposition. The same bill made provision for 
pulling down the city gates, and eibollsliing the city guard-^riitiier n Hib^ian inodo ^ 
of enabliug them better to keep tlio peace within burgh in fuiure. 


*V o nation of Scotland treated with the English as a free and independent peoplo i' 
xR. as ^at treaty, niy Lords^^ad no other guarantee for the due perforaiance of its 
/articles, ^ut tho (kitli and lioflbur of a British Parliament, it would be both unjust and 

•engeuerous, ^liould this House agree to anj^ proceedings that have a tendency to 
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t L)ri1 Tlarlyilikf, in ri.]>lyl> tl o T)uko of AiY;yIe, senncd to KSHiiiuate t^iat hit 
(ilfn B liad tikon up the aftaii in i paify point of virw, to which the iiobleut<in replied 
In the eplntexl knguige qnutod in the text Lord H udwicke apologised The bill 
wiB much Tuodihedf and the rWuHea cnnccining the disnnntling the city» iiiid dl3i»and- 
ing the gujrd, were denuttd fionL A dno of j£2h0(l nns imposed on th^ city Jor the 
benellt of Poiteous’s widow &he was contented to accept thiec foinths of thu snrn, 
the paymont of which cloned the iiansactlou It is icraaikibk, that. In our dny. 
tlio M igistiatcs of lwliub\*^lt have had recourse to both tlnrse iruamren, hcla i 
in mich horror )>> their jiredeicecus, oj nocof>s\iy bteps tor the Impiovement of the 
city i ' 

It maybe heie notice 1,jn cxphnition of muthci cucun tnnio inentirnel in tlie 
text, tint tlieie is a ti idition in S(otUnd th it (leorge II , wh st n incibli tenipci is 
fcUil iinetiiiicH to I 1 < hniriGd Imn iiitocxpiea iii^ Ips di pleusuic \ci t fuitf 
offtied tl the DiiKi of Aigile In angiy ludienco, noine uicimcu ot this iiiio op ^ 
winch lie left the presei ce in hi^h died in, and with litth ccreinonx Sir 11 buit 
Walpole, h.iving met the f>uLe ni ho letnid and leiining tlio < lu^^e of Ins rihent- 
nient and disc imp mine, ondi ivoui d tj iccouclle him to what liiid Jmpfcned by 
sxyiiu, “Such was his Hlgesili's xviv and that ho often to>k such hbeities with 
1 1 n« If withoiitsiu mill any hat ni J his dil not mend matteis in M icC alliimm re'a 
(ves, who replied in gient disdain * You xvill pic i»e to leiocmbcr, Hit Robert tlie 
intlnite distance tlieie is betwixt >ou and me *' Anothei iicquont etpicssion oi p issioii 
on tile pai*t of the line inoii ii i It, is illu led to in the old Jacobito song — 

i) ' i 111 11 dti tai 1 «i) 

a uiii 3 th > > I ( t (I It 

^ltt(iI), i> 3n Mat or \V [lpkii a 

Tn tihin ' Icatgi of the poor ni iiiiar , the. ii Ui i may In i c ol sri ve, tint the flint con 
oefition of the ehasactci, thoivh iiftciwiids gre itly altcic I, w is takin Ikm th it ot 
person tailing hei self, iml cillcil by oiheis, rccUlc s Fannie (wcik or feeble f iunic 
who ilu i}s trai died with i sin ill flock of si ep J ho fill wm ace unt, fuinislie 
by tho i>$ibcveiiiig kindnusa oi Mr liain, contuns piol iillv ill Hiitc in now be know 
uf h< t biHtori, ill j igh ni iny, imo i,. whom i U r auth >i, tu i^ lemeiuhi i liaxi t he ii 
of 1 1 ekleas 1 aiinie, in the a .v s ot tl tr youth ; — 

“My lent no lnui«, siM Mi liun ‘ for irno tune pist hive bun TJioslly 
tpont m Benching 1 i puticulas iilain * to tl o njiimie called 1 i VI s T unne 
xvho tiivclUd ()\ r III Scitlind and Itiplii 1, between tit* yens 17«7 i lul TTo, 
niul whoso histoiy is allopdbci si I ko i loi nucc, thcl 1 1 ive 1 ecu it ill pesbillc 
]i tins to collect eioiy puticnlaietliut cm Id Kuacl icl itiic t > 1 ei iii Gal'uw ly , ct iii 
Ayixliue ^ 

“ When reckless riniiie appicicl m Axis iiro, f i the lii t fair*, ]u the sunimci 

f 17< ), she itti icled i luch n iticc, fiom be n ut end 1 I y t \elvc ( i thn Leen slieeji, 

V bo s rin d ill endued with ti tiUits si iimi i & iperi r 1 thu oidii ary tier et 
iin u ils of thu imc spjue i to oxi ite iinivc r dl isti inshniei t ( Ini tni e Ji a 
dilTcU lit 11 1 me tow iJi it IT swciul \ he'll ( ill I 1 > ita iinxtit ii I would nl wise 
ubcY in til sh ist siiipijs ng 111 iniici u y con ini id bIic tl ui^ht ji per“)f»i\ NMicn 
tpcsclhng, b ih i\s w dice d in fiont ut 1 i floi k, und^thci f lliwecl hei cl sily * 
l^ind Wlun t lo lij bvii it nidil ii tl lulds loi sb would ntvei cntci into 
ft house, they nlwi>s> ch j lift'd wh » hi iiicl lio next to hci, 1 v whicli mcanB sIif x u 

lept aiiin,w1 Ic she Jiv lu tl e in 1 t of tlcm, when bl itt ii) ted to use fiointhe 

I lourid, an oil rim, wluse inm w is (1 ulto, ilw ixs eliiuud the sok ii^lt of 
fts«'istin ; her , pu ling lux that htud in liii xi tyaude, until In. i i> d li,^ht bcfoie 
Ins iiiistresa; ho thon buwctl lim Lead iieiily to th gtuiiud tint blie luigjit liy hei 
hands on Ins lining, which were voiy larged he then lilted hei geiillv fi im tho ground 
by raising his he id If ho f imnec d to leax c her tlo k fecihu j, ns soon ns they dis- 
covcied she wut g >nc, they all begaiv to bleat mobt pitcou ly and would contlimn to do 
80 till Bho leturncd , they cvould then ichtify then Ji y by lubbing theu sides a^, iinet her 
petticoat, and In king about 

‘ 1 * ekle'B h innio was not, like moat other demented creatines, fond of finc^drcf-s , 
on liei heal<'h* woic iia Sid slouched h it, oyci her shiiuldcrs an old plaid aiidcariiecl 
alwsysiiihoi b inda sliephcrdecrook; with any of tlici>e articles she inxambly dec laic * 
she would not put fui any consideration whatever WJicii she was intei rotated wh 
slio set so ini'* h xuluo on things secmitiglv so iii iiguitica^, blie would p nm Liii'^b lelftta^ 
lilt lu ton ol lurrai foitune, whicli xvxs bilefly as follows — 

I am the only duugliter of a wealthy equiie m the iioith of H* ihi'd, butt* 
lived niy f thoi s shepherd, and that f las been my iniii, fui i x i f o, fcorinfi 
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liis fagiily woul^ be diKgraced by mu'li an alliinice, in a paKsion Inic^ully voundec^ 
my lovcr^'ith a ebot from a putol. I arrived just in time io receive ilio Lst blessV 
iiifi; of Ibe^dying man, and to close lus eyes in death. Tlo be»}nt1ied me bis 
little all, butJ only nccep ted these sheep to bo my sole coinpiiniti»)s*rnu^li life, and 
this liat, llu#i>laicl, and this crook, all of witich I will cany until 1 dobcend Into the 
grave.' • 

“ 'J’his is tho substance of ft bailud, elghty four lines of which I copied down lately 
from the recitation of an old woiuun in this place, wiic^ys she has seen it in priiit, 
with a plate on tlie title>piiKO, representing ranine \y^h hn* sheep bclniid lier Ah tiiis ^ 
ballad is said to liuve been written by Lowe, tiic ^iior of Mary’s Druam, 1 am sur- 
prised that it lias not been noticed hv OromclitSii liis Itoinains of fs'ilhsdale and Ual- 
iowuy Bong ; but he iierhaps tliouirlit it unwortliy of a place m his collection, as there 
is vei^ittlc merit in the composttion ; whicli want of room prevents me from transcrib- 
ing j^ent. Rut if 1 tliought you had iiCver seen it, I would take an early oppor- 
tunity ofaoiiig so. , '♦ 

“ After having made the tour of Galloway in ]76y, ai Fannie was wandering in tlio 
neigh bourtiood of MviTat, on lier wny to Edinburgh, where, 1 am inforiiKd, shl was 
likewlso well known, Old Charlie, hev favourito mm, chanced to break into a kale- 
yard, whicli the proprietor observing, let loose a mui<tiiT that hunted W'O poor sheep to 
death. This whs a sad uiisfonmic j it seenied to renew all the pangs which she tor- 
inerly felt on the death of her lover. She would not part from tho sVle of her old 
friend for several days, and it was with much difficulty site consented to allow him to 
be buried; but, still wigliing to pay a tribute to his memory, nhe covered his grave 
witli moss, and lenced it round witli osiers, and annually returned to tile same sjiotf 
and pulled the weeds from tlie grave and rcimircd the fencii. This is altogether like a 
romanco; but 1 believe it is really true that sbe did so. Tlie giavu of (iharlieis . 
still held sacred oven by the sebooriioyu i>f the present day in that quarter. It is now, 
perhaps, the only instance of the law of Kenneth being ultuiided to, which says, ‘ Tiio 
gnive where anie that is slaino lieth bmued, le.no untilled for^ven yeius. Ilcpido 
everj' gr.ive holie so as thou bo well advised, that in no w>,se wm! thy feat thou tread 
upon It.’ • 

“ 'Ihrongli tho fetmuo of wilder, su well as in the milder soasons of tho year, she 
continued licv wandering course, nor could she l>tf prevented from doing so, citl'er 
by entreaty or pvomtiie ot ruwaril. TJie late Dr Fulhirton of lloHeinount, in tho 
neighbourhood of Ayr, being well ttcipuij^d with her father when in Kiigland, 
ciidejivonred, in a severe Reason, by overf'moans in his power, to detain Jier at llosc- 
monut for a few days until tiie weather aliould beconio more mild; hut when she 
found herself re'>t<‘d a little, and saw her sheep fed, she raised her crook, wliish was 
tile signal she always gave for the alicep to follow her, and oft* they all marched 
■ togellier. 

“ Jliil llie' hour of poor Fannie’s diti.''uhition w.os’‘now .'ll Iiiind, and the seemed 
anxious to arrive at tho spot where she r.a=( to terrninalo her mortal can-cr. Bho 
proueeiiod to GI.is;4ow, and, while piiMhuig through that city, a ciow-d of idle hoys, 
ntti acted by licr siin^iilur appeal aiicc, together with tho novel ly of acemg so many 
8ho(p obeying Jier cnmniand, bigan to toimcnt her whU tiicir pnink-, till she 
became su i •itated that hlie pelted them wiih biicks and stones, whjch they re- 
turned ill such a niininer,jthat bhe was actually stoned to death between ‘Glasgow .^nd 
Andcrstoii. « ..t 

I’o tlio real history of thio .singular individual, tredulily li.as attached several 
mpeo'ditloug appendages. It is said, that the farmer wdio was Um caiiflu of Chailie'a 
deal It. shortly aficiwai'iis drowned, hinwrtf in a peat-hag; hand, with 

whicli a bthelier vi^ Kilmarnock struck one of the other BlicouJ||HPb powerless, and 
withered 4'i> the very bone. In the siiinaierof ]7dD, imssiiig by 

Kew Cumnock, a young nmu, whose racie was William For.lj^'^nn of a fnrmei’ in 
the Hame parish, plagued hc^' so much that she wiRlied ho might iicvi r see the morn ; 
Upon which he went home and iiaiiged hiinaelf in his father’s barn. And I doubt net 
that many such stories may yet 3o remerubered in otlior p:>rts wliore she had been.". , 

So far Mr 'J’iain. Tlie autlior can only add to this narrative, tliat Fecklets Ftuini^ 
and luo’ little flock wore well known in the pnatoral^districts. , 

In ititcrapting to introduce such a character into ftutioi. "ge autlior f|;lt the ri».k of 
enooiintorlng a comparison with tho Maria of Sterno ; and, besides, the mechanism of 
the story would have been as much retarded by Feckless Fannie’s flock, as the uiglit’- 
nuurcb^if Dou Q^iixote was c’ dayod by Sdandio's tale of the sheep that \v<;re ferried over 
,tlie river. * 

'* The Aithw has only to add, that notwttliftauding tlie preciseness of his friend Xir 
^Tr.uii'B statement, there may be some hoi>ea that the outrage on Feckless FaY\nle and 



420 


UOTirff^TO THE HEART OE MID-LOTHIAN. 

t)ier little flocluwa? not carried to extremity. There ie no menliomof any taial on 
*.iccount of it, which, had it occurred in the manner etated, wonld have cert«>nly taken 
place i and ^ Author has undei%tood that it was on the Border eho wa»4aat seen, 
about the skirtsof the Cheviot hills, hut without her little flock. . 


Note (22), p. 321. BHAWvrcLD's Moi> 

In 1725 there was a gr<>at^ot la Glasgow on account of Die malt-taz. Among the 
troopa, brought in to restore^ order was one of the independent companies of IJigU* 
landors levied in Argylcsliire, andf JtinguiBlied, in a lampoon of the period, as '* Cump> 
hdl of Carriekand his Highland IHlmias/’ It nras called Shawfleld’H Mob, because much 
of tlie pupul.ur violeuco was diroctud ngalust Daniel Campbell, PJsq. of Shawficld, M.P.* 
I'rovost of the town. 

. J 

Ifoto (23), p. 387. DeaS.' OP Francis Gonnonr. 


This expDU seems to have been one in which Patrick W»lker 4 |>rided himself not a 
little; and iliere is reason to fear, that that excellent person would have highly 
resented the attemjit to associate another with him, In the slaughter of a King’s Life- 
Guardsman. Indeed, he would Imvc had tiie more riglit to be ofleuded at losing any 
shore of the glory, since the party against Gordon nos already three tr> one, hf'.sides 
having tbe advantage of firearms. The manner in wliich lie vindioatos liis cbiim to tlio 
exploit, without committing himsulf by a direct statement of it, b> not a littlr amusing. 
It is as follows 

“1 slmll give a brief and true account of that man's deatli, winch 1 did not design to 
do while 1 was upon the stage ; I resolve, indeed (if it bu tho Loid's w',1), to leave a 
more fhll account of , that niid many other remarkable steps of the liO. I’s disjiensa- 
tions towards me through luy life. It was then commonly said that Francis Gordon \\ ns 
a volunteer out of wi|kedncBa of principles, and could uut stay with tlie tiuop, but was 
still raging and catch hiding suffering iieoplc. Meldruiit and Airhe’s ti oops, 

' lying at Lanark upon tlie dav of March 1C82, Mr Gordon and anotiier wicked com- 
rade, with their two servants niulmur horses, came to Kiicaigow,tm miles from Lanark, 
searching for William Caigow affd others, under hiding. 

* ' Mr (Mrdon, rambling throw offered to abuse the women. At nigbt, tliey 

came a mile further to the E9U>tcr-Hoa^j||(LnolN»rt Muir’s, ho being also under hiding. 
Gordon’s comrade and the two servants wfM to bod, but ho could sleep nono, roaring 
all night for women. When d.ay came, he took only his sword in his hand, and cume 
to Moas-platt, and some new inon (who had been in the fields nil niglit) seeing him, 
tlicy fled, and bo pursued. Jauius Wileon, Thomas Young, and inysclf, having liuen 
ill a meeting nil uiglit, wroie lying down in tiie iiioi ning. VVe w'cre alarmed, thinking 
there were many more than ond*; he pursued hard, and overtook us. Thomas Yoiiiif; 
said, * 8ir, wliat do ye purMie us for?’ he Stoid, ’he was come to send uh to iiell.' 
James Wilson said, ’ tliut shull not bo, for we will defend ouioelvcs.’ He said, * tiiat 
eitlier ho or we should go to it now.’ He ran his sword furiously throw Jiiiucs 


Wilson's coat. James fired upon lihn, but missed him. All this time he rried. Damn . 
his soul ! Up got a shot in Ids head out of a pocket-pistol, rather fit for ft verting a boy 
than killing such a furious, mad, brisk man, winch, notwitbst,ujding, killed liiiu dead, 
T5o- foresaid William Caigow ami Bobert Muir came to m. We search rd him fi.' 
papers, and found .a long sorull of sufierers’ names, cither to kill or take. I tore it all 
in ifleres. He luul also some Popish books and bonds of monuy, with one dollar, wlhcli 
a poor man took off tito ground ; all which w*o put In his pocket ng.dn. llm^ lu> was 
four mlle.s from LMMVk* and near a mile from his comrade, seeking Igs owti'dc.'iUi, ai. J 
got it. And fomanuMsb ns we have been cuudemued for this, I cohld tiovwr see lio / 
aftf Ono could condemn us that allows of scF-defcnco, which he laws both of God and ' 
allow to every croature. ]«'or niy own part,.n:iy heart never smote me for this 
1 saw 'lis blood run, I inslicd that all the blood of Ihe Lord’s stated and .ivowe'* 
WiamlMI in Scotland had bqcn in his veins. Having such a clear call and opportunity 
1 w'ould have rejoiced to have seon it all gopo out with a gusli. I have many time 
wondeipd at the greater part oi the indulged, lukewarm ministers and professors in 
tluit time, w\\p made mi'*; noise of murder, when one of these enemios had been killed 
even in our own defence,* than of twenty of us being murdered by them. None of these 
men present was chnlleiigcd for tliis but myself. Thomas Youug thereafter sufTered 
at Maucbline^,biit was not challonged for this; Kobert Muir was banished ;|Jaines 
Wilson outlived the peracoution ; William Caigow died iirtho Canongate Tolbootli, in 
tbe beginning of 1685. Mr Wodniw is misinformed ; who says, that be syfferM unto** 
denth," ^ ^ » 
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3 Note (24), p 949. ToiriNO lo Skbvue is Sgotlamd. 

In the old days 4 ^f Scotland, when persons of property (unless they happened to be 
Anon juiovb) weio ns ngulnr as their infenOia in attendance on parochial worship, there 
I was a kind of etiquette, in waiting till the patron or ackn|>wledged great man c^he 
parish should make Ins appearance This ccremof irl was so sacred In the eye|i*of a 

K iidh beadlo in tho Isle of Bute, that the kirk h Ifaj ing out of order, he Is said to 
>ve mounted the steeplo every Sunday, to imit/ his eoiue the successive sum- 
mouses which its mouth of metal used to land irth. The first pait of this imt^vo 
liui inn V w.iB simply the repetition of the word Sell bell, hell bell, two or three times, 
in a ma. as initcli rosembling tlie sound a throab^Jtosli could imitate' tbroat of 
^ iiou Dthum • bellum ' was sounded foiP ^ a mdlwiiruient mannw ; but be never 
sent toi til the third and conclusive peal, the varied tone or which is called tn Scotlai)^ 
tho riHgtm <n, until the two prlucipal heiitorsof the polish approached, when tho 
ohlmo ittii thus 


Bellum BflMhm, 

Jkrnera and Knoeldov>*s coming f 
Bellum Bdlillum, 

« Bet nera and KnocLdoio'k coming f 

^ Thotchy inti nating, that service was instantly to proceed. 

H (Mr Mackinlay of Boi rowstouncss, a native of Bute, statos that Sir W. Scott had 
mine storv trtm Fir Adam Ferguson ; but that tho gallant knight had not given the laitd'a " 
^titles correctly, tho bellman’s gloat men being Cnuch, Drambuie, 4UidBameTnle II" 
—1842 J 

Note (25), p. 391. RATCLiri'K. 

Tliere seoms an anaolii oniam in the history of this person. Katclifl’e, among other 
esc apes trom justice, was released by the Poiteous Mob when under sentence of dentil} 
and he n as again under the same predicament w hen the Highlanders made a similar 
jai' dchvory in 1745 He was too sincere a whig to enibiace libeintion at the hands of 
tho Jai( bitea, and iu lewaid \sas made OHO of the keepers of the Tolbooth. So gt 
luist luiis constant tradition. 
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